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CHAPTER  I- 

It  was  upon  a  ^oomy  evetdiig  in  the  mcmth  of 
November^  that  a  ycnmg  Templar^  passing  to- 
wards his  diambers,  through  one  of  those  obscure 
oourts  which  run  westward  from  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  of  Bhickfiiars,  was  suddenly  ar- 
rested by  the  screams  of  a  woman,  who  appeared, 
through  the  murky  atmosphere  of  the  alley-^ 
Heated  by  a  single  Iamp-*-fledng  hastily  towrards 
the  spot  where  he  stood.  He  stepped  aside,  un-i 
der  a  rode  projecting  porch*— such  as  firequendy 
denotes  a  house  of  humble  entertainment— in  or^ 
der  to  leave  a  free  space  open  to  the  fiigitive 
through  this  narrow  pass;  but,  before  he  was 
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aware  of  her  purpose,  or  the  action  which  disdo^- 
ed  it,  a  burthen  which  seemed  to  impede  the  ra- 
pidity of  her  course,  was  thrown  into  his  arms, 
which  instinctively  closed  upon  it,  as  the  words 
^^  Save  it — ^in  mercy  save  it,^  struck  upon  his 
ear.  The  speaker  was  out  of  sight  before  the 
appeal  died  upon  his  ear,  and,  in  a  few  seconds, 
three  men  rushed  hastily  past  the  place  which  now 
concealed  the  Templar  from  their  view,  swearing, 
and  muttering  to  each  other,  heavy  denunciations 
against  the  object  of  their  pursuit,  which  could  not 
be  mistaken  by  the  young  lawyer. 

The  passing  screams  of  the  fiigitive  had  called 
forth  several  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  narrow  de- 
file, who,  with  candles  in  their  hands,  cautiously 
guarded  from  the  night  breeze  by  their  uplifted 
aprons,  began  to  peer  about  from  within  theur  half 
opened  doors.  All,  for  some  time,  remaining  still 
without,  they  became  more  adventurous,  and  the 
immediately  contiguous  neighbours  began  to  in- 
stitute mutual  inquiries  respecting  the  probable 
causes  of  the  late  distiurbance.  ^^  ^Tis  Al^ce  Hal- 
pin,  my  life  on%  at  her  old  vagaries,^  cried  one ; 
^*  Likely  enow— likely  enow,^  responded  a  second; 
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*'  Tm  gore,  I  wish  we  was  well  quit  of  the  var- 
mint— them  ud  benoloss.'" — ^^  It^s  a  mortalshame,^ 
crieda  third,  with  a  toss  of  her  head — although  the 
rigid  virtues  were  not  very  legibly  written  on  her 
features— ^^  that^s  what  it  is — she  should  be  allow- 
ed to  run  her  rigs  in  a  respectable  neighbourhood 
like  this  r 

Our  Templar,  in  the  mean  while,  who  remain- 
ed lost  in  his  reflections,  almost  as  deeply  as  he 
was  in  the  shade  of  the  penthouse— was  little  dis- 
posed to  take  any  share  in  a  conversation,  which 
being,  as  he  collected,  vague  and  conjectural,  and, 
as  he  knew,  in  part,  unfounded,  he  considered  lit- 
tle calculated  to  help  him  out  of  his  present  embar- 
rassment 

The  general  sentiment  against  the  person  and 
haUts  of  Mistress  Alice  Halpin  became  more 
ludibly  expressed,  as  the  allied  forces  more  close- 
ly effected  their  junction,  and  at  length  reached 
the  ears  of  the  innocent-^upon  this  occasion  at 
least — and  vituperated  object  of  their  animadver- 
sions. 

Unfortunately  for  the  Templar,  the  porch,  un- 
der which  he  felt  himself  securely  sheltered,  and 
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purposed  to  remain  until  the  coast  should  be  clear 
—was  an  appendage  to  this  lady^s  dwelUng^-^^nd^ 
upon  an  extraordinary  epithet  being  coupled  with 
her  name— for  she  was  no  stickler  for  trifles— which 
had  penetrated  through  the  frail  door  of  the  tene- 
ment, this  slight  barrier  to  her  awi^ened  indigna- 
tion burst  firom  its  hinges,  and  displayed  her  Ama- 
zonian form  to  her  hasty  retreating  calumniators. 
Her  drapery,  piartaknig  of  every  hue  of  the  ram- 
bow— a  little  faded  by  times  and  seasons — hung 
loosely  about  her  masculine  perscm.  Her  grisly 
locks,  unrestrained  by  any  cap  or  head  gear, 
streamed  in  a  matted  mass  over  a  breadth  of 
shoulder  which  would  have  done  honour  to  a  gre- 
nadier of  the  Guards,  even  without  the  worsted  tufts 
of  an  old  regimental  jacket,  which  enhanced  their 
apparent  dimensions  to  a  portentous  magnitude  ! 
With  a  candle  in  her  left  hand,  elevated  above 
her  head — ^like  one  of  Congreve^s  parachute  rockets 
—the  more  clearly  to  expose  the  objects  of  her 
meditated  vengeance  to  her  view,  and  with  some- 
thing that  appeared  to  have  been  an  ancient  hal- 
bert  or  train-pike  in  her  right,  she  paused  for  a 
moment  to  survey  the  field,  then,  under  a  flourish 
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of  oaths,  which,  had  they  taken  effect,  would,  ^^at 
one&ll  swoop,^  have  dismissed  all  her  adversaries 
frmn  the  fiu»  <^  the  earth,  she  advanced  in  order 
of  battle,  bat  was  arrested  in  her  mid-career  by  the 
figure  of  our  young  Templar,  hdUing  in  his  arms 
a  half  naked  infimt,  and  evidently  in  die  act  of  at. 
tonpting  to  make  good  his  retreat,  without  taking 
any  part  in  the  approaching  engagement.  Per- 
ceivings howevCT,  that  he  was  effectually  hedged 
m  by  tlie  besi^^ing  fi>rce6— who  had  only  retreat- 
ed, not  dispersed— his  first  impulse  was  to  leave 
hisanns  at  liberty  to  act  as  the  fortune  of  the  day 
mi^t  decide,  by  depositing  the  child  <m  the  side 
aeat  of  the  porch.  Neutrality  in  bis  present  posi- 
^^9  j^^u}ging  from  the  aspect  of  the  array  on  either 
aide,  seemed  to  be  no  longer  in  his  power. 

But  never  did  a  general  make  so  improvid^t  a 
movement  It  is  impossible,  at  die  distance  of 
dme,  to  say— -under  the  then  existing  posture  of 
aflSurs^-whatalliances  hemighthave formed  among 
die  antagonists  of  Mrs  Alice  Halpin,  or  what  di- 
vi8i<m  he  might  have  made  among  such  undisci- 
plined troops  by  a  skilful  mancBuvre  to  evade  them, 
but  the  attempt  to  deposit,  or,  in  technical  lan- 
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guage,  ^*  to  drop""  a  child,  instantaneously  operat- 
ed to  fonn  a  coalition  of  both  the  contending 
parties  against  him.  Alice,  without  a  moments 
demur — ^without  pausing  even  to  sound  a  parley — 
or  enter  into  a  temporary  truce  widi  the  enemy 
which  had  brought  her  into  the  field,  pounced  upon 
the  supposed  culprit  as  a  hawk  stoops  to  its  quar- 
ry, and  almost  ndsing  him  firom  the  ground,  as 
she  held  him  grasped  by  the  collar,  was  cheered 
and  manfully  seconded  by  the  very  league  formed 
originally  against  herself;  they  gladly  accepting 
these  implied  terms  of  pacification,  when  they  ob- 
served her  vigorous  preparations,  and  means  to 
boot,  for  the  campaign.  In  vain  did  the  Tem- 
plar protest  his  innoc^ice,  and  endeavour  to  ex- 
plain the  predicament  in  which  he  had  been  so  un- 
expectedly placed.  His  voice  was  drowned  in  the 
chorus  of  shouts  and  exclamations  against  his  bar- 
barous and  unnatural  purpose.  There  was  no 
dearth  of  epithets  to  mark  their  detestation  of  his 
depravity — and  there  would  have  been  as  littie 
need  of  hands  to  inflict  the  penalty,  had  not  the 
stentorian  voice,  and  muscular  arm  of  Alice,  ele- 
vated to  the  gesture  of  command,  called  ofl^  the 
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execotioiiers,  and  awed  them  into  silence  and  obe- 
dienoe.     ^'  Let  us  not  de&aud  the  gallows  of  its 
due^  my  gossips  T  she  exdaimed.  ^^  Here's  more 
idvoad  than  ye  wot  of— 4ieard  ye  the  screams  of 
the  dying— -and  see  ye  not  the  Uood  upon  the 
hand  that  did  it  f^ — ^And  sure  Plough  the  hands  of 
the  unfortunate  Maithmd,  as  well  as  the  wrapper 
of  the  infimt,  upon  whose  head  there  appeared  a 
deep  and  dangerous  wound,  bore  ample  testimony 
to  the  truth  of  her  charge.    A  physiognomist 
would  have  discovered  in  the  genuine  start  of  sur- 
prise exhibited  by  the  young  lawyer,  a  strong  in- 
dication  of  his  innocence,  but  the  nearer  it  ap- 
proached to  truth,  before  such  prgudiced  judges, 
the  more  satisfied  were  they  of  his  skilful  cunning, 
as  characteristic  of  an  old  ofiender.     <^  Aye,  aye^ 
—-exdaimed  an  ancient  spectaded  dame,  as  she 
lifted  her  withered  arm  in  denundadon  against 
Urn — **  Thee  cas'nt  deceive  ould  birds,  mun — 
tfaee^st  hang  dog  written  in  thee  fiu^e— and  Jock  o' 
the  Baily  wad  knaw  thee  out  of  a  kit  on  'em  !" 
In  the  mean  while,  the  alarm  having  spread,  seve- 
ral watchmen,  who  had  just  arrived  at  their  posts 
in  the  neighbouring  streets,  began  to  spring  their 
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latdes,  with  the  fidendly  intcwrimt,  no  doubt,  of 
giving  any  unfortunate  ciEmdeat  tunely  note  of 
their  approach,  a  precaution  which,  on  the  present 
occadon,  was  rendered  unavaiiing  through  die 
seal  and  actavity  of  another  and  more  active  de- 
scription of  old  women  1 

The  field  of  action — if  so  unequal  a  omflict 
may  be  hmoured  with  such  a  designation— «wa8 
soon  filled  with  a  mob  of  all  sorts  and  descrqitiona 
of  pecsons,  and  the  supposed  culpnt,  had  he  beai 
less  securely  guarded,  might  probably  have  made 
his  escape  in  the  turmoil  and  confusion  by  which 
he  was  surrounded.  But  his  destiny  was  to  be 
fulfilled,  and  lus  situation  was  only  bettered  by 
bdng  officially  transferred  to  the  hands  of  the 
police,  and  together  with  the  infant— -who  ap- 
peared to  be  more  dead  than  alive— conveyed, 
amidst  loud  and  bitter  curses  and  execrations,  to 
the  watch4iouse  of  the  district  When  the  mob 
had  dispersed,  and  something  like  tranquillity 
was  restored,  our  Templar  called  to  the  constable 
of  the  watch,  firom  the  hole  into  which  he  had 
been  imceremoniously  thrown,  to  request  he  might 
be  permitted  to  despatch  a  message  to  his  friends ; 
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bat  thig  indiilgeiiee  was  denied  him^  and  he  was 
Qonqpefied  to  watdi  duough  the  tedious  houis  of 
a  long  wmter^s  mgltit,  in  a  odd  damp  diiiige(m9 
the  amval  of  imniiiiig,  when  he  consoled  himsdf 
Willi  the  conviction  that  he  should  be  aUe  Mly 
to  dear  himself  before  any  magistrate  who  would 
hear  reaacm.  The  dnld  had  been  entrusted  to 
die  wife  of  die  cfficer^  and  die  unfortunate  prison- 
er, straining  his  vdce  dirouj^  the  grate  of  his 
dungeon^  insisted  that  a  medi^  man  diodd  be 
sent  for  to  examine  it,  which,  upon  pkdging  him^ 
sdf  to  defiray  idiaterer  ei^iense  mi^^t  be  incurred 
by  so  doing,  was  at  length  promised. 

AH  things  must  have  an  end,  and  so  had  the 
night,  although  our  unfortunate  Templar  bq^an  to 
eMertun  some  doidits  upon  die  question,  as  he 
calculated  die  number  txf  quarters  dumed  firom  die 
fadfipyofanadyooaiB^churdi.  It  was  not,  however, 
until  the  morning  was  pretty  &r  advanced,  that 
die  doors  of  his  prison  house  were  unbarred,  and 
widiout  much  ceremony  in  the  mode  of  introduc* 
tion,  oinr  young  gendeman  presented  to  two  men 
who,  taking  him  fiuniliatly  by  each  arm,  conduct- 
ed him  to  a  hackney  coach,  which  was  in  wait- 
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ing  at  the  door.  Mrs  Blinkers  (the  good  lady 
of  the  house)  stepped  in  after  him,  bearing  with 
her  the  unfortunate  infant,  who  had  caused  all 
the  evils  and  embarrassments  he  had  already  en- 
countered, and  was  now  about  to  appear  as  prin- 
dpal  evidence  against  him. 

The  Templar,  as  the  coadi  moved  on,  stooped 
forward,  and  lifting  the  linen  which  covered  the 
child,  started  on  perceiving  that  the  coagulated 
blood  from  the  wound  on  the  head  had  not  been 
washed  away. 

^^  What  is  the  meaning  of  this  ?^  demanded  he, 
in  a  tone  of  indignation.  **  Did  I  not  order  a  me- 
dical man  to  be  sent  for  to  dress  the  wounds  of 
this  unfortunate  r 

**  What  now,  mister,  whatever^s  your  name- 
did  you  fimcy  we  were  not  up  to  that?^ 

**  Up  i— did  I  not  pledge  myself  for  the  money 
you  might  expend?^ 

^*  Aye,  aye,  money  enow— 4mt  how  gotten^s 
the  question.^ 

<^  That  is  no  question  for  you,  woman— 'I  com- 
missioned you  to  procure  advice  for  this  poor 
babe — and  if  any  evil  results  from  the  neglect 
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of  my  injunctioiiB,  be  assured  yoa  shill  pay  most 
dearly  for  your  share  in  it^ 

^  Harry  come  up— I  should  like  to  see  what 
diee^'st  aUe  to  do— D^e  think  Fve  lived  to  these 
days  to  be  done  by  such  a  whifler  as  thee— who^d 
be  the  fool  then,  I  wonder,  if  I  was  to  come  for 
to  go  to  fidsify  the  evidence  of  this  poor,  bar- 
barously murdered,  little  innocent,  by  washing 
away  the  prooft  of  your  wicked  bloody  deeds  P^ 

*^  The  child  stiU  lives,"^  cried  he,  without  re- 
garding her  observations,  and  he  took  its  little 
hand  in  his  own. 

^  Let  alone,  master,""  said  one  of  the  men  who 
accompanied  him — **  ^tis  all  one  and  the  same  to 
jou,  whether  he  lives  or  dies — there^s  the  intent, 
as  you  knows  as  well  as  I — and  the  black  act 
win  do  your  business.^ 

^  Tes,^  observed  the  other,  looking  at  the  per-  ^ 
torbed  countenance  of  the  student,  who  bq^  to 
poceive   how   drcumstanoes   might  be  turned 
Mffhust  him. 

^'  Yes,  and  taken  in  the  very  act-»a  young 
mck,  master — ^not  up  to——'' 
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^  Pshaw,''  retorted  tbe  Templar,  <'  Tm  think- 
ing of  something  else.** 

^^  And  the  Lord  have  mercy  upon  you,''  add- 
ed the  woman ;  ^<  for  here  we  are  at  the  office, 
and  you  have  but  another  step  to  the  -^— — " 

Her  last  words  were  drowned  by  the  hooting 
and  hissing  of  the  surrounding  crowd,  and  when 
the  olgect  of  h^  denunciation  appeared,  following 
the  ghastly  .bloodrstained  in&nt  firom  the  carriage 
to  the  door  of  the  office,  a  rush  was  made  by  the 
inftiriated  populace,  who  would  certainly  have 
seized  and  sacrificed  him  to  their  vengeance,  had 
not  the  officers  oa  duty— who  were  in  some  mea- 
sure prepared  by  the  previous  ass^nbUng  of  the 
people  from  the  neighbeurhood  of  the  spot  where 
the  transacticm  had  taken  jdace-^dezterously  re- 
scued and  secured  his  person  within. 

Our  young  student  was  well  acquainted  with 
the  fi[)rms  oi  these  minor  courts,  and  although 
aware  of  the  difficulties  which  awaited  him  under 
certain  aspects  of  the  case,  still  doubted  not 
his  alnlity  to  make  it  good  when  he  should  omie 
to  the  ear  of  the  magistrate.  He  appears  either 
to  have  forgotten,  or  not  yet  to  have  learned  the 
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opmkm  proTerfaially  entertsmed  at  the  bar,  of  a 
dient— who  is  his  own  coudmI. 

Being  lodged  in  a  stnn^  iwxa  adJMning  the 
court,  until  the  necessary  evidence  should  be  col- 
lected, he  found  himself  shooldeied  and  josded 
by  a  group  of  [uncouth  and  savageJoddng  per- 
sonages,  who,not  recognizing  his  features  as  a  bom 
companion,  eyed  him  as  an  olgect  of  suspicion, 
and  even  as  an  interloper,  or  perhaps  a  spy,  whidi 
opinions  th^  communicated  to  each  other,  by  cer- 
tarn  winks,  and  signs,  and  slang,  known  only 
to  the  initiated.  At  lei^^,  one  of  the  party 
coming  up,  and  almost  thnisring  his  nose  in  his 
free,  observed  to  him,  <<  that  he  appeared  to  be 
fresL- 

^^  I  trust  I  shall  continue  so,^  answered  he 
nrther  contemptuously. 

"  Close,  I  perceive,"  retorted  the  other. 

^^  As  wax,"  replied  the  young  lawyer,  turning 
tqKm  his  heeL 

His  interrogator,  with  a  knowing  leer,  carriedhis 
eye  finmi  the  point  of  his  head  to  the  very  foot  of 
the  supposed  culprit-— and  dexterously  prelecting 
fiom  the  comer  of  his  mouth  a  copious  infusion  of 
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tobacco,  which  threatened,  without  touchmg  his 
person,  he  turned  to  his  companions,  and  observed, 
<<  that  the  genunan  was  cute^  and  knew  a  hand- 
spike fiom  a  saw — Hell  do,"^  he  added  in  a  lower 
tone,  ^^  if  well  handled — speak  to  him.^  The 
order  was  obeyed,  and  the  new  interlocutor  fol- 
lowed the  Templar  to  the  comer  of  the  room 
where  he  had  retired,  and  in  as  civil  a  tone  as  he 
could  assume,  *^  hoped  he  was  up  for  nothing 
capital.^ 

^^  Only  child  dropping,  and  an  intent  to  mur- 
der,^ was  the  very  quiet  reply. 

^^  A  fly-blow  !^  as  calmly  returned  the  interro- 
gator ;  ^^  done  in  no  time— my  Poll  shall  swear  as 
how  if  s  her  brat,  and  you  corned  in  and  runned 
away  with  it— «he^s  up  for  a  larceny,  and  they 
can^  do  much  to  such  as  she,  for  flea-bottoming 
her  own  flesh." 

"  I  thmk  you,  Sir,"  returned  the  Templar, 
with  most  provoking  sangfroid ;  *^  but  the  case, 
in  my  opinion,  stands  better  upon  its  own  bottom." 

"  So,  you  won't  be  advised  ?" 

"  Not  at  present.  Sir." 

"  Then  you  may  be         " 
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Wliat  he  might  be,  we  may  guess,  but  cannot 
positiyely  aflbrm,  for  at  the  predse  moment  of 
time  our  Templar  was  touched  mi  the  shoulder  by 
one  of  his  original  conductors,  and  led  by  him 
straight  into  the  dock,  or  box,  in  which  gentlemen 
who  become  suspected  of  a  breach  of  law  are 
^^  put  to  the  qtieHion,'^  and  submitted  to  the 
modem  torture  of  examination. 

The  evidence  having  been  minutely  stated  and 
recorded^  and  little  or  no  contradiction  appearing 
upon  the  &ce  of  it,  there  remained  nothing  for 
the  sitting  magistrate  to  do,  beyond  demanding 
ci  the  culprit  what  he  had  to  say,  in  the  way  of 
defence  or  explanation.  This  was  prefiu^  by  a 
question  touching  his  name  and  place  of  abode, 
to  which  the  Templar  replied,  that  he  must  for 
the  present  dedine  communicating  rith^,  unless 
in  confidence  to  the  magistrate,  as  he  was  unwiU- 
ing  to  expose  his  family  and  connections  to  un- 
necessary alarm,  by  giving  publicity  to  a  name 
thus  accidentally  coupled  with  a  transaction,  in 
which  he  was  compelled  to  bear  a  part  to  his  own 
detriment.  He  then  proceeded  to  state  the  cir- 
cumstances as  they  had  actually  occurred,  and 
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asBUied  the  court,  that  if  the  person  to  whose 
custody  he  had  been  entrusted  had  not  denied 
him  all  means  of  aocess  to  Us  friends,  be  could 
have  produced  evidence  to  show,  where  and  how 
he  had  passed  his  time  up  to  within  a  few  mo* 
ments  of  the  period  spedfied  in  the  diarge,  and 
to  prove  the  utter  impossibility  of  his  being  just* 
ly  implicated  in  die  transaction,  beyond  the  in* 
voluntary  share  whidi  he  had  borne  in  it,  and 
whidi  he  had  just  stated. 

The  magistrate  informed  him,  that,  of  course, 
every  opportunity  would  be  afforded  of  clearing 
himsdf,  but  more  gravely  added,  *<  That  the 
charge  involved  in  it  circumstances  which  could 
by  no  means  be  so  summarily  disposed  aiy  as  he 
appeared  to  imagine;  and  that  the  simple dedara- 
tion  of  his  innocence,  he  must  be  aware,  cotdd 
have  no  weight  in  a  question  of  sudi  a  nature. 
Here  is,^  continued  he,  ^^  strongly  corroborated 
evidence,  which  you  do  not  even  attempt  to  in- 
validate, to  prove  that  you  were  found  in  the  very 
act  of  depositing,  or  dropping  a  child,  at  the  door, 
or  on  the  door-seat,  of  one  Alice  or  Al'ce  Halpin.^ 

"  She's  no  one,"  interrupted  the  virago;  ^  ATce 
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Haljnn  won't  want  owners,  ITl  warrant  ye,  for 
want  of  being  known.'*' 

"  Siloice,  you  baggage.'* 

^  Baggage  me,  no  baggage^-Hset  me  down  a 
hoos^eeper-— aye,  a  Scot  and  lot, — a  — — >*" 

<^  Wm  nobody  silence  that  woman?  Young 
man,**  turning  to  the  Templar,  ^<  you  were  not 
enly  taken  in  the  act  of  dropping  a  half-murdered 
diild,  but  were  seiied  in  attempting  to  make  your 
escape." 

^^  Chily  when  a  fury  firom  Hell  appeared  to  be 
let  loose  upon  me.'' 

'^  Good  words,  good  words.  Sir.  Violent  lan- 
guage will  not  forward  your  cause  here." 

^  Let  die  stripling  talk,"  cried  Alice;  <^  he  was* 
BO  so  glib  w;hen  my  daw  was  at  his  weasand  last 
ni^t." 

^^  Take  that  woman  away,"  roared  the  justice, 
exasperated  by  her  interruptions. 

"  Hand  your  hand,  my  masters,  or  ye  may  rue 
it,"  exclaimed  she,  shaking  off  the  men  who  at- 
tempted to  seise  her,  as  if  they  were  babes ;  ^^  and 
as  finr  your  honour's  worship,  see  that  ye  hurt  not 
a  hair  of  that  lad's  head.     He's  as  innocent  as 
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die  child's  self— aye,  as  the  diild  that  is  to  be 

bornr 

<^  And  how  the  deuce  do  you  know  any  thmg. 
about  the  matter,  Mrs  Scot  and  Lot?"* 

>^  Because  I  read  it  in  bis  fiico— ay^  and  he 
may  read  it  in  mine.^ 

'^  There^s  more  in  this  than  meets  the  eye,^ 
obswed  the  magistrate  to  a  person  near  him. 
^^  Do  you  know  the  jnrisoner,  Mistress  Alice?** 

^^  Two  words  to  that  bargain,  your  worship; 
I  know  he's  not  the  man  you  take  him  fiir.^ 

^^  I  take  him  only  as  he  is  implicated  in  the 
diatge  befinre  me**** 

<'  Th^  you  take  him  wnmgfully,  I  tell  ye,  if 
ye  take  him  for  a  ^^^—.  Haric  ye,  young  man,"" 
tumii^  round  upon  the  siqqposed  culprit ;  **  how 
came  the  babe  by  them  three  bloody  cuts?^ 

*^  I  know  not,''  replied  he,  regarding  die  woman 
with  equal  surprise  and  cont^npt 

**  Upm  your  soul,  you  know  not  T 

"Pshaf 

**  Answer  her,"  said  the  mi^;i8trate^  addressii^ 
lum ;  ^^  it  may  do  you  some  servke,  whatever  it 
may  do  for  hersetf." 
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^  I  ftor  ye  noi^"^  retorted  Alice ;  ^^  speak  ap» 
my  lad,  and  swear  that  ye  bore  no  hand  or  part 
in  the  deed.^ 

^^  Upon  my  soul,  Sir,^  addressii^  the  magi- 
ftrate,  <<  I  am  whdly  ignorant  of  any  thing  con- 
nected  with  the  child,  or  with  the  barborttiea  prao- 
tbednponit^ 

^  Enough,^  cried  she;  ^  I,  then,  your  worship, 
am  ready  to  swear,  that  I  saw  the  child  giren  in- 
to his  chacrge  by  ■    '    ^ 

"By  whmnr 

"  I  know  not— a  woman.'" 

"  From  whence  did  yon  see  it?^ 

"  From  my  own  casement"* 

"It  was  dark?'' 

"  L^htenowjRir  them  as  sees  with  half  aneye.^ 

"  Woman,  you  are  trifling  with  the  court** 

**  I  swear. — ^Will  you  take  my  oath  f^ 

"  I  am  doubtfbl  whether  -*— -^ 

^^  Young  man,  daim  your  right,  the  law  is  on 
your  side,  my  oath  acquits  ye.^ 

The  magistrate  no  longer  opposed  her,  and  the 
oath  being  administered,  she  repeated  her  testi- 
mony ;  **  and  here,**  she  added,  **  ye  may  dis- 
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charge  the  lad;  and  ye  can  ha^  notUng  ftirdier 
with  APee  Halpin.'' 

^^  Not  80  fast,  my  good  woman,  I  have  not  yet 
done  with  you." 

^^  What  ha^  ye  to  do  wT  me P  Fm notchaiged 
— IVe  said  my  say,  and  let^s  see  who  will  stand 
atween  Al^ce  Halpin  and  her  own  threshold, 
barring  the  law,  your  honour^s  worship,  which  ye 
know  is  out  of  the  question  just  now?" 

*^  I  know  no  such  thing,  good  Mistress  Alice, 
so  rest  peaceably  where  you  are,  and  answer  me 
truly." 

At  this  moment  a  loud  clamour  was  heard  finom 
without,  followed  by  a  rush  of  many  persons 
through  the  door  of  the  office.  A  young  woman, 
of  decent  but  distracted  appearance,  without  doak 
or  bcmnet,  was  dragged  forward  I^  two  or  three 
of  the  runners,  and  immediately  placed  at  the  side 
of  the  Templar  at  the  bar.  In  the  mean  while, 
a  respectable  looking  middle^^ged  man  had  advan- 
ced to  the  bench,  and  addressed  himself  in  a  low 
tone  of  voice  to  the  magbtrate.  Silence  having 
been  obtained,  the  officer  who  had  the  woman  in 
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custody  was  dedied  to  declare  the  matter  with 
wUdi  she  stood  charged. 

In  Tery  few  words  the  man  related,  that  faifiiF- 
madon^had  been  given  by  a  person  from  the  coun- 
try, the  same  who  was  now  standing  near  his 
wordiip,  diat  the  infimt  child  of  a  gentleman  of 
finrtane  and  respectabiH^,  in  the  North  of  Eng- 
land, had  been  stolen  a  short  time  before ;  that 
the  alarm  haying  been  soon  gii^en,  and,  frx>m  sos- 
pidon  attaching  to  a  female  stranger,  who  had 
been  oboenred  lurking  unemployed  in  the  neigh- 
faonrliood  for  several  diqrs,  a  hue  and  cry  had  been 
raised;  that,  having  traced  her  and  thechildfrom 
stage  to  stage,  though  by  several  drcuitous  routes, 
she  had^  at  length,  been  discovered  on  the  even- 
ing before  in  a  court  near  the  Temple,  and  him- 
self and  two  companions  despatched  to  ajqprehend 
her ;  that,  upon  entering  her  house,  and  being 
charged  with  the  offence,  she  denied  the  fiu^  and 
whilst  parleying  with  them,  she  contrived  to  ap- 
proach a  door,  through  which  she  darted,  and  hav- 
log  fiwtened  it  within,  Aey  were  detained  a  few 
minutes  in  breaking  it  op^,  which  enaUed  her 
to  seiie  the  child  in  her  arms,  and  make  her  escape 
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dmnigh  a  back  ealnmoe ;  that,  having  caught  a 
glimpse  of  her  figure,  so  aa  to  a80»taiu  the  di- 
rection she  was  taking,  they  pursued  her  through 
several  by-alleys  and  courts;  that,  at  length, 
gaining  upon  her,  she  uttered  a  scream  and  a  cry 
of  murder,  which  seemed  to  add  new  vigour  to  her 
%[fat ;  and  that,  upon-  finally  emerging  fixan  the 
labyrinth,  and  tuminginto  Bridge  Street,  they  m^ 
rested  her  steps,  but,  the  child  was  gone. 

The  country  gentleman,  who  gave  his  name  as 
Mr  Hedges,  an  attorney  at  Penrith  in  Cumbeiu 
land,  eonfirmed  the  testimony  of  this  man,  and 
entered  into  a  detail  of  all  thecircum9tanees,fiNmi 
the  first  abduction  of  the  child,  to  the  discovieiy 
ofit  in  London. 

The  court  proceeded  to  interrogate  the  fismale 
prisoner,  touching  her  motives  and  inducement  to 
commit  so  atrocious  an  act ;  to  which,  as  often  as 
the  question  was  put  to  her,  die  repeated  her  in. 
nocence  of  the  crime,  finllowed  by  convulsive  bursts 
of  tears. 

<<  Woman,  woman  reclaimed  die  maffatt^^ 
^  the  drcumstanees  against  you  are  so  dear  and 
evidenty  that  your  denial  of  the  chaige  is  useless, 
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Md  OM  do  ymi  no  good.  It  is  tmcad  lo  your 
door;  yow  punoeis  severlosl  seent  of  you  firora 
dio  monent  you  left  Cumberlaad.^ 

^  So  he^  me  Henven !  I  never  was  twenty 
kOob  from  LondoA  in  my  I]fi>-^h !  give  ne  my 
oUld,  gtwe  me  my  dsilin^— Why  does  that  wo- 
man  kold  him  from  me  ?^ 

*^  PeorverBe  woman,  supposti^  we  wete  induoed 
to  bdi«Te  your  assertion^  how  are  we  to  account 
fiw  aa  attempt  ^on  the  fife  of  your  own  child  ?^ 

^  Ufe !  file  of  my  hoy  { I  would  die  a  thousand 
deaths  rather  than  injure  him—who  barges  me^ 
who  dares?*— ""and  a  ftesh  burst  of  tears  chcAed 
herutteranoe.  She  would  have  fiiOen  to  the  ground 
had  not  the  offioor,  who  had  charge  of  her,  cauj^t 
her  in  his  arms. 

^  I  donH  know  what  to  make  of  this,"*  observed 
die  magistrate,  as  he  spoke  apart  to  the  country 
agent. 

It  i^eared  that  in  the  pmess  of  ecHnparii^ 
the  evidence,  with  his  own  surmises,  he  was  indu* 
eed  to  entertana  some  doubts  as  to  the  guilt  of  the 
youngwmnanat  the  bar,aAd  that  thestrdngmatemal 
feeUngs  displayed  were  of  a  nature  to  convey  the 
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impression  of  their  being  genuine,  for  he  repeated 
to  the  Cumberhind  attorney  the  difficulty  he  felt 
in  discovering  any  of  the  usual  traits  of  hardness 
or  depravity,  which  his  experience  in  such  cases 
taught  him  to  look  for.  He  asked  him,  if  he  him- 
self had  seen  and  known  her  person,  previous  to 
the  period  of  the  child^s  abductdim.  He  admitted 
that  he  had  not,  but  that  the  nurse  of  the  child, 
who  had  also  been  the  companion  of  his  journey, 
was  now  in  waiting  in  the  carriage,  which  had  coo- 
veyed  him  to  the  office,  and  could,  he  doubted 
not,  identify  her  person. 

This  woman  was  immediately  summoned,  and, 
upon  being  confronted  with  the  prisoner,  denied 
all  knowledge  of  her,  admitting  that  she  had  ^^  ne- 
ver seen  her  in  her  life  before.^ 

The  female  prisoner,  apparently  regardless  of 
herself  or  her  fate,  prayed  only  for  the  restora- 
tion of  her  child.— >^^  Give  him  to  me, — for  the  love 
of  Heaven — gentlemen,-«-give  me  my  boy,  and  do 
with  me  as  you  please.'^ 

^^  Be  composed,  my  poor  woman,^  replied  the 
maf^trate,  ^^  you  shall  have  ample  justice  done 
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to  you ;  calm  yoiirsdf,  and  prepare  to  answer  snch 
questions  as  shall  be  put  to  you.**^ 

"  Pray, — pray," — she  cried  the  more  eagerly, 
"  g^e  me  my  child  and  let  me  go ;  I  want  no 
questiona  to  be  put  to  me.*" 

^  That  does  not  lest  with  you,"  was  the  an- 
swer, and  the  officers  of  the  court  constrained  her 
to  submit. 

*^  The  child  whom,  in  your  flight  last  night, 
y<m  threw  into  the  arms  of  this  young  man,"  point- 
k^  to  the  Templar. 

^  Was  it  you.  Sir  ?"  turning  her  eyes  rapidly 
towards  the  Templar,  without  r^arding  her  inter- 
rogator; '^  was  it  you  that  saved  my  child?— 
God  bless  you,— Uess  you  for  it !" 

'^  Sil^oe,  my  good  woman ;  listen  to,  and  an- 
swer my  question.  The  infant  you  gave  into  lus 
arms  was  your  own,  you  say  ?" 

"  It  was, — it  was,  as  I  hope  for  mercy." 

"  Produce  the  child." 

The  constable^a  wife  came  forward  with  the  in- 
fimt,  wrapped  In  the  tattered  mantle,  in  which  it 
bad  been  delivered  to  the  Templar  the  night  be- 
fore. 
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<<  Is  tluit  chiM  younT  again  demanded  the 
magistrate  of  the  prisoner,  irho  was  scaredy  lo  be 
restrained  witlmi  the  bar  in  her  att^npt  to  grasp 
at  theinfimt 

<<  Yes,— yes,-^t  is  iMie,— k  is  my  own.^ 

*^  Wait,  my  good  woman,  until  you  have  seen 
it«iHnioo¥er  the  ehild.^ 

He  was  obeyed,  when  the  ghastly  hue  and 
blood-stained  fiioe  of  the  poor  nnlbclanate  burst- 
ing upon  the  view  of  the  prisoner,  she  soreamed 
in  a  voice  that  penetrated  eyeiy  eai  and  ev^ 
heart  ^  He  is  muideied*wny  babe,— 4Hy  pre- 
cious babe-Jie  has  doneit^*!  knew  it,«^  knew 
it,^-*-«and  fell  senseless  on  the  floor. 

Every  attempt  to  restore  her  to  her  senses  was 
vain,  and  she  was  carried  into  a  room  adjmning 
the  office,  in  order  that  the  fiirther  investigation 
of  this  strange  affiiur  tnight  be  canied  on  with- 
out interruption.  The  magistrate,  turning  towards 
the  young  Templar,  observed  to  him,  that,  ftom 
the  woman^s  evidence,  nd  ftom  die  situatien  in 
which  she  had  just  left  the  court,  it  was  dear  diat 
the  wound  must  have  been  fa^icted  upon  the 
child  after  she  had  delivered  it  into  his  chaige. 
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^  I  Uve  abea^ty  svcifn  to  the  contnxy  ,^  repU 
the  jcvDg  num,  vith  Bomt  degree  of  petulance. 

^^  FaoU,  Sir,  are  nippoaod  to  your  aasertioiL^ 

^<  It  rests  not  upon  my  aseertiim;  the  womaa, 
Halpm,  has  ooRoboiated  my  tesdmony ;  she  saw 
the  child  delivered  to  me,  and  could  not  have  lost 
s^t  of  me  fijg  two  minutes.^ 

<<  We  must  hear  this  woman  again,^  and,  turn. 
H^  to  interrogate  her,  the  magistrate,  in  vain, 
soof^t  her  amcmg  the  witnesses.  ^*  Call  Afice 
Halpin,^  cried  the  magistrate,  addxeswng  him- 
sdf  to  his  people. 

She  was  no  where  to  be  found.  ^^  Pursue  her ; 
that  woman  knows  more  than  she  is  disposed  to 
teD,*^  added  he,  and,  in  a  lower  tone,  observed  to 
the  Temjdar,  <<  that  he  feared  she  was  a  witness 
who  would  do  him  little  credit^ 

<^  Sbs  is  no  witness  of  nune,''  retorted  hs, 

«  We  shaU  see." 

The  officers  had  been  too  alert  fiir  the  retiring 
iritness,  and  reproduced  her  in  court ;  but  her 
bddBesB  and  effinmtery  appeared  to  have  deserted 
her,  and,  when  biou{^  fiarward,  she  hung  down 
her  head  aad  was  silent 
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The  magistrate  addressed  her — 

^^  You  say,  Alice  Halpin,  that  you  saw  the 
woman,  who  has  just  left  the  bar,  deliver  the  in- 
fant into  the  arms  of  this  young  man  ?^ 

^^  I  said  no  such  thing,^  said  she  in  a  subdued 
tone  of  voice. 

^^  Hold  up  your  head,  and  speak  out ;— you 
swore,— voluntarily  swore  just  now,*— that  you  saw 
the  child  placed  in  his  arms  by    ■■     ^ 

''  Not  by  her.^ 

"  By  whom,  thai  ?^ 

"  I  know  not.** 

"  You  said "^ 

"  By  a  woman." 

"  By  that  woman  ^"^ 

"  Not  Judy  Mallory — ^not  she.'' 

**  Who  is  Judy  Mallory  ?"  demanded  the  ma- 
gistrate with  a  penetrating  look  at  the  woman. 

**  DoesnH  your  worship  know  her  ?" 

"How  should  I  r 

Ahoe  now  lifted  her  eyes  slowly  towards  the 
bar,  and  perceiving  only  the  Templar,  seemed  to 
be  in  some' measure  reassured,  and  replied  to  the 
magistrate  by  repeating  his  own  words«- 
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"  There  she  b— There  she  is,**  excUimed  a 
female  yoioe. 

"  Where?''  demanded  Alice  m  a  quick  tone, 
sndd^y  thiown  off  h^  guard;  when,  catching 
the  eye  of  die  woman  from  whose  lips  theciyhad 
i«roed,  fixed  upon  his,  she  started,  and  again 
hung  down  her  head. 

"  That's  the  woman,  my  Lord^-Sir your 

woiddp^I  would  swear  to  her  in  a  thousand."* 

"What  woman?" 

"  The  woman  that  stole  my  dear  young  mas- 
ter.'*, 

**  rU  swear  it  too,-'-thoi^h  she  be  in  other  guess 
dothes  as  she  had  in  Cumberhmd,''  exclaimed  a 
downish  sort  of  man-^servant 

"  Secure  her,  Mr  Tipstaff,"  said  the  magi- 
strate; ^'  I  thought  she  would  be  able  to  throw 
some  light  upon  this  business." 

The  eyidenoe  agamst  her  was  taken  in  detail, 
md  the  proofs  brought  home  in  a  manner  so  incon- 
trovertible, that  no  doubt  appeared  to  be  fordier 
entertained  upon  the  subject  The  magistrate  ad- 
dressed her—"  Alice  Halpin,  have  you  any  thing 
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to  say  against  the  evidaiice  now  pcodnoed  agamst 
you?'' 

<<  Nothing— but  that  it  is  ftlse  as  hcah"* 

^^  Poor  wretch !  this  will  avail  you  nothing.— 
What  were  your  motives  and  inducements  to 
such  a  step  ?-— Who  were  your  employers  P'* 

"  Those  who  pay  well— are  you  answered?^ 

^^  Reprobate ! — Remove  her  fiom  the  bar,  but 
guard  her  within  call>— we  have  not  yet  got  to 
the  bottom  of  this  business.-— Is  the  other  wcmian 
in  a  state  to  be  ftirther  interrogated?^  An  answer 
bdmg  given  in  the  affirmative,  she  was  again  pla- 
ced at  the  bar,  still  sobbing,  and  under  the  inflit* 
ence  of  her  overpowering  fteli]q;8. 

'^  What  is  your  name,  my  good  woman?^ 

**  Judith  Mallory,  your  honour.^ 

"  Judith  MalloryT 

^^  Oh !  then,  you  are  an  accomplice  with  this 
Alice  Halpin  r 

"  Who  told  you  so? — God  rf  mercy,  she  has 
betrayed  us !— Oh !  do  not  heUeve  [her— Do  not 
believe  her,  Sir— She  is  a  very,  very  wicked  wo- 
man to  say  so.^ 

'^  To  say  what  r* 
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^^  Nay,  Sir ,^  obsenred  our  ycfong  Templar, 
^  U  is  Bot  ccmaonaBt  with  die  spirit  of  our  laws 
to  entrap  m  ample  creature  like  this  into  seltoi- 
mmation.^ 

^^  Btfsenre  your  law,  yom^  man,  ibr  yourself, 
for  I  suspect  you  will  hare  need  of  it  alL  This 
'  simple  creature,^  who  may,  perhaps,  be  another 
of  ffour  witnesses,  is  eridently  implicated  in  the 
transaction  with  the  woman  just  before  us,  and  it 
is  my  du^  to  sift  the  questi<m  to  tlm  bottom."* 
Then  resuming  the  examination,  he  demanded  of 
the  you^g  woman  how  long  she  had  been  ac- 
^uonied  with  this  Alice  Halpin? 

^  That  may  be  a  proper  course,^  observed  oar 
Temj^,  with  the  satisfied  air  of  one  whose  coun- 
sd  had  been  taken. 

^  Win  you  be  silent,  Sir,  and  reserve  your 
oommenti  for  a  mote  fitting  occasion  P — ^Answer, 
wonuuL^ 

^  I  never  knew  of  hei^-HAevei^— till  this  sad 
business,  andl  always  said  it  would  cometo  this.^ 

"^  What  buriness  do  you  speak  cfr 

^  Oh !  your  worship  knows.^ 

'' She  has  confessed,  indeed,  that "" 
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^*  She  has  ! — ^the  wicked,  wicked  wretch— she 
Bwore  she  would  take  it  all  upon  herself;^  and 
here  the  unfortunate  creature  was  agam  drowned^ 
in  tears. 

^^  You  do  not  deny,  then,  that  you  were  con- 
cerned in  stealing  this  child  f^    - 

*'  It  was  to  save  my  own — ^my  darling  boy." 

^^  You  before  denied  having  been  in  Cumber- 
hind?'^ 

^  I. never  was,  your  worship;  she  did  it  all,  I 
only  paid  her." 

**  Peace,  you  silly  woman,"  exdaimed  our  im- 
prudent Templar,  ^^  you  are  not  called  upon  to 
criminate  yourself." 

"  Take  charge  of  that  troublesome  fellow," 
cried  the  magistrate,  in  a  tone  of  authority;  "  not 
content  with  having  the  Sword  of  Justice  sus- 
pended over  his  own  head,  he  would  take  it  out 
of  my  hand."  Here  was  "much  laughing,"as  is  the 
custom  in  our  good  country,  amid  the  gravest 
scenes  and  discussions,  if  a  fair  plea,  or  even  a 
forced  one,  can  be  pressed  into  the  service  as  an 
apology.  It  were  tedious  and  unnecessary  to  en- 
ter farther  into  the  details  of  this  examination. 
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The  case  was  clearly  made  out,  partly  by  ques- 
tkms  ingeniously  put,  and  ingenuously  answered 
by  one  at  least  of  the  two  women,  who,  though 
tnm  very  different  motites,  had  been  the  agents 
of  some  one  still  undiscoyered  in  purloining  the 
infimt  8(Hi  of  a  respectable  fiunily  in  Cumberland ; 
but  for  what  purpose,  or  at  whose  instigation, 
ooqU  not  be  discovered. 

Judith  Mallory  bowed  in  despairing  acquies- 
eence  to  the  decision  of  the  magistrate,  when  he 
directed  her  commitment  to  be  made  out,  in  order 
to  take  her  trial  widi  her  accomplice,  Alice  Hal- 
pb  ;*  but  when  she  demanded  in  conclusion,  that 
the  child  should  be  restored  to  her  as  a  matter  of 
ooune,  and  was  refused  in  terms  that  evinced  the 
opidffli  of  the  court  upon  so  audacious  a  requisi- 
tion, she  relapsed  into  her  former  extravagance, 
ttd  could  scarcely  be  restrained  from  some  act  of 
desperation,  by  the  strong  arm  of  the  subaltern 
mainers  of  justice. 

*^  What  law-— what  law  shaQ  rob  me  from  my 
hibe  ?— I  have  been  a  wicked  Eonful  creature— I 
nay  be  hanged— I  may  be  sent  over  seas — I 
dont  d^iy  it— I  may  deserve  it  aQ — but  I  have 

VOL.  I.  c 
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done  all  to  save  my  own  flesh  and  blood— 4aid 
shall  I  lose  that  too  ? — No,  no,  give  me  my  babe 
—you  have  no  right  to  tear  it  from  me  in  a 
Christian  country;^ — and  here  she  struggled 
more  violently  than  before  to  reach  the  woman 
who  held  the  child  near  the  bench,  and  who  was 
now  ordered  to  withdraw  with  it. 

"  Are  you  mad,  woman  ? — Do  you  expect  to 
keep  possession  of  the  child  because  you  have  sto- 
len it  ?^ 

"  Not  my  own — not  my  own  murdered  angel  !*** 

^^  Have  you  not  acknowledged  a  regular  and  me- 
ditated plan  for  robbing  a  respectable  family  of  a 
child,  which  child  is  traced  to  your  dwelling  T 

*^  Not  this — ^not  this  child — this— this  is  my 
own — ^my  own  flesh  and  blood — FU  take  my  so- 
lemn oath."^ 

^^  Peace,  silly  fool, — ^here  are  three  most  re- 
spectable witnesses — one,  the  nurse  who  attended 
the  mother  in  her  confinement,— one,  the  maid 
in  regular  attendance, — and  a  third,  who,  during 
six  weeks,  had  frequently  seen  the  child,  who,  all 
upon  oath,  affirm  its  identity; — and  shall  we  for 
a  moment  listen  to  the  ravings  of  a  woman  who^ 
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dime  has  apparently  turned  heat  hnin,  and  that, 
too,  against  her  own  admiBRJonH  and  cimfisssions ! 
— Take  her  away." 

^*  They  have  finrswom  themselves-^they  are 
perjury  aH  Yon  woman  says  it^s  so  mangled  she 
diould  not  have  known  it— -how  should  she?— ^sbe 
is  no  mother^— Oh  do  not  believe  them — the 
child,  I  call  heaven  to  witness,  is  my  own— my 
own." 

*^  Where,  then,  is  the  child  you  admit  to  have 
been  stolen?" 

"  I  know  not" 

^<  Have  you  no  story  to  account  for  this  sup- 
posed child?" 

^  None ! — I  dare  not,"— cried  she,  in  a  £resh 
agony  of  tears. 

*^  She^s  craied,"  exdaimed  Alice  Halpin^  vho 
had  been  brought  back  into  court,  in  order  that 
h^  commitment  might  be  made  out  ^'  CanH 
your  worship  see  the  poor  creature'^s  beside  her- 
self? This  child  is  no  more  hers  than  it's  mine." 

^^  Is  this  not  the  very  child  that  was  stden 
hy  you  ?"  asked  the  magistrate. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


36  PEBCT  MALLOEY. 

**  It  is  the  very  child  that  left  Cumberland, 
your  worship,  in  strange  company  !^ 

"  It  is  fidse — false— cruel  Al'ce,— you  know 
the  childr^is  — — -" 

^^  Is  the  same,^  exclaimed  Alice,  raismg  her 
voice,  <*  and  I  swear  it—- Would  you  have  their 
honours  believe  there  was  another,  and  that  you 
had  murdered  itf^  added  she,  in  a  more  solemn 
tone,  to  her  accomplice. 

^^  I  had  no  hand  in  the  murder,  if  murder 
there  was,^  sobbed  out  the  other. — ^<  The  babe  ia 
safe  for  me,  and  what  have  I  now  to  fear— the 
child  was  sound  and  unhurt  last  night  when  I 
gave  it  into  the  anno        ^ 

^^  Of  this  young  man,^  again  intMrupted  Alice, 
pointing  to  the  Templar. 

"No,  nor 

"  Yes,  fool«i--and  you  struck  its  head  against 
my  door  post." 

"  Not  I — not  I,  your  worship,  as  I  hope  for 
mercy  here  and  hereafter ;  the  blessed  child  was 
without  wound  or  blemish.^ 

**  When  you  gave  it  to  this  gentleman  P'' 

*'  Not, — ^not  to  Atw." 
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^^  Did  you  not  give  it  to  him  ?^ 

"  Yea — no— 4t  was  my  own." 

^^  Take  her  away,  officer,  take  her  from  the 
bnw-ihe  poor  creature  is  really  beside  herself." 

^  She  is,  and  like  your  worship,"  eiied  Alioe, 
wiA  a  sneer  of  mixed  oontempt  and  triumph, — 
^  and  it^s  a  widced  thing  to  wuh  to  keep,  as  well 
ss  steal  other  folks^  diilder,*^isn*t  it,  your  wor- 

It  was  with  diffieulty  the  frenned  Judith  Mai- 
loiy  was  removed  firom  the  court,— «he  still  strug- 
1^  and  difflMnded  her  in&nt,  whilst  the  more 
powerful  Alice  Halpin  helped  to  carry  her  finrth, 
and  to  drown  her  unseasonable  expostulations,  in 
hor  loudly  vodftrated  denials  of  the  child  being 


The  diare  of  the  young  Temjdar  in  the  trans- 
actum  stUl  remained  to  be  cleared  up;  but  a  sur- 
geon baring  now  given  his  opinion  that  the 
wound  inflicted  on  the  diild  appeared  to  be  acd- 
dentd,  and  evidaitly  the  consequence  of  a  fiJl, 
and  the  young  gentleman  having  referred  to  cer- 
tain reqieclaUe  friends  known  to  his  worship,  he 
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was  readily  admitted  to  personal  bail  for  his  ap- 
pearance when  necessary. 

He  was  accordingly  discharged,  and,  by  being 
suffered  to  depart  by  apriyate  way,  escaped  Imng 
torn  in  i»eces  by  an  infuriated  mob  for  hav- 
ing, as  it  should  appear,  accidentally  made  a 
wrong  turn  into  a  Mind  alley,  and,  at  the  pre- 
cise moment  of  time,  when  he  ought  to  have 
been— any  where  else. 

In  a  few  weeks,  the  trial  came  on  at  the  Old 
Bailey  Sessions.  Little  more  transpired  on  the 
occasion  beyond  that  with  which  the  reader  is  al- 
ready acquainted^  except  that  the  husband  of  Ju- 
dith Mallory  (who,  it  appeared,  had  absconded, 
and  could  no  where  be  discovered)  was,  by  the 
averment  of  the  prisoners,  the  original  instigator 
of  the  crime,  although  his  motives,  or  his  employ- 
ers^ were  equally  unknown  to  them. 

It  came  out  in  the  course  of  the  evidence,  that 
Judith  Mallory  had,  jointly  with  her  husband, 
n^otiated  the  affair  with  Alice  Halpin,— that 
she  had  already  received  an  hundred  poimds  for 
the  job,  besides  all  her  expenses,— 4uid  that  the 
money  was  supplied  by  her  husband,  although 

10 
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she  was  unaoquaiiited  with  the  source  from 
whoioe  he  had  drawn  it)— he  being  a  poor  man, 
and  only  ocawionally  employed  as  a  copying 
derk  in  an  attorney's  office.  It  appeared  also, 
Aat  hor  inducement  to  take  so  active  a  share  in 
the  transaction  was  the  apprehension,  and  even 
the  actual  threat,  of  having  her  own  child  torn 
from  her,  if  another  could  not  be  found,— and— 
which  served  to  throw  a  still  more  mysterious 
vca  over  the  whole  affiur— that  a  specific  olgect 
had  been  pointed  out,  as  necessary  to  the  views 
of  thdr  bidden  employer,  and  the  child  of  a  Mr 
Leviaon  Rycott  of  Cumberland  named  for  the 
pmiNise. 

Alice  Hidpin,  who  had  for  some  time  kept  a 
poMic-house  of  no  very  pure  fame  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  Mallorys,  and  who  was  known 
to  have  formerly  been  attached  to  a  wandering 
tribe  of  gypsies  in  the  north,  though  subsequent- 
ly  a  sutler  and  follower  of  the  British  army  on 
foreign  service— appeared  to  the  husband  to  be  a 
fit  and  apt  agent  for  his  purpose,  and  she  having 
chcerfiilly  met  his  first  overtures,  was  finally  em- 
ployed to  carry  the  project  into  effect. 
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This  wcnnan  was  igncarant  of  the  ocnnection  be^ 
tween  her  accidental  rencontre  with  the  young 
Templar,  and  the  transaction  in  which  she  per- 
formed so  jffincipal  a  part,  until  it  was  too  late  to 
profit  by  it,  and  the  unesqpected  qipearance  of 
Judith  Mallory,  in  charge  of  the  officers  of  jus- 
tice, frustrated  the  plan  she  had  previously  ar- 
ranged for  eluding  the  vigilance  of  the  magi- 
strate. Her  daring  hardihood  afterwards  did  not 
desert  her,  when  she  perceived  the  inevitable 
consequences  that  must  follow  the  dear  evidence 
against  her.  She  had  led  a  wandering  Hfis,  and 
was  almost  indifferent  whether  her  fate  led  her  to 
the  distant  shores  of  the  Pacific  Ocean,  or  still 
left  her  on  the  muddy  bank*  <tf  the  Thames. 
She  was  a  female  citixei  of  the  world — an  Ana- 
charsis  Cloots  enjupan! 

What  were  her  motives  for  contradicting  the 
evidence  of  her  fellow  prisoner,  as  to  the  identity 
of  the  child,  it  is  not  easy  to  diving  supposing 
the  latter  to  have  no  olgect  beyond  maternal  af- 
fectiim  for  claiming  it,«^-^r  it  came  out  in  the 
course  of  the  trial, — at  least,  it  was  affirmed  by 
Judith  Mallory,  with  every  appearance  of  since- 
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lity,  that,  on  the  eTening  when  the  officers  had 
entered  her  hafaitstkni,  and  within  a  Toy  few  mi- 
nmes  of  their  arriyal,  she  had  herself  ddivered 
the  stolen  diild  into  the  hands  i^her  husband,^— 
and,  fiom  that  period,  had  neither  mm  nor  heard 
of  dther  tbe  one  or  the  other. 

Still  Alice  Halpin  maintained,  that  the  child 
ddivered  to  the  Temphir,  or,  at  least,  found  in 
his  possession,  was  the  one  she  had  been  employ- 
ed to  cany  off;  and  her  evidence  on  this  occa- 
sion was  fully  corroborated,  as  we  have  seen,  by 
tl^  testimony  of  the  domestics  of  Mr  Levison 
Ryoott,  who  had  accompanied  that  g^tleman^s 
agoit  to  town. 

The  case  appeared,  both  to  the  judge  and  ju- 
ry, to  be  so  clearly  made  out,  that  a  verdict  was 
given,  without  the  latter  leaving  the  court, 
against  both  die  prisoners ;  and  the  subsequait 
sentence  of  transportation  for  fourteen  years  pass- 
ed upon  them. 

The  innocent  cause  of  all  this  mischief  and  con- 

fiuiim  was  safely  reconducted  to  Cumberland,  and 

received  with  due  transport,  it  may  be  conceived, 

by  its  parents,— whilst  in  due  time,  Judith  Mal- 
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lory,  and  her  more  accomjdidied  oompftnion,  Alice 
Halpin,  were  dismissed  on  their  voyage  to  a  new 
world, — and  if  report  speaks  true,  a  much  more 
delightftd  one  than  that  from  which  their  crimes 
had  exiled  them,— a  sdedsm  in  our  national  po- 
licy which  at  least  Hunts  the  point  of  the  stale 
sarcasm  against  a  sentence  of  Scotch  expatria- 
tion! 
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Iris  the  more  usual  way  with  histcnical  writers^ 
and  b  oertainly  more  strictly  correct  in  point  of 
chronology,  which,  I  believe^  is  sometimes  called 
one  of  die  handmaids  of  history^  to  give  some  ac- 
eoont  of  a  fiither  before  his  son  is  introduced  up- 
on die  stage  ao  one  naturally  descends  from  the 
iqiper  to  the  second,  and  so  down  a  whole  flight 
of  steps,  as  the  safest  and  readiest  mode  of  secur- 
ing a  fidr  landing  at  the  bottom.  But  there  are 
eiceptions  to  all  rules ;  and  as  the  father  very 
pnhably,  in  the  present  instance,  might  never 
have  been  thought  worthy  of  any  particular  re- 
cofd,  unless  the  son,  in  process  of  time,  had  ren- 
dered himself  obnoxious  to  the  pen  of  the  histo- 
rian, 80,  as  the  son,  by  a  stninge  concatenation  of 
circumstances,  not  only  b^an  to  travel  before  he 
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had  found  his  Iq^  but  had  appeared  in  more 
than  one  Court  of  Justice  to  accuse^  convict,  and 
expatriate  two  fiill-grown  persons,  and  to  outlaw 
a  third,  without  having  yet  learnt  to  supply  his 
own  most  necessary  wants,  it  is  clear,  that  he  must 
have  been  the  most  extraordinary  child — I  cannot 
say  of  his  years,  or,  perhaps,  stricdy  speaking,  of 
his  standing,  but  of  his  days-^whilst  his  fiither, 
on  the  contrary,  was,  indeed,  a  most  respectable 
country  gentleman, — that  is,  in  his  own  way  ,-^ut 
who,  for  the  ten  preceding  years,  had  travelled,  it 
is  affirmed,  little  beyond  his  own  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood ;  and,  although  actually  in  the  commis- 
sion of  the  peace,  had  never  been  known  to  ooo- 
vict  a  single  individual  for  any  thing  move  hein- 
ous than  a  petty  larceny,  nor  borne  even  a  part 
(as  one  of  the  quorum)  in  the  inflioticm  of  any 
heavier  penalty  than  a'private  whipping,  or  hard 
labour  for  three  months  in  the  county  bridewell. 
The  happy  discovery  of  the  <<  Tread-Mill""  had 
not  then  been  made,  which  I  simply  mention  to 
avoid  the  possible  charge  of  anachronism  in  the 
detail  of  events  which  it  has  fUlen  to  my  lot  to 
narrate  for  the  benefit  and  example  of  posterity. 
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Mr  LcFviaon  Rycott  was  a  gentleman,  living 
in  apparent  affluence  upon  property  of  his  own,  in 
Comberland,  situated  in  one  of  those  wild  and  ro- 
mantic  Tallies  formed  by  the  mountainous  chain 
of  Hdv^yn^  and  opening  upon  the  picturesque 
banks  of  UUswat^.  W<dston  W(»rthy,  the  name 
of  his  demesne,  had  evidently  been,  in  its  angm- 
al  state^Btde  more  than  a  cottage,  or  fium-house; 
and  although,  at  the  period  when  it  becomes  our 
duty  to  break  in  upon  this  gentleman'^s  retirement, 
it  was  not  <mly  a  commodious,  but  a  spadous 
house,  it  retained  much  of  its  original  character; 
and  the  experienced  eye  at  once  perceived,  that, 
as  rooms  had  been  wanted,  they  had  been  added  ac- 
cording to  the  notions  of  comfort  and  accommoda- 
tion, rather  than  upon  any  principle  of  s}rmmetry 
or  unity  of  design.  It  was  not  <m  that  account^ 
however,  less  pleasing  to  the  eye,  or  less  in  cha- 
racter with  the  surrounding  scenery.  The  grounds 
about  it  presented  an  unev^  surface ;  but  well 
wooded,  and  assuming  the  appearance  of  lawn 
and  paddodc,  such  as  are  to  be  found  about  the 
mansions  of  country  gentlemen,  in  the  more 
southerly  parts  of  England.     In  every  direction, 
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except  towards  the  lake,  this  little  home  view  was 
confined  and  surrounded  by  rocky  and  bold  emi- 
nences, rising,  as  they  receded,  into  the  loftier  and , 
more  simple  forms  of  mountain  outline,— -whose 
peaks  again  were  embraced  and  shrouded  by  every 
passing  vapour  or  doud,— or  absorbed  in  the  tints 
0f  the  atmosphere.  Mr  Rycott  was  an  oddity  in 
his  way,  as  the  reader  may  have  firequent  occasion 
to  remark.  He  had  long  retired  from  the  w(»rld, 
4nd  bore  about  him  the  characteristics  of  a  man 
who  had  been  disgusted  with  mankind,  rather 
than  influenced  by  a  love  of  seclusion,  as  the 
means  of  cultivating  abstract  studies,  or  literary 
tastes. 

These  were  exhibited  in  a  sort  of  petulant  op- 
position to  the  opinions  and  judgment  of  others, 
however  founded,  or  however  elicited,  and  an  ha- 
Jbitual  tendency  to  suspect  every  man  who  approach- 
ed him  of  some  sinister  design. 

He  was  not  deficient  in  good  qualities,  but  his 
habits  and  his  temper  too  often  intercepted  or  mo- 
dified their  exercise ;  and  his  general  character 
among  those  whom  chance  or  business  brought  in 
cpntoct  with  him  was  that  of  a  ^^  cross-gr^ed. 
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wU^f-ih^-Jway  sort  of  a  gendeman.''  If  it  might 
be  infierred,  tt6m  his  mode  of  life,  that  he  was 
dislruMtful  of  his  fellow  man,  it  was  still  more  evi- 
dent, that  be  considered  Nature  to  be  in  one  per- 
petual warfioe  against  him;  for,  whether  induced 
by  die  listlessness  of  a  life  of  retirement,  without 
the  habits  of  rendering  it  either  interesting  or 
profitable,  or  firom  slight  causes  unduly  magnified 
fiom  being  made  the  constant  olgect  of  solicitude 
and  reflection,  certain  it  is,  that  there  is  no  dis- 
ease to  be  found  in  the  nomenclature  of  human 
suflerings,  with  which,  at  some  period  or  other  of 
his  life,  Mr  Levison  Rycott^s  vivid  imaginadon 
had  not  been  visited  or  direatened. 

These  are  the  shades ;— I  repeat,  there  were 
bright  spots  about  the  picture ;  and  I  take  it  to 
be  a  more  kindly  part  to  point  out  die  pardal  de- 
ficts  of  a  fiiend,  upon  a  first  introducdon,  than  to 
leave  them  to  be  discovered  by  the  world;  first,  b&. 
cause  it  prevents  disappointment;  and,  secondly, 
because  tUa  Qitme  world,  when  it  has  made  the 
discovery,  is,  in  its  extreme  love  of  jusdce,  very  fire- 
quendy  diBposedtotakeas  much  credit  for  what  it 
sqspBCtstobe  behind,  as  for  what  it  has  authoriUh 
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dvely  ascertained.  I  haye,  therefore,  been  at  the 
pains  to  sum  up  what  I  believe  may  fidirly  amount 
to  the  total  of  the  legitimate  chatgea  against  the 
physical  man,-«-namely,  that  he  was  a  peevish  va- 
letudinarian. Of  his  moral  worth,  the  reader 
must  hereafter  judge  for  himsel£ 

He  had  been  settled  fbr  many  years  in  this  se- 
clusion, and  had  encountered  certain  and  obvious 
misfortunes,  whidi  his  neighbours,  however,  did 
not  conceive  to  be  of  sufficient  weight  to  account 
for  the  irritable  habits  which  had  so  long  survived 
them.  He  had  lost  several  children— and  some 
of  them  under  circumstances  most  trying  to  the 
feelings  of  a  parent.  Thus  bereft,  he  had  arrived 
at  the  middle  age  of  man,  when  the  prt^:nancy  of 
Mrs  Rycott  was  unexpectedly  announced  in  due 
form,  and  an  activity  excited  in  the  household, 
whidi  had  appeared  to  the  surrounding  gossips  to 
be  finally  settling  down  into  a  sterile  and  dormant 
state.  In  due  time  a  man  child  made  its  appear- 
ance ;  but,  as  if  to  justify  the  querulous  apprdien- 
sions  of  Mr  Rycott,  he  was,  as  we  have  seen,  sud- 
denly and  rudely  torn  from  the  parent  stem,  and 
the  wild  recesses  of  an  almost  insulated  sditude  in 
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mne  oon^iMGjFocmiMiiMlte-tiieyerylie^ 

Mr  LeviM^  RyoMw AB  not  of  a  very 
dbponlioii)  lNi«»  i>0D8e(l  by  tHis 
audacuma  bmidi  «f  tito'  pnUio  Ii#B^  and  of  his 
omi  doBiMtfe  ta^ppinesa,  he  eondcseended  to  can- 
van  widi  Ua  qmnie  lire  vorioua  modveain  which 
sa  aiMMiifaui^aa  eittfrage  cenKI  have  ei^inated 
—  aad  famca  a»  te^  faimd  upon*  the  small'  drcle 
oCflidtvidttdaCo  ii4toB»dkey  were  known)  aa  being 
Aa  0idf  panms  irfiv  coidd  even  be  aoqnamted 
witb  the  Ibat  oC  dia  didd'a  birdi. 

Tka^nv  an  often  ted  to  roam  to' a  distance  for 
whst  wa  m^  probaU^ftad  dose  at  hand>  aa  I 
hsw  ktkfim  m  Mm  hont  fyt  his  spectacles  whitit 
^aejr  wwe  tfd¥tf  sMng  tttnife  Ms  nsse.  After 
«lie  flnr  ebaffitioft  1^  diMfaic,  and  whev  eoqecto^ 
had  adttiMad  iteelf  hi  gainixig:  »  clew  to  Ae 
ifpataitt:  tilef  aMbatendf  iJle  cMd^  onedamestie 
UMad,  #  secONtf  a^ispered  mow  confldendy,  and 
SAM  vmMNn^  to  e<mHifiimc8«e  to  his  master, 
dwr  a  saMmge  woman,  betm^g,  as  she  affirmed, 
ta  a  aanvan  of  gypriea,  wimchring  among  tfie 
hiQs,  had  not  only  been  employed  to  trace  their 
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Aiture  destinies  in  the  lines  of  tbeir  hands,  bat 
had  been  admitted — in  the  hope  of  rendering  heat 
moie  propitious  to  theur  wishes— into  the  senrants^ 
hall,  and  even  supplied  for  seyeral  nights  with 
clean  straw  in  an  adjoining  outhouse. 

Upon  a  more  strict  investigation,  and  after  the 
domestics  had  communicated  together  by  certain 
side  glances,  first  at  each  other,  and  then  towards 
their  master— just  as  a  physician  feels  the  pulse  oi 
his  patient  in  order  to  ascertain  the  dose  he  is  able 
to  carry— it  was  admitted  that  the  woman  had  taken 
up  her  lodgmg  on  the  previous  night  in  this  place, 
and  that  the  door  of  communication  between  her 
loft  and  the  mansion-house  had  been  found  open 
in  the  momii^.  The  nurse,  finding  the  ice  brok- 
en, no  longer  attempted  to  conceal  that  she  had 
.taken  rather  ^^  a  stoup  extraordinar  for  her  night- 
cup^  at  the  suggestion  of  this  beldame;  «nd  that, 
although  ^^  she  did  not  wish  to  mention  it  at  first, 
she  had  all  along  been  suspecting  the  gypsey 
quean  wer  the  thieT*— from  the  very  suspicious  cir- 
cumstance of  the  nursery  door  being  also  found 
open,  and  her  having  observed,  in  the  morning. 
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that  ber  rush-light  had  been  careftilly  extinguish- 
ed, and  turned  down  in  the  socket 

It  were  a  waste  of  words,  as  Mr  Rycott  proved, 
to  lecaptulate  the  long  string  of  epithets  whidi  ac- 
ecHnpanied  the  reproaches  of  that  gentleman  upon 
the  disobedience  of  orders  and  negligent  conduct 
of  his  servants,  who  had  evidently  contributed  to 
the  socoess  of  the  woman'^s  machinations,  or  per- 
haps, by  offering  ftcilities,  and  the  means  to  boot, 
had  suggested  the  act  in  the  ordinary  prosecution 
of  her  nomadic  course  of  life. 

In  spite  of  an  incipient  fit  of  the  gout— which, 
however,  had  never  been  known  to  proceed  further 
than  a  threat — ^he  threw  himself  into  his  carriage, 
and  drove  without  stopping  until  he  arrived  at 
Pemith,  where,  finding  his  solicitor  at  home,  he 
consulted  him  upon  the  measures  necessary  to  be 
pursued;  and,  having  armed  him  with  a  neces- 
sary warrant  for  the  apprehension  of  the  gypsey 
woman,  he  returned  home  in  order  to  ascertain 
what  had  been  done  in  his  absence  by  the  scour- 
ing parties  despatched  to  the  hills,  and  the  known 
haunts  of  the  dingy  tribe  of  soothsayers. 

Nothing,  however,  had  transpired  to  throw  any 
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light  upon  the  mode— or  the  track  of  the  woman^s 
flight — ^iintil  near  twelve  o^dock,  when  the  wearied 
household  were  about  to  retire  to  their  several 
chambers  for  the  night — a  horseman  was  then 
heard  at  foil  speed  approaching  the  house,  and  be- 
fore he  could  demand  admisdon,  Mr  Rycott,  and 
half  a  dozen  half  dressed  domestics,  were  at  the 
door.  The  messenger  came  from  Mr  Hedges,  the 
Penrith  attorney,  who,  in  a  few  lines,  informed 
the  disconsolate  fother,  diat  a  woman  with  an  in- 
fant, answering  to  the  description  given,  had,  in 
the  early  part  of  the  day,  hired  a  chaise  at  Shap, 
but  that,  from  her  appearance,  suspidcm  having 
been  exdted  in  the  mind  of  the  landlord,  he  had 
contrived  to  detain  her  for  some  hours,  whilst  he 
despatched  a  messenger  to  a  neighbouring  magi- 
striate ;  that  one  of  Hedges^s  scouts  had  received 
the  information,  and  that  he  himself  wai3  imme- 
diately starting  for  the  purpose  of  securing  her. 
He  desired  that  Mr  Rycott  would  send  off  the 
nurse,  who  could  identify  the  child  as  well  as  the 
culprit,  and  that  any  others  who  could  swear  to  the 
woman  or  the  child  might  also  accompany  her. 

Not  a  moment  was  lost  in  compl3ring  with  the 

11 
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reqoindoii.  Fortuiuitely  a  bright  moon  robbed 
the  party  of  all  jnvtext  for  delay  in  traversing  a 
not  very  practicable  road,  although  Mr  Rycott 
was  not  exactly  the  man  to  have  suffered  even  a 
real  €^  substantial  difficulty  to  have  stood  in  the 
way  of  the  prompt  and  active  measures  necessary 
to  be  pursued. 

A  wast  of  vigilance,  however,  was  imputa- 
ble somewhere.  Mr  Hedges  cannot  be  said,  in 
the  vulgar  phrase,  to  have  reckoned  without  his 
host,  but  his  host  had  reckoned  without  much 
fiamoght,  when  he  conceived  that  a  perscm,  really 
under  apprehension  of  suiprise,  would  not  be  as 
quidc-sighted  in  preventing,  as  he  in  cotitriving, 
the  Bieans  of  detection.  The  woman,  at  once, 
perceived  his  intention,  for  she  had  not  entered 
the  inn  until  she  had  ascertained  that  both  chaise 
and  horses  were  at  home,  and  when  his  counte- 
nance (for  he  was  of  the  plain  honest  Westmore- 
land breed)  betrayed  what  was  passing  in  his 
mind,  and  added  his  doubt  of  being  able  to  let 
her  have  horses  for  several  houis,  she  saw,  at  once, 
into  his  design.  Without  expressing  a  symptom 
of  disappointment,  she  said,  ^^  It  was  of  little  con« 
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8<equeiice,  so  that  she  got  to  her  jouraey^s  end  be- 
fore night&U.^  Mme  host  thought  in  his  wisdom 
that  he  might  be  allowed  a  very  apposite  question, 
and  simply  asked,  ^^  How  ftr  that  might  be  ?^ 

<<  Beyond  your  ken,  Mr  Boniface,^  replied  she, 
"  and  fiurther  from  your  business ; — so  e^en  give  me 
a  room,  that  I  may  feed  my  babe,  and  wait  your 
horses^  pleasure.""  And  she  had  a  room,  from  which 
— about  half  an  hour  afterwards,  when  the  landlord 
peeped  into  it  for  the  purpose,  as  he  said,  of  keep- 
ing his  eye  upon  the  wench, — she  had,  by  the  help 
of  the  Devil,  as  he  frirther  suggested,  vanished, 
and  leftnothingbut  a  confounded  smell  of  brimstone 
behind  her.  It  was  to  be  accounted  for  in  no  other 
way,  for  he  had  set  John  Ostler  and  the  spare 
postboy  to  watch  the  window,  and  both  swore 
that  they  had  never  taken  their  eyes  off  duty. 
Mr  Hedges,indeed, — but  then  he  was  an  attorney, 
and  not  wiUing  to  give  even  the  Devil  more  than 
his  due — ^pointed  out  a  door,  corresponding  with 
the  one  which  had  been  supposed  strong  enough 
to  secure  a  mere  woman  and  a  child,  and  which, 
by  crossing  a  passage  of  exactly  three  feet  in 
breadth,  led  into  a  dairy,  which  dairy  opened,  for 
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the  sake  of  cooIneBs  and  shade,  into  a  copfHce  of 
underwood,  and  which  coppice,  again,  opened  the 
way — Mr  Hedges  had  no  doubt— to  the  woman^s 
escape. 

Acting  upon  this,  rather  than  the  ingenious 
hypothesis  of  the  landlord,  the  attorney  again  set 
his  emissaries  at  work;  and  keeping  the  high 
road,  whilst  they  scoured  the  country  on  either 
side,  he,  at  length,  got  a  £unt  sc^t  of  his  game 
between  Kendal  and  Lancaster,  on  the  second  day 
of  the  pursuit.  At  Lancaster  he  was  again  at 
fiiult,  but  the  driver  of  a  return  chaise  having 
seen  a  woman  and  a  child  on  the  road«*no  very 
extraordinary  occurrence  in  the  course  of  a  sixteen 
mile  stage-— Mr  Hedges  roused  his  whole  pack 
from  their  kennel,  into  which  they  had  just  crept, 
and  again  took  the  field. 

The  reader  probably  is  not  so  keen  a  sports- 
man as  this  legal  whipper4n,  nor  likely  to  be  so 
weD  rewarded  by  joining  in  the  chace — ^he  may, 
therefore,  probably  be  satisfied  with  the  simple 
result,  which,  after  nearly  a  fortnight^s  hard  rid- 
ing in  an  irregular  line,  touching,  in  some  point, 
ahnost   every  northern  and  midland  county  of 
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England,  brought  the  gallant  huntsman  and  his 
pack  to  the  metrop^dis.  It  is  just  possiUe  a  eoim- 
try  aitunmey  might  have  been  thrown  out,  when 
his  game  had  taken  to  such  a  cover,— but  having 
been  previously  joined  1^  a  fiesh  force  fiom  the 
London  Police,  he,  with  their  iiid,  recovered  the 
rnsnt,  ran  in  uponlhis  .pr^.,  and  securedity— as  we 
haveiBeen. 
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CHAPTER  UI. 

The  child,  after  hb  restoration  to  the  pater- 
nal roof,  speedily  recovered  from  the  ^feetsof  the 
wounds  he  had  so  unaccountably  received,  and 
which,  upon  examination,  appeared  to  have  beai 
oecMJoncd,  as  the  London  surgeon  had  opined,  by 
some  violent  Uow,  which  left  a  ccnudderable  scar 
on  the  frontal  scalp,  although  not  suflSd^t  to  dis- 
f^;ure  or  to  disqualify  this  intended  victim,ifrom 
being  the  horo  of  the  followii^  most  interesting 
narrative. 

There  was  nothing  ^ctraordinary  in  the  mode 
of  his  education.  A  n^hbouring  clergyman^  pe- 
culiarly qualified  for  the  task,  as  a  man  of  erudi- 
tha  and  a  Christian  teacher,  in  order  to  add  some- 
thing to  a  very  narrow  stipend,underto<d[  to  ground 
hun  in  the  several  brandies  of  classical  and  sden- 
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tific  knowledge,  and,  I  believe,  the  fiither  had  as 
little  to  complain  of  in  this  discharge  of  his  duty, 
as  the  master  had  of  his  pupil  in  due  attention  to 
his  instructions.  Percy — fi>r  so,  from  some  asso- 
ciation with  the  pride  of  family,  the  boy  was  chris- 
tened—-was  early  removed  from  the  charge  of  his 
mother,  towards  whom,  at  no  time,  did  there  ap- 
pear any  gpreat  deference  on  the  part  of  her  hus- 
hand.  She  was  a  quiet,  inoffensive  sort  of  woman, 
who  literally  abided  by  the  obligation  she  had  ta- 
ken upon  her  at  the  altar,  to  obey  her  husband  in 
all  things, — and  on  this  account  only  could  she  be 
considered  to  possess  any  thing  extnunrdinary,  or 
out  of  the  common  way,  ather  in  her  habits  or 
character. 

Wh«iyeung  Percy  began  to  make  his  own  ob- 
servations upon  what  was  passing  around  him,  he 
did  not  fail  to  perceive,  that  a  defect  of  birth  and 
connection  was  one  very  prominent  cause  of  the 
neglect  with  which  his  mother  was  treated,  and 
of)^n  when  the  good  lady  was  reprimanded  for  too 
implicitiy  obeying  the  injunctions  of  her  husband 
—who  was  too  fond  of  opposition,  to  approve  an 
entire  submission,  even  to  his  own  will— her  want 
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of  spbit  was  openly  imputed  to  the  early  neglect 
of  ker  education,  and  the  absence  of  those  stimu- 
famts,  which  a  consciousness  of  fiunily  distinction 
never  fidl  to  supply  to  those  who  have  the  small- 
est pretensions  to  it. 

It  WAS  naturalty  to  be  inferred  that  Mr  Rycott, 
who  considered  this  blot  on  his  half  escutcheon  so 
unpardonable  an  offence,  had  substantial  grounds 
finr  valuing  himself  upon  the  quarterings,  which 
amjAified  the  dexter  side  of  his  shield.  This  was, 
indeed,  a£Bnned  or  implied  upon  all  occasions, 
and  never  contradicted,  even  in  a  traaporary  fit  of 
peevishness  by  his— /e9«^  half;  but  contradiction, 
as  we  have  heiare  observed,  was  not  her  forte,  and 
diere  appeared  to  be  no  other  person  capable,  or 
at  least  willing,  to  dispute  Mr  Rycotf  s  claim  of 
projMnquity  to  all  the  Russells  and  all  the  How- 
aid^. 

What,  therefore,  struck  the  young  Percy  as  ex- 
traordinary— for  boys  are  dose  observers,  whilst 
they  appear  to  observe  nothing — ^was  the  total 
abs^ice  of  all  the  collateral  branches  of  a  family 
of  which  he  was  sedulously  taught  to  be  proud, 
and  even  the  bare  mention  of  a  single  relative  or 
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connexion  bearing  his  own  name.  Levison 
Aycott  appeared  to  be  the  sole  depository  of  all 
ibe  honours  claimed  for  his  race,  and  to  be  as  in- 
sulated in  blood  as  he  was  in  the  locality  of  his 
seclusion. 

But,  although  little  Percy  was  at  certain  times 
surprised  that  no  titled  grand&ther,  nor  Uue- 
ribboned  unde,  appeared  to  daim  hinr  as  a  dia- 
tinguished  link  in  the  diain  of  fiunily  genealogy, 
he  neyer  questioned  their  existence,  or  for  a  mo- 
ment doubted  the  legilamacy  of  his  daint  By 
the  time  he  was  fourteen,  therefore,  he  had  as  fuU 
a  proportion  of  the  fionily  pride  as  his  anxious 
ftthar  could  desire— but  whether  the  humble 
mind  of  his  mother,  in  mixing  up  with  the  iogre- 
dients  of  his  composition,,  had,  contrary  to  the 
hopes  of  his  sbe,  giyen  a  softer  tone  to  the  whole 
mass,— or  from  some  other  hidden  cause  which  it 
might  punde  even  a  Scotch  metaphysician  to  de- 
termine, his  education  had  tended  to  qualify  this 
tendency,  certain  it  is,  that  it  produced  no  visible 
eflfects  in  his  conduct  or  demeanour  to  those  be- 
neath him,  or  to  his  equals— «nd  was  only  betrayed 
when  a  mean  or  dishonourable  propositicm  reach- 
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ed  hb  ear,  or  approached  mider  oovart  even  of  a 
temptation  to  youthfiil  foUy  or  excess. 

The  wild  and  picturesque  scenery  with  which 
he  was  snrrounded  on  every  ddo'— his  dnly  ex- 
cundons  to  ezj^ore  its  ever  varyii^  beautieS)  and 
dare  untrodden  paths  of  danger,  gave  to  his  charac- 
ter a  certain  manly  independence,  tinctured  in  no 
small  degree  witii  the  chivahous  and  romantic. 
He  had  fenned  a  band  c£  young  adventutwv 
frmn  among  the  sons  of  the  neighbouring  dde- 
landers  and  dalesmen,  who  were  ready,  at  the 
word  at  command,  to  undertake  any  enterprise, 
however  difficult  or  hasardous.  To  scale  tlie 
crag,  and  snatdi  the  brood  fiom  the  doud-cupt 
ejrrfey— 4o  spring  over  chasms  i^ose  dlvk-  and 
hnpoietrable  depth  would  dizsy  the  head  of  H 
Lowlander  to  look  upon,-'-<ir,  Hke  the  bounding 
roe,  to  leap  from  point  to  point  where  tlie  6x^ 
ed  foot  could  scarcely  find  a  space  to  rest  upon, 
woe,  in  the  mere  ordinary  course  of  their  daily 
exercise.  A  new  race  of  guides  was  disdplined  un- 
der tfarir  active  leader^-and  many  a  tourist  and  (b- 
Udty-hunter  has,  I  doubt  not,  benefited  by, 
and  luuled  witii  rapture,  the  discoveries  of  Cob  (or 
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diief )  Percy,  as  he  was  provincially  tenned  by  his 
followers. 

It  was  on  an  autumnal  morning,  that,  long  be- 
fore daybreak,  Percy  being  roused  &om  his  slum- 
bers by  an  unusual  bustle  in  the  valley,  started  from 
his  bed  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  the  commoticm, 
and  found  that  it  arose  from  a  caravan  of  dales- 
men^ and  their  wives  and  children,  who  were  on 
their  way  to  a  great  fair  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Penrith.  Not  being  disposed  to  join  the  party, 
he  distributed  some  money  among  them,  and 
seizing  his  constant  and  now  only  companion,  his 
scaling  or  leaping  pole,  sprang  forward  on  an  ex- 
cursion to  the  hills.  He  soon  found  himself  near 
ihe  summit  of  one  among  the  loAiest  of  the  range, 
and  paused  to  take  breath,  and  to  contemplate  the 
awfiil  majesty  of  the  scene  around  him.  He  be- 
held the  first  rays  of  the  sun  pencilling  with  their 
saffiron  hues  the  broader  lines  of  hill  and  dale.  He 
followed,  with  delighted  eye,  their  soft  stealing  in- 
fluence, which  seemed  gradually  to  varnish,  and 
bring  out  from  the  deeper  masses,  the  details  of 
the  wide  spreading  landscape  imder  his  feet— 

now  penetrating,  through  some  unseen  passage,  the 
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\imbrageou8  valley — now  tracking  the  silvery 
^ne  of  some  winding  stream  at  distant  catariu^ 
lost  IB  its  descent— or  traced  only  by  the  en-t 
creasing  illumination  of  its  own  dewy  spn^-— 
now,  as  the  teeming  source  of  light  advanced,  its 
m<Hre  glowing  hues  spread  over  the  Inroader  sur^ 
hce  of  the  surrounding  meres,  whilst  th^  deep 
shade  and  rugged  outline  of  each  crag  and  fell 
lay  on  its  sleeping  and  unruffled  bos<nn. 

A  Inreese  now  gently  swept  aroimd  him  as  he 
stood.  The  mist,  driven  from  the  nether  earth 
by  the  genial  influence  of  the  sun,  first  rolled  in 
majestic^volumes  beneath  his  feet — then  envelop- 
ed him,— -and  finally  excluded  the  rest  of  crea- 
tion firom  his  view. 

He  still  gased  on  this  mighty  void  ;*-all  was 
noisdess,  save  the  sweeping  whisper  of  the  va- 
pour as  its  circling  eddies  bore  it  along  the  al- 
pine solitude.  It  is  the  sport  of  Nature  to  ex- 
hibit in  these  regions  her  more  vivid  and  sublime 
phenomena.  In  a  moment  the  gloom  was  par- 
tially dispelled.  The  general  landscape  still  lay 
buried  under  an  ocean  of  vapour  which  spread 
before  him,  on  every  side,  to  the  scarcely  defin- 
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ed  line  of  the  htnuKm^-^mt,  Snm  out  the  bosoiri 
ci  this  vast  expanse,  lose^  like  scattered  islands, 
die  ajmiost  peaks  and  suttunits  of  this  moontaiii 
range 

The  eyes  of  Percy  were  fixed  upon  ond  of  these 
as  it  emerged  in  fiice  of  the  rugged  crag  on  which 
he  stood— ^hen  suddenly  he  thought  he  percriv- 
ed  human  form8,--M)bsGnrely  shadowed  indeed,-^ 
but  still  suffiden^  cUbtiiM  to  justify  the  con- 
victiouj  that  there  were  Uving  objects  among  these 
hitherto  inaccesmlde  summits.  But  the  dung 
was  impossible.— ^He  looked  again,— 4md  again  he 
beheld  more  clearly,  not  only  men  and  women, 
but  even  horses  and  the  rude  carriages'  of  the  dale 
leisurely  winding  up  and  down  those  IxAd  crags 
and  predjaees,  which  even  his  adventurous  spirit 
had  never  yet  dared  attempt.  The  forms  again 
fiid^  away— and  he  began  to  diink  the  whole  was 
tife  ferce  <^  imagina^on,  or  some  chaise  cbmbi- 
nation  of  the  elements. — Again  the  figures  pre- 
sented Aemselves  to  his  view,  varied  in  their  po- 
sitaon, — and  more  vivid  in  their  form  and  co- 
louring.—It  was  but  for  a  moment-^they  then 
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were  dispersed  and  lost  in  the  wild  drift  of  the 
Yapour. 

He  struck  himself  on  the  arm  with  his  leaping 
pole  to  be  assured  he  was  awake.  Thus  reassured, 
he  tum^  towards  the  peak,  more  narrowly  to 
watch  the  phenomenon — ^but  the  vision  returned 
no  more. 

He  moved  onward  slowly,  pondering  deeply 
upon  what  he  had  seen.  His  senses  could  not 
deceive  him,  in  these  repeated  instances.  He 
had  heard  much  ci  fays  and  sprites,  and  all  that 
brood  of  distempered  &ncy  which  flourish  in  full 
sovereignty  in  these  regions  of  romance.  Mr 
Paston,  his  tutor,  had,  indeed,  superseded  the 
aarly  impressions  of  the  nursery,  by  a  more  ration- 
al view  of  the  operations  of  nature;  but  there  are 
times  and  seasons,  when  those  who  consider  them- 
selves the  least  chargeable  with  superstition,  are 
beset  with  a  vague,  undefined  sort  of  apprehen- 
sion,^ which  is  very  near  akin  to  it. 

Again  he  checked  his  course,  and  looked  cau- 
tiously about  him,  as  if  wishing,  yet  fearing  to 
view  something  unusual,  when,  giving  a  sudden 
start,  his  eye  was  fixed  by  a  new,  and  not  less 
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astoundii^  appearance,  in  the  gigantic  form  of  a 
human  being  standing,  like  himself,  upon  an  in- 
sulated headland,  directly  opposite  to  him.  He 
retreated  a  few  paces-— the  figure  appeared  to  do 
the  same.  He  stretched  out  his  pole  in  the  in^ 
voluntary  act  (^self-defiance— the  motion  was  ex- 
actly repeated  by  the  phantom. 

^<  It  must  be  my  own  shadow  !^  he  exultingly 
exclaimed  aloud,  as  he  dropped  his  staff  on  his 
shoulders,  and  crossed  his  arms  upon  it  He  fi^lt 
as  if  this  elucidation  of  the  mystery  was  a  con- 
quest over  some  encroadiing  doubts,  which  had 
given  alarm  to  his  manhood.  He  repeated  his  ex- 
periments, and  found  his  theory  established.  He 
b^[an  to  compare  the  fiirmer  appearance  with  that 
before  him,  and  to  trace  each  to  the  same  cause  ; 
but  this  he  found  to  be  no  easy  task.  Here  was 
a  substance  to  account  for  the  shadow,  but  where 
was  he  to  find,  in  these  alpine  latitudes,  animals 
and  vehicles  more  likely  to  sink  into  soughs  and 
quagmires,  than  mount  into  the  mid  air  ?  * 


*  These  phenomeiui  hA?e  gifen  rise  to  many  a  mamUous  tale 
in  the  romantic  isgioni  of  WestmoxeUnd  and  CumberUmd. 
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At  kngth  he  solved  the  difSculty,  like  many 
gieftter  men,  by  geiieraliiing  it ;  and  having  as- 
sored  himself  it  was  an  optical  illusion,  occasioned 
by  reflection  or  refraction,  he  retraced  in  his  me- 
moiy  sone  faint  allusion  to  these  phenomena, 
whidi  had  hitherto  been  numbered  with  the  less 
•othenticated  tales  of  the  neighbouring  gossips. 

He  turned  once  more  to  take  a  final  leave  of  his 
Rfvesentative,  when  his  theory  was  again  disturb- 
ed by  the  sudden  appearance  of  a  second  form, 
mnewhat  elevated  above  the  other.  ^^Itmustbea 
doubk  shadow  r  thought  he,  as  he  hastily  recover, 
ed  himael£  He  again  began  his  evolutions— they 
were  repeated  as  before  by  his  counterpart — but, 
to  his  renewed  surprise,  the  other  neither  rqpard- 
ed  his  motions,  nor  obeyed  his  signals.  He  look- 
ed at  it  more  narrowly.  It  was  apparently  a  %ht 
aenal  fimn,  with  the  floating  drapery  of  a  female, 
porting  in  the  wind.  He  could  not  be  mistaken, 
mncfa  as  he  felt  entitled  to  doubt  the  evidence  of 
bk  tenses,  under  such  a  varie^  of  extraordinary 
appeals. 

He  turned  suddenly  round,  in  expectation  of 
catdnng  the  subetance— which,  according  to  his 
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philosophy,  must  be  nearly  in  a  line  with  himself, 
and  consequently  at  no  great  distance  from  him. 
But  his  point  of  view  was  circumscribed.  He 
stood  upon  the  boundary  line,  as  it  might  be 
called,  of  light  and  darkness.  There  were  some 
higher  points,  indeed,  on  this  craggy  elevation 
which  were  dear,  and  as  he  struck  towards  them, 
he  looked  back  upon  the  scene  he  was  leaving  be- 
hind him,  to  observe  how  the  phantom  was  affect- 
ed by  his  change  of  elevation — ^but  he  looked  in 
vain.  It  was  no  longer  there^^still  he  persevered, 
and  satisfied  himself  he  had  at  one  time  gained 
the  station  which  would  project  the  reflected  sha- 
dow on  the  opposite  hill— but  his  speculation  fail- 
ed him.  He  looked  down  towards  the  region  of 
mist,  and  there,  indeed,  he  thought  he  perceived 
a  catching  light  upon  some  passing  object,  which 
broke  the  uniform  hue  of  the  vapour.  He  seised 
his  pole,  and  sprang  forward.  Again  he  occa- 
sionally caught  sufficient  to  warrant  his  suspicion, 
that  there  was  some  moving  and  living  object  de- 
sirous of  evading  his  pursuit  This— had  the  ap- 
pearances been  repeated  in  a  right  line— would 
have  been  sufficient  for  his  guidance^  and  his 
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agili^  in  his  native  region^  he  wag  fiilly  oon- 
fident,  would  baffle  die  most  enteq[nrisiiig  oppon- 
ent who  should  deek  to  elude  hun ; — ^but  the  mo- 
mentsry  gleams,  as  they  struck  his  eye  in  the 
hazardous  descent,  appeared  at  one  time  on  his 
right  hand,  at  another  on  his  left,  and  in  so  devi- 
ens  a  direction,  as  to  exclude  him  from  aU  the  ad- 
vantages which  were  so  peculiarly  his  own. 

When  his  eye  left  him  at  fiuil  t,  he  paused  for  a 
floond  to  direct  his  steps ;  but,  except  the  driving 
of  the  wind,  which  now  blew  with  consideraUe 
force,  and  whistkd  through  his  mouth  and  ears, 
he  heard  nothing.  He  knew  the  jHredpitous 
breaks  and  hollows  of  the  mountain,  and  was 
fearAil  lest  the  person,  whoever  it  might  be, 
should  be  driven,  by  apprehension  even  iji  him- 
self perhaps,  into  some  of  the  fearfol  gulfs  which 
yawned  on  every  side  of  the  descent  He  called 
aloud — ^promising  safety-— at  least  aid,  in  case  any 
one  was  in  danger.  His  voice  returned  upon  his 
car,  before  it  was  reverberated  from  the  hills 
vound  him.  All  was  again  silent.  He  pushed 
forward  in  the  line  which  had  last  shadowed  out 
the  fugitive  form.     One  step  frirther  would  have 
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carried  him  tfver  a  predpioe  which  he  saw  not, 
until  his  foot  was  suspended  over  the  hrink  of  it 
Instinctively  he  threw  himself  on  his  back,  and 
striking  his  pole  in  the  firm  ground,  was  on  his 
legs  again  in  safety.  At  this  moment,  he  clearly 
heard,  at  some  distance  from  him,  a  female  shriek, 
apparentiy  from  the  chasm  beneath. 

Striking  the  brokra  sur&ce  of  the  craggy  path, 
his  pole  thrown  out  before  him,  he  ran  along  the 
edge  of  the  precipice  in  the  direction  from  which 
the  cry  seemed  to  issue.  It  had  ceased,-— again 
he  heard  it,  but  in  a  fiunter  tone.  He  shouted 
aloud,  and  as  loudly  demanded  the  cry  might  be 
repeated  as  a  guide  to  his  research.  The  com- 
mand was  not  obeyed,— and  he  still  kee^nng  dose 
to  the  edge  of  the  gulf,  strained  his  eyes  to  pe- 
netrate the  deep  and  dense  gloom  beneath  him, 
from  which  he  was  now  more  perfectiy  assured  the 
sounds  of  suffering  had  come  up.  He  thought 
he  perceived  some  object  through  the  vapour — it 
was  scarcely  distinguishable  from  the  mists  which 
enveloped  it  on  every  side.  A  passing  sun-beam 
penetrated  athwart  the  gloom,  and,  for  an  instant, 
he  caught  the  sight  of  the  floating  drapery  c^a 
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woman,  such  as  he  had  seen  in  the  shadowy  form 
of  the  mountain  peak,  suspended  as  it  were  in 
mid  air ! — ^Agam  he  called,  and  a  phdntive  vdce, 
harmonious  even  in  agony,  rose  from  the  abyss, 
caning  for  mercy  and  aid-Hoot  from  mortal  man, 
but  from  Him,  whose  power  alone  appeared  suflB- 
aent  to  rescue  the  victim  from  destruction ! 

Percy  thought  not  of  danger  to  himself.  He 
stmdc  the  point  of  his  pole  downwards,  and  it 
toudied  upm  a  projection  thrown  out  from  the 
fiice  of  the  shaggy  diff.  Fixing  his  hands  on 
the  i^per  part  of  it,  he  sprang  forward,  and, 
d&dii^  down  it,  alighted  on  a  mere  point  of  not 
more  than  a  fix>t  of  level  space— when,  far  below 
him,  the  object  of  which  he  was  in  search  became 
dearer  to  his  vision.  He  cotild  trace  a  female 
figure  evidently  clinging  by  something  which  the 
dense  vapours  hid  from  his  view.  He  paused 
fo  a  moment"  and  looked  about  him,  to  ascertain 
how  fior  his  knowledge  of  the  spot  might  enable 
him  to  judge  of  the  best  resources  at  hand.  He 
qN>ke  at  the  same  time  in  the  voice  of  comfort— 
of  promised  aid-4mt  his  situation  was  critical, 
and  he  saw  all  the  difficulties  and  dangers  with 
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which  he  was  beset.  His  footing  was  insecure.  The 
mixed  rock  and  soil  on  which  he  stood  trembled 
under  his  feet,  and  the  hapless  being,  whose  safisty 
wholly  occupied  his  mind,  was^  so  situated  beneath 
him,  that  if  it  gave  way,  it  must  inevitably  preci- 
pitate her  fiite.  He  saw  not  how  she  was  support- 
ed. If  he  were  to  let  himself  drop,  he  might  by 
the  shock  displace  her,  or  wrest  from  her  the 
jffesent  means  of  preservation,  before  he  could 
substitute  others  in  their  stead ;  and  yet  to  remain 
where  he  was  he  found  to  be  impracticable,  even  if 
adviseabk.  He  calculated  through  the  deceptive 
medium,  that  she  must  be  some  fathoms  beneath 
him. — There  might  be  intervening  projections. 
He  stooped,  as  well  as  his  straitened  position 
w(mld  allow,  and  threw  his  pole  around.  It  strudc 
upon  some  other  projection  below  him,*— the 
moment  was  critical,-— a  despairing  groan  reach- 
ed him,  which  seemed  to  banish  every  hope  on 
the  part  of  the]  being  who  uttered  it.  His  own 
life,  so  often  risked  in  sport  and  adventure,  was 
not  to  be  thought  of  He  again  grasped  the 
head  of  his  pole,  and  thinking  it  firm  enough  to 
bear  his  weight,  bent  forward,  and  reUeving  him- 
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sdf  firom  the  cmmHing  ledge,  with  as  little  effort 
M  possible,  he  dropped  down,  and  for  a  moment 
gained  a  footing,  but  in  the  next,  carrying  some 
of  the  fragments  with  him,  he  was  precipitated 
still  lower,  and  fell  within  a  few  paces  of  the  hap- 
less being  whose  destiny  seemed  to  be  now  link- 
ed with  his  own,  in  one  cmnmon  and  inevitable 
ruin.  His  knowledge  c^  the  danger,  not  a  little 
enhanced  the  pangs  he  felt  for  the  youthful 
and  beauti&l  victim,  now  more  perfectly  expos- 
ed to  his  view^-hor  are  we  to  suppose  him  so 
much  of  a  hero,  as  not  to  feel  something  for  him- 
self, with  the  prospect  of  an  immediate  terrific 
and  torturing  death  before  him. 

The  spot  on  which  both  were  now  sustained 
was  fiunilar  to  that  which  he  had  lef^  only  of 
somewhat  larger  dimensions.  A  gradual  accu- 
mulation of  soil  had  been  formed  round  a  rude 
projectimi  of  the  perpendicular  diff,  and  in  pro- 
cess of  time,  had  gained  more  than  its  natural 
conostency,  from  the  fibres  and  roots  of  the  wild 
thorn — but  these,  by  the  reaction  of  old  age, 
and  bleak  exposure  to  the  storm,  were  now  stunt- 
ed and  nearly  decayed.    It  had  proved  sufiici^t. 
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however,  to  arrest  the  descent  of  the  unfortunate 
^1)  and  to  save  her — for  the  moment  at  least— 
fiom  the  yawning  abyss,  over  which  Percy  now 
found  her  suspended.  Her  clothes  had  been 
caught  in  the  tangled  branches  of  the  thorn,  and 
she  had  instinctively  grasped  the  main  stem,  and, 
by  d^rees,  got  her  arm  over  it 

Percy  was  horror-stricken — ^he  feared  to  move 
until  he  could  ensure  a  firmer  hold  for  his  sink- 
ing companion.  The  loud  beating  ci  his  own 
heart  was  all  that  broke  the  horrible  dlence 
around  them— not  an  external  sound  reached  his 
ears  that  indicated  a  hope  ci  ajq[»roaching  relief, 
even  supposing  their  present  position  to  be  tenable 
for  any  length  of  time.  But,  alas !  this  even  ap- 
peared to  be  hopeless.  He  spoke  in  agitated 
but  soft  accents  of  confidence  and  hope— was  pro- 
strate as  fiff  as  his  confined  situation  admitted^^ 
and  stretched  his  left  arm  towards  his  companion, 
drawing  himself  nearer  by  almost  imperceptible 
approadies,  so  as  to  avoid  any  partial  pressure 
upon  their  frail  support  She  seemed  to  be 
speechless  and  insensible— she  might  loosen  her 
hdd — and  be  made  a  desperate  efibrt,  in  which 
he  succeeded  in  grasping  her  waist  firmly  with 
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kis  left  ann,  whilst  he  supjxnrted  himself  with  the 
right  She  raised  her  head,— but  it  fell  back  up- 
on her  shoulders.  He  thought  her  hcid  relaxing. 
—"For  God's  sake,  hold &m,''  he  whispered ;— 
"  exert  your  energies  for  a  few  mom^ts,''  he  ad- 
ded, ^  and,  by  God^s  help,""  raising  his  eyes  to- 
wards heaven,  "  we  may  yet  be  saved.^ 

Crumbling  fiagments  of  die  shdf  on  which  be 
lay  rolled  at  every  movement,  however  slight, 
that  he  made,  and,  like  their  passing  bell,  were 
heaid  to  strike  at  intervals  against  the  rugged 
isqi^ediments  they  met  with  in  thdff  way  down 
die  edioing  abyss.  His  companion  gave  a  slight 
iiradder.  He  i^^ain  entreated  her  to  struggle 
against  despair,  and  to  exert  her  mind  to  the  ut- 
most, so  as  to  be  aUe  to  avail  herself  of  any 
means  which  might  momentarily  jnesent  them- 
•elves,  of  withdrawing  fimn  her  painful  and  peril- 
COS  situation.  She  feintly  articulated,  ^^  It  is  all 
over, — but  our  fete  will  be  dreadAiL^ 

The  wind  had  now  increased,  and,  driving  the 
vqwur  before  it,  the  horrors  of  tiieir  situation 
became  more  obvious  to  die  experienced  eye  of 
Percy.    In  vain  he  lodied  for  a  resource.    To 
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attempt  to  scide  the  perpendicular  cKff  might 
have  been  an  effort  worthy  his  adyenturous  sprit, 
had  he  been  alone — but,  as  he  measured  with 
his  eye  the  height,  he  acknowledged  it  to  be  im- 
practicable, even  had  he  been  aUe  to  leave  the 
partner  of  his  dangers  in  a  temporary  place  of 
safety.  When  he  looked  downwards,  he  could  only 
imperfecdy  discern  huge  dislocated  masses  of  rock 
and  diff,  against  which  they  must  inevitably  be 
dashed  to  atoms  in  their  descent. 

Percy  was  now  startled  by  a  rushing  noise 
above  them—familiar,  but  not  less  formidable 
in  his  p*e8^t  situation  to  his  ear,  and  a  large 
eagle  soon  floated  down  towards  the  spot  on  which 
they  dung.  With  heavy  wing  he  wound  round 
about  with  his  eyes  fixed  upon  them,  as  if  medi- 
tating an  attack. 

Percy  felt  the  whole  force  of  this  new  danger, 
and  having  warned  his  now  nearly  insensible  com- 
panion of  his  purpose,  gave  the  cry,  which  the  dales- 
men use  to  frighten  away  this  voradous  enemy, 
when  meditating  an  assault  upon  their  folds.  For 
an  interval,  the  bird  made  a  wider  circuit ;  but, 
again  closing  and  narrowing  his  cirde,  Percy,  with 
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Us  disengaged  hand,  contriyed,  by  degrees,  to 
draw  bis  pole  from  beneath  him,  and  to  place  it 
in  an  indined,  but  finn  position,  with  the  point 
upwards,  so  as  to  protect,  if  possible,  the  person 
of  his  Rbrinking  companion,  in  the  event  of  an  at- 
tack. This  seemed  rather  to  irritate  than  ahum 
the  animal,  whose  hoarse  cries  now  rang  closer  to 
die  appalled  ears  of  Percy. — ^What  was  to  be 
done  ? — Former  apprehensions  almost  vanished.-— 
As  l<nig  as  they  could  cling,  or  as  long  as  the  mass 
would  hold  together,  ^bere  was  hope ;  but  an  at- 
tempt to  repel  the  now  evidently  determined  as- 
sault of  their  new  enemy  must  dislodge,  and  pre- 
cipitate them  into  the  gulf  beneath. 

At  this  moment,  a  bullet  whizzed  near  Percy^s 
head — he  felt  the  wind  of  it.  The  report  of  a 
gun  soon  followed ;  but  not  so  soon  as  the  hoarse 
scream  of  the  eagle  proved  that  it  had  taken  effect 
His  head,  with  ruffled  crest,  fell  back  upon  his 
scapular — a  few  drops  of  blood  fell,  as  he  hovered, 
for  a  moment,  over  the  spot,  upon  the  white  robe 
of  his  companion.  Percy  shuddered  at  the  omen. 
The  bird  seemed  still,  with  strabing  eye,  to  me- 
ditate yengeance,  or,  at  least,  a  lodgment  on  the 
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spot ;  when,  soddenly  shootiiig  upwaids,  by  a  sort 
of  desperate  effort,  Percy,  with  an  eye  scarcely 
less  keen  and  penetrating  than  its  own,  saw  it  sink 
into  an  e]rrie,  which  he  now  beheld  at  only  a  short 
distance  on  the  ledge  above  him. 

He  had  lost  one  enemy,  and  hope  began  to  re- 
vive. Ck>uld  he  make  himself  heard--of  which,  in 
the  increasing  violence  of  the  wind,  as  it  swept 
through  the  deep  recesses  of  the  mountain,  he  al- 
most despaired-*he  knew  he  was  within  reach  of 
succour,  or,  at  least,  the  attempt  to  afford  it. 

Fearfiil  of  giving  any  shock  to  the  hapless  be- 
ing, whom  he  still  supported  with  his  left  arm,  he 
told  her  his  purpose ;  and  then,  shouting  aloud, 
gave  note,  which  would  be  quickly  intelligible  to 
any  companion,  or  even  dalesman  who  might  be 
eyrie  hunting,  of  which  he  now  felt  pretty  certain 
was  the  case— from  the  circumstances  of  the  shot, 
and  his  proximity  to  the  nest.  Again  he  shout- 
ed; but  either  no  answer  was  returned,  or  the 
wind  had  borne  it  from  him.  There  was  the 
pause  of  a  moment — and  then  he  distinctly  heard 
the  well-known  signal  returned.  Grently  turning 
himself  so  as  to  look  upwards  towards  the  spot 
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wbeace  the  Toke  proceeded,  he  bdield,  to  his  un- 
qpeakaUe  delight,  a  human  face  peering  over  the 
summit  of  the  precipice,  which  hung  nearly  per- 
pendicolarly  above  his  head.  He  again  called  out, 
but  was  leazful  the  wind  might  baffle  the  direc- 
tkm  of  the  sound — and  again  drawing  his  pole  to- 
wards him,  he  ccmtrived  to  place  a  straw-hat  be- 
longing to  his  companion,  and  which  lay  crushed 
under  him,  upon  the  point  This  he  jnojected 
as  fiff  as  he  was  aUe  to  do  so  in  his  pro(^rate  si- 
tuation, in  (Hrder  to  point  out  his  position  to  those 
above  him. 

He  £eh  his  left  arm  benumbed  from  the  want  of 
free  circulation,  and  dreading  it  should  become 
powedess  before  aid  could  arrive,  he  made  an  ef- 
fort to  loosen  it  from  the  grasp  it  had  maintained,^ 
of  tbedender  waist  of  his  fiiir  fellow  sufferer,  and 
to  strengthen  his  hold,  by  seizing  upon  the  main 
stem  of  the  thorn,  which  was  already  passed  un^ 
der  her  arm,  and  was,  at  first,  her  only  support 
^  Are  you  sensible  ?^  demanded  he ;— -a  slight 
ipasm  of  her  whole  frame  seemed  intended  as  an 
affirmative.  ^'  Embrace  with  increased  force,  for 
a  single  moment,  the  brandi  which  passes  under 
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your  arm.'*'  She  seemed  to  understand  and  to 
obey  the  injunction  to  the  utmost  of  her  power. 
He  struck  his  arm  forward,  and  made  good  his 
hold  upon  the  stem,  by  which  means  he  formed  a 
sort  of  cradle,  and  gave  freedom  to  the  musdes  of 
his  limb ;  but  the  eflbrt,  though  successful,  had 
nearly  proved  fatal — for  the  branch  yielding  to 
the  double  pressure,  loosened  the  soil  at  the  roots, 
and  a  considerable  fragment  was  dislodged  and 
precipitated  with  a  hideous  crash  into  the  abyss 
below.-— A  slight  convulsive  scream  escaped  the  fe- 
male. ^^  God  have  mercy  upon  our  souls  !^  burst 
from  the  lips  of  Percy,  who  now  felt  the  crisis  had 
arrived,  and  he  instinctively  grasped  the  wretched 
^1  more  firmly  in  his  hold.  There  was  a  deadly 
pause  for  a  few  seconds.  The  detached  portion 
of  the  shelf  had  not,  however,  produced  any  other 
effect  than  that  of  leaving  one  of  Percy'^s  1^ 
without  support  pendant  over  the  ledge.  He  gent- 
ly drew  it  up— and  hope — for  when  does  hope 
utterly  desert  the  youthfrd  mind  ? — again  inspired 
the  thought  that  they  might  yet  be  preserved  till 
succour,  which  he  felt  assiured  was  at  hand,  should 

arrive.     The  effort,  though  made  at  such  a  ha. 
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fltid,  had  seemed  him  a  firmer  hold  upon  the  poor 
girl,  and  left  his  other  arm  more  at  liberty  to  ap- 
ply the  means,  which  he  already  anticipated  of 
rffecting  her  deliTerance. 

A  firesh  shout  roused  his  attention— -it  approach- 
ed nearer— it  was  a  well  known  one,  and,  as  if 
laonched  in  mid  air  firom  the  Heavens,  a  human 
tona  was  seen  floating  downwards,  which  soon 
Teached  the  spot. 

^<  Grod  reward  thee,  Blencow  !  thou  hast  done  a 
deed  of  mercy  this  day,*"  cried  Percy,  looking  to 
die  ruddy  smiling  youth,  to  whom  he  addressed 
hinitei£ 

^  Stay  tin  it  is  done,^  replied  this  young  lea- 
rns, who  was  se^  bahincing  himself,  and  evident- 
ly contemplating  a  footing  on  the  ledge,  when 
Percy  cried  out,  ^^  Stop— stop,  it  is  rotten— and 
even  now  trembles  under  its  weight — a  feather 
would  overwhelm  us  !^ 

**  Whafsto  be  done.  Con  P^demandedthe  other. 

^  Signal  to  lower  you  till  you  can  take  this 
wretched  lady  in  your  arms.— I  fear  she  cannot 
hdp  to  support  h^sdf— 4mt  ^ds  only  for  a  mo- 
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"  It  is  impossible,^  cried  the  other—"  the  rope 
will  not  bear  double.*" 

"  Try  it— it  is  but  —  we  are  sinldng  at  this 
moment— my  very  voice  shakes  our  totterii^  fouh- 
dation — hold — for  mercy^s  sake,  Kencow.*" 

Another  rope,  with  a  heavy  wdight  attached  to 
it,  was  now  seen  descending. 

"  Grod  of  mercy  be  praised  !*•  Percy  solemnly 
exdauned.  "  He  means  not — He  wills  not-^that 
we  should  perish— cheery,  cheery,  my  fair  fel- 
low sufferer,^  and  he  attempted  to  seise  the  rope. 
The  wind  took  it,  and  it  swayed  beyond  his  readi. 
The  dalesman  could  not  aid  him,  being  unable  to 
steady  himself,  without  some  fixed  point  <m  which 
to  seize  with  the  short  iro&-headed  pole,  which  he 
carried  to  combat  with  his  feathered  enemy. 

Percy  again  had  recourse  to  his  pole;   he 

touched  the  rope— it  nearly  reached  his  grasp,  and 

again  eluded  it.    Again  he  b^an  to  despair. 

Those  above  could  eiSxd  little  aid,  as  the  edge  of 

the  precipice  pojeoted,  in  part,  over  the  spot 

on  which  they  hung  suspended,  and  the  impeto. 

ous  rushing  <^the  wind  bore  away  the  voices  of 

these  below  before  any  distinct  articulation  could 
11 
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Teadi  the  devated  station,  to  direct  any  thing  like 
viirate  evolutions.  Certain  established  signals 
only  ooold  be  conyeyed.  Percy  made  another  ef- 
fofrtj  dreading  at  eadi  motion,  however  cautiously 
made,  that  their  frail  hold  would  give  way ;— at 
length,  as  the  wind  swayed  the  rope,  after  several 
in^feetual  attempts,  he  caught  the  end  of  it  be- 
tween his  teeth.  He  tremUed  with  agitation,  as 
die  hope  of  relief  seemed  so  nearly  about  to  be 
Teafiied.  To  ooQ  and  get  the  running  noose  un- 
der her  arms  would,  in  his  skilful  hands,  have 
been  the  wc^  of  a  minute,had  those  hands  been  at 
liberty ;  but  the  habitual  ftdlity  of  doing  it  was, 
under  the  alarming  and  hazardous  circumstances 
of  his  situation,  rather  a  drawback  than  an  aid  to 
the  execution  of  it  He  saw  how  it  might  be  more 
immediately  efiected — ^but  dared  not  proceed  in  a 
regular  manner.  Every  thing  was  to  be  revers- 
ed, and  yet  to  be  achieved  by  the  one  hand,  and 
its  only  ally,  his  teeth.  After  several  trials,  he 
finally  succeeded  in  passing  the  rope,  not  only 
under  her  arms,  but  so  as  to  fiorm  a  cradle  to  re- 
ceive her,  when  she  should  relax  her  present  hold. 
Blencow,  who  had  by  this  time  steadied  himself  in 
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some  measuie  in  a  line,  level  with  the  motionless 
olgect  of  their  solicitude,  secured  it  again  round 
her  1^)  and  returned  it  to  Percy  to  mi&e  good 
the  master  knot  This  dime— he  still  dreaded 
to  take  the  last  dedsive  measure,  of  either  loosaa^ 
ing  his  own  hold«-or  directing  her  to  do  so,  lest 
there  should  be  any  thing  defective  in  the  tackle 
He  tremblingly  caUed  to  Blencow  to  watch  his 
motions,  when  he  should  give  the  signal  in  the  in- 
stant ^^  to  hoist'^  He  now  spoke  to  his  helpless 
companion,  praying  fervently  to  Heaven  at  the 
moment,  that  she  might  hear  and  be  enabled  to 
perform  the  little  she  had  to  do  in  her  own  be^ 
half.  He  bad  her,  as  she  hoped  for  safe^,  to 
rouse,  for  a  moment,  every  energy  of  her  mind 
and  body,  to  think  of  nothing  but  the  implicit 
obedience  necessary  to  the  few  directions  about  to 
be  given.  Blencow  had  now  hold  of  the  rope, 
by  which  she  was  to  be  suspended  in  the  air ;— he 
gently  tried  it-^it  answered  to  the  pullfirom  above ; 
then  taking  the  arm,  which  had  so  long  been  pen* 
dant  at  her  side,  he,  by  d^rees,  elevated  it  to  a 
hold  or  loopr  above  her  head.    Percy  watched  the 
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opention,  and  hailkl  its  success,  when  he  perceiv- 
ed her  delicate  fingers  dose  upon  it 

^  Now,^  said  he,  in  the  softest  and  most  steady 
tone ;-— ^^  Now— fer  God's  sake  attend— raise  your 
other  arm— if  it  has  not  lost  its  power— ^icJfc^ 
and  mddenljf—not  yet,^— for  he  felt  the  slightest 
motion  of  the  musdes,  and  had  not  secured  his  own 
hdd,  flo  as  to  sustain  her  full  weight,  until  she 
had  caught  the  second  loop,  wluch  Blencow  had 
contrived  to  lower  to  within  h^  immediate  reach. 
^^  Now.^— Despair  gave  her  momentary  strength ; 
he  saw  her  balanced,  apparently  secured.  He 
still  hesitated — he  traced  the  line  to  the  summits— 
and  ran  again  over  every  slip  and  noose  of  the 
tackle  with  hisses ;  and,  with  a  palpitating  heart, 
gradually  withdrew  his  supporting  arm.  The  cord 
ti^tened  with  the  increadng  wdght— he  trembled 
to  trust  the  whole  to  it— the  last  slight  hold  was 
upon  her.  ^Grod  speed — God  protect  you  T  he 
cried,  and  she  swung  freely  in  her  frail  cradle,  seve* 
ral  feet  from  the  station— her  eyes,  brilliant  as  the 
morning  star,  were,for  the  first  time, opened— they 
seemed  bursting  firom  their  sockets.  *^For  Hea- 
ven's sake  be  collected!''   Percy  eagerly  cried, 
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asher  reUudnghold  seemed  to  indicate  iBaution,  or 
a  failure  of  intellect     "  Shut — shut  your  eyes— 

and  do  not  op&A  them  until — ^undl ^ 

Blencow  now  gave  the  signal  for  hoisting  to 
those  above.  *^  Do  you  hear  ?^  anxiously  demand- 
ed Percy  ;  "  do  you  hear  ? — as  you  value  your 
life,  keep  your  eyes  closed  two  seconds  and  you 
are  safe.*"  In  less  than  two  seconds  he  saw  her 
di8ai^)ear  over  the  impending  summit  of  the 
crag,  and  he  lay  motionless,  whilst  he  uttered  an 
inward  prayer  and  thanksgiving  to  that  Power, 
who  alone,  he  felt  assured,  could  have  saved  her, 
imder  such  a  complication  of  dangers.  The 
weight  was  o£P  his  soul. — ^He  felt  himself  safe— he 
had  no  fiears  of  being  diszied  by  the  horrors,  which 
would  appal  the  imagination  of  (me  less  ^qieri- 
enced  or  unaccustomed  to  them.  He  boldly  caught 
at  the  rope,  now  sent  down  to  him,  and  only  fix- 
ing a  foot  in  the  loop,  caught  the  main  line» 
and  launched  himself  fearlessly  into  the  air  with 
the  other — and  as  this  foot  spumed  the  crumb- 
ling shelf,  which  had  so  long  sustained  his  com* 
panion  and  himself,  the  shock  carried  down 
a  large  fragment  of  it,  and  made  even  his  spirit 
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qaalj  mb  the  gulf  gave  up  the  reverberated  echoes 
ofitsfidL 

His  first  care,  after  havbg  reciprocated  thanks 
and  congratulations  with  his  preserrers,  was  de- 
voted to  hia  female  oampanion.     She  lay  motion- 
less on  the  ground,  where  the  men  had  carefiilly 
deposited  her,  with  her  eyes  closed  as  in  death. 
He  kn^  down^  and  genidy  raising  her  head, 
which  &11  bade  incapable  of  self  support,  she  dis- 
{dayed,  even  in  the  image  of  death,  a  counte- 
nance such  as  Percy  had  never  before  seen— except 
in  the  dreams  of  creative  fiuuy.    He  endeavour- 
ed to  find  a  pulse,  which,  as  the  son  of  a  valeto- 
dinajrian,  he  was  sufficient^  experienced  to  make 
in  some  d^ree  the  criterion  of  his  judgment  He 
finmd  it,  but  so  languid,  that  each  beat  seemed  to 
be  the  last  Hngering  throb  of  existence.    He  saw 
a  flask  at  the  girdle  of  one  of  the  dalesmen,  and 
fstrhing  at  it,  appUed  it  to  the  lips  of  the  fiur 
suflferer.     Not  being  very  measured  in  the  dose, 
he,  perhaps,  by  venturing  more  than  a  regular 
pvescriber  would  have  done,  proved  himself  the 
better  practitioner,  for  it  produced  an  imiflediate 
effect,  anda  convulsive  sob,  seemed  to  be  the  sig- 
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nal  of  restored  animatioii.  The  first  object  in 
Percy^s  mind,  was  to  remove  her  to  some  spot, 
where  she  might  be  sheltered  from  the  keen  air  of 
the  mountain,  and  medical  aid  be  immediately 
procured.  A  sort  of  hammock  was  soon  formed 
by  the  little  party,  composed  of  ropes  interlaced, 
supported  by  their  pdes.  Their  jackets  weate 
converted  into  a  rude  species  of  mattrass,  upon 
which  their  lovely  burthen  was  gently  raised  and 
deposited. 

Percy  took  the  lead  of  the  party,  and  their  de^ 
scent  down  crag  and  rock  would,  had  she  been  ca- 
pable  of  sensation,  have  been  as  little  felt— 
or  less  so— than  is  experienced  by  many  a  fine 
lady,  with  half  a  doxen  powdered  lacqueys  before 
and  behind  her,  as  she  is  conveyed  in  a  sedan  to 
the  drawing-room,  or  to  AlmackV  As  they  reach- 
ed the  base  of  the  mountain,  there  stood,  within  a 
bow-shot,  a  cottage,  but  it  had  long  been  unin* 
habited ;  and  this  Percy  knew,  He,  therefore, 
pushed  forward  in  a  contrary  direction,  although 
it  was  nearly  half  a  mile  to  any  other  habitation. 

<'  Why  not  to  Lodden  Beck,  Con  ?""  asked 
Blencow,  as  he  pointed  towards  the  cot. 
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**  Poor  Swiimy^g  dead,  man,^  was  the  refdy. 

"  There's  a  new  bolder,  ConJ* 

The  order  of  march  was  reversed,  and  the  party 
was  receiyed  at  the  door  by  a  decentJo<ddng  wo* 
man,  who,  though  a  stranger  to  all  the  party, 
gladly  oflered  the  accommodation  her  humble 
means  appeared  to  aflbrd. 

A  rude,  but  dean  bed,  was  quidly  prepared 
for  the  suflferer,  and  Percy  hastened  home,  in 
order  to  despatch  a  horseman  for  the  doctor. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

Percy  was  preparing  to  return  to  his  charge, 
when  he  was  hailed  by  his  &ther  fix>m  a  window, 
who  b^^  to  question  him  as  soon  as  he  entered 
the  apartment,  which,  like  aU  the  sitting  rooms  of 
the  house,  was  on  the  ground  floor,  and  opened, 
with  French  windows,  towards  the  Uiwn. 

<^  How,  now.  Sirrah,  what^s  in  the  wind  with 
all  this  plague  and  clatter  ?  Hey,^  (starting  up,) 
^^  where  the  deuce  is  Benjamin  galloping  ?  By 
Jove,  Sir,  he  has  the  Malton  bay  T 

"  He  is  on  my  gelding,  Sir." 

"  And  why  the  devil  is  he  on  your  gelding. 
Sir  ? — and  whither  is  he  pelting  at  this  rate  ?^ 
•  "  For  Doctor  Drizzlethwaite,  Sir.'' 

"  Doctor  Devil ! — Confound  the  doctor,  who 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


i 


CHAPTER  IT.  91 

wants  him?  Never  better  in  my  life,  exeept  a 
di^  toodi  of  the  sciatica — and  for  that  -^— -^ 

"Not for  you,  Sir.^ 

"^  Who  then^  Sir  ?— By  Jove,  I  should  like  to 
know  who  sends  the  Malton  bay  for  a  doctor  for 
my  body  bot  myself  ?"" 

"  It  is  for  one  in  imminent  danger,  Sb.  I  can- 
not stop — indeed,  I  must         ^ 

"  You  MUST,  Sirrah  !  where  did  you  learn  that 
phase— -not  at  home,  I^Il  be  bound,  or         *" 

"  Imperious  duty ^ 

"Duly  me — no  duty — bat  to  your  fiithar, 
Snah — is  not  that  your  duty — your  first  duty — 
Bj  Jove  ? "" 

<<  I  haye  alwiqrs,^  answered  Percy  respect- 
fiiDy,  ^  shown  that  I  fed  it  to  be  so.  Sir — ^but  in 
dds  case  my  pvesrace  is  necessary— and  it  is  a 
duty "" 

"  Who  taught  Aee,  boy,  to  define  duties  ?— 
What's  this  fimcy  ?— what  ragary  has't  got  into 
thy  head  ? — By  Jove,  yoaVe  thrown  the  blood 
into  my  head,  and  I  may  — — "" 

''  It  is  a  case  of  life  and  death.  Sir."" 

"  And  art  thou  a  doctor  ?"" 
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"  I  may  preserve  a  life  — ^" 

^^  Whose  life  ? — the  boy^s  head^s  a  woolgather- 
ing. Thy  mother  !«-<he^8  well— well  enough  to 
give  me  a  fit  of  the  spleen,  by  beating  the  DeviTs 
tattoo  with  the  end  of  her  knotting-pin,  till  I  was 
worked  into  such  a  fit  of  irritation,  as  nearly  to 
bite  <^the  tip  of  my  tongue.^ 

^  It  is  not  my  poor  mother,  Sir.^ 

^  Your  POOR  mother.  Sir !— never  speak  dis- 
paragingly of  any  one  bearing  my  name— that  is 
-—but  no  matter — she^s  your  mother,  and  my 
wife^-and,  by  Jove,  Sir,  I  will  not  have  her  de- 
graded by  any  term  of  commiseration.— D^e 
mark  me.  Sirrah  P* 

**  I  do,  Sir ; — but,  I  repeat,  it  is  another «— ** 

'^  What,  Old  Winny— and  have  you  dared  to 
send  the  bay  Malton  r 

'    ^^  Sir-Hny  good  fiither— listen  to  me  for  a  mo- 
ment^ 

''  Sirrah,  I  will  not  be  dictated  to."" 

"  I  never  presumed  — '^ 

^^  Nor  shaU  now— why  the  bay  Malum,  am 
swer  me  that— why  — i-^ 
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I  aent  litUe  Ben  on  my  own  horse.  Sir,  be- 


^  Your  own  lume.  Sirrah?— has  Old  Paston  in- 
structed you  so  little  in'the  laws  of  your  country, 
that  yoa  are  ignorant  that  a  minor  can  have  no- 
thing properly  his  own-— Aat  is  — — ^^ 

<^  Sir,  he  taught  me  *— "" 

^  Not  to  intemipt  your  father,  Sirrah-*-hey  T 

"  He  taught  me.  Sir,'*  cried  Percy,  no  longer 
able  to  bear  even  with  a  parent's  frailties,  when  a 
paramount  duty  seemed  to  warrant  the  exception 
to  his  general  demeanour— -^^  he  taught  me  that 
humani^  was  a  Christian  virtue,  which  no  earth- 
ly consideration  should  be  suffered  to  bar;  and  as 
my  presence  can  be  of  no  use  to  you,  my  dear 
fiither,  and  may  be  of  the  greatest  to— «n  angel, 
nn  sure  of  your  pardon  by  and  by,  and  so''— 
Sjing  out  of  the  do(Hr,  with  a  hop  step  and  jump, 
he  heard  not,  or  heeded  not,  the  cry  of  *^  Stop, 
stop,  or  by  Jove,''— which,  with  many  coarser 
aunliaries  of  an  impetuous  t^nper,  was  vociferat- 
ed by  his  fitther-— who,  in  ordinary  times,  and  on 
general  occasions,  had  found  a  simple  imperative 
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sufficient  to  stifle  all  Tedstaiiee  on  the  part  of  Mb 
passive  and  well  disciplined  household. 

Percy  ran,  or  rather  leaped,  as  with  his  pole  he 
cleared  all  impediments  in  hiq  progress,  towards 
the  cottage,  where  he  had  left  the  companion  of 
his  morning  adventures. 

He  was  informed  that  she  had  recovered  her 
senses ;  but  could  only  articulate,  in  single  mono- 
syllables, such  answers  as  were  considered  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  be  put  to  her,  by  those  who 
were  officiating  about  her.  Her  name  and  place 
of  abode  were  equally  unknown ;  but  from  her 
dress  and  appearance,  although  simple  and  unpre- 
tending, and  in  a  state  of  no  little  disorder,  he 
was  satisfied  that  she  had  nothing  in  common 
with  the  class  of  people  who  inhabited  the  imme- 
diate neighbourhood.  From  the  surgeon,  when 
he  arrived,  he  expected  to  receive  ftdl  satisfaction 
on  this  head,  as,  from  his  practice  f(»r  miles  round, 
he  doubted  not  he  must  be  acquainted  with  every 
fiimily  of  respectability  within  his  circuit. 

Dr  Driszlethwaite,  as  he  was  called,  at  length 
made  his  appearance — and,  although  his  horse  was 
covered  with  dust  and  foam,  .the  gentleman  him- 
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MlfwMoool  and  ocSkcteijas  if  he  hadjustpatti- 
ed  from  one  room  to  another. 

^^  For  Heaven^s  sake,  my  dear  Driizle,^  cried 
Fenjy  <<  make  haste— every  moment  is  predons.'" 
The  other,  taking  out  his  watdi,  seemed  to  be 
calcnlaling  the  time  he  had  taken  in  readiing  his 
present  destination,  as  a  sort  of  tacit  answer  to 
the  young  man'^s  impetaosity.  He  returned  the 
watch  to  his  fob— and,  repeating  in  a  low  tone  of 
Toice  ^  Thirty-seven  minutes  and  two  seconds,^ 
quietly  drew  a  chair,  and  seated  himself,  whilst 
he  ddiboatdy  took  his  hat  firmn  his  head.  He 
wiped  off  a  few  partii^  of  dust  from  it  with  one 
of  Us  gloves,  whidi  he  had  methodically  drawn 
fSrom  his  hand. 

Percy  fidgetted  about  the  cottage  kitdien,  in 
whidi  lUs  scene  took  place— then  stood  with  the 
door,  qar,  in  his  hand,  as  if  waiting  for  the  doc- 
toe,  as  a  matter  of  course,  to  ascend  the  little  stair- 
case  which  led  to  the  apartment  of  the  invalid. 

<<  Come— come,^  he  impatiently  repeated  more 
than  once,  of  which  Dr  Driaslethwaite  seemed  to 
take  no  note  whatever — ^his  attention  being  evi- 
dently  pre-occujned  in  unbuttoning  the  over-alls, 
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which  had  been  the  safi^riuurd  and  protection  of 
a  pair  of  highly  polished  boots,  now  slowly  dis- 
dosing  themselves  to  view. 

«  Why— Dr  Drizslethwaite  T 

^^  Sir  r  responded  the  doctor,  as  he  tonttd  up 
his  head  sideways  from  discharging  the  last'but- 
ton  at  his  heel. 

*«  The  patient'' 

^'  True,''  answered  the  imperturbable  doctor, 
as  he'  neatly  folded  the  leathern  appurtenances, 
and  turned  them  over  the  bade  of  a  chair. 

"  Will  you— win  you  go  up  stairs.  Sir  7^  de- 
manded Percy,  out  of  all  patience  with  this  son 
of  Esculapius,  althouj^  well  acquainted  with  his 
haUjts,  wluch  might — as  they  had  often  done— af- 
ford food  for  a  passing  joke— but  were  insuSera- 
Me  in  a  moment  of  real  agitation  and  anxie^. 

<^  I  will,  Mr  Per<7— 4mt  first''— pulling  down 
his  shirt-sleeves,  and  acyusting  the  buckle  of  his 
stock — "  the  case  ?" 

<<  How  should  I  know— come  and  judge  for 
yourself?" 

"  Male  or  female  ?" 

f  *  A  lovely  girl— a  — — " 

10 
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"  A  laboiDr  r 

"  FAa  ! — an  accident.^ 

"  A  migcaniage  T 

"  A  miscairiage ! — a  mio  come — come, 

Drizde,  for  God^s  sake,  see  the  poor  sufferer. 
—She  has  had  a  fiiIl.-^She  was  tiearly  destroyed. 
—She  may  be  bruised — a  limb  iMnoken." 

**  The  case— Why  did'st  iiot  say  so  before  ?" 
i&wly  demaiided  he,  ad  he  deliberately  raised 
kiMdf  fliom  the  chair — ^when,  turning  somewW 
AMJte  abruptly  towards  the  window,  as  Percy  had 
taken  the  lead  towards  the  door,  he  quietly  open- 
ed the  caMment,  and  calling  to  a  boy  who  held 
Us  horse — ^^  Walk  the  mare — ^walk  the  mare^ 
gendy  chum — there— don'^t  let  her  stand  still.'* 

He  followed  slowly  up  the  narrow  staircase— 
whilst  his  conductor  gently  knocked  at  the  door 
of  the  chamber — ^which,  being  opened,  the  doc- 
tor entered,  and  Percy  retreated  to  the  lower 
apartment.  Here  he  paced  up  and  down,  an- 
rioody  awaiting  the  doctor's  opinion  of  the  case, 
and  all  otber  information  conceming  a  being  who 
had  excited  in  his  bosom  a  sensation  and  an  inte- 
rest he  had  never  before  experienced.     He  feh 
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again,  as  they  stood  recorded  in  black  and  white, 
with  an  occasional  splash  of  red  and  blue,  to  bring 
them  under  the  general  designation  of  coloured 
prints — ^bordered  with  black  wood,  and  suspended^ 
in  a  series,  round  the  dean  white-washed  walls  of 
the  apartment. 

He  looked  repeatedly  at  a  cnckoa<^k,  whidi 
was  placed  over  the  chimney — and  then  at  his 
watch,  to  ascertain  which  of  them  ^'  stood  still  ;^ 
for  the  single  quarter  which  at  first  appeared  only 
wantmg  to  the  period,  when  the  bird  shouU  an- 
nounce, in  its  ^'  native  wood  notes  wild,^  an  hour 
complete,  seemed  to  the  youth  to  have  been  ex- 
tended to  at  least  treble  its  duration. 

He  sat  down  on  a  chair— and,  in  the  suddenness 
of  the  act,  jerked  the  doctor^s  aforenamed  over- 
alls, which  he  had  so  carefiilly  arranged,  into  the 
dumney-comer,  and  directly  upon  the  glowing 
embers  of  a  bright  wood  firev  The  inddent  was 
favourable — ^for  it  occupied  his  attention,  and  en- 
gaged his  activity  for  several  minutes,  (and  the 
reader  has  percdved  the  rate  at  which  he  calcu- 
lated them  when  he  had  nothing  to  do,)  to  snatch 
them  from  destruction,  and  to  oUiterate,  as  far  as 
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possible,  the  eflfects  whidi,  in  spite  of  his  eSortSj 
the  deYoumig  el^odent  had  produced  upon  theoL 

He  had  scarcely  finished  his  task  when  he 
heard  the  latch  of  the  chamber-door  above  lifted, 
and  perceiyed  the  gradual  devdopement  of  the 
person  of  the  landlady,  as  she  descended  the 
staircase. 

"  Well  r— <Iemaiided  he. 

*^  God  Uess  you  P  cried  the  w(»nan— as  she 
passed  towards  the  outward  door,  and  shouted  out, 
*^  Mun— mun.^ 

^  Percy  caught  her  arm— -and  arrested  her  pro- 
gress.— ^^  Where  are  you  going  ? — ^what,  in  the 
name  of  Heaven,  do  you  want  ?^ 

^*  The  doctor^s  horse— «weetheart.^ 

"  Psha ! — ^the  doctor  can't  havehis  horse  yet. — 
How  is  the  young  lady — how  has  she  borne — ?^ 

Here  the  doctor's  long  weU-poHshed  boots  ap. 
peared  on  the  upper  part  of  the  staircase,  and 
gradually  brought  after  them  the  rest  of  his  long 
gaunt  figure,  bent  nearly  double,  in  order  to  bear 
him  harmless  from  its  shelving  roof,  and  contract- 
ed walls. 
Percy  seized  the  hand  which  he  had  projected. 
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for  the  purpose  ot  securing  a  fukrumy  in  the 
wooden  pin  of  the  door,  in  order  to  obtrude  him^ 
self  perpendicularly  into  the  apartment,  and  there^ 
by — ^by  reversing  the  well  digested  theory  of  this 
disciple  of  Gralen— reduced  him  nearly  to  a  hori- 
zontal line  upon  the  well-sanded  flags  of  the  floor. 

"  How,  now.  Master  Percy  P**  cried  he,  rather 
more  rapidly  than  was  his  wont. 

^^  A  thousand  pardons,  my  good  doctor ;  but 
how  is  the  lady — ^how  has  she  borne  the  operation 
— ^how  is  she  afiected — any  fracture— -any  — —  7^ 
'   ^^  Can'*t  answer  ten  questions  at  a  time.'" 

^^  Nay— nay  then— ^how  is  she? — ^is  she  in 
danger  ?^ 

^^  It  is  impossible  to  say."" 

"  Have  you  then  dou —  doubts  ?^ 

"  Never  come  to  hasty  condusions— whereas 
my  horse,  good  woman  ?^ 

"  Why,  you — ^you  woiddn^t  leave  me  in  this 
state?'' 

"  Why — what  ails  thee  ?'^  instinctively  advan- 
cing his  hand  to  feel  his  pulse. 

"  Will  you  not  tell  me — ^how  the  sufiering 
angel  is  ?'' 
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'^  No  acquaintance  with  angels.'" 

*'  Yoor  patient  above  stairs,  then  ?" 

**  I  have  said      ■   ^ 

"  WiU  she  die  ?" 

"  Perhaps  not."" 

"  Only  parhap6.-«6ood  God!  doctor-^o  you 
really  think  there  is  a  chance      ■   ^ 

"  Tha»  is  always  a  chance.^ 

'^  And  only  a  chance  !^ 

«'  What  would^  have  ?" 

"  A  certainty — a  hope  at  least— nay,  do  not 
trifle  with  me.'" 

"  I— I— trifle,  Mr  Percy  !''  cried  the  doctor, 
with  something  like  an  air  of  surprise. 

"  Psh*— I  mean— do  you  think— do  you  think 
she  is  in  immediate  danger  t^ 

"  Not  exactly." 

"  Then  why  did  you  not  say  so  before  T  ask* 
ed  Percy  peevishly. 

^^  Because  you  didn^t  put  the  question." 

^*  Did  I  not  ask  whether  she  was  in  danger  ?— « 
Did  I  not  inquire  her  state— her  — -" 
^^  Repeat,  I   can'^t  answer  ten  questions  at 
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*^  Is  she  sufferii^  ?^ 

'^  Suppofite  90— odmess  ia  suflBbriog.— Wliat 
has  happened  to  my  spatterdashes,  woman  ?^ 
vainly  trying  to  button  them. 

**  Nothing,  your  Honor,  FIl  be  swoni«^ 
'<  Nothing— Fah !— been  in  the  fire."" 

<<  ini  take  my  BiUe  oatb^  your  Honor ^ 

^<  Don't  do  that,  Goody,""  interrupted  Percy, 
^<  for  in  the  fire  they  certainly  have  been ;  and  I 
wish  they  had  been  burnt  to  ashes,""  added  he, 
grinding  his  teeth  at  the  phlegmatic  doctor. 
^«  Mr  Percy  Ryoott !"" 
^^  Yes,-^you  are  enough  to  drive  one  mad."" 
<<  Mad,  in  vmty  I"*  returned  the  doctor  with 
perfect  mng.  firoid^  a»  be  rose  up  firom  the  vain 
attempt,  to  reconcile  and  bring  together  the  bwer 
buttons,  and  button-holes  of  the  shrivelled  stnqps 
of  his  over-^dk-— or  spatterdashes,  as  he  prefisned 
to  call  them. 
^^  Good  day,  mistress-^eep  her  codr— barl^- 

water— panada "^ 

"  Yes,  your  Honour— HI  take  care  of  her  as  if 
die  were  my  own."" 

"  Thine  !""  muttered  Percy,  as  he  looked  upon 
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the  wmnan  with  homur,  at  the  bare  suppoeition  of 
her  b^ng  even  of  the  same  species. 

^<  I  will  see  her  friends,^  said  the  doctor,  as  he 
stalked  out  of  the  door,  again  stooping  to  make 
good  his  retreat 

^^  Her  friends  T  exclaimed  Percy,  as  he  caught 
at  Drinlethwaite^s  arm,  and  had  again  nearly 
overset  him ;  '^  do  you  know  them  ?^ 

**  Whatthenr 

^  Will  you  not  tdl  me  r 

"  And  why  T 

^  Because  I  wish  to  be  infinmed.'" 

^*  Wish — ^wished  to  bum  my  spatterdashes !"" 

^^  111  give  you  a  doaen  new  pair.*" 

^^  Hold  the  stirrup,  mun, — ^there         ^ 

<<  Will  you,  or  will  you  not,  tell  me  P**  fiercely 
demanded  Percy,  seiaing  the  bridle,  as  the  doctor 
seated  himself  in  his  saddle. 

^  If  not  r  coolly  asked  the  doctor. 

"  Then  you  are ^ 

^^  Off  !^  interrupted  the  doctor,  who,  striking 
his  spurs  into  the  maie*s  sides,  jerked  the  bridle 
out  of  Percy^s  hand,  and  nearly  threw  him  to  the 
ground,  whilst,  upright  as  a  dart,  and  collected  as 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


106  PBBCT  MALLOEY. 

if  nothing  had  happened,  be  cantered  away,  with* 
out  once  deigning  to  turn  his  head  upon  his  en- 
Taged  opponent. 

^^  Well,  then,  if  e^er  I  see  such  a  brute  as  that 
doctor — a  pretty  doctor  truly.  Why,  he  hasnH  a 
hurt  diee,  dear  ?^  cried  the  woman,  as  she  took 
hold  of  Percy's  ann. 

*^  Psha !  wonuaw-no— the  Devil  take  him.'" 

^^  And  so  say  I — and  he  must  be  the  Deyil's 
own,  to  hurt  such  a  kind,  good,  beautiful,  young 
gentleman  as         ^ 

^^  Nay,  nay — ^priAee,  Groody,  leave  me  to  my- 
seE'* 

"  And  wonH  you  see  Miss  Bull  ?"" 

"BuU!— who?'' 

<^  Miss  Bully-man — ^that's  the  name,  I  thinks 
•—Lord,  how  can  you  turn  up  those  beautiful  eyes 
in  that  there  way  P" 

"  Is  that  her  name  ?" 

"  It's  that— or  somewhat  liken  to  it." 

<^  And  who  is  she  ?" 

"  You  may  e'en  ask  her  yourself-^she's  no- 
ways proud." 

«  WiUsheseeme?" 
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**  To  be  sure  die  win." 

*'  Did  she  say  so  ?"" 

*f  Lsr— 00— but  she  can^t  refuse  yoa  nothing — 
Why  she  told  that  poker  of  a  doctor  aQ  how  and 
about  your  shooting  the  eagle,  and  then  carrying 
her  off  on  his  back.^ 

^^  YouVe  put  the  cart  before  the  horse,  Groody. 
If  the  eagle  carried  us  off  on  his  bade — it  must  at 
least  have  been  before  he  was  ^hot." 

^  Why,  do  you  know— I  was  thinking  of  that — 
but  she  did  so  talk  of  your  presents.^ 

*^  My  presents ! — ^you  are  mad,  Goody,'' 

*^  Not  I,  truly — ^bless  your  sweet  smile— unless 
it  be  for  joy." 

<<  Joy — ^because  an  angel  was  nearly  lost !" 

^^  Aye— but  she  was  saved  by  another  angel, 
and  she  vowed  to  the  doctor  all  along  of  your  pre- 
■oits." 

*^  Presents  again !" 

"  I  dotft  know  what  they  was — ^for  I  asked  if 
they  was  gold  or  silver — and  she  smiled  and 
said,  they  was  something  mudi  valuaUer— for 
they  was  the  presents  of  your  mind,  and  so  I  be- 
thought me  perhaps        " 
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^*  Oh  Greody !  Groody— you  needn^t  think,  you^re 
no  conjuror.'' 

^<  Mayhap  not,"  returned  the  poor  voman  pet- 
tishly ;  ^^  but  I  knows  them  as  is." 

<<  Well — I  wish  you  would  consult  them  how  I 
may  best  gain  admission  above  stairs." 

^^  Ifitckins  there's  no  coi\juiing  necessary  there ; 

for  it's  hard,  in  my  own  house,  if  I  can't ^"and 

she  was  advancing  to  the  staircase,  when  Percy 
caught  her  by  the  gown,  and  drew  her  back. 

^^  For  worlds  I  would  not  force  myself  into  her 
presence." 

"  La — ^how  scrupulous  you  be — ^why  she  wants 
to  see  you." 

"  Did  she  say  so  ?" 

"  No^-but  I  could  tell  it  by  her  looks." 

"  Nay,  nay — ^that  won't  do." 

^^  She  looked  so  sharply  at  the  door,  every  timt 
it  opened,  and  she  asked         " 

"What?" 

^^  Nothing — ^but  she  did  look  so  glum  upon  thai 
long  stick  of  a  doctor — I  didn't  think  it  was  in  her* 
It  was  just  as  much  as  to  say — ^the  deuce  take  you, 
who  sent  for  you,  I  thought  it  was——" 
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"  Wdl,  well — then  jtwt  go  up — and  present  my 
respect^  and  say — say,  that  if  she  will  allow  me 
the  honor  ^ 

"  Honor !  forfiooA.'' 

*  Say  hondr,  Goody,  as  I  direct  you — the  ho- 
nor of  waith^  upon  Miss ^whatever  her  name 

i»— it  can't  be  Bull — anything.*^ 

«  Tis  Bull— or  Bully-man." 

**  Wdl — ^the  honor  of  paying  my  respects  to 
her  for  fire  nmnites.^  % 

"  Lord  k>ve  ye — ^why  should  you  tie  yourself 
iamn  so  to  time  ? — There's  nobody  coming  to  in- 
tcrmpt  you.'' 

^  PriAee,  good  woman,  do  as  you  are  bid." 

«  Well— wen— I'm  going." 

Percy  followed  her  softly  up  the  stairs,  and  rest- 
ing midway,  whilst  she  advanced  into  the  chamber, 
he  heard  her  address  the  young  lady, — 

*^  Dear,  dear,  my  young  madam — the  beautiful 
joung  gentleman  below — as  is  the  son  of  the  great 
ridi  Mr  RycoCt,  is  over  head  and  ears  in  love  with 
yon,  tfaofbe  looks  such  a  lad — I  can  tell  you.  Miss, 
hell  be  nineteen  come  next  November— aye  the 
fery  next  as  comes — that's  what  he  will — and ^ 
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'^  What  are  you  talking  about,  my  good  woman  ?^ 
asked  tlie  young  lady^  loud  eiough  to  be  heard  by 
Percy,  who,  biting  his  lips,  murmured—- 

**  The  Devil's  in  the  woman,  I  beKeve.** 

*^  La !  Miss — ^you  know  well  enough  what  Pm 
talking  about — and  the  dear  young  gentleman  in^ 
sists  upon  coming  up.^ 

**  '•Tis  false,  by  Heaven  T-— exdnimed  Percy, 
darting  up  the  stairs — and  addressing  himself  fi*om 
the  outside  of  the  door  to  the  young  lady — ^"  Do 
not  believe  this  gossiping  body,  my  dear  Madam 
—I  neither  indsted,  nor  dreamt  of  intruding.  I 
only  requested — that  if — that  is — if  you  were  su£t 
ficiendy  recovered  from  your  indisposition,  I  might 
be  permitted  the  honor  of  paying  my  req>ects  to 
you."^ 

A  soft  but  animated  voice,  which  coidd  not  be 
mistaken  for  that  of  Dame  Wigram,  (the  name  of 
mine  hostess,)  requested  him  to  ent^  the  chamber, 
which  he  no  longer  hesitated  to  do. 

'^  I  shouldn't  have  thought  of  such  a  fiiss  about 
nothing,""  muttered  Goody  Wigram,  with  a  toss  of 
her  head. 

^^  I  wish,""  interrupted  Percy,  who  dreaded  what 
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fldglit  follow — "  that  you  would  not  think  at  all, 
or  speak  about  matters  with  which  you  can  have 
BO  posaUe  concern.^ 

*^  Marry  come  up  !*" 

**  Goody,  go  down,''  again  interrupting  her, 
leading  her  towards  the  door. 

«  What  J — and  leave  you  and  Miss  P'' 

^  Silence,  woman — and  dare  not  ^ 

*^  I  dare  more  than  you  think  for,  my  young 
Testy." 

"  This  is  intolerable — Will  you  allow  me  to 
tpeak  to  this  young  lady,  without  being  interrupt- 
ed by  your  rude ^ 

**  I  don't  want  to  be  rude — ^but  I  must  have 
words  with  you,  my  young  squire  V^ 
Whenever  you  please — ^but,  now,  I  must  in^ 
and  again  he  led  her  towards  the  door; 
but  she  was  not  destined  to  pass  it,  for  the  young 
lady,  who  was  reposing  on  the  bed,  proposed  an 
acconmiodiuion  between  the  two  belligerents,  re- 
quinng  a  cessation  of  oral  hostility  on  the  part  of 
the  hostess,  and,  as  an  equivalent  for  so  consider* 
able  a  sacrifice,  a  surrender,  on  the  part  of  Percy, 
of  all  Aiture  attempts  to  dislodge  the  enemy  fr<«i 
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her  present  positioii ;  a  decisloii  by  Vhidi  Percy^s 
sense  of  decorum  quickly  convinced  him  he  was 
bound  to  abide,  and  which  a  look  towards  his  per- 
secutor shewed  he  was  determined  to  enforce  on 
both  the  contracting  parties. 

He  then  advanced  towards  the  object  of  his 
newly  awakened  interest,  and,  in  a  tone  of  voice 
which  betrayed  the  feelings  which  rendered  it 
scarcely  imdible,  inquired  how  she  felt  after  the 
^^  terrific  trials  of  the  morning — and  the  discipline 
to  which  she  had  been  since  subjected  ?^ 

She  blushed — and  with  a  countenance  beaming 
intelligence  and  animation — answered  his  inqui- 
ries, by  expressing  her  hope,  that  he  had  not  suf- 
fered by  his  generous  and  almost  incredible  ex- 
ertions in  her  favour.  His  reply  may  be  safely 
trusted  to  the  imagination  of  the  reader,  and  diese 
preliminaries  having  passed,  the  parties  began  to 
feel  themselves  somewhat  more  at  their  ease. 

Percy  adventured  on  some  farther  inquiries, 
but  in  so  circuitous  a  mimner,  that  he  would  pro- 
bably  never  have  arrived  at  his  point,  had  not 
the  young  lady  inteirupted  him  with  a  winning 
nmle,r— 
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^^  In  shoTt— you  wish  to  know  who  the  wander- 
ing damsel  is,  whom  your  adventurous  gallantry 
has  diia  morning  rescued  from  the  enchanter^s 
qpeD — and  the  winged  dragon— ^OhT — chang- 
ing her  tone—"  I  shudder  at  the  very  recollec- 
tkm-'' 

•*  I  would  not  presume  to '" 

"  Indeed,  and  indeed  you  would,  if  you  are  as 
rancere  as  I  believe  you  to  be,  and  you  are  en- 
ticed fiom  me  to  mcnre  than  I  shall  ever,  ever  be 
aUe  to  repay— more  than  I  can  ever  again  owe 
to  mortal  man.  To  the  Great  Being,^  she  said 
impressivdy,  raising  her  eyes—"  who  willed  my 
rescue,  my  first  tribute  has  been  silently  paid, 
but,^— added  she,  recovering  her  smiles,—"  as 
you  cmnot  read  my  heart,  it  would  burst,  I  am 
sore,  if  I  were  to  refiise  to  let  it  speak  its  genuine 
and  honest  feelings.^  Somehow  or  other  it  did 
not  speak — ^for  a  tear  struggled  witb  the  smile, 
and  a  slight  hysteric  sob  seemed  to  check  her 
farther  utterance.-*Percy  started,  and  seizing  a 
smaD  phiid  of  he  knew  not  what,  was  about  to 
spply  it  to  her  lips,  when  Goody  Wigram  caught 
at  his  arm,  and  screamed  "  hartshorn  !'' 
VOL.  I.  H 
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*^  The  devil  r— -exclaimed  Percy,  tarmngupon 
her,  offended  by  her  breach  of  the  treaty,  and 
the  tone  m  which  it  was  effected,  which  seemed 
absolute  discord  to  his  ear,  after  the  mellifluouB 
sounds  with  which  it  had  been  so  btely  filled.— 
He  did  not  appear  sensible  of  the  information  she 
intended  to  convey,  until  she  actually  screamed 
out,  "  'Twill  bum  her  to  cinders.^ 

He  dropt  the  bottle. 

<^  Nay,  Sir,^— said  the  invalid— the  smile  hav* 
ing  effectually  chased  away  the  tear— ^^  you  must 
not  destroy  your  own  good  work— or  kill,  evesn 
widi  kindness,  one  whom  you  have  so  miraculous- 
ly saved.^ 

^^  I— I,  Madam,  have  done  nothing  but  what 
any  being,  endowed  with  manhood,  would  have 
done.'* 

^^  It  seems  to  have  been  a  very  recent  endow, 
ment  with  you,  Sir^nmd  you  have  lost  no  time 
in  proving  it" 

"  Who/  returned  Percy,  whose  colour  and 
eloquence  seemed  to  glow  and  graduate  together 
as  the  conversation  proceeded — ^^  who  could  merit 
such  a  reward  as  is  at  this  moment  bestowed  up- 
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QAme  ?     What  exertioii  of  the  proudest  fiunilties 
of  num— the  boldest  energies  of  our  nature— 


^  Nay,  nay,  spare  me,  my  kind  champion-*I 
am  still  too  feeble  for  heroics,  and  am  so  perfect- 
ly satisfied  with  all  that  you  have  done  for  me, 
that  I  feel  afiraid  all  the  energies,  and  all  the  fi^ 
culties  which  you  are  about  to  conjure  up  in  or-^ 
der  diffidently  to  depreciate  yourself,  would,  in 
their  happiest  combinatidn,  have  failed  to  eflfect 
my  rescue  feom  impending  destruction,  so  eflfec- 
tuaUy  as  jrou  have  done  with  aU  your  modest  dis- 
daimers.^ 

Percy  was  overpowered  by  a  new  sensation— 
Of  heroics  he  knew  little,  and  they  certainly  had 
never  been  called  forth  before.— 'His  humanity, 
and  the  active  pursuits  of  his  youth,  had  often 
rendered  him  of  use  to  his  less  gifted,  or  more 
unfortunate  fellow  creatures ;  but  as  the  olgects  of 
his  enteiprising  spirit  had  not  been  hitherto  dis- 
tinguished by  any  marked  superiority  of  person 
or  qualification,  he  had  received  their  professions 
of  gratitude  as  a  matter  of  course,  and  quietly 
agoyed  the  satisfection  of  having  had  an  oppor- 
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tunity  afforded  him  of  doing  good.— But,  in  the 
present  case— «Tery  feeling  and  sentiment  ap- 
peared to  be  reversed.  He  trembled  to  approach 
the  being  who  owed  her  very  existence  to  him«- 
and  felt  overpowered  with  the  obligation  of  hav- 
ing his  services  acknowledged  by  one,  who  seem- 
ed, in  the  very  'act,  to  bestow  the  blessing  of  a 
new  life  upon  him. 

He  did  not  know  how  to  set  about  it,  but  felt 
every  disposition  to  throw  himself  on  his  knees, 
and  worship  the  fiiir  idol  before  him.  He  found 
the  flow  of  his  eloquence  as  suddenly  checked,  as 
it  had  been  just  before  inspired,  and  with  an  awk- 
ward shyness,  which  was  as  foreign  to  his  nature 
as  to  his  halnts,  he  stammered  and  hesitated  for 
a  single  connected  phrase,  to  convey  what  he  felt 
and  wished  to  say. 

The  young  lady  appeared  to  understand  him 
better  than  he  did  himself,  and,  although  appa- 
rently possessing  no  advantage  over  him,  in  .point 
of  years,  she  was  far  superior  to  him  in  point  of 
discretion ;  for,  although  there  is  some  reason  to 
suspect  that  her  feelings  were  as  powerfiilly  ex- 
cited as  his  own,  she  had,  at  least,  a  sort  of  in- 
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tuitive  knowledge  of  their  tendency,  and  was, 
therefore,  the  more  strongly  convinced  of  the  ne- 
cessity of  concealing  them. 

Fearfiil,  however,  of  being  betrayed,  should  her 
less  experienced  companion  stumble  upon  the 
truth,  she  ingeniously  turned  the  conversation, 
by  asking  Goody  Wigram,  if  any  person  had  been 
despatched  to  her  aunt,  to  inform  her  of  her  si- 
tuation. 

^^  The  doctor  promised,  Miss-^but  I'^m  sure 
there'^s  no  trusting  to  such  a         ^ 

"  Soffisr  me,''  cried  Percy,  relieved  by  a  new 
demand  upon  his  activity-^^^  Suffer  me  to  fly  to 
-—to  be  of  some  use,''  and  he  was  already  half 
down  the  narrow  staircase. 

"  Where  are  you  going,  Sir  ?"  asked  the  young 
lady,  smiling. 

M  To— to  your  aunt.  Madam." 

"  You  know  her,  then  ?" 

"  I  had  forgotten ;"  and  he  returned  over  the 
threshold. 

<<  I  cannot,  indeed,  think  of  adding  to  your  fa- 
tigoe— it  must  be  seven  or  eight  miles  by  the 
road." 
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"  What,  if  it  were  fifty  ?" 

<^  La !  my  dear  sweet  soul,''  interrupted  Mrs 
Wigram,  ^<  I  wouldn't  have  you  walk  fifty  miles 
on  no  account,  after  such  a  —— '^ 

^^  Silence,  once  more  I  entreat  you,  my  good 
woman,  what  can  you  have  to  do  with  — — ." 

^  Nay — but  you  must  listen  to  me,"  said  the 
young  lady.'' 

"  For  ever  could  I  listen  to  you." 

^<  La  !  what  nonsense !"  interrupted  the  imprac- 
ticable landlady.  Percy  could  endure  no  more- 
he  took  the  troublesome  Groody,  and  fiorly  turn- 
ing her  on  the  staircase,  shut  her  out  of  the  room. 
Vain  were  her  attempts  to  re-enter — he  kept  his 
back  against  the  door-— and  agwi  bowing  to  the 
fair  invalid,  repeated  his  determination  to  seek  out 
her  friends.  .  Mrs  Wigram  was  vociferous  in 
maintaining  her  right  to  enter  any  apartment  in 
her  own  house.  He  could  only,  amid  this  cla- 
mour, collect  half  the  information  he  needed,  and 
even  that  was  rather  extracted  at  intervals,  than 
given  in  regular  succession,  by  the  half  laughing 
and  half  angry  invalid. 

"  Will  you  kill  this  angel  with  your  noise  ?" 
11 
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demanded  he  (tf  his  back  neighbour,  whose  efforts, 
manual  as  well  as  vocal,  mteroepted  the  most  in- 
terestii^  pomt  of  communication,  or,  in  plainer 
words,  the  name  of  the  said  angel. 

"  I  want  to  kill  nobody— but  I  wonH  allow 
eoA  doings  in  my  house— I  won^t — I  won^t.^ 

^^  Far  Heavai^s  sake.  Sir  r  cried  the  offended 
young  lady,  ^^  open  the  door,«— or  the  good  *  wo- 
aaan'^s  tongue        ^ 

^  The  DeviTs  tongue  !^  exdumed  he,  as,  re- 
lieving the  door,  it  burst  open,  and  brought  their 
damorous  hostess  headlong  into  the  apartment 

^  And  what  of  my  tongue— what  of  my  tongue?^ 
demanded  she,  as  she  rose  from  her  humiliating 
prostration,  ^^  HavVt  I  a  right  to  use  it  in  my 
own  house  P" 

**  I  tdl  you  what,  Mrs— —whatever  may  be 
your  name  — ^ 
"  Why,  you  don't  doubt  it  P'' 
^  I  doaH  know  it— neither  do  I  care  for  it.^ 
^  Mark  that — mark  that — ^he  don't  know  my 
name— he  don't  care  for  it.'' 

^  Why,  sounds,  woman,  what  is  your  name  to 
mer 
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<^  That's  as  may  happen,  my  lad  of  wax— FU 
teach  you  — — '^ 

^^  By  Heavens  you  shall  teach  me  nothing  now 
— Madam—- Madam,^  turning  towards  the  young 
lady,  ^'  do,  I  beseech  you,  finish  your  instructions, 
whilst  Ikeep  myhandon  this  plaguy  woman^smouth 
— Glendara— I  know  its  position— Mrc        ^ 

«  Norclifie.'' 

"  And "^ 

^^  Mine— Loo  BeUenden."" 

«  Bellenden — Fool  T  turning  to  his  struggling 
hostess,  whom  he  had  released  bom  the  forcible 
embaigo  on  her  tongue — ^'  Fool  !^  he  again  repeat- . 
ed,  as  he  ran,  or  rather  sUded  down  the  stairs,  and 
compared  the  soft  flowing  ^^  Bellenden"^  with  the 
**  Bull  something^  of  his  cacophonizing  hostess. 

*^  Fool  !^  was  reiterated  by  the  good  woman 
herself— not  re-echoed— for  the  tone  in  which  her 
indignant  feelings  gave  utterance  to  it,  struck 
upon  the  ear  of  Miss  Bellenden  as  the  most  harsh 
and  discordant  she  had  ever>  heard,  and  certainly 
conveyed  no  sensation  in  common  with  that  left 
upon  it  by  the  voice  of  Percy  Rycott. 

Fortunately  for  that  young  lady,  Croody  Wig- 
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ram  was  too  much  emraged  to  suffer  any  of  her 
indignant  expressions  to  be  lost  upon  the  person 
against  whom  they  were  now  directed,  and  pur- 
suing her  victim,  she  vollied  forth  her  vitupera- 
tions, accompanied  with  threats  which  were  as 
unintelligible  as  th^  were  unr^arded,  fiir  be- 
yond the  precincts  oS  her  own  cottage — and  in- 
deed long  after  the  heedless  object  of  them  was 
fidriy  out  of  sight 

It  is  to  be  presumed,  as  in  most  eases  of  this 
nature,  that  a  sudden  cahn  followed  this  out- 
pouring of  the  storm — for  Miss  Bellenden  heard 
nothing  more  of  her  hostess — ^if  we  except  the 
sudden  dose  of  the  outer  door,  and  certain  oc- 
casional sounds  which  indicated  the  abrupt  trans- 
fier  of  a  diair,  or  other  article  of  fiimtture,  from  its 
wonted  station  bdow  stairs.  The  young  lady 
had,  therefore,  full  leisure  to  repose  after  her  fa- 
tigues—-or  to  reflect  upon  what  had  passed 
during  the  eventful  morning.  The  reader  must 
be  left  to  divine  which  was  the  most  necessary— 
and  which  the  most  likely  of  these  alternatives, 
to  be  resorted  to  upon  the  occasion. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


122  PERCY  MALLOEY. 


CHAPTER  V. 

Percy  made  his  way  over  the  hills,  directly 
towards  his  pcmit,  which  his  knowledge  of  the 
carte  du  pays  enabled  him  to  do  with  an  acco^ 
racy  that  would  have  done  honour  to  an  adjutant- 
general. 

In  Mb  descent,  he  beheld  before  him,  nearly 
in  a  right  line,  the  object  he  was  in  search  o^ 
and  ran,  or  rather  leapt  forward,  until  he  reached 
the  outer  gate  of  a  small  plantation,  in  the  boscm 
of  which  stood  a  very  elq;ant  and  picturesque 
building  of  the  cottage  character,  but  with  all 
those  distinctions  which  render  dwellings  of  this 
description  as  little  characterbtic  of  what  they 
are  proposed  to  resemble,  as  possible.  It  appear- 
ed calculated  for  any  thing  rather  than  humUe 
life — and  with  such  a  paradise— and  such  an  in* 
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mate  as  P^cy  now  knew  it  was  destined  to  con- 
tain, he  felt  he  could  be  content  to  dwell  fer  ever 
— -^^  the  world  forgetting^— and  for  ought  he  cared 
—"by  the  world  forgot.'" — Love,  in  such  a  cottage, 
was  no  chimera  of  a  lover^s  brwi !  He  paused 
finr  a  moment*  to  regain  his  breath,  then  ringing 
at  the  bdl,  inquired  of  the  servant  who  answered 
it,  if  his  lady  were  at  home  ? 

"  No,  Sir— but  Mam'selle  is.'' 

"ThisisGlendarar 

"  Aye,  ture  is  it,''  answered  the  man. 

"  And  Mrs  Nordiffe  is  from  home  ?" 

"  Yecs — but  Mam'selle's  at  hoom,  I  tell  you." 

«  Who  is  Mam'seUe,  Su"  ?" 

"  La— daunt  ye  knaw  she  ?" 

"Will  she  see  me?" 

"  To  be  sure  she  will," — and  Percy  was  usher- 
ed into  a  delightftd  apartment,  opening  with 
French  windows  upon  a  French  flower-gardep ; 
books,  harp,  piano-forte,  work  tables,  sofiw,  otto- 
mans, in  pleasing  confiision,  spoke  a  variety  of  pur- 
suits, and  at  once  conveyed  to  the  mind  the  Eng- 
lish impression  of  comfort.  Percy  had  neither 
time  nor  inclination  to  examine  anything  in  de- 
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taiL  He  strode  about  the  room — and  fidgetted, 
and  was  about  to  aj^y  to  the  bell,  when  a  voice 
— «^iid  as  a  mountain  stream,  and  nearly  .as 
loud*— struck  on  his  ear,  and  was  evidently  de- 
scending towards  the  door  of  the  apartm^it, 
which  seemed  to  fly  opai  for  its  admission. 

Percy  started  at  the  object  which  presaited  it- 
self—not from  any  hideousness  of  aspect  <^ 
alarming  distortion  of  form,  new  and  singular  as 
it  may  have  been  to  his  eyes-^ut  from  its  total 
incongruity,  and  want  of  consistency  with  the 
notions  which  had  associated  and  identified  them- 
selves in  his  mind  with  all  that  pertained  in  any 
relation  to  Loo  Bellenden.  He  had  no  time  for 
dwelling  upon,  or  analysing  the  impression,  which 
a  huge  French  night-cap  enveloinng  a  head 
whidi  would  have  set  proportion  at  defiance- 
had  it  all  been  bestowed  by  nature— set  upon  a 
neat  little  trim  figure— short  petticoat,  wdl  turn- 
ed ande,  and  two  little  feet  (slip-shod)  covered 
with  pink  satin,  made  iqpon  him— for  after  « 
start,  which  implied  something  like  a  reciproca- 
tion of  his  own  astonishment,  the  voice,  which 
had  made  a  momentary  pause  during  the  interval 
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Tkecessary  for  two  bobs  and  a  curtsey,  again 
aoonded  in  his  ear,  and  was  intelligible  only  as 
accompanied  by  ^^  the  action  to  the  word""  so  per- 
fisctlypractised  by  our  continental  neighbours^male 
and  female.  He  had  bowed  thanks  for  what 
was  evidently  intended  as  a  wann  reeepdon — and 
had  taken  a  seat  in  obedience  to  the  invitation 
which  could  not  be  mistaken. 

*^  Monsieur— Monsieur,  pardon.*^e  suis  ac- 
caUee— *maas  cet  etourdi  m'^a  dit  que— n^importe 
— mais  ce  deshalnlle  !  Monsieur,  pardonnera.*" 

Percy  endeavoured  to  say  something,  and  the 
lady  paused— -a  mark  of  respect— perhaps  a  sa- 
crifice, which,  alas !  he  did  not  duly  appreciate— 
he  could  only  pronounce  the  name  of  **  Mrs 

^'  Mais  Monsieur  parle  Fran9oi8  ?^ 
Now  Percy  could  read  French— but  as  he 
.  had  never  had  occasion  to  speak  it,  he  could  only 
answer  to  this  very  simple  question,  ^^  Non  Ma- 
dame—but—^ 

^^  if (tMfefnoweM^,— Monsieur,  mais — ^vous  Ang- 
laia— V0U8  £tes  si  modestes,  ou  peut-etre  si  or- 
gudlleax,  que  vous  ne  daignez  pas  soulager  un 
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Stranger  de  la  peine  de  parler  votre  langue  diffi- 
cile.'* 

Percy  could  not  follow  her^and  rising  whilst 
he  politely  bowed,  made, sign  to  approach  the 
door. 

^^  Arretes,  Monsieur—- stop,  Saar,  I  vill  make 
a  mysel  parfidtly  understood — so  you  shall  see  I 
ave  not  mispend  the  time."' 

^<  The  time  is  more  precious,  Madam.^ 
**  Encore  Madame  ? — MademoiaeUej  s^  vous 
plait— dat  is — I  am  no  Madame,  Monsieur— hot 
in  dat  state  you  call — mon  Dieu— what  you  call, 
ceUbat'' 

*^  Single  blessedness,  I  suppose.  Mad — Made- 
moiselle,'" catching  at  the  word. 

^f  Ma  foi— ma  foi— Monsieur,  ne'st  pas  galant 
—it  is  no  for  blessed  state— except — grace  a 
Dieu,'"-^ooking  down  upon  a  gold  cross,  which 
was  pendant  from  her  neck— ^^  it  is  devote  to 
Ea-ven." 

'*  I  am  anxious.  Mademoiselle — ^most  anxious 
to  see  Mrs  Nordiffe— to— '^ 

^^  Madame  Nordiffe  ne'st  pas— c'est-it-dire, 
Monsieur-^she  is  not  in  de  home.'" 
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'<  Where  shall  I  find  her?^ 

^^  Pardonnez  moi,  Monsieur— I  vas  mean  to 
ask  a  you — I  moch  weesh  a  to  know  if  dat  you 
«ee— vat  you— vouloir  fiiire— vat  you  do— weesh 
to  do  vid  her  P'' 

**  I  have  hurried  here,  Madam  —^ 

^  Encore  Madame?^ 

^  Mademoiselle — pray  pardon  me."" 

"  Assurement— hot       ■  ^ 

^^  I  have  not  a  moment  to  waste.*" 

<<  Vaiste !  vaiste !  mais  qu'^est  que  c^est— 
vaisteP 

^  To  lose— pardon  me." 

^^  Nous  ne  sommes  pas  accoutumdes,  Monsieur, 
h  entendre  dire,  dans  la  compagnie  des  dames,  que 
le  temps  est  perdu — eeki  n'^est  pas  fort  galant, 
Monsoeur- mais  n^porte"— drawing  up. with  a 
reserve  that  gave  Percy  the  first  opportunity  of 
perfecting  a  sentence. 

Sering  her  ofiended,  he  repeated  his  ofience  by 
wqr  of  palliation,  in  a  tone  of  earnest  conciliation 
^^  I  have  already  lost  too  much  time  whilst  an 
angel,  whom  it  has  been  my  good  fortune  to  re- 
scue  iBrom  destruction,  and  in  whom  Mrs  Norcliffe 
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must  necessarily  be  most  deeply  interested— on 
angel  whom     ■     ^ 

^'  Un  ange ! — ^Vat  is  to  me— un  ange  you  risk 
you--you  entair-ten  von  lady  vid  your  oder  anges 
— c^est  une  bStise,  Monsieur.'" 

'<  Spare  me,  I  entreat  you — Miss  Bellenden 
must  have  fallen  a  victim — ^must  have  perished 
under  the  most  horrible  circumstances         ^ 

"  Grand  Dieu! — Mademoiselle  Bellenden— 
perit— -morte  r  And  here  a  new  scene  opened 
upon  ouf  poor  young  friend,  for,  after  a  scream 
that  he  might  have  expected  to  hear  reverberated 
from  the  surrounding  hill»— the  lady  fell  into  the 
most  violent  hysterics,  and  kicked  and  plunged  in 
80  awfid  a  manner,  that  he  found  all  his  efibrts  to 
restrain  or  moderate  her  wholly  ineffectual.  He 
applied  himself  to  the  bell,  and  kept  shouting  in 
her  ear,  <<  Miss  Bellenden  is  alive— alive,  Ma- 
dame !*"- when  several  servants  of  either  sex  rush*, 
ed  into  the  room. 

**  Help — help,  fi>r  pity's  sake,''  cried  Percy,  still 
endeavouring  to  fix  his  volatile  patient,  who  con- 
tinued to  struggle  and  scream  on  the  floor. 

"  Hubbaboo !— it's  only  Mamselle,"  cried  the 
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Mowy  with  a  broad  grin  on  his  countenance,  who 
had  opeaed  the  door  to  Percy. 

<<  Why,  sure,  young  g^ideman,  you  ha''ntabeen 
mde  to  MamseUe?"^ — said  a  female  inquisitcnr, 
who  was  rubUng  the  poor  huLy^s  tonplef  with 
hartshorn — and  laughing  as  she  was  lookii^  for 
an  answar^  unfortunatdy  suffered  some  drops  to 
praietrate  the  eye  of  her  extended  victun.  Inpro^ 
porti(m  as  this  stnmg  ronedy  was  operatfaig  to  r^i- 
store  sense,  it  contributed  by  its  nusaj^Ucation— i- 
like  many  othar  good  things  in  this  life— to  rent 
der  sensation  more  acute — and  it  became  absoluter 
ly  necessary  to  call  into  requisition  the  strength 
of  die  whole  party,  to  subdue  the  yiolence  of  the 
paroxysm,  under  which  the  poor  French  lady  now 
laboured.  The  females  very  properly  insisted 
upon  h^  immediate  remoTal  ta  her  chamber, 
and  as  she  for  once  had  no  voice  in  the  question^ 
it  was  carried  nem.  eon.j  to  the  entire  sarisfaction 
of  Percy,  who  now  felt  himself  at  liberty  to  make 
sndi  fiurther  inquiries  as  were  necessary-*-to  dear 
op  a  very  simple  business,  which,  for  want  of  a 
doe  understanding  of  tenns — a  circumstance  which 
has  proved  equally  embarrassing  upon  sulijects  of 
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yet  greater  moment — had  led  to  a  somewhat  seri- 
ous catastrophe-— a  catastrophe,  however,  which 
we  are  compelled  to  acknowledge,  if  it  had  occur- 
red only  four  and  twenty  hours  previously,  would 
have  been  more  likely  to  excite  his  laughter  than 
those  sentiments  of  amuniseration  which  he  now 
tdt  for  the  sufferings  of  this  unfortunate  lady— - 
as  an  appendage  to  Miss  Bellenden^s  establish- 
ment. He  saw  she  must  also  be  very  deeply  inte- 
rested in  that  young  lady's  fate— and  his  opinion, 
and  consequent^  his  interest  in  her,  had  rapicQy 
undergone  a  revolution. 

He  interrogated  the  servant^  who  now  returned 
to  the  apartment,  and  who  could  scarcely  smother 
the  laughter,  which  ^<  Mamselle's  tantrums,^  as  he 
chose  to  term  them,  had  called  forth. 

*^  Why,  la — ^your  Honor — ^this  is  nothing  to 
what  we  ha  sometimes.  When  the  doctor  corned 
all  about  young  Missess  tumbling  down  a  ditch, 
Ma^'am  Nordiffe  would'^nt  let  Mamselle  know  no- 
thing at  all  about  it,  for  fear  she  should  tumble 
into  (me  of  them  th^e  frantiques.^ 

'^  Mrs  NorcUffe  knows  then  of  Miss  Bellenden'^s 
accident  P"^ 
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^  To  be  sure  she  do-*and  ha  been  ater  she  in 
the  carriage  an  hour  agone.^ 

**  Was  there  ever  any  thing  so  unfortunate  r 

^  La — ^your  Honor,  there^s  nothing  unfortu- 
nate in  it— «he11  be  up  and  well  in  five  minutes.**^ 

**Whor 

«  Why,  Mamselle.'* 

^^  The  deuce  take  Mamselle.'^ 

^  So  as  all  say,  your  Honor — and  she^s  my 
arty  good  irill,  for  she^s  a  vixen,  that^s  the  truth 
on't,  and  hates  us  true  bom ^ 

"  Paha  .'''—exclaimed  Percy,  rushing  out  of  the 
room — ^^  tell  Mrs  Nordifie  I  called,  if  I  should 
yet  miss  her.'' 

**  Yes,  your  Honor,"  cried  the  fellow,  shout- 
ing after  him— *'  but  how  shall  I  know  your  Ho- 
nor?" 

^  Rycott — ^Wolston  Worthy,"  was  returned  in 
the  same  loud  tone,  in  order  to  reach  from  the 
onter-gate  to  the  house  door — but  the  passage  of 
the  soimd  through  the  intermediate  air^  had  so 
jumbled  the  syllables  together,  that  honest  Peter 
*-fiyr  thus  we  have  ascertained  he  was  most  assur- 
edly called-*in  endeavouring  to  make  them  out. 
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KFas  compelled,  wh«i  called  vtpoa  lo  Hepedt  the 
name,  to  have  recourse  to  a  periphrasis,  and  vhe9 
the  whole  transacticm  was  reported  to  Mrs  Nor- 
diffe  on  her  return,  he  described  the  vi£itor,a8  '^the 
comeliest  and  handsomest  young  fellow  a$  ever  be 
had  set  his  blessed  eyes  upon,  with  the  Icmgest, 
and  most  outlandish  name  he  had  ever  heard  T 
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Psicr,  who,  like  most  heroes,  never  felt  fit* 
tigoe — or  at  least  never  acknowledged  it,  except 
wliere  too  much  haste  might  mar  the  schemes  of 
bit  historitti^— again  scaled  the  hills,  and  took  his 
pttUera  and  aerial  route  so  as  to  descend  in  the 
Predion  of  the  cottage  where  he  had  deposited 
MiMBdlmden. 

Just  as  he  had  entered  the  valley,  he  perceived 
t  Iioneman  galloping  towards  him,  whom  he  soon 
discovered  to  be  one  of  his  fiither'*s  servants.  To 
ii^  him  was  impossible,  as,  from  the  direction  he 
^ai  taking,  and  the  prooft  displayed  of  recogni- 
&011,  he  found  that  he  was  the  special  object  of  the 
nan's  seardi.  He  did  not,  however,  wait  for  him, 
but,  still  advancing  in  the  direction  of  the  cottage. 
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demanded  of  the  servant,  when  he  had  oyertaken 
him,  "  What  he  wanted  P'* 

'*  My  master — Sir— my  master  is  dying,**^ 

"  Dying  r 

"  So  he  says.  Sir.'' 

"But  is  he  ill?'* 

"  So  he  says.  Sir.'' 

"  I  ask  you — ^is  it  so  ?" 

"  I  can't  go  for  to  gainsay  what  his  Honor 
says — I  know  he  has  taken  a  world  of  physio-^-^and 
says  you,  Sir,  will  be  the  death  of  him." 

"I!" 

"  His  worship  says  you've  thrown  the  gout  in- 
to his  stomach." 

"  I'll  be  with — be  with  him  immediately." 

"  He  desired  me  not  to  lose  sight  of  your  Ho- 
nor if  I  once  caught  you." 

"  Caught  me ! — ^no  matter — I  must  call  at  yon- 
der cottage — so  follow." 

The  cottage  had  lost  its  interest  Mrs  Wig- 
ram,  who,  though  sullen,  had  apparently  abated 
much  of  her  irritable  feelings,  would  have  detain^ 
ed  him  with  a  long  story;  but  when  it  hegsax 
with  an  account  that  "  Mrs  Nordiffe  had  carried 
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off  Miss  BeQendai  half  an  hour  before,"^  he  cut 
il  short,  by  leaping  upon  his  servant^s  horse,  and 
liddii^  the  fellow  follow  him. 

We  have  not  time  to  repeat  the  rekindled  re- 
proaches of  this  indignate  and  eloquent  lady, 
with  whose  powers  in  that  line  the  reader,  &om 
tbe  fipedmois  ahready  afforded,  is  sufficiently  well 
JMqnainted.  They  were  uttered  to  the  winds, 
sad  are  certainly  not  worth  being  re-embodied. 

Young  Percy  rushed  into  his  fieither's  study, 
whea,  percdying  the  worthy  gentleman  appar^t- 
ly  m  sound  health,  he  suddenly  checked  himself 
and  only  stammered  oa$  diat  ^^  he  was  excei^ding- 
ly  sorry.'* 

•*  Sorry— sorry— *what  good  will  your  8<»tow 
do,  you  graceless  dog?— Hey  !^will  it  dire  the 
gout— will  it  drive  it  from  the  vitals  when  your 
iBMdeni— audacious  — —  ?^ 

"  Indeed,  my  dear  Sir — I  was  not  aware  — "* 

^^  Not  aware— -not  aware  of  my  commands  ?^ 

**  Your  amunands  — — " 

^^  Have  I  not  a  thousand  times  forbidden  you 
lepeat  my  words  ? — ^Did  I  not  forbid  you  too  to 
leave  the  room— and  did  I  no(  bawl  after  you, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


136  P£&Cr  MALLOBY. 

till  I  had  nearly  broken  a  blood-vessel  in  my 
lungs  ? — I  believe  I  spat  blood. — ^Ask  your  mother 
there  ?^  addressing  his  lady-,  who  sat  on  the  other 
dde  of  the  fire-place. 

'<  I  think  it  was  snuffy  Mr  Rycott,"*  replied 
she,  with  most  provoking  fiigidity  of  tone  and 
manner. 

*^  You  think — ^you  think  ! — ^why  shouldn'^t  it 
have  been  Uood  ?  answer  me  that.^ 

"  Only  because  I  don't  think ^ 

'*  Think,  think  again — ^what  has  a  woman  to 
do  with  thinking  ? — ^the  boy  has  inherited  it— and 
presumes  to  think  for  himself,  and  set  his  filths 
at  nought.**" 

"I  protest,  Sir,''  interrupted  the  soil,  "  I  had 
no  intention  of  giving  ofience.*" 

"  Who's  the  bfest  jtidge  o^  that,  ^rrah  P^Did 
I  not  command  you  to  stay^-^Iid  you  Hot  bounce 
out  of  the  window?" 

"  It  was  to  save  a  life,  more  valuable  — — " 

"  Than  your  father's — ^tbou  unnatural,  harden- 
ed, young ." 

"  Excuse  me.  Sir."" 

"  I  will  not  excuse  you,  Sir.'' 
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**  I  have  done.'' 

^^  You  have  not  done,  Sir— you  shaD  nol  have 
done^-I  win  not  have  my  authority  diluted  in 
mj  own  home  yoiar  mother,  there,  never  dis- 
ptttes— --^ 

"  Never,  my  dear."* 

"  I'm  aaxe.  Sir,"  said  Percy,  **  I  never  did." 

*^  Because  I  wouldn't  suffer  it,  by  Jove-^iHir 
win  I  sdfer  it  now. — Why  don't  you  answer  ? — 
Aieyoudiunb— OTsuIky— -or— — -?  Now,  I  dare 
swear,  in  your  heart,  you  are  setting  up  your  fa- 
ther as  an  ^^ypressive,  tyrannkal         '" 

^*Who— I,  Sir!" 

"  Yet--you,  Sir !— deny  it  if  you  can  !" 

Percy,  who  held  an  untruth  in  abhorrence,  was 
silent 

"  Deny  it— deny  it — Sir — ^in  so  many  words 
ff  you  can — ^I  innst  " 

**  Why,  1^— indeed~I  am  sorry." 

^^  No  doubt — ^no  doubt — ^for  having  such  an 
overbearing,  cruel,  hard-hearted  father— but,  by 
Jove ^" 

^^  No,  Sir — ^but  I  cannot  help  thinking  it  hard 
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that  I  should   incur  your  anger  for  nothing 
but ^"' 

<^  For  nothing— and  so,  -Sir— to  disobey  your 
father*s  solemn  injunctions— -to  leave  the  house, 
merely  because  he  enjoined  you  to  stay  m  it-^to 
exasperate  a  man,  and  that  man  your  tender  pa- 
rent, whose  life,  you  know,  hangs  by  a  thread — 
by  a  hair— with  the  gout  flying  about  him — and 
only  waiting  an  opportunity  to  fix  on  some  vital 
part — ^with  lungs  like  a  honeycomb ! — By  Jove, 
Sir "" 

<<  Indeed,  Sir— I  knew  no  such  thing."" 

^<  You  didn't— you  haven't  heard  me  declare 
it  over  and  oyer  again^^the  arthritica  vaga»^ 
the "" 

"  Yes,  Sir— but  I  remember  your  saying  so 
jBrom  my  cradle."" 

**  Oh  !  is  it  so,  Mr  Wise- Acre  ?— you  don"t 
credit  it  ? — ^your  fiEither"s  an  old  fool— a  hypochon- 
driac, as  that  blockhead  Drizdethwaite  had  the 
effrontery — and  he  only— to  call  me--«  — — "" 

**  For  worlds.  Sir,  I  wouldn"t  presume  to  call 
my  father  by  such  names."" 

^^  No,  to  be  sure — ^you  knew  he'd  knock  you 
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down  if  3rou  did — bat,  by  Jove,  you  have  them 
an  at  the  tip  of  your  tongue.  Have  you  not 
dared  to  say  the  thing  in  substance  ?  Answer 
me  that."* 

^*  I  meant  only,  my  dear  Sir,  that,  if  you  had 
been  for  the  last  eighteen  or  nineteen  years  in  the 
state  your  nervous  apprehension  — ^— ^ 

**  Nerves ! — nerves !— out  of  my  sight !  By 
Jove ! — to  be  told  by  my  own  child— my  own  law- 
fully begotten  son— that  all  my  deadly  symptoms 
are  mere  nervous  a£Bsctions!  You  have  been  con- 
sulting Drisdethwaite — he  has  let  you  into  the 
mystery  of  his  diagnostics — is  it  not  so  ?  Answer 
me.  Sirrah !  Have  you  not  been  picking  the 
brains  of  that  profound,  skilftd,  and  erudite  Es- 
colapus?^ 

"  I  have.  Sir— but  not ^ 

"  You  have— by  Jove,  I  thought  as  much—* 
I  thought  so— and  so,  Sir — ^have  you  agreed  to- 
gether — to  sue  out  a  commission  of  lunacy  against 
your  father— a  —  T 

"GodforfHd,Sir!  I  only  answered  your  ques- 
tion,  but  you  would  not  hear  me  out^ 

"  Hear  you  out !    What  need  of  it  ?    Have 
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I  not  heard  enough*— to  be  tdd  by  a  boy- 
imp^-a  siickling-^^  babe — ^sounds  !— —  diere^s 
my  fatal  yettigo— ring — ^ringfiir  Schwartz.^  Both 
mother  and  son  applied  themselves  to  die  bell, 
but  no  one  answered  ihe  summons.-^*-^  Rhig 
again-^o  you  wish  me  to  go  off  in  an  apoplexy 
before  your  eyea— without  aid— without  • 
Ring  twice— twice.^  He  was  obeyed,  and  a 
stranger,  perhaps,  would  have  been  surfnnsed,  at 
seeing  Mrs  Rycott  quietly  resume  her  place, 
and  her  knotting-needle,  as  if  nothing  had  oc^ 
curred ;  but  she  was  used  to  this  sort  of  scene-^ 
and  kiiew  the  best  remedy  was  near  at  hand. 

"  The  Devil's  in  you  all,  I  befiev^,''  exdaimed 
her  husband,  as  he  held  both  his  hands  to  his 
head,  in  seeming  apprehension  of  its.  bursting 
asunder.  "  Why  dotf  t  you  run,  Sizrah«-^and 
bring  the  fellow  here  neck  and  crop  ?— By  Jove, 
you  are  all  in  a  conspiracy  against  me.*"  Off 
ran  Percy,  happy  in  the  opportunity  of  escaping. 
^^  Will  the  scoundrel  never  coma  P*— Bing  again, 
woman — rmg  till  the  spring  break— ril  trounce 
the  negligent  puppy.— Aye,  aye— it's  all  over— I 
feel  the  effect  of  the  bursting  of  that  vessel.''  . 
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^^  It  w«0  snuff,  I  Mflure  you,  Mr  Rycott^ 

"  Zounds  !  Mrs Mrs  Ryoott— leftve  the 

mnn,  leave  the  room. — ^Aye,  that^s  right— ready 
at  a  word — go,  go— and  leave  me  to  die  under 
the  paroxysm — that's  right*— all  proper— go,  go- 
by Jove,  you  shan'^t  stay.'' 

Mn  Bycott  was  returning — but  agam  he  bad 
her  go— «iid  she  w^it,  as  the  tardy  Schwarti 
made  his  appearance,  who,  walking  slowly  and 
mediodically  up  to  his  master's  chair,  demanded 
what  wms  the  matter. 

**  Oh,  Schwarts— my  firithfiil  fisUow— I  verily 
bdieve  I  am  going  off  in  earnest  now." 

**Bahr 

"  It's  no  bah,  Schwarti,  I  feel  it  here." 

"  You  feefn  it  every  where— vat  the  deivel  ish 
the  fiigary  you  get — ^the  Idmmer  meld  com  lo  me, 
and  say  her  mashter  bh  ringing  for  lift  or  de 
dead'  .and  here  you  look  plomp  and  fraish  like 
your  own  AngUsh  rindflebh." 

'<  Plethora— plethonH-4)e  assured,  my  good 
Schwarti." 

'^  rU  no  be  assured  of  no  soch  ding— your  pelse 
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beat  von,  two,  dree— -like  de  dock — and  tish  no- 
ding  but  von  great  passion.^ 

<^  My  head  throbs,  Schwarts,  and  there^s  no 
pulsation  at  the  heart.^ 

^  Vat  den,  as  de  heart  got  into  de  head  f^ 

<(  I  must  lose  blood.^ 

^^Loos  the  deivel— DoctoreDweezempate  swear 
you  bleed  yourself  into  wasser^— dat  is  drobsey.'** 

«  What  am  I  to  do,  Schwarta  f"" 

"  Noding  ad  aU.'' 

<«  With  this  pulsed 

«  Tish  no  poise.'' 

^<  No  pulse — then  it's  all  over  with  me  indeed.'' 

^^  Tish  no  ower  wid  you— bein  quiet,  and  no 
scolda  de  weif  and  child." 

^^  I  have  no  patience  with  them." 

**  I  zee^-I  know  dat— quite  a  well  enogh." 

^^  They  think  nothing^s  the  matter  with  me." 

^^  Dere  is  noding  de  matter  wid  you— I  say— - 
and  dat's  true." 

"  Aye !  Schwartz — ^but  you  are  tender  of  me, 
and  know  my  constitution." 

<<  Well,  den,  can  not  you  be  laticfied  T 

«  I  must  be." 
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^Eef  you  pot  yourself  in  soch  grand  passion, 
just  for  noding  ad  all.'*^ 

^  Fot  nothing  at  all  ?"" 

^^  I  say,  joost  for  noding  ad  all<u-you  vil  borst 
80ID  Uode  yeini^ 

**  My  God  r 

^  Id  ish  true^-^pon  m^  sole.^ 

^  I  won't— I  won't  utter  a  word.^ 

^Nonseince — ^you  speak  werwell^^-bat  no  spedc 
in  T<m  passion.'' 

•^rntry." 

^  Mein  Gode !  you  most  do  eet— or  you  shall 
die!" 

«  Die !" 

**  Like  ein  dog." 

^  You  may  go,  Schwarts." 

"  I  need  note  to  hav  com — dat  I  sec." 

And  away  stalked  Mynheer  Schwarts,  who 
may,  perhaps,  have  surprised  certain  of  my  readers, 
by  the  display  of  something  like  miraculous  power 
in  thus  quelling  a  storm,  which  seemed  to  threaten 
a  whole  household  with  destruction.  But  let  such 
be  assured,  that  it  was  all  in  the  natural  course  of 
things  and  events  in  this  life.     The  notion  of  in- 

10 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


144  PEBCY  MALLORV. 

dependence  is  one  of  those  c^iiBeiae  which  genni- 
nate  upon  the  pride  of  man.  Even  the  Eas^ero 
mythologist,  when  he  had  acknowledged  the 
earth  to  be  dependant  upon  the  elephant  who 
bore  it  on  his  back;  and  he  again  dependant 
upon  the  tortoise,  who  performed,  the  part  of  a 
double  atlas,  was  yet  unable  to  make  out  a  reason- 
able tale  of  independence  in  fiivour  of  the  latter. 
There  is,  in  fact,  no  such  thingw^urrounded  by 
all  that  riches,  rank,  and  health  can  supply,  stU] 
is  man  dependant  upon  his  fellow  men,  for  'all 
that  ees^tially  contributes  to  mf4ce  up  the  sum  of 
human  happiness.  This  is  too  self-evident  to  ret 
quire  any  illustration— but  there  is  a  species  of 
dependance  which  is  not 'so  apparent  to  the  com- 
mon observer,  and  which  peculiarly  attaches  to 
those  who  value  themselves  upon  the  power  of  ren- 
deringthe  world — politically  or  domestically  ^peak- 
ing— subservient  to  their  wishes  and  control. 

We  have  all  read  of  tyrants  and  conquerors 
who  mowed  down  natibns— or  heads— or  whatever 
elsemight  seem  to  standin  the  way  of  their  pow^vr. 
but  if  we  look  a  little  further,  and  penetrate  behiiid 
the  scenes,  we  shall  generally  find  a  minion,  a  &- 
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roaxkef  or  a  nlstiess^  who  haa  finn  liotd  on  want 
one  stnngy  by  wMch  the  de^ol  himself  k  held, 
nd  worked  at  the  will  aad  j^teawre  of  one  of 
thofle-^hiB  chief  BSssMDAiraa  1  We  need  not  be 
learned  on  the  sobjeet  bjr  displaying  dl  that  has 
been  said  or  wikten  by  historawB  and  poet^  an^* 
CMOt  OK  uodeniy  in  ooiroboratioii  of  the  opinion. 
It  ia  in  every  schoolboy^s  hands,  and  if  it  were 
not»  we  hare  oidf  to  ajpen  oar  eyes  to  see  the 
samethin9*-4honghnot  ezacdypan  pOMCi-^-evary 
day  passing  in  the  world  befine  ns.  Open  diem 
wide,  and  you  diall  see  tyrannical  husbands  in 
leading-strings  widi  their  mistresses-^-domineeN 
11^  firthers  led  by  the  nose  by  a  young  pet-^ 
straining  hmdlords  under  the  control  of  a  steward, 
who  knows  exactly  where  the  shoe  pindies-*4Uid 
a  pedagogue,  who  flogs  twenty  boys  per  diem, 
Bubmittii^  with  patience  to  the  master  spirit  of  a 
wife. 

Mr  Rycott,  during  a  short  tour,  many  years 
previous  to  the  opening  of  our  history,  through 
France  and  Grermany,  was  seized  with  a  suddien 
iBness  in  an  obscure  and  retired  village  in  the 
latter  country,  where  no  medical  aid  was  at  hand. 

VOL.  I.  K     ' 
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Michael  Sdiwarts,  who  had  just  been  dischaiged 
from  the  office  of  attendant  upon  a  trayelling  char- 
latan of  the  native  breed,  and  happened  to  be  in 
the  miserable  auberge  where  Mr  Rycott  was  de- 
tained, volunteered  his  advice  and  services,  wdl 
knowing  that  if,by  some  lucky  chance,he  succeed- 
ed in  fiivour  of  Milord  An^(M8-*who  is  as  duly 
acknowledged  in  Grermany  as  in  France — he 
would  be  well  paid— beyond  which,  for  die  mo- 
ment, he  did  not  extend  his  speculation.  The 
landlinrd  knew  no  more  of  him,  than  what  he  had 
been  pleased  to  communicate  respecting  himself, 
during  a  residence  of  a  few  days  under  his  roof, 
whilst  pondering  upon  his  future  fortunes,  and 
as  this  may  be  supposed  to  have  conveyed  nothing 
to  his  disadvantage-^-and  as  he  was,  moreova*, 
his  coimtryman-^which  Mr  Rycott  was  not— he 
stroi^y  recommended  him  as  a  ^^  learned  leech,^ 
in  whom  every  body  had  great  fiiith. 

Wherever  a  man  is  placed  in  life,  he  may  learn 
something,  and,  although  it  must  be  acknowledged, 
that  Michael  Schwarts  had  seldom  been  permit- 
ted to  practise  upon  biped  patients,  he  was  aUe 
to  wield  a  lance  or  phieme  with  some  dezteri^, 
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and  knew  how  many  grains  of  calomd  or  ofdum 
might  be  administered  without  incurring  the 
ciuoge  of  murder— ^Ten  in  a  human  subject— By 
one  of  those  fortunate  coincidences,  which  not 
unfiequently  tend  tocolour  the  future  des^y  o£ 
man,  Mr  Rycott^s  malady  was  precisely  of  that 
nature,  which  the  narrow  regimen  of  Michael 
Sdiwarts  embraced — and,  as  o^portundy  the  pa- 
tient was  just  m  diat  stage,  when  the  critical  opera- 
tionofyhlebotomy  was  necessary— so that,although 
by  the  copiousness  of  the  evacuation— which^ 
according  to  the  doctor*s  notions,  was  to  be  left  to 
the  decision  of  nature,  who  would,  doubtless,  ex- 
hibit a  syncope  whenever  she  was  satisfied — ^the 
patioit  was  miserably  reduced — all  the  alarming 
qrmptoms  almost  immediately  disappeared. 

No  wonder,  then,  that  Michael  Schwartss  should 
beocnne  the  magnus  apollo  of  Mr  Rycott,  who 
having  been  informed— after  a  necessary  prepara- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  examinant— that  he  had 
studied  physic  at  Leyden  and  other  places — that 
he  had  recently  lost  his  parents,  who  were  persons 
of  great  respectability,  but  had  somehow  or  other 
incurred  the  firowns  of  fortune,  and  that  he  was 
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now  oompdled  to  convert  his  distingiiklied  abili> 
ties  into  the  means  of  fiitore  sobsistence-^^felt  s*. 
tisfied  that  he  would  make  a  valuable  acquisttioD 
in  securing  the  exchisive  services  of  sudi  a  maiL 

The  trap  was  wdl  laid,  and  admirablj  baited 
far  a  valetudinarian-— a  n^p)tiation  wasset  on  foot, 
and  finally  terminated  in  fixing  Doctor  Michad 
Sc^warts  about  the  peeBcm  of  Mr  Byoott  as  a  sort 
of  medical  valet,  in  which  office,  having  found 
moans,  through  a  natural  shrewdness  of  character, 
to  make  himself  mast^  of  that  geattlemanVfiul. 
ings,  he,  in  the  course  of  years,  had  contrived 
to  render  himsdf  so  necessary  to  him,  as  to  be 
nearly  master  of  his  conduct,  as  wdl  as  of  tl^ 
greater  part  of  his  household.  At  the  period  of 
which  we  are  treating,  Michael  Sdiwaiti  mig^ 
indeed  be  said  to  have  been  the  Lord  of  the  Val- 
ley, for  Squire  Rycott — ^who  ruled  his  fiumly  and 
t^iantry  in  the  plenitude  of  patriarchal  powerr^ 
wiM  as  a  child  in  the  hands  of  this  ^^  Cardinal 
Wokey,^  who  effectually  ruled  the  patriarch ! 

We  are  no  longer  to  wonder,  therefare,  at  the 
sudden  change  wrought  upon  Mr  Bycott.by  the 
appearance  of  this  personage  in  his  apartment, 
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or  at  the  absence  of  all  attempt  on  his  part  to 
cany  into  effect  the  formidable  threats  he  had 
denonnced  i^ainst  hun— -in  his  absence-^oT  his 
tardy  answer  to  the  peal  which  had  been  rung  for 
nnn* 

The  advice  conveyed  in  the  short  consultation, 
and  the  strict  obedience  to  it— -which  was  the 
main-aprii^  of  the  connectkni^— was  of  infinite  be- 
nefit to  the  domestic  circle,  as  long  as  it  was  to 
be  considered  in  force. 

After  dhmer,  Squire  Rycott  led,  with  <<  un- 
wcmted  mildnessy^  towards  the  subject  of  the 
morning  adventures  of  his  son,  and  encouraged 
him  to  detail  than— *M  least,  as  far  as  he  was  dis- 
posed to  do  so-— at  ftill  length.  He  was  not, 
however,  without  his  struggles— which  his  compa- 
nions might  have  mistaken  £o/r  a  suppressed  cough 
— aa  the  various  occurrences,  which  seemed  to 
trench  upon  the  prerogative,  presented  themselves 
as  provocatives. 

**  You  are  quite  a  knight-errant,  Mr  Percy," 
observed  he,  with  a  sneer  that  occasioned  fittle 
exCTtion'— when  his  son  had  finished  his  nanti- 
tive. 
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''  60  md  Miss  Bellenden,  tBir,*"  replied  he, 
smiling. 

"  D Psha  1— Hem  !— By  Jove  T 

"  You  are  not  angry,  Sir  ?^ 

^^  Angry — an — ^what  P — ^You  wish  to  make  me 
angry— do  you  ?— Humph  —  V* 

^^  No,  indeed,  my  dear  Sir — I  wish  you  to 
think  of  Miss  Bellenden  as  I  do — for  she  has 
made  an  impression  upon  my  heart  which  never 
can  be  efiaced.^ 

"  Heart ! — by  Jove,  Sir  f — no  matter— I\n 
quite  cahn—- you  may  do  with  me  as  you  please — 
I  am  m  your  hands.^ 

"  In  my  hands,  Sir  ! — then  — — ** 

"  Percy,  my  dear,"  interrupted  Mrs  Rycott, 
— "  dotf t  say  any  thing  to  provoke  your  &ther.'* 

^*  Provoke  me  !  Madam — but—*  Tee  tum  tee 
dee,'  ^ — Chumming  a  tune  to  keep  down  his  accu- 
mulating wrath. 

**  He  had  better  keep  his  thoughts  to  himself, 
Mr  Rycott."' 

"  What ! — ^when  I  license  him  to  give  them 
utterance  !— Go  on.  Sir— never  mind  her."* . 

*^  Indeed,  Sir,  I  have  nothing  to  say  that  can 
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posBibly  gi^e  offisnce.  It  has  been  my  good  for- 
tane  to  rescae  the  most  perfect  of  her  eex  from 
destmctioii— -and  I  would  guavd  her  from  harm 
through  hfe.^ 

«  Good— good— hem  !—ParhapB,  Mr  Per- 
^,  yaa  would  condescend    to    marry  her?" 

**  With  an  my  soul,  Sir,"  returned  Percy,  as 
he  ahnost  leiqpt  from  his  chair. 

^  By  Jove !— this  is  intolerable— youH  be  the 
death  of  me— I  cannot  contain— «I  shall  burst" 

**  You'd  better  not  talk,  my  dear  Mr  Hycott," 
said  his  lady  calmly. 

^  Not  talk— not  talk  ?— but  no— 111  not  risk 
my  life  to  leave  that-^at  boy— to  marry  the 
first  bqgar  he  finds  upon  a  bush  !" 

^Ahegpatl  Sir— Miss  Bellenden ?" 

«  Why,  aye.  Sir— will  you  fight  your  father 
for  his  assertion  ?— but— you  may  say  what  you 
pkaae  just  now,  Sir— by  Jove  I*" 

*•  You'd  better  say  nothing  at  all,  Percy," 
said  the  pacific  Mrs  Rycott ;  **  your  poor  fiither's 
a  little  fandfuL" 

'*  Fanciful !  Madam — ^where  did  you  find  that 
w<wd— that  word,  Mrs  Rycott  ?— 'Tis  that  block- 
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bead  Diisdethwaite'fl  coinage,  TU  bet  my  life 
otft — but  rd  haw  you  know-— T-uo-.-no-^b  ! 
my  side!—- — ^I  see  your  design-^^mt  HI  not 
be  angry — ^no— no— go  on,  Sir — never  mind  tfaia 
woman — ^if  die  were  to  aee  me  a  ooipe&-^he^d 
say  it  was  fimcy  1^ 

<*  Lah  !  Mr  Ryeott !  I^  suk,  I  should  say 
no  such  thing."^ 

^  Don^t  contradict  me,  Mrs  Ryeott.-^!  know 
you  better  ihan  you  do  youraelf<  What^s  the 
puppy  grimdng  at — hey  ?^ 

"  I  was  only  thinking.  Sir— tbat  — — '^ 

*<  Only  thinking  ?•— and  what  right,  Sir,  have 
you,  I  a^un  ask  you,  to  think  before  you  come  to 
years  of  discretion  f — But  I  am  forlnddoi  to  talk 
— a  spasm,  by  Jove !— -One  wcnrd  only— ->you  see 
this  girl  no  more.^ 

^^  Miss  BeUenden,  Sir— no  mox^?'" 

^*  No  more ! — Isn't  it  English,  Siirah  ?— d'ye 
msrit  me?" 

"  Gk>odn^ss  me !  Mr  Ryeott,  won't  that  lode 
very  odd  F*^  asked  the  good  lady,  just  lifting  her 
vacant  eye  towards  -her  bettw  hal£ 

'^  Odd! — so  much  the  better.     What  have 
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jao  to  do  villi  it  P-^Why  don't  you  answer,  l^. 
^BecauM   I  am  fearftil   of  giving   oflence. 

Sir 

^  Mighty  cantiooB— mighty  cautious — but  by 
Jo?e  I  Sizrah,  you  eball  answer."^ 

""Wliatcsanlsay,  Sir?"" 

^  Axe  you  a  fuppetj  for  me  to  put  wosds  in 
yourmoiith?^ 

«Id»ad "^ 

"  Not  to  disobey  your  father,  I  warrant  f^ 

^  I  would  obey  him  in  all  things,  but  -<**— ^ 

^  But— but— what  he  commands  you — ^hey  ? 
^Ifln't  so  P — But — ah  ! — that  twinge — jHeontiCf 
byJoreP 

^  Forbid  me.  Sir,  to  eat — ^to  drink— to  breathe 
—but  do  not  exact  sueh  a  sacriiee  as  Miss  Bel- 
koden.^ 

*•  Miss  BelU-devil  !— By  Jore,  Sir !— you 
duJl  see  her  no  more — an  artfol,  cunning,  sedu- 
OBg  fiirtunerhunter.^ 

'^  Do  you  know  hor.  Sir  P"" 

^*  Know  her ! — know  her  !<^what  is  that  to  you, 
SinahP— I  know  well  enough  that  giria  donH 
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hang  themselres  upon  gooseberry-bufibes  to  catch 
boys,  if  they  can  catch  any  thing  better.^ 

^*  By  Heavens,  Sir !— pardon  me— she  is  the 
noblest  of  human  creatures.'^ 

"  And  Mr  Percy  Rycott,  at  the  mature  age  of 
nineteen,  has  intuitively  made  the  discovery  in 
the  course  of  a  single  morning  i — ^But  111  not  be 
in  a  passion— -no,  Sir— ^you  shall  not  be  gratified 
— -I^  calm,  and  can  bear  any  thing — but-by  Jove ! 
—you  troop— you  troop,  Sirrah— so  pack  iqp— 
and  be  oE"* 

"  Whither^  my  father  T 

*<  Slum't  tell  you— shall  have  sealed  orders, 
by  Jove  T 

^<  I  must  see  Miss  Bdlenden  first,  Sir— *com- 
mon  dec^icy  ■        ^ 

^^  Decency-h-decency  !— a  girl  who  throws  her- 
self into  the  arms  of  the  first  boy  she  meets  with 
—talk  of  decency  Y^ 

"  I  threw  myself—" 

*'  Worse  and  worse !-— be  silent— be  quiet, 
Sir — she^s  a  mere  wanton— «  baggage—  wants 
to  practise  on  my  weakness.'** 

^<  Dear  heart !  Mr  RycoU,  what  anideai"  said 
the  lady,  almost  committing  a  smile. 
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^*  Silence,  woman  !-^to  force  herself  upon  my 
fiunily— rob  me  of  my  son — ^ruin  his  hopes— de- 
feat my  object — ^plague — plague--oh  f  oh  I — ^ring 
the  bell — the  gout  tincture— Schwarta  P 

<<  You^d  better  sit  still  and  compose  yourself, 
Mr  Rycott — and  get  calm,^  said  Mrs  Rycott, 
whose  very  composure  was  oil  upon  her  worthy 
hosbsnd^s  fiery  humour. 

**  Compose  the  Devil,  Madam  ! — I  won't  sit 
still — I  wcm't  be  cahn — ^to  be  thus  baited— oh  ! 
— my  back — ^my  back — ^my  loins— -lumbago,  by 
Jove  !  or  something  worse.** 

^  Dear  heart,  Mr  Rycott,  it's  as  common  as 
can  be — I  have  it  often — ^it  comes  of  sitting  crook- 
ed in  your  chair,**  observed  Mrs  Rycott,  who  had 
just  taken  up  her  eternal  knotting. 

"  What  the  deuce  is  your  having  it  to  me  ? — 
hey,  Mrs  Rycott — I  know  it  to  be  —  Ring— 
ring-r-why,  tounds  ! — here,  Sirrah — ^Humphrey,** 
— to  the  servant  who  just  appeared  at  the  door — 
"  run — order  Schwartz  to  come  here  immediately 
— and  hark  ye — what !  going  with  half  a  mes- 
sage, puppy  ! — tell  him  to  bring  his  lancets— his 
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cupping  mtchine — FU  be  Uooded-^FQ  be  Uood- 
edr 

*^  Men  Grode — hot  you  shol  note.'* 

<<  Not  blooded,  Schwarts  ?''  wbo  had  Mowed 
the  servant  into  the  room. 

<<  No— I  tdl  dat  you  shol  note  loos  von  drope 
as  moch  as  shal  dnme  a  flea  !^ 

<^  Humph  !^  and  the  poor  gentleman  sighed  un- 
der his  oppressicm. 

^^  Come  wid  me— you  hare  note  feet  fore  de 
compagny.^ 

^<  They  have  irritated  me  beyond  bearing.^ 

*^  Groodness  me-— Mr  Rycott— how  can  you  say 
soT 

"  Peace  P 

*^  Pease  yourself,  mein  good  Saie-^if  you  note 
compose  yourself,  I  cannot  answ^  de  consequence 
which  shall  follow  eem.^ 

^'  Do  with  me  as  you  please,  Sdiwartft-«>y<ni 
are  my  only  friend.^  * 

^^  Come  den  to  your  stody— and  take  de  nesta, 
and  I  weel  geeve  to  you  what  is  goode  physic  to 
make  a  you  well.^ 

"Heigh  ho  r 
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<^  Tees  no  dgh  ob— ^ds  feedk  madee;*  and^ 
without  a  word  more,  the^btar  ftUowed  Ua  lead* 
er,  to  the  abundant  relief  of  both  wife  and  son,  who 
calculated  upon  haying  die  remainder  of  the  evea- 
ing  at  their  own  digpoeal. 

In  this,  however,  one  of  the  parties,  at  least, 
was  doomed  to  suffer  a  disajj^intment;  for,  in 
the  course  of  a  few  hours,  the  pleasure  of  Mr 
Ryoott  was  announced  to  his  son — ^by  a  missive 
fiwm  that  gesdeman,  whose  nerves  were  not  in  a 
state  to  be  subjected  to  any  additional  cause  of 
initatiim  £rom  a  personal  interview,  directii^ 
him  fa^  day-break,  on  the  ensuing  morning,  to 
proceed  to  the  mansion  of  Sir  Hugh  Ferebee  de 
Lacy,  iu  the  vicinage  of  Carlisle,  and  thare  to  re* 
nunn  until  fimher  orders. 

Remonstrance,  Percy  was  aware*— would  pro- 
dooe  no  effect  upon  his  commander.  He,  there- 
fine,  b^jan  to  turn  in  his  mind,  how  it  might  be 
so  managed  as  to  render  his  obedience  to  the  do- 
cree  paternal  subservient  to,  if  not  concurrent  with, 
the  gratification  of  his  own  wishes-— finr,  to  see 
Miss  Bellenden,  was  a  point  so  fixed  in  his  mind — 
diat  he  would  as  soon  have  admitted  a  doubt  of 
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his  own  identity — as  the  baore  possilnlity  of  dis- 
appointment on  this  head. 

He  went  to  the  apartment  of  his  mother^  in  oi^ 
der  to  consult  with  her  upon  the  measures  to  be 
taken,  for  such  is  the  consequence  of  tyranny  in 
domestic  as  well  as  political  matters,  that  it  is 
sure  to  unite  all  who  are  suflferers  from  it  in  one 
common  cause,  however  remote,  or  even  opposite, 
the  interests  of  the  individuals. — Percy  loved  his 
mother,  but  he  could  not  feel  that  respect  fer  her 
which  is  the  firmest  link  in  the  chain  of  filial 
attachment-— She  was  weak  and  uneducated, 
and  daily  committed  a  thousand  litde  follies 
which,  whilst  they  tended  to  exasperate  the  ever 
irritable  feelings  of  her  husband,  tortured  her 
son,  who  could  not  bear  to  see  her  sulgected  to 
the  caprices  and  ill-humour  to  which  they  expos- 
ed her.— He  might,  however,  have  spared  him- 
self this  pain,  for,  to  say  the  truth,  Mrs  Rycott 
was,  happily  fimr  herself,  of  that  quiet  and  placid 
temperament  which  throws  ofi^  the  cares  and 
vexations  of  life,  as  a  rock  doth  the  rude  and 
boisterous  visitation  of  the  waves.— *She  was — 
in  simple  verity,  without  a  figure  or  a  trope — a 
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woman  of  litde  or  no  semflbiHty^-^md  theappreiw 
ticeship  she  had  serred  under  her  task-master 
had,  in  a  great  measure,  supplied  the  pUce  of 
idiilosophy,  by  fireezing  up  the  scanty  sources  of 
feelii^  with  which  nature  had,  perhaps,  original- 
ly endowed  her. 

It  cannot,  therefore,  be  a  matter  of  surprise  to 
die  reader,  that,  in  her  intercourse  with  her 
husband— -whose  feelings,  stroi^  by  nature,  and 
soured  by  drcumstances  with  which  we  may  here- 
after become  acquidnted,  and  strengthened  by 
habitual  indulgence— -when  she  perfcHrmed  the 
part  of  Rock,  she  should,  at  the  same  time, 
work  him  up  into  something,  which  may,  as  apt- 
ly, be  compared  with  the  lashing  waves  of  the 
mighty  deep.  I  sincerdy  beHeve,  and  I  speak 
from  observation— that  there  is  nothing  more 
provoking— -more  galling— more  eflPectively  irri- 
tating to  a  passionate  man,  than  a  calm  and  un- 
moved, or  contemptuous  opponent.  Mrs  Rycott 
always  listened  lisdessly  to  the  objurgations  of 
her  husband— and  as  uniformly  pursued  her  own 
fdans.  She  had  but  to  encounter  a  new  storm— 
whidi,  in  process  of  time,  she  contemplated  pret- 
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iy  netriy  i&  the  Boae  Burner  aa  jtmk  da  soBiBier 
lightning  ;-**60inethiiig  to  look  at--*perhiqp8  to 
gaze  upon-^but  nothing  to  dread,  or  be  ahrmed 
at — Percy  found  his  bidy  mothar  in  her  own 
boudoir  J  and  proceeded  at  onoe  to  infi>rm  her  of 
his  doubts  and  difficulties^^requesting  her  ad^ 
vice—or,  at  least,  her  sanction,  which  he  consi- 
dered in  some  measure  necessary  to  relieve  his 
oonsdoice  from  the  burthen  of  absolute  diaobe- 
dience  to  the  commands  of  his  other  parttit>— 
It  is  to  be  remembered,  that  he  had  not  jret  ven* 
tured  to  throw  off  the  yoke,  or.  even  to  take  up 
the  position  in  which  his  mother  had  entrenched 
herself. 

She  heard  him  without  intemiptiim,  and,  in- 
deed, without  a  single  pause  in  her  knotting, 
nor,  until  Percy  had  repeated  his  questions  in  se- 
veral forms,  and  finally  dananded  what  was  to  be 
done  ?  was  she  induced  to  answer  him. 

«  60— 40  be  sure,  Percy." 

**  Where?" 

"  To  Sir  Hughes." 

*^  I  nnut  go  there,  my  good  mother— but— 
I  wish  to  see  Miss  Bellenden  first" 
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«  Well,  thca— what  hinders  you?^ 

'*  The  loads  lie  in  different  dirocdons.^ 

"What  of  that,  my  dear?''  •      - 

"  If  my  ftther  should  hear  — ** 

"  What,  then,  Percy  P'* 

«  He  would "" 

"  Baise  a  storm— what  of  that  i"^     - 

"  I  should  be  sorry — I  do  not  like  to  irritate 
myfirther.'* 

"  Nor  I — but  cme  can't  help  it,  you  know — I 
appose,  then,  you  had  better  not  go.'' 

'^  For  Heaven's  sake,  my  dear  Madam,  don't 
be  go  indifferent." 

"  Why  now,  my  dear  Percy — ^what  difference 
<m  etrth  can  it  make  to  me,  whether  you  go  or 
itiyr 

**  True,  true.  Madam — but  to  me  it  is  every 


"  Dear  heart,  then, — ^why  don't  you  go  ?" 

"  I  have  told  you.  Madam." 

'^  I  know,  I  should  go,  in  your  case." 

"You  would?" 

^^  Lah !  to  be  sure,  my  dear — ^if  I  minded 

VOL.  I.  L 
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one  of  your  father^s  sUnrms,  I  should  be  in  a  fine 
situation  truly  «^ 
<<  You  think  there  is  no  harm,  then  P^ 
**  Harm — ^what  harm  can  there  be  in  paying 
a  visit?" 

"  True,  Madam-*but  my  father  — *• 
**  Never  knows  his  own  mind  for  two  minutes 
together." 

^^  You,  think,  then  he  would  not  be  offended  T 
^^  Dear  heart,  love,  what  does  it  rignify  if  he 
is  ? — ^you  might  as  well  try  to  move  the  house  as 
please  him— and  so  we  must  e^en  please  our- 
selves" 
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CHAPTER  VII, 

Ths  argument  and  the  authority  ci  his  m<>. 
ther  were  condusiye ;  and  Percy  made  his  ar- 
rangements accordingly.  Resolved  to  evade  any 
postscript  or  unnecessary  supplement  ci  details 
lo  the  instructions  already  received  from  his 
&ther,  he  ordered  his  groom  to  be  ready  with 
the  horses  at  daybreak, — and  long  before  the  sun 
had  penetrated  into  his  native  valley,  he  had  left 
it  some  miles  behind  him. 

Having  arrived  at  a  particular  spot,  he  dis- 
mounted, jmd  directing  his  servant  to  wait  for 
him  at  a  small  village  within  a  few  miles  of  Sir 
Hugh  de  Lacy'^s  house,  he  began  to  ascend  the 
hills,  in  order  to  pursue  the  desart  tract,  to  the 
cottage  of  Mrs  NordiiSe. 

He  had  nearly  reached  the  point,  at  which  the 
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first  shadow  of  Loo  Bellenden  had  displayed  it- 
self to  him,  and  turning  his  eyes  in  that  direc- 
tion, beheld  a  living  object,  which  even  the  ima- 
gination of  a  young  and  ardent  lover  could  not 
invest  with  the  attributes  of  the  being,  who  had 
occupied  it  for  the  last  four  and  twenty  hours. 

Partly  lost  in  the  mist,  the  form,  which  ad- 
vanced slowly  towards  him,  appeared  to  be  gi- 
gantic, and  yet  the  drapery  which  enveloped 
it  bespoke  it  of  the  jlenunine  gender.  Percy, 
unused  to  find  any  but  his  own  adventurous  com- 
panions in  diese  vast  solitudes,  stood  still  (at  a 
moment,  awaiting  the  approach  of  the  stranger^— 
and  even  grasped  his  pde  as  if  he  felt  it  neoes- 
sary  to  stand  upon  the  defensive. 

"  Who  are  you— and  what  do  you  here  ?^ 
he  demanded. 

"  A  woman— and  my  bueiness^  with  you  T 
<^  Do  you  know  me  P"^  dropping  the  point  of 
his  pde. 

"  Better  than  you  do  yourself,  Percy  Rycott  !'* 
"  Speak,  then — ^for  I  am  in  haste "" 
'<  Go  not  to  Glendara,  fofr  there  lurks  daa- 
ger.** 
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^'  Psiui — ^what  have  ycm  to  do  with  my  go- 
ings, or  danger?'' 

'^  Much— «nd  more  than  I  dare  speak.^ 

'^  Come,  my  good  woman,  it  is  impossiUe  you 
can  have  anything  to  say  or  to  do  with  me ; — ^if 
you  want  money,  here  it  is  fo  you — but  do  not 
mterrupt  me,  for  I  repeat  I  am  in  haste.'' 

^'  Stay,  young  headstrong,  and,  by  the  stars, 
IwiflunfiOd ^" 

^  Silly  old  lassie,  you  have  mistaken  your 
man, — ^you  look  the  sybil  better  than  you  act  it. 
Stand  off— I  am  no  fod  £or  such  as  you  tp  play 
with." 

**  You  bdiere  in  Frovidenee?" 

<^  And  therefore  despise  the  trickfile»3  who 
would  assume  to  be  its  agents.  Desca^d  ficem 
your  atiks,  fiv  I  am  not  to  be  awed  by  weird  or 
wiiard."  . 

^  Then,  to  speak  plain, — ^you  are  going  to 
your  fiite." 

<<  That  is  as  it  may  he— go,  I  certainly  diall 
— ^why,  thou  foolish  old  quean, — ^who  the  deuce 
put  you  upon  this  piece  of  mummery  ?— did  my 
firther  employ  thee  ?" 
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**  Heaven  employed  me.'* 

^^  Have  done  with  your  mummery,  and  if  you 
really  have  a  part  to  act — act  it  out  quickly,  or 
if  jyou  will  speak  plain  English,  I  will  buy  you 
off  your  job. — Psha, — Cleave  your  antics— -do  yo« 
not  see  they  are  thrown  away  upon  me  T* 

"  And  yet  you  shall  repent'' 

**  Losing  my  time  with  thee,  I  surely  shall, — 
so  I  will  save  myself  from  fiirther         " 

"  Stop— Percy  Rycott, — ^you  little  know  what 
you  are  doii^.^ 

'^  I  am  going  to  Glendara^-you  seem  to  know 
as  well  as  I." 

"  I  said  you  were  going  to  your  ruin." 

<<  And  I  laughed,  as  I  do  again,  at  your  pre- 
diction." 

"  It  may  be,  on  the  wrong  side  of  your  mouth.'^ 

^^  There  spoke  plain  English — answer  as  plain-. 
ly  for  what  pinrpose  my  fiither  sent  you  hither." 

**  Enow  ye — ^your  father  ?" 

^^  Aye,  Goody — ^and  therefore  am  I  a  wise 
son." 

"  Not  o'erwise,  an  ye  rest  on  that." 
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^^  Ncme  of  your  grimaciiig — angwer  me  j^nly 
about  my  fiither.'' 

"  I  dare  not,-— ^e  hour  is  not  ripe."" 

**  Then  I  cannot  wait  for  its  coming,  so  re- 
turn. Goody,  and  tell  him  all  you  kiiow,  and  he 
win  not  be  mudi  the  wiser.^ 

**  He  will  be  wiser  ere  long:" 

^^  Not  if  he  make  you  his  oracle — ^but  I  waste 
time  — " 

**  Or  rather  save  it— — ^"^ 

"  With  you,  when  I  might  be  -:— '^ 

''  With  Loo  Bellenden  T 

"  With— but  why  the  devil  dost  thou  watch 
my  moti<ms  P" 

<^  You  see  I  understand  them,  at  least— this 
is  no  high  road.*" 

^^  At  your  conjuring  again,  old  lacty— ^but  he 
who  sent  you  might  have  given  a  shrewd  guess— . 
it  is  now  too  late,  thank  heaven,  for  him  to  act 
upon  it." 

"  Not  too  late  for  you  to  retreat." 

^^  It  will  be  too  late  for  me  to  go  forward  at 
least,  unless  I  run  for  it — so  Goody,  ftrewell — 
now  for  your  valediction,  or  malediction  if  you 
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will — tfaaf  8  the  posture — wave  joux  iom,  and  but 
with  it'' 

^<  m  hot  bear  tlus,  thou  young  'scape-grlu^e 
—but  stop — stay,   I   charge   you,  and  I  will 


"IntelKgibly?'' 

**  To  your  heart's  coie— I  am  no  fool  of  old 
Ryoott's.'' 

^^  Speak  more  rererendy,  Goody,  of  my  &• 
ther." 

^^  I  name  him  not" 

^^  You  shall  not  without  due  respect'' 
*   ^<  Honour  where  honour  is  due." 

*^  Out  of  bounds  again — ^what— the  devil  quote 
flcriptuteP  Yen.  don\  support  your  character, 
thou  grim  white  woman  !" 

"  &IOW  thine  own !" 

"  i  leave  that  to  wiser  mmJ^ 

^*  And  yet  you  profess  to  be  wiser ^" 

"  Than  to  lose  another  moment  with  thee." 

"  Then  hear^-^in  one  word  — " 

^^  No  more-— I  swear         " 

"  Loo  Bdlenden  is  your  fete." 
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^^  And  a  very  preMy  fiite  she  ia — I  wonldnH  de- 
nre  a  better — but  are  you  sure  of  your  words  ?^ 

**  Ab  BQjfe  as         ^ 

**  Then  I^II  Aew  my  faith  in  you,  by  pursuiiqr 
it** 

*^  And  embrace  infiuny.'" 

^  Woman  I — audacious  fiend ! — far  I  begin  to 
Aink  diee  aomething  more— or  rather  less  than  hu- 
man— ^how  darest  thou  profane  the  name  of  Loo 
Bellenden  by  such  an  association  ?— But  111  have 
thee  set  in  the  stocks— or  give  thee  the  ducking- 
stooL" 

^^  And  who  shall  set  me  there,  thou  poor  ctea- 
tarer 

^^  The  bea£e*-and  the  criei^— I  shall  not  send 
priests  or  exorcists  after  thee,  beldame  T 

"  By  hell,  you  shall  do  my  wilL**" 

**  By  Heaven,  I  will  not — ^but  I  like  your  plain- 
ness— there  spidce  pure  mortality.'" 

<<  Would  you — listen  to  me— would  you  dia- 
grsoe  the  blood  you  seem  so  proud  of  P**" 

^  Is  that  a  ^pieati<«  from  such  as  thou  art?^ 

^  You  may  make  it  a  question.^ 

**  Who  daves  suspect  me?'' 
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"  One— who  dares  charge  thee.'' 

"  Thou  infernal  hag— FU ^" 

^^  Spare  your  threats — I  heed  them  not— -I  re- 
peat, you  are  tempting  your  ruin — and  the  dis- 
grace of  the  blood  you  are  so  proud  of."" 

"How?'' 

**  By  seeking  her  whom  you  seek." 

"  No  cant,  thou  vile  woman— Do  you  mean 
Miss  BeUenden  ?" 

*«  She "^ 

"Is  what?" 

"The  child  of  shame." 

"  Beware ^" 

"  Of  infamy." 

"  Silence,  thou  less  than  woman,  and  mote  than 
fiend!" 

"  Unacknowledged." 

"  'Tis  false  as  heU." 

"  Sound  the  truth — and  you  shall  find  it ;" — 
and  turning  a  look  upon  him  as  malignant  as  if 
she  were  really  possessed  of  the  "  evil  eye,"  she 
muttered  some  unintelligible  threat,  and  left  Pct- 
cy  to  pursue  his  way. 

He  was  by  no  means  behind  hand  in  the  wishes 
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he  bestowed  uxxm  her  at  parting ;  but,  neverthe- 
less, if  her  object  was  to  wound  the  feelings  of  the 
young  man,  she  had  fiilly  gained  her  point;  for, 
although  he  would  probably  have  shot  the  next 
person  he  met  through  the  head,  if  he  had  repeat- 
ed her  assertion,  he  was  by  no  means  satisfied  in 
his  own  mind  diat  it  might  not  be  true.  The 
deep  obscurity  in  which  Mrs  Norcliffe  had  livedo- 
his  utter  ignorance  of  her  name— ^and  of  course  of 
her  &mily  connections,  although  living  within  a 
few  miles  of  his  own  home,  bespoke  something 
like  mystery,  and  awakened  in  his  mind  doubts  and 
suspicions  which  certainly  did  not  contribute  to  its 
peace  or  satisfaction. 

To  himself,  however,  he  did  not  acknowledge 
even  this— the  pain  and  annoyance  which  he  felt 
— and  even  the  agitation  with  which  he  pulled  the 
bell  at  the  door  of  Glendara  Cottage,  he  attribut- 
ed exclusively  to  Ae  indignation  excited  by  the 
base  calumnies  of  the  mountain  hag. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

Peecy  was  conducted  to  the  presence  of  Mrs 
Norcliffe,  who  received  him  alone  in  the  drawing- 
room,  and,  after  politely  thanking  him  for  the 
share  he  had  borne  in  rescuing  her  niece,  entered 
upon  some  general  topics  which  seemed  scarcely 
within  the  sphere  of  Percy's  intelligence,  whose 
whole  attention  was  directed  towards  the  door, 
which  he  momentarily  expected  would  be  opened 
by  Miss  Bellenden. 

"  The  morals  of  the  lower  classes.  Sir,  are,  as  I 
before  observed,  strangely  neglected  in  these  parts, 
and  it  were  much  to  be  wished  that  there  were 
more  worthy  pastors  to  superintend  these  scattered 
flocks.'' 

"  Plenty,  Madam — aplenty." 

"Sirr 

4 
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^^  Plenty  of  pastors — ^but ^is  Miss  Bellen- 

den  perfectly  recovered  from  the  effects  of  her 
ilsnn?'' 

"  Perfectly,  Sir — ^Nothing  affects  her  for  ten 
ndniites  tc^^ether — She  is  lost '^ 

**  Madam  !^  ezdaimed  Percy,  as  he  half  rose 
from  his  chair. 

**  Lost  in  a  world  of  frivolity.'' 

'^  Miss  Bdlenden — I  thought,  Madam,  she 
had  grovn  up  in  this  retirement.'' 

^^  She  has  hitherto  lived  in  retirement — ^but  of 
what  avail  is  it,  if  her  wild  flow  of  spirits  exclude 
from  her  all  serious  contemplation,  and  blind  her 
to  every  thing  future  ?" — ^A  maid  now  entered  the 
room,  and  having  answered  ^^  Yes,  my  lady,"  to 
a  whispered  question — ^laid  a  key  upon  the  taUe 
and  retired. 

^^  Blessed  state  of  innocence  !" 

"  Did  you  speak.  Sir  ?" 

«  I  was  only  admiring  the  charming  influence, 
of  a  guileless  heart.  Madam,  over  the  animal 
spirits  of  youth." 

^<  I  am  afitud.  Sir,  you  have  never  reflected 
deeply  on  the  sutgect." 
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^<  Never,  Madam — ^It  must  be  felt  to  be  duly 
appreciated,  and  is  not  to  be  analyzed.^ 

"  Pray,  Sir — ^has  Mr  Rycott  a  chaplain  in  his 
house  F" 

<*  A  chaplain.  Madam! — ^he  would  as  soon 
think  of  having  a  confessor.^ 

^<  And  yet.  Sir — I  must  needs  think  that  the 
advantage  of  a  constant  monitor— I  speak  of  mea 
of  real  vital  piety— ^  regular  overseer  and  check 
upon  our  daily  and  hourly  conduct         >^ 

^  Bless  your  soul,  my  dear  Madam — ^you  don't 
know  my  father — ^he  wouldnH  bear  a  check,  though 
the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  himself  were  to 
take  him  in  hand."" 

"  Perhaps  not  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
but  an  adviser  of  another  character.'" 

^^  Oh,  Madam !  I  can't  go  fiirther  than  the 
Archbishop — ^if  he  won't  do — ^we  must  give  up  the 
question." 

*^  By  no  means.  Sir — there  are  men,  who,  de- 
spising the  things  of  this  life — ^who  content  to 
humble  themselves ^ 

*'*'  That  they  may  be  exalted — I  understand, 
Madam,  but 1  beg  pardon-— may  I  hope  for 
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the  honour  of  paying  my  respects  to  Mks  Bellen- 
denr 

^^  I  never  suffer  Miss  Bellenden,  Sir,  to  inter- 
rupt my  morning  meditations— -she  has  her  own 
pursuits.^ 

"  May  I  be  permitted  to "" 

^  She  has  not  left  her  chamber.^ 

Percy  had  forgotten  that,  in  spite  of  his  deten- 
tion by  the  old  woman  of  the  mountain,  he  had  so 
winged  his  flight,  by  the  force  of  attraction,  that 
Ida  visit  was  made  at  a  veiy  unusual  and  rather 
unseasonable  hour— ^and  turning  his  eye  towards 
a  haI£opened  folding-door,  perceived  a  breakfast- 
table  as  yet  unviolated  by  a  hungry  guest.  He 
filtered  out  an  apology— *and  endeavoured  to  ex- 
plain the  circumstances  which  had  led  to  so  early 
a  visit.  The  lady  merely  bowed,  and  took  up  a 
tract  that  was  on  the  table  before  her.  Percy, 
feeling  the  awkwardness  of  a  prolonged  interview, 
when  the  silence  of  both  parties  seemed  to  point 
out  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  its  condnuimce, 
determined  to  say  something. 

*^  You  have  lived  some  time.  Madam,  in  this 
delicious  retirement  ?*" 
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^^  For  some  time  in  the  neiglibouihood.^ 

**  It  is  extraordinary  that  I  should  never  be- 
fore have  had  the  happiness  of  meeting         ^ 

"  Nothing  extraordinary.  Sir — dnee  we  admit 
few  guests — and  do  not  purpose  to  extend  onr 
cirde.'" 

^^  Madam ! — I  only  mean  that  by  chance.^ 

"  We  did  not  leave  it  to  diance.  Sir — ^Every 
human  being  is  responsible  for  his  motives,  as  wdl 
as  actions,  as  Mr  Flowerdew  justly  observes.*^ 

^  In  trivial  matters.  Madam,  it  may  be  p»- 
somed  that  so  rigid  a  self-examination  ^ 

^^  Trivial  matters,  Sir ! — ^is  the  eye  that  watches 
the  fall  of  a  sparrow  '" 

**  Good  God  f  Madam — are  such  things        ^ 

"  Profime  not  the  holy  name.^ 

*'  I  stand  corrected.  Madam — but  I  thought 
^thusiasts  or  Methodists  alone  held  this  extreme 
doctrine." 

^^  I  see,  Sir — ^young  as  you  appear  to  be,  you 
are  duly  tinctured  with  the  vanities  and  profime- 
ness  of  the  world — ^the  Lord  help  you.*" 

*^  Mr  Flowerdew,  Madam,  in  the  study,"  said 
a  servant — "  I  wish  you  a  good  morning.  Sir  j" — 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


CHAPTER  VIII.  177 

the  lady  added,  as  she  opened  a  side  door  of  the 
apartment.  ^M  am  bound  to  thank  you.  Sir,  as 
an  instrument  in  the  hands  of  Providence  for  the 
rescue  of  Miss  Bellenden  from  jvobaUe  death— 
which,  in  her  state,  abs ! — ^would  be  death  indeed 
— but  fiurther  we  cannot  presume  to  judge,  nor  are 
we  bound  to  consider  the  fitness  or  worthiness  of 
the  instrument  employed.**^  So  saying,  the  good 
lady  touched  the  bell^  and  leaving  the  room, 
closed  the  door  after  her. 

Percy  was  thunderstruck — He  had  felt  no  dis- 
posttion  to  overrate  his  services,  as  we  have  seen— 
and  had  most  devoutly  returned  thanks  to  Heaven 
for  so  awfrd  an  instance  of  its  interposition  in  sav- 
ing himself  and  his  companion  from  what  appear- 
ed to  be  an  inevitable  fiite.     But  he  certainly  was 
not  {Mrepared  to  have  his  exertions  so  coolly  de- 
preciated—or to  be  lectured  upon  his  want  of 
Christian  feeling  in  the  first  moment  of  his  life, 
in  which  he  felt  it  had  been  duly  and  powerftilly 
excited.     He  was  not  long  left  to  his  ruminations 
upon  a  reception  so  unexpected,  for  the  servant 
answering  the  summons  of  the  bell,  asked  him,  ^^  If 
be  had  rung  ?"" 

VOL    I.  M 
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«  No^-^'-^nswered  Percy-— ^^  no^I  don't  think 
I  did.'' 

*'  I  thouglit,  mayhap  — — " 

"  No^'^again  filtered  Percy—"  no— I  didn't 
—at  least  I  don't  recollect  touching  the  belL^ 

"  It  was  MiflBia  then." 

"  Very  likely." 

"  To  let  yonr  Honor  out." 

"  I  am  not  going— I  shall  wait  your  lady's  re- 
turn." 

"  Lord  love  ye,  Sir— Mr  Flowerdew  and  she 
will  be  a  good  hour  thegether,  afore  they  has  us 
in." 

"  In !" 

"  To  payers." 

"  Oh !— I  b^  pardon-^you  are  going  to  fimi- 
ly  prayers  ?" 

"  Lah !  no,  Sir— we  han't  them— we  ha  Par- 
son Flowerdew's  prayers." 

"  He  reads  them,  you  mean  ?" 

"  Read  I«-no— he  makes  th^n — all  like  any- 
thing." 

"  Makes  them  I" 
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"  Yes,  your  Kobm — ihey'^ie  ail  trumpery  pray- 
era.'' 

«  Extanpore,  p^haps  ?"" 

"  Aye,  trumpery* 

''  rU  take  a  turn  in  the  gardei,  until——'' 

^  Your  H<mor— Misflb  never  lets  no  stranger 
into  the  garden.'' 

^^  I  wish  to  see  Miss  Bellenden.'^ 

''  You'd  better  not  let  Missis  know  that." 

"  And  why,  prithee  ?" 

^^  Cause  why  ? — she  never  lets  her  loose  to  see 
no  strangers." 

^^  I  am  no  stranger,  friend,  to  Miss  BeUenden." 

^^  That's  all  the  waur — ^for  she  have  had  such 
a  sessararo  for  yesterday's  business  as  set  Mam- 
selle  into  fits  agen." 

^^  And  she— Miss  Bellraden." 

^^  Oh !— why,  it  set  she  a  lai^hing,  and  so 
Missbwould  have  sent  forMr Fbwerdew  topreach 
to  her,  if  Mamselle  hadnH  declared  it  was  his 
tricks^  just  Kke  her  own." 

'^  Will  she  not  come  down  to  breakfut  ?" 

"  Not  riU  Mr  Flowerdew's  d<me  wi'  mistress." 

"  She  will— then." 
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"  Ycfl — ^if  your  Honoris  gone.*" 

"  Not  till  I  am  gone  ?** 

"  Why,  lah  f  your  Honor,  she's  always  lock- 
ed up,  when  strangers  caUs.*^ 

"  What  can  this  mean  P"" 

^^  That's  as  dear  as  the  pike-staff  in  your  Ho- 
nor's hand." 

^^What?" 

**  That  you  be'nt  to  see  her." 

**  I  am  resolved "^ 

"  That's  nought,  Sir — she  were  resolved  last 
night  that,  come  when  you  would,  she  would  see 
you." 

"  Say  you  so  .^" 

"  Aye,  sure  do  I." 

"  Why  then,  open  war— there  are  two  guineas, 
my  lad,  to  shew  me  her  apartment." 

"  What  argufies  her  apartment,  didn't  your 
Honor  see  Jessy  give  Missis  the  key  ?" 

"  The  key !— what,  is  she  KteraUy  locked 
up?" 

"  As  literately  as  your  Honor  stands  there." 

"  Where  does  her  window  open  ?" 

"  Just  over  the  porch." 
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<<  Enough— I  wiU  go."" 

^^  Pm  ^Lad  on\  for  you^d  soon  have  Parson 
Flowerdew  <m  your  back— and  th^.  Lord  have 
mercy  upon  you  !^ 

"  The  Devil  take  Parson  Flowerdew "" 

^'  Stop,  stop,  your  Honor,  if  he  were  to  hear 
you.^ 

"  What  then  P'* 

^<  He^d  can  ye  names  out  of  the  Bible,  as  long 
as  my  arm.^ 

Percy  indignandy  left  the  house,  but  turning 
to  view  the  window  embosomed  in  jasmine,  and 
other  ^^  sweet  parasites,^  which  Peter  had  point- 
ed out  as  belonging  to  the  apartment  of  Miss 
Bellenden,  he  paused— at  first  dreading  to  be 
guilty  of  the  impropriety  of  intruding  upon  her 
privacy,  and  even  doubting  whether  he  was  quite 
sure  of  being  right,  in  committing  her  with  the 
formal  lady  of  the  mansion. 

Resolved  at  length,  he  struck  the  iron  point  of 

*  his  pole  with  force  upon  the  gravel  walk,  and 

hemmed  aloud,  as  if  oppressed  by  a  cough. — 

He  saw  he  had  been  heard,— a  muslin  curtain, 

gently  moved  by  a  hand  within,  gradually  open- 
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ed  to  his  view  the  object  he  had  been  at  so  much 
pains  to  seek,  bloomii^  with  all  the  freshness  of 
the  morning,  and  breiddng  like  the  dawn  upon 
his  bewildered  faculties.  He  was  indeed  so 
channed,  that  he  stood  fixed  without  the  power 
of  speech,  apparently  forgetful,  that,  as  he  had 
called  up  the  fidr  spirit,  he  was  bound  at  least  to 
speak  to  it— but  he  appeared  docnaaed  to  reverse 
the  fiite  of  Cymon,  and  to  be  stultified  by  the 
beauty  which  should  have  given  him  new  life  and 
existence. 

The  casement  was  gently  opened. 

"  I  fear,''  uttered  the  sweetest  voice  that  ever 
broke  die  silence  of  nature, ''  I  fear,  Mr  Rycott, 
you  have  met  with  a  very  ungracious  return  for 
all  your  goodness.  My  aunt  has  rather  peculiar 
mitiens  upon  these  sulgects.^ 

"  What  return  can  any  humble  service  of 
mine  merit,  which  is  not  at  this  moment  repaid 
tenfbld  into  my  heart  ?* 

<<  Ah  !  Mr  Rycott,  we  must  not  talk  of  hearts ; 
it  is  not  only  a  forbidden,  but  a  dangerous  toptc,^ 
sbe  added  smiling.  '^  I  am  not  even  allowed  to 
speak  of  my  gratitude— -but  be  assured  I  can  fed 
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48  deeiflfy  M  thoflc  who  me  U  Ubmy  to  talk  of  it 
ligr  tbe  hour  tpgedier.'' 

^  I  am  lertared  to  see  jrou  thus  imnarad^^ 
diiis  enfilwred  to  caprioea  mloA  it  were  «  Tirtue 
todude.^ 

^*  And  80,  nma.wnqrBromdiaiB?'' 

**  Yfls,  by  Haavenif-^ndlAatarteguideftby 
fecMeper 

*^  Yoti  are  not  yet  wtheiasotBdaiit,^  flho  aaid 
as  die  BBiiled  »tim  ardour. 

^*  U^t  barrovred  fym  diea  ^rovid  guide  me 
to  it'* 

<<  Do  you  know,  you  are  talking  yeiy  wild- 
ly, though,  it  nuiat  he  a^aiutted,  ^ntry  eloquent- 

^^  I  am  mad.^ 

^*  We  should  fhange  friaees  tiien-^mt  you 
wQl  admit  that  it  ia  haid  I  AuM  be  confined 
fiyr  your  csrime.**^ 

''  la  it  a  4ffwe.«>  4idone««-to  ^-rr**-'' 

^'  The  gEoalmt  .poaiJUe,  in  dua  instance  at 
leaat;  and  I  am  not  sure  wfaethar  y4Nir  idolatry 
might  not  cost  you  a  Mmb,  ft  least,  if  you  shodU 
be  taken  in  the  fiM^.*^ 

"*  Why  then  art  thou  an  angel  P"" 
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**  Cest  im  pourquoi  pour  un  pourquoia— en- 
core un  ange— mais  Monsieur  allea — ^vite — go 
your  way ,''— cried  his  old  acquaintance  the  French 
night-cap  firom  a  neighbouring  casem^t. 

"  Nay,  Mademoiselle." 

"  Eh  bien— Mademoiselle-^bon— bote  Saar, 
it  ees  note  de  question,  ven  Madame  NorcKffis 
hav  don  de  priferes,  she  vil  play  de  diable  vid  us 
all — for  your  stay  mak  here." 

"  Let  me  entreat  you,"  added  Miss  Bellenden 
smiling,  ^^  to  be  gone*— you  will  only  o£fend  my 
aunt,  and ^ 

"  I  am  gone— only  — — '^ 

"  Allez  vite— she  openn  er  door  " 

<<  Hear  me.  Miss  Bellenden,  one  word." 

"  It  must  be  only  one." 

*^  May  I  hope  to  see  you  again  ?" 

^'  Not  for  a  month  at  least." 

"An  age— Oh!  say!" 

"  I  can  only  say  what  is  probable*— my  wui- 
derings  of  yesterday  might  have  been  fiital  but 
for  you — ^but  as  it  was,  it  betrayed  my  truancy 
and  Mademoiselle^s  good  nature." 

"  Heaven  bless  Mademoiselle." 

"  Je  vous  remercie.  Monsieur— you  aar  bien 
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poU— oui.  Mademoiselle,  il  n^est  pas  d  bete 
oomme  je ^ 

^^  I  hear  a  noise  firom  bdow,""  whispered  Miss 
BeUenden ;  "  pray.  Sir — go— and  carry,  if  yon 
value  them,  my  blessing  and  eternal  gratitude.'*' 

"  Oh  !  for  a  sentiment  yet  more  tender." 

*<  Mais,  Monsieur ^ 

"  Hush,  ma  chore  MademoiseUe.'' 

"  Oh  !  say— -that  I  am  not  hated  !'' 

"  I  will  say  much  more.*" 

"  That  you ^ 

"  Fi  done.  Monsieur." 

^^  That  I  never  shall  cease  to  entertain  the 
tenderest  recollection  of  what  I  owe  to  you." 

^^  You  owe  me  nothing— and  yet— could  I 
—did  I  dare  hope  my  heart  — " 

^^  Heart  again — ^remember  my  warning." 

*^  Oh !  I  am  past  all  warning — say  but  I 
may  hope  for  your  love  by  years  of  servitude  and 
devotion." 

"  Madame  Nordiffe— Monsieur — ^ron  vid  your 
1^8 — ^vite ^" 

^^  Let  the  storm  break — ^let  the  world  unite 
against  me— be  you  Miss  BeUenden  — " 
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^'  LcK^ied  up  for  a  twdyemomlip— nay,  nay, 
no  protestations — I  would  not  have  you  insulted.*" 

"  But^-*may  I  live  in  hope  ?^ 

^'  To  be  sure  you  may,  or  what  would  life  be 
worth?* 

*«  Of— of  your—'' 

'^  Yes,  yes— of  our  meeting  again.^ 

"Your  love?'' 

"  Heavens  !  what  a  word  !<-«*why,  you  make 
me  as  much  afraid  of  you  as  my  aunt'' 

*•  And  yet ^ 

"  Nay — ^nay — I  repeat  to  you^^hearts  md  love 
are  foiluddengroiuid*<Hmdyouwillbeoaug^.^— — 

"  I  am  dready  caught  — «—*' 

"  By  Mrs  Noidiffe  and  her  household  ? — ^nay, 
now  she  is  on  the-statrs." 

"  Would  die  were  in  Heaven!" 

"For  Aame!" 

"  I  heed  her  nc^i^^if  you  bid  me  stay." 

"  I — I  beseech  you  to  go." 

"  I  fly." 

"  And  yet  move  not?" 

"  Vite— vite,  Monsieur— »nous  serons  abun^ 

si ^ 
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<<  Si^^i^I  shall  see  you  again?'' 

«  Well— weU—you  shall^-go— ^.^ 

"When?'' 

**  How  can  a  captive  say  f 

At  this  moment  Mrs  Norcli£^s  voice  was  heard 
in  a  tone  of  remonstninoe  widiin  Miss  Bellenden's 
chamber  mil  the  muslin  curtain  restored  to  its 
former  station— ]^t  not  before  the  snow-white 
hand,  as  it  relaxed  its  hold,  had  waved  a  silent 
adieu. 

^^  No  power  shall  awe  me— speak.  Miss  Bel- 
l€»den,8ay  ]mi  are  safe-*unfaurt— uncontrolled — 
not  aD  the  host  of  hell  shall  move  me.^ 

"  Misericorde,  Monsieur  r  whispered  Made- 
moiselle, as  she  sofUy  closed  her  window. 

^<  May  Heaven  move  thee,  young  man,'*  drawled 
out  a  voice  in  a  half  cdiaiint,  as  the  door  of  ^e 
house  opened,  and  a  very  handsome  young  man, 
with  strait  combed  black  hair,  and  a  countenance 
of  profound  gravity,  advanced  towards  him. 

"  Heaven !  is  not  Paradise  before  me  .^ 

"  Profime  youth— Aou  knowest  not  what  thou 
Sliest.'; 

"  I  say,  at  least,  only  what  I  feel,''  retorted 
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Percy ;  ^^and  there  would  be  more  honesty  in  the 
world,  if  all  men  did  the  same  !^ 

"  Impious  reflection !" 

^^  I  request,  Sir,  you  will  be  silent— I  have 
nothing  to  do  with  you.*" 

"  You  have  nothing  to  do  here." 

<^  Much — and  more  than  you  dream  of." 

**Sirr 

*<  Yes,  Sii^— so  stand  off." 

^*  Are  you  aware  to  whom  you  address  your- 
sdfr 

^*  I  guess— the  Confessor  of  Mrs  NorcUffs — 
but  I  want  none  such— -thank  God  I  can  confess 
myself." 

"Confessor,  Sir?" 

"  Aye,  Sir — I  don't  know  what  you  call  your- 
self— but  it  answers  the  purpose  for  which  I  use 
it— and  thaf  s  sufficient" 

"  Sir-»I  must  insbt  upon  you  leavingthisplaoe." 

"  Are  you  master  here.  Sir  ?" 

"  I  am  the  humble  delegate  of——" 

"  Then,  I  can  have  nothing  to  say  to  your 
humility — I  always  deal  with  principals. — Ma^ 
dam — Miss  Bellenden !"  caUing  up  to  the  window. 
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*^  Be  alent,^  he  heard  m  the  voice  of  Mrs  Nor- 

^^  Silence !  I  command  you  !^  repeated  the  Re^- 
vcraid  Mr  Flowerdew^  as  he  authoritatively  di- 
rected his  words  towards  the  window. 

*'  Nay,  then,^  cried  Miss  Bellenden,  laughing, 
as  she  once  more  withdrew  the  invidious  veil  of 
muslin ;  *^  if  it  be  only  to  assert  my  female  inde- 
pendence—I must  speak.^  Mrs  Nordifie  was 
evidently  endeavouring  to  withdraw  her  from  the 
window.  <<  Madam — ^Madam,^  cried  JMiss  Bel- 
lenden  more  gravely,  *^  do  not  subject  me  to  the 
necessity  of  disputing  an  authority  I  have  hither- 
to cheerfiilly  obeyed,  without  strictly  analysing 
the  justice  of  its  exercise— but  until  Mr  Flower- 
dew  produce  his  credentiak,  I  must  be  permitted 
to  protest  against  every  attempt  on  his  part  to  im- 
pose either  a  spritual  or  temporal  yoke  upon  me."" 

^  Presumptuous  child  of  vanity  !^ 

"  Silence,  man  I""  exclaimed  Percy  fiercely. 

"  Let  me  entreat,  Mr  Rycott,""  she  added,  turn- 
ing towards  him,  *^  that  you  will  subject  yourself 
to  no  further  insult  or  inconvenience  on  my  ac- 
count.*" 
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<<  Is  the  girl  mad  ?""  etdaiHied  Mts  Nordilfe, 
now  appearing  at  the  window— and  again  endea- 
vouring to  intarpoae  her  authority. 

^'  Neith^  mad—- nor  posiesfled,  as  Mr  Floww- 
dew  has,  more  than  once,  most  charitaUy  iastnn* 
ated-— but  above  cBssimulation— as  superior  to 
iiyu8tice.-~-Mr  Percy  Rycott-^lo  you,  I  repeati 
I  am  indebted  for  more  than  I  owe  to  any  other 
created  man*— for  to  you,  und^  Heaven,  I  «d 
indebted  for  life  itself— for  preservation  from  a 
hotrible  and  appalling  death— I  owe  it,  Shr— not 
to  any  casual  or  passing  sentiment  of  compassioD, 
but  to  the  voluntary  predetermined  resolutaon  of 
riddng  your  own  life  to  save  mine— Providence 
smiled  upon  the  noble  effort— and  saved  both— 
do  not  then  suppose  — — ^"^ 

"  I  ooifjure  you,  Madam,''  cried  Mr  Flower- 
dew,  addressing  himself  to  Mrs  Ncnrcliffi?,  and  iiw 
capable  of  restraming  his  passion ;  "  not  to  al- 
low this  pro&ne — ^vain  babbling  I'' 

"  By  Heavens !  Sir,''  interrupted  Percy,  seis- 
ing  his  arm,  « if  you  treat  this  masterpiece  of 
divine  eloquence  with  such  irreverence,  I  shall 
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qnestkm  die  authmty  of  the  oimniieiioti,  which, 
flkmCf  eren  now,  screeng  you  from  my  feeentment"^ 

Mr  Floweidew  uttered  only  a  groan  '^^biit  kwlu 
ed  ^  ummeraUe  things^  toward  th«  window. 

Ifiss  BeOcnden,  without  seeming  to  segnd  the 
intemqition— -or  the  condnued  remenstraiiees  of 
Mrs  Nordiffe,  who  repeatedly  called  fbr  the  aid 
of  MadeoMMselle  BaguenaucBere,  though  die  ap- 
peared not  at  her  bidding*— proceeded  in  her  ad- 
dress to  Percy-^ 

^  Do  not  snppoee,  Sir,  that  the  feefings  awak- 
e&ed  in  my  bieasi  by  your  noble  conduct  can 
erer  be  efl^Med — stUl  less,  that  they  are  likely  to 
be  aftcted  by  any  thing  whidi  has  occurred  in  this 
strange,  and,  on  our  part,  discourteous  proceeding. 
I  sidbmitted,  without  of^position,  to  the  interdict 
of  Mrs  NorcUff^,  because  I  deemed  it  of  Httfe 
importance  whether  I  expressed  feelings  towards 
yon— feelings  which  must  live  and  die  with  me— 
to-day— ot  Uvmorrow— KMT  a  week  hence."" 

^^  Angel  ai  light !""  exclaimed  Percy,  hurling 
Mr  Flowerdew  from  him. 

««  Dduded  sinner  r 

"  Peace,  Sir— or  — "" 
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^<  Be  patient,  Mr  Rycott — I  am  possessed  of 
an  independent  spirit— and  am  roused,  not  de- 
pressed, by  any  attempt  at  oppression  or  injustice. 
I  should  scarcely  feel  justified  in  acting  as  I  now 
do,  were  it  not  that  I  consider  myself  responsiUe 
for  the  sBghts  you  have  experienced.^ 

"  I  fed  them  not.^ 

**  Be  it  so—/  do— most  deeply — and  it  is  ne- 
cessary to  my  peace  of  mind,  that  you  should 
know  the  fiill  extent  of  my  feelings.*^ 

"  Was  there  ever  such  efirontery  ?^  interrupt- 
ed Mrs  Norclifie.  ^^  What  is  this  world  come 
to?'' 

"  What,  indeed  !''  re-echoed  Mr  Flowerdew. 

"  Once  more.  Sir  !"'  fiercely  retorted  Percy. 

'^  I  have  little  more  to  say,''  added  Miss  Bel- 
lenden.  ^^  I  have  no  cause  to  blush  for  my  sen- 
timents. Why  should  I  then  hesitate,  under 
such  circumstances,  to  avow  them  ?  They  are  the 
ofispring  of  fidth  in  that  Being  who  implanted 
them  for  the  best  and  noblest  of  purposes." 

"  There  is  no  standing  this,  Mr  Flowerdew,"" 
cried  Mrs  Norclifie,  turning  up  her  eyes,  which 
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was  the  only  sign  the  reyerend  gentleman  dared 
repeat. 

^^  Yes,  Madam,^  continaed  Loo  Bellenden; 
^^  for  the  best  and  noblest  of  purposes — to  attest 
our  love  of  virtue — and  afford  the  charm  of  sym- 
padiy  to  warm  into  life  every  impulse  of  benevo- 
lence. Mr  Rycott  at  least  will  understand  me— 
it  must  be  my  endeavour,  certainly,  that  he  should 
not  misunderstand  me — as  those  who  ought  to 
know  me  best  have  done.  I  have  spoken — ^freely 
and  unreservedly — ^the  feelings  of  my  heart.^ 

*^  Gracious,  and  best  of  human  beings  !^ 

^^  I  have  characterised  them  as  truly        ^ 

"  Inspired  by  virtuous  self"" 

^^  No— Mr  Rycott— I  am  an  humble,  and  a 
very  erring  being — ^but  I  am  an  honest  one-^ 
and  before  I  relieve  you  from  your  most  irkscnne 
situation        ^ 

<^  Irksome ! — I  would  not  change  it  for  the 
diadem  of  Europe.*" 

**  You  shall  change  it  very  shortly,  I  pro- 
mise you,^  cried  Mrs  Norcli£fe,  retiring  to  pull 
the  bell,  whidi  she  did  with  no  little  violence. 

''  Madam,"*  said  Miss  Bellenden—''  I  shall  not 

YOL.  I.  N 
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detain  Mr  Rycott  long — but  it  is  right  that  you 
should  hear  what  I  have  fiirther  to  say.""  Then, 
again  addressing  Percy,  she  proceeded — ^  It 
would  be  impossible  to  misinterpret  certain  ex- 
pressions which,  in  the  warmth  of  your  own  feel- 
ings, my  dear  Sir,  have  escaped  your  lips,  even 
if  I  were  inclined  to  play  the  dissembler— but  no 
-*if  I  had  no  other  motive  for  my  honesty,  my 
gratitude  towards  you  would  compel  it.*^ 

^^  Oh  !  if  I  am  blessed  wiUi  a  dawn  of  hope, 
say  so — speak  it  boldly — fear  nothing — I  will 
look  these  obstacles  into  ^uiihilation.^ 

"  I  am  struck  dumb,^  groaned  Flow«dew. 

"  Remain  so  r  and  Percy  darted  towards  him, 
as  the  revi»!end  gentleman  hastily  retieated  into 
the  house. 

**  You  fi^e  me,  my  dear  Sir,  the  difficulty  of 
explaining  myself— for  we  must  be  novices,  at 
least,  in  what  is  called  love/' 

"  My  life  seems  to  have  been  made  up  of  love,"" 
cried  Percy—"  and  to  have  be«i  ripening  into 
this  one  hour  of  Uiss.'' 

"  You  pain  me,  Mr  Rycott— another  time  I 
would  have  endeavoured  to  laugh  you  out  of 
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whtit  I  once  before  was  saucy  enough  to  call  your 
heimes.  But,  at  present,  my  duty  is  more  im* 
perstire  and  grave ;  and,  that  I  laay  not  even  be 
M^eeted  of  triflii^  witix  a  bdrng^  &r  whom,  I 
do  not  hedtate  to  say,  I  would  sacrifice — ^yes, 
wSii^y,^  cried  she,  with  an  enibnrfaam  that 
gbwed  on  her  cheek,  and  sparkled  in  a  tear — 
"  flaerifice  the  life  he  saved— he  must  learn  firom 
my  own  lips  a  truth,  which  may  save  hhn  firom 
Budi  future  suffmng — if  he  were  disposed  to 
suffer,'^  and  she  smiled  as  she  spoke  it,  ^^  for  one 
likeme.^ 

'^  For  thee ! — yes — all  that  the  world  can  inflict.'' 

"  Never,  I  trust— and  pray. — Love  must  make 
DO  part  c^  that  oovaoant  into  which  my  gratitude 
and  esteem  have  dready  entered  into  with  you.**— 
Hear  me  out — I  am  young — and  know  little  of 
vhat  is  meant  by  love,  beyond  the  romantic  de- 
Kriptions  ai  the  poets-— but  my  soul  is  armed 
against  il.'' 

"  What  do  I  hear  ?"" 

^^  It  is  not  that  I  have  tried  it— but  that  I 
av<nd  it ;  for,  if  I  have  learnt  the  little  I  do  know 
of  it  correctly,  love  sedcs  the  happiness  of  the  object 
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to  which  it  would  endear  itself,  and-— >^-I  fear,  I 
shall  bewilder  myself.'" 

"  Oh !  go  on— go  on,  for  mercy's  sake.^ 

^^  Will  she  ever  end  P^  groaned  Mrs  Norcliflfe, 
who  seemed  to  have  signed  an  armistice,  from  a  ca- 
riosity to  know  the  extent  of  her  niece's  intentions. 

<^  The  happiness,''  Miss  Bellenden  continued, 
^^  of  a  man  of  honor  and  of  elevated  mind,  such  as, 
I  am  honest  enough  to  own,  could  only  effectu- 
ally touch  my  heart— ^ould  never  be  ensured  by 
an  union  with  me." 

"  Hah  !"— exclaimed  Percy,  panting  for  words. 

"  My  birth "" 

"  Silence,  Miss  Bellenden  !*  exclaimed  Mrs 
NorcUffe,  now  actively  interposing,  by  placing 
her  hand  before  her  niece's  mouth.  "  Would 
you  dare  expose  ?" 

*^  Every  secret  of  my  heart.  Madam,"  replied 
she,  with  dignity,  as  she  gently  removed  the  im- 
pediment to  her  utterance ;  "  when  the  happiness 
of  a  youth  like  that  before  you  may  be  concerned 
in  the  discovery." 

"  Loo,  Loo— -I  will  consent— -I  will  do  any 
thing,"  interrupted  Mrs  Norcliffe. 
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<^  Wben  this  task  is  perfonned,  Madam«-I 
shall  need  no  consent — ^nor  further  trespass  upon 
your  patience.^ 

"  Patience ! — I  have  none." 

^^  Peace,  Madam,  for  Heayen'^s  sake,"  exclaim- 
ed Percy. 

'<  My  Inrth,  Sir,"  continued  Miss  Bdlenden, 
''  is  more  than  obscure — ^it  is,  I  fear,  too  sure- 
ly 

«<  Why,  the  girPs  raving— what  are  you  doing  ?" 
'  died  Mrs  Norcli£fe,  roused  into  more  active  op- 
position, and  again  actually  screaming  for  Ma- 
demoiselle. 

Struggling  to  conclude  her  speech.  Miss  Bel- 
lenden  again  gently  put  aside  her  aunt,  and  in 
more  hurried  accents  addressed  Percy.  ^^  Never, 
never,  my  good  fiiend,  and  guardian  angel—- 
never  will  I  enter  a  family,  to  entail  upon  it  even 
a  suspidon  of  impurity.  My  own  soul  revolts  at 
it ;"  and  here  she  was  overpowered  by  a  burst  of 
(ears.  ^'  Never,  never,  will  I  share  it  with  ano- 
ther." 

"  Thou  art  pure  as  angels,"  cried  Percy,  over- 
whelmed, as  he  felt  himself  by  the  prompt  fiilfil- 
ment  of  the  beldame'^s  threat  on  the  mountain. 
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^^  This  l8  ho  sudden  or  hasty  determinatibn, 
believe  me— 'it  has  been  my  fixed  resoWe,  firam  the 
moment  I  was  of  an  age  to  understand  ray  rela- 
tive situation  in  life— nothing  can  induce  me  to 
change  it— -and^  least  of  aU,*"  added  she^  with  a 
smile,  su£Scient  to  banish  all  reason  from  the 
breast  of  Percy,  ^^  in  a  case,  where  the  best  afibc- 
tions  my  poor  heart  is  capable  of  bestowing  are 
rivetted  by  a  gratitude,  which,  I  glory  to  repeat, 
trill  expire  only  with  the  last  breath  of  existence. 
If  you  are  content  to  share  in  all  I  can  honor- 
ably  grant — ^if  you  can  be  satisfied  with  the 
friendship  and  sisterly  affection  of  Loo  Bellen- 
den,  we  may  again  meet.  May  Heaven  bless  and 
protect  you,  Mr  Rycott;^  and  she  raised  one 
band  towarcb  Heaven,  whilst  the  other  was  held 
to  her  forehead— «nd  the  curtain  again  concealed 
aU  but  her  shadowed  outline*— which,  in  a  mo- 
ment, was  again  lost  by  her  evident  retreat. 

Percy  called  to  her  to  return.  He  had  a  thou* 
sand  things  to  say— a  thousand  protestations  to 
make — ^but  he  was  unheeded — and,  at  length,  by 
a  desperate  effort,  tore  himself  away  from  the 
spot,  which  contained  all  that  he  now  thought 
worth  possessing  in  life. 

1] 
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He  walked  slowly  onward,  occadonally  stop- 
ping to  look  back  upon  the  casket  which  contain- 
ed his  treasure.  He  retraced  a  few  steps,  as  if 
resolved  to  re-enter  the  house.  Again  he  asked 
himself  what  end  it  could  answer  to  force  his  way 
amid  tumult,  insult,  and  uproar — ^he  went  for- 
ward—he would  write  to  her — ^he  would  solicit  a 
ptxvate  interview — ^he  would  avow  his  resolution 
to  marry  her,  even  though  she  were  a  beggar^s 
borat.  Hah  !*— he  bad  here  touched  a  tender 
point— he  had  been  "educated,  from  his  cradle,  in 
certain  notions  of  fiunily  pride,  which  revolted  at 
any  thing  like  contamination  of  blood— his  &ther 
could  not  make  him  hypochondriacal — ^he  could 
not  make  him  testy,  for  his  own  testiness,  like  the 
drunken  Helots,  would  have  operated  a  cure,  had 
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it  even  descended  in  his  blood — ^but  the  pride  of 
fiunily  having  nothing  to  oppose  it  in  its  progress 
— and  having  proved,  as  he  had  often  observed, 
a  check  upon  his  father^s  conduct,  when  his  pas- 
sions had  nearly  led  him  into  some  criminal  ex- 
cess, it  had  taken  such  deep  root,  as  almost  to 
have  become  an  integral  part  of  his  very  exist- 
ence. He  saw  all  the  difficulties  and  prejudices 
he  had  to  encounter — ^but  in  once  more  looking 
down  upon  the  distant  cottage,  he  thought  he 
saw  Loo  Bellenden,  and  forgot  them  all ;  and  it 
was  not  until  he  had  descended  very  consid^nbly 
in  the  opposite  direction,  that  he  was  compiled 
to  admit  that  his  case  was  hopeless,  and  his  fu- 
ture life  a  blank.  I  believe  this  is  the  natural 
course  of  a  first  love — when  it  meets  its  first  im- 
pediment— and  the  next  resolution  he  formed 
was  to  be  as  miserable  as  possible,  and  to  consider 
the  whole  world,  as  his  father  had  done  before 
him,  leagued  in  strict  union  and  confederacy 
against  him. 

But  Loo  Bellenden  had  promised  him  her 
friendship — ^had  pledged  herself  to  see  him — ^why 
was  he  to  be  miserable,  hopeless,  or  misanthro- 
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pic  ?— -The  sun  shone  forth  at  die  moment,  and 
he  took  it  as  a  happy  omai.  *^  She  will  love 
me  in  time,* — but— but  aye,  this  but.  He 
thought  the  sun  was  obscured  by  a  cloud— he 
looked  up,  and  it  shone  bright  as  before.  ^Twas 
strange — ^perhaps  she  had  noble  blood  in  her 
▼rins  ! — Psha !  what  has  blood  to  do  with  hap- 
piness ? — a  man  might  as  well  think  about  money 
— H3he  might  still  be  his — ^but — ^but,  again,  what 
wooM  his  father  say  ! 

Fathers  have  be^i  disobeyed  on  points  like 
these — and  happiness  is  not  to  be  sacrificed  to  a 
feolish  prejudice.  But  his  own  prejudice— what 
was  he  to  do  with  that?  He  approached  the 
villi^,  and  saw  his  groom  waiting  with  the  hor- 
ses. The  servant  advanced,  and  Percy  was  cer- 
tainly not  proud  to  his  inferiors. 

*^  Began  to  think  your  Honor  had  lost  your 
way." 

"  And  what  the  devil  is  it  to  you — ^if  I  had  ?** 

The  man  stared — Percy  walked  forward  with- 
out mounting — and  the  servant  followed,  leading 
the  animals  at  a  half  trot  after  him.  Percy^s 
Tision  still  embraced  Glendara^ — ^the  cottage-^^-the 
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window — ^tbe  muslin  curtain-— and  the  fiiii  form 
which  it  enshrouded.  He  had  sworn  a  thousand 
times  to  his  father^  when  in  a  pbu^ble  mood^ 
that  he  would  sacrifice  life,  rather  than  entail  a 
blot  upon  the  fiunily  escutcheon. "  A  spuri- 
ous offipring !— ^  Obsdure,^  she  said,  certainly — ^it 
might  be.— -—Confound  the  fellow— -why  do  you 
follow  me  with  your  cursed  chatter  7"^ 

^^  I  only  spoke  to  bay  Malton,  your  H<Mior-)-^ 
she  wanted  to  play  with  the  pole  there  draggii^ 
ater  you."" 

"  What's  that  to  me  P'' 

«  I  only "" 

"  Peace — ^you  distract  me^  and  distracted 
the  poor  man  supposed  him  to  be^  and  thought 
him  more  like  his  father,  than  he  had  ever  se^ 
him  before. 

A  long  pause  ensued— during  which,  a  mile  of 
road,  at  least,  had  been  traversed.  Percy  sud- 
denly stopping,  appeared  to  his  servant  a  new 
being.  His  brow  was  cleared— a  smile  curled  his 
lip— he  set  his  foot  in  the  stirrup — ^vaulted  on 
his  favourite  steed — and  lifting  his  foraging  cap 
from  his  head,  seemed,  with  his  handkerchief,  in 
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the  act  of  bnishing  Away  the  cobwebs  which  had 
for  some  time  been  meshing  themselves  about  his 
bndn. 

**  Have  you  been  long  waiting,  Benjaaiin  ?^ 

"  Yes,  your  Honor — a  good  bit." 

"  Pm  sorry  to  have  kept  you.*" 

"  Oh,  it's  nothing,  your  Honor,  now  that .— "^ 

*^  I  b^  your  pardon,  Ben — mount ;"— -and  if 
Benjamin  thought  him  a  little  odd  on  foot,  he  set 
him  down  as  a  very  devil  on  horseback — for  he 
dapped  his  heels  to  the  sides  of  the  animid,  and 
rode  <^  as  if  the  view  holloa  had  been  given  from 
a  whole  field  of  fox-hunting  veterans.  Why  was 
be  so  suddenly  transported  ?  the  reader  will  natu- 
rally ask. — ^He  had  determined  upon  a  Platonic 
friendship  with  Miss  Loo  BeUenden — and  made 
yp  his  mind  to  consult  his  playmate  and  confiden- 
tial friend.  Miss  de  Lacy,  upon  the  interesting 
subject. 

If  this  be  not  accepted  as  a  sufficient  rea- 
son for  the  sudden  metamorphosis — or,  if  you, 
my  fiur  young  friend,  suppose,  that  such  trifling 
causes  are  insufficient  to  light  up,  or  to  extinguish 
hope  in  a  lover's  breast,  I  am  perfectly  satisfied 
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you  are  a  novice^  and  know  nothing  at  all  about 
the  matter. — ^You  had  better  consult  your  mama, 
whether  it  will  be  prudent  for  you  to  read  any 
further  untQ  you  have  gained  a  little  more  actual 
experience. 

In  about  half  the  time  it  would  have  taken  an 
ordinary  horseman  to  reach  Lacy  Royal,  Percy 
and  his  panting  groom  arrived  at  the  park]  gates, 
and  in  ^^  no  time,^  as  the  modem  expression  g^oes, 
—he  was  at  the  Castle.  But  before  we  proceed 
a  step  further,  it  is  incumbent  upon  me  to  present 
to  my  readers  the  worthy  Baronet,  whose  domains 
we  have  thus  entered— and  they  may  consider 
themselves  in  good  luck,  if  they  are  permitted  to 
escape  some  of  those  formalities  in  the  mode  of 
introduction — ^with  not  a  tittle  of  which  the  lord 
and  master  himself  would  have  dispensed,  were 
the  ceremony  to  be  performed  in  person. 
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Sib  Hugh  Febebee  de  Lacy  was  lineally  de- 
Boended  from  an  old  Norman  family,  and  inherit- 
ed, irith  the  honors,  all  the  pride  of  ancestry — 
bat  there  was  nothing  offensiTe  in  his  mode  of  dis- 
^ying  it  beyond  a  certain  stiff  formality  of  man- 
ner,  which  seems  to  be  inherent  in  the  family  of 
the  Grandisons,  to  whom  he  was  allied  through 
the  marriage  of  his  fiither. 

Sir  Hngh,  in  his  younger  days,  had,  owing  to 
the  loss  he  sustained  in  the  premature  death  of 
both  his  parents,  been  educated,  almost  entirely, 
under  the  eye  of  his  venerable  maternal  relation, 
Sir  Charles,  with  whose  character  the  historical 
reader  has  been  minutely  made  acquainted  through 
the  indefatigable  labours  and  researches  of  the  fii- 
mily  biographer,  Mr  Richardson.     It  is  not  to 
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be  wondered  at,  therefore,  that  the  young  Sir 
Hugh,  thus  early  imbued  with  the  refined  habits 
and  manners  of  his  great  exemplar  and  archetype, 
should,  in  his  advances  towards  maturer  age, 
have  foimd  his  predilection  for  them  increase  in 
proportion  as  the  daring  innovations  and  inroads 
of  the  succeeding  generations  graduated  through 
the  several  orders,  Macarony,  Blood,  and  Budc, 
into  the  mongrel  breed,  whidi  now  passes  under  the 
genaic  classification  of  Dandy !-— We  fegret  that 
the  introduction  has  necessarily  been  so  long  de- 
ferred ;  but  Sir  Hugh,  at  die  period  we  are  now 
treating  o^  was  in  his  sixtieth  year,  and  had, 
during  that  pmod,  almost  constantly  resided  up- 
on the  principal  &mily  estate  of  Lacy  Boyal,  in 
Cumberland ;  so  that,  whatev^  may  have  been 
the  justice  of  his  early  opinions  concerning  the 
dignity  of  the  human  character,  or  of  its  Tarioos 
modes  of  devdopemait,  diere  was  as  U^Je  oppor- 
tunity as  there  i^peared  to  be  inclinati<m  on  his 
part  to  adopt  the  improvements,  as  odiers  may  be 
disposed  to  term  them,  which  Ae  changefid  hue 
of  fashim  had,  in  the  progress  of  years,  durown 
over  the  habits  and  manners  of  his  countrym^u 
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Both  in  his  dicss,  and  in  the  furniture  of  hi» 
ftauly  mansimi,  the  consistent  uniformity  of  his 
i^uiions  was  observable — and  whilst  on  his  own 
person  still  reposed  in  primeval  dignity  the  so- 
litaire and  rosette  of  the  vieiUe  cour,  the  walls>  re- 
tained their  hangings  of  Gobelin  tapestry— or 
shone  like  the  floors,  coeval,  at  least,  with  the 
veign  of  Elisabeth,  with  black  oak  pannels.  There 
wai  a  history  attached  to  every  moveaUe  in  the 
hooie,  and  not  a  caipet  or  chair-cover  presented 
itsdf  without  recording  an  auto-biographical  m- 
staaoe  ij£  notability  in  grandmama  Bridget,  good 
Mint  TaUtha,  or  the  ^^  ever-to-beJamented^  kins- 
voman  Paidope,  who  died  in  snaj^nng  the  last 
ilein  of  worsted  finom  the  Herculean  labour  of 
the  twelve  apostles,  as  large  as  life,  in  the  sidoon 
«f  Lacy  Royal  I  £v^  thing  was  magnificent, 
idtfaongh  the  magnificence  of  another  era,  and  it 
wodhl  have  appeared  incongruous  even  to  a  mo- 
dem eye,  if  die  noUe  host  had  figured  among  his 
aocestorial  relics  in  a  jockey  coat,  or  a  cropped 
jazeg  of  the  present  cut. 

Percy,  from  early  childhood,  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  passing  much  of  his  time  at  Lacy  Royal, 
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where  the  triple  refined  urbanity  of  the  Baronet 
appeared  to  considerable  advantage,  in  contrast 
-with  the  less  studied  and  more  abrupt  manners 
of  Mr  Levison  Rycott. 

Sir  Hugh  had  been  blessed  with  only  two 
children,  a  son  and  a  daughter.  The  latter, 
Gertrude  de  Lacy,  had  been  the  constant  sharer 
of  Percy^s  early  confidence,  and  the  partner, 
whenever  the  discipline  of  the  house  did  not  pre- 
clude it,  of  his  boyish  pursuits.  The  son,  Gran- 
dison  de  Lacy,  had  been  die  only  emigrant  firom 
the  family  mansion,  for  Sir  Hugh  would  on  no  ac- 
count have  departed  firom  the  general  system  of  the 
family  to  despatch  the  heir,  after  a  certain  resi- 
dence at  the  university,  on  a  tour  through  Europe, 
under  the  superintendence  of  a  tutor,  who  had  ori- 
^nally  educated  him  beneath  the  paternal  roof,attd 
been  chosen  for  his  strict  conformity  to  the  fiunily 
predilections— or  as  others  may  choose  to  deognate 
them — ^prejudices.  This  gentleman  and  his  pro- 
teg^  were  hourly  expected  at  Lacy  Royal,  wh«i 
Percy,  so  sorely  against  his  will,  was  compelled 
to  become  an  inmate  of  it. 

Thus,  then— excepting  the  increased  distance 
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from  the  new  magnet,  which  had  awakened  sen- 
saticms  to  which  he  had  hitherto  been  a  stranger, 
Percy  had  little  to  comjdain  of  in  the  exchange 
of  reflidenoe.  He  was  no  longer  subjected  to  the 
fxpnces  of  the  valetudinarian — ^he  was  more  mas- 
ter of  his  own  actions,  and  less  open  to  observa- 
tion, in  proportion  as  he  was  removed  firom  the 
immediate  seat  of  government — at  least,  so  he  rea- 
sened^-and  so,  in  ftdl  confidence  of  his  inferences, 
he  presented  the  letter  which  his  fietther  had  en- 
trusted to  his  care,  for  Sir  Hugh. 

"  Your  excell^t  &ther,  Mr  Percy  Rycott,  is,  I 
trust,  in  good  health  ?^ 

^  As  good  as  usual.  Sir  Hugh.^ 

"  Humph*— and  your  worthy  mother  ?^ 

"  Quite  weU,  Sir  Hugh.'' 

^^  I  am  heartily  glad  to  hear  it — and  good  Mr 
Paston?" 

"  As  stout  as  ever.  Sir." 

<<  Good — there  are  few  gratifications  more  un- 
alloyed  than  the  pleasure  we  derive  firom  the  hap- 
piness of  those  whose  merits  entitle  them  to  so  large 
ashareofit.  LadyRodolphadeLacywillbecharm- 
edto  seeiier  young  firiend — ^herLadyshipis  out  up- 
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on  her  usual  roimd  of  charitable  vidts,  but  will 
be  home  to  dinner  pimctually  at  two.  We  are 
old-&8hioned  regular  folks,  Mr  Percy  Rycott,  as 
you  know. — I  hope  Mr  Rycott,  your  worthy  fii- 
ther  has  not  given  into  these  new-fangled  fashions 
and  hours,  which  turn  night  into  day  P*" 

^^  Our  dinner  hour  at  home.  Sir  Hugh,  is  six."^ 

^^  I  am  grieved  to  hear  it— our  wiser  ancestors 
took  their  substantial  meal  at  twelve — ^but  times 
and  opinions  are  altered,  I  wish  I  could  add  fgr  the 
better. — We  will  call  a  new  subject. — Pray,  Mr 
Percy  Rycott,  what  was  the  name  of  the  young 
man,  concerning  whose  appointment  in  the  customs 
at  Whitehaven  you — so  much  to  your  credit-— 
were  interested  in  ?^ 

**  Loo  Bellenden — I  beg  pardon.*" 

"  That  surely  was  not  Ae  name.^ 

^^  No,  no.  Sir  Hugh, — I  mistook  your  question  ; 
you  were  speaking— of-— of  my  fiither.'* 

"  Indeed,  Mr  Percy,  I  was  not  referring  to  that 
worthy  gentleman  at  the  moment — but  perhi^ 
you  had  something  yourself  to  say  respecting  the 
individual  in  question— and  I  can  easily  postpone 
my  inquiry.*" 
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"  No,  indeed,  Sir.^ 

^^  I  should  know  the  name — ^Bellenden  t  think 
it  was.* 

"  What  do  you  know  of  it,  Sir  Hughr  de- 
manded Percy  eagerly. 

'^  It  is  a  name  of  some  note  in  the  norih — let 
me  see — ^there  was,  as  far  back  as  the  reign  of  Ed- 
ward the  Fourth,  a  ^  Bolsover  Bellenden.* 

^  No,  no.  Sir— that  wotf  t  do.'^ 

'^  WonH  do !  How  am  I  to  imderstand  you, 
my  good  Mr  Percy  T 

^  I  misan.  Sir  Hugh,  that  8he--chat  is,  he— 
is  not T 

^^  Certainly  not  the  name  you  gave  me.* 

"  I  gave  yow.  Sir  T 

"  For  the  tide-waiter'^s  place  at  Whitehaven." 

^^  Hoh ! — ^no.  Sir, — assuredly  not — I  recollect 
now — it  was  — * 

"  Not  BeQenden,  Mr  Percy.'' 

"  Niv— Bob ^" 

**  Why  will  you  dratroy  the  beauty  of  our 
language,  worthy  Mr  Percy,  by  abbreviations  ?-« 
Robert  is  much  softer,  and  certainly  a  more  propier 
iqipellation  for  a  rational  being  than  Bob.* 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


212  PEBCY  MALLOEY. 

"  Robert  Grub.'' 

<^  A  very  different  appellation  from  Bellenden, 
Mr  Percy.'' 

"  Very  different,  indeed  r  sighed  Percy. 

<^  I  would  have  taken  the  liberty  of  reading 
good  Mr  Rycott's  letter  in  your  presence,  Mr 
Percy,  being  quite  among  friends — but  I  confess 
that  I  see  so  much  mischief  and  confrision  arising 
in  the  world,  from  the  neglect  of  those  petUes 
morales,  of  which  my  respected  and  ever-to-be- 
lamented  relative.  Sir  Charles,  was  so  observant, 
that  I  am  loath  to  break  in  upon  the  nicest,  and 
what  some  might  call  even  &stidious  points  of 
etiquette." 

**  Oh !  pray  don't  mind  me,  Sir  Hugh,"  cried 
Percy,  panting  for  a  release. 

"  I  refer  to  things,  Mr  Percy  Rycott,  not  to  in- 
dividuals-—it  is  from  the  want  of  this  distinction^ 
that  much  of  that  confrision  which  I  deplore  has- 
arisen.  I  will  withdraw  to  my  study,  and  in  the 
meantime  Miss  Gertrude  de  Lacy  will  have  the 
honor  to  entertain  you.  My  good  and  gentle 
Gertrude, — ^for  you  are  all  goodness  and  g6ntle- 
ness«->the  son  of  our  worthy  neighbour,  Mr 
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Rycott,  win  expect  you  to  do  the  honors  of  the 
house,  in  Uie  absence  of  your  excellent  mother.^ 

Sir  Hugh  took  the  hand  of  his  daughter,  and 
gently  stoojpng  upon  it,  added  to  Percy?— with 
what  would  make  at  least  six  modem  bows-— . 
^^  For  a  short  interval,  Mr  Percy,  yonr  most 
obedient,^  and  left  the  drawing-room. 

Percy,  reUeved  from  the  presence  of  the  Baro- 
net, who,  with  all  his  respect  and  real  veneration 
for  him,  was  considered  somewhat  of  a  damper, 
by  a  youth  of  Percy's  vivacity— entered  more 
ftedy  into  conversation  with  Grertrude  de  Lacy, 
towards  whom  he  had  ever  felt  the  affection  of  a 
brother.  When  alone  with  her  he  was  permitted  to 
call  berGkrtrude-*and  on  some  occasions,  she,  with 
only  a  slight  Uush,  at  such  a  transgression  of  here- 
ditary etiquette,  ventured  upon  the  freedom  of  re- 
sponding ^^  Percy.*"  Her  character  must  speak  for 
itself;  but  it  is  not  to  be  expected^  that,  educated 
beneath  her  paternal  roof,  and  imder  the  strictest 
Gnmdison  forms  of  government,  she  should  al- 
together partake  of  the  free  and  unembarrassed 
manner  of  her  modem  contemporaries. 

Percy  was  too  frdl  of  one  subject  to  have  much 
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to  say  upon  any  otheor — and  fearing  that  his  fiu 
therms  letter,  especially  as  he  was  not  accustomed 
to  write  very  long  ones,  might  be  too  soon  dis- 
patched, and  bring  back  Sir  Hugh,  before  he 
could  get  half  through  his  story,  he  proposed  to 
Gertrude  to  take  a  stroll  in  the  park  or  the  gardens. 

*^  There  can  be  no  impropriety  in  it,^  she  said, 
half  in  the  tone  of  doubt,  and  half  as  a  question. 

"  Improprie^!  Grertrude — why — what  has 
happened  to  you  ?^ 

"  I  will  just  step  to  my  room,  then  for  my 
gloves  and  cloak.^ 

<<  Oh ! — go  as  you  are — ^the  weather  is  like 
spring.'' 

"  Nay,  Mr  Percy — ^you  would  not  have  me 
appear  abroad,  as  in  my  own  apartment  ?^ 

^^  You  often  have,  Grertrude — and  who  on  earth 
is  to  observe  you  ?'' 

<<  I  was  giddy,  my  dear  Mr  Percy,  and  did 
not  attend  to  — — " 

^^  Run,  then,  my  dear  Grertrude,  for  we  have 
not  a  moment  to  lose.*" 

I  will  not  promise  to  run — ^but  I  will  lose  no 
time  in  returning,"  and  she  retired  accordingly. 
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^<  She  is  not  half  so  amkhle,^  gighed  Percy, 
^  as  when — as  she  used  to  bo  .  She^l  become  a 
pig  like  themselves.^ 

He  walked  himsdf  into  a  feveret  in  traversing 
the  room — ^looking  every  instant  at  the  door,  be- 
tween hope  and  fear— -not  knowmg  which,  at  this 
snail^s  pace,  would  be  first  to  return— Sir  Hugh 
or  his  daughter. 

At  this  moment  he  heard  the  heavy  sound  of 
an  approaching  carriage — ^he  beheld  the  arrival  of 
the  old  £unily-coach,  with  four  long-tailed  blades, 
and  threw  himsdf  into  a  chair  in  perfect  despair. 
He  would  have  left  the  apartment,  but  knew  not 
where  to  go.  The  room  opened  into  the  great 
hall,  and  there  La^  Rodolpha  de  Lacy  would 
be  in  a  few  moments.  There  was  another  door, 
but  it  opened  upon  a  suite  of  rooms  conducting  to 
Sr  Hughes  library.  Rendered  desperate  at  last, 
when  he  heard  the  steps  of  the  carriage  let  down 
at  the  great  haU-door,  he  seized  the  lock  of  the 
side  door,  and  suddenly  opening  it,  dashed  for- 
ward, alas! — ^into  Sir  Hughes  arms,  who  stood 
petrified,  and  nearly  overturned  by  so  unaccustom- 
ed a  mode  of  approach. 
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He  demanded,  '^  If  any  thing  had  ha^p^edto 
ahum  hU  good  young  firiend?^ 

Percy  Mtered  out  something  in  the  Bhiq)e  of  an 
i^logy— but  Sir  Hugh  was  rather  partial  to  de- 
tails—and commenced  a  sort  of  catechism  whidi 
scarcely  ever  fiuled  of  elidting  them. 

"  Sorry !— what  should  make  you  sorry,  my 
excellent  young  friend  ? — ^Whith^  were  you  going 
with  such  speed,  as  nearly  to  have  occasioned  the 
loss  of  my  equilibrium  ?^ 

*^  Going,  Sir  Hugh  r 

**  Groing,  Mr  Percy— it  is  among  other  innora- 
tions  of  the  present  day,  I  perceive,  to  repeat  in- 
stead of  answering  questions.^ 

^^  My  dear  Sir — I  was  going — going  to  take  a 
walk.'' 

^^  I  should  have  said  rather  that  you  were  go- 
ing to  take  a  run," — and  the  old  gentleman  smil- 
ed at  this  little  discursive  attempt  at  a  joke. 

Percy  thought  himself  secure  after  this  little 
excess  on  the  part  of  his  companion,  joined  in  the 
smile,  which  at  length  degenerated  into  a  laugh. 
But  this  indecorum  operated  rather  as  a  check 
than  a  ftirther  incitement  to  the  Baronet's  hilarity^ 
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80  that  Percy  was  oUiged  to  resettle  his  counte- 
nance, and  answer  to  Sir  Hu^^s  inquiring  look 
that  ^^  he  was  going  to  walk  with  Grertrude.^ 

^*  Miss  Gertrude  de  Lacy,  Mr  Percy,  was  not, 
I  apprehend,  going  to  run  with  you.^ 

Percy  was  again  thrown  out— and  the  sound 
of  voices  in  the  room,  on  whose  threshold  this 
short  dialogue  had  taken  place,  became  a  pretext 
to  retreat,  when  he  thus  found  himself  engaged  in 
such  unequal  hostility.  Sir  Hugh  followed  him 
with  an  air  of  somewhat  more  hauteur  than  usual, 
nor  did  he  relax  much  of  this  when  he  actually 
perceived  Miss  de  Lacy  standing  beside  her  mo- 
ther, in  a  dress  that  clearly  indicated  her  inten- 
tion either  to  walk  or  run,  with  Percy,  even  as  he 
had  ventured  to  affirm. 

Lady  Bodolpha  de  Lacy  had  advanced  to  meet 
Percy,  and  after  a  curtsey,  which  even  migesty 
can  scarcely  draw  forth  in  these  degenerate  times, 
hdd  out  herhand  towards  him  in  token  of  her  Lady- 
ship^s  peculiar  condescension.  He  bent  upon  it, 
as  he  had  been  uniformly  taught  to  do— and  her 
Ladyship,  recovering  herself,  walked  towards  her 
own  liigfa4)acked  arm-chair,  on  the  left  ^de  of  the 
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fireplace.  There  duly  seated  in  a  posture  that 
would  have  detected  a  fiilse  perpendicular  in  the 
original  manufiu;turer  of  the  chair,  had  he  been 
guilty  of  the  error — she  ^iberately  folded  up  a 
pair  of  black  lace  ^ves  or  mittens,  which  she  had 
drawn  from  her  arms.  With  equal  precision  she 
stroked  down  the  ruffles  which  clustered  from  her 
elbow,  and  brought  them  in  quintuple  glory  to 
fidl  just  within  the  line  of  her  ladyship^s  garnet 
Inacelets,  elapsed  and  collected  round  two  large 
miniatures  of  Sir  Hugh  as  a  boy  and  as  a  lover. 
She  then  graciously  turned  to  the  party,  who 
had  remained  standing,  and  requested  they  would 
^^  be  seated^ — and  with  sweet  complacency,  corn-* 
menced  her  inquiries  respecting  the  health  of 
"  good"  Mr  Rycott— the  worthy  Mrs  Kycott— 
and  the  estimable  Mr  Paston,  to  all  which  the 
waited  for,  and  received  full  and  particular  an- 
swers,  from  the  mortified  and  fidgetting  Percy— 
who  had  once  or  twice  risen  from  his  seat  to  re- 
lieve himself  from  the  irritation  of  his  jfeelings— - 
and  was  as  constantly  requested  again  ^^  to  be 
seated.'' 

"  May  I  take  the  liberty  of  asking  Mr  Percy 
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Bycott  if  he  has  brought  with  him  the  recipe  for 
^asmodic  affecdons,  which  Monsieur  Schwarti 
was  to  send  me  by  the  first  conyeyance  ?^ 

^'  I  am  sorry.  Madam,  to  say— either  he  or  I 
entirely  forgot  it^ 

"  He— Mr  Percy — ^would  hardly  have  forgot- 
ten what  I  considered  worthy  o£  being  accepted 
as  a  fiivour  at  his  hand.^ 

^^  Oh,  surely  not-— but  your  Ladyship  is  not 
awaze,  that  I  left  home  unexpectedly — ^that  i»— 
at  very  short  notice."^ 

'^  He  surely  was  aware  of  such  an  event,  Mr 
Percy  Rycott; — ^you  did  not  leave  home,  I  pre- 
sume, without  some  preparations,  for  a  visit  to 
Lacy  Royal  r 

'^  Lddeed,  my  dear  Madam,  I  did— I  never  con- 
cern myself  about  such  things.*"    . 

"  Mr  Percy  Rycott  T 

'<  Besides — I  was  off  before  day-breaL^ 

Sir  Hugh,  very  dehberately,  drew  forth  his 
watdi,  and  observed  that  <^  Mr  Percy  had  not 
arrived  at  Lacy  Royal  until  near  one  o^dock; 
and,  from  the  state  of  his  cavalry^ — smiling  be- 
n^gnantly — ^^  he  had  supposed  a  ride  of  twenty 
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miles  might  havi^  been  effected  in  less  than  seven 
homs-— as  I  calculate  the  sun  to  have, risen  this 
morning  at  about  fifty-five  minutes  past  five  !— 
let  me  see        ^ 

"  I  came  round        ^ 

"  I  don't  doubt  it,  Mr  Percy.'' 

"  I  walked "^ 

<<  I  thought  I  had  seen  you  across  the  park, 
galloping  like  that  excellent,  but  rather  desperate, 
Nimrod,  Mr  Samuel  Helterskelt,  who  always  rides 
over  the  hoimds''---(smiling.) 

"  Dear,  good  Sir  Hugh" — said  her  Ladyship, 
with  a  benevolent  smile — ^^  there  is  nobody  who 
utters  a  good  thing  with  half  your  grace." 

**  Your  Ladyship"  (bowing)  "  is  all  goodness 
—I  have  little  pretensions  to  wit — ^but  there  is 
no  harm  in  a  little  innocent  pleasantry." 

^*  Harm  ! — excellent  Sir  Hugh — it  is  the  sweet- 
ener of  social  converse." 

'^  Your  Ladyship  almost  makes  me  blush," 
replied  the  gallant  Baronet,  who  rose  firom  his 
chair,  to  kiss  her  Ladyship's  presented  hand. 

Percy  rose  too — but  was  again  signoTd  to  be 
reseated,  when  Sir  Hugh  had  resumed  his  posi* 
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don  in  his  appropriated  chair,  on  Ae  right  of 
the  high  statoary  chimney-piece,  which  occtqiied, 
at  least,  one-thiid  of  that  side  of  the  apartmait 

^^  It  is  certainly  singular,  that  good  Mr 
Schwarts  should  have  omitted  to  send  the  re- 
cipe,^ repeated  hor  persevering  Ladyship— -who 
was  as  little  accustomed  to  have  her  requests  de« 
nied — as  she — ^in  common  with  her  family— for 
she,  too,  was  a  Grandison  by  propinquity — ^were 
to  relinquish  a  topic,  until  it  had  been  duly  ex* 
hausted. 

**  Perhaps  our  good  friend,  Mr  Percy,'*  ob- 
served Sir  Hugh,  <<  in  his  haste  to  leave  home^ 
forgot  it." 

"  Not  I,  upon  my  honor.  Sir  Hugh— I  nevar 
heard  of  it** 

*<  It  is  passing  strange,"^  said  her  Ladydnp, 
^^  for  I  wrote  expressly  in  the  second  postscript 
of  Sir  Hugh's  letter,  o£  the  13th  of  last  month, 
concerning  the  situation  of  the  young  man  in  the 
customs  at  Whitehaven* — Am  I  saying  any 
thing  wrong,  my  good  Sir  Hugh,  that  you  smile  ?** 
^'  It  were  impossible.  Lady  Rodolpha,  that  you 
should  ever  say  or  do  any  thing  that  is  wrong."* 
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**  You  flatter  me,  my  best  of  men.'' 

^^  I  would  not  flatter  a  prince,  as  you  know^ 
my  excellent  Lady  Rodolpha ;'"  and  he  drew  him- 
self up  like  his  great-uncle— ^^  but  my  smile,  to 
say  the  truth,  was  a  little  wicked,''  and  he  smiled 
again.  ^^  I  was  thinking  of  the  importance  of  a 
lady's  postscripts." 

*^  Ah !  now,  you  are  very  wicked,  my  dear  Sir 
Hugh,"  shaking  a  large  Chinese  figured  fim  at 
him— which  himg  pendant  on  her  Ladyship^s 
arm — ^by  a  broad  black  ribbon. 

^^  Not  absolutely  wicked,  I  hope,  dearest  Lady 
Rodolpha,  only  a  little  unjust,  if  I  did  not  make 
your  Ladyship  an  exception  to  this  general  im- 
putation upon  the  correspondence  o£  the  fair  sex 
— but  I  have  done — I  see  I  distress  the  best  df 
women,  by  reminding  her  of  her  very  excellencies. 
Ptay,  my  good  Mr  Percy — ^to  resume  the  sub- 
ject  from  which  we  have  wandered — have  you 
reason  to  believe  that  Mynheer  Schwartz  was 
unacquunted  with  your  intention  to  leave  Wol- 
ston  Worthy  so  early — that  is,  at  the  early  hour 
you  have  named  ?" 

4 
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^  On  my  bouI,  Sir  Hugh,  I  know  nothing  at 
aU  about  the  matter.^ 

'^  There  again,  my  good  young  friend — >what 
need  of  asseverations — ^unseemly  in  themselves-— 
to  attest  the  veracity  of  a  young  gentleman  of 
lumor? — I  have  been  tai^t,  from  my  earliest 
youth,  to  consider  every  species  of  what  i^  com- 
OMmty  called  *' swearing^  in  strict  abhorrence; 
and  I  remember  upon  an  occasion-——^  Here  the 
£ist  dinner  bell  sounded  from  the  old  turret  <^ 
(be  castle,  like  a  summons  to  devotion — ^and  ap- 
peared to  be  holden  in  equal  .reverence  by  each 
individual  of  the  assembled  party,  who  rose  in- 
stinctively from  .their  seats  as  the  first  stroke  was 
heard.  Sir  Hugh,  gently  inclining  his  head  to- 
wards Percy,  and  encouraging  him  by  the  promise 
that  he  would  conclude  what  he  had  to  say  ^^  at 
a  more  fit  season.^ 

Percy  was  prepared  to  speed,  like  an  arrow  from 
a  home-drawn  bow,  from  the  killing  restraint  un- 
der which  he  had  been  labouring  ever  since  he 
had  been  pinned  down  to  his  diair — ^but  this  he 
waa  not  able  to  do  until  Sir  Hugh  had  duly 
handed  her  Ladyship  to  the  foot  of  the  grand 
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Staircase,  followed  by  his  daughter,  where,  having 
raised  a  hand  of  each  to  his  lips,  he  retired  to  his 
own  dressing-room,  in  order  to  sacrifice  to  the 
graces. 
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apartment.  How  was  he  to  get  through  dinner 
— ^then  a  long,  long  afternoon,  to  say  nothing  of 
an  endless  evening  to  follow  ?-»Why  was  he  to 
be  tormented  with  the  sins  of  Sir  Hughes  grand- 
sures  and  great-uncles,  who  felt  hungry  at  two 
o^clocky  instead  of  waiting  rationally  till  six  ? — 
He  would  not  submit  to  it. — Grertrude  would  not 
be  allowed  to  converse  with  him — and  thus  the 
only  d(moewr  that  reconciled  him  to  the  visit  was 
at  once  snatched  from  him.  Up  to  the  period  of 
his  last  abode  here — -just  six  months  before— he 
had  been  treated  as  a  boy — until  eighteen,  he  and 
Grertrude,  his  junior  by  a  year,  had  only  bera 
admitted  with  the  dessert-^and  were  able  to  run 
riot  together,  at  a  distance  from  the  house,  whilst 
the  old  superannuated  gouvemante  dosed  in  the 
school-room.  How  cordially  did  he  regret  his 
hoop,  and  his  trap-ball ! — But  those  happy  days, 
alas !  were  flown— and  though  he  had  found  it 
tedious  and  irksome  on  the  first  investiture  of  the 
toga  viriUSf  it  had  been  fitted  upon  him  so  gra- 
dually, accompanied  by  a  sjnoipathy  and  associa- 
tion with  another  sufferer,  that  it  was  forgotten  as 
soon  as  passed^-but  nowa— now  that  he  felt  stone 
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Wills — fences— ^vay  tluDg  in  the  shape  of  a 
boundary— as  a  sort  <^  prison— now,  when  he 
yeamed  to  give  Aill  scope  to  all  the  tomult  of  his 
feelings  on  the  mountain  peak,  and  £ur  above  all 
mortal  ken  or  conununiim,  to  be  doomed  to  a 
domestic  '*  Tread-MiU,'"  in  every  motion  of 
whidi  he  was  perfectly  experienced,  and  had 
feund  himself  condemned  to  hard  labour,  was  be* 
yond  the  endurance  even  in  proqpect.  He  would 
leare  die  house,  and  incur  a  double  pena%  for 
breach  of  orders,  and  breach  of  etiquette-*-fiins 
equally  unpardonable  in  th^  two  courts-*4he  au- 
thority of  whose  laws  he  had  never  yet  been  hardy 
enough  to  dispute. 

^^  Master  Percy,^  said  his  servant  altering, 
and  staring  round  the  room— ^^  the  second  bell 
win  ring  in  six  minutes— and  all  the  fet  will  be 

in  the  fire  if "^ 

<M  don't  know  that  I  shall  dine  at  alL"" 
^  Not  dine,  Mi^r  Percy-Hihat  would  be  a 
queer  joke.^ 
**  No  jdke  to  me— I  {Hromise  you."* 
^<  Lackaday !  Sir— there's  Madam— Lady  Red 
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Duffer^s  silks  rustliiig  on  the  stairs — and  dinn^'s 
always,  your  Honor  knows,  to  a  minute.'" 

Percy  could  not  make  up  his  mind  during  the 
few  seconds  left  for  deliberation — ^but  just  then 
recollecting  that  his  resolution  might  be  taken  af- 
ter dinner  as  well  as  before,  he  hastened  his  toil- 
ette in  order  to  gain  time  to  digest  his  plan  of  re- 
bellion before  he  openly  declared  himself— but 
his  resolution  came  somewhat  late,  for  the  fiital 
signal  tolled  from  the  turret,  and  he  had  hitherto 
only  undressed  himself. 

^^  Confound  these  shoes,  blockhead ! — there  are 
no  strings  to  them — give  me  my  gaiters.*" 

A  knock  at  the  door. 

"  Come  in — ^who  the  deuce  ?'^ 

**  Sir  Hugh  and  Lady  Rodolpha,^  said  a  grey- 
headed servant  in  a  full  worsted-lace  liyery— 
"  wait  dinner  for  you.  Sir.** 

^^  Beg  them,  my  good  friend,  to— Whereas  the 
key  of  my  dressing-case  ?— b^  them  not  to  wait 
—I  shall  be  down  in  an  instant.^ 

"  Hav'nt  you  got  the  key,  Master  Percy  T 
asked  his  own  man — whilst  the  other  retired. 

"  Key — ^no— zounds!  how  should  I  have  it?" 
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^  I  gave  it  your  Honor— and  you  put  it  in 
yourgacket  pocket" 

^*  What  are  you  gaping  at — feel  in  the  pocket, 
can't  you  r 

"  I  dotf  t  see  your  Honor's  jacket* 

w  See  I— why?'' 

"  There  now — ^your  Honor — I'll  be  hanged  if 
it  am't  dangling  out  o'  window — ^there's  no  key 
here." 

^  Break  the  case  open." 

^^  Sir  Hugh  and  Lady  Rodolpha  send  their 
compUmaits,  Sir,"  said  another  venerable  man  in 
the  family  liyery,  half  opening  the  door,  at  which 
he  had  tapped  twice  without  being  heard ;  ^^  they 
cannot  think  of  sitting  down  without  you." 

"  Conf  pray— good  Mr  Greofirey— say  I 
have  lost  a  key."  Away  stalked  the  solemn  am- 
bassador. 

^^  It's  a  paitem  lock,  your  Honor,  and  it  won't 
be  picked." 

"  Wrench  it  open,  booby." 

^^  The  poker's  done  his  business-^ere,  your 
Honor — ^there  now-— it's  done  at  last— all  smash 
— What's  that  in  your  Honor's  hand  ?" 
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<<  Hand ! — the^  deuce  take  it— ^tU  the  key.^ 

"  That's  a  good  un.'' 

<^  Silence,  Simh-^What  the  deyil  is  there 
good  in  it  ? — ^here  button  this  sleeve.^ 

"  There'd  ne'er  a  button,  your  Honor*'' 

<^  Hands  off— ha! — see  who's  at  the  cursed  door 
again." 

<<  It's  only  me,  Master  Percy,"  said  the  most 
reverend  butler  in  person ;  <^  Sir  Hugh  and  La- 
dy Rodolpha's  best  respects,  and  cannot  think  of 
sitting  down  without  you— but  particularly  desire 
Mr  Percy  Rycott  will  not  hurry  himsel£-^e8e 
are  Sir  Hugh's  rery  words,  Mr  Percy  " 

^<  Hurty  myself! — I  shall  go  mad — say  I  am 
coming-^-coming  immediately,  good  Mr  Roland." 

*^  I  will.  Sir"— and  the  door  closed  upon  him. 

"  Give  me  my  coat,  Ben." 

"  Here,  your  Honor— you've  got  your  arm  in 
the  wrong  sleeve." 

^^Psha!" 

<^  Lud — ^if  you  hav'nt  torn  the  sleeve  nearly 
off." 

Another  step  was  heard  to  ascend  the  stairs. 

"  Is  there  no  other  ?" 
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made  his  peace  during  the  journey  across  a  hall 
that  traversed  the  whole  depth  of  the  mansion — 
and  through  a  suite  of  papered  and  bagged  apart- 
ments which  led  to  the  salon  a  diner — but  a  very 
short  observation  of  her  Ladyship^s  checked  his 
first  attempt 

**  There  were  few  points,^  she  remarked,  **  in 
which  good  Sir  Hugh  was  so  particular  as  punc- 
tuality in  all  engagements.^ 

Percy  said  no  more — ^Her  Ladyship  on  their  ar- 
rival took  her  seat  at  the  head  of  the  taUe — Sir 
Hugh  seated  himself  at  the  bottom — Miss  Grer- 
trude  andPercy  tn«  a  vis  made  up  the  |>ar^  carrie. 
Even  the  chaplain  was  absent — ^who,  though  par- 
taking in  the  fiunily  characteristics,  Percy  had 
calculated  upon  as  an  occasional  diversion  in  his 
favour — as  he  felt  little  disposed  to  take  a  share 
in  any  conversation  likely  to  occur. 

*^  Good  Dr  Patterson  is  obliged  to  absent  him- 
self on  accoimt  of  some  urgent  business  at  Ken- 
dal,^ observed  Lady  Rodolpha,  as  a  sort  of  im- 
plied apology  to  Percy  for  Sir  Hugh  taking  upon 
himself  the  duty  of  saying  grace. 

"  Indeed  I'^-^sighed  Percy— viewing  the  formi- 
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*^  that  I  should  ever  be  the  occasion  of  tonnent  to 
my  eTer-induIgent  Sir  Hugh — but  I  flatter  my- 
self if  your  present  sufierings  can  be  so  easily  re- 
lieTed,  they  have  not  been  very  excruciating — 
Am  I  not  a  saucy  creature,  Sir  Hugh  ?^ 

*^  You  are  all  excellence,  and  are  nevar  more 
endeared  to  me  than  when  your  Ladyship  suffers 
your  little  playftilness  of  fancy  to  animate  our 
happy  domestic  drdo  Grood  Roland— a  glass 
of  old  Madeira  to  your  excellent  lady.^ 

^^  You  have  forgiyen  good  Mrs  Ejiowles,  my 
best  of  friends^ — said  Lady  Rodolpha,  vith  one 
of  her  most  winning  smiles — ^^  for  her  bountiful 
extreme.'" 

^<  Sweetly  engaging  Lady  Rodolpha ! — had  I 
really  cause  of  offence,  your  Ladyship^s  happy 
mode  <^  intercession  would  make  me  forget  it, 
in  the  admiration  of  a  talent  so  peculiarly  your 
own." 

**  lEQnd  Sir  Hugh  ! — ^you  will  make  me  vain." 

^^  No  one  has  more  reason — no  one  is  less  likely 
to  become  so  than  Lady  Rodolpha  de  Lacy  .<^— " 

"  I  declare.  Sir  Hugh — ^youmakemeblush ^ 

"  For  a  naughty  world,  excellent  woman — ^but 
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ed  on  the  countenances  of  modem  lacquies— raf- 
fled the  serene  visages  of  the  domestics. 

Sir  Hugh,  who  was  supposed  to  hear  it,  Alter- 
ed into  a  considerable  long  disclaimer,  diverging 
firom  his  own  demerits,  into  a  discussion  upon  ge- 
neral duties — and  concluded  by  observing,  <^  That 
it  was  in  the  discharge  of  these  domestic  duties^ 
by  observing  strict  justice  in  our  dealings — and 
by  watching  over  our  words  and  actions  in  the 
more  ordinary  intercourse  with  those  over  whose 
interests  and  concerns,  in  the  various  relations  of 
life,  we  are  in  any  degree  supposed  to  have  a  ccm- 
trol,  that  the  higher  duties  of  the  magistrate,  the 
legblator,  and  the  sovereign  power  itself,  are  ma- 
tured, and  beneficially  exercised — I  remember,'*^ 
he  added,  ^^  it  was  an  observation  of  that  most 
distinguished  and  exemplary  of  men,  my  ever-re- 
spected,^ and  he  brushed  a  tear  fix)m  his  eye, 
^^  great-unde  Sir  Charles — <  That  a  man's  chaiac- 
ter  might  be  known  by  the  manner  in  which  he 
would  pick  up  a  pin  from  the  floor!' '" 

**  Admirable  Sur  Charles  I''  sighed  Lady  Ro- 
dolpha. 
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<<  Excdlent  appredator  of  ezoeUence  T  return- 
ed Sir  Hugh ;  <<  but  the  moral  virtues "^ 

^^  May  I  trouble  your  Ladyship  for  some  trout 
befixre  it  is  quite  cold  .^  interrupted  Percy  Rycott 
—Miss  Gertrude  smiled. 

^^  What  is  my  amiable  Grertrude  thinking  upon, 
that  calls  up  one  of  her  sweetest  smiles  P  asked 
Sir  Hugh. 

^*  I  was  only  thinking"^— and  she  blushed — 
« thinking  that "" 

"  What,  my  good  child  ? — ^you  can  have  no 
thoughts  that  will  not  reflect  credit  on  yourself, 
and  convey  something  innocently  pleasing  to  the 
good  company.**^ 

"  Really,  my  dear  Papa ^ 

**  You  know,  my  sweet  Gertrude,^  observed 
her  Ladyship,  ^^  it  is  a  rule  in  our  fiunily  to  have 
no  reserves — your  worthy  progenitors  even  held 
it  a  virtue  to  think  aloud.'" 

^  My  dear  Mamap— I  really  am  ashamed  of 
mysel^^I  was  only  thinking  of  Percy^s  interrup- 
tbn.'' 

"  Mister  Percy — wotr,  if  you  please,  my  ex- 
cellent  Gertrude.'' 
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The  girl  blushed  again. 

<<  Say  on,  sweet  innocence,^  said  Sir  Hugh  in 
an  encouraging  tone — Sot  a  subject  once  introdu- 
ced, was  never  soflfered  to  die  a  natural  death. 

<^  Only,  Sir — I  was  struck  by  the  odd  drcum^ 
stance  of  Mr  Percy ^" 

<<  What  have  I  done,  Gertrude  ?^  asked  Percy, 
now  looking  up  fix)m  his  plate. 

*'  Miss  Grertrude — Mr  Percy  Rycott,  is  about 
to  inform  us,^  observed  Lady  Rodolpha,  draw- 
ing  herself  up  in  form. 

^^  Merely,^  continued  the  hesitatii^  girl,  ^  that 
he  should  think  of  the  fish  being  cold,  just  as 
Papa  was  talking — ^talking  of — amoral  virtues  !*" 

**  I  beg  pardon,**  said  Percy ;  "  but  —I  thought 
&r  Hugh  had  been  scolding  the  cool^  for  putting 
too  much  pepper  in  the  soup.^ 

"  I— I  scold  I  Mr  Percy  Rycott." 

'*  Sir  Hugh  Ferebee  de  Lacy  scold  his  do- 
mestics !^  exdaimed  her  Ladyship  with  a  look  of 
utter  dismay — a  sudden  convulsive  movement  agi- 
tated the  whole  line  of  domestics,  after  Mr  Stew- 
ard and  Mr  Butler  had  uttered  a  sigh,  ahnost 

amounting  to  a  groan — and  turned  up  theb  ayes 
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whilst  he  applied  hie  dean  napkin  to  the  part  af- 
fected. 

<<  It^fl  no  matter,^  obeerved  Sir  Hugh,  col- 
lecting all  his  benevolence  of  manner,  which  ap- 
peared to  be  necessary  on  the  occasion ;  ^^  Grood 
.  Richard  did  not  intend  it.^ 

^  No,  indeed,  your  Honor — Sir  Hugh.'*' 

*^  I  am  perfectly  assured  of  that — go — my 
worthy  Richard — ^you  had  better  retire— you  ap- 
pear to  be  much  agitated."" 

'^  Such  a  clumsy  fellow  !^  muttered  the  stew- 
ard. 

^^  Such  a  master  !^  repeated  the  butler. 

<*  God  bless  him  !^  whispered  the  liveried  semi^ 
chorus. 

"  The  Dresden  set,  too?"*  exclaimed  Mr  Pol- 
son,  the  steward,  in  a  louder  and  more  emphatic 
tone  of  voice. 

"  Never  mind  that,  worthy  Poison,'*  said  her 
Ladyship  smiling,  through  something  that  resem- 
bled a  passing  doud  of  irritation ;  ^^  Good  Rich- 
ard's mind  must  not  be  disturbed  by  that  reflec- 
tion.'' 
"  Heavenly,  considerate  being !"  cried  Sir  Hugh, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


CHAPTBH  XI.  241 

who  stood  in  the  JU^  of  being  rubbed  down  liice 
one  of  hift  long-tailed  coacfa-JiorBes,  by  his  zealous 
grooans — "  Not  even  the  most  provoking  of  all 
domestic  accidents  can  move  the  gall  eijovat  dove- 
like  temper — most  excellent  of  women — diou 

*<  Mistrets  of  thyself,  though  China  faO.** 

Afiairs,  at  length,  bdng  restored  to  their  pristine 
drder,  and  each  domestic  to  his  well4aiown  post-* 
the  dinner  proceeded  under  its  accustomed  forms. 
The^chiun  of  conversation,  however,  was  not  to  be 
fandren  by  the  rare  occurrence  of  an  incident  out 
of  the  ordinary  and  prescribedrules  of  the  domes- 
tic economy ,  severely  as  it  may  be  supposed  to  have 
operated  upon  certain  individuals  of  the  party. 

Wishhig  ndther  to  extienuate,  nor  yet  to  expose 
unnecessarily  any  tendency  to  impropriety  on  the 
part  of  our  Mend  Percy,  I  shall  avoid  any  refer- 
ence to  the  manner  in  which  he  attempted  to  o£^ 
apologies  for  his  implied  share  in  the  cause  of  the 
late  confusibn— or  to  the  gravity  under  which  he 
attempted  to  conceal  an  unfortunate  propensity  to 
Isug^  at  the  evil  which  he  had  occasioned.  By  the 
time  these  matters  had  been  compromised,  and 

VOL.  u  a 
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the  Baronet  was  replaced  in  die  seat  and  centre 
of  hospitality,  Percy^s  own  reflections  and  calcu- 
lations  upon  the  mode  in  which  he  was  probaUy 
doomed — ^without  the  absolutely  revolutionaiy 
movement  of  an  unceremonious  departure — ^had 
perfectly  absorbed  his  mind. — The  possibility  of 
passing  the  long  remainder  of  the  day,  as  it  had 
commenced,  had  sobered  him  down  to  die  out- 
ward demeanour,  at  least,  of  agravity  suited  to  die 
temperature  of  the  climate,  in  which  he  dius  tdt 
destined  to  vegetate— —when  Sir  Hugh'^s  voice, 
therefore,  again  reached  his  ears,  he  started  as 
if  he  had  received  a  Uow. 

**  To  resume  the  diread  of  my  observations,^ 
observed  tl»  Baronet,  ^'  which  has  been  so  un- 
accountably bnAen — butlet  that  pass— It  is  ne> 
cessary  to  observe,  my  good  Mr  Percy  Bycott, 
that  habit  which,  good  humouredly  no  doubt,  but 
certainly  not  in  strict  projniety,  you  interrupted 
me,  by  assuming  to  be  second  nature,— not  a 
word  of  apology— I  am  perfecdy  satisfled— pray 
sit  still— -Habit,  my  excellent  young  friend,  is  not, 
cannot  be  made  a  plea  for  an  infiingement  upon 
any  article  of  good  breeding,  still  less  can  it  be 
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urged  in  extenostbnof  a£dwmodeof  reuoiiiiigy 
which,  by  substitatii^  a  low— -paidon  the  expres- 
8i(Ri— a  low  play  upon  words  to  evade  their  strict 
qpfdication  to  die  cause  in  hand,  tends  to  ocm- 
finmd  truth  and  ftlsehood,  and  to  give  to  sophis- 
tiy  an  advantage  over  the  sober  results  of  sound 
reason.^ 

^  My  dear  Sit  Hugh,  I  never  dreamed  of  so- 
phistry— indeed,  I  meant  nothing  but  a  very 
awry  joke." 

^^  HiB  nuguR — ^my  good  young  firiend,  you 
know — Lady  Rodolpha  will  pardon  my  reference 
to  a  dead  language — ^it  is  perfecdy  innocent,  my 
incomparable  Lady  Bodolpha.*" 

**  How  could  it  be  otherwise,'*  returned  her 
smiling  Ladyship,  <^  coming  fimn  the  pure  source 
of  the  good  Sir  Hugh  de  Lacy's  ever         " 

*^  By  Heaven  T  exdaimed  Percy,  starting  from 
his  dudr,  ^^  diere's  somebody  coming  to  relieve 
uar 

"  Relieve  us !  Mr  Percy  Rycott  !** 
^'  It  is  a  travelling  carriage,''  continued  Percy, 
vegardless  of  the  interruption — and  thrusting  his 
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head  out  of  the  window,  the  heavy  sash  of  which 
he  had  unceremoniously  thrown  up. 

<<  The  arrival  will  be  announced,  Mr  Percy 
Rycott,^  observed  Sir  Hugh,  rather  ruffled*- 
^<  by  die  proper  attendant.^ 

<<  Four  horses-^and  the  avant  courier  at  the 
door,^  cried  the  still  exulting  Percy. 

"  May  I  request  our  good  friend,  Mr  Percy 
Rycott,  to  be  seated  ?^  continued  the  Baronet,  co- 
louring somewhat  too  highly  for  his  creed  of 
equanimity. 

"  Two  gentlemen  !^  Percy  continued,  who 
probably  did  not  hear  Sir  Hugh,  as  hb  body 
hung  half  out  of  the  window  in  tracing  the  course 
of  the  carriage  through  the  park. 

'^  It  is  not  the  custom  of  this  house,  Mr  Percy 
Rycott,  to  — — '^ 

^^  My  young  Master  !^  exclaimed  the  agitated 
butler,  Mr  Roland,  who,  with  less  ceremony  than 
usual,  had  thrown  open  the  door. 

"  Excellent  youth !''  cried  Su-  Hugh. 

'<  Beloved  Ghrandison  !^  was  all  her  Ladyship 
could  utter,  in  reducing  her  fedlings  to  the  stand* 
ard  of  propriety. 
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must  not  be  interrupted.  Are  all  the  serrants 
ready  in  the  great  haD,  worthy  Roland  7^ 

<<  I  left  them,  ranging  under  Mr  Pdbon^s 
order,  Sir  Hugh." 

^'  Grood— go— take  your  place— and  when  die 
carriage  arrives  at  the  entrance,  do  you  announce 
it  to  your  excellent  Lady  and  myself  and  die 
good  party  present." 

**  I  win,  honored  Sir." 

"  Worthy  Roland!— Are  you  ecpial,  best  of  mo- 
diers,  and  let  me  add— of  wives,"  as  he  rose  to 
take  her  Ladyship^s  hand,  and  bend  upon  it— 
^^  are  you  equal  to  the  public  reception  of  our  be> 
loved  son  ?" 

^^  Ever  equal  to  any  commands  of  the  most 
considerate  and  indulgent  of  husbands,"  returned 
her  Ladyship,  sweetly  smiling. 

Percy  was  hurrying  again  towards  the  door, 
but  again  was  doomed  to  be  intercepted  by  Sir 
Hugh. 

^'  No  one,  Mr  Percy,  is  more  indulgent  than 
mysdf  towards  the  vivacity  of  youth;  but  a  breach 
of  decorum  even  in  moments  ■■  "  Here  die 
Baronet  was  checked  by  a  sort  of  shout  from  die 
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ImU,  and  the  aooompanying  soimd  of  carriage- 
wheeb  through  the  vaulted  roof,  was  the  signal 
ioT  the  order  of  march.  Sir  Hugh,  taking  the 
hand  of  her  Ladyship,  directed  the  attention  of 
Percy  to  Miss  Gertrude,  whose  arm  he  unoere- 
moniously  drew  within  his  own,  and  almost  press- 
ed upon  the  heds  of  his  superiors,  by  his  anxiety 
to  greet  his  old  playfellow  Grandison.  Sir  Hugh 
^^never  thrown  off  his  guard— requested  the 
young  man  to  take  his  daughter's  hand— 4md 
ptomised  to  conclude  what  he  had  to  say  further 
upon  decorum  at  a  more  leisure  moment.  ^^  He 
wished  not,^  he  added,  ^^  the  feelings  of  his  dear 
son  to  be  shocked  by  any  breach  of  that  decent 
etiquette,  to  which  he  had  been  habituated  from 
his  cradle.^ 

Sir  Hugh  and  Lady  Rodolpha  approached  the 
great  entrance,  just  near  enough  to  terminate  the 
▼ista  of  the  avenue  formed  by  the  line  of  male 
and  female  domestics  of  Lacy  Royal,  on  either 
side— and  just  time  enough  to  see  the  heir  and 
hope  of  the  family  honors  descend  from  the 
carriage  at  the  foot  of  a  broad  flight  of  stone 
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Steps,  niiich^conducted  to  the  massy  folding  doon 
of  the  grand' entrmce. 

There  was-ample  time,  as  well  as  space,  to  af- 
ford the  worthy  host  and  hostess  a  foil  oppcnrtu- 
nity  of  making  their  observations  upon  the  per- 
son and  appearance  of  Mr  Grandison  de  Lacy. 

^^  The  excellent  youth  still  preserves  the  dig- 
nified deportment  of  the  family,^  observed  the 
Baronet  complacently  to  his  Lady. 

<^  Ligenimus  Grandison  ! — but  what,  my  good 
Sir  Hugh,  has  the  beloved  child  of  my  heart 
tied  round  his  neck  ?^ 

*^  It's  a  Belcher,''  interrupted  Percy,  trusting 
his  head  forward 

"  Mr  Percy  Rycott !— we  are  not  accustomed 
to ^" 

^^  Good  Heavens  V  exclaimed  Lady  Rodol- 
pha,  ^<  he  walks  lame*-I  trust  no  acddent         ^ 

^^  Harbour  no  fears,  my  too  sensitive  Lady 
Rodolpha  r  mi  Sir  Hugh  soothingly. 

*^  His  eyes  seem  affected.  Papa,''  whiqpered 
Miss  Gertrude.  **  Grandison  never  used  a  glass 
before  he  left  England.'" 

"  None  of  the  Grandisons  were  near-sighted,'' 
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aaidher  Ladydiip^  who  had  alsooiwenreddiatlie 
was  eydng  eveiy  thing,  and  every  pefson,  tfaroogh 
Mb  glass — but  there  was  no  moie  time  fer  obser- 
Tmtioii — the  hero  approached.    He  was  in  a  fiu 
shimiabk  travdling  imdre8»— -woie  aeoloined  silk 
handkerdiief  round  his  nedc,  a  surtout  covered 
widi  frogs,  and  lined  with  saSblesl    One  ann,  ne- 
gligently thrown  through  that  of  his  traveling 
eompanion,  carried  loosely  an  ornamented  forag- 
ing cap,  whilst  the  other  soppOTted  the  glass  held 
to  his  eye,  which  seemed  to  be  fixed  by  no  pard- 
cular  object  in  the  vagoe  direction  in  which  it 
wandered.    There  was  an  indolent  lounge  in  his 
gait,  which  his  good  mother,  alas !  mistook  for 
some  iiaturai  or  acquired  defect — and  to  the  so- 
lemn reverences  c£  the  liveried  phalanx,  as  well 
as  the  less  disciplined  bobs  of  the  household  dam- 
sels,  the  same  placid  inclination  of  die  head  was 
returned,  inthout  exception — ^until,  towards  the 
end  of  the  line,  as  he  approached  the  heads  of  die 
family — ^whom  he  had  not  yet  discovered — a  cher- 
ry-cheeked dairy-maid  attracted  his  eye — ^wfaom 
he  ^^  patted  under  the  chin  ;^  and  turning  to  his 
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companion,  obaenred,  '^  A  fine  Cumbedsod  pqp- 
pin,  upon  my  sonl,  Birty  !^ 

Sir  Hugh  and  Lady  Bodoljdia  absolutely  start- 
ed,  in  defiance  of  the  habitual  rigidity  of  their 
muscles — but  they  fidt  that  it  was  not  intended 
fiir  their  ears,  and  sudd^y  reg^dning  their  sd£. 
possession,  graciously  advanced  a  &w  stqps,  hand 
in  hand,  towards  their  son. 

^^  My  bdoved  Grandison  !^  cried  her  Lady- 
ship, whh  a  tearM  eye. 

^^  Welcome,  most  excellait  son,  to  the  Hall  of 
thy  fiithers  1"^  exclaimed  Sir  Hugh. 

**  Hah  !^  looking  at  them  through  his  glass, 
<^  my  fiither,  and  my  lady  mother  here  tooT 
shaking  bath  with  a  listless  c(»diality  by  the 
hands,  which  had  be^  extended  for  him  to  kiss 
upon  his  bended  knees.  ^^  Delighted  to  see  you 
— am,  upon  my  honor— not  a  day  older — ^who 
should  think  of  seeing  you  in  the  Hall  am<nig  this 
omnifim  gatherem — taken  by  surprise,  ^n  my 
soul.*** 

^^  Where  should  we  be,  Mr  Grandison  de 
Lacy,  but  in  our  proper  station?^  demanded  Sir 
11 
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Birtwhistle,^  again  taking  the  ann  of  his  friend. 
There  was  some  derangement  in  the  order  of 
march,  and  Gnmdison,  seizing  his  sister  round 
the  waist,  gave  the  trembling  girl  a  very  hearty 
salute,  who,  reddening,  as  her  parents  turned  in 
more  awfiil  confiudon  at  so  perseyering  a  breach 
of  decorum,  hastily  withdrew  from  his  embrace. 

<<  Don't  be  alarmed,  child.  We  shall  be  at 
some  larouble  to  polish  you,  if  we  find  you  worth 
the  pains — ^if  not,^^-and  he  ai^>eared  to  forget 
the  altematiye. 

When  the  party  had  entered  the  great  par- 
lour. Sir  Hugh  and  Lady  Rdddpha,  who  were 
unable  to  reconcile  the  tisiUe  alteration  which 
had  taken  place  in  the  manners  of  their  son  and 
heir,  with  any  of  their  preconceived  notions  of 
what  their  son  and  heir  ought  to  be,  were,  neyer- 
theless,  too  conversant  with  all  the  duties  which 
attached  to  their  own  station,  to  omit  any  thing 
which  the  family  had  been  accustomed  to  do  upon 
similar  occasions. 

Having  again  welcomed  Mr  Grandison  de  Lacy 
to  his  paternal  home.  Sir  Hugh— after  Lady  Ro- 
dolpha  had  taken  up  her  position  in  her  own  chair 
10 
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—Mated  himself  in  his,  and  those  who  had  been 
properly  drilled^  followed,  of  course,  in  r^iilar 
succession,  to  their  allotted  stations. 

^^  Be  seated,  my  good  son,^  said  Sir  Hugh, 
addressing  Grandison,  who,  with  his  glass,  was 
viewing  a  picture  which  hung  within  one  of  the 
oakpannels. 

*^  A  vile  daub,  my  good  fiither— no  more  a 
Claude  than  the  arms  on  my  carriage.^ 
^<  It  has  been  reckoned         ^, 
**  No  matter.'' 

**  Pray,  be  seated.  Mister  Grandison,'*  rqieat- 
ed  Sir  Hugh,  even  more  sternly. 

<<  Can't  think  of  it,  my  kind  father— these 
diairs  could  never  be  meant  to  be  used." 
*«  Grandison !" 

<^  Drag  that  piece  of  lumber  out  of  the  comer, 
Birtwhistle— it  implies  the  notion  of  a  so&, 
though  confoundedly  distorted  in  the  fabrication 
—I  daresay  it  is  not  nailed  to  the  walL" 

<<  Is  this,  Mr  Grandison  de  Lacy,  the  manner 
in  which  your  reception         " 

^^  Don't  disturb  yourself,  my  best  of  fiithers— 
stand  iqpoa  no  cercanony  with  me-— I  am  con- 
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mmedly  tired  with  traTeUing  over  these  infienMl 
cross  roads,  and  positively  cannot  answer  a  wotd 
dll  BirtwhisUe  has— nay,  Birty— take  all  thoae 
cushions         ^ 

^'  It  is  necessary,  Sir,**  int^rapted  Sir  Hu^ 
no  longer  able  to  contain  himself;  ^^  it  is  neces- 
sary, m  this  house,  that  the  master  -—^^ 

^^  Nay,  my  good  fiither-— dispense  widi  all  this 
form-— I  am  in  the  habit  of  making  myself  com- 
fortable wherever  I  go-— that  will  do,  Birty— p> 
place  another  under  my  head— that^s  right.  Now, 
my  respected  fiither,  I  am  all  attention  to  any 
requisition  you  may  have  to  make,  only  firsts'*' 
pulUig  out  his  watch,  as  he  lay  half  recumbent 
upon  the  old  tapestry  worked  soft,  ^^  only  first 
inform  me,  at  what  hour  we  may  eipect  dinner.^ 

^^  Mr  Orandison !— Sir  f-*but  I  am  unwilling 
to  express  all  that  I  fed  —— "" 

<<  Perfectly  natural,  my  best  of  ftthers— feeU 
ings,  and  all  that— but  they  are  consumedly  fii- 
tiguing,  and  we  will  take  them  for  granted.^ 

<<  But — but — Mr  Grandison  de  Lacy— 4here 
are  forms  which  cannot  be  dispensed  with."" 

^^  Oh,  banish  them  all  in  mercy — ^no  set  dinner 
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—treat  us  not  as  strangers-— my  own  man  can 
tbiow  up  a  wuffiet  at  half  an  bourns  notice-»-caa 
he  npt)  Birtwhifltle  r 

«  Just  so.'' 

^'  The  establishment  at  Lacy  Royal,'*  obsenred 
Lady  Bodolpha,  more  erect  in  her  diair  than 
usual,  ^^  requires  no  foreign  aid,  my— 4ny  dear 
son  Grandison.** 

^^  Nothing  without  it — ^your  English  cooks, 
my  excellfflit  mother,  are  barbarians — are  they 
not,  Birty?" 

«  Perfectly  so.'* 

<<  But,"  continued  the  unlucky  heir,  who  seem- 
ed  unconscious  of  giving  ofienoe,  ^^  we  wander 
from  the  point,  as  you,  my  dear  fiither,  used  to 
say— -you  see  I  have  not  forgotten  old  dmes." 

'^  I  am  compelled  to  say,  Mr  Grandison  <fe 
Lacy,  you  appear  to  have  forgotten  yourself." 

^  As  much  as  possible,  my  good  Sir,  that  is, 
my  finrmer  rusticated  self— but  the  rust  stuck  by 
me  knger  than  might  have  been  wished — ^hey, 
Birty?" 

"  Even  so." 
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**  I  owe  mochy^  contiiraed  he,""  to  Biriwfaistle 
— liey,Birty?'* 

"  You  do  me  honor." 

Lady  Rodolpha,  perceiving  the  agitation  of  Sir 
Hugh,  and  anxious  to  avert  a  storm,  which,  being 
of  rare  occurrence,  might  burst  like  another  erup- 
tioR  of  Vesuvius,  rekxed  somewhat  of  her  own 
conscious  dignity,  in  the  hope  of  yet  averting  it. 

"  You  have  neglected,  my  dear  Grandiaon,  to 
present  your  firiend,  Mr  ,  the  worthy  gende- 

man  who  has  done  us  the  honor  of  accompanying 
you  to  — ** 

^  Ten  thousand  pardons,  my  respected  moth^^ 
I  am  the  most  absent  being  on  earth.  Mr  Birt- 
whistle — Sir  Hugh— Lady  Rodcdpha — ^MissGrer- 
trude  de  Lacy,  and^ — ^putting  his  glass  to  his  eye, 
and  looking  towards  Percy—"  and  — '^ 

"  My  dear  Grandison,^  asked  her  Ladyship, 
"  do  you  not  recollect  Percy  Rycott  ?" 

^^  Rycott !  Rycott — I  have  heard  the  name—* 
but  these  hyperborean  patronjrmics  strike  upon 
the  ear  like — ^I  beg  'your  pardon,  Mr  — f  Mr 
Redoubt.'' 
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*^  Rycott — surely---iny  son  Grandison  cannot, 
in  three  short  years,  have  forgotten  — '^ 

«  Oh — ha — it  comes  on  me  like  the  recollec- 
tion of  a  dream— die  old  Grim  Griflenhoof,  that 
lives         ^ 

**  By  Heavens !  Sir,**  cried  Percy,  starting  on 
his  legs— ^<  if  you  dare  utter  a  syllable— a  breath 
— feflecdng  upon  my  fiither  — — ^ 

**  Your  fiither  !— Pray,  my  good  Siy— be  paci- 
fied*—if  that  old  gentleman  has  the  honor  of  being 
your  fiither,  I  am  satisfied  he  must  be  the  most 
respectable  (^  all  old  gentlemen— but  it  is  impos- 
sible for  a  stranger,  as  I  am-— even  at  home— to 
know  the  fiithers  of  all  the  young  gentlemen  who 
hiq^pen  to  cross  me  on  my  arrival.  I  dare  swear 
I  shall  be  involved  in  a  thousand  contretems  of 
this  nature.^ 

"  Be  assured.  Sir,"  retorted  Percy,  "  I  shall 
never  cross  your  path  intentionally  again — Sir 
Hugh-^Lady  Rodolpha — I  ask  pardon ;  but  I 
cannot  consent  to  remain  another  moment  even 
under  your  roof— thus  subjected  to  insult  firom 
one  who  once  deemed  me  worthy  his  firiendship, 
and  even  confidence.'^  Sir  Hugh  rose  with  dig- 
VOL.  I.  a 
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nity  from  his  chair,  and  taking  Percy^s  hand,  ad- 
dressed him,— —* 

^^  My  excellent  young  friend— not  only  have 
you  my  pardon— but  my  fiill  and  perfect  i^proy- 
al  of  the  very  proper  expression  of  your  feelings 
at  conduct  so  strange  and  alien  to  the  habits  and 
usages  of  Lacy  RoyaL     You  are  at  liberty  to  de- 
part— although  contrary  to  the  wishes  expressed 
by  the  worthy  Mr  Rycott,  for  reasons,  with  which, 
in  hct,  he  has  condescended  to  acquaint  me.    I 
do  not  feel  myself  equal,  at  this  moment,  to  enter 
more  fiilly  upon  this— -or,  indeed,  any  other  to- 
pe—I  will  do  myself  the  honor  to  write  to  your 
excellent  fether,  as  well  as  to  yourself,  my  good 
young  friend,  when  I  can,  without  subjecting  you 
to  ill  manners— Yes,  Sir,^  turning,  with  an  inflam- 
ed  countenance,  towards  his  son,  <<  to  ill  manners, 
which  even  moderate  d^neracy  cannot  sanction 
—and  which  no  gentleman  can  either  pracdse  or 
submit  to,  whilst  a  drop  of  English  blood  drcu- 
lates  in  his  veins.^ 

The  phenomenon  of  Sir  HugVs  uncontrolled 
anger  operated  upon  Lady  Rodolpha  as  might 
be  expected.     She  feinted,  and  for  the  first  time 
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in  her  life,  perhaps,  lost  the  perpendicular  in  her 
high  back  chair,  before  her  affectionate  husband, 
her  daughter,  and  Percy,  were  able  to  afford  her 
the  necessary  aid  to  support  her  usual  erectneas 
of  posture. 

Grandison  started  firom  his  recumbent  posture 
— and,  with  symptoms  of  real  alarm  and  contri- 
tion, hurried  towards  his  mother. 

^^  ^Pon  my  soul,  I  meant  nothing,^  stammered 
he. 

<<  Stand  back,  Mr  Grandison  de  Lacy,^  said 
Sir  Hugh—''  nor  fiurther  insult  your  venerated 
and  excellent  mother,  by  appearing  before  her, 
until  you  have  releamt  how  to  conduct  yourself 
as  a  son  of  the  De  Lacys.*^ 

<'  Really — Sir— my  good  £ither—- 1  had  no  in- 
tention—had I,  Birty  ?"" 

**  None  whatever.'" 

''  Mr  Grandis(m  de  Lacy-— once  more  I  com- 
mand you  to  retire,^  said  Sir  Hugh  with  dignity, 
but  without  passion — ''  I  am  not  to  be  trifled 
wiih— -I  am  not  wont  to  be  angry,  Sir — It  has 
cost  me  much  to  subdue  the  natural  irritability  of 
ray  temper— but  that  my  efforts  have  been  suc- 
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cessfiil,  may  be,  in  some  measure,  inferred,  from 
.  my  being  able,  at  this  moment,  when  your  best  of 
mothers,  overpowered  by  the  bitterest  infliction 
that  can  befal  a  fond  and  doating  parent,  lies  the 
image  of  death  before  me—to  withhold  the  sen- 
tence of  eternal  banishment  fiom  my  heart  and 
my  house  against  you.  You  know  your  own 
apartment,  Sir^— and  a  servant  will  conduct  your 
friend  to  the  one  prepared  for  him — Not  a  word, 
Sir,""  and  he  approached  and  pulled  the  bell. 

Mr  Grandison  de  Lacy  did  not  appear  dispo- 
sed to  disobey  orders — ^but  with  a  considerable 
abatement  of  his  nonchalance^  and  with  a  coun^ 
tenance  that  bespoke  something  like  internal  emo^ 
tion,  he  bowed,  and,  taking  the  arm  of  his  friend, 
observed,  in  a  low  tone  of  voice,  "  Quite  a  scene  !*" 
to  which  Mr  Birtwhistle  responded,  ^^  Quite  so,'' 
and  they  left  the  apartment. 

I  need  not  assure  the  reader,  that  Lady  Ro- 
dolpha,  after  the  usual  expedients  upon  such  occa- 
sions  had  been  resorted  to,  was  decently  restoi^ 
to  her  senses — that,  supported  by  Sir  Hugh  and 
her  lovely  daughter,  she  was  conveyed  to  her 
dressing-room— and  that  Percy  had  measured  in 
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his  ^^miiid'^s  eye^  many  miles  of  road  from  Lacy 
Royal.  It  may  not  be  so  easy  to  calculate  in 
what  line  he  proposed  to  diverge  firom  the  centre 
of  what  he  unceremoniously — as  no  one  heard 
him— chose  to  add,  pride  and  formality — but  he 
was  a  young  man,  and  had  yet  to  learn  that  both 
pride  and  formality  may  be  very  usefiil  things  in 
dieir  way,  in  an  age  when  fiuniliarity  is  likely  to 
breed  something  of  a  much  more  active  nature 
than  mere  contempt 

Although  we  have,  with  a  few  touches,  like 
other  great  masters  in  the  sister  art,  attempted  to 
describe  the  temporary  subsidence  of  the  storm 
whidi  threatened  the  long  established  peace  of 
Lacy  Royal  with  civil  commotion,  we  are  sure  our 
readers  have  seen  enough  of  its  domestic  arrange- 
ments, to  be  aware  that  the  details  occupied  much 
more  time  and  attention  than  we  have  thought 
proper  to  bestow  upon  them.  Sir  Hugh  promised 
to  write  a  letter  to  the  elder  Mr  Rycott,  and  Sir 
Hugh  never  failed  in  a  tittle  to  redeem  a  pledge. 
—He  even  filled  up  certain  blanks  left  in  some 
fardcen  conversations,  to  which  our  readers  may 
recollect   the  worthy    Baronet    stood   pledged. 
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whilst  the  sealed  packet  was  balanced  between  his 
fore-finger  and  thtnnb ;  nor  did  the  impadenl  Per- 
cy gain  anything  by  attempting  more  than  once 
to  take  the  said  packet  from  Sir  Hughes  hand,  as 
he  held  it  forth  like  certain  great  orators,  who 
use  a  roll  of  paper  or  parchment  for  the  same 
purpose — ^that  is,  we  presume,  to  ^ve  more  ef- 
fect to  the  emphatical  periods  of  his  lecture.  In- 
deed, these  little  errors  of  judgment,  to  call 
them  by  no  harsher  name,  occasioned  two  or  three 
digressions  by  way  of  illustration  to  the  worthy 
Baronef  s  animadversions  upon  decorum  and  good 
breeding,  which  operated  practically  upon  Percy'^s 
mind  with  much  greater  effect  than  the  theory, 
which,  it  must  be  confessed,  had  not  the  fiill  be^ 
nefit  of  being  duly  heard. — Sir  Hugh  thought 
only  of  improving  the  character  of  a  young  man, 
of  whom  he  thought  highly — as  the  reader  will 
hereafter  perceive — ^whilst  Percy's  thoughts  were 
wholly  circumscribed  by  a  speculation  on  the  best 
mode  of  improving  his  unhoped  for  liberation. 
Thus  it  is,  that  a  want  of  sincerity  in  our  inter- 
course with  each  other,  occasions  a  surprisingly 
great  loss  of  time  and  good  oounsel-^or,  if  the  de- 
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gree  of  attention  necessary  to  benefit,  by  whole- 
some instruction,  were  made  the  first  point  of  cal- 
culadon,  I  have  a  great  notion,  that  lectures  and 
speeches,  of  all  descriptions,  would  be  marvellous- 
ly  curtailed — and  that  the  members  of  a  certain 
House — as  well  as  the  members  of  much  lesser 
houses,  might  be  permitted  to  go  tobedat  reason- 
aUe  hours,  and  have  their  natural  sleep,  in  the 
place  to  which  it  was  <»iginally  limited. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

Wb  have  already  premised  that  every  thing  at 
Lacy  Royal  was  conducted  like  clock-work,  and 
it  is  not  necessary  to  add,  that  clocks  will  go- 
that  is,  if  they  are  properly  wound  up— but  that, 
whether  wound  up  or  not.  Time  runs  on  at  one 
even  pace,  however  it  may  be  ndsreckoned  by 
lovers— or  by  the  auditors  of  an  unseasonaUe 
lecture.— Now  Percy,  had  he  determined  to 
take  the  plain  high  road  to  his  father^s  house, 
must  inevitably  have  been  benighted,  and,  al- 
though there  was  a  moon,  upon  which  he  might 
calculate  at  a  certain  hour,  he  either  did  not,  or 
would  not,  take  this  into  his  reckoning — night 
was  night— and  when  he  arrived  at  the  village, 
where  his  servant  had  waited  for  him  with  the 
horses  in  the  morning,  he  inquired  if  he  could  be 
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accommodated  with  abed  andstallsfor  his  cattle.—- 
The  happy  recollection  that  the  latter  might  be 
fiitigued  from  the  double  journey  of  the  day,  af- 
forded him  another  most  pressing  motive  for  re- 
maining where  he  was— and  proved  amply  suf- 
ficient to  satisfy  any  latent  curiosity  of  his  servant, 
upon  the  sulgect  of  so  unusual  a  proceeding,  if  he 
had  not  already  been  predisposed  to  the  arrange- 
ment, by  the  pleasing  anticipations  derived  from 
a  large  Uadng  fire,  which  Oluminated  the  entrance, 
from  the  door  to  the  kitchen,  which  opened  upon 
it  It  was  about  seven  o^dock— and,  as  well  as  I 
am  aUe  to  recollect,  early  in  the  month  of  Octo^ 
ber.  Percy,  it  may  be  supposed,  had  no  inten- 
tion of  sitting  down  to  read,  even  had  there  been 
an  old  thumbed  newspaper,  or  a  broken  copy  of  a 
broken  set  of  old  magazines,  at  hand  to  supply 
his  studies— One  object  filled  his  imagination— 
and  having  mechanically  refreshed  himself  with 
something  Ids  servant  had  ordered  for  the  credit 
of  his  master,  and  had  duly  set  before  him,  he 
snatched  up  lus  constant  travelling  companion, 
that  is  hispole,  and  sallied  forth  withal— or,  at 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


266 


PERCY  MALLORY. 


least,  without  admitting  eyen  to  himsdf— that  he 
had  any  particular  purpose  in  view. 

Intuitively — as  it  should  appear— he  hi^pened 
to  start  in  the  very  direction  which  pointed  to  his 
morning  ramble,  and,  after  walking  briskly  for 
some  time,  he  appeared  to  recollect  the  circunw 
stance,  without,  however,  pausing  for  a  mcMnent 
in  his  career— or  thinking  it  necessary  to  retrace 
his  steps  on  that  account — and  there  could  be  no 
other  inducement  to  alter  his  route.— -This,  per- 
haps, by  an  author  more  learned  in  matters  of 
this  nature  than  I  profess  to  be,  might  be  termed 
the  ^*  Instinct  of  Love^ — but  I  am  of  opinion 
with  those  who  leave  instinct  to  the  brute  creation, 
and  endow  man  with  the  distinguishing  fiumlty  of 
reason. — This  is  the  only  way  of  accounting  fiir 
the  latter  so  perpetually  losing  their  way— and 
the  former  never^— and  for  the  still  more  extraor- 
dinary phenomenon  of  those  who  are  the  loudest 
to  claim  a  large  portion  of  the  endowment,  being 
particularly  remarkable  for  this  disposition  to  tra- 
vel  out  of  the  high  road. 

Now  Percy,  though  a  lover— and  worst  of  all — 
a  lover  for  the  first  time— >was  a  reasoning  ani- 
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mal— and  haying  found  himself  in  the  direct 
road  of  his  wishes,  he  thought  no  more  of  the  mat- 
ter, and  indulged  only  in  an  imaginary  road  of 
his  own  creation.  The  consequence  was,  that 
he  either  turned  to  the  right  when  he  should  have 
turned  to  his  left— or  vice  versa — for  he  was  never 
Me  to  give  me  a  clear  account  of  the  business— 
and  consequently  found  himself,  as  he  stumbled 
over  a  large  stone,  in  a  spot  to  which  he  was  an 
utter  stranger,  and  that,  instead  of  being  half  way 
up  a  hill,  he  was  still  in  the  lowlands,  and  on  a 
dreary  limitless  heath. 

He  knew  a  little  of  astronomy,  that  is,  sufficient 
to  puzzle  himself  by  attempting  to  find  his  way  by 
the  stars.  He  was  well  acquainted  with  the  gene- 
ral fiu»  of  his  native  country — ^but  his  horizon 
was  bounded  by  a  thick-coming  mist,  so  that 
knowledge  strictly  local  could  alone  be  available. 
He  had,  in  making  his  dbservations,  turned  him- 
self so  firequenUy  round,  that  he  knew  not  the  di- 
rection in  which  he  had  been  advancing— «nd  no- 
thing but  the  instinct— -not  of  a  lover — but  of  a 
good  four-footed  philosopher,  could  have  enabled 
him  to  return  to  his  cover. 
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Chance — a  very  great  fikvourite  with  your  stick- 
lers for  the  sovereignty  of  reason— appeared  to  poor 
Percy,  who  was  now  compelled,  sorely  against  his 
will,  to  admit  other  objects  than  Loa  Bellenden 
to  blend  with  his  speculations,  as  the  next  best 
substitute  for  instinct— and  putdng  his  right  Iq; 
forward  in  the  direction  in  which  he  stood,  and, 
inferring  from  his  before  lauded  reasoning  powers, 
that  if  a  strait  line  be  sufficiently  extended  it  must 
come  to  some  definite  point,  or  return  into  itself, 
which,  as  he  was  not  likely  to  embrace  the  entire 
circuit  of  the  globe  in  the  course  of  a  single  night, 
was  out  of  the  question,  he  determined  to  avoid 
every  tendency  to  vary  it,  or,  in  other  words,  to 
secure  himself  against  travelling,  as  many  persons 
are  in  the  habit  of  doing— in  a  very  drcumscrib- 
ed  circle. 

The  mist  kept  increasing  around  him,  and  at 
every  step  contracting  his  view.  THe  moon,  which 
had  risen,  served  only  to  illuminate  the  haae,  and 
to  shew  him  what  it  was  that  prevented  his  seeing 
six  yards  before  his  nose.  His  lines  and  calcu- 
lations were  bewildered,  and  his  only  resource  was, 
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«  I  said  before,  to  walk  strait  forward— if  possi- 

Ue. 

He  had  pursued  his  course  very  briskly  for  some 
tme,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  himself  warm,  as 
well  as  fiom  hisanxiety  to  terminate  his' doubts  and 
difficulties.  Suddenly  the  baying  of  a  watch-dog 
caught  his  ear.  It  was  not  distant.  He  stopped 
to  catch  the  direction  in  which  the  sound  pame  to 
him — but  it  was  not  repeated.  He  advanced— 
again  he  heard  the  dog^-and  a  noise,  like  that 
made  by  a  heavy  door  creaking  on  its  hinges, 
startled  him. 

He  looked  round  about  him,  but  the  fog  had 
thidcened^-and  his  vision  was  bounded  within  the 
stretdi  of  hispole.  He  struck  itforward,  and  the 
jar  upon  his  hand  satisfied  him  that  it  had  en- 
countered some  sort  offence  or  barrier.  He  step- 
ped  cautiously  forward,  and  found  himself  dose  to 
a  high  crumbling  and  dilapidated  brick  wall.  He 
groped  his  way  along  it — and,  on  a  sudden, 
throu^  a  large  breach,  caught  several  lines  or 
streaks  of  vivid  light— which  appeared  to  be  at  no 
great  distance  from  him— and  to  come,  as  he  in- 

ftrred  through  the  crevices  of  the  dosed  shutters 
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of  a  window.  He  paused  for  a  moment  before  he 
advanced,  when,  resolving  to  reconnoitre  a  little 
before  he  demanded  admission — he  again  sounded 
his  path  with  the  pole,  and  finding  a  pretty  safe 
landing  on  the  inside  of  the  wall,  he  bounded  light- 
ly over  it,  and  descended  with  little  noise  into  the 
interior  of  a  sort  of  grass-grown  fore-court. 

He  heard  the  growling  of  the  dog  still  nearer^- 
which  again  ceased — and  as  he  thought,  from  the 
sudden  manner  of  it — at  some  other  person^s  sug- 
gestion,  rather  than  at  the  discretion  of  the  ani- 
mal. He  knew  that  gypsey  hordes  and  bands  of 
smugglers  were  in  the  haUt  oftaking  up  their  tem- 
porary abode  in  these  solitudes,  which  might  not 
be  visited  with  injpunity  by  straggling  strangers— 
and  the  sound  of  many  voices  evidently  carousing 
within  the  habitation,  which  he  now  could  almost 
define  with  his  eye,  tended  to  confirmhis  suspicions. 
All,  however,  remaining  silent  without— -and  being 
neither  fiunt-hearted,  nor  disposed  to  go  fiuther  (k 
shelter  or  a  guide,  if  either  could  be  safely  procured 
on  the  spot,  he  pursued  his  way  slowly  and  cautious- 
ly, and  step  by  step  measured  his  advance,  until  the 

mist  clearing  up  a  little,  he  could  distinguish  the 
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character  of  the  building.  It  was  one  of  those  old- 
fiuhioned  forms  which  are  stiU  found  in  many  parts 
of  England,  and,  by  their  very  structure,  proclaim 
themselves  to  be  **  haunted  houses,^  to  all  who 
aie  experienced  in  such  matters,  especially  if  they 
have  the  misfortune  to  be  without  living  tenants. 
There  were  the  high  gables,  which  were  once  con- 
sddered  su£Sciently  ornamental  to  fi)rm  the  front 
elevation  of  the  edifice — crowned  with  highly  re- 
lieved pediments.  The  centre  compartment  of  the 
building  porcgected,  forming  in  the  basement  a 
large  porch,  as  the  great  entrance  to  the  building, 
which  rose  into  a  square  tower  as  it  ascended  to 
the  embattled  parapet  which  ran  the  whole  length 
ct  the  building,  except  when  made  to  dimb  over 
the  gables  already  mentioned. 

The  structure  appeared  to  have  suffered  consi^ 
derafaly  fixmi  nq^lect,  and  the  shattered  shutters, 
dosed  upon  the  large  square  mullioned  windows — 
which  w^re  intended  as  much  as  possiUe  to  ex- 
dude  the  light  within  from  outward  observation, 
were  insuffident  for  the  purpose,  as  they  left  cer- 
tain gaps  and  interstices  through  which  a  daae 
observer  at  least  might  easily  percdve  all  that  was 
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passiiig  within.  It  was  to  avail  himself  of  this 
obvious  advantage  that  Percy  again  put  himsdf 
in  motion,  but  with  increased  caution.  He  trod 
on  tiptoe— resting  himself  gently  on  his  pole  to 
prevent  even  the  creaking  of  his  boots  being  heard, 
should  they  come  in  contact  with  a  harder  footing 
than  the  turf  which  now  bore  him.  He  gained 
the  window— and  l^  raising  himself  in  a  line  with 
the  lower  compartment  of  the  casement,  found  a 
chasm  sufficiently  large,  in  the  shutter  within,  to 
bring  the  whole  of  the  interior  under  his  view. 

He  no  longer  hesitated  in  his  decision  upon 
the  character  to  be  assigned  to  die  inmates  of  the 
mansion.  About  twelve  or  fourteen  men  of  all 
ages — but  with  countenances  more  equally  indi- 
cative of  their  desperate  mode  of  Ufe-^sat  irr^u- 
larly  round  a  table  ftimished  with  ample  store  ci 
flagons  and  small  k^s— drinking  horns  and 
pouches  to  supply  materials  for  keeping  up  the 
atmosphere  at  the  d^ree,  which  every  mouth 
was  manfully  employed  in  maintaining  by  cojn- 
ous  dischaif^  of  high..dried  and  pig-tail,  too  ge- 
nuine ever  to  have  been  submitted  to  the  adulte- 
rating hands  of  the  retailer.    Huge  packages  were 
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BMtexei  aboat  the  room,  and  heaps  of  small 
bairels  or  k^  were  piledm  parts,  so  as  nearly  to 
leadi  the  ceiling  of  the  spacious  apartment. 
Women— apparently  truly  worthy  of  their  li^e- 
lords,  who  seemed  to  have  the  whole  of  the  home 
departmaH  entrusted  to  their  hands — ^were  em- 
ployed in  difierent  parts  of  the  room,  assisted  by 
thdr  half-naked  ofisprii^  of  wild  and  tangled 
hair  brats  of  both  sexes,  firom  seven  to  fourteen 
years  of  age — in  breaking  bulk,  as  merchant  sail- 
(nra  have  it — and  distributing  into  smaller  packa- 
ges die  wholesale  contents  of  the  larger  bags  and 
diests — ^whilst  three  or  four  huge  dogs  of  the  old 
bloodhound  breed  lay  stretched  before  an  acre  of 
fiie-place,  blazing  with  a  forest  of  faggots,  asif  keep- 
mgguard  upon  the  whole,  and  jealously  turning  an* 
eje  or  an  ear  at  the  slightest  noise  to  which  they 
were  not  habitually  accustomed.  Independently 
of  the  arms  which  each  man  wore  at  his  broad 
bdt  and  at  his  side,  a  half-cocked  pistol  lay,  like  a 
fr^-glass  at  more  fashionable  tables,  as  an  ac- 
companiment to  every  drinking  horn — whilst  a 
pile  of  blunderbusses  might  have  been  mistaken 
for  a  brilliant  epergne,  had  they  not  been  placed 
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at  the  bottom  instead  of  the  c&itte  of  this  truly 
social  board  of  good  fiellowship. 

It  occupies  a  certain  portion  of  time  to  convey 
to  the  reader,  what,  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye, 
was  ascertained  by  Percy,  as  the  view  presented 
itself  before  him  like  the  cosmoramap— or  any 
other  of  the  oramas  where  people  pay  for  peepii^. 
His  retreat  was  therefore  determined  upon,  with- 
out repeating  his  survey — and  even  more  lightly 
and  cautiously  than  in  his  advance  did  he  b^in 
to  retrace  hia  steps. — ^^  What  a  lucky  dog  am  I,^ 
muttered  he  to  himself  as  he  had  nearly  reached 
the  hole  in  the  wall— <'  to  have  escaped  firom  so 
perilous  an  adventure— I''m  safe  off  now,  thank 
my  stars.*" 

"  Not  you,  by ^"  bellowed  a  terrific  voice 

in  his  ear,  and  in  an  instant  he  lay  stretdied  ap 
parently  a  corpse  upon  the  ground ! 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

When  Percy  had  in  some  measure  reoovered 
the  use  of  his  senses — ^for  the  reader  is  undoubted- 
ly aware  that  he  was  not  to  die  upon  so  unfitting 
and  dqjrading  an  occasion — ^he  found  himself  in 
a  comer  of  the  very  apartment,  which,  without 
any  intention  of  visiting,  he  had  been  fully  satis- 
fied with  surveying,  a  very  short  time  before. 
He  was  incapable  of  moving— and  from  a  slight 
observation  of  his  situation,  not  at  all  disposed  to 
make  any  experiment  upon  his  powers  of  utter- 
ance. He  felt  in  great  pain,  and  perceived  that 
he  was  covered  with  blood.  His  arms  were 
bound  ti^t  behind  him,  and  he  was  placed  in  a 
half  inclined  posture  in  the  only  spare  angle  of  a 
spacious  nxHn,  uponaheapof  straw-*in  which  he 
was  half  buried— and  at  a  considerable  distance 
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from  his  hospitable  entertainers.  He  was  fidnt 
and  sick — ^but  had  presence  of  mind  suflSdent  to 
suppress  even  a  sigh,  lest  it  might  expedite  his 
fiite— which,  nevertheless,  his  better  reason  as- 
sured him  was  inevitable,  either  from  the  wounds 
he  had  abready  received,  or  those  which  were 
most  probably  intended  to  be  inflicted  as  a  coup 
de  grace  before  his  hosts  should  depart  Still 
he  lived — and  whilst  there  is  life,  hope  will  not 
loose  her  hold  upon  us.  Hecould  just  retain  his 
senses  sufficiently  to  observe,  under  his  half  dosed 
eyelids,  what  was  passing  before  him. 

^^  A  scoundrel  T  exclaimed  one  of  the  party ; 
^<  fae^s  a  cipy  of  that  dd  square-toed  bunks,  De 
Lacy,  then.^ 

<<  Better  still— he's  the  son  of  Bycott— who 
sent  Betton  and  Beetkbrow  across  the  herring- 
pond.'^ 

^^  No  more  than  he  is  your  son,  Bluey,''  re- 
turned a  female,  whose  back  was  towards  Percy, 
but  whose  voice  he  instantly  recognized  as  a{^r- 
taining  unto  the  hag  who  had  so  annoyed  him 
on  the  bilk  on  his  way  to  Glendara  cottage. 

*'  What's  the  beldame  mean  P"  quoth  the  other. 
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^^  Grospel  truth,^  retorted  she. 

*^  Gospel  truth  m  thy  mouth,  old  graceless,^ 
—sneered  another  member  of  the  goodly  com* 
pany — as  he  cleared  his  mouth  from  the  sur- 
charge of  tobacco  juice. 

"  Truth,  as  I  hope  for "" 

^  Thou  needs  not  hope  for  that — go,  shoe  thy 
goslings,  Goody — ^what  signifies  who  the  whip- 
per-snapper be— or  was— for         ^ 

*^  Read  the  letter  again,  moon-calf.**^ 

••  Read  it  yoursdf— what's  the  letter  to  us  ?'' 

^^  Do  read  it,^  again  interrupted  the  gipsey 
woman — ^  and  you  will  see  — — .'' 

"  See  what? — ^hold  thy  peace,  thou  cursed 
oldbdbbler — ^to  your  work*-we  want  no  more  cats 
than  will  catch  mice.^ 

^^  Be  quiet,  Grimes — what  the  devil  possesses 
AeeT 

"  Why,  what  would'st  ha,  mun?— a'nt  the 
schemer  himself  knocked  o'  the  head  too  ? — he's 
the  only  evidence  as  could  betray  us.'' 

"  Do'st  think  the  lad  cam  on  a  bootless  cr- 
rand  ? — soft  Billy — wam't  he  sent — wam't  he  sent 
by  them  De  Lacys  and  Rycotts  ?" 
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"  I  think  he  lost  his  way — poor  devil  T 

"  Tm  sure  he  did,''  again  interposed  the  gyp- 
sey  hag. 

<<  Fudge— see  what  the  letter  says.'' 

**  What's  it  argufy  ?"— demanded  a  new  voice ; 
^^  the  boy's  dead — ^he  can't  discover  much.'' 

^*  That's  true  enow — do  you,  Pike  Gargrave, 
see  the  jackanapes  put  under  ground  before  we  go 
•^take  the  mattock — lose  no  time." 

^^  He  mayn't  a  been  quite  don^  ?" 

^^  Pshar— put  him  a  fiithom  deep,  and  FU  war- 
rant hell  never  appear  against  us." 

^  Don't  ye  talk  about  appearing,  Bluey — that's 
no  joke" — sighed  another. 

Percy — ^though  more  called  upon  than  ever 
for  prudence,  could  scarcely  restrain  a  groan, 
upon  hearing  his  proposed  destination — ^which, 
indeed,  he  felt  as  little  power  of  resisting,  as  if 
he  were  really  in  the  state  described. 

^^  Still,"  repeated  the  former  speaker,  who  ap- 
peared to  be  a  sort  of  magnate  among  the  com- 
pany, <<  the  thing  must  ha  got  wind,  or  how  the 
deevil  got  he  here  P" 

10 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


CHAPTER  Xin.  279 

^  I  tho't  the  devil  himself  couldn't  ha  found 
his  way^  sin  the  brig  were  thrown  down?^ 

<^  It  was  accident,  depend  on't^ 

^<  Zounds,  Billy,  youVe  a  fool-^oesn't  the 
letter  say —^-P 

-«  No  ^  repeated  seyeral  voices  of  equalme- 
lody,  but  in  a  variety  of  keys— 4n  which  thesoprano 
of  the  mountain  beldame  was  still  predominant. 

^^  Bead  it  again,  then,  if  you  won'^t  be  convinc- 
ed ;^  and  the  speaker  threw  an  open  letter  upon 
the  table. 

"  Bead — ^read— ^  and  the  women  left  their 
work,  whidi  appeared  not  to  have  been  interrupt- 
ed before — and  formed  part  of  the  cirde  round 
the  reader ;— a  huge  raw-boned  fellow,  with  half 
a  nose,  and  two  eyes,  apparently  seeking  in  dif- 
ferent directions  to  discern  the  small  remnant, 
which  stuck,  like  the  ace  of  clubs,  on  a  surface 
irregularly  furrowed  by  the  small-pox ! 

**  Now,"  thought  Percy, "  would  be  the  moment 
to  make  an  effort  to  escape,  if  ever  practicable  C 
and  he  attempted  to  raise  himself— but  he  found 
that  the  ropes  by  which  he  was  bound  were  sus 
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pended  to  a  huge  staple  in  the  wall  above  his 
head — and  that,  though  his  captors  suf^posed 
him  dead,  they  had  taken  every  precaution  against 
his  resurrection  in  this  world. 

The  appointed  reader,  whose  ambition  it  was 
to  be  the  wit  of  the  motley  tribe — smce  all  rival- 
ry, on  the  score  of  beauty,  it  is  to  be  presumed,  was 
out  of  the  question-i^placed  the  merry-thought 
of  a  chicken,  recently  devoured,  across  the  rem- 
nant of  his  nose,  by  way  of  spectacles,  and  began 
to  snuffle  out,  with  coarse  drollery,  the  contaits 
of  the  letter  in  his  hand. 

^^  Come,*^  cried  his  sterner  interlocutor,  **  none 
of  your  cursed  fi)olery*— this  is  no  joking  matter, 
I  can  tell  ye."" 

"  Never  heed  it.  Grumpy — ^it's  better  lau^iii^ 
than  crying,  e^en  at  the  last  pinch — ^hey  ?^ 

^^  Read — ^read,^  cried  several  voices — and  the 
wag,  somewhat  ofiended,  read  doggedly  on. 

**  My  worthy  and  ever  respected  Mr  Ry- 
cott "^ 

Percy  was  all  attention. 

^^  These,""  continued  the  reader  of  the  letter, 
"  will  beddivered  to  you  byyourgoodson ^ 

11 
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"  I  toM  you  so." 

'^  Haud  y^re  bother,  muiL^ 

''  Silence,  ye  cravaifl,^  roared  a  hero,  who  ap. 
peaied  to  be  captain  of  the  band,  ^^  or  I^U  stick 
my  dbk  in  your  weasands.'" 

The  reader  went  on  in  a  still  more  subdued 
Une^ "  By  your  son,''  let  me  see— aye,  here  it  is— 
^  die  cause  of  whose  sudden  return  will  be  better 
explained  by  that  excellent  young  man,  than 
might  be  proper  or  safe  for  me  to  do,  under  all 
die  circumstances  <^  the  case.*" 

'^  A  cautious  curmudgeon  T  exclaimed  one. 

^What  think  ye  of  the  excellent  young  manT 
gmmed  anotheiv^-and  here  followed  a  triumphant 
buj^,  and  the  cry  of  *^  Silence,  silence— go  on— 
go  forward,'"— formed  a  mixed  chorus,  which  was 
quieted  only  by  a  resolute  blow  on  the  table  with 
the  btttt^nd  of  the  presid^t's  horse^pistol. 

"  On  with  thee,  and  be  — '^  roaredhe,  in  ac- 
companying the  action  with  his  voice. 

"  Read  it  yourself,  my  cock  of  the  rock — I'm 
not  to  be  daunted  by  big  words — no— nor  — " 

'^  Give  it  me — and  hold  your  ^iiistler,  or  111 
put  a  new  stop  to  it'' 
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"  You  I'' 

Here  the  pacificators  interfered,  and  had  near- 
ly occadoned  a  general  war.  The  captain  start- 
ed up,  and,  having  taken  his  station  with  his 
back  towards  the  fire,  deliberately  drew  forth  his 
basket-hilted  broad-sword,  and  waving  it  round, 
fi>rmed  a  pretty  wide  circle  with  his  right 
hand,  whilst  in  his  left  he  held  forth,  at  arm'^s 
length,  the  letter  in  a  direct  line  with  his  eye. 
He  was  a  gigantic  fellow,  upwards  of  six  feet  in 
height,  with  a  countenance  in  which  ferocity  and 
sus^cion  seemed  to  struggle  for  pre-eminence. 
Sunk  deep  in  his  head  were  a  pair  of  quidc  grey 
eyes,  which  appeared  in  perpetual  motion,  under 
the  steady  overhanging  pent-house  of  black,  <Mr 
rather  griuly  bushed  eye-brows,  and  directed  so 
as  to  take  in,  almost  at  the  same  glance,  every 
individual  of  the  mixed  groupe,  which  stood  ctA- 
lected  around  him.  His  &ce,  though  not  large 
in  proportion  to  the  rest  of  his  body,  partook  of 
every  tint,  which  the  most  perfect  prism  could 
transfer  to  the  eye  firom  the  universal  source  of 
light-Hmd,  in  one  or  two  instances,  streaks  of  the 
purest  white  were  seen,  highly  relieved  by  the 
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sunounding  tints — and  maiUng,  in  a  pencil  fine, 
the  extent  of  some  long  dcatrized  wound.  He 
wore  on  his  head  a  dose  worsted  cap  of  blue  and 
red  stripes— a  silk  handkerchief,loosdy  tied  round 
bis  nedc — a  vest  in  uniform  with  his  cap,  manu- 
fitctured  in  the  piece,  well  fitted  to  his  body,  and 
dosed  on  the  throat  by  a  huge  silver  buckle,  or 
broach — his  jacket  was  of  coarse  frieze,  with  trow, 
sers  of  the  same,  and  a  broad  rough  leathern  belt 
budded  in  front,  looked  like  a  moying  battery, 
bristling  with  arms — and  evidently  prepared 
against  attacks  of  all  sorts — ^from  the  old  couteau 
de  chasse  and  pocket-pistol,  up  to  the  gigantic 
*'  cut  and  thrust^  and  *^  chicken^  blunderbuss. 
Having  once  more  eyed  the  company  into  due 
subordination,  he  began  to  read :  ^*  Although  my 
sospidons,  I  confess,  have  for  some  time  been 
awakened  by  certain  information,  privately  con- 
veyed to  me  tinrough  the  channerof  niy  continent- 
al correspondents ^ 

*^  Mark  that!*"  cried  several  voices. 

^  Whom  do  you  suspect,  Larry  ?^ 

"  Those  cursed  Mounseers.*" 

«  No-*no,^  roared  the  stentorian    reader — 
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^<  Perron  and  Vderean  are  both  stmmch  to  the 
back4ione— 4md  111  maintain  it,^  waving  his  truB^ 
ty  broad-sword  in  token  of  his  defence  of  the  ca- 
lumniated aUies. 

^^  Then  it  maim  be  the  Dutchman.^ 

**  Pshaw— Mynheer  knows  which  side  to  but- 
ter his  bread  on — I  tell  thee,  Black-strap,  it  comes 
fixnn  them  bloody  officers— but  we  shall  ne'er  com* 
pass  the  letter,  if "" 

^^  Silence — silence,^  and  the  reading  was  con- 
tinued :  ^^  But  I  certainly  was  not  prepared  for 
so  formidable  an  importation  of  French  frippery, 
or  so  determined  a  defiance  of  the  customs,  which 
our  ancestors  have  ever  found  to  be  the  best  pro- 
tection of  even  higher  duties.*" 

"  There's  a  jockey  for  you.'' 

"  A  curse  on  all  customs,  say  I." 

"  Higher  duties,  and  be '^ 

The  captain  himself  seemed  posed — and  did 
not  interrupt  the  comments,  thus  spontaneously 
elicited  from  the  strangely  grouped  assemblage. 
At  length  he  said,  in  a  more  conciliatory  tone  than 
before — accompanied  with  a  significant  twinkle  of 
his  eye : 
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^'  Tlus  worthy  must  be  silenced  C*  and  he  stmck 
the  point  of  his  sword  into  the  fiocnr.  ^  He  is 
too  wdQ  informed,""  added  he ;  ^^  for  see,""  and  he 
Kadorer  again  the  words,  ^^  so  formidable  an  im- 
partition  of  French  frippery"" — ^^  He  must  have 
his  information  from  Cherbourg  direct."" 

"  What"8  frij^ery,  BuUy  ?"" 

"  Moonshine,  Noddy !"" 

'^  Let  us  read  on,""  continued  the  captain,  again 
Rsomiiig  his  moody  air 

"  These  domestic  attacks  are,  indeed,  serious 
evils,  but,  thank  God,  we  are  now  friUy  armed 
igainst  the  worst  that  can  happen."" 

"  What  d'ye  think  of  that.  Bully?"" 

^^  Think — ^that  worse  may  happen  than  the  old 
neddler  dreams  of.""     The  reader  proceeded : — 

"  There  is  One  above  whose  Power  is  infinite, 
and  Him  we  must  supplicate  for  strength  in  this 
fcoor  qf  trial."" 

''  Who  the  deuce  is  that,  Bluey  ?"" 

"  The  militia  budcs,  you  may  be  sure,  Billy  !"" 

"  More  likely  the  dragoons — I  heard  they 
were  coming  norward."" 

'*  Be  silent,  yelpers,  and  hear  the  thing  to  an 
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end.'*—"  The  contest  ipriU  be  severe,  but  it  is  im^ 
peratiTe  upon  me,  as  the  head  of  the  De  Lacys,  to 
meet  it  boldly<«-unless  I  could  submit  to  sit  down 
quietly,  and  behold — to  adopt  a  colloquial  and 
familiar  expression— 4ny  house  thrown  out  at  win- 
dows.*** 

"  Let^s  do't,***  cried  several  voices. 

"  This  very  night'' 

"  And  hang  the  ould  sinner  at  his  own  door- 
post—he that  would  ha'  bare  for  breakfast,  maun 
harry  him  o'er  night" 

"  Mad  blockheads !— and  so  leave  our  own 
treasures  open  to  plunder  ?«-Silence  once  more,  or 

^  and  he  left  the  alternative  to  be  guessed 

by  the  motion  of  his  sword  arm. 

"  The  less  written  upon  such  sulgects  the  bet- 
ter. I  only  desired  to  prepare  you,  my  good  and 
worthy  Mr  Rycott,  and  to  prevent  surprise  at  any 
extraordinary  measures  I  may  be  called  tqpon  to 
adopt.  We  shall  meet  on  the  bench,  I  trust,  on 
Tuesday,  when  I  may  be  able  to  report  progress." 

"  A  justice  meeting  on  Tuesday !" 

^\The  field's  our  own  till  then,  howsomdever !" 
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"  What ! — ^when  they'*re  only  waiting  the  re- 
turn of  their  spy  ? — ^but  read  on.*" 

The  captain  again  resumed: — ^^  Respecting 
oar  own  fiunily  arrangements,  I  am  of  opkiion, 
should  not  your  better  judgment  decide  against 
me,  that  for  some  time,  at  least,  they  had  better 
be  left  to  the  young  folks  altogether-— Mr  Percy 
Rycott,  as  you  still  choose  to  call  him         ^ 

**  There— there,"  interrupted  the  old  gypsey, 
**  did  I  not  tell  thee,  he  was  no  son  o^  his  ?" 

*^  Who  cares  ? — son,  or  no  son,  his  sand'^s  run 
out,  and  who  needs  thy  diapers  to  ring  out  his 
birth,  parentage,  and  education  ?" 

^^  No  joking  upon  such  subjects,"  said  the  Ace 
of  Chibs,  retorting  upon  his  leader. 

"  Nor  upon  any  other,"  replied  he  doggedly ; 
^^  and  if  ye  interrupt  me  again,  by  St  Dunstan, 
in  try  to  find  thy  nose  with  a  pair  of  tongs." 

^<  Bad  hunting  where  there^s  scant  o^  game, 
Master  Captain — a  bald  head^s  soon  shaven,"  ob- 
served he,  whom  they  called  Billy. 

^^  A  fooPs  bolt's  as  soon  shot,"  retorted  the 
captain,  who  made  a  sort  of  back<phanded  move- 
ment with  his  sword-arm,  rather  indicative  of 
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{dayfiil  contempt,  than  any  intention  to  strike, 
though  the  wary  wit,  instinctively,  as  it  were, 
darted  bade  firom  the  circle  which  his  accustomed 
^e  knew  the  glittering  blade  would  describe,  if 
duly  extended.     He  went  on : 

^^  Mr  Percy  Rycott,  as  you  still  choose  to  call 
him,  may  wander  a  little  out  of  the  high  road— 
what  of  that  ?— with  the  assistance  of  the  ligfats 
which  you  and  worthy  Mr  Paston  have  afibrded 
him,  I  will  answer  for  his  Aiding  his  way  back 
again."* 

"  What  lights,  aqptain  ?" 

<<  Curse  me  if  I  know— did  you  search  him 
wen.  Pike?" 

"  Aye,  aye,  Sir — not  a  shiver  about  un — I 
han't  a  fingered  — " 

^^  Did'st  find  any  combustibles  ?" 

^^  Not  a  candle's  eend,  thof  he  mought  ha  been 
gauing  for  some'at  when  I  gied  him  his  qfiiee4fM7' 

^^  Search  about — ^he  may  have  laid  a  train.'' 

"  Blockhead  ! — ^what,  to  blow  himself  up  !— 
But  let  us  finish."     The  reader  went  on : — 

^^  His  present  object  is,  indeed,  a  Will  o'  the 
Wi^.     It  may  lead  him  a  wild  goose  chase 
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through  quagmires  and  bogs — ^but  he  will  soon 
find  the  right  path,  and  return  to  the  bosom  of 
his  fiunily,  with  nothing  more  than  a  skin-deep 
wound— or,  what  is  better,  with  no  wound  at  all.^ 

*'  Out  there,  Master  Prophef* 

*^  Or  Pike  Gargrave  has  bungled  his  job,^  said 
anodier,  grinning  most  ghastly. 
.  ^^  It  can  be  repaired  at  least,^  retorted  the 
captain,  as  with  a  leer  he  turned  his  eye  to  the 
comer,  where  Percy  looked  a  corpse  to  admiradon, 
althoi^h  it  must  be  acknowledged  he  was  quite 
alive  to  what  was  passing. 

^^  Read  on,  captain — the  ould  hiced  bell- 
wetber^s  woundy  long  winded.^ 

^^  He  may  find  his  wind  slackened,^  dryly  ob- 
served the  captain,  and  proceeded : — 

*^  I  know  something  of  the  parties*— they  have 
been  in  the  neighbourhood  some  time,  and  their 
present  obscure  retreat— which  you  do  not  inform 
me  how  your  excellent  son  discovered — ^has  been 
resorted  to,  in  consequence  of  some  suspicions 
which  their  mysterious  conduct  had  awakened 
;unong  a  certain  dass  of  people,  who  are  not  the 
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beet  neigfaboun  in  the  world,  to  those  who  hftTO 
any  thing  to  oonceaL^ 

<<  That's  the  villain  Claggett,  and  his  crew.^ 

<<  Pshaw  !— every  (me  suspected  us.^ 

<<  You  see,  the  young  rascal  there  had  dis- 
covered us  before.^ 

<<  And  perhaps  led  the  officers.^ 

<^  Billy,  Billy,  thou  wantest  a  head-piece— 
wouldn't  they  ha  been  on  us,  before  the  boy^s 
buoness  were  done  P* 

<<  No,  Bully— wamH  he  found  peeping  and 
spying  out  for  'em  ?" 

<^  And  wouldn't  they  ha  been  on.  Pike  Gar- 
grave,  before  he  had  a  done  the  job  ?  Pshaw  P 

**  There  are  only  two  lines  more." 

<^  Read,  captain— ^read." 

He  obeyed. — ^^  It  is  better,  trust  me,  my  very 
good  Mr  Rycott,  on  these  occasions  to  proceed 
with  caution.  A  sudden  attack  would  only  serve 
to  raise  up  a  host  in  self-defence,  which  it  might 
prove  difficult  hereafter  to  quell.  The  good  young 
man,  who  has  all  his  eyes  about  him,  will  soon 
ascertain  the  sort  of  people  he  has  to  deal  with-* 
and  be  assured,  will  escape  from  their  snares,  be- 
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ftare  they  have  secarely  coikd  themseltes  round 
hfan.** 

"  Look  to  hiin,^  cried  Bcvenl  vmces. 

**  Escape ! — ^let  him  if  he  can.'' 

"  If  he  ^scspe  Pike's  bkdgeon— *he1I  no  'scape 
the  Tope  at  all  events  ^  and  a  laogh^  ]oud  and 
savage,  bore  testimony  to  the  ezceUenee  of  the 
yke. 

^^  Here's  nothing  more  but  complaints  and  M 
lals — and  butter  to  grease  the  old  man's  beard 
with— 4Uid  here  a  ftill  measure  of  his  own  family 
legend  at  bottom — ^Hugh  Ferebee  de  Lacy  I" 

Various  speculations  were  started,  and  followed 
eadi  other  in  such  quick  succession,  that,  as  they 
passed  round,  a  proportionable  elevation  of  voice 
became  necessary  finr  each  to  make  its  way,  so  that 
Babel  in  its  glory  could  scarcely  have  rivalled  the 
scene,  dther  in  the  variety  of  its  dialects,  or  the 
oeofusion  of  its  divisions. 

By  degrees,  the  necessity  of  attending  to  busi- 
ness  reduced  the  assembly  to  some  degree  of  or- 
der, but  not  before  Hurdefell,  which;  it  appears, 
was  the  name  of  the  chief,  had  thrice  waved  his 
tnoad  Made  over  the  ducking  heads  of  his  nearer 
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neighbours^  and  made  every  horn  and  can  upon 
the  table  dance  under  4he  sturdy  blows  inflicted 
on  it,  with  the  massive  iron  hilt  of  his  trusty 
faroad-sword. 

'<  Is  Hufiey  returned  with  Farmer  Thwaitea' 
cattle?^  demanded  he,  when  silence  was  once 
more  restored. 

<<  No— captain— a  couldn^t  ha  done  the  job 
afore  ten.  The  ould  jockey  tipples,  and  doesn^t 
lode  up  soon  enow.*^ 

'^  See  that  he  be  warned — are  the  carts  away 
fipom  Blencow's  ?" 

^^  Didcon  Braine  was  a-watching — the  young 
un  was  out— and  he  feared  his  coming  across 
un." 

«  Why  didn't  he  give  him  a  pll?'* 

<<  I  tell  thee,  Bully,  he  wam't  at  home.'' 

'^  Might  gie  it  him  on  the  hills — these  are  no 
times  to  stickle  for  trifles— what  cattle  have  we  ?^ 

^'  Ten  carters,  and  the  shag  ponies.'' 

*^  Carriages?" 

^^  Two  of  the  miller's,  and  a  noddy  fimn  the 
parson's." 

^^  The  Devil !— we  maun  ha  more-HBee  to  it, 
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OrimiD.^  Then  perceiving  that  the  ftmale  part 
of  hia  auditory  were  still  loitering,  and  goeoiping 
about  the  taUe-«<<  Women,  what  the  de^  ails  ye? 
— eerve  them  out,  Billy,  and  keep  ^em  to^t— we 
aren^t  half  ballasted— «ee  to  the  boys.  What  are 
ye  gaping  at,  ye  weais  ? — gi^  ^em  a  ropers  end, 
Craiggie.— -Zounds,  man,  an  we  are  not  off  afi>re 
twelve,  well  ne^er  reach  the  deailJiead  in  time 
fiir  our  marchants.^ 

The  women  and  children  were  urged  on,  but 
even  the  apprehension  of  losing  their  market, 
never  suggested  the  idea  to  the  lords  of  creati(m 
of  leaving  their  cans,  to  fitudlitate  or  expedite  the 
fqperations  of  the  evening.  It  is  not  to  be  sup- 
posed, that  the  ladies— however  accustomed  to 
the  yoke— bent  beneath  it  without  the  sexual  re- 
lief of  retorting  iq>on  their  task-masters.  The 
concert — if  the  discord  of  harsh  sounds  can  be  so 
tamed,  as  we  have  heard  it  applied  to  our  Dutch  , 
neighbours— was  by  no  means  defident  in  female 
voices;  but  as  the  words  to  which  these  airs  were 
adi^ited,  were  such  as  would  afford  more  instruc- 
tion than  amusement  to  our  female  readers,  we 
must  beg  leave  to  decline  becoming  their  enlight* 
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eners  iqMii  thia  oeeasknu  It  is  sofficieiit  to  ob- 
aerre,  that  if,  in  ihe  abatract,  we  miglit  £ed  dis- 
posed to  consider  the  wiyes  or  migtrcaooo  ■  far  it 
would  be  difficult  nicely  to  analyse  the  daintt  of 
die  groupe  before  us-Hrather  unfairly  dealt  with 
by  thfflr  masters,  as  they  usually  call,  as  well  as 
find  them— *we  lose  a  considerable  degree  of  the 
stympathy  which  might  otherwise  be  excited  in 
their  behalf,  when  our  recollection  barings  bade 
t]ic  language  in  which»  like  other  larger  and  bet- 
ter tai]^t  bodies,  they  allowed  th^nseLves  to  yent 
Aeir  grievances.  Be  this  as  it  may,  the  harder 
they  weiked,  the  loss  time  did  they  find  far  the 
Mwcise  ef  thar  tongues--*«nd  as  the  straiiu  be- 
eaine  aoiftened  or  8uq»ended,  it  may  be  inferred, 
that  the  ears  of  dieir  male  auditors  became  sooth- 
ed,  far,  one  by  one,  a  consider^le  portion  of  the 
eompany  b^ian  to  nod  in  tbeur  seatu^  and,  by  de« 
gm^  either  to  dr«p  thdr  heads  between  their 
anna  upon  die  table,  or  to  stretch  themsdvea 
where  die  accommodation  presaotted  itself^  iqpon 
the  benches  which  had  previously  served  dmn  far 
seats. 
Four  or  five,  however,  who  still  p^Mevered  in 
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jAjing  their  Iiomage  to  the  good  things  within 
iheb  reach,  kept  their  pipes  to  their  mouths,  and 
bq^in  hy  degrees  to  enter  into  a  sort  of  boosing, 
ooiejr  oonrersatbn  in  the  stated  intervals,  when 
a  word  mi^t  be  permitted  to  eseape  with  the 
Tolmne  of  smoke  to  be  discharged  from  the 
mouths  of  the  several  contributors  to  the  ckiuds 
whidi  revdyed  over  their  heads.  The  captain  lay 
back  in  a  large  high4iacked  wooden-railed  arm- 
chair— a  seat,  no  doubt, of  dignity,8uch  as  general- 
ly adorns  a  college  combinationroom— or  that  ap- 
propriated hj  name  to  travellers  in  an  inn.  His 
legs  were  stretdied  out  towards  the  huge  fire- 
place—and he  exercised  his  fonctions,  with  some* 
thing  of  an  air  of  superiority — ^whilst  the  others 
made  themselves  omifortaUte  in  their  own  way.— 
One  ipread  his  brawny  limbs  on  the  floor,  support- 
iBg  Us  bade  against  the  beadi,  which  his  next 
noghbour  kept  steady  with  his  wci{^  as  be  hia^- 
self  hiy  half  reclined  against  the  broad  odcen 
table,  as  a  sort  of  artificial  back;— a  third,  not 
having  any  support  in  fab  rear,  bent  his  formi- 
daUy  long  back  forward,  as  he  sat  upon  a  bale  of 
some  contraband  goods,  ready  padced  finr  trans- 
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port,  and  supporting  his  elbows  on  his  knees, 
held  in  the  hand  unoccupied  with  his  pipe,  a 
large  pewter  measure  or  stoup,  which  affinrded  a 
luxurious  alternation  of  spirit  and  vapour  with 
iitde  muscular  effort; — ^whilst  a  fourth,  sittmg  like 
a  rejnresentatiye  of  Bacchus,  but  more  akin  to  Sile- 
nus  in  effigie^  astride  a  barrel,  ingeniously  steadied 
himself  with  afoot  on  eitherside,  whilst  he  balanced 
a  hopi  cup  of  some  favourite  beverage,  on  what,  for 
want  of  any  known  proper  name,  inight  be  called 
the  pommel  of  his  hoop-bound  saddle. 

The  captain  had,  as  a  preliminary  step  in  this 
implied  but  silent  compact,  thrown  some  fiesh 
faggots,  which  lay  piled  in  a  small  stack  behind 
his  chair,  upon  the  glowing  heap  of  embers,  and 
adjusted  them  with  his  huge  sword,  which  seem- 
ed held  by  him,  not  only  as  the  sceptre  of  autho- 
rity, but  as  an  active  minister  always  at  hand  to 
answer  his  bidding  and  fiiMl  his  behests,  in  every 
department  of  the  public  service. 

"  The  wind^s  up,  captain.*" 

"  No'orthing,  Wully." 

"  Bring  in  the  Sally !'' 

"  Too  soon,  Bluey.^ 
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A  long  silence. 

**  It  does  How  for  certain.'^ 

"  Great  guns,  by  the  Lord  Harry  .^ 

^^  Just  such  a  night  as  when  the  poor  Mermaid 
went  down.*^ 

^'  Curse  your  croaking,  Billy — It  daun^t  a 
blow  a  cap  full.'' 

In  this  sort  of  dialogue— ^^arried  on  at  inter- 
▼als,  time  wore-— and  the  w(»nen  and  brats  hav- 
ing completed  their  task,  and  carried  the  bales, 
&c.  &c.  piece-meal  into  the  hall  from  whence 
they  were  to  be  conveyed  to  the  carts  and  other 
vehicles  of  transport  up  the  country — retired  al- 
tc^ether  firom  the  principal  apartment,  to  partake 
among  themselves  of  such  refreshments  as  the 
stores  of  thdr  lords  and  masters  amply  provided 
for  them. 

The  oldg3rp8ey  woman,  however,  still  lingered 
after  the  rest,  still  pretending  to  be  employed, 
although  nothing  presented  itself  to  be  done. 
She  took  a  broom,  and  as  if  sweeping  up  the 
remnants  of  stiaw  and  hay-bands  which  half 
choked  up  the  apartment,  by  several  eccentric 
turns,  was  evidently  making  advances  towards 
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the  corner  where  poor  Percy  lay — but  the  eye  of 
the  captain,  already  immortaliied  by  our  pen, 
was  on  all  her  motions,  a&d  taking  his  ppe  from 
his  mouth,-— 

^^  The  Devil'^s  in  the  woman,^  roared  he^ 
^^  what  art  doing  there  ?— out  with  the  rest  o**  the 
plagues.'^ 

<^  Huty  tul,  mun— I^  no  to  be  bullied  in  that 
wise-'' 

^^  Take  thy  brocxn  and  mount  it,  witch,  but 
tairy  not  here— or  by         "" 

^  Ye  may  do  better,  captain,  than  fright  a 
poor  woman  wi'  your  poppers.'' 

^  I  can't  do  worse  than  be  hag-ridden  stand 
out  of  die  line,  or  by  " 

'^  111  no  stand  to  be  shot  at,  ye  may  be  sure, 
but  111  cap  my  eye  upon  ye,"  and  she  Arew 
down  the  broom  with  violence,  and  left  the  apart-' 


^^  She  have  a  cast  her  evil  eye  upon  thee,  cap- 
tain." 

^^  Confound  her  evil  eye^-diough  she  be  the 
devil's  dam  herself——" 
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^*  It  diall  be  cm  ye  thougfa^^  was  mnttered  out- 
ttde  the  docnr. 

**  Listenen!— diere»  take  that,  by—— '^^  and  a 
brace  of  bullets  would  have  foUowed  the  direction 
of  the  voice,  had  not  his  companions  started  up  to 
arrest  his  hand — and  prevent  a  very  unnecessary 
instance  of  their  captidn^s  prowess.  He  was  in- 
duced at  length,  though  not  without  some  strug- 
glesy  and  more  oaths^^  to  return  the  weapon  to  his 
bdt. 

A  long,  sullen  silence  prevailed,  uitenupted 
only  by  deep-drawn  breadung^  and  snorting  con- 
Tukions  of  the  dormant  partners  of  the  firm. 

Shaking  the  embers  from  his  pipe,  Hurtlefell 
muttered,  in  a  tone  of  sulky  displeasure, — 

^^  I-itish  the  devil  or  myself  weie  at  the  heels 
of  these  loiterers— we  shall  have  da^ight  athwart 
our  path  afore  half  our  n^ht,  I  observe.^ 

><  What's  to  be  done,  Biilly-*--if  honest  men 
won't  go  to  bed  at  sun  down  f'^ 

^  Carry  off  theb  cattle  before  dwir  qres,  and 
be  hanged  to  them.*" 

<<  Can't  play  at  that  game  twice.  Bully  r 

^^  Give  'em  some  cold  lead  then." 
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<*  That  may  be  once  too  often.  Bully— eome- 
how  or  other,  thee^st  over  handy  with  thy  picklers 
— thee  might9t  have  cullendered  yon  old  dame 
e^en  now— and  thee  mightest  have  been  sorry  for^t 
too." 

"Not  I ^ 

"  Hast  no  fiMTiB,  Bully  P'' 

'<  None— What  should  I  fear  ?"" 

^^  Some  folks  like  dancing  on  a  trencher  better 
than  dancing  on  nothing — ^but  all  to  their  tastes— 
and  that  maynH  be  yours.'" 

^*  They  maun  catch  me  first,  Bluey.'' 

^<  So  said  JMx>r  Nimmer — ^but  he  swung  ne^er 
the  less  for  a'  that."" 

"  Pshaw !" 

<<  Why,  captain— I  see  no  fim  in  dmig  the 
devil^s  work  for  naught.*" 

"  Ye're  a  cowardly  hulk.  Bill— it's  the  deviPs 
own  trade  to  crow  well  and  scrape  ill."" 

^^  Mayhap,  BuUy-^but  it's  a  bad  trade  scraping 
where  you  can  only  catch  scratches.'" 

^^  Aye,  and  the  profit  too,  Billy  Lilly — and  if 
I  swing — your  necks  will  have  a  crick  in  'em,  or 
I'm  mistaken." 
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<<  Come^  oome^ — quodi  a  new  intedocutor, 
whose  pipe  had  never  yet  been  sufiered.to  desert 
its  post— ^.^  it's  bad  talking  of  one's  own  fiite.'' 

"  Feltspar's  right,''  observed  Billy. 

^  Feltspar's  a  fool,"  retorted  the  captam; 
''  ereiy  num  should  look  his  fiite  in  the  &ce,  and 
then  he  knows  the  worst  as  can  happen." 

<<  Hast  ever  thou^t.  Bully  Hurdefell,  of  the 
Devil's  proker?" 

'<  I  never  thinks  upon  such  things  at  all." 

<<  And  yet.  Bully,  thee  talk'st  of  looking  thy 
fittein  his&ce." 

"  The  deviTs  no  fete  of  mme*" 

^^  He  may  be  thy  portion,  though,  Bully." 

^^  That  for  him,"  quoth  the  captain — magnani- 
mouslysiiapping  his  fingers — ^<  I'm  not  to  be  cow- 
ed with  black  petticoat  humbug  at  this  time  o' 
day." 

^^  An(d  thee  would'snt  mind  meeting  any  o'  the 
good  fiiends  thee  hast  sent  him,  were  they  to  ap» 
pear  at  this  time  o'  night  f 

"  Pshaw ! 

^^  Thee  know'st  what  driv  ould  GeUart  out  c( 
this  here  house  ?" 
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^^  Flam— a  few  rats  and  an  ould  cracking 
wainscot  r 

<<  Something  mora  than  that,  Bnlly.^ 

"  Icarenot'* 

"  One  night  there  was  seen  — -^ 

"  Hold  thy  lubberly  jaw— I  don't  want  to 
hear.'' 

<^  Go  on,  Billy,'*  quoth  he  called  Blackstiap. 

^^  What  about  one  night  T— demanded  Felt> 
spar,  lajring  down  hk  pipe. 

<^  Ha  done,  Billy— thee'lt  make  them  as  .pi- 
geon-livered  as  yourself,''  quoth  the  captain  in  a 
more  subdued  tone. 

<<  No,  Bully-— if  thy  fi^e  is  to  be  bdieved,  thy 
liver  is  no  so  deep  coloured  as  it  was.** 

**  Curse  ye,  d'ye  mean  to  say  — — " 

^'  I  mean  to  tell  my  story— and  ye  needn't  list- 
en, ye  know !" 

''Balderdash!" 

''  May  be-— but  as  I  was  saying,  Fehipar,  one 
night "" 

"  Aye,  one  night." 

''  111  leave  the  room-^have  I  no  voice  left 
among  this  cursed  crew  P'^  demanded  the  captain. 
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^^  A  voice  for  two,  Bully — ^no  one  stops  your 
going — ^but  Fd  advise  thee  not  to  go.^ 

*'  Not  to  go  !^  starting  upon  his  legs. 

"  In  the  dark,  Bully." 

^'  A  plague  o^  your  nonsense," — and  the  captain 
reseated  himself,  but  with  his  1^  crossed  and  so 
inclined  in  his  chair,  as  to  place  his  back  eflfectu- 
ally  towards  the  speaker,  who,  with  an  arch  sort 
of  doggedness,  as  addressing  himself  solely  to  his 
other  three  companions,  proceeded  in  his  tale.  . 

«*  One  day ^" 

**  One  night,  Billy." 

^^  One  night,  I  mean — as  it  might  be  now*-- 
when  die  wind  was  a  howling  round  these  ould 
gables — and  towers— -and  battlements — and  just 
about  the  same  hour         " 

^^  I  say  it  was  the  wind,"  interrupted  the  cap- 
tain, ^  what^s  the  use  of  going  on  wi^  a  cock  and 
abuH?" 

'^There'*8  nather  cock  nor  bull  in  it,"  drily  an- 
swered the  narrator ;  ^^  so,  ye  see,  ould  Geldiui, 
and  Goody 9  and  the  rest  on  ^em,  was  sitting  cozey 
-HIS  we  may  be— and  taking  their  night-cup— 
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jiiBt  as  we  may  be— when — ^when-— when  there 
came  such  a  noise.^ 

^^  ^Twas  the  wind,  and  be  cursed  to  you,^  again 
interrupted  Captain  HurtlefeU,  without  changing 
his  position. 

<^  'Twas  the  Devil  rather,""  said  Lillywhite  in 
a  very  solemn  tone  of  voice — ^whilst  he  noted 
with  a  wink  to  his  companions,  a  sort  of  convul- 
sive contraction  in  the  legs  and  thighs  of  the 
brawny  captain,  ^^  for  the  noise  they  heard  was 
of  so  curious  a  nature  altogether,  that^^— and  at 
this  moment  one  of  the  sleeping  partners  drew  so 
sonorous  a  breath,  that  the  captain  was  on  his 
legs  in  an  instant,  with  a  look  of  horror  that 
spoke  more  of  his  confidence  in  the  truth  of  the 
relati<m  than  he  wa9  probably  disposed  to  admit 
He  discovered  his  error  in  a  moment,  but  not 
before  Billy  Lilljrwhite  had  communicated  by  a 
side  glance  with  his  neighbours,  and  ahffjfjng  out 
his  pipe,  refilled  it,  with  as  steady  a  hand  as  he 
could  command;  but  as  he  snatched  with  a  scHrt 
of  spasmodic  twitch,  a  piece  of  touchwood  whidi 
lay  near  him  on  the  hearUi,  in  order  to  apply  it 
to  the  boU  of  his  pipe,  he  foimd  his  hand  shake. 
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80  as  to  prevent  his  immediate  purpose  of  faring- 
ii^  the  parties  in  contact  He  scowled  up(m  his 
cinnpanions  under  his  bristled  brow  to  see  if  he 
was  observed— and  dirowiiq^  the  light  from  him, 
resumed  his  pipe  as  if  it  had  been  successfully 
kindled,  being  evidently  resolved  not  to  renew 
the  unsuccessful  experiment  Lillywhite  rubbed 
his  hands  together,  and  thrust  them  between  his 
knees,  as  a  man  does  when  he  finds  all  the  points 
of  his  jest  well  taken,  and,  with  mock  gravity,  re- 
sumed his  narrative. 

<^  Just  as  they  had  recovered  from  their  fright 
— for  it  was  a  very  difierent  noise  from  that  as 
fritted  our  noble  captain  a  while  gone         ^ 

'^  D— d— d'ye  think  I  was  fritted  ?""  demanded 
the  captain,  trying  to  look  round. 

*^  May  be— may  be  not — ^that's  not  to  the 
purpose,  but  Gk)odman  Greldart  was— -aye— and 
every  man  John,  and  maid  Marian  on  ''em — ^for 
mercy  on  us,  just  as  they  had  begun  to  make  up 
their  minds  that  it  was  the  wind— or  the  rats — 
or  a  snore— K>r  a  snort,  as  Bully  Hurtlefell  did 
just  now,  there  came  such  a  ^  but  die  des- 
cription was  anticipated,  by  a  most  appalling 

VOL.  I.  u 
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scream  and  a  succession  of  groans,  which  were  re- 
echoed throngh  the  vaulted  passages  of  the  dwdL 
ing,  and,  by  a  simultaneous  impulse,  hrongfat  the 
waggish  narrator  himseli^  and  hia  three  OQinfed»- 
rates,  upon  their  Iq^  as  rapidly  as  the  former  fium- 
mons  hadproducedasimilareflfectupoii  the  captain. 

"  What  the  DevU's  that?'' 

^^  Du'ont  ye  name  him  Billy,''  said  Feltspar 
through  his  chattering  teeth. 

^^  I  believe  that  was  the  wind  too,"  cried  the 
bold  story-teller,  who  looked  cautbusly  abeut  hniL 

^<  Through  a  dead  man's  gullet,  Billy." 

The  captain — ^beyond  a  repetition  of  the  sort  of 
shudder  before  noticed,  which  was  unobserved  in 
the  present  instance  by  the  party^^-moved  not — 
uttered  not  a  word— but  whilst  the  awful  paoae 
continued,  which  seems,  by  tacit  agreement,  to  be 
made  upen  all  occasions,  when  any  thing  we  ftar 
to  see  or  hear  is  likely  to  become  visible  or  audiUe 
— the  pipe  of  Captain  Hurdefdl  was  snapt  ut 
shivers — ^it  is  to  be  presumed,  from  some  over  pres* 
sure  of  the  nerves  of  die  hand«^-and  if  he  had 
been  in  a  humour  to  arail  Imnaelf  of  the  retort, 
he  mi^t  have  turned  the  taUes  upon  hia  boon 
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oompimoiis^  who  certainly,  br  the  lioneilt  8t 
least,  thought  ihejr  peroeiyed  di^  doven  foot 
which  had  dadied  die  pip6  fiom  d»  captam^s 
hand,  now  dangting  meleMly  at  hk  side.  Lilty- 
wUte  the  Wag,  who  was  a  shrewd  fidlow-^^and  not 
over  given  to  supersthibiis  apprehauioMy  soon 
perceiyed  a  very  natoral  cause  for  this  new  inter- 
mpticm  to  his  story— «aad  having  thus  accounted 
for  the  former,  it  was  a  fair  inference,  that  the 
noise,  as  yet  tmacconnted  for,  mighty  if  ihe  means 
were  eqorily  dose  at  hand,  equally  admit  of  e%* 
pianation. 

<^  It^s  some  mumndng  among  the  pettkoats,^ 
said  he  confidently. 

No  answer  was  returned  to  this  philosoptdcat 
observatbn— -the  pipes  were  resumed,  and  silence 
again  prevailed.  This  was,  however^  agaki  sud- 
denly broken^— not  by  any  of  the  party,  but  by  a 
deep  and  hollow  groan,  which  seemed  to  issue 
bom  the  passages  upon  which  the  door  of  the 
chamber  opened.  The  men  were  in  an  instant 
on  their  legs'— a  repetition — ^now  rising  to  a  scream 
ci  indeecribable  horror — ^brought  parties  into  im- 
mediate contact — or  rather  drove  them  together 
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in  a  fbur-deep  file,  by  which  evohition  the  fiuseti- 
ous  Ace  of  Cbibs  was  forced  into  the  front.  The 
only  movement  of  the  captain  was  the  transfer- 
ence of  his  broad  sinewy  hands  from  a  recumbent 
posture  over  the  arms  of  Us  chair,  to  what  might 
be  called  a  deprecatory  junction  across  the  part, 
in  whose  region  anatomists  usually  find  a  heart. 
But  whatever  defidency  we  might  infer,  in  this 
article,  as  appertttning  unto  the  leader,  it  was 
very  evident  that  his  subalterns  were  not  denied 
such'  an  appendage — ^for  as  they  hugged  eadi 
other,  as  if  to  escape  from  themselves,  not  only 
were  its  pulsations  felt — but,  in  die  awful  pause 
which  ensued,  distinctly  heard.  The  sounds 
approached  the  apartment,  accompanied  by  a 
sort  of  stealing  noise,  which  was  too  ind^nite 
even  to  be  guessed  at  by  the  strongest  head  and 
stoutest  heart  in  company.  At  length  a  sudden 
rush  was  heard  at  the  very  doorway,  and  a  coun- 
tenance of  horror — ^pale  and  distorted — glared  for 
an  instant  in  the  open  space,  and,  after  a  gasping 
efibrt  at  utterance,  fell  forward  with  a  dead  weight 
upon  the  floor.  What  it  was  could  not  immedi- 
ately be  discerned  by  the  terrified  phalanx,  embo- 
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died  under  BiUy  Lillywhite — for  the  table  and  its 
.  shunbering  adherents  intervened  between  their  vi- 
sbn  and  the  door. 

Another  groan  was  heard,  which  held  the  pha- 
lanx in  close  order — ^until  a  voice,  which  it  was  not 
difficult  to  recognize,  uttered  the  names  €f  the 
Captain  and  Lillywhite,  and  shouted  for  mercy. 

^'  Stand  off— ye  mummers,^  cried  thelatterhero, 
nowp^fectly  reassured  that  no  ghost  was  in  the 
case — ^<  See  to  the  poor  devil— «8  sure  it^s  only 
some  of  Pikers  gammon.*" 

His  companions  relaxed  their  hold,  and,  in  a 
sort  of  hysteric  laugh,  endeavoured  to  turn  the 
tables  upon  each  other  as  they  followed  Lilly- 
white  to  the  door. 

The  man  was  lifted  upon  his  1^^  and  placed 
on  a  bench  by  the  active  associates— and  when 
brought  to  the  light,  displayed— though  pale  and 
distorted,  and  with  his  eye-balls  straining  as^ 
reiuiy  to  burst  from  their  sockets — the  well  known 
hce  of  Pike  Gargrave,  who  had,  as  our  readers 
wiQ  recoUect,  been  dispatched  to  build-M>r  rather 
dig  a  house  for  our  unfortunate  friend  Percy  in 
the  garden. 
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The  dumborecs  had  all  been  awakened  by  the 
dasumr  which  mm  prevailed^-^4Md  it  was  acxme 
time  before  the  appalled  sufferer  could  ssffident- 
ly  artitulaie  to  make  known  the  ca^se  of  Us  ter- 
rors. 

Our  readers  will  sptete  the  detail  and  exaggexft'. 
tions  of  the  actual  nanator^  which— ^whatever  their 
effi^ct  upon  his  auditors  might  hare  beeiH— was 
garnished  with  all  those  acoessaries  to  a  fgMhk 
tale,  in  winch  a  man,  whp  has  been  ^^  Youc^flafed 
an  appearance,^  may  be  allowed  to  indulge,  e^ea 
if  his  fears  wece  not  an  admitted  medium  throu^ 
"wldcb  to  magnify  as  well  as  multq^y  the  objects 
of  his  alarm. 

It  must  not  be  omitted,  however,  that  the  sub- 
atano^  of  his  narrative,  to  which  he  bound  himself 
hy  every  asseveration  that  could  be  brouj^  to  at- 
test his  varadty,  recorded,  that  when  he  had 
made  his  way  about  four  fiset  beneadi  the  Bux&oe 
of  the  earth,  in  the  performance  of  his  task-^^ais- 
ing  himself  for  the  purpose  of  exchanging  his 
mattock  for  die  spade  which  lay  on  the  surfiu^, 
he  saw  rising  out  of  the  gptxund,  not  two  yards  be- 
fore him,  and  in  a  direct  line  with  his  own  nose. 
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B  banibie  0peotr&-»-wbite.«fl  a  shroudy  mauuBiiig 
lod  tfareatening  Urn  vith  {^sring  eye^  and  an 
VfHRed  arm ; — ^that  he  endeaYoared  to  screain, 
bat  that  his  tongue  was  minuHilously  fixed  to  the 
roof  of  Us  month,  and  that  he  was  by  some  snper- 
natnnd  means  buried  back  into  the  grave,  whidi 
he  expected  every  moment  to  be  dosedover  him; — 
that  all  remaining  quiet  for  some  time,  he  at 
kfoglih  ventured  to  open  his  eyes,  when,  again,  he 
thoi^t  the  Devil's  fingers  were  on  the  lids-^^v 
not  an  object  could  he  perceive,  so  total  was  the 
darkness  in  which  he  was  involved— -his  landiom 
had  evidently  been  carried  away  by  the  Devil-*- 
and  groping  his  way  in  the  dark  out  of  the  grave, 
he  had  scrambled  along  the  ground — and  scarce- 
ly aUe  to  support  himseif,  as  he  was  sure  he 
heard  something  dose  at  his  beds — just  readied 
the  hall'^door,  in  time  to  £dl  exhausted  into  the 


The  captain  had  remained  in  his  diaur  fircmi 
the  beginning  of  the  recital,  and  a  casud  observ- 
er might  have  hesitated,  under  a  strict  cross-ex- 
amination, to  say,  whether  he  was  whdly  absorb- 
ed by  attention  to  the  details— or  petrified  by 
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them  into  a  statue^— for  he  sat  with  his  head  b^it 
down  upon  his  chest— and  his  hands  grasping  eadi 
an  arm  of  his  chair,  as  if  to  let  go  his  hold  would 
launch  him  into  a  chasm  beneath  his  feet.  As 
the  noise  and  bustle,  however,  increased — for  the 
females  and  children  had  by  this  time  been  recall- 
ed into  the  field — ^he  became  reanimated — and, 
not  knowing  fear  by  name,  as  long  as  he  had 
to  contend  only  with  flesh  and  blood,  he  was 
among  the  very  first  to  reproach  the  delinquoit 
ghost-seer  with  rank  cowardice,  and  swore  his 
belief,  imder  a  discharge  of  gallant  sea  oaths-— 
that  ^<  the  feUow  had  been  scared  by  a  Tom-cat 
—or  a  Jack-o^Lanthom,  from  the  near  bog.*^ 

He  thundered  out  his  orders  for  immediate 
departure— ^commanded  some  to  this  post-— and 
others  to  that — ^bade  the  women  be  on  the  alert 
-»and  the  boys  to  bring  out  the  cattle. — ^^  Take 
to  your  cans,  my  masters — ^here^s  a  toast  for  ye— 
here^s— my  service  to  the  ghost  V* 

Slap— BANG  came  a  crash — ^like  a  peal  of  thun- 
der breaking  through  the  roof— which  brought 
huge  firagments  of  the  broken  plaster  from  the 
ceiling,  and  extinguished  several  of  the  lights. 
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wbikt  it  struck  on  some  heads,  insensible  to  the 
shock  firom  the  more  awfiil  aUirm  which  preceded 
it — Screams— oaths— -every  species  of  ckmour, 
which  the  froisy  of  aUirm  can  caQ  forth  among 
such  a  dass  of  patients,  were  unsparingly  contri- 
buted and  commingled  by  this  terrified  and  half 
prostrate  host.  Some  had  fiillen  beneath  the 
table— others  had  jumped  upcm  it«-the  women 
had  thrown  themselves  together  in  a  heap— and 
the  very  hounds  slunk  under  the  benchds,  after 
their  first  dreary  yell ;  when  the  shock  fell  upon 
the  confederates.  Lill3rwhite  was  not  in  a  humour 
to  be  waggish — although  his  butt,  the  captain, 
lay  back  in  his  chair  with  his  hands  over  his  ^es, 
labouring  to  articulate  such  clauses  of  the  Lord^s 
Prayer  as  he  could  call  to  mind. 

But  the  spirit — ^if  such  it  was— appeared  to  be 
of  too  restless  a  disposition  to  allow  time  for  the 
poor  patients  to  recover  firom  its  inflictions.  The 
noise  was  renewed,  although  in  another  character 
— and  the  heavy  clank  of  chains  was  heard,  as  if 
within  the  very  room  itself.  It  appeared  to  pass 
from  one  side  to  the  others— and  in  every  inter- 
val, moans  were  heard  accompanying  their  pro- 
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giesB.  Tl»  whole  gioupe^  nude  and  female,  were, 
by  a  new  revolution,  now  huddled  together  in 
^  centre  of  the  apartment.  This  was  an  effint 
liey<md  the  powers  of  the  hero,  Hurdefell,  who 
sat,  the  conspicuous  victim  of  stupifying  homnr-^ 
mnmUing  jet  louder  the  broken  firagments  of 
ptayer.— Strange,  however,  to  say,  he  excited 
neither  ridicule  nor  contempt — although,  as  the 
daifis  rattled  about  him,  and  seemed  stationary 
for  a  time  near  his  very  chair,  every  eye  was  di- 
rected towards  him-^-with  the  momentury  expec- 
tation of  seeing  him  vanish  in  a  flame  of  fire  ! 

You  might  now  have  heard  a  pin  drop  in  this 
well  filled  apartment.  Those  who  could  yet  re- 
spire, seemed  to  dread  becoming  a  singled  out 
object  for  the  ghostf^s  particular  ang^,  by  draw- 
ing  their  breath,  so  as  to  be  heard  even  by  them- 
selves. Percy,  equally  astonished  at  aU  that  was 
passing  before  him— but  not  quite  so  cautious — 
uttered  something  betweai  a  sigh  and  a  grow, 
which  was  felt  throughout  the  groupe,  as  if  an 
dectric  spark  had  been  conv^ed  by  it. 

'<  It's  a  fearftd  thmg,""  sobbed  out  a  female 
v<Hce,  ^^  to  murd^  men  in  cold  Uood.^ 
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'^  MuitDEB  r*  mw  diitbieCly  heftrd  as  if  it  were 
an  eeho  in  tl^  aame  key. 

"  Who's  thatr  dtmanded  Lillywhite. 

^<  Mu&DE»  i^  was  again  repeated  in  the  same 
faeOow  tcme  of  voice,  and  there  was  again  a  deep 
and  awftd  silence. 

'^  Shall  we  bury  the  poor  youth  ?^  demanded  a 
ftmale  voice. 

^  Aye — aye,**  was  answered  by  several  othen. 

«  No  I — VQ  r  was  dowly  and  solemnly  ultisred 
hy  the  invisiMe  agent 

Percy  was  startled— the  voice  was  dose  to  Us 
ear. 

^  I  hear  a  footstep  !^  cried  liUywhite.— 
^  Ghosts  don't  wear  Aoes — by  here's  a  tridc, 
and  if  I  don't  Here,  my  lads— don't  be  cowed 
by  a  flhadow-p^ere's  neidier  ghost  nor  devil- 
take  <^yonr  heeltaps,  and  follow  mo        '^ 

He  was  interrupted  by  a  deep  gtoan. 

^<  Aye,  aye.  Master  Ghost,  groan  till  your 
heart  adies — ^111  stop  your  gambols  with  a  ven- 
geance. Here,  Fdtspar,  Bluey,  Wully,  out  with 
your  barking  irons,  and  he  as  likes  to  lay  ghosts 
Mlow  me.   Here,  ye  ould  gapors — ^take  a  -flight 
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here  boy''  — —  and  two  or  three,  thus  ^loouraged, 
ranged  on  die  side  of  Lill3rwhite,  who  advanced 
towards  the  door.  These,  of  course,  had  been 
selected  from  the  flower  of  the  army,  by  this  ex- 
perienced general — ^he  was  not  reduced  to  count 
noses,  or  if  he  had — ^but  no  matter — these  chosen 
men  might  have  been  sdected,  as,  no  doubt,  they 
were,  for  their  superior  strength  of  nerve— but 
they  followed  slowly,  as  if  discretion  were  the  bet- 
ter  part  of  valour  in  their  sober  judgment— others 
joined  them  from  very  opposite  motives — namely, 
because  they  had  not  nerve  to  remain  of  a  party, 
whence  the  strongest  were  about  to  be  subtracted 
—and  every  man,  woman,  and  child,  dung  to 
them,  with  their  eyes  turned  backwards,  as  if 
dreading  to  be  detained  by  the  invisible  power, 
who,  they  doubted  not,  according  to  his  known 
prerogative,  would,  at  least,  secure  the  hindmost ! 
The  gallant  Captain  HurtlefeU  made  an  efibrt 
to  join  in  this  general  retreat — but  it  was  at  first 
beyond  his  strength,  and  before  he  could  rally 
his  spirits  for  a  second  trial,  the  whole  of  the  room 
must  have  been  traversed  alone— as  it  was  now 
nearly  empty— and  the  conviction  that  he  was 
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tied  down  to  his  seat  by  the  phantom,  effectually 
prevented  him  from  making  any  further  attempt 
to  release  himself.  As  the  receding  steps  of  the 
crowd  were  heard  ascending  the  old  spacious 
staircase  of  the  mansion,  the  variation  of-  the 
poise  might  have  been  felt  at  this  man^s  heart— 
and  by  the  time  the  distant  voices  had  subsided 
into  a  confiised  murmur,  which  fear  had  almost 
hushed  into  silence— it  may  be  doubted  whether 
he  was  conscious  even  of  respiration.  His  eyes 
peered  through  the  opening  made  by  his  fingers 
now  strained  over  them,  and  placed  there  as  if 
more  eflS^ctually  to  guard  him  against  some  hor- 
rific vision  momentarily  to  be  apprehended. 
Judge,  gentle  reader,  then,  his  sensations,  when 
these  anticipated  horrors  shewed  themselves  about 
to  be  realised — conceive  his  agonies,  when,  just 
above  the  head  of  Percy  Rycott,  extended  as  a 
corse  in  a  direct  line  with  his  eye-— a  blue  lam* 
bent  flame  appeared — ^which  gradually  spreading 
and  expanding  over  the  apparently  lifeless  form 
— first  shed  a  doubly  ghastly  hue  upon  him,  and 
then  nearly  obscured  him  in  its  increasing  invo- 
lutions. The  man  seemed  to  shrink  within  him- 
11 
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self^  a8>  irith  a  groan^  l^hich  flouikted  like  m  &c^ 
piling  efibrt,  he  dri^;ged  his  almost  paralyied 
legs  under  him  upon  the  upper  rail  of  his  ehair. 
He  wished  to  dose  his  eyes^  and  to  cover  them 
as  he  had  prepared  to  do^-^^-bat  he  cotild  not  take 
them  from  objects  which  seemed  to  fiisdnate, 
whilst  they  almost  annihilated  his  faculties.  Qra^ 
dually  he  behdd  the  half  obscured  and  ghasdy 
ferm  of  Percy  gently  rising  without  an  effi>rt  or 
die  motion  of  a  muscle^  midway  between  the 
floor  and  the  ceiling— and  with  a  groan  that 
struck  upcm  his  soul,  as  if  iron  had  passed  into 
it,  almost  imperceptibly  in  its  gradations*-4is-t 
appear  from  his  view.  He  felt  nothing  morew«» 
Nature  was  subdued  within  him.  His  head  fefl 
back— -his  arms  dropped  paralysed  from  their  ete* 
vation. 

We  cannot  conclude  tMa  exttaotdinary  passable 
in  our  history,  without  oondnding  our  curious 
readers — others  may  remain  lidhind  widi  tbt  gdU 
lant  rufflati  Hurtlefell— oip  the  staircase  of  the 
old  Manor-house  of  Kalwart  Most  gaHandy 
did  the  leader  Lillywhite  lead  the  van,  and  m 
gallantly  stn^de  the  creaking   stairs  after  Urn 
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Itts  valiaat  staff.    Happy  did  liioae  deem  tfaem- 
sdres  who  gained  the  interior  of  the  dubbed  bat- 
talion which  had  made  good  its  footing  on  ike 
laading-filace— whiUt  Ubonring  at  the  boasted 
powCT  of  the  Hoimyhims,  to  see  behind  as  weH 
as  before  them.     The  rear  guard,  which  eould 
not  advance  heycnd  the  stanrcase  itself,  acted  as 
a  lever  to  force  forward  the  phalanx*      The 
great  foldii^  docars  o£  the  apartment — ^which  not 
only  extended  over  the  room*  below,  but  tock  tihe 
whole  range  of  the  building  on  that  side  ct  -the 
building,  and  had  formerly  been  used  as  a  gal-. 
lay  fat  pictures— were  firmly  fkstened  within, 
and  here  the  first  impediment  to  the  progress  of 
the  enterprise  presented  it8el£       It  cannot  be 
doubted  that  there  were  means  sufficient  at  hand 
to  fovoe  a  mere  timber  barrier,  and,  indeed,  the 
pressure  firom  behind  threatened  to  decade  the 
questimi,  before  the  council  of  war  had  half  dis- 
coased  it. 

The  doubt  which  had  oecanoned  this  suspen- 
sioncxf  arms  was  started  by  one  of  the  party^— who 
being  perhiqfn  better  quafified  for  a  n^otiacor 
than  8  generaU-4hought  it  belter  to  sound  a  par* 
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ley  with  the  enemy,  in  the  course  of  which  better 
means  might  be  afibrded  of  ascertaining  whether 
they  had  to  contend  with  a  carnal  or  a  spiritual 
force.  If  the  former,  their  arms  were  sufficient  to 
encounter  half  a  troop  of  dismounted  dragoons, 
who,  it  was  shrewdly  inferred,  could  not  have 
brought  their  horses  with  diem,  unless  by  super- 
natural aid— but  if  the  latter,  an  old  missal  or  a 
prayer-book  was  a  force  better  able  to  cope,  with 
any  probalnlity  of  success,  with  their  adversary. 

Lill3rwhite  would  have  easily  warded  off  this 
objection  by  some  turn  of  waggery— -had  he  been 
folly  satisfied  in  his  own  mind  that  he  was  not  ac- 
tually leading  his  forces  against  a  squadron  duly 
commissioned  from  the  Red  Sea.  But  the  ftct 
is — ^the  brayado  had  half  expended  itsd^  even 
upon  his  stronger  nerves,  before  he  had  reached 
the  place  of  destination,  and  the  doubt  of  his 
adjutant  had  come  very  seasonably  to  his  relief 
by  affording  breathing  tune  at  least  before  the 
final  blow  was  to  be  stricken.  He  was  not  pre- 
pared to  controvert  the  prudence  of  the  propor- 
tion, but  professed  himself  at  some  loss  in  finding 
the  means  of  obtaining  the  ammunition  required. 
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in  tlie  event  of  the  enemy  disproving  his  title  to 
flesh  and  blood. 
^  Has  every  man  his  fopper  and  his  toaster  i^ 
"  Aye,  aye — alL" 

^  Has  any  man  a  prayer-book  or  a  BiUe  ?^ 
There  was  no  answer.   <<  The  case  is  decided,^ 

died  Lillywhite ;  <' and  if  it  should  be '""and 

his  speech  was  checked  by  a  thin  dear  stream  of 
Uoe  light  projected  through  die  key-hole  of  the 
door. 

^  6ie  me  a  doien  arthe  yard-aim,^  cried  one 
of  the  crowd,  *'  if  that  ar^t  as  good  a  Bengal  light 
as  erer  was  mannifacterd.^ 
**  I  smell  it,^  cried  another. 
^  And  I  smell  it  too,^  quoth  Lill3rwhit&^ 
^  Ghosts  don\  make  Bengal  lights — ^Now,  my 
boys,  a  posh— -a  strong  push,  and  a  push  altoge- 
ther for  the  devil  and  his  legions.^    And  retreat- 
ing, in  order  to  give  full  efiect  to  his  command, 
Ae  entire  force  of  the  compacted  body  was  return- 
ed against  the  door,  which  not  only  gave  way,  but 
bron^t  the  whole  of  the  advanced  guard  upon 
their  hands  and  feet  into  the  room. 

Those  behind  pushed  forward,  thinking  any 
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change  mtist  better  them,  and  tte  p^  m^  Cbiw 
fusion  of  the  scene,  which  prevented  those  ftmn 
rising  who  had  fallen,  and  brought  every  one  down 
as  he  or  she  advanced,  spread  throughout  the 
corps  ft  new  and  stronger  conviction  than  eVer, 
upon  the  major  part,  that  they  were  under  some 
spell  or  witchery.  Nor  was  this  impression  di- 
minished, when  those  who  were  b^imdng  to  re- 
cover themselves  among  the  foremost — ^behdd,  at 
an  extreme  point  of  the  apartment,  an  object  which, 
by  a  dim  light  around  it,  looked  like  a  movfaig 
corpse,  slowly  retreating  firom  their  view— -and, 
before  Lillywhite  could  exclaim,  "  By  —  'tis 
the  dead  boy  below  !"*— «  shriek  was  heard  rever- 
beradng  through  the  dreary  apartment— and  a 
sudden  illumination,  followed  by  an  explosion  ^t 
shook  the  hoiise  to  its  foundations,  completed  the 
concision  of  the  assailants. 

All — ^whatever  might  be  the  doubts  of  some — 
were  hurried  backward  by  the  same  impulse. 
Si^me  were  trampled  down— ^but  none  attended  to. 
The  shrieks,  the  groans,  the  execrations,  were  ter- 
rific— ^but  nothing  to  those  which  followed,  when, 
as  the  whole  body  were  clustered  on  and  about  it. 
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the  old  staircase,  unused  to  such  a  pressure,  gave 
way,  and,  with  a  crash  that  might  have  alarmed 
Beelzebub  himself,  precipitated  its  own  fragments 
and  its  clustering  tenants,  in  one  mass  of  ruins, 
to  the  level  below. 

We  have  not  collected  the  details  of  fractures 
•—or  of  the  killed  and  wounded  Upon  the  occasion 
— nor  will  our  readers,  we  suspect,  quarrel  with  us 
for  the  omission  ;-^but  there  is  great  reason  to  be- 
fieve,  that  the  captain— -and  in  precedence  it  was 
doubtless  his  due-^-was  the  only  individual  of  the 
girilant  band  who  was  really  more  frightened  than 
hurt. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

I  BEG  leave  to  assure  my  readers,  that  I  am 
perfeedy  well  versed  in  the  modes  by  whidi 
writers  of  romance  extricate  themselves  fix)m  all 
the  difficulties  which  occur  in  accounting  for  su- 
pernatural appearances — ^when  they  are  no  longer 
of  use  to  puzzle  either  the  heroes,  the  heroines,  or 
those  readers  who  love  to  tremble  imder  the  hor- 
rors of  their  recital.  But  I  am  employed  in  writ- 
ing a  real  history,  and  although  I  might  find— 
andno  doubt  should  find — ^many  well-disposed  per- 
sons ready  to  acquiesce  in  the  justice  and  proprie- 
ty of  super-human  agency,  in  extricating  an  UAof- 
fisnding  young  man  firom  the  scalping-knives  of  a 
horde  of  savages,  I  am  willing  to  abide  by  the 
Horatian  injunction,  to  have  nothing  to  do  with 
gods  and  demons,  unless— I  could  not  do  without 
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them.  I  have  no  occasion  for  such  machinery^  as 
long  as  my  Note-book  is  capable  of  supfdying  sa- 
tisfiurtory  materials  for  the  natural  solution  of  all 
difficulties  which  may  possibly  occur  in  our  narra- 
tive. 

.  Without,  therefore,  trying  thy  patience  further, 
my  good  friend— or  teasing  you  to  surmise  how 
these  diings  couldhave  happened,  especially  as  you 
may  be  obliged  to  go  to  bed  in  the  dark,  just  in 
diis  passage  of  our  history — I  shall  simj^y  call  to 
your  recollection  a  wild  young  aid-du*camp  of  Cob 
Percy  in  his  mountain  enterprises — to  whom,  even 
since  the  commencement  of  our  history,  he  has  al- 
ready been  indebted  for  his  life,  and,  what  he  va- 
lued still  higher,  the  life  of  Loo  BeUenden.  It 
win  be  remembered — at  least  it  ought  to  be  re- 
membered by  a  steady  and  attentive  reader — ^that, 
to  one  of  Captain  HurdefeU^s  questions  respect- 
ing Fanner  Blencow^s  cattle,  an  answer  was  given, 
that  the  said  cattle  could  not  be  safely  borrowed, 
because  his  son  was  abtoad — and  a  sort  of  suspi- 
cion insinuated,  that  he  was  upon  what  is  called 
the  «  Look-out.'' 
The  suspicion  was  justified  by  the  event.     It 
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waa  known  about  the  coast,  that  a  large  cargo  of 
contraband  goods  had  been  <<  run,^  and  the  land- 
ing eflfected—- and  those  fanners  and  land  owners 
in  the  neighbourhood,  who  were  not  good  natured- 
ly  disposed  to  have  their  horses  pressed  into  the 
service,  even  though  the  occasional  douceur  of  a 
few  pounds  of  tea,  or  half  a  dosen  k^  of  spirits, 
were  found  in  their  bams  and  stables  the  next 
morning — ^were  determined  to  give  all  the  aid  in 
their  power  to  the  King^s  officers,  in  dislodging 
what  they  had  some  reason  to  consider  a  heavy 
tax  upon  their  property.  Young  Blencow,  whose 
activity  and  science  in  the  carte  du  pays  was 
universally  known  and  acknowledged,  was  easily 
induced  by  his  father,  and  other  non-confimnists 
to  this  liberal  system,  to  tender  his  services  on  the 
occasion— and  he  soon  traced  the  scouts  into  their 
new  retreat 

Now,  Blencow  had  a  little  of  the  rogue  in 
him— and  well  it  was  for  his  patron  Percy  that  he 
had.— The  fiict  is,  it  was  owing  to  a  conspiraqr, 
formed  by  this  young  adventurer  among  his 
thoughtless  companions,  that  poor  oldGMdarC,  the 
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&rmer  tenant,  had  been  driyen  out  of  the  old 
Manor-house  <^  Kalwart. 

The  fimner  had  given  some  (^Ofence  to  these 
youi^sters-i^-pardybyvithdiawinghisdaughters — 
fine  handsome  bssies — &om  some  of  their  accus- 
tomed ^rts,  and  other  little  encroachments  as 
they  chose  to  call  them,  upcm  their  freedom  of  in- 
tercourse— ^which  determined  them  to  frighten  the 
old  gentleman  out  of  a  numnon,  which,  owing  to 
its  dilapidated  state— the  residence  of  the  owner 
in  a  distant  county,  and,  abore  all,  from  its  repu- 
tation of  not  being  wholly  free  from  unearthly 
taumts,  he  rented  upon  terms  too  easy,  for  a  cur- 
mudgeon who  had  tak^i  upon  him  to  become  a 
check  upon  his  younger  neighbours.  We  have  al- 
ready given  a  sketch  of  t}ie  elevatbn  of  this  old 
Manor-house — wid  Percy  could  give,  perhaps,  a 
move  detailed,  though  somewhat  partial,  account 
of  the  interior — ^but  it  was  to  Blenoow  alone, 
and  those  whom  he  admitted  into  his  secret  coun- 
cils, that  the  real  nature  <^  the  building  was  per- 
fecdy  known.  It  had,  during  the  dvil  wars,  been 
in  the  occupation  of  one  of  Cromwell^s  generals, 
and  upon  the  Restoration,  was  fitted  up  by  him,  as 
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the  retreat  of  those  persons,  who,  from  time  to 
time,  were  more  particularly  obnoxious  to  the 
reigning  powers.  Never  was  there  a  ^t  better 
suited  to  the  purpose— "both  as  regarded  its  locali- 
ty, which  was  in  a  secluded  glen  in  the  very 
heart  of  that  mountainous  district— and  its  con- 
struction, which  boasted  all  the  massive  and  sub- 
stantial formof  architecture  of  the  reigns  of  Elisa- 
beth and  the  first  James.  The  thickness  of  the 
walls  admitted  of  secret  chambers,  as  well  as  pas- 
sages— ^which  Ephraim  Calgart  so  enlarged,  and 
extended  for  his  own  especial  purposes,  that  two 
fiimilies  might  have  been  housed  within  the  walls 
for  a  twelvemonth  without  ever  coming  to  a 
knowledge  of  each  other. 

This,  then,  wiQ  explain  the  whole  mystery  of 
the  haunted  house.  By  some  accident,  Bl^cow 
had  obtained  a  dew  to  the  secret,  and  wh^  he 
had  determined  upon  avenging  the  cause  of  him- 
self and  his  companions,  upon  the  ofiending  Gel- 
dart,  he  had  conveyed  to  his  secret  recesses  all 
those  aids  and  auxiliaries  to  supernatural  agency, 
which  have  been  attributed  to  troubled  spirits  as 
their  right  by  every  succeeding  generation  of 
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goeeipe  and  woiider-seekers  since  their  primeval 
institution! 

When  he  had  traced  the  outposts— <»r  radier 
the  scouring  parties  of  the  smugglers  to  this  their 
new  possession,  he  naturally  availed  himsdf  of 
ibe  advantage  which  would  make  him  master  of 
all  thdv  plans  and  proceedings— and  by  these 
means  he  became  an  unprepared  spectator  of  all 
that  had  passed  respecting  his  poor  friend  and  pa- 
tron Percy.  Fortunately,  his  materials  had  not 
all  been  expended  upon  Goodman  Grddart— he 
finmd  in  his  stores  sufficient  remnants  of  sulphur, 
saltpetre,  and  powder,  for  his  pesent  purpose,  with 
the  means  and  appurtenances  to  boot  of  chains, 
bolts,  and  pipes,  for  the  conveyance  of  sound.  His 
only  desideratum  was  a  light— and  the  grave-dig- 
ger supplied  him  with  his  lanthom,  which  he  pro- 
bably would  have  ceded  to  no  lesser  a  power  than 
his  Satanic  majesty,  of  whose  personal  appearance 
he  entertained  not  a  particle  of  doubt. 

The  two  great — and  unfortunately  opposed  ob- 
jects of  the  grand  operator,  were,  first,  to  drive 
the  smugglers  out  of  the  room,  in  which  they 
were  all  assembled — and  next,  when,  by  the  quick- 
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11688  of  Lilly  white's  eai^,  they  were  prooeeding  to 
the  apartment  above,  to  detain  them,  if  possiUe, 
from  entering  it,  before  he  was  pr^ared  for  their 
reception.  The  moment  they  had  vacated  the 
former-— with  the  exception  of  the  immoveaUe 
captain-'-'he  proceeded  to  effect  his  first  coup  de 
main.  The  pamiel,  which  was  formed  like  die 
other  compartmaats  of  the  dark  wainscotted  room, 
and  in  which  the  staple  was  fixed,  which  held 
Percy  half  suspended  by  the  cords,  forming  the 
ligature  of  his  arms,  was  one  of  the  communica- 
tions between  the  common  and  the  secret  apart- 
ments of  the  dwelling,  and  moved  upon  a  hinge 
concealed  within  the  mouldings  of  the  compartment 
itself.  In  order  to  cover  his  retreat,  Blencow  had 
reoourse  to  his  blue-lights,  to  conceal  his  opera- 
tions from  the  stupified  captain — and  in  his  pasr 
sage  through  the  gallery  above,  was  compelled  to 
repeat  his  experiment,  in  order  to  gain  time  to 
drag  poor  Percy,  who  was  incapable  of  moving 
himself,  to  a  concealed  door  at  the  opposite  end, 
through  which  only  could  his  immediate  escape— r 
rendered  necessary  by  his  friend^s  desperate  situ- 
ation—he secured.     We  have  seen  the  success 
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which  attended  the  operatioiis  of  the  campaign— < 
which,  if  we  give  credit  to  a  report,  which  speaks 
of  a  bode  haying  been  purloined  from  Mr  Paston^i 
fibrary,  containing  Dr  Plot^a  Narrative,  with 
«<  Funny  Joe  CoUinsV  Confessions  upon*  the  same 
— ^was  probaUy  carried  on,  upon  a  system,  which, 
as  it  wasfound  capable  of  frightening  a  wholeboard 
of  sainted  commissioners  out  of  their  wits,  may  ea- 
sily  be  sujqmed  to  have  produced  its  frdl  eiect 
upon  a  host  of  smugglers,  who  could  not  be  sus^ 
pected  of  haying  anything  saintly  about  them. 

The  remaining  di£9culties  were  to  be  overcome 
by  extreme  vigilance  and  activity.  A  door,  con- 
oealed  within  a  buttress  of  the  building,  opened 
upon  the  stable-yard — and  the  first  rush  of  air 
so  fin*  restored  Percy  to  his  senses  as  to  enaUe 
him,  after  a  short  time,  to  comprehend,  from  the 
whispers  and  motions  of  Blencow,  the  necessity  of 
silence  and  obedience  to  orders.  The  latter  pla- 
ced his  friend  on  the  ground,  with  his  back  sup- 
ported in  a  nook,  which  even  the  occasional 
burst  of  moonlight  only  rmidered  more  obscure. 
He  proceeded  on  tip-toe  to  the  stables.  The  first 
door  he  tried  was  locked— and  the  slight  noise 
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Hiade  in  the  eflbrt  to  turn  the  latch  awakened  the 
watchfid  dog  withm,  and  drove  him  to  the  next — 
conscious,  that,  ahnost  instinctively,  the  ear  of  a 
smuggler  would  catch  the  notes  of  the  animals, 
who  were' taught  to  give  tongue  only  when  an  ene- 
my—or, at  least,  a  stranger — ^was  at  hand. 
,  This  door  also  was  locked — ^but  there  appeared 
to  be  no  dog  on  the  watch  within.  It  was  no 
time  for  deliberation.  He  set  his  shoulders  to  the 
job — and  drove  the  rotten  door  from  its  fiistenings. 
—The  dogs  from  the  acyoining  stable  began  to 
bark  most  horribly — ^he  felt  his  way — ^for  he  had 
been  obliged  to  sacrifice  his  light  in  the  last  explo- 
sion above — and  finding  himself  in  contact  with 
the  rump  of  a  horse,  he  followed  his  touch  until 
he  reached  the  head — ^which  had  only  a  halter  on 
it— he  dared  not  be  scrupulous — ^he  turned,  and 
led  the  animal  out  of  the  stable  towards  the  spot 
where  Percy  lay.  He  called  upon  him  for  exer- 
tion — ^but  he  lay  like  a  child  in  his  arms,  as  he 
lifted  him  from  the  ground. — ^He  could  only 
raise  him  up  so  as,  by  an  effort,  to  throw  him, 
like  a  sack,  across  the  back  of  the  animal,  who  be^ 
gan  to  snort  and  fidget  under  a  burthen  to  which 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


CHAPTEE  XIV. 

he  did  not  seem  to  have  be^i  accustomed.  At 
this  moment,  Blencow  heard  the  front  door  of  the 
mansion  thrown  open — followed  by  the  sound  of 
voices,  as  of  persons  issuing  hastily  from  the  por- 
tal The  stables,  at  an  angle  of  which  he  now 
stood,  were  situated  on  the  side  of  the  main  build- 
ing, and  he  was  still  concealed  from  view,  but  a 
few  paces  would  bring  him  in  a  line  with  the  front, 
which  could  not  be  passed  without  encountering 
the  party  who  now  occupied  it,  and  the  reflection 
of  whose  lights  was  visible  on  the  opposite  wall, 
which  formed  the  garden  boundary  from  the  road, 
through  a  breach  of  which,  it  will  be  recollected, 
Percy  made  his  first  entry.  He  would  not  have 
hesitated,  had  he  known  his  horse — and  deeply 
did  he  regret  at  the  moment,  that  one  of  his  fii- 
ther^s  cattle  had  not  formed  the  temporary  stud  of 
the  gang-~but  the  animal  kept  snorting  and 
plunging  at  every  attempt  he  made  to  mount, 
which  was  farther  impeded  by  the  necessity  of 
maintaining  Percy'^s  balance  on  his  back,  from 
which,  every  moment,  he  seemed  in  danger  of  idl- 
ing on  one  side  or  the  other. 
The  barking  and  howling  of  the  dogs,  whose 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


334  PCECY  MALLOEY. 

quick  eart  caught  all  that  was  passiiig  in  their 
neighbourhood,  could  no  longer,  Blencow  felt  as- 
sured, remain  unnoticed  by  their  masterg.  A  des- 
perate efibrt  placed  him  in  his  seat  He  graqied 
the  body  of  Percy  with  <me  hand— seixed  the  hal- 
ter with  the  other — and,  with  its  pendant  end, 
formed  a  sort  of  whip. — Clapping  his  heels  against 
the  ddes  of  the  animal,  he  resolved  to  take  the 
desperate,  because  the  only  chance  of  escape,  of 
passing  fiill  speed  within  view  of  his  enemies,  and 
thus  gain  time,  before  they  could  take  horse  to 
follow  him.  Had  Percy  not  hem  so  comjdete- 
ly  put  hors  de  e&mbaty  no  difficulty  would  have 
presented  itself  to  his  mind— -for,  on  foot,  their 
general  knowledge  of  the  hill  country  would  have 
set  a  legion  of  horsemen  at  defiance.  As  it  was, 
their  only  chance  was  the  bold  one,  upon  which 
Blencow  now  determined  to  adventure. 

Upon  feeling  the  beds  at  his  side,  the  animal 
probably  calculated  upon  something  more  pungent 
that  was  to  follow— and  the  simultaneous  applica- 
tion of  what  he  might  for  once  or  twice  mistake 
for  a  well  thonged  whip,  contributed,  no  doubt, 
to  produce  a  very  evident  disposition  to  be  obedi- 
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ent.  The  maimer  of  displaying  it,  nevertheless, 
proved  little  satisfiictory  to  a  rider,  who,  without 
saddle  or  saddle-cloth,  had  to  maintain,  not  only 
his  own,  but  the  balance  €£  another  upon  his  back, 
for,  at  two  most  extraordinary  springs,  he  brought 
hims^  and  his  burden  very  nearly  to  the  ground, 
and,  at  the  same  moment,  displayed  both,  just 
within  the  angle  of  incidence,  at  which  the  smug- 
glers and  their  apparent  victims  became  palpably 
visible  to  each  other.  After  this  feat,  the  horse 
stood  stock-still,  as  if  he  thought  the  effort  he 
had  made  was  amply  sufficient  for  all  the  pur- 
poses of  his  rider,  and  turned  his  head  towards 
the  lights  and  the  objects  they  exhibited,  in  and 
about  the  frcmt  porch.  Blencow,  in  a  moment, 
perceived  the  cause  of  his  failure,  and  the  occa- 
sion of  his  dai^er,  which  nothing  short  of  a 
miracle,  he  felt,  could  now  avert  from  his  unfor- 
tunate companion  and  himsdf  iTo  the  fore  foot 
of  the  animal  had  been  attached,  by  a  chain,  a 
ponderous  biUet  of  wood,  by  way  of  tether,  to  re- 
lease himself  from  which  had  been  the  occasion 
of  an  the  diffictdties  which  presented  themselves 
at  first  starting,  and  perfectly  accounted  for  a 
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noise  which  Blencow  had  hitherto  attributed  to 
the  efforts  of  the  dogs  to  rdease  themselyes  from 
the  staUe. 

To  dismount  in  the  fiu»  of  the  enemy,  in  cnrder 
to  remedy  the  evil,  was  only  to  surrender  himsdf 
to  immediate  destruction — and  Percy  must  have 
fidlen  from  the  horse  whilst  he  attempted  the 
operation,  even  had  the  attempt  been  practicable 
under  the  circumstances. — ^His  doubts,  and  his 
very  agitations,  proved  the  saf^^uard  of  both. 
He  had  entirely  forgotten,  in  the  confiision  of  the 
moment,  that,  preparatory  to  his  attack  upcm  the 
grave-diggOT,  he  had  plastered  his  fiioe  with  meal 
or  flour,  and  thrown  off  his  jacket,  so  as  to  dis- 
play only  his  shirt,  skirts  and  all,  for  the  better 
personification  of  a  grim  white  spectee  I  The 
horror,  therefore,  displayed  in  his  own  features, 
now  distorted  by  a^rehension  of  immediate  de- 
struction, aided  by  the  ghastly  hue  thrown  over 
them  by  the  previous  process,  together  with  the 
partial  view  obtained  of  him,  and  the  fortunate 
coincidence  of  the  mare  he  rode  being  grey-— and, 
therefore,  in  this  instance,  at  least,  proving  to  be 
the  better  horse— afforded,  especially  after  what 
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ihey  had  seen,  heard,  and  suffered  themselves, 
such  a  ccmfirmation  of  Pike  Gargrave^s  report  of 
ihe  spectre,  that,  after  a  howl  of  horror,  of  which 
it  is  impossible  to  convey  an  adequate  notion  to 
the  reader— every  light,  and  every  individual  of 
the  scared  gang  was,  in  half  the  time  we  are  oc- 
cupied in  relating  the  event,  securely  rehoused 
within  the  door,  which  was  shut  with  a  violence 
that  reverberated  among  the  hills  like  a  peal  of 
thunder. 

Blencow  could  scarcely  believe  the  evidence  of 
his  eyes— he  b^an  to  doubt,  even,  whether 
something  more  than  mere  human  agency  had  not 
been  employed  in  his  favour — his  reflections, 
however,  did  not  impede  his  more  active  opera- 
tions— ^his  mind  was  quickly  made  up  as  to  what 
was  necessary  to  be  done.  The  very  impediment 
to  which  a  moment  before  he  had  rashly  attribut- 
ed his  impending  destruction,  he  now  felt  might 
be  made  the  most  secure  means  of  preventing  a 
premature  detection.  No  sooner  had  the  crowd 
disappeared  from  the  door,  than  he  heard  the  hea- 
vy casements,  even  within  a  short  distance  of  him, 
cautiously  opened  from  within.     The  least  error 
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in  judgment  might  be  fatal.  In  a  subdued  tone 
— ^but  one  which  he  felt  he  could  render  intelligi- 
ble to  his  poor  shackled  brute,  he  encouraged  her 
to  proceed  slowly.  She,  no  doubt,  flattered  by 
his  soothing  tones  into  acquiescence,  proceeded, 
step  by  step,  dragging,  at  each  move,  if  not  a 
^^  lengthened  chain,*"  at  least  a  rattling  one,  which 
was  more  important  on  the  present  occasion.  The 
most  studied  effort  of  ingenuity  could  not  have 
achieved  a  more  apt  illusion  for  the  persons  upon 
whom  it  was  operating — and  nothing  could  have 
been  wanting  to  rival  the  very  best  representative 
of  his  renowned  rival  in  Don  Juan,  had  Blencow 
been  prepared  with  an  ostrich  plume  for  a  head- 
piece. 

It  was  necessary,  as  I  have  before  observed,  to 
pass  in  a  line,  still  beyond  the  outer  wall,  in  the 
very  front  of  the  house.  The  obscurity,  broken 
only  by  the  partial  lights  which  issued  fit)m  one 
or  two  of  the  casements,  gave  a  sort  of  catching 
and  imperfect  form  to  the  passing  objects,  which, 
aided  by  the  mists  which  had  only  been  partially 
dispersed  by  the  wind,  in  no  small  degree  height- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


CHAPTER  XIT.  339 

ened  the  mysterious  effect  of  the  scene,  upon  the 
fears  of  the  garrison.  - 

Blencow  was  too  good  a  politician,  however,  to 
cany  the  expedient  beyond  the  due  limits  of  its 
probable  success.  He  recollected  the  quick  tran- 
sition of  Lillywhite  from  fear  to  suspicion — and 
was  no  sooner,  therefore,  beyond  the  wall,  and 
secured  by  a  sudden  turn  of  the  road,  than  he 
diecked  his  charger,  and  gently  dropping  from 
her  back,  unbuckled  the  clog,  and  finding  Percy 
sufficiently  recovered  as  to  be  raised  upon  her 
back,  he  resumed  his  seat,  and  holding  his  suffer- 
ing companion  firmly  round  the  waist,  put  the 
mare  into  a  sharp  trot,  and  was  soon  in  a  track, 
-where,  from  his  rapid  observations,  he  knew  he 
might  set  all  the  activity  or  ingenuity  of  his  pur- 
suers at  defiance. 

The  route  he  was  thus  compelled  to  take,  how- 
ever, had  this  disadvantage,  that  it  cut  him  off 
from  those  prompt  and  immediate  resources,  whkh 
the  urgency  of  Percy's  case  seemed  to  require — as 
it  withdrew  him  from  the  line  of  road  in  which  lay 
his  &ther's  house.  But  from  what  he  had  collect- 
ed in  the  course  of  conversation  among  the  smug- 
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glerS)  this  was  the  very  road  they  must  necessari- 
ly take  for  the  purpose  of  reaching  the  spot  they 
had  named  for  a  rendezvous — and  he  doubted 
not,  that  the  effect  of  their  pesent  alarms  would 
tend  rather  to  expedite  than  retard  Aar  moye- 
ments. 

The  night  was  tempestuous,  but  not  rainy .^ 
The  moon  occasionally  burst  from  beneath  the 
flitting  and  rapidly  succeeding  douds,  and  Blen- 
cow  not  only  saw  his  way,  but  had  shortly  fixed 
upon  the  plan  he  now  hastened  to  adopt  Percy 
breathed  more  freely,  either  from  the  effect  of  the 
air  thus  blowing  freely  around  him,  or  from  the 
motion  of  the  horse,  which  was  increased  or  check- 
ed as  Blencow  perceived,  or  thought  he  perceived, 
it  produced  its  effects  upon  his  companion,  who 
had  not  yet  sufficiently  recovered,  to  answer  any 
question  put  to  him— and  could  only  occasionally 
utter  a  sigh  or  a  groan,  as  he  lay  back  in  the 
friendly  grasp  of  his  guide. 
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After  proceeding  in  this  manner  for  some 
ccmsiderable  time,  Blencow,  with  his  helpless 
charge,  began  to  descend  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  range  they  had  hitherto  been  climbing — and 
shortly  after  reaching  an  indosure,  which  evi- 
dently led  to  a  house,  whose  chimnies  were  ever 
and  anon  disclosed  by  the  fitM  passages  of  the 
douds  from  over  the  disk  of  the  moon,  Blmcow 
demanded  of  Percy  if  he  knew  where  they  were 
^— as  if  he  wished  to  consult  him  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  demanding  admission — ^but  receiving  no 
answer,  he  felt  called  upon  to  decide  for  himself 
— and  the  very  inability  of  his  companion  con- 
vinced him,  that  all  delay  in  affording  him  suc- 
cour was  to  be  avoided.  With  this  view,  he  gent- 
ly dropped  from  his  horse  when  he  had  reached 
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the  barrier  which  marked  the  entrance  to  the 
small  inclosed  paddock  in  which  stood  the  house 
— and  holding  Percy  firmly  on  his  seat,  opened 
the  gate,  and  led  the  horse  forward  to  the  door  of 
the  building. — He  rang,  but  no  answer  was  re- 
turned.— He  repeated  the  signal,  and  a  window 
at  some  distance  above  him  was  opened,  and  a 
female  voice  demanded  "  Who  was  there  ?'* 

Blencow  answered,  by  entreating  admisfflon  for 
a  wounded  gendeman  who  must  die  if  some  relief 
were  not  immediately  afforded  him. 

*^  What  have  wounded  gentlemen  to  do  wan- 
dering about  the  country  at  this  time  of  night  ?^ 
was  the  answer. 

^^  He  has  fallen  among  rogues,  Ma^am.^ 

"  I  dorft  doubt  it — and  so  may  we— or  they 
may  fall  among  us  if  we  open  our  doors  to  them.** 

^^  For  Grod^s  sake !  think,  good  lady — if 
death '^ 

*^  That^s  no  business  of  mine — ^you  donH  talk 
much  like  a  dying  man,  friend.^ 

"  It  is  not  myself,  Ma'am.'' 

"  What  is  it  you  want  then  P'* 

**  It's  my  comrade." 
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^^  Oh !— then  there^s  a  gang  of  you— I  shall 
settle  this  business  very  shortly. — Here  Samuel 
— Jarvis.^  And  the  jingle  of  bells  was  heard 
sommoning  the  household  to  the  aid  of  their  mis- 
tress, who  appeared  to  deem  it  necessary  to  put 
the  garrison  in  a  state  of  defence. 

A  small  sweet  voice  interrupted  the  reverie  in- 
to which  this  inhospitable  treatment  had  thrown 
poor  Blencow.  It  seemed  to  issue  from  a  small 
casement  just  over  the  porch  before  which  he  stood 
supporting  Percy. 

"  For  Heaven^s  sake,  Sir — ^tell  me  what  has 
happened  !^ 

*^  A  thousand  blessings  on  you,  young  lady— - 
it  is  a  gentleman  l^adly  wounded  by  the  smug- 
glers.'' 

«  Wounded  r 

**  Aye — ^to  death  I  fear — ^if  speedy  help  ben't 
given  him." 

"  Who  is  he,  Sir? — speak — quick — and  who 
are  you?" 

*^  My  name  is  Blencow." 

"  Blencow— -surely-^yet  speak  again— Who  is 
your  friend  ?" 
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«  Mr  Percy  Eycott,  Miss.'' 

'<  Gracious  Heaven  !^  And  the  casement  was 
shut  with  violence^  whilst  a  new  peal  was  set  up 
within — to  which  was  now  added  the  aiq;>earance 
of  quick  passing  lights  along  several  of  the  win* 
dows.  Blencow  heard  voices,  and  footsteps  ap- 
proaching the  door,  which  seemed  to  bode  no 
good  to  his  cause.  He  was  alarmed  lest  an  at- 
tack should  be  made  upon  himself  and  his  help- 
less fiiend  before  a  parley  could  be  sounded. 

He  shouted  out,  so  as  to  be  heard  within  caD^ 
ing  for  mercy — and  aid — swearing,  in  the  same 
breath,  that  his  intentions  were  honest,  and  aD 
that  he  required  was  some  temporary  shelter  for 
his  companion,  who  must  &11  a  victim,  should  it 
be  much  longer  denied  to  him.  He  thought  he 
heard  something  like  a  diversion  in  his  &you]v— 
for  there  had  evidently  arisen  a  contest  of  ofa- 
nions  within — and  a  house  divided  against  it- 
self, he  thought — ^but  before  he  could  come  to 
any  decision  upon  the  question,  the  door  was 
thrown  open,  and  exhibited  a  fiur  female  form, 
simply  enveloped  in  a  loose  wrapping  gown,  strug- 
gling with  another  form,  not  so  feminine,  but 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


CHAPTER  XY.    '  345 

of  i^parently  higher  authority — gnnoimded  by 
seyeral  hal£-equipped  waiting  damsels — and  two 
brawny  fellows,  with  little  more  than  their  shirts 
to  theb  backs,  each  armed  with  a  Uimderbusa, 
which  seemed  to  Blencow  formidable,  rathe^ 
from  the  unskilful  manner  in  which  they  earned 
them — than  from  any  appearance  of  intention,  on 
the  part  <^  the  bearers,  to  use  them  ofiensiTely. 

^^  Miss  Bellenden,^  cried  the  superior,  in  a  tone 
of  command,  ^^  I  insbt  upon  your  immediately 
retiring  to  your  chamber.'" 

Percy  seemed  for  a  moment  to  revive  at  the 
sound  of  the  name— but  it  was  little  more  than  a 
convuIsiYe  start 

<^  No  power  on  earth,  Madam,^  replied  Miss 
Bellenden,  with  firmness,  ^^  shall  remove  me  from 
this  spot,  until  this  scene  is  explained — and ^ 

"  God  bless  you.  Miss,"  interrupted  Blencow, 
with  tears  in  his  eyes — ^^  do  not  let  him  die  for 
want  erf* ^ 

^*  Die  r  exclaimed  she,  forcing  herself  from 
Mrs  Norcli£Pe^s  hold,  and  rushing  towards  the 
-"  No !-— though  my  life  be  given  to  save 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


346  PERCY  MALLORT. 

his — Here,  Samuel — ^lay  down  your  anns— come 
and  help  him  from  his  horse.'" 

'^  On  your  peril,  Mr  Samuel," — cried  Mrs 
Norcliffe,  and  placed  her  hand  upon  his  arm  to 
arrest  his  willing  progress. 

"  Why,  Madam,  the  gendeman  maun ^ 

'*  Silence,  Sir — and  be  obedient.'*' 

**  And  is  this.  Madam,*"  retorted  Loo  Bellen- 
den,  ^*  is  this — ^pardon  me — ^the  Christian  charity 
which  you  make  your  boast  ?'^ 

"  No  infidel  taunts,  Miss,  I  desire. — I  know 
my  duty.'* 

"  And  I  will  perform  mine — Mr — Mr  Blen- 
cow,  I  will  aid  you  in  lifting  your  unfortunate 
friend  from  his  horse — Good  God  !  Madam,  look 
at  him — ^is  this  an  object  to  shut  your  heart 
againsi?*" 

^^  My  heart.  Madam,  is  not  so  susceptible  as 
yours.*" 

**  Mon  Dieu ! — Mon  Dieu  r  exclaimed  a  little 
figure,  enveloped  in  a  hight-cap  of  prodigious  di- 
mensions, and  doubled,  in  apparent  capacity,  by 
large  scollops  of  bright  pink  ribbon,  now  forcing 
its  way  to  the  front  rank — ^^  Mon  Dieu !  Ma- 
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demoiBelle— -qu^est  que  vous  fidtes  la-^point  de 

bas,  points  de— mais ^  and  she  stooped  to  pick 

np  a  ]yiece  <^  cotton,  with  which  she  had  been 
heightening  the  colour  of  one  che^,  in  order  to 
correspond  with  the  other,  which  had,  in  her 
alarm  and  hurry  of  rising  from  her  bed,  been  de- 
nied its  due  share. 

"  Mademoiselle— -je  repete,  Mademoiselle 
BeDenden — what  is  dat  you  do — absolument  tI- 
dout  your — and  de  men  creation  about— vid — 
arretez  done— ou-m)U,  Mademoiselle,  est  la  con« 
Tenance — ^le  s9aYoir  vivre— de  decency — ^vat  you 
can  —  r 

Miss  Bellenden,  as  r^ardless  of  these  remon- 
strances of  Mademoiselle  Baguenaudiere,  as  she 
had  been  of  the  previous  commands  of  Mrs  Nor- 
difle,  not  only  had  assisted  Blencow  in  remov.. 
ing  Percy  from  the  horse,  but  supporting  his  head 
upon  her  shoulder,  helped  to  draw  him  towards 
the  door. 

**  I  will  have  none  of  your  gallants  brought 
within  my  doors,  Madam,*"  cried  Mrs  Norclifie, 
standing  on  the  very  threshold  so  as  to  preclude 
all  entrance  from  without. 
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'^  Then^  Madam^  you  must  shut  them  against 
me — But  no^-his  Ufe  may  be  the  sacrifice,  and 
that  must  not  be. — I  insist  ujHm  admisaon,  aa^ 
daim  the  support  of  every  being  who  is  alive  td 
humanity  and  Christian  feeling,  to  aid  me  in  af^ 
fording  immediate  succour  to  this  excellent  and^ 
suffering  young  man  !^ 

<^  Do  you  call  upon  my  servants  to  disobey 
me.  Miss  BeUenden  P^ 

«  I  c^  upon  them  to  obey  the  voice  of  nature 
and  religion.  Madam  !^ 

^^  Presumptuous  girl  I — ^but "^ 

<c  Nay — ^there  is  no  time  to  be  lost — and  in 
such  a  moment,  I  shall  venture  to  act  upon  the 
presumption,  that  these  servants  are  equally 
boimd  to  obey  meJ* 

"  Do  you  know  what  you  are  about?'' 
^^  Perfectly,  Madam — and  again,  Samuel,  I 
command  you  to  aid  me  in  Imnging  this  unfor* 
tunate  gentleman  into  the  house  and  to  a  bed.'' 
"  Au  lit — Mademoiselle !— etcs  vous  ■" 

"  Yes,  Mademoiselle — and  to  my  bed,  if  every 
other  be  denied  him. — Do  as  I  command,  Sa- 
muel,"— ^who  had  abready  put  down  his  formidable 
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weapon,  and  was  advancing — ^^  I  will  be  the 
guarantee  for  all  who  obey  me  on  this  occasion. 
To  this  gentleman  and  his  companion  now  be* 
fore  you,  I  am  indebted,  under  Heaven,  for  life 
— and  the  gift  would  be  valueless,  were  it  not  in 
turn  at  their  command  r 

The  mutiny  was  no  longer  suspended. — ^Mrs 
Nordifie  assumed  the  airs  of  command. — Made- 
moiselle the  gesticulations  of  offended  delicacy — 
Every  hand  and  every  heart  was  attracted  to- 
wards the  man  who  had  saved  the  life  of  their 
young  mistress — and  in  less  than  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  Percy  was  placed  in  a  well  aired  comfort- 
able bed — and  the  housekeeper,  who  was  a  not- 
able doctress,  had  half  a  dozen  sauce-pans  on  the 
fire,  to  make  fomentations,  decoctions,  and  cor- 
dial restoratives  for  her  still  senseless  patient 
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CHAPTER  I. 


TT  £  left  our  poor  firiend  Percy  in  a  doubtftd  and 
dangerous  plight  at  the  dose  of  our  last  vo- 
lume—but, as  every  reader  must  be  satisfied,  un- 
der all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  that  he  could 
not  have  been  left  in  better  hands,  we  were,  of 
course,  the  less  scrupulous  in  dropping  the  curtain 
upon  him. 

Blencow  had  only  remained  to  borrow  a  saddle 
and  bridle,  in  order  to  eiqpedite  his  mission  for 
regular  medical  aid — ^whilst  the  disconcerted  Mrs 
Nordifie,  who  retainedno  aUybut  her  own  maid— 
and  this,  probably,  only  from  the  peculiar  tie  of 
sworn  fellowship  in  Mr  Flowerdew^s  class  of  the 
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elect— retired  to  her  own  apartment— -Mademow. 
selle— either  from  the  interests  awakened  in  a 
breast  naturally  and  insdnctively  attracted  by 
beauty  in  the  opposite  sex— or  soothed  by  Miss 
Bellenden'^s  tacit  attention  to  her  admonitions  in 
retiring  for  a  few  moments  to  make  some  additicm 
to  her  dress — ^had  taken  a  decided  part,  when  it 
became  necessary  to  '^  choose  sides.^— She  did 
not  even  object — ^nor^  indeed,  to  say  the  truth, 
would  it  have  been  of  much  avail — ^to  Miss  Bd- 
lenden^s  personal  attendance  upon  her  patient  un- 
til  she  could  deliver  him  up  in  confident  rdiance  to 
the  professional  skill  of  the  expected  doctor.— She 
aided  even  in  rubbing  his  forehead  and  tem]^ 
with  qiirits  and  essences,  which  might  contribute 
to  restore  circulation,  whilst  tiie  more  serious 
wound  in  the  back  of  his  neck,  from  which  there 
had  been  a  consideraUe  effiision  of  blood,  was,  by 
the  carefiil  housekeeper,  cleansed  and  bound  iqp. 
l^ercy  began  to  recover  his  fiunilties — but  his 
senses  were  long  confiised — and  the  partial  ob- 
jects which  presented  themselves  to  his  first  peiw 
ception  were  not  calculated  to  settk  them«— 
There  was  nothing  he  could  recogniie-*and  the 
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first  impressicm  whidi  he  seemed  to  realise,  was 
the  scene  he  had  so  recently  witnessed  and  shared 
at  the  old  Manor-house  at  Ealwart — and  which 
it  was  impoadUe  to  connect  with  the  presait  ob- 
jects of  his  imperfect  vision. 

As  Ins  percepticm  became  dearer,  something 
like  the  truth  passed  over  his  imagination.  He 
had  been  rescued  by  some  unknown  hand  from 
destruction,  and  conveyed  to  a  place  of  safi^. — 
The  cautious  steps  of  the  old  housekeeper,  and 
her  ^^  codling^  apparatus  over  the  fire,  were  the 
first  realities  that  flashed  conviction  on  his  mind, 
that  his  maxy  conjecture  was  correct. — ^Where 
could  he  be  ? — He  was  not  at  home — ^he  had  not 
bera  taken  back  to  Lacy  Royal — ^he  was  proba- 
bly at  the  little  inn,  whence  he  had  commenced 
his  unfortunate  ramble.-**He  fdt  that  he  was  inca- 
pable of  moving — but  there  was  a  calm  insensibi- 
li^  to  pain,  which  partook  of  that  effect  which  is 
produced  on  the  fiiculties  by  an  opiate,  when  it  is 
m^fectual  to  make  us  sleep.  His  mind  was  fevar- 
ish  and  wandering,  but  there  were  certain  thoughts 
which,  floating  on  the  surfiu^,  gave  a  colour  to 
their  whole  tenor — he  uttered  a  deep  ngh-— and 
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with  it  escaped  two  words— the  first  he  had  arti- 
culated— ^they  were  — 

''  Loo  Bellaiden !'' 

^'  Here— here— gratefiil  to  be  called !""  uttered 
a  voice  that  seemed  to  reach  him  from  Heaven, 
but  which  sounded  dose  to  his  ear  as  the  curtain 
was  withdrawn,  which  had  concealed  the  speaker. 

His  eyes  followed  it — ^but  he  could  not  mov^— 
he  caught  a  glimpse  of  her  countenance,  but  he 
saw  no  more — ^he  had  evidently  fiunted^and,  again, 
all  the  efforts  of  his  nurses  were  directed  to  his  re- 
covery. 

''  What  could  that  ha  been?''  said  Mrs  Whit- 
aker  the  housekeeper,  as  she  was  chafing  his  tem- 
ples with  eau  de  Cologne— and  Miss  Bellenden 
holding  a  botde  of  eau  de  luce  to  his  nose. 

^*  Vision  Sofmow — ^peut-fitre,''  observed  M*. 
demoiseUe,  with  a  national  leer  and  shrug  of  the 
shoulders. 

^^  Fi  done.  Mademoiselle,''  returned  Miss  Bel- 
lenden, blushing ;  ^^  c'est  un  siget  interdit,  voos 
saves !" 

<^  Mais  a  present." 

"  Arretes,  je  vous  en  prie." 
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**  Eh !  Men.'* 

<<  It  must  have  been  tbe  sudden  light  m  his 
eyes-^do,  pray,^  continued  the  caieftd  house- 
keeper, ^*  do,  pray,  Mamselle— draw  the  screen 
befinre  the  fire."" 

^  n  Tiodroit  mieux  tirer  les  rideauz,^  whisper- 
ed Mademoiselle,  as  she  rose  to  execute  the  be- 
hest of  the  good  housdceep^. 

Percy  was  either  incqiable  of  moving  or  speak- 
ing—or he  was  unwilling  to  frighten  away  what 
Mademoiselle  had  called  '^  la  tririon  Samofwr^ 
and  which  might  be  said  to  breathe  upon  him  as 
he  lay  apparently  senseless  on  his  pillow.  This 
fiKt  I  hare  never  been  able  exactly  to  ascertain 
among  the  variety  of  confiwsions  he  has  consideN 
ed  himself  bound  to  make  to  me— but  certahi  it 
is,  that  very  soon  after  the  arrival  of  Dr  Drisde- 
thwaite,  which  was  about  iSve  o^clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, he  not  only  was  able  to  move,  but— after  se- 
veral struggles  it  must  be  admitted — to  give  ra- 
tional answers  to  such  questions  as  were  put  to 
him  touching  his  sjrmptoms  and  sensations. 

The  doctor  found  no  fractures— but  the  vio- 
lence (tf  the  blow  on  the  back  of  the  head,  which 
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had  evidently  been  infficted  by  a  bar  or  inm 
crow— was  of  a  nature  to  excite  considerable  ap- 
piehensbn  as  to  its  consequences.  There  was 
at  first  an  appearance  of  a  concussion  of  the 
brain,  which  subsequent  sjrmptoms  fortunatdy 
did  not  justify— but  the  shock  had  been  very 
condderable,  and  occasioned  a  determinatioti  of 
blood  towards  the  vessek  of  the  head,  whidi 
might  have  proved  fiital,  hadnot  the  copious  dis- 
diarge  fiom  the  wound  aided  to  stem  off  the  ap- 
prehended eviL 

Even  Dr  Drinlethwaite  was  on  the  alert,  and 
although  he  moved  methodically,  and  wasted  not 
a  single  unnecessary  word  in  issuing  his  orders— 
his  measures  were  prompt,  and  it  would  be  rash 
to  decide  the  exact  quantity  of  Uood  lost  on  that 
day  to  the  Rycott  fiunily,  including  the  double 
operation  of  Dr  Pike  Gaigrave  and  Dr  Olinthua 
Drinlethwaite. 

Miss  Bellenden  anxiously  awaited  in  her  own 
chamber  the  report  of  the  doctcnr.  We  say  in 
her  own  chamber,  for  the  nicest  sense  of  proprie- 
ty, in  qpite  of  Mrs  Nordifie^s  insinuations  to  the 
contrary,  marked  the  ccmduet  and  feelings  of  that 
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young  lady,  aMiofigli  slie  never  suffared  etiquette 
to  interfere  with  the  higher  dndes,  wUchy  as  a 
responsiUe  agent,  she  feh  impen^ve  upon  her 
conduct. 

/<  Well,  my  good  doctor,^  meeting  him  at  the 
door  of  her  chamber,  '^  what  are  your  hopes  ?** 

^  Impossible  to  say,  Madam  T 

«  Your  opinion?'* 

«  Doubtful  r 

^  Is  his  life  in  danger?^ 

^  Life's  a  precarious  thing.'* 

''  No  dottbt-4mt  JUa  life  T 

^<  Is  like  every  other  man's.'' 

"  How  f 

^^  In  the  hands  of  Providence." 

^  True — ^but  in  yours— *as  your  patient,  what 
do  you  thmk  of  his  symptcmisP  for  I  am  most, 
ma$t  anxious,"— placing  her  fair  hand  upon  the 
doctor's  arm,  as  he  was  raising  it  to  adjust  his 
cravat 

<'  Cause  enough  fbr  anxiety,  young  lady  ^ 

**  Indeed  P 

"  A  fractured  head  — ." 

"  Is  it  then  fractured  r 
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"  Not  stricdy  speakmg— but  — '^ 

<<  Then  it  is  not  firactured  T 

<<  What  then.  Madam  P"" 

^<  It  is  not  the  worst  that—'' 

<^  Might  be  trepanned— ^md  saved.'' 

'^  But  you  say  there  is  no  fracture— and  that 
is  something         " 

<<  What !  if  there  be  concussion?" 

^^  Is  there  then  a  concusdon  ?"       ^ 

"  I  thought  so." 

^^  But  do  not  now — is  it  so?" 

^^  Never  come  to  hasty  conclusions." 

^*  Doctor  Drinlethwaite,  do  not  trifle  with  my 
feelings — ia  ^there,  or  is  there  not^  a  concussion 
of  the  brain?" 

<'  Can  I  see  into  his  head?" 

^^  There  are  sure  symptoms-Hsymptoms  which 
you.  Sir,  ought  to  know." 

<'  Ought,— Miss  Bellenden  ?" 

^^  I  repeat  my  words.  Sir— and  I  repeat  my 
question^-nre  there  any  of  the  symptcmis  attend- 
ant upon  concussions  ?" 

"  Symptoms  vary." 

"  Are  there  any  indicative  of—" 
1 
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'^  Indications  may  be  mistaken.^ 

^^  Is  there  any  dedded  ajqpearance  ?^ 

«  Not  absolutely.'' 

<<  Your  opinion  is  that  no  concussionhas     ■  ■  '^ 

**  Mine  is  a  sin^e  opinion.'' 

^^  I  will  soon  have  more,"  cried  Miss  Bellai^ 
den,  rising  hastily,  and  advancing  to  pull  the 
belL 

^^  Quite  unnecessary,"  observed  the  imperturb- 
able doctor. 

''  Oh  !  Sir— Oh  !  Miss,"  exclaimed  Miss  Bel- 
lenden's  maid,  rushing  into  the  room,  ^^  come  to 
the  young  gentleman  for  Grod's  sake— he  has  got 
hold  of  the  nurse's  arm,  and  she  can't  get  quit 
of  him,  calling  her  his  love— «nd  his  own  Miss 
Bellenden. 

<<  Delirium"'-8aid  the  doctor,  as  he  quietly 
placed  his  hands  on  his  knees,  to  aid  his  ^^lengthy" 
fixrm  to  rise  out  of  his  seat. 

Bfiss  Bellenden  blushed  deeply— but  did  not 
suflfer  her  conftudon  to  interfere  with  what  she 
deemed  necessary  to  be  done— 4nd  hurrying  the 
tardy  doctor  forward  in  spite  of  his  grave  and  for- 
bidding countenance,  literally  pushed  him  into 
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the  room  of  the  patient,  and  remained  at  the  door, 
scarcely  able  to  support  hersdf  on  the  arm  of  her 
attendant. 

After  a  lengthened  period  of  anxiety,  during 
which  she  could  distinguish  little  more  than  an 
occasional  monosyllabic  imperadve  fiom  the  doc- 
tor, and  the  bustling  aodvity  of  those  who  were 
bound  to  obey  them  within  the  chamber.  Miss 
Bellenden  determined  to  ascertain  the  real  state  of 
the  case  from  some  one  more  communicatiye,  if  not 
better  informed,  than  the  taciturn  doctor ;  and  if 
necessary,  to  send  off  to  Keswick,  in  the  opposite 
direction,  foft  further  advice.  She  therefore  call- 
ed  to  Mrs  Whitaker,  who  now  had  a  housemaid 
for  her  aid-du-camp— -requesting  her  to  come  out 
to  her.  Of  her  she  anxiously  inquired  after  Per- 
cy. The  good  nurse  assured  her  he  was  going 
on  as  well  as  possible. 

'^  But  Doctor  Driszlethwaite  is  evidently  much 
alarmed,  Whitak^  1"^ 

<'  He  !-— la,  Miss—- only  look  at  him,^— 4aid  as 
die  opened  the  door  of  the  room,  she  exhilnted  a 
scene  for  which  she  certainly  was  not  prepared. 

The  doctor  was,  as  has  before  been  insinuated. 
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aTemaibal^iieatnumtoiidiii^hispenoii — and 
had  been,  it  ia  to  be  presumed,  forced  by  Blen- 
cow  to  come  to  his  dying  fiiend  widiout  the  delay 
cf  making  his  toilette.  When,  thenfore,  he  had 
been  suddenly  summcmed  to  Percy^s  bed-side,  by 
the  alarm  of  the  waiting-woman,  and  finding  no* 
thing  to  corrobcNrate  her  statement— he--^leaving 
Miss  Bellendai  to  her  own  inferences,  or  not 
thinking  about  her,  very  deliberately  produced 
fiom  his  great-coat  pocket  a  neat  Morocco  case 
of  instruments,  and  taking  off  his  upper  garments, 
cnefuUy  fidded  and  threw  them  over  the  back  of 
a  chair* 

^^  Crood  Heavens,  doctor  T  exclaimed  Mrs 
Whitak^  in  terror— ^^  Is  the  poor  young  gentle- 
man to  be         ^ 

^  Hot  water  hi  that  tin-pot'' 
Then  taking  from  the  floor  a  deep-flounced  di- 
mity petticoat,  which  Mademoisdle,  in  one  of  her 
trips  to  the  apartment  <^  our  patient,  had  evident- 
ly dropped  in  the  confusion  ci  her  thov^hts,  he 
had  drawn  it  over  his  head— *and  fiistened  it  round 
his  neck  as  a  substitute— and  by  no  means  a  bad 
cne— for  a  dressing-gown. 
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"  The  hot  water,  Mistreas  Whitakcr  r 

<*  Surely,  Sir — ^he  atf  t  prepared  r 

**  A  towel  r 

"  Poor  young  man  .'"—but  Mrs  Whitaker 
knew  the  doctor  too  well  to  be  inattentiye  to  his 
orders,  and  having  supplied  his  demands,  she 
stood  gaiing  on  him  to  see  what  next  was  to  hap- 
pen. 

^^  Is  it  necessary  I  should— should  remain,  doc- 
tor, whilst — ^whilst  the  operation  is  performing  P" 

"  As  you  like,  Mrs  Whitaker'* — and  he  un- 
screwed a  little  box — then  screwed  together  die 
two  component  parts  of  a  little  brush— drew  ferth 
a  rasor,  and  began  slowly  to  give  it  a  fine  edge 
upon  the  pahn  of  his  hand — ^whilst  taking  his  seat 
at  a  dressing-table— tucking  Mademoiselle's  dra- 
pery under  Us  chin,  and  stretching  out  his  long 
throat  towards  the  glass  on  the  dressing-table  be- 
fore him,  he  began  solemnly  and  methodically  to 
cover  his  &ce  with  a  lather  of  soap. 

"  Upon  my  word  i''— exclaimed  Mrs  Whitaker, 
dther  disappmnted  that  her  young  fiiend  was  not 
to  be  operated  upon— or  indignant  at  the  noncAo- 
lance  of  the  doctor  in  mddng  his  toilette  so  un- 
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ceremonioufily  before  a  lady  of  her  station  in  the 
fiunily — ^^  Upon  my  word  !^— she  exclaimed  a  se- 
cond time,  and  then  turned  her  back  upon  him,  as 
with  both  hands  she  smoothed  her  ajHx>n,'and  gave 
a  significant  toss  of  her  head.  All  this  was  lost 
upon  the  object  for  whom  it  was  more  particular- 
ly intended-— who,  contented  with  the  contortions 
which  the  very  unequal  surface  of  his  lank  visage 
rendered  necessary,  in  order  to  admit  into  all  its 
angles  the  instrument  he  dexterously  poised  be- 
tween his  fore-finger  and  his  thumb,  merely  add^ 
ed,  as  occasion  required,  a  firesh  supjdy  of  lather, 
where  the  obsdnacy  of  the  bristles  had  set  the  first 
effinrts  c^his  art  at  defiance. 

It  cannot  now  be  determined,  what  might  have 
been  said  or  done  by  the  outraged  housekeeper, 
had  she  been  left  to  give  vent  to  her  own  sense  of 
this  deliberate  indignity — ^but  just  as  she  had 
turned  ficom  the  offender.  Miss  Bellenden^s  sum- 
mons had  called  her  to  the  door— ^md  her  ques- 
tion had  op^ed  it  to  display  the  doctor  to  her 
view. 

Miss  Bellenden  could  not  help  smiling  at  the 
exhibiticm^— but  we  rather  think  this  unfeeling  in- 
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attenticm  to  her  anxiety  would  hare  BwakenedYoy 
difierent  sensations,  if  it  had  not  at  once  conveyed 
to  her  mind  the  conviction  that  he  really  appre- 
hended no  danger  in  the  case  of  his  patient. 

^^  But  surely^— again  recurring  to  her  maid's 
report—^'  there  was  something  like  delirium  !^ 

^<  Lend  love  your  dear  heart.  Miss— none  at  all 
—he  was  ^te  come  to  himself.'*^ 

^*  Didn^t  he— rthat  ia— he  mistook  you  for  some 
odier  person.^ 

^<  La,  Miss— that  was  all  Mistress  "LuppeCs 
nostake.  He  only  seised  my  hand— and  said— —"^ 

"  No  matter."* 

'^  Yes,  Miss,  it  is— fi>r  he  bid  me  tell  youUiat 
he  had  been  saved  by  an  angeL^ 

^  Wdl,  well'* 

*^  And  that  angel  was  you.  Miss.*** 

<'  Yes— I  fear  he  wandered;""  but  Miss  Bd- 
lenden  did  not  speak  with  any  apparent  alarm  of 
the  symptom,  and  returned  with  her  mind  ii^nite- 
ly  soothed,  to  throw  herself  iqKm  her  bed,  and  re- 
cruit her  exhausted  spirits,  after  the  exertimis  ci 
the  night. 

She  did  not  wake  until  the  morning  was  oon- 
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oderably  advanced,  when,  makiiig  a  hasty  toilet^ 
she  received  very  satisfiurtoiy  accounts  of  Percy, 
and  descended  to  the  break&st-parlour  in  high 
sprits,  where  she  found  Mrs  Nordi£fe  in  deep 
amsnltation  with  the  Reverend  Mr  Flowerdew. 
The  conversation  instantaneously  ceased  upon  her 
entrance,  and  having  slightly  apologised  for  her 
absence  hom  the  morning  devoticms,  and  the 
breakfi»t-table,  touched  the  bell,  in  order,  at 
least,  to  supply  her  fidlure  in  the  latter  duty. 
The  former,  however,  had  been  performed  in 
rilence  and  retirement,  and  certainly  with  not 
less  devotion  than  usual.— She  was  now  interrupt- 
ed by  an  observation  on  a  word  from  the  com- 
bined parties,  who  sat  on  the  sofa  opposed  to  her 
-*when  rising  to  enter  the  breakfast-parlour,  the 
folding-doors  of  which  stood  open  between  the 
two  apartments,  she,  in  a  tone  something  border* 
ing  upon  reproadi,  reminded  Mrs  Nordiffe,  ^^  that 
she  had  not  inquired  after  their  patient^ 

B(rs  Nordiffis  was  evidaidy  discomposed,  and 
looked  towards  her  reverend  ally,  as  if  their  in- 
tended mode  of  proceeding  had  not  been  finally 
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acljusted  betweoi  them.  The  gendeman  felt  call- 
ed upon  to  idieve  her  embaRasam^it 

^<  It  is  not  very  likely,  Miss  BeBenden,  that 
Mrs  NorcIi£fe  should  make  herself  a  party  to  such 
improper,  and,  I  am  bound  to  add,  such  indecor- 
ous conduct^ 

^^  I  feured  as  much,"^  returned  Miss  Bdl^iden 
smiling ;  <^  but  after  I  had  taken  all  the  impro- 
priety, and  all  the  indecorum,  for  my  own  undi- 
vided portion,  I  conceived  there  might  have  been 
still  enough  left  for  Mrs  Nordiflfe,  to  share  with 
me  ool  the  score  of  simple  humanity.^ 

^  Did  you  ever  hear  any  thing  like  it,  Mr 
Flowerdew  ?^  exclaimed  the  Lady,  colouring  widi 
indignation. 

<^  Humanity,  Miss  Bell^dan,  like  many  odier 
virtues,  may  be  misapplied,  and ^ 

^^  I  did  not  apply  it  to  yauy  Sir. — My  observe, 
tion  was  limited  to  Mrs  Nordiffe— and  evai  there, 
it  seems,  I  have  exceeded  a  just  estimate  f — and 
Miss  Bellenden  left  the  allies,  looking  upon  each 
other,  as  if  neither  could  find  words  suflSdently 
strong^rconsistent  with  their  mutual  piofesaons 
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of  Christian  charity — ^to  express  what  they  felt  at 
the  rejm>bate  excesses  of  the  young  Lady. 

Scarcely  had  she  finished  her  slight  repast,  be- 
fore she  was  startled  by  the  loud  signal  of  the 
house-beD,  and  the  sudden  arriyal  of  a  carriage. — 
There  was  no  view  of  the  approach  firom  this  side 
of  the  house;  and  Miss  BeQenden,  who  expected 
little  to  interest  her  in  the  new  arrival,  reseated 
herself,  and  took  a  book  as  her  companion  at  the 
breakfiist-taUe. 

But  if  the  pardes  immediately  concerned  wera 
about  to  be  thus  suddenly  surprised,  we  have  no 
right  to  take  such  a  liberty  with  our  readers.  It 
becomes  us,  therefore,  to  account  to  them,  in  a 
more  detailed  manner,  for  the  unexpected  appear- 
ance of  the  high  personag^ho  had  thus  broken 
in  upcm  the  hitherto  peaceful  solitude  of  the  Cot. 
tage. 


VOL.  If. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

It  may  have  occasioned  some  surprise  to  our 
readers,  that  Blencow,  who  had  so  indefiMagably, 
and  successfully,  laboured  in  th^  service  of  his 
friend,  should  have  so  long  deserted,  and  left  him 
in  the  hands  of  comparadve  strangers.  The  fact, 
however,  is,  that  whilst  he  was  preparing  for  his 
expedition  to  summon  the  doctor  to  his  patient, 
he  had  been  entrusted  with  a  billet,  written  by 
Mademoiselle,  at  the  express  command  of  Mrs 
Norclifie,  to  Mr  Rycott,  to  inform  him  of  his 
son^s  being  at  Glendara  Cottage,  and  to  insist 
upon  his  immediate  removal.  Mademoiselle,  per- 
haps as  Uttle  qualified  as  she  was  disposed  to 
obey  the  Lady'^s  commands,  requested  that  she 
would  herself  write  the  proposed  billet — but  with 
something  little  short  of  a  profane  asseveration, 
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that  Lady  declared  her  determinatioD  to  hold  no 
mtercourse  whatever  with  the  fiunily  of  the  ^^  in- 
aolent  intruder  C*  and  pladng  the  writing  mate- 
rials before  the  flippant  gouvemante,  insisted  upon 
her  immediate  compliance. 

^^  There  is  no  necessity  for  circumlocution, 
and  consequently  no  difficulty  in  oommunicating 
the  information.^ 

'' Mais,  Madame "" 

"  Write,  if  you  please."" 

<^  n  ne  me  jdait  pas  ■■  maia— does  Monsieur 
Ryoott  ccnnprehend  vat  is  Frendi,  Madame  ?^ 

<<  ProbaUy  noi-^  Hottentot  !«*-write  in  Eng- 
lish.'' 

*^  Inglis— mais '" 

"  Three  words  wiD  do.'' 

<<  £i  may  speaka  da  Inglis  vid  oer  good  accent, 
mais  c'est  bien  difficiI&-^4o  wrdte  hean." 

"  You  can  write  intelligibly — ^vous  pouvez  faire 
tout  ce  que  yous  voules,  Mademoisdle." 

<<  Vous  me  flattes^-chere  Madame  NorcMe— 
I  Til  do  mei  beast ;"  and  in  about  a  quarter  of 
an  hour  she  had  made  out  her  billet.  She  had 
more  than  once  requested  Mrs  NorcliflTe  to  read  a 
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sentence  as  she  constructed  it — but  that  Lady  as 
constantly  refiised  to  have  any  hand  in  it.  "  There 
was  nothing  Airther  necessary  than  to  state  the 
plain  fact'^^nd  her  determination  upon  it— ^he 
would  have  no  hand  in  the  affieur.^ 

Mademoiselle  was  to  deliyer  it  to  Blencow,  ahd 
she  had  the  less  objection,  as  Blencow  was  a  fine 
handsome  open-fiM^ed  lad,  who  was  the  very  pic- 
ture of  good  humour— *and  a  pattern  of  rustic 
gallantry. — She  inquired  if  he  was  acquainted  with 
the  residence  of  Mr  Rycott,  and  instructed  him, 
upon  receiving  an  answer  in  the  affirmative,  with 
a  smile  at  the  expression  of  her  doubt,  to  deliver 
it  after  he  had  fiilfiUed  the  more  important  part 
of  his  mission,  in  pursuit  of  Doctor  Drizzle- 
thwaite. 

"  Hey,  Monsieur — vous  comprenez — ^you  on- 
derstand— joli  gar9on'' — ^patting  him  under  the 
chin. 

*^  Perfectly,  Ma'am,**  and  he  flew  off. 

"  Mademoiselle — ^petit  polisson  !^  and  the 
matter  was  settled. 

Blencow  found  his  poor  old  mare  so  jad« 
ed  by  the  time  he  had  reached  Penrith,  where 
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Driszlethwaite  resided,  that  he  was  compelled, 
from  a  due  consideration  of  the  animal  as  well  as 
himself,  to  rest  for  an  hour  or  two,  or  it  might  be 
presumed  the  rapid  movements  natural  to  Mr  Ry- 
cott  would  have  outrun  the  'more  measured  pro- 
gress of  the  doctor;  but  the  fiict  is — independent 
of  certain  incidental  impediments  hereafter  to  be 
recorded — that,  although  the  squire  might  out- 
strip the  doctor  in  a  short  course—for  instance, 
within  any  four  given  walls— th^  doctor  distanced 
every  body,  when  he  depended  upon  his  horse^s 
feet— instead  of  his  own. 

Blencow  was  detained  at  Penrith  for  several 
hours,  as  his  mare — ^which  was  evidently  of  the 
cart-breed— did  not  recover  from  her  fatigues  as 
expeditiously  as  her  present  master  desired.  At 
length,  about  eight  o^dock,  having  again  fed  her 
and  rubbed  her  down,  and  drammed  her,  he 
brought  her  forth — and  mounted  her  for  a  firesh 
campaign — and  he  was  in  the  act  of  adjusting  the 
girths  to  his  satisfaction,  with  one  leg  aloft  on 
the  saddle  to  enable  him  to  perform  the  task  more 
dexterously,  when  he  found  himself  suddenly 
thrown  off  his  balance— if  not  by  a  blow,  by  a  very 
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rude  seisure,  which  brought  him  to  the  ground. 
A  clainour,  which  immediately  followed,  expbin- 
ed  to  him,  that  an  honest  £urmer,  to  whom  the 
mare  had  belonged  on  the  preceding  day  only, 
was  disposed,  upon  recogniiing  her,  and  haying 
been  no  party  to  a  transfer^-todaimher — and  by 
a  vary  natural  inference,  to  include  Blencow  him- 
self in  the  caption. 

The  man  swore  to  his  mare  by  this  defect  or 
that  beauty,  which  he  sedulously  pointed  out  to 
the  by^-standers,  and  being  seconded  by  a  neigh- 
bour, no  doubt  of  the  identity  of  the  beast  could 
be  entertained.  In  vain  Blencow  protested  his 
innocence— and  the  circumstances  which  had  thus 
brought  him  under  suspicion.  The  farmer  was 
from  an  opposite  side  of  the  country,  and  Blen- 
oow^s  name  was  not  known  to  the  parties.  The 
mention  of  the  smugglers  was  taken  up  as  indica- 
tive of  Blencow^s  connection  with  them — and  he 
was  dragged  before  the  chief  magistrate  of  the 
township  as  a  delinquent,  who  bore  the  features  of 
a  desperado  on  his  very  face.  Before  this  awful 
civic  tribunal,  Blencow  gave  a  succinct  account  of 
die  transaction,  in  whidi  Percy  and  himself  had 
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been  inTolved— and  related  his  mission  to  Doctor 
Drigdethwaite,  to  whom  he  was  ready  to  appeal 
for  the  truth  of  what  he  asserted,  whenever  the 
doctor,  who  had  been  gone  some  hours,  should  re^ 
turn.  The  doctor,  however,  was  absent — and 
present  fiicts  and  appearances  were  all  against  the 
prisoner.  Instead  of  bringing  the  mare  to  Pen- 
rith, for  the  purpose  of  restoring  her  to  her  owner 
—instead  of  lodging,  as  in  duty  bound,  immedi- 
ate information  against  the  smugglers— he  was 
taken  in  the  very  act  of  leading  off  his  stolen 
priie  in  triumph — and  without  uttering  a  syllable 
concerning  the  transaction — had  he  not  been  for- 
ced to  make  up  a  story  and  fitbricate  this  miracu^ 
lous  tale,  in  hopes  of  getting  himself  off.  These 
were  the  charitable  constructions  upon  hi»  evi< 
dence,  and  Blencow  could  not  but  acknowledge 
the  apparent  justice  of  the  inference  to  his  disad- 
vantage. He  submitted,  therefore,  patiently  to 
the  detention  necessary  for  his  fiiture  acquittal — 
and  contented  himself  with  informing  the  great 
man  in  office,  diat  as  he  was  commissioned  to 
convey  a  letter  to  Mr  Rycott  of  Wolston  Worthy, 
for  whose  ear,  being  in  the  commission  of  the 
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peace,  and,  moieover,  pencmally  and  deeply  in- 
terested in  the  event  of  the  late  transactions,  he 
had  reserved  his  communication.  He  then  pro- 
duced the  letter  o£  Mademoiselle  Baguenaudiere> 
addressed  to  Mr  Rycott — and  feding  that  he 
must  speedily  be  rescued  firom  the  imprisonment 
now  decreed  against  him— -he  solazinly  adjured  the 
magistrate  to  send  off  an  immediate  express  with 
it,  as  its  contents  he  knew  to  be  of  the  highest 
importance. 

The  letter  was  delivered  to  the  justice,  who  ex- 
amined it— and  turned  it  in  all  directions— now 
hesitating  whether  in  duty  he  ought  not  to  open 
it — and  now  puzzling  to  make  out  the  address^ 

^^  Thi^  is  no  lett^  for  Squire  Rycott,  you  young 
hangdog.^ 

^^  It  was  delivered  to  me  for  him-"-«nd  you 
will  detain  it  at  your  own  peril.  Sir  !^ 

^<  My  peril<-Hny  peril,  Sirrah-*-but  silence  the 
fellow  there— *why,  look  ye,  Quilter,^  addressing 
his  clerk,  ^^  it  is  some  Frenchified  parlez-voua— ^ 
about  Mounseer — here^two  Mounseers;--^be^ 
sides,  R.£.  I.  D.  K.  A.  U.T.  doesn't  spell  RycoU 
to  my  mind — ^hey,  Master  Quilter  !" 
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*^  It'^s  a  French  name,  your  worship,  if  ever  I 
saw  one." 

^^  It  is  from  a  French  person,"  said  Blencow, 
smiling. 

^^  Oh,  it  is  Mr  Fly-by-night,  is  it  ? — ^what,  a 
correspondent  on  the  French  coast  ?  look  to  him 
thesk — ^he  may  turn  out  somewhat  worse — ^he  is  a 
spy  to  my  belief — «-we  should  open  it,  hey.  Mas- 
ter QuilterT 

"  You  had  better  not,"  cried  Blencow. 

^^  I  think  so  too,"  whispered  the  clerk, 

^^  Make  out  his  mittimus  then— *and  111  ride 
over  myself  to  Squire  Rycott — IVe  a  small  ac- 
count with  him,"  speaking  in  a  low  tone  to  the 
derk,  who  was  making  out  Blencow'^s  committal— 
^^  and  I  may  e^en  kill  two  birds  with  one  stone, 
mun." 

The  court  broke  up  upon  this  sage  determina- 
tion of  the  magistrate,  who,  being  a  most  respect- 
able dealer  in  hard-ware,  lost  no  time  in  extract- 
ing from  his  ledger  ^^  his  small  account"  for 
Squire  Rycott,  whilst  his  spouse  adjusted  his 
double-ribbed  stocking-boots-^trapped  on  a  spur 
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to  his  off  foot— «nd  screamed  to  a  shop  boy  ^^  to 
make  haste  there  with  his  worship^s  pad.^ 

Mr  Rycott  was  sitting  with  his  good  lady  at 
breakfast,  complaining  of  a  dryness  and  hardness 
on  his  tongue,  which  he  thought  symptomatic  of 
something  wrong  in  the  digestive  organs. 

"  Dear  heart !  Mr  Rycott — ^why  it  is  the  most 
common  sensation  in  the  world— I  have  it^ 

^<  How  often  must  I  tell  you,  Mistress  Rycott, 
that  two  blacks  donH  make  a  white  ?— >what  have 
your  sjrmptoms  to  do  with  mine  ?— •!  suppose  you 
have  that  nervous  palpitation  of  the  heart  which 
is  almost  choking  me  at  this  moment.^ 

<*  That's  your  third  muffin,  Mr  Rycott.'' 

^^  By  Jove !  Madam — but  no  matter — I  am  in 
momentary  dread  of  that  infernal  vertigo  I  had 
last  night~I  won't  talk,  Mrs  Rycott — I  wonH 
talk." 

"  Why,  goodness  me  !  Mr  Rycott — ^Michael 
Schwartz  declared  it  was  all  owing  to  your  smok- 
ing the  cigar,  because  you  were  not  used  to  it.'* 

"  And  why  did  I  use  the  cigar,  Mrs  Rycott — 
answer  me  that  ? — Was  it  not  to  check  that  inci- 
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pient  tendency  to  deafiiess,  which  I  dread  more 
than  any  other  earthly  calamity  ?"" 

**  Then  you  had  only  a  vertigo,  instead,  my 
dear "^ 

"  Only— only  a  vertigo ! — ^Would  you  have 
plague — apoplexy  ? — The  woman's  crazy,  by  Jove ! 
<Hi]y~oni^  a  vertigo  ?" 

"  Dear  me,  Mr  Rycott— Schwartz  told  me 
himsdf  it  was  only  a  m^rim — Tm  sure  I  donH 
know  what  he  meant.^ 

"  Schwartz  is  a  fool.'' 

**  You  had  better  tell  him  so,  my  dear.'* 

"  And  so— by  Jovo  who's  there  ?"  as  the 
door  of  the  apartment  opened — and  a  servant  an- 
nounced, according  to  his  previous  instructions, 
his  worship,  Mr  Jellicot. 

**  Can't  see  him — show  him  into  the  study — 
hah!" 

**  Beg  ten  thousand  pardons,"  said  the  Penrith 
ma^strate,  who  had  followed  close  at  the  heels  of 
the  servant — "  hope  I  don't  intrude  upon  your 
Honor— just  a  little  business." 

"  Pray — ^pray,  my  good  Sir — ^what  business 
can  you  have  with  me  ?  — my  steward  might  have 
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answered  your  purpose  as  well  as  myself,  I  sup- 
pose— Fm  not  well.  Sir — I  donH  like  to  be  trou- 
bled with  business-p^Here,  Sirrah,^  turning  to  the 
servant  who  was  employed  in  removing  part  of  the 
breakfast  apparatus,  ^^  desire  Mrs  Micklethwaite  to 
have  some  Iceland  moss  ready  by  eleven  exactly 
— and  here — ^where  the  deuce  are  you  running 
with  half  a  message  ? — By  Jove !  you  are  all  alike 
-^Did  you  order  Schwartz  to  send  me  some  mag- 
nesia lozenges  for  the  heartburn  ?" 

"  Mr  Schwartz  said — ^your  Honor— that  he^d 
be ^ 

*<  Hey,  Sirrah  r 

"  Somewhat  in  Grerman,  Sir.^ 

"  To  the  purpose,  puppy — to  the  purpose.'' 

^^  He'd  be  done  somediing  to  — —  in  Grerman 
— ^your  Honor — ^before  your  Honor  should  have 
any "^ 

^*  An  impudent  scoundrel — by  Jove  ! — send 
him  here  instantly — ^instantly." 

"  Aye  now,  Jacob— that's  a  good  lad,"  added 
Mrs  Rycott,  as  she  raised  her  eyes,  with  some- 
thing like  an  expression  of  humour,  from  her 
knotting-needle. 
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*^  Stay  where  you  are,  Sirrah— 111  go  to  the 
fellow  myself.'' 

^'  Mr  Rycott,^  said  the  fidgetting  mi^rnate 
of  Penrith,  when  he  perceived  his  host  about  to 
leave  the  room,  ^^  I  have  business  with  you  of 
some  impOTtance.^ 

"  I  tell  you,  Sir,  Mister  Jellicot — I  hate  busi- 
ness—*it  distracts  my  head. — Gro  to  Clarkson, 
and  he  will  hear  what  you  have  to  say.*" 

**  It  is  only  for  your  own  ear." 

^^  What  a  detail  of  items  for  tinning  sauce- 
pans, and  soldering  flesh-pots — ^by  Jove,  Sir,  you 
are  troublesome." 

^^  It  is  true,  I  have  my  account  in  my  pocket, 
Mr  Rycott." 

"  To  be  siu^  you  have — ^to  be  sure  you  have 
•<— but  what  is  it  to  me  ? — give  it  to  Clarkson*- 
By  the  Lord,  I  believe  you  are  bent  upon  doing 
me  an  injury." 

**  Dear  heart,  Mr  Rycott,  had  not  you  better 
hear  the  gentleman? — ^it  wouldn't  takehalf  thetime 
you  are  squabbling  about  it." 

"  Leave  the  room.  Madam — ^by  Jove,  you  are 
an  in  a  combination  to  qualify  me  for  a  statute  of 
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■  Stay,  Madam — before  you  go  let  me  re- 
mind you  to  send  Jobson  to  Carlisle  for  some  gin- 
seng— there^B  none  to  be  had  genuine  nearer.'^ 

^^  Neat  as  any  in  England,  as  I  can  voudi^- 
pardon  me,  Mr  Ryoott,^  interrupted  Mr  Jellicot, 
— ^^  to  be  had  at  Crump's  in  the  High  Street"" 

"  Sir !— what  do  you  know  of  it  P"" 

^<  Take  it— in  moderation— but  always  take  it, 
Mr  Rycott,  as  a  night-cup.^ 

«  And  its  effects  ?" 

<'  Sound  sleep.  Sir.'' 

"  Sit  down,  Mr good  Mr  Jellicot— 

Why  don't  you  go,  Mrs  Rycott — I  want  nothii^ 
fiffther.— So,  ^ir,^  turning  to  the  now  smirking 
magistrate,  ^^  you  find  this  tea  sit  light  <m  the 
stomach?'" 

"  Never  touch  tea,  Mr  Rycott" 

^^  Psha  !-^'tis  a  misnomer — this        " 

«  Gin— Mr  Rycott" 

"  Gin !"  starting  from  his  chair — *^  by  Jove,  Sir 
—d'ye  know  who  you  are  talking  to  ? — Gin ! — 
D'ye  take  me  for  a  sot— a  dram-drinker— 41  two- 
penny swiller — a ^" 

^'  I  b^  ten  thousand  pardons.  Sir — but ^" 
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'<  Prithee^  take  thy  account  to  Claricson— I 
have  heard  too  mudi.— -Oin  !— by  Jove.**^ 

*<  You  have  heard  nothing  yet,  Sir— I  came 
upon  business.'" 

*<  By  the  Lord  Harry  !  Mr  Headborough,  or 
Mr  Jellicoty  or  Mr  Jellybag,  I  will  not  have  bo- 
siness  forced  on  me-^CanH  you  give  your  receipt 
to  Clarkson  P^-Fm  not  going  to  run  away — his 
coffers  are  not  empty — ^you^re  not  about  to  be 
cheated — ^hey  !  what  would  the  man  have  ?^ 

"  WeU,then,Sir,ifyouwonHhearrea8on.— — -^ 

•*  Not  hear  reason !  Sir — ^What  d'^ye  mean  by 
that,  Sir  ? — in  my  own  house— ^o  you  come  to  in- 
sult me  ?^  And  he  rang  the  bell  with  violence.*-- 
"  I — I — not  hear  reason  I"" 

^^  I  never  was  so  used  in  my  life,  Mr  Rycott^ 

^^  Here,Thomas— Jacob— shew  this — thisper* 
son — this  Mr  Sauce-pan,  to  Mr  Clarkson'^s  room 
<*-and,  d^ye  hear,  tell  him  to  pay  him  off— pay 
him  off— and  have  nothing  fiurther  to  do  with 
him.^ 

"  He^s  out,  your  Honor.'' 

**  Then  shew  him  out  too — ^by  Jove,  111  not 
endure  it— my  pulse  is  at  an  hundred  !" 
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**  Then^  Sir,  take  the  conflequences,^  cried  the 
indignant  magbtrate,  thus  insulted  in  his  official 
dignity,  as  the  servants  were  bowing  him  out  of 
the  apartment  in  obedience  to  their  master^s  or- 
ders«  *^  I  was  on  his  Majesty^s  service— and  this 
letter  and  its  consequences,^  throwing  the  note 
given  to  him  by  Blencow  on  the  ground,  ^^  rest 
upon  your  own  head — I  don't  value  your  custom 
that.^  And  he  snapped  his  fingers  as  he  left  the 
room. 

Mr  Rycott,  who  had  turned  his  back  upon  the 
poor  man,  and  thrown  himself  exhausted  in  his 
great  arm-chair,  caught  but  little  of  what  his  de- 
parted guest  had  uttered — and  although  he  cer- 
tainly saw  the  letter  thrown,  with  a  sort  of  back- 
handed jerk  upon  the  carpet — ^he  thought — ^if  he 
can  be  said  to  have  thought  at  all  upon  the  sub- 
ject— that  it  was  merely  the  threatened  account 
of  which  the  man  had  presumed  to  wait  upon  him 
for  payment.  With  his  stop-watch  upon  the 
table  beside  him,  and  his  right-hand  numbering 
the  pulsations  of  his  left,  his  lips  only  were  seen 
to  move,  until  he  had  reached  an  hundred — when 
one — two — three  were  audibly  uttered,  as  his  eyes. 
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almoet  startii^  from  their  orbits,  glared  on  the 
witch.  He  pulled  the  bell  with  violence — and 
directed  his  servant  to  run  with  all  speed  for  se- 
dative No.  2y  to  Schwartzes  laboratory^ — and  to  - 
bring  with  him  the  ounce-measuring  glass— ^^  And 
here,^  calling  the  man  back,  <<  tell  Schwartz  to 
bring  his  lancets — there^s  no  knowing^ — and  as 
the  man  left  the  room,  he  recommenced  the  task 
of  comparing  his  pulse  with  the  stop-watch. 

Schwartz  made  his  appearance  in  a  few  minutes 
— but  empty  handed. 

"  Vaf  8  in  de  veind  now,  Mynheer  Rycott,  vat 
de  delffel  ails  you  T 

"  Oh  Schwartz  ! — I  have  been  worried  by  a 
coarse  plebeian  bull-dog.^ 

"  Has  him  bmt  you.? — Kneife  an  cautery  !^ — 
and  he  turned  to  leave  the  room. 

"  No,  no — ^you  quite  mistake,  good  Schwartz — 
it  was  the  tinker — a  man — ^a  feUow  from  Penrith 
with  his  Wll.^ 

"  Vat  heem  to  do  vid  mad  dog  ?^ 
"  Nothing— nothing—-by  Jove! — ^but,  good 
Schwartz,  hold,  hold — ^my  pulse  is  a  hundred  and 
twenty-six,  Pm  positive.*" 

VOL.  II.  c 
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*^  Bah— you  are  always  poeilef— -Let  a  mee 
yeel — ^polse — ^polse— von — good,  good,  very  good 
— K^iin  note  be  better.*" 

"  I  feel  a  sort  of  syncope  — — * 
"  You  feel  noding — bot  non-sense.^ 
*^  WonH  you  take  a  little  blood — topically^^ 
topically,  Schwartz  ?^  looking  up  to  his  firowning 
doctor. 

^'  I  wod  not  anzer  to  mein  conscience  do  do  no 
soch  a  ding.^ 
"Good  God  r 

"  Is  dis  vat  mak  you  de  syncope  ?^  stooping  to 
pick  up  the  note ;  "  heem  is  not  openned  T 
'<  'Tis  the  feUow's  biJL'' 
"  Ees  heem  Franche  mon  i^ 
"  Pshaw  !  no— a  Cumberland  braiier.^ 
"  Heem  no  acconte  likea  to  dis.^ 
"  What  the  devil  is  it  <hen  T 
<^  It  ees — ^yoi^ — a  Mpnsi^ur,  |if  onsieur  Bdd- 
kaut— yees— your  name— to  you.^ 

"  Give  it  me — my  spectacles — ^hum — ^hum^ — 
What  the  deuce — ^hey !" 

"  Vat,  is  dere  anoder  syncope  ?— Hey  !^ 

"  By  Jove ! — ^this  is  b^ond  endurance!  Hexe 
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«-*read^  read— that  rebellious  dog  Percy,  instead 
of  being  safely  lodged  at  Lacy  Royal,  is  now-— 
now — at  this  actual  moment  of  time,  at  — - 
Why,  what  the  devil  had  the  Penrith  tinman  to 
do  with  this  ?  Ring  the  bell,  Schwartz — pull — 
harder — ^here,  order  the  carriage— in  two  seconds 
— tell  Bowles  to  bring  my  gaiters — ^put  up  my 
French  rollers — my  roquelaire — aU  my  cloaks 
and  wrappers — ^here,  what^s  to  be  done  !  — 1^11 
shoot  the  fellow — he^s  no  son  of  mine — ^he^s  no 
son  of  mine — to  run  into  open  rebellion ! — Hey, 
Schwartz — ^what'^s  to  be  done  ?^ 

"Vil  you  be  bled?'' 

«  No— no— rU  burst  first— by  Jove!  Ill  bum 
down  the  house.  Here^  Sirrah,  call  your  mis- 
tress,'' to  the  servant. 

Mrs  Rycott  entered  the  room  with  more  than 
usual  placidity  of  manner. 

^*  Zounds,  Madam  !  you  are  enough  to  tire  the 
patience  of  Job." 

"  Dear  heart— what  have  I  done,  Mr  Rycott  ?" 

^^  Read  that— read  that — and  see  what  young 
Hopeful  has  done— your  pet — ^your  child — ^your 
darling ! — Curse  me  if  I  believe  you  have  part  or 
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ahfire  in  hb  compoflitUHi-**an  unnatural — head- 

stiwg— — "" 

<>  Gk)odnes8  me  !-F«-4ias  Percy  been  naughty  ?^ 
^^  Plague  on  youTi-r-naughtiness — ^read— -read, 

if  thou  can'st'' 
And  here,  Mrs  Rycott,   without  altering  a 

muscle  of  her  coimtenance  firom  the  bq^i^ning  to 

the  end,  read  as  follows  :^-«- 

^^  CUendara  Loge. 

^^  MONSIEUB, 

^^  Madame  Nordiflfe  ne  veut  pas— dat  is— has 
transferra  her  pen  to  mee,  pour  fiiire— c^est-iudire 
— -excuses  me,  Saar,  I  em  parfaite  in  prononce  de 
Inglis-^bot  no  wreet  it— non  pas  accoutum^  k 
Tecrire.  She  tank  you,  Saar,  coam  fore  ure  sun 
— votre  fils — Monsieur  Pa*8ee — as  shee  no  tinka 
eem  propre  to  rest  here  vid  Mademoiselle  Bellen- 
d^i  oil  de  day,  and  de  soir — ^vat  eese,  she  say,  op^ 
pose  to  la  bienseance,  vat  you  call  decent — non 
discrete— et  Madame  Norcliffe,  vous  saves,  Mon^ 
deur,  est  outrageusement  discrete.  Pour  moi, 
dey  are  bot  tout  k  fiiit  aimaUes— et  eperdum^t 
amoureux,  Tun  de  Tautre — ^mais  e^est  entre  oou»— 
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70U  aare,  SaUr,  trop  galsnt,  je  m^asstare,  Mon- 
fflenr,  do  beterhay  mee  confidence. 

^^  De  bear  vil  informe  you,  Saar,  vidout  diocb> 
en  your  senribOit^  of  oU  les  pedis  details,  vioh 
▼il  k  present  maka  peut^tre  the  remoore  de 
Monsieiir  Persee  dangereux ;  hooerer,  Madame 
Nordifie  ees  desirous  of  eem.  Cest  tm  brave  gar- 
9on,  votre  fils,  Mottsieur«**inais  il  n^est  pas  pos- 
dUe  fore  eem  to  acte  a  fore  eemself  in  de  pre^ 
sent  drconstances. 

^'  Ayec  tottte  consideration,  J*ai  Fhonneur 
tftoe  Monsieur, 

^^  Votre  tres  humble  serviteur, 

**  MAKOlff  BAGimilAlTDIEBS.'' 

"^  Well,  Madam,"  ctied  Mr  Ryc^  dftfttedy 
waiting  fer  the  end,  ^  what  d^e  think  of  ihatf->- 
answer  me.  Mistress  Ryoott-^what  d'ye  think  of 
thatP 

<<  I  think,''  said  Mrs  Rycott,  refolding  die 
note  precisely  into  its  primitive  fbrm^^md  ex- 
amlsifig  the  Frendi  motto  and  device  on  the 
Utde  seal,  <<  I  thfaik  that  Percy  is  certaiilly  at 
Glendara  Lodge.'' 
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**  Really)  Madam,  really !— by  Jove !  your  pe- 
netration is  marvellotisly  quickened — and  is  that 
all  you  have  discovered  ? — Have  you  not  found 
out  his  attraction — ^his  motive^^-his  reason— his 
madness?^ 

<<  Dear  heart,  Mr  Ryoott — ^he  told  us  all  tiiat 
before  he  went  away.*" 

^'  And  you  knew  of  his  going,  I  suppose  ? — and 
encouraged  him — and  prompted  him, — ^your  wis- 
dom penetrated  into  all  his  secret  councils  ?^ 

<^  Lah !  not  I,  Mr  Rycott— I  only  told  him  I 
didn^t  see  any  harm  in  his  going,  if  he  iSo  parti- 
cularly wished  it.'^ 

^*  Oh !  then,  he  did  consult  you  ?•— upon  my 
soul — Oh !  my  head — give  me  your  arm,  Schwarti 
— leave  the  room.  Madam, — Cleave  the  room.— 
I^  abandoned  by  my  fiimily—^bfied— outraged  in 
the  tenderest  point — get  out  of  die  way,  Madam."^ 

'^  Dear  me,  Mr  Rycott,  I^  going — I  only 

want  my  knotting-case  ;^  which  having  taken  from 

the  table,  regardless  of  the  contortions  of  her 

husband^s  fiu^e,  who  really  appeared  in  danger  of 

some  crisb  from  the  irritated  state  of  his  feelings, 

she  left  the  apartment,  whilst  Mr  Rycott^s  own 
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man  was  employed  in  gently  duplicating  and 
reduplicating  silk  handkerchieft  about  the  inva- 
lid^s  throat — and  two  other  domestics  were  button- 
ing on  his  gaiters,  and  fixing  mufflers  on  his  wrists. 
— Just  as  he  was  stepping  into  the  carriage, 
Schwartz  appeared  with  three  or  four  phials  care- 
fully labeUed,  a  measuring-glate,  several  small  jnll- 
boxes,  and  a  cupping-case,  with  all  its  apparatus 
for  travelling,  without  which  Mr  Rycott  never 
moved  five  miles  from  his  own  home,  and  in  the 
use  of  which  his  own  man  had  been  fiilly  in- 
structed by  Mynheer  Michael  Schwartz. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

Haying  dius  witnessed  the  preparations  in 
eiAer  camp,  our  readers  are  fiilly  acquainted 
with  the  olgects  the  several  parses  have  in  view 
when  about  to  enter  the  lists  against  eadi  other. 

We  left  Miss  Loo  Bellenden  in  the  breakftst* 
parlour  on  the  one  part— Mrs  Nordiffe  and  the 
Reverend  Mr  Flowerdew  in  the  adjoining  room, 
on  the  other — and  both  roused  by  a  sudden  ir- 
ruption of  a  third  power,  whose  note  of  warlike 
preparation  preceded  his  advance. 

The  door  of  Mrs  Norclifie^s  boudoir  was 
thrown  open  by  the  servant,  whose  office  of  an- 
nunciation was  abruptly  curtailed  by  the  intruder, 
who  announced  himself  as  **  Mr  Rycott  (£ 
Wolston  Worthy,''  but  who  appeared  to  be  a 

little  checked  as  he  advanced,  by  the  really  ele- 
11 
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gsnl  en&enMe  of  Mrs  Noiclifie,  fts  w^  as  1^  the 
dislttit  and  dignified  manner  in  whidi,  after  jtut 
rising  with  Mr  Flowerdew  from  the  80&,  she 
seemed  to  await  die  exjdanation  of  his  intrusion. 

He  was  evidently  somewhat  taken  hy  surprise^ 
bat  not  in  the  least  deteorred  from  his  purpose. 
He  had  probably  contemplated  a  ^'  coup  de  mabi,^ 
but  deemed  it  expedient  to  make  more  regular  ad* 
vaneeS)  in  consideration  of  the  state  of  preparation 
in  which  he  found  the  garrison. 

Mr  Ryeott  was  a  high  bred  man.  He  had 
grown  rusty  firom  want  of  use,  and  overbearii^ 
from  never  being  of^sed.  He  was  like  all  those 
persons,  who,  for  their  own  curse,  and  die  curse 
of  others,  are  vested  with  uncontrolled  and  uiidis- 
puted  power — ^wanton  in  the  display  of  it— *and 
out  of  humour  with  himself  and  die  worlds  he 
knew  not  why— or  for  no  better  reason  than  dlat 
he  had  more  power  than  opportunities  of  exercis- 
ing it. 

He  was  radier  at  loss  for  a  preface  to  aU  he 
was  about  to  say*-HB6nsibly  foeUng  that  his  cus- 
tomary abruptness  would  be  radier  out  of  place 
He  hemmed  several  times,  for  the  double  purpose 
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of  suppressing  the  indignation  which  stood  on 
the  very  top  of  his  tongue  ready  for  launching^ 
and  of  gaining  time  to  collect  himself  for  the  en- 
counter ;  but  before  he  could  speak,  the  lady  had 
already  broken  the  ice. 

<<  I  beUeve,  Sir,  here  is  some  mistake— the 
honor  of  your  visit  could  not  be  intended  fot 
me.'* 

**  My  visit,  Madam,  is  to  my  son*-^to  — "^ 

^^  I  had  inferred  as  much,  'Si^— and  you  will 
therefore  duly  appreciate  my  motives  in  declin- 
ing any  conversation  or  communication  upon  the 
sulgect,^  and  she  slowly  advanced,  as  Mr  Flower- 
dew,  anticipating  her  intention,  pulled  the  bell. 

"  Not  I,  by  Jove !  Madam,"*  returned  Mr  By- 
cott« 

The  lady  started,  andMr  Flowerdew  exchang- 
ed looks  with  her. 

^^  I  conclude  I  am  addressing  myself  to  Mrs 
Nordiffe— firom  whom  I  received  a  note.^ 

"  Not  from  me.  Sir,  be  assured.** 

^<  Then,  Madam,  it  was  from  your  Fraich 
waiting-woman.*** 
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^^  It  was  from  Miss  BeUenden's  gouyenumte^ 
Sip." 

"  What  liave  I  to  do  with  the  writer  ?-^it  was 
written  in  your  natne,  Madam, — and  to  you  as  the 
presumed  mistress  of  the  house  ■■     ■  " 

'<  That  I  am  mistress  here.  Sir,  you  may  in- 
fer from  my  request,  that  you  will  seek  those 
who  may  be  disposed  to  attend  to  you, — ^where 
this  pa*8on,"  pmnting  to  the  servant  who  had  an- 
swered the  bell,  "  will  direct  you." 

"  By  the  Lord  Harry  !  Madam — ^but  pray-^ 
may  I  request  to  know  whom  you  tidce  me  for  ?" 

^^  For  the  gentleman  whom  yourself  announ* 
ced.  Sir— Mr  Rycott  of  Wolston  Worthy,  aa 
well  as  I  can  recollect." 

"  And  is  this  treatment——*?" 

^*  I  cannot  hear  a  word.  Sir  " 

*^  By  Jove !  Madam,  but  you  shalt— aye<^ 
and  many  a  word — and  many  a  harder  word." 

<<  Sir,  I  must  insist,"  interrupted  Mr  Flower- 
dew. 

^^  Sir,  I  shall  speak  still  plainer  to  you,  if  you 
presume  to  interfere— by  Jove !"  and  he  flouiisb- 
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ed  a  gold-beaded  cane,  which  always  formed  part 
of  his  travelling  costume. 

**  This  is  the  most  extraordinary  conduct,  Sir,^ 
continued  Mr  Flowerdew.  <^  I  cannot  suffer  my 
friend,  Mrs  Nordifie,  to  be  insulted.^ 

*^  Nor  shall  I  sufier  you,  Sir,  to  interfere  in 
what  concerns  you  not — at  least — I  beg  pardon. 
Madam — ^this  person  may  be  your  son.^ 

^^  My  son,  Sir  T  with  eyes  spiurkling  indig- 
nantly at  the  supposition.  ^^  Mr  Flowerdew  is 
my  friend.* 

"  It  will  become  him  to  be  silent,  then,**  con- 
tinued Mr  Rycott.  ^*  This  is  a  question  in  which 
principals  only  can  bear  a  part.*^ 

"  I  am  no  principal.  Sir,"  observed  Mrs  Nor- 
diffe ;  ^^  nor  do  I  purpose  to  render  mysdf  one, 
in  a  transaction  so  disgracefrd  to  all  parties  con- 
cerned.'' 

"  Madam  I** 

"  I  must  insist.  Sir,  upon  your  withdrawing.'* 

"  What !  without  my  son— whom  you  have 
seduced  from  my  house-^from  my  arms-^-from 
every  duty  to  which  he  is  bound  by  laws,  human 
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aad  divine. — By  Jove !  Madam,  you  know  not 
LeviflOB  Rycott — nor         ^ 

^'  Nor  have  I  the  most  remote  wish  to  do  so.— - 
Shew  this  gentleman,'"  again  addressing  the  ser* 
rant,  who  stood  with  the  door  op«i,  ^^  shew  this 
gentleman  to  the  young  man'^s  room.*" 

"  Young  man,  Madam — is  that  ^ 

^*  Allow  me  to  redeem  the  character  of  this 
house,^  cried  a  voice,  whose  melody  arrested  even 
the  angry  ravings  of  Mr  Rycott  Loo  Bellenden 
advanced  through  the  folding-doors,  which  had 
obscured  her  from  the  view  of  that  gentleman,  and 
standing  before  him, — ^^  Believe  me,  Mr  Rycott, 
I  am  most  deeply  wounded  by  the  manner  in 
which  you  have  just  been  received.  Could  I 
have  anticipated,  I  would^  be  assured,  have  pre- 
vented it.'' 

^^  You  would.  Miss  Bellenden  T  exclaimed 
Mrs  NordifPe,  interrupting  her ;  **  and  by  what 
authority,  may  I  be  permitted  to  ask  P'' 
^  ^<  By  that  which  should  regulate  every  action 
of  our  lives,  Madam — but.  Sir,''  turning  towards 
Mr  Rycott,  who  was  really  puzzled  by  the 
strangeness  of  the  scene,  and  readily  caught  at 
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any  thing  which  promised  an  exjdanation  of  it— 
*^  it  is  not  my  wish  to  make  you  a  witness,  or  a 
party,  to  family  discussions.  To  you  an  explana^ 
tion  is  necessary,  which,  from  motives  I  am  in- 
capable of  fathoming,  my  fiiend,  Mrs  Nordiffe, 
is  evidently  indisposed  to  afibrd.*" 

"  Why  did  she  send  for  me  ?— Why  did  she 
take  the  liberty  P'' 

^^  I  repeat,  Sir,^  said  Mrs  Nordifife,  with  in- 
creased formality,  ^^  it  was  never  my  intention  to 
enter  into  any  communication  lOth  you  or  your 
fiimily.'^ 

^^  My  family.  Madam ! — ^my  family ! — Do  you 
know  me.  Madam  ? — ^Do  you  know  to  whom  you 
are  addressing  yourself? — By  Jove  ! ^ 

^^  Really,  Sir,^  again  interposed  Mr  Flower- 
dew,  "  you  ought  to  be  satisfied  with ^ 

"  Ought,  Mr Meddler.^ 

"  Meddler,  Sir  r 

^^  Aye,  Sir— do  you  presume  to  dictate  what  I 
OUGHT  to  do  ? — By  Jove  !  ^ 

^^  The  gentleman  is  evidently  little  better  than 
a  Heathen,  Mr  Flowerdew,^  complacently  turn- 
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11^  to  her  rererend  friend ;  ^^  you  will  only  go^ 
counter  insolence.^ 

^^  Guard  your  expressions,  Madam — Mrs  Nor- 
diflSs,''  absolutely  roared  Mr  Rycott — "  inso- 
lence ! — me — to  my  fiice  ! — I  can  bear  much 
from  a  Lady — ^that  is,  a  Lady  who— but,  by  Jove! 
that  sallow-looking  prig  shall  answer  for  ai^ 
thing  that  passes  within  these  walls,  derogating 
from  the  dignity,  or  breathing  a  reflection  upon 
the  name  or  family  of  Rycott^ 

^<  His  doth  protects  him  from  your  insult.  Sir, 


<<  By  the  Lord  Harry!  Ill  dust  it.  Madam,  be 
its  colour  what  it  may,  if "^ 

^^  Sir  r  exclaimed  Flowerdew,  starting  upon 
his  1^;8. 

"  Yes,  Sir !"  roared  Bycott,  who  advanced, 
cane  in  hand,  as  the  other  retreated. 

*<  This  is  monstrous,^  cried  Mrs  Norcli£fe^ 
^^  an4  there  is  but  one  mode  of  proceeding.  Sa- 
muel, shew  this  intruder  the  door.^ 

Rycott^s  eyes  gUstened^-and  turning  them 
upon  the  servant,  whose  only  olgect  seemed  to  be 
to  control  the  disposition  to  laugh  at  the  passing 
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scene — ^^  Sirrah,^  cried  he,  again  brandiahing  his 
weapon,  **  raise  but  a  finger  to  obey  your  Lady, 
and  I  win  ky  you  prostrate  at  my  feet*^ 

"  Nay,  then,''  cried  Mrs  Norcliffe,  now  really 
alarmed,  ^^  we  must  call  in  ftirther  aid^— this  is  an 
outrage  that  is  not  to  be  endured  C*  and  she  spoke 
in  a  low  tone  of  voice  to  her  confidant,  Mr  Flower- 
dew,  who  advanced  towards  the  door,  in  obedience 
to  the  orders  issued  l^  the  commander  en  chef. 

^^  Stand  by.  Sir,*"  cried  Rycott,  who  had  placed 
himself  between  him  and  the  door,  and  shewed 
himself  resolute  to  arrest  his  progress ;  ^'  no  one 
shall  pass  this  threshold,  until  I  am  satisfied  re- 
specting the  kidnapping  of  my  son,  and  the  in- 
trigues carried  on  against  him  by  the  caballers  of 
this  house.  By  Jove !  Sir,  I  am  in  earnest,'"  as 
Flowerdew  endeavoured  to  elude  him. 

Loo  Bellenden,  however,  who  had  in  vain  eiK 
deavoured  to  make  herself  heard  amid  this  cla- 
morous contention,  placed  her  hand  upon  the  par- 
son's arm,  and  requested  he  would  be  passive  for 
a  few  minutes,  <<  When,"  turning  again  towards 
Mr  Rycott,  she  added,  ''  I  shaD,  I  trust,' be  aUe 
to  explain  to  this  gentleman's  satisfaction,  all  that 
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most,  in  the  present  view  of  the  case,  tend  only 
to  confiise  and  prolong  this  imnecessary  discus^ 
sion.  Believe  me,  Sir,  here  is  a  ndsunderstalid^ 
ingy  which,  for  what  purpose  I  cannot  divine,  Mrs 
NorcUffe  is  unwillii^  to  dear  up.^ 

^  Speak  for  yourself,  Miss  Beltendenf^I  have 
no  concern  in  any  part  of  the  transaction.  If 
you  choose  to  explain  your  motives  for  riring  in 
the  middle  of  the  night,  and  opening  die  door  to 
yomr  gallants  -*-— *^ 

<<  Madam,^ — interrupted  Loo  Bellenden  with 
a  dignity  and  an  energy  that  awed  even  Mrs  Nor- 
cHfie— "  let  me  save  you  from  the  degradation 
you  are  about  to  inffict  upon  yoursdf-^of  upon 
me.*— Conscious  in  die  integrity  and  purity  of  my 
own  motives,  I  have  not  ah  action— -a  thot^t — to 
conceal  from  the  world.— ^To  diis  gendeman^s  son 
I  am  indebted  for  a  life,  saved  at  the  expeuce  of 
his  own." 

*'  Madam— Madam,''  interrupted  Rycott— "  I 
want  to  hear  nothing  more  about  the  gooseberry- 
boih — the  boy  has  nrved  about  it  till  Tm  sick. — 
For  6od*s  sake,  Sir,'^'-Huming  to  the  servant, 
<<  give  «e  a  glass  of  cold  Sf^ng-water^^-aild  bid 
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my  own  man  throw  thirty  drops  of  bottle  A  into 
it ; — I  am  not  well— not  well— Miss  Bellenden^- 
but  I  interrupt  you.^ 

^  Could  I  then  behold  this  being,  whose  quali- 
ties, in  the  short  intercourse  I  have  had  with  him, 
must  endear  him  to  all  who  know  how  to  appreciate 
virtue  and  humanity— could  I  behold  him  pale, 
agonised,  and  dying  before  me,  and  withhold  the 
means  of  saving  him  ?^ 

*^  I  see  it  all — I  see  it  all,^  cried  Rycott  traver- 
sing the  room ;  ^^  you  have  yielded  to  his  ravings, 
and  I  am  the  most  miserable  of  men — ^but,  by 
Jove! "" 

'<  You  see.  Miss  Bellenden,^  cried  Mrs  Nor- 
clifie,  ^'  your  condescension  is  duly  estimated.^ 

'^  We  are  never  shaken  in  our  puipose,  my 
dear  Madam,  when  we  take  truth  only  for  our 
guide.  Mr  Rycott  will  see  his  error— and  then 
render  me  justice.*" 

^  Justice— justice  l^interruptedRycott — ^'^Miss 
Bellenden — Miss  Bellenden — I  have  never  seoi 
you  till  this  hour — ^but,  from  what  I  do  see,  and 
firom  what  I  hear,  my  son  must  have  a  heart  of 
marble>  not  to  have  been  subdued.— I  am  bewiU 
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dered — I  had  other  prospectfr— other  views — I 
tdl  you,  Madam,  you  have  mined  me— and         ^ 

*^  Believe  me,  Mr  Ryeott,^  returned  Miss  Bel- 
kndai  widi  a  8mil&— ^  you  ore  secure  from  any 
consequences  to  b»  apprdiended  from  me.^ 

'^  Do  you  not  admit,  that  you  yielded  to  his 
prayers — ^to  his  entreaties  ?"" 

*^  He  was  in  no  condition  to  ofler  them,  I  do 
assure  you,  Sir— and  if  he  had  been,  he  would^^ 
whatever  may  be  my  prepossession  in  his  favour-<-^ 
have  sued  in  vain.^ 

<<  What !  my  son.  Madam !  My  son  Percy  ?^ 

"  Yes,  Sir  r— interrupted  Mrs  Nordiffe— 
^'  she  unUushingly  acknowledged  her  passion—^ 
but "" 

^*  For  shame  !^  cried  Miss  Bellenden— ^'  Have 
you,  Madam,  forgotten  the  delicacy  and  dignity 
of  your  sex,  in  your  unjust  prgudice  against  an 
unoffimding  girl  ?^— and  she  indignantly  brushed 
away  a  tear  which  had  forced  its  way  to  her  eye. 

<*  Natural  exumgh — ^natural  enough,by  Jove! — 
but — ^but— you  are  not  pledged — ^not  engaged  ?^ 

^'  Ndther,  Sir— you  need  have  no  apprdien* 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


52  PEECY  MALLOEY. 

flions  on  that  head.-^Mr8  NoTcli£fe  would  have  f». 
vouied  you  with  the  detailfi  of  my  tranBgreflaoii, 
bttt^in  teems,  I  am  grieved  to  say,  as  Utde  oonsist- 
ettt  with  what  is  doe  to  eqoi^  as  to  herself.^ 

*'  I  Teqoest,  IMBss  Bellenden,  you  will  leave  me 
to  judge  what  is  most  coiuistent  with  my  own 
sense  of  propriety.^ 

^*  Unquestionably,  Madam«— as  long  as  mine  is 
equally  respected  cm  your  part — ^but,  Sir,^  «gain 
addressing  Mr  Ryeott — '^  I  am  too  honest  to  de- 
ny that,  in  the  full  flow  of  grateful  smsilnlity  to- 
wards an  object  fike  Mr  Percy  Ryeott,  my  heart 
mi^t  have  been  endangered  had  it  not  been 
checked  ere  it  dared  avow  the  sentanent  to  itself, 
by  a  principle  which  no  power  on  earth  ean-  ever 
unsetde  m  my  bosom."*^ 

"  You  are  a  very  extraordinary  being,^  cried 
Bycott— literally  staring  upon  her  with  admira- 
tion^ whilst  he  swallowed  the  drops^  now  brou^^ 
to  him  by  his  servant 

'^^  Extraordinttry,  indeed  T  groaned  Mrs  Nor* 
cfiie. 

"^Most  exIsaor^Kiiaiy  i""  echoed  Mr  Fldwer- 
dew. 
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^  Would  it  were  catching  r  growled  Byoott,  as 
he  tamed  widi  a  sarcastic  sneer  towards  boA 
lady  and  gentleman.—^  But^  jm^y,  Miss  Bel- 
lenden,  do  not  let  me  interrupt  yoU'^-^erery  scnti- 
nent  youutter— >y  our  voiee— your  by  Jove ! 
if  there  were  not  other  engagements— solonn—fii- 
nuly  compacts,  Miss  BeUenden  — .i-— ^ 

^'  They  are  sacred  for  me,^  said  Loo  Belkn- 
den^amiling  again  at  his  perplexity.  ^^I  am  proud, 
Mr  Bycott— >vevy  pood— and  would  not  consent 
to  become  a  m^nber  of  the  most  exalted  fiunily 
in  the  empire,  unless  sanctioned  by  the  proudest 
i^its  ownbranebes^-^But,  Sir,^-^atidteas9£^aa 
dieproceeded«^'^I  am  noboj^*- unknown  ■  una<v 
knowfe^^ed-^lhrown  off  by  those  upon  whom  my 
Tery  eziatenoe  probably  would  bring  shame  and 
^sgiace^  if  — — *^ 

*^  Again,  Miss  Bellenden  !^  exclaimed  Mrs 
Noidifie,  starting  flrom  her. 

^  Agsm— 4md  for  erer,  Madam — I  am  above 
disgoiae^-and  abhor  mystery->-and  to  you.  Sir,  I 
would  be  known  for  what  I  am,  for  you  are  the 
fkther  of  Percy  Rycott,  and  your  nature-— which 
must  surely  partake  of  his  ingenuous  virtues- 
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will  understand  the  full  import  of  my  fioelings, 
when  I  declare,  that,  sooner  than  nnite^-and  bjr 
uniting  d^rade— the  fortunes  of  your  son  with 
mine,  I  would  sacrifice  my  life.*^ 

<<  A  worthy  heathenish  resolution  T  eidaimed 
Mrs  NorcUfie. 

<<  Downright  profimeness  T  groaned  Parson 
Flowerdew. 

'' An  angel  of  light  Puttered  Bycott  ''Miss 
Bellenden — ^Miss  Bellenden— pardon  me— par- 
don me— but  I  too  am  proud— cursedly,  foolishly 
proud*— proud  of  what  concerns  me  not — fomily, 
desert,  ancestry — ^but  if  my  son,  young  as  he  is, 
whom,  till  this  moment,  I  would  hare  disinherit- 
ed, if  he  had  breathed  a  wish  in  opposition  to  my 
prgudioes — if  this  son,  in  whom  are  centred  all 
my  hopes,  all  my  views  of  latent  ambiticm^- 
of ^" 

''  Where  is  he — ^where  is  my  child  ?^  screamed 
a  female  voice,  as  the  door  of  the  apartment  was 
rudely  thrown  open— and  a  vulgar Jookingwoman, 
with  her  hair  dishevelled,  and  her  cap  and  bon- 
net hanging  half  way  down  her  back,  was  seen 
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toKing  her  way  in  despite  of  two  aervants,  who 
endeaTouied  to  detain  her  by  the  anna. 

<<  Let  me  go— let  me  go— no  power  on  earth 
diall  keep  me  from  him — ^my  Percy — my  darling 
—my  child  dying  !"** 

*^  What  the  Devil  does  the  woman  mean  ?^  de- 
manded Ry  cott,  as  he  fell  back  into  a  chair. 

'^  What  is  the  cause  of  this  tumult? — is  itano- 
ther  member  of  Mr  Rycott's  fiimily  P'^  demanded 
Mrs  Norcli£fe,  as  she  indignantly  reprimanded  her 
servants  for  admitting  the  woman. 

^  None  of  your  fine  airs,  Ma'am  NorcUffe,''  re- 
turned the  struggling  woman ;  '^  you  and  that 
AGss  have  spirited  away  my  child— and  I  can  hold 
no  longer.^ 

"  The  woman  is  raving  !"  cried  Rycott 
<^  Zounds!  Mows,  why  don't  you  bind  her?— 
whence  comes  she— has  she  broke  loose  f** 

**  No,  Squire  Rycott— *no,  Sir^— IVe  borne  it 
long  enow — ^till  flesh  and  blood  can't  stand  it  no 
longer. — The  boy's  my  own,  and  111  have  him." 

**  What  boy,  woman  ?" 

^'  My  boy — ^your  boy,  as  you  call  him—- my 
poor — poor  Percy,  as  you  christened  him  for  your 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


56  PERCY  MALLOBY. 

own  ha«e  {mrpoae»^-£»r  vbcmi  I  hay«  mifficred  im- 
prisoi]ment---lruifportatioii — and  — -—^ 

'^  Tcansportadon  1'"  exclaiiiied  Mrs  Norcli£fe. 
^^  Take  the  wreti^  away."" 

<^  Not  80  fast,  Ma^am — ^no,  Ma^am — your  trum- 
pery aira  won't  aenre  your  turn  now— you  have 
my  son  in  your  keeping.'" 

^  Keeping— eudadkms  wiwian  I"" 

"  Yeih— yes— or  Mtss  dier^— I  know  you. 
Miss,  vad  you  know  me  too  T 

^'  I  do,  indeed,^  answered  the  astonished  Loo 
Bdlenden,  ^^  aa  the  good  woman  who  sheltered 
me  after  my  accident^ 

^^  Aye-Hiye— -and  this  is  the  return  you  make 
— ^to  decoy  my  child  away,  when  he  moughthave 
married  that  there  rich  Miss  de  Lacy,  as  ould 
Ry^ott.intended  for  him."" 

"  Why,  the  woman's  a  demon  T  roared  Rycott, 
grasping  the  arms  of  the  chair,  flnmi  which  he  ap- 
peared incqiable  of  rising. 

5>  No  names,  old  gentleman— I've  long  scores 
to  settle  with  you — but  where— where,"  stmg- 
gling,  with  more  than  woman's  strength,  with 
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thoee  who  endeavoured  to  hold  har«->^^  whexe  is 
my  boy — ^my  muidered  child  ?*" 

^^  If,*^  said  Loo  BeUenden,  turning  towards  the* 
distracted  wcnnaii)  ^^  if  it  really  be  Mr  Percy  Ry- 
cott  to  whom  you  refer ^ 

**  You  know  him  well  enough,  I  wamint,  Miss 
— ^n^  cottage  &r  that — ^you  know  him^  and  have 
him.too-H9o  delrror  him  up.^ 

Miss  Bdlenden  wap  too  much  shocked  to  {xro- 
oeed,  and  yet  feeling  for  the  illusion^  under  whidi 
she  supposed  the  poor  woman  to  be  labouring-— or 
perhiqps  more  influenced  by  the  apprehension  that 
Percy  might  be  improperly  broken  in  upon,  she 
told  hear  that— — 

*^  Mr  Percy  Rycott  was  not  in  a  state  to  see 
any  one.'' 

^^  Is  he  then  dead  ? — have  you  murdered  him 
among  ye  ?^ 

^  He  is  not,  be  assured,''  continued  Miss  Bd^ 
lenden,  suppressing  her  own  feelings ;  ^^  but  his 
life  may  be  endangered  by  any  one  breaking  in 
upon  him  at  this  moment." 

^^  It's  all  a  flam  !"  screamed  the  woman ;  ^<  a 
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{dot  ai|d  scheme  to  keep  me  from  my  child— but 
I^U  see  hun  in  spite  of  ye  all."" 

<^  What  is  all  this  1^  exclaimed  the  almost  ex- 
hausted Rycott.  ^'  Is  my  boy  ill  ?— dying ! — ^by 
Jove  f — ^this  is  too  much  r 

**  Your  boy  ! — ^your  boy  !— No,  old  man,  but 
mine,  and  mine — as  TU  show  by  law — ^by ^ 

**  Plague  take  the  woman — will  nobody  secure 
her,andconsignhertoher  keepers?— By  Jove !  I 
shaU  run  distracted,  like  herself— where**-where 
is  my  Percy  ?" 

The  confiision  increased — ^none  were  disposed 
to  listen  all  were  clamorous  in  enforcing  their 
right  to  be  heard,  and  it  was  in  vain  that  Loo 
Bellenden,  the  only  party  disposed  to  act  with 
propriety  or  discretion,  interposed  to  reduce  the 
contending  elements  to  order. 

Mrs  Nordiffe  had  summoned  her  household  to 
dislodge  all  interlopers.  Mr  Flowerdew  was  active 
in  proportion  to  the  diversion  in  his  favour,  by 
Mr  Rycott^s  new  assailant,  Mrs  Wigram — for  our 
readers  must,  by  this  time,  have  discovered  that 
hidy  in  the  obtrusive  daimant  for  maternity.  Mr 
Rycott  was  exercising,  for  the  first  time,  without 
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success,  the  powers  of  command)  and  endeavoinv 
ing  to  force  his  way  to  Percy^s  chamber-^  whflst 
his  rival  Amaion  swore  she  would  ^^  stick  in  his 
skirts,^  and  ^^  make  good  her  daims  in  sfdte  of 
him.'' 

Loo  Bellenden,  who  clearly  saw,  that,  unless 
some  prompt  and  decisive  measures  were  taken, 
the  safety  of  the  only  individual  in  whom  she  was 
really  interested  wmild  be  endangered,  appealed, 
in  a  whisper,  to  the  pride  of  Mr  Rycott,  in  sug- 
gesting the  uselessness  of  combating  such  an  an- 
tagonist as  Mrs  Wigram,  and  at  length  prevailed 
upon  him  to  withdraw  into  the  adjoining  break- 
fiist-parlour.  She  then  informed  him,  in  the  most 
considerate  tone  and  manner,  of  the  state  of  Per- 
cy, promising  to  conduct  him  to  his  chamber  in  a 
few  minutes,  and  then  committed  him  to  the  care 
and  custody  of  his  own  servant,  who  was  imme- 
diately called  upon  to  relieve  him  from  some  of 
the  bandages  and  ligatures,  especially  about  his 
throat,  which,  in  the  present  state  of  irritation, 
bad  fidr  to  strangle  him— or  induce  his  long 
dreaded  apoplexy. 

Having  parted  the  combatants,  the  active  Miss 
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BcHenden  piroeeeded  to  pacify  Mrs  Wigram; 
and  if  her  powers  of  fascination  were  not  quite  so 
influential  upon  her  female  as  her  male  opponent, 
she  at  least  found  credit  for  her  assertion^  that  a 
sudden  appeal  to  Percy,  in  the  present  state  of 
bis  health,  m^  andanger  his  life.  The  woman 
was  bvouj^t  tQienns  by  the  fiurth^  assurance  of 
the  young  lady,  that  if  she  would  retire  to  the 
houfiekeeper^s  room,  her  own  maid  should  be  d^ 
spatched  to  keep  her  company,  and  afford  her 
cSonstant  and  rcigular  informatbn  respecting  the 
state  of  her  interesting  patient  Even  this  con- 
cession mif^t  not  have  been  extorted,  had  not 
Loo  Bdladdeii,  in  answer  to  no  veiy  delicate  allu^ 
siim  to  her  designs  upon  the  young  man,  sdemn- 
ly  assured  the  matron,  that  she  nerer  would  en« 
tertainliim  as  a  lorer. 

Thus  Ae  preliminaries  of  peace  being  in  some 
dqpree  established,  in  which  the  attachment  of  the 
housdidd  to  Miss  Bdlenden  had,  fortunatdy,  for 
the  moment,  superseded  die  authority  of  Mrs  Nor* 
cli£fe— the  latter  lady  resdvedno  longer  to  be  wit- 
ness—much less  remain  an  ostensiUe  party  to  her 
own  defeat*HBhe,  therefore,  ordered  the  cairiage* 
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and  having  left  the  room  with  Mr  Flowerdew, 
stepped  into  it  as  soon  as  it  was  announced,  at  the 
same  time  congratulating  Miss  Bellenden  upon 
the  delicacy  of  her  conduct,  and  the  acquisition 
of  the  elegant  connections  mik  which  she  had  thus 
chosen  to  identify  herself.  Changing  her  tone, 
howcTer,  as  the  servant  closed  the  door  of  the  car- 
riage, she  added,  with  a  heightened  colour  on  her 
dieeks-— '*  Your  guardian.  Madam,  shaU  be  do- 
ly  informed  of  your  conduct — and  he  will  decide 
between  us.**^    And  away  she  drove. 

The  <»ily  efect  produced  by  the  insinuatkm  or 
iike  direat  upon  Lod  Bellenden^s  mind,  was  to 
urge  her  forward  in  what  she  considered  to  be  h^ 
line  of  duty — and  to  extricate  herself  from  her 
present  embarrassments,  whidi  she  estimated  ai 
their  full  extent,  and  with  scarcely  less  sense  of 
theb  delicate  nature  than  Mrs  Nordiffs  herself, 
although  conscious  of  the  purity  and  integrity  of 
her  own  motives. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

The  day  was  now  considerably  adTanoed— 
Percy  had  awakened  much  relieved,  and  perfect* 
ly  collected— from  the  operation  of  the  sedatives 
which  the  doctor  had  given  him— and  when,  after 
a  g^itle  tap  at  his  chamber  door,  the  nurse  had 
opened  it  to  the  inquiries  of  Miss  BeUenden,  he 
was  permitted  to  answer  for  himself— and  to  ex- 
press,  after  two  or  three  admonitory  interrupdons, 
the  lively  gratitude  he  felt  for  her  tender  and  hu^ 
mane  exertions  in  his  favour. — ^He  would  have 
proceeded  upon  a  theme  so  peculiarly  calculated 
for  youthful  eloquence,  but  the  young  lady  held 
up  her  finger,  to  impose  silence— and  informed 
him,  she  had  other  matter  upon  which  to  consult 
hiuL— She  then  gradually  led  to  the  information 
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of  Mr  Rycott  being  in  the  house— and  of  his 
great  anxiety  to  visit  him  in  his  sick  chamber. 

^^  Have  you  seen  him  ?^  eagerly  demanded  he. 

"  I  have — and  — — " 

^  Was  hekind— washerespectful— didhc        "* 

**  He  was  every  thing  you  could  wish.'' 

"  Heaven !  I  thank  you— then — then        " 

**  Nay,  Mr  Percy — ^if  you  agitate  yourself  in 
this  manner,  you  will  lose  all  the  ground  you 
have  gained— and  my  credit  as  a  doctress  will  be 
sacrificed.'' 

**  No — no— you  have  rescued  me  from  the 
grave— you  have  been  my  guardian  angel." 

'^  And  can  only  prove  it,  by  leaving  you,  when 
you  are  relapsing. — ^Will  you  see  Mr  Rycott  ?" 

"  If  you  will  accompany  him." 

"  That — I  cannot  promise," — ^and  she  left  the 
room. 

Mr  Rycott,  whose  imagination,  upon  all  ques- 
tions connected  with  the  ills  incident  to  the  hu- 
man frame,  was  over  lively  and  iqpprehensivej 
had,  after  the  short  detail  of  the  occurrences  of 
the  previous  night,  given  by  his  fiur  companion, 
worked  his  mind  up  to  a  conviction  that,  if  Percy 
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had  really  escaped  fracture,  and  concosBicm — ^he 
might  still  have  incurred  inward  bruises,  no  less 
firtal— or  such  injury  to  the  nervous  system  as 
would,  probably,  in  the  event,  |Nroduce  lock  jaw  ! 

When  he  entered  the  side  chamber,  therefore, 
he  was  not  a  little  surprised  to  find  his  S(m  sit- 
ting nq^  in  his  bed,  supported  I^  pillows — ^with  a 
dear,  though  pale  ccnnplezion--«nd  wilh  eyes, 
that  betokened  neither  lai^<Nr  nor  depression. 
It  is  true,  there  was  some  variation  in  the  expres- 
sion of  the  latter,  when  Mr  Rycott  appeared,  and 
appeared,  accompanied  only  by  Mrs  Whitaker — 
but  the  novel  expression  of  paternal  congratula- 
tion, which  beamed  upon  a  countenance  habitual- 
ly morose  and  petulant,  had  such  an  imme<fiate 
influence  upon  Percy,  that,  for  the  moment,  he 
thought  only  of  the  return  which  his  heart,  thus 
appealed  to,  was  spontaneously  disposed  to  make. 

Mr  Rycott  felt  his  son^^s  pulse-^then  his  own— 
**  Let  me  see  your  tongue,  Percy  ! — not  right- 
not  badr— but— — ^  and  he  whispered  soitoethfaig, 
in  order  not  to  offend  the  nurse  and  Mrs  Whfr- 
taker,  to  which  receiving,  we  presume,  a  satisftc- 
tory  answer— he  desired  to  see  the  draughts^  left 
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by  Dr  Driulethwaite,  for  his  patient— and  tast- 
ing one— he  shook  his  head :  ^^  What  the  deuce 
is  the  man  pouring  down  laudanum  for  r* — He 
was  informed,  that  if  the  patient  felt  himself  re- 
freshed after  the  first  sleep — the  dose  was  not  to 
be  repeated. 

^^  Foolish — ^foolish — ^to  leave  it  to  the  discre- 
tion of '^  he  looked  up  at  Mrs  Whitaker,  and 

did  not  conclude  his  sentence. 

"  Can  you  draw  a  full  breath,  Percy  ?"" 

'^  Oh  !  yes,  Sir,^ — and  he  did  so,  to  the  satis- 
faction of  his  querist. 

"  Any  pain  in  the  sj^e,  boy  ?^ 

^^  Something  tender  towards  the  head,  Sir,"" 
he  answered,  smiling. 

^^  How  much  blood,  Madam,^  turning  to  the 
nurse,  ^^  did  Drizzlethwaite  take  ?^ 

"  Twelve  ounces,  I  think,  Sir." 

**  Ought  to  have  taken  twenty,  by  Jove  f — 
How  was  he  to  know— -do  you  feel  any  numbness 
about  your  shoulder  or  arm  P"^ 

"  None,  Sir.'' 

"  No  spasms  T^ 

"  None  whatever.'^ 

VOL.  II.  £ 
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"  Any  appetite  ?" 

"  Not  much.** 

<<  What  is  in  that  bottle,  my  good  Madam  ?"" 
directing  the  nurse^s  eye  towards  the  chimney- 
piece. 

"  Peppermint,  your  Worship.*" 

^^  Four  about  an  ounce  of  it  into  that  glassy- 
Have  you  any  tincture  of  cardamums  f^ 

"  No,  siir 

"  Give  me  the  glass.*" 

**  Wotf t  it  be  too  heating  for  the  young  gen- 
tleman i^  asked  the  careAil  Mrs  Whitaker. 

"  Hoot,  Madam— would  you  teach  me "" 

but  checking  himsdf,  added — ^^  It  is  for  myself. 
Madam." — ^And  he  drank  it  off--observing,  that 
it  was  necessary  after  his  cold  drive — and  the 
shock  he  had  received  on  hearing  so  unexpectedly 
of  his  son'^s  danger. 

*^  Pray,  Madam*" — again  addressing  the  house- 
keeper—" what  have  they  done  with  that  mad 
woman  ?" 

"  She  is  still  in  thehouse,^  she  replied — "  and 
joined  by  another,  who  appears  to  be  madder  than 
herself." 
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**  By  Jove !— -we  must  get  rid  of  theni — I  can^t 
stand  these  scenes — the  woman^s  a  bedlamite-*« 
dowmright  bedlamite.^ 

<<  Of  whom  are  you  speaking,  Sir  ?^  asked  Fer- 
cy,  who  diought  of  only  one  female  connected 
with  his  present  quarters,  and  knew  the  uncere- 
monious manner  of  his  fiither  in  uttering  his  opi- 
nion of  those-^male  or  female  against  whom  he 
thought  he  had  cause  of  offence. 

"  Nobody,  nobody— of  whom  you  have  any 
knowledge-— a  silly  dafi;  woman,  who  has  taken  it 
into  her  fooFs  pate  that  you  are  her  son.*" 

**  A  huge,  tall,  gypsey-sort  of  woman.  Sir  F^ 
asked  Percy,  raising  himself  upon  his  dbow. 

"  No,  no— -a  short  round  body." 

^^  But  the  other  woman.  Sir"" — ^inteirupted  Mrs 
Whitaker,  ^^  is  just  what  the  young  gentleman 
describes.'" 

Percy  then  mentioned  his  having  met  diis 
strange  personage  on  the  hills — ^without  too  mi- 
nutely detailing  die  subjects  discussed  in  that  in- 
terview— and  the  obscure  threats  she  had  uttered. 
He  then  added,  although  it  was  still  imperfectly 
inpressed  upon  his  reodlection,  what  this  same 
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woman — as  he  felt  oonvinced  she  was — ^had  de- 
dared  upon  the  previous  night,  on  hearing  Sir 
Hugh  de  Lacy^s  letter  read  by  the  conclave  of 
smugglers. 

These  details — ^for  the  first  time  opening  the 
cause  of  Percy^s  disasters  to  Mr  Ryoott— were 
not,  as  may  be  easily  conceived  by  the  reader, 
heard  without  many  violent  and  obstreperous  in- 
dications of  that  gentleman'^s  wounded  pride.  The 
nurse  and  Mrs  Whitaker  vainly  interposed,  upon 
the  plea  of  injurious  consequences  to  their  patient 
from  the  agitating  nature  of  the  discussion.  The 
exposure  of  a  confidential  letter — ^the  contempt  of 
his  name— the  d^ading  insults,  and  the  con- 
templated murder  of  his  son — ^were  transgressions 
so  inconsistent  with  all  that  he  had  been  accus- 
tomed to  consider  due  to  his  name  and  dignity, 
that,  unused  as  he  was  to  check  or  control,  his 
indignation  may  be  said  to  have  transgressed  even 
its  customary  bounds. 

He  was  frirther  driven  to  acknowledge— to  him- 
self— that  his  conduct  and  deportment  to  Mrs 
NorcHffe  had  been  highly  unbecoming,  under  the 
existing  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  this  ad- 
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mission  was  not  at  all  calculated,  in  a  temper  like 
Mt  Rycotfs,  to  tranquilliie  or  sober  it  When 
he  was  angry  with  himsdf,  he  was  never  sparing 
in  the  distribution  of  parts  to  all,  who,  by  the  most 
remote  process  of  implication,  could  possiUy  be 
involved  in  the  causes  of  it — and  even  the  pre- 
sent sufferings  and  past  dangers  of  his  son,  did 
not  screen  him  from  being  reproached  for  having 
^^  poked  his  nose  into  this  cursed  nest  of  hornets 
—and  involved  his  whole  fiunily  in  the  conse- 
quenoes  of  his  folly.*" 

He  was  interrupted  in  the  midst  of  this  tirade 
by  a  message  firom  the  two  women  below  stairs, 
who  insuted  upon  seeing  the  patient,  particularly 
the  one  who  declared  herself  to  be  the  mother  of 
Percy,  and  had  already  satisfied  her  auditors  of 
the  housdeeper^s  room  and  servants^  hall  of  the 
validity  of  her  claim. 

This  was  new  fuel  to  the  flame  which  was  al- 
ready consuming  Mr  Levison  Rycott.  He  could 
scarcely  articulate  the  orders  which  he  delivered 
to  his  own  servant,  who  had  undertaken  the  office 
of  ambassador-extraordinary  upon  the  occasion,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  too  sudden  irruption  of  the 
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enemy  upon  his  master.  ^^  By  Jevt  I  Simk,  lei 
them  beware  of  approaching  me— -let  them  not 
come  within  my  reach — I  must  act  as  a  magistrate 
-—let  them  be  bound  hand  in  hand— -yes,  by  Jove ! 
-^hand  and  fi>ot— till— till— —what's  the  booby 
staring  at  ?— Am  I  not  the  represcflitatiye  of  ma- 
jesty— ^hey,  Sir—do  you  mutiny  ?" 

^^  I  have  no  one  to  second  me  in  obejring  your 
orders,  ^,  except  the  postillion  and         *" 

^*  Make — 111 — stop — Fll  make  special  con- 
stables of  you— of  the  whole  housdbold  — impoS" 
tors— vagabonds— what  have  they  to  do  with  me 
or  my  son  P'' 

<<  The  one  woman  swears  to  Mr  Percy  being 
her  child,  Sir — and  the  other  — '^ 

*^  Send  them  to  jail — Fll  not  hear  a  syllable— by 
Jove  !— a  pretty  business— «wear  to  my  son— why 
they're  stark  staring  mad — send  for  Drizzlethwaite 

— m  have  the  strait-waistcoat "^  But  before  he 

could  embody  these  contradictory  instructions  in- 
to any  specific  form,  the  opponent  parties  were 
heard  making  their  way  up  the  stairs— accompa- 
nied, but  not  resisted,  by  the  domestics  of  die  fii- 
mily.     This  new  disturbance,  whilst  it  threaten- 

11 
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ed  suffocation  to  poor  Mr  Rycott,  brought  a  new 
force  into  the  field,  fiir  MademoiseUe  Baguenau- 
diere,  who  had  been  recruiting  her  exhausted  spi- 
rits from  the  toils  of  the  early  morning,  had  just 
finished  her  toilette,  when  these  extraordinary  in- 
terruptions to  the  usual  solitude  and  quiet  of  the 
house  called  her  forth  firom  her  apartment.  She 
had  taken  considerable  interest  in  the  sufferings 
of  Percy,  for  his  person  fell  decidedly  within  the 
dass  of  those  for  whom  that  lady  entertained  a 
sort  of  universal  benevolence — and  having  been 
first  roused,  firom  the  proximity  of  the  apartment, 
by  the  loud  and  angry  expostulations  of  Mr  Ry- 
cott,  of  whose  presence  she  was  wholly  unaware — 
Ae  was  now  more  than  ever  at  a  loss  to  account 
for  the  rude  and  boisterous  clamour  of  the  women, 
who  had  reached  her  door,  just  as  she  was  pre- 
paring to  pass  firom  her  own  apartment  to  that  of 
the  invalid. 

*^  Hey  !  Messieurs  et  Mesdames— qu^est  que 
vous  fiutes  la! — ^hey! — Monsieur  Samuel— vat 
ftre  you  let  dese  barbares  mont  up  to  destaarb— "^ 

^'  Stand  away — Miss  Mounsheer— -1^11  not  be 
fobbed  o^  my  child  fisr  all  the  French  parleyvous 
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in  Christenem^ — so  saying,  the  doughty  dame 
who  daimed'  Percy  "  for  her  own,"  rudely  pushed 
aside  Mademoiselle — and  advanced  arm-in-arm 
with  the  masculine  gypsey-woman,  with  w^om 
the  reader  is  already  in  some  degree  acquainted, 
towards  the  open  door  of  Percy'^s  chamber.  Here, 
however^  stood  Mr  Rycott — ^brandishing  his  gold- 
headed  cane — absolutely  foaming  at  the  mouth — 
and  incapable  of  uttering  any  thing  beyond  his 
favourite  adjuration  "  By  Jove^ — and  certain 
half-formed  unintelligible  phrases  of  defiance 
against  the  invading  host.  His  own  man  Poole 
stood  also  a  little  in  advance  of  his  master,  and 
swore  that  they  should  not  enter  the  chamber  of 
Percy,  until  they  had  Mr  Rycott^s  sanction  to  do 
so. 

However  disposed  to  be  allies,  the  household 
troops  appeared  to  observe  a  strict  neutrality  for 
the  present,  so  that  the  opposing  forces  may  be 
said  to  have  been  pretty  equal  in  point  of 
strength  as  well  as  numbers.  This  equality 
jeemed  to  suggest  the  policy  of  a  parley,  and 
Mrs  Wigram,  or,  as  she  now  announced  herself, 
Mrs  Judith  Mallory,  commenced  by  stating,  in 
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language  marked  with  that  figurative  mode  of 
expresflioD,  which  is  supposed  to*  give  more 
strength  than  pdish  to  an  argument  among  the 
subojrdinate  classes  of  society,  that  it  was  in  vain 
for  the  ^^  old  squire^  to  dispute  the  proofi  she 
possessed  of  her  claims  to  Percy  as  her  child — 
that  here  stood  the  woman,  Alice  Halpin,  who 
originally  stde  the  infant  son  of  Mr  Rycott. 
^  Aye,  aye,"  she  continued,  "you  may  roll  your 
eyes  and  foam  at  the  mouth,  old  one,  but  ye  can^t 
harm  me  or  she  now — ^for  we  have  paid  dearly  for 
the  job — but  thafs  my  child,"  as  she  caught  a 
glimpse  of  Percy  sitting  up  in  his  bed.  "  Bless 
his  dear  eyes,  Pd  swear  to  them  any  where  in  the 
varsal  world — why,  Alice,  he's  as  like  poor  Giles 
Mallory  as  was  as  two  peas.  Don't  ye  think  to 
transport  us  over  seas  again, — it's  our  turn  now— 
and  rich  as  ye  are,  ye  old  curmudgeon,  law's  law ; 
— ^you've  had  your  law,  we'll  hae  our's — ^here  it 
is  under  black  and  white.< — Your  child's  marked 
and  figured — and  when  you  find  him,  ye  may 
know  him  ;  but  here's  my  blessed  babe,  for  whom 
the  salt  tears  have  flowed  over  the  salt  waters  for 
eighteen  years  come  and  gone — and  Pm  not  ar- 
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rived  at  these  years  to  be  palmed  off  now  widi 
fine  words— no— 4ior  bullying  ones.  Speak  out, 
Alice— speak  out,  and  donH  mind  the  old  man^s 
antics  and  vagaries — I  don^t  value  ^em  that,*^ 
and  she  accompanied  h^  words  with  the  action 
suited  to  them. 

"  Nor  I,"  quolh  Alice  Halpin ;  **  weVe  no  big 
wigs  to  frighten  us  from  our  wits,  and  make  par- 
jury  of  us — ^what  weVe  done,  weVe  done — and 
weVe  suffered  £br  it — ^Yes,  old  man — I  stole  thy 
son— I — I,  Alice  Halpin,  and  gave  him  for  gcid 
to  another.^ 

^*  Let  me  go,  Poole — by  Jove  i  the  beldame 
shanH  escape  me.^ 

^^  Foolish  dotard — I  could  twist  thy  weasand, 
as  I  do  this  kerchief,  an  I  had  thee  at  arms' 
length — ^fdb  ! — I  owe  thee  a  debt,  a  good  eighteen 
years  standing— but  gi  the  woman  her  own,  and 
in  cry  ye  quits.^ 

^^  Will  nobody  silence  the  hag  ?^ 

*^  No,  proud  man — thee  hast  now  none  of  thy 
judges  and  juries  and  fidse  swearers  to  bade  y&— 
theyVe  done  ih&x  worst— I  come  to  daim  this 
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woman's  right— ^md  right  she  shall  have,  or  FU 
swing  for't.'' 

<<  That's  the  woman,''  cried  Percy,  starting  up 
in  his  bed, — <^  that's  the  very  she  devil  who 
threatened  me  cm  the  hills,  and  was  leagued  with 
my  murderers  last  night — ^What  her  jlota  and 
schemes  are  I  know  not,  but  I  rem^nber  she 
would  have  imposed  this  same  story  upon  the 
scoimdrek,  who  scouted  it  as         ^ 

''  Ungrattfid  boy  Period  the  beldame, ''  did  I 
not  seek  to  save  theef 

*^  Not  she — she's  the  deril  incarnate,  I  be- 
lieve, and  I'm  ready  to  depose  to  her  beix^  one  of 
the  most  active  of  the  gang." 

^^  Give  me  paper — give  me  ink — I  will  take 
my  son's  deposition,''  cried  Mr  Ryeott,  ^^  and 
commit  her,  and  die  other  as  an  accamplice." 

At  diis  moment  a  fresh  bustle  arose — and  Mr 
Ryeotfs  postillion,  followed  by  IMBss  Bdteiden, 
to  whom  also  Madeasoisdle  fled  as  an  ally,  were 
seen  forcing  their  way  up  stairs — and  the  ser- 
vants, on  perceiving  thdr  young  mistress,  fell 
back,  and  no  longer  impeded  their  course.  She 
immediately  addressed  herself  to  the  two  viragoes. 
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who  seemed  upon  the  point  of  coming  to  acti<»i, 
and  in  a  firm  tone,  insisted  upon  their  leavii^ 
the  house. 

It  is  astonishing  what  an  effect  is  produced 
upon  the  discordant  elements  of  society  by  the 
interposition  of  a  pretty  woman,  and  upon  those 
even,  who  are  the  least  disposed  to  acknowledge 
the  audiority,  whilst  they  instinctively  bend  to 
it — we  mean  the  old  or  ugly  of  the  same  sex. 

The  two  women,  who  were  evidently  preparing 
to  enforce  thm  rights,  or  their  daims,  whichever 
they  may  eventually  prove  to  be,  by  force  of 
arms— ^our  as  brawny  and  cord-«inewed  as  |ev^ 
laydaim  to  the  admiration  of  the  ^^  Fives  Court,^ 
— ^were  arrested  in  their  mid  career  by  the  melo- 
dious but  decided  tone  of  Loo  Bellenden'^s  voice. 

^^  To  you,  Madam,^  addressing  herself  to  Mrs 
Judith  Mallory,  alias  Wigram,  ^<  I  am  indebted 
for  shelter  and  aid,  when  an  unfortunate  accident 
brought  me  to  your  protecting  roof— -and  I  shall 
be  always  ready  to  evince  my  gratitude  for  your 
kindness.*" 

"  That's  a  good,  kind-hearted  young  lady — ^you 
shall  be  welcome  to  anything — but  my  son.^ 
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<<  Attend,  my  good  woman — to  aU  that  I  can 
command  as  my  own,  you  are  welcome— bat  this 
indecent  uproar  in  the  house  of  Mrs  Nordifie— 
and  this  intrusion  upon  the  sick  chamber  of  a 
fiiend,  to  whom  I  owe  my  life,  I  will  neither  to- 
lerate nor  submit  to.^ 

^'  All  I  want^s  my  own.  Miss."" 

"  Aye,  aye—lassie — give  up  die  boy,  and 
well  leave  old  Square-toes  at  peace;  an  his  con- 
science will  do  as  much,  he  may  be  glad  to  cry 
quits.* 

^*  I  will  enter  upon  no  terms,*  cried  Miss  Bel- 
lenden,  waving  her  hand. — ^^  It  is  for  me  in  this 
case  to  command — and  whatever  cause— if  cause 
there  exist,  of  complaint  against  this  gentleman, 
you  have  your  remedy  at  all  times  in  your  hands. 
-*This  is  no  place  for  the  decision  of  such  ques- 
tions, and  Mr  Percy  RycoU  must  no  longer  be 
disturbed.* 

"  Oh !  hoh  !*  cried  Alice  Halpin,  whose  re- 
spect hegm  to  ebb,  as  her  cause  seemed  to  sufifer 
in  the  hands  of  so  arlntrary  a  mediatrix ;  ^*  so  you 
want,  Miss,  to  keep  him  all  to  yourself? — ^but  it 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


78  PERCY  MALLORY. 

woana  do— 4t  wonna  do— so  look  to  it— 111  have 
him  jiway— ni ^ 

<<  Stop  that  vile  w^nnan^s  tongue,^  roared 
Percy,  as  he  nearly  stretched  his  body  out  of  the 
bed  in  the  energy  of  his  indignation. 

^^  Monsieur,  Monsieur — arretes— fi  dono— re- 
tirei — Mademoiselle  Bellenden,  retires  vous."* 

Percy  recovered  himself— but  the  ^^  battle 
royal,^  so  long  postponed,  seemed  at  length  about 
to  be  waged  when  Miss  Bell^^en  issued  her  com- 
mands in  so  peremptory  a  manner  to  the  house- 
hold troops,  that  the  Amaaonians,  partly  by  force, 
and  partly  by  an  assotance  that  Mr  Bycott  would 
listen  to  what  they  had  to  say,  before  he  left  the 
house,  w^re  at  length  prevailed  upon  to  sound  a 
retreat. 

It  may  be  supposed,  that  Mr  Leviaon  Bycott 
was  not  very  easily  induced  to  subscribe  to  any 
thing  which  could  be  construed  into  a  treaty  with 
such  a  description  of  persons — ^but  the  firmness 
of  Miss  BeUenden,  so  unlike  any  tbisg  he  bad 
been  accustomed  to— especially  in  petticoats — 
astonished,  and  even  awed  him  into  aeq^jescaioe 
-*and  he  was  too  much  a  man  of  his  word,  to  re- 
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tract  the  pledge,  after  he  had  once  agreed  to 
what  she  had  prq^osed. — Having  made  audi  ar- 
rangements with  Percy,  touching  his  present 
treatmait,  regimen,  and  future  removal — ^having 
himsdlf  taken  a  cordial  which  he  declared  to  be  of 
too  stimnlatii^  a  nature  to  his  son'^s  present  con- 
dition, and  having  expressed,  as  he  really  felt,  his 
high  admiration  of  Miss  Bellenden^s  character,  he 
descended  to  the  promised  conference,  with  no 
other  view,  than  to  make  out  a  mUiimua  for  the 
more  speedy  disposal  of  his  trouUesome  assailants. 
For  this  purpose,  he  had  taken  the  deposition  of 
Percy  respecting  Alice  Halpin,  and  her  connec- 
tion with  the  smugglers ;  and  his  own  judgment 
he  considered  quite  sufficient  to  decide  the  ques- 
tion of  the  other  woman^s  being  an  acomiplice. 
Upon  entering  the  servants^  hall,  where  all  the 
parties  were  assembled,  Mr  Rycott,  with  more 
than  usual  digni^,  seated  himself  in  a  chair, 
which  had  been  previoudy  placed  for  him. 

The  two  women,  who  had  beoi  consulting  to- 
gether, and,  on  that  account,  had  been  silent 
daring  tlus  stage  of  preparation,  now  advanced, 
the  one,  the  claimant,  with  several  dirty-looking 
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parcels  of  paper,  which  she  carefully  extracted 
from  the  folds  of  an  old  tattered  silk  handker- 
chief;  and  the  other  with  a  small  bundle,  care- 
fully tied  up  in  a  napkin,  which,  however  worn 
and  seedy,  bore  no  evidence  to  the  ^'  wear  and 
tear^  being  attributable  to  the  over  care  of  the 
laundress  or  whitster. 

Mr  Rycott  eyed  the  parties  with  ineflUble  dis- 
dain, but  with  some  d^ree  of  curiosity. 

<^  Woman, — you,  I  mean,^  taking  up  a  pen, 
"  what  is  your  name  ?^ 

'^  I^  not  come  here  to  say  my  catediise — 
you  know  my  name  well  enow,  I  warrant.'^ 

"  Tell  him  your  name,^  interrupted  Alice, 
'^  there^s  no  shame  in  it — ^more  shame  on  his  that 
brought  disgrace  upon^t  Judy  Mallory^s  her 
name— and  mine,  Alice  Halpin.  Are  ye  answer- 
ed now,  old  Grrim  Growdy  f^ 

^^  By  Jove !  thou  beldame — ^but— no  matter,  I 
shall  soon  settle  your  business.'" 

'^  Not  so  soon,  perhaps,  as  you  think,  my  lad 
of  wax.'* 

^*  Silence,  woman,  and  don't  interrupt  the 
court." 
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**  Court,  quotha  !  Where's  thy  wig,  old  Pop- 
Gunr 

Surely  poor  Mr  Rycott,  for  his  sins,  no  doubt, 
was  this  day  destined  to  suffer  in  all  the  most 
tender  and  sensitive  parts  of  his  composition.  A 
man,  whose  word,  for  years,  had  been  law  to  all 
around  him — ^who,  by  a  firown,  could  awe  a  whole 
fiunily  and  train  of  dependants  into  obedience-^ 
and  whose  pride  kept  him  aloof  from  all  contact 
with  low  and  vulgar  familiarity,  to  be  thus 
thwarted  in  every  step  he  had  taken — and  his 
very  dignity  assailed  by  gross  and  obstreperous 
ribaldry,  must  be  considered,  even  by  the  least 
indulgent  portion  of  our  readers,  as  an  object  of 
some  commiseration.  Bajazet,  in  his  cage,  was 
scarcely  a  more  {ntiable  object,  except,  indeed, 
that  our  friend  was  not  in  a  cage,  and  still  pos- 
sessed, as  he  hoped,  the  means  of  providing  one 
for  the  objects  of  his  vengeance. 

^^  By  Jove— Poole— see  that  these  women  be 
secured — ^hark  ye^— they  must  be  well  guarded  to 
Carlisle  gaol."" 

^^  At  your  peril  do  it,^  cried  Alice  Halpin, 
"  aye— or  any  of  ye,  ye  grinning  gapers,**  tum- 
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uig  to  the  servants  of  the  household,  who,  per- 
ceiving a  ^^  justice-business^  in  hand^  fairly  with- 
drew from  their  hastily  formed  coalition. 

The  natural  dignity  of  Bycott  had  by  this  time 
superseded  the  habitual  petulance  of  his  manners. 
He  was,  it  must  be  admitted,  Angry  enough; 
but  he  fbund  it  necessary  to  vary  the  mode  of 
exUfaiting  it.  A  v^  passionate  man,  when  he 
is  very  cool  in  his  demeanour,  is  a  v^  awful  ob- 
ject 

*^  Here  is  the  deposition  of  my  son.^ 

**  Your  son  !** 

"  I  say,  son  !" 

^<  Of  my  son,  Percy  Rycott,  whom  this  woman, 
calling  herself  AHce  Halpin         ^ 

^^  My  god-fiHlier  and  god-mol3iera  oaUed  me 
so— and  yours,  old  gentleman,  could  do  no  more.^ 

^^  Calling  herself  Alice  Hatpin,  was  discovered 
by  him,  consorting  ^ 

"  Consort  yoursdf,  I^  no  — — '* 

**  Consorting  with,  aiding,  andabettii^  on  un- 
lawfiil  assemblage  of  vagabonds,  smugglers,  and 
public  depredators,  who  did  wickedly,  maUdous- 
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ly,  and  Uoodily  conspiie  together  to  take  away 
his,  the  said  Percy  Rycott^9  life.^ 

^*  ^s  a  He — false  as  Hell — and  he  a  gmce- 


^  Don^t  abase  himy  poor  child,^  intermpted 
Judith;  <<  he  was  forced  to  it  by  that  wicked  and 
wroi^M  num.'" 

^^  And,^  continued  Mr  Rycott,  without  8eeni«> 
ing  even  to  hear  these  repeated  interruptions, 
^  did  fearfully  wound  and  maim  him,  leaving 
him  for  dead.^ 

A  bustle  at  the  outward  door  here  interrupted 
the  worthy  justice,  and  young  Blencow,  rushing 
forward,  pointii^  to  Alice  Halpin — 

^^  That,  & — ^diat  is  one  of  'em,  as  sure  &s  I 
am  here  to  tell  it^ 

Blencow  proceeded  then  to  enter  upon  the  par- 
ticulars of  the  case,  and  produced  such  evidence 
i^amst  Alice  as  would  have  warranted  het  com- 
mittal before  a  &r  less  prejudiced  judge. 

^^  Do  you  know  any  thing  of  this  other  wo- 

Troth  do  I,  Sir-^they  are  housemates,  and 
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bircb  of  a  feather— -jail-birds,  I^m  told — and  live 
down  hard  by  the  Bourne  Head.^ 

^^  And  what  know  ye  i^us,  young  bird-catch- 
er?^ 

^<  Of  one,  harm  enough— just  a  smuggling  tniU 
—of  toother,  less — ^but  no  better."^ 

'^  And  where  saw  ye  me  yester  e^en  ?*"  demand- 
ed Alice,  with  her  hands  fixed  on  either  of  her 
projecting  hip-bones. 

^'  Where  you  saw  me  not,  Mistress— but  where 
I  saw  and  marked  you  well  enow.'" 

^^  He  was  not  there,  Mr  Justice.'" 

«  Where  f^ 

«  At  Kalwart." 

^'  How  know  ye  that,  woman  P^  demanded  Mr 
Rycott,  as  he  darted  his  eyes  towards  the  wo- 
man. 

"  Because "^ 

^^  Because  you  were  there— enough— see  the 
culprits  well  secured — and,  by  Jove !  they  shall 
swing  for  it." 

The  women  now  found  themselves  caught  in 
their  own  snare^-for  Alice,  although  she  held  on- 
ly the  office  of  coadjutor,  was  the  most  active  of 

10 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


CHAPTER  IV.  85 

the  two  in  urging  her  companion's  claims.  Enter- 
taining no  suspicion  of  her  having  been  recogniz- 
ed by  the  apparently  dying  Percy,  in  the  meeting 
of  the  preceding  evening,  she  had  boldly  accom- 
panied the  woman  Mallory,  who  could  not  be  re- 
strained from  running  to  the  aid  of  him  she  affirm- 
ed to  be  her  son,  when  she  had  been  hastily  in- 
formed of  the  event  by  Blencow,  who  encounter- 
ed her  in  his  hasty  ride  to  Penrith  in  search  of 
Dr  Drizzlethwaite— and  who  considered  her  entit- 
led to  the  communication,  from  the  former  interest 
she  took  in  the  affiiir  with  Miss  Bellenden. 

The  Fiat,  however,  had  gone  forth — and  Mr 
Rycott  was,  neither  by  constitutional  tempera- 
ment, nor  the  habits  of  his  life,  likely  to  reverse 
the  order,  or  bend  to  the  remonstrances  of  the  pri- 
soners, alternating  between  clamours  against  op- 
pression, and  the  vituperations  of  irritated  and 
disappointed  feeling.  They  were  put,  as  soon 
as  a  cart  could  be  procured,  under  charge  of 
Poole  and  Blencow,  with  such  other  aid  as  was 
deemed  prudent,  considering  the  qualifications  of 
the  ladies,  to  transfer  them  to  the  safe  keeping  of 
the  governor  of  the  county  bridewell. 
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In  a  few  days,  Percy  was  more  aUe  than  will- 
ing to  leave  his  hospitable  asylum — but  Miss 
Bellenden  evinced  no  disposition  to  perform  the 
part  of  hostess,  when  the  duties  of  a  directing 
nurse  ceased  their  demand  upon  her.  Percy,  in 
his  professions  of  gratitude,  made,  what  is  called, 
strong  love  to  the  young  lady — and  whai  she 
could  no  longer  parry  his  attacks,  by  pleasantry 
or  badinage,  she  seriously  reverted  to  her  former 
resolutions,  and  forbade  him,  on  pain  of  for* 
foiting  her  fiiendship,  to  express  even  his  best  feel- 
ings in  any  language  which  was  not  strictly  con- 
sistent with  that  sentiment. 

Whatever  inferences  Percy  might  draw  from 
this  stem  decree,  it  is  pretty  certain,  that  Loo 
Bellenden  felt  something  stronger  than  even  the 
propriety  of  his  removal,  when  she  pressed  his  de- 
parture from  Glendara.  There  was  a  warmth  of 
feeling — a  genuine  character  of  mind  and  expres* 
sion  about  Percy,  which  were  too  much  in  unison 
with  the  feelings  that  played  about  the  heart  of 
this  noble  and  independent  girl,  to  warrant  her 
passing  hour  after  hour  in  his  society  with  impu- 
nity— and  although  it  might  not  shake  her  6xed 
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MBolatiQii^  wouldy  she  even  admowledged  to  ber* 
self,  enhance  the  diflfeulty  of  preserving  it  to  a 
very  painful  d^ree. 

Still  there  was  nothing  in  her  ccmduct  or  man- 
ner to  betray  this  internal  conviction.  She  was 
no  love-aidc  damsel,  although  pretty  wd  assured, 
from  her  internal  monitor,  that  she  could  love  as 
heartily  and  honestly  as  any  heroine  of  romance 
—-and  her  principles,  idiether  Quixotic  or  not  in 
the  opinion  of  a  certain  dass  of  readers,  were 
founded  on  a  basis,  from  which  all  that  is  good, 
and  fidr,  and  honcnrable  in  our  nature,  springs  in- 
to life  and  existence. 

The  general  reader  must,  we  presume,  have  ex- 
perienced quite  enough  of  that  monstrous  sing- 
song sort  of  lecture,  upon  which  the  changes  were 
alternately  rung  in  eUto  and  soHo  voce^  by  Mrs 
Norcliffe,  and  the  detestable  Mr  Flowerdew, 
whenever  Loo  Bellenden  joined  the  fimiily  meals, 
to  make  it  a  necessary  part  of  our  duty  to  repeat 
them  in  detail.  Suffice  it  to  say,  no  opportunity 
was  omitted,  which  fiurly  presented  itself,  of  ut- 
tering their  pious  denunciations  against  such 
works  of  supererogation  as  Miss  Bellenden  had 
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thus  voluntarily  imposed  upon  herself,  and  whilst  a 
tender  union,  founded  unquestionably  in  reli- 
gious sympathy,  imited  them  in  bonds  of  sym^ 
pathy,  they  could  find  no  plea  or  pretext  for 
so  egregrious  a  solecism  in  propriety,  as  the  con- 
duct of  the  young  lady  presented  to  their  purer 
and  more  refined  imagination  ! 

So  determined  were  these  excellent  persons  to 
avoid  every  thing  which  could  be  misconstrued  in- 
to a  sanction  of  such  proceedings,  that,  on  the 
day  fixed  for  Percy^s  departure,  Mrs  Nordiffe  and 
her  friendly  confessor  drove  out  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, nor  returned  until  the  evening  had  far  ad- 
vanced, from — a  snug,  comfortable  ^^  Bible  Din- 
ner,""  as  they  called  it,  at  Keswick, 
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CHAPTER  V. 

The  county  asgizes  were  near  at  hand — and 
Mr  Rycott  remained  unmoTed  in  his  determina- 
tion to  bring  to  condign  punishment  the  parties 
who  had,  as  he  very  naturally  supposed,  brought  the 
life  of  his  son  into  jeopardy,  and  who  had,  if  pos- 
sible, aggravated  this  offence,  in  his  eyes,  by  dar- 
ing to  treat  him  with  indignity,  and  brave  an  au- 
thority, which  no  one,  within  the  circle  of  his 
control,  with  the  solitary  exception  of  his  prime 
minister  Schwartz,  had  ever  even  speculated  up- 
on the  posdbility  of  questioning. 

On  the  eve  of  the  arrival  of  the  judges,  Mr 
Rycott,  to  his  no  small  surprise,  and,  it  may  be 
presumed,  indignation,  received  notice  from  an 
attorney  of  respectability  at  Carlisle,  that  pro- 
ceedings i^ainst  him,  at  (he  instance  of  Judith 
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Mallory,  had  been  commenced,  and  the  leading 
counsel  on  the  circuit  retained  by  her,  in  order 
to  establish  and  enforce  her  claims  as  the  parent 
of  Percy  Mallory,  fidsely  called,  or  calling  him- 
self, Percy  Rycott. 

This  intelligence  was,  the  next  day,  followed  by 
the  appearance  al  his  own  solicitor,  who  added, 
that  the  trial  of  the  women,  as  parties  to  the 
smuggling  transacticm,  had  been  postponed,  in 
consequence  of  an  iqpidication  to  the  judge,  on  his 
arrival,  for  a  writ  o£  habeas  corpus  upon  the  affi- 
davits of  the  w(Hnen — and  others,  who  were  to  be 
brought  forward  in  support  of  Judith  Mallory^s 
claim  to  Percy  as  her  child. 

Such  affidavits  as  could  be  filed  by  Mr  Rycott 
and  his  legsl  advisers,  were  of  course  put  in  with- 
out delay— -and  the  utmost  anxiety  prevailed 
among  those  whose  interests  were  so  deeply  involv«- 
ed  in  the  question.  The  affidavits,  however,  on 
either  side,  were  so  directly  contradictory  of  each 
other,  that  the  judge  found  himself  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  directing  an  issue  to  try  the  question  be- 
fore a  jury. 

It  may  well  be  imagined,  that  at  every  st^  ta 
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such  a  mode  of  proceeding—added  to  the  grave 
aanctioii  of  the  law  thrown  over  the  pretensions  <^ 
^^ich  a  woman  as  Judith  Mallory — ^poor  Mr  Ry- 
cott^s  temper  added  not  a  little  to  the  ardnoua- 
ness  of  the  task  imposed  upon  his  attorney  and 
counsel.  If  the  validity  of  the  woman^s  claim 
were  placed  before  him,  even  hypothetically^for  the 
purpose  of  countervailing  it— he  would  arrest  the 
most  eloquent  of  his  advisers  in  the  midst  of  his 
argument — and  Ind  him  revise^  his  opinion — ^if  a 
question  were  put  to  him,  which  implied  even  a 
doubt  as  to  what  he  had,  for  so  many  years,  de.. 
termined  to  be  tacts — he  would  threaten  to  with- 
draw his  brief,  and  enter  the  court  as  his  own 
counsel.  In  fact,  the  men  of  law  found  it  neces^ 
sary — with  a  view  to  the  probable  success  of  their 
client — to  arrange  matters  among  themselves-^ 
whilst  tiie  client  contented  himself  with  taking  a 
douUe  propoitioR-  of  calomel,  to  counteract  the 
unusual  accumulations  of  Ule,  Which  Michael 
Schwarts  even  was  not  disposed  to  deny  him,  a£. 
ter  a  short  investigation  of  his  patient^s  symp- 
toms. 

The  important  day,  at  length,  arrived — and 
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Mr  Rycott  took  his  seat  on  the  bench,  near  the 
judge — awaiting  the  opening  of  the  opposite'coun- 
sel,  with  that  sort  of  feeling  which  a  very  proud, 
or  a  Tery  passionate  man,  m^  be  induced  to  mis- 
take fer  dignified  apathy,  but  which  exhibits  to 
others  all  the  indications  of  a  restrained  desire  to 
exercise  a  horsewhip,  or  a  rope's  end,  over  the 
shoulders  of  those  whom  he  affects  to  despise. 

All  the  circumstances  of  the  abduction  of  the 
child  by  Alice  Halpin  firom  under  the  roof  of 
Mr  Levison  Rycott — the  pursuit — detection  and 
apprehension  of  the  parties  in  London,  were  de- 
tailed with  precision — ^and  only  once  or  twice  in- 
terrupted by  Mr  Rycott,  who  appealed  to  the 
court  against  this  occupation  and  waste  of  its  time 
in  recapitulating  evidence,  which  no  one  was  dis- 
posed to  dispute.  But  the  court  prc^essed  itself 
ready  to  incur  ^^  all  the  tediousness,^  the  plaintiff 
or  her  counsel  might  feel  it  necessary  to  bestow 
upon  it — and  Mr  Rycott's  own  counsel  suggest- 
ed, in  a  whisper,  that  it  would  be  wiser  to  let 
things  take  their  ordinary  course,  as  the  witnesses 
might  be  caught  tripping.  This  was  rather  a  bit- 
ter pill  to  a  man  so  habitually  accustomed,  rather 
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to  prescribe  than  to  be  prescribed  to— but  he  re- 
collected he  was  not  at  Wcdston  Worthy— where, 
however,  he  devoutly  wished  himself  at  the  mo- 
ment— and  was  acquiescent,  because  he  had  no 
other  resource. 

When  the  evidence  upon  the  former  trial, 
and  the  previous  examination  before  the  pdice 
magistrate  in  London,  had  been  duly  recapitulat- 
ed, the  counsel  went  on  to  prove,  that  Judith 
Mallory  had  never,  fi)r  a  moment,  ceased  to  pro- 
test against  the  proceedings — ^and  to  deny  the 
identity  of  the  child  produced  in  court  with  the 
one  stolen  from  Mr  Rycott — ^that  she  admitted 
having  been  an  accomplice  with  Alice  Halpin, 
who  had  actudly  stolen  the  in&nt,  and  submitted 
to  the  punishment  which  the  law  inflicted 
upon  her,  for  her  share  in  the  offence — ^but  that 
she  had  incurred  this  guilt,  and  been  involved  in 
the  penalty,  which  banished  her  from  her  native 
home  and  country,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  saving 
her  own  child — and  that  she  had  toiled  and  la- 
boured, dining  her  exile,  for  the  purpose  of  col- 
lecting together  frmds  sufficient  to  enforce  her 
just  claims,  upon  her  return  frt>m  captivity— that 
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she  had  even  voluntarily  exceeded  the  term  pre- 
scribed by  law,  for  her  residence  at.Botany  Bay^ 
in  order  to  reap  the  fullest  advantage  of  the  in- 
dustry, by  vhich  her  hopes  weve  about  to  be  its- 
lized,as  she  well  knew  the  sort  of  man  she  had  to 
deal  with,  in  contesting  her  rights. 

Mr  Rycott  would  again  have  interposed,  but 
the  court  now  thought  fit  to  exert  its  authority  for 
silencing  him  ^^  Proo& — ^proofi^  my  Lord- 
where  are  their  prooft  ?*" 

"  We  must  not  be  interrupted,  Mr  Rycott— 
you  will  be  heard  by  your  counsel.*** 

^^  I  only  demand  proofe,  my  Lord-— prooft-* 
by  Jove!  it  is — ^it  is  a  tissue  of "^ 

"  Once  more,  My  Rycott,  I  am  sorry  to  be 
compelled  to  remind  you,  that  you  will  be  heard.^ 

^  Heard — ^heard,  my  Lord^-^yes,  till  I  make 
their  ears  tingle,  as  if  a  team  of  Suffi>lk  punches 
were  in  their  brain.** 

"  Sir — Mr  Rycott — ^you  will  compel  me,  much 
against  my  will,  to  take  measures  to  enforce 
silence — a  contempt  of  court  must  not         ** 

"A  contempt  of  perjury,  shmd^,  intrigue  — ** 
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^  Officer  of  die  coort— take  sway  this— this 
Mr  Rycott'' 

^  I  am  a  magistrate,  my  Lord.^ 

^'  The  more  necessary  you  should  be  instruct- 
ed in  the  respect  due  to  the  bench — take  him 
away— officer,  do  your  duty — ^brother  Bother^em, 
proceed.^ 

The  court  su£Pered  some  further  disturbance 
firom  the  remonstrances  ofibred  by  our  friend  to 
the  imperative  decree  of  his  Lordship.  These 
were,  however,  too  well  supported,  and  the  odds 
too  great  against  an  individual,  even  of  Mr  Ry- 
cott^s  dignity,  to  leave  the  result  dubious.  That 
gentleman  was  compelled  to  be  satisfied  with  calU 
ing  down  upon  the  heads  of  the  petty  executors  of 
the  judicial  authority,  the  full  fury  and  vengeance 
of  his  "  doud  compelling^  patron-— or  that  fiivour* 
ite  personage— of  inferior  rank,  it  may  be  presum- 
ed—whom he  more  familiarly  invoked  as  the 
"  Lord  Harry.'* 

It  may  not  be  necessary  to  furnish  in  detail  the 
arguments  on  either  side,  which  were  heard  at 
lengdi,  and  in  due  silence,  after  the  departure  of 
Mr  Rycott  from  the  court — but  it  is  our  du^  to 
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Btate  the  general  results,  which  satisfied  the  jury, 
without  even  retiring  from  their  bbx,  that  the 
daim  of  Judith  Mallory  was  fuUyy  clearly j  and 
incontestibly  established ! 

Our  readers  will  recollect,  that  Alice  Halpin 
first  appeared  as  a  voluntary  evidence  against 
the  young  Templar,  who  stood  charged  with  the 
intention  of  dropping  a  child  at  her  door — ^but 
that,  when  actually  before  the  magistrate,  she  not 
only  evinced  an  indisposition  to  criminate  him-^ 
but,  although  his  original  accuser,  swore  positive- 
ly to  the  fiict  of  having  seen  the  child  delivered 
to  him  by  another  person.  It  will  be  further  re- 
membered, that,  when  her  participation  in  the  ab- 
duction of  the  child  was  clearly  proved,  she  posi- 
tively affirmed  that  the  infant  produced  in  court 
was  the  identical  one  she  had  stolen  from  Mr  Ry- 
cott. 

The  facts  produced  before  the  jury,  on  the 
present  occasion,  when  her  testimony  was  in  direct 
opposition  to  what  she  had  formerly  deposed,  af- 
forded a  full  explanation  of  the  transaction,  and 
the  motives  by  which  she  had  been  influenced. 

It  appeared,  that  the  evening  of  the  transaction. 
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which  was  destiiied  to  occasum  so  much  mischief 
and  mismiderstaiidiiig-— had  been  fixed  iqpon  for 
the  final  deUvery  of  the  stokn  child  into  the 
hands  of  oae  Maitland— a  yoiu^  lawyer,  who  was 
the  principal  agait  in  the  business,  and  the  em- 
fdoyer  of  Giles  Mallory ,  the  husband  of  Judith— 
but  known  to,  and  in  communicaticm  cmly  with 
himself  :—4hat  the  husband  received  from  the 
hands  of  Judith  the  child,  in  whose  abduction 
she  had  been  induced  to  take  an  active  part  on 
account  of  the  threat  of  this  s»d  husband,  that, 
in  case  any  accident  should  frustrate  his  ]^ans, 
his  own  boy-^of  about  the  same  age — should  be 
substituted  in  its  place. — It  was  proved  also,  that 
this  man  had  scarcely  left  the  house,  through  a 
back-do(v,  which  led  into  some  Mind  alleys  and 
bye-ways  which  tenninated  near  the  place  of  his 
destination,  just  as  the  runners  of  justice  ma^ 
their  appearance,  for  the  purpose  of  apprehending 
both  the  man  and  woman  to  whom  they  had  tra- 
ced the  stolen  child, — ^that  the  woman  Judith,  af- 
ter answering  some  interrogatories,  to  which  her 
alarm  and  confusion  did  not  enable  her  to  give 
very  consistent  answers,  omtrived  to  evade  them 
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by  slipping  through  a  door  which  closed  with 
a  spring  lock  on  the  outside — and  by  this  ma- 
noeuvre gained  time  sufficient  to  snatch  her  own 
child  from  the  cradle,  and  make  her  escape 
through  the  back-door,  which  had  just  previoudy 
answered  the  same  purpose,  for  the  departure  of 
her  husband  with  the  other  child. 

What  followed  has  already  appeared  in  the 
opening  of  our  history — and  the  circiunstantial 
evidence,  together  with  the  ccmfessions  made  by 
Judith  at  her  subsequent  examinations,  naturally 
led  to  the  consequences  which  ensued.  The 
poor  woman'^s  assertions  with  respect  to  the  child 
were  interpreted  into  the  effects  of  temporary  de- 
lirium or  illusion — and  the  testimony  of  the  wit- 
nesses from  Cumberland,  which  might  otherwise, 
perhaps,  have  been  liable  to  some  suspicion,  from 
the  admitted  change  in  the  appearance  of  the 
infant,  in  its  disfigured  and  wounded  state — ^was 
fiilly  corroborated  by  the  unhesitating  admission 
of  Alice  Halpin — ^in  whose  possession  it  had  he&i 
for  upwards  of  a  fortnight — and  who  had  never 
lost  sight  of  it,  until  within  a  few  hours  of  her  ex- 
amination before  the  magistrate.     It  remains. 
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then,  to  account  for  the  motiyes  which  could  in- 
duce  this  woman  to  assert,  and  persevere  in  a 
fidsehood,  which  apparently  could  be  of  no  bene- 
fit to  herself — and  which  involved  her  companion 
in  such  unnecessary  sufferings. 

When  Giles  Mallory  had  received  the  child 
firom  his  wife,  he  hurried  away  to  fiilfil  his  part 
of  the  compact,  and  receive  the  remaining  portion 
of  the  stipulated  wages  of  iniquity— which  were 
to  be  paid  only  on  the  delivery  of  the  child. 

To  his  utter  surprise,  he  found  no  one  in 
Maidand'^s  chambers,  except  a  woman,  who  in- 
formed him  she  was  there  by  the  appointment  of 
that  gentleman,  to  take  charge  of  the  child — and 
had  been  waiting  his  return  for  some  time. 

Hour  after  hour  passed — and  yet  this  important 
personage  never  made  his  appearance,  and  Mal- 
lory b^^  to  suspect  that  some  derangement  of 
phms,  or,  what  was  worse,  an  alteration  in  them, 
might  involve  him  in  still  greater  embarrassments, 
and  rob  him  of  the  larger  portion  of  his  expect- 
ed remuneration. 

He  had,  in  the  moment  of  the  retreat  from  his 
own  house,  heard  voices  in  altercation  with  his 
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wife — and  easily  surraiging — what  his  gvilt  alone 
would  have  suggested — ^the  nature  of  their  visit, 
he  saw  that  to  return  hoMe  was  impossible — 
whilst  to  leave  the  diild,  without  the  final  adjust- 
ment of  his  claims,  presented  aa  altematiye  not 
at  all  satisfiKtory  to  a  mind  like  his.  He  had 
all  al(mg  suspected  that  Maidand  was  not  what 
he  appeared  to  be,  and  as  n^es  are  apt  to  dis- 
trust each  other  from  a  sort  of  intuitive  sympa- 
thy, he  inferred  that  the  temptation  of  gaining  a 
prise,  without  paying  for  it,  would  be  too  great  for 
the  agent  to  withstand.  He  feared,  mdeed,  that 
he  had  already  absconded,  from  some  apprehen- 
sion of  his  share  in  the  transaction  being  disco- 
vered— and  that  he  should  be  left  not  only  wiA 
the  whole  burthen  of  the  guilt— -but  c£  the  child 
also. 

He  examined  and  cross-examined  the  woman, 
touching  her  knowledge  of  their  common  on- 
ployer — ^but  the  simplicity  of  her  answers  quiddy 
satisfied  him,  that  she  was  infinitdy  less  inform- 
ed upon  the  subject  than  himself.  She  had  been 
hired  from  a  neighbouring  village,  and  was  to 
take  charge  of  a  child  for  an  uncertain  perioct^ 
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finr  which  a  yearns  wages  had  been  advanced  to 
her. 

She  knew  only  the  name  of  her  employe,  and 
waa  bound  by  a  solemn  oath — backed  by  a  fur- 
ther sum  of  money,  never  to  reveal  what  might 
hereafter  come  to  her  knowledge,  either  by  di- 
rect information,  or  incidental  observation. 

What  was  to  be  done  ?  The  man  could  not 
endure  this  state  of  uncertainty — ^he  had  no  se- 
cure place  of  retreat — ^he  dreaded  to  leave  the 
child,  yet  could  not  take  it  with  him — although 
he  felt  it  impossiUie  to  remain  shut  up  during 
the  night,  when  the  informaticm  to  be  collected 
fir(»n  without  might  be  essential  even  to  his  per- 
sonal safety. 

In  this  dilemma,  he  made  a  jnr^^tion  to  the 
nurse,  which  she  was  not  in  a  situation  to  dis- 
pute, had  die  be^  disposed  to  do  so— but  to 
which  she  saw,  and  therefore  made,  no  objection. 
This  was,  that  she  would  permit  him  to  lode  her 
up  in  the  chambers  with  the  infimt,  whilst  he 
sallied  forth  in  quest  of  information— pledging 
himself  to  relieve  her  before  morning. 

Having  secured  the  key  of  the  outar-door  in 
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his  podcet^  he  proceeded  to  survey  his  own  hum- 
ble dwelling — ^which  he  found  deserted — and,  con- 
sequently, open  to  his  researches.  He  entered, 
but  discovering  nothing  that  could  throw  any 
light  upon  the  subject— for  the  absence  of  the 
child  was  accounted  for  by  the  inferred  caption 
of  the  mother-~he  proceeded  with  all  due  caution 
to  the  habitation  of  his  cdleague,  Alice  Halpin, 
whose  neighbours,  as  well  as  hersdf,  were  by  this 
time  reduced  to  silence  by  that  universal  leveller 
— sleep! 

He  continued,  however,  to  make  himself  heard 
— ^for  the  lady  was  accustomed  to  be  upon  the 
alert  in  her  various  occupations  as  a  campaigner, 
and  obtained  admission. — Upon  comparing  notes, 
Alice  b^^  to  suspect  that  her  extrone  and  un- 
wonted seal  in  the  cause  of  justice,  had  somehow 
or  other  tended  to  counteract  that  which  was  of 
infinitely  greater  importance — the  cause  of  her- 
self and  her  anxious  coadjutor. 

The  time — ^the  neighbourhood — the  coinci- 
dence of  circumstances,  all  led  to  the  inference, 
that  the  woman  who  had  thrown  the  child  into 
the  young  Templar^s  arms  was  no  other  than 
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Judy  M  allory ;  and  when  MaUory  himself  add- 
ed the  testimony  of  his  ears,  to  the  conversation 
he  had  caught  as  he  left  his  own  house,  the  &ct 
could  be  no  longer  doubted. 

This  was  no  time  for  concealments.  The  man, 
for  the  first  time,  communicated  the  name  of  his 
employer  to  Alice,  and  informed  her  of  the  actual 
state  of  things,  and  of  his  own  apprehensions. 
The  absence  of  Maitland  was  not  to  be  account- 
ed for  in  any  manner  calculated  to  add  to  their 
confidence  in  his  promises ;  and  Alice  hesitated 
not  to  pledge  her  zealous  efforts,  in  securing  all 
the  advantages  which  they  had  promised  them- 
selves, in  the  execution  of  their  hazardous  and 
arduous  schemes. 

After  taking  every  possiUe  view  of  the  case,  it 
was  finally  determined  between  them,  that  Alice 
should — as,  indeed,  she  would  be  compelled  to 
do,  unless  she  should  abscond  before  morning — 
appear  as  an  evidence  against  the  supposed  child- 
dropper,  and  so  contrive  her  answers  before  the 
magistrate,  as  to  procure  the  dischai^e  of  the  sup- 
posed criminal,  and,  if  possible,  either  under  the 
charitable  pretext  of  keeping  it  until  it  was  own^ 
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ed,  or  as  entertaining  scmie  Busfdcion  of  the  refd 
mother,  secure  the  person  of  die  diild,  until  Mal- 
lory  or  his  wife  could  sa£dy  take  it  under  their 
own  protection. 

These  able  politicians,  however,  were  not  con- 
tent with  guarding  against  immediate  dangers, 
but  extended  their  views  prospectively  to  contin- 
gencies, wherein  they  might  possibly  be  called 
irpon  to  take  measures,  without  the  power  of  act- 
ing in  ctmcert  together.  If  Judith  should  fall 
into  the  hands  of  justice,  and  the  child  be  traced 
to  her,  which  might  easily  be  done,  considering 
the  public  nature  of  the  examination  to  take  place 
on  the  morrow,  it  was  resolved  that  the  child 
should,  if  possible — and  the  probability  of  pass- 
ing the  impositiim  was  increased  by  the  disfigur- 
ed state  of  the  unfortunate  being,  and  the  still 
more  probable  event  of  its  death — be  substituted 
for  the  <me  stolen  from  the  Rycotts,  and  pur- 
diaaed  at  such  a  cost  of  hazard  and  labour. 

The  moment  Alice  should  be  released  from  the 
examination  of  the  morning,  her  bu^ness  was  to 
trace  out  Judith,  and  to  instruct  her  in  the  part 
she  was  to  play.     In  order  further  to  induce  her 
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rftfwplianfM*  with  their  plans,  which  w^uld  require 
management^  owing  to  her  fondness  for  her  child, 
she  was  to  be  assured  that  it  was  a  necessary 
measure,  in  order  to  avoid  the  severer  penalty  of 
the  law,  and  to  secure  themselves  from  all  suspi- 
cion of  having  made  away  with  the  other  child 
If  she  still  resisted  the  force  of  such  potent  argu- 
ments, she  was  to  be  told  that  her  husband  would 
eternally  separate  htx  from  h^  infant ;  and  that 
as  his  ruin  would  ensue  fitxm  the  failure  of  the 
whole  i^an,  it  was  his  intention  to  fly  the  coun- 
try, and,  taking  the  child  with  him,  to  leave  his 
deserted  wife  to  pine  in  poverty  and  misery.  To 
add  further  to  her  inducements,  she  was  also  to 
be  reminded,  that  until  she  should  hereafter  re- 
claim her  boy,  which  might  be  done  at  some 
&vourable  moment,  he  would  be  carefully  reared 
and  educated,  and  become  a  blessing  to  her  in- 
stead of  a  curse,  which  must  be  the  case,  if  she 
drove  her  husband  to  extremities. 

Having  thus,  as  they  considered,  provided 
against  every  fiiture  contingenqr,  the  more  im- 
mediate measures  for  the  present  exigency  were 
krought  on  the  tapis.     It  was  necessary  to  guard 
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against  the  impressioii  which  might  be  made 
upon  Maitland,  or  those  whose  instrument  he 
was,  by  the  public  statements,  in  the  event  of 
things  taking  the  extreme  turn  which  they  had 
so  sagaciously  anticipated,  of  the  Rycotts  having 
received  back  their  own  child. 

It  was  finally  determined,  that  they  should 
proceed  together  to  Maidand^s  chambers,  to  await 
the  return  of  the  agent,  in  order  to  afford  the  ne- 
cessary proofs  of  the  child  being  the  one  diey 
were  employed  to  obtain-«or,  if  his  protracted 
absence  confirmed  their  half-formed  suspicions, 
that  he  had  some  sinister  motive  for  leaving  them 
in  the  lurch,  to  take  such  measures,  as  prudence, 
and  the  existing  posture  of  affairs,  might  render 
expedient  or  necessary. 

They  found  all  as  Mallory  had  left  them  in 
the  chambers,  except  that  the  nurse  had  made  up 
a  bed  for  the  child,  and  was  herself  enjoying  a 
doze  in  an  arm-chair  by  the  fire,  which  she  had 
carefully  replenished. 

Mallory  proposed  that  a  paper  should  be  drawn 
up,  and  attested,  stating  all  the  circumstances 
which  had  occurred,  and  the  probable  results  they 
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anticipated  from  the  approachiiig  examination,  as 
their  motive  for  imposing  the  child  of  Judith  and 
her  husband,  if  possible,  upon  the  parents  of  the 
other.     Mallory  had  been,  among  other  modes  of 
eking  out  a  scanty  existence,  in  a  club  of  a  very 
humble  order,  occasionally  employed  as  an  extra 
hand,  at  the  desk  of  some  of  the  attomies  in  the 
ndghbourhood.     He  was  folly  competent  to  the 
task  he  now  undertook,  and  having,  in  technical 
language,  precisdy  recorded  the  details  of  the 
transaction,  from  the  first  theft  of  the  child  in 
Cumberland,  down  to  the  period  of  signature, 
Alice  set  her  name  in  due  order  imder  that  of  the 
writer ;  and  the  nurse  being  asked  if  she  could 
write,  answered  in  the  afiirmative,  and,  without 
hesitation,  wrote  Martha  Deering,  in  very  legible 
characters,  as  subscribing  witness.      Thus  fiu", 
there  appeared  to  be  but  one  interest,  one  single 
bond  of  fellowship,  between  the  two  high  con- 
tracting parties ;  but  whether  Alice  was  by  na- 
ture, by  occupation,  or  by  experience  of  the  world, 
given  to  think  ill  of  mankind  in  general,  or  whe- 
ther she  had  any  particular  inducement  to  think 
indifierendy  of  Giles  MaUory^s  honesty,  she  would 
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not  rest  satisfied,  until  a  du{dioate  copy  of  this 
said  document,  for  her  own  exclusive  keeping, 
was  fiurly  transcribed,  and  regularly  attested  by 
the  companion  of  her  crimes.  Nay,  she  insisted 
i:qpon  another  specimen  of  Nurse  Deering^s  calli- 
gn^y,  as  a  further  testimony  to  its  authenticity. 

This  was  not  all.  The  fertile  mind  of  Alice, 
which  seemed  to  teem  with  expedients,  suggested 
the  precaution  of  setting  some  mark  upon  the 
child,  by  which  it  might,  at  any  foture  period, 
be  identified,  should  an  attempt  to  invalidate  their 
testimony  be  made. — This  was  an  act  which  die 
lady  had  successfuUy  practised  in  her  douMe  ca- 
pacity of  gjrpsey  and  sutler ;  and  many  a  leisure 
moment  had  been  devoted  to  this  ingenious  mode 
of  tattooing,  not  only  the  little  brat9  who  squal*- 
led  their  way  into  the  world  under  canvas  and  un- 
der hedges,  but  even  upon  children  of  a  ^^  larger 
growth,^  who  se^n,  among  certain  classes  of  lifi^ 
to  delight  in  these  inddiUe  marks  of  distincti<m. 

Mallory  concurred  with  her  in  the  propositi^, 
but  regretted  the  want  of  means  to  carry  it  into 
effect  This  was  an  impediment  too  slight  for 
one  of  Alice^s  active  turn  of  mind,  when  she  had 
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a  point  to  carry — tmd  she  lost  not  a  minneiit  in 
r^arning  to  her  own  house,  to  produce  th^  sim- 
1^  materials  of  aneedle  and  a  few  grains  of  gun- 
powder for  her  purpose. 

Upon  her  return  with  the  necessary  apparatus, 
the  nurse,  with  the  feelings  natural  to  her  call- 
ing, strongly  protested  agunst  the  barbarous  act^ 
punetfiraiumj  which  Mallory  prepared  long  be- 
fore the  operation  had  been  known  under  so  learn- 
ed a  des^^tion — to  perform  upcm  his  yet  sleep* 
ing  patient — ^but  the  good  wcnnan^s  protest  was 
something  like  protests  in  another  place,  only  in- 
dicative of  a  want  of  power  to  protest  effectually. 
He  told  her  it  was  necessary-— and  necessity  she 
kiiew  had  no  law— in  her  present  situation  more 
especially — so  that  it  would  be  sheer  folly  to  oflhr 
any  flnrther  resistance.  The  child  cried  lustily—* 
but  a  small  punctured  R  was  stamped  midway 
between  the  wrist  and  the  elbow  joint,  which,  if  all 
else  deserted  him,  would  fiuthftiUy  stick  to  him, 
evea  to  the  grave  itsdf. 

The  day  brok^^but  no  tidings  c^  Mr  Mait- 
land  arrived,  and  hunger — ^which,  it  is  said,  wiU 
eat  through  stone  walls — urged  Mallory — ^if  not  to 
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80  daring  an  enterprise — ^to  the  next  best-— that  of 
sending  his  companion,  through  the  artificial  aper- 
ture in  them,  to  obtain  supplies  for  the  garrison. 
The  good  woman,  whose  long  fast  and  little  sleep 
easily  satisfied  her  of  the  prudence  of  the  measure, 
readily  assented  to  his  proposal,  and  the  manner 
in  which  she  fiilfilled  her  duty  proved  satisfiusto- 
ry  to  all  parties — ^the  little  one  not  excepted. 

These  active  proceedings  served  to  while  away 
the  dme — but  still  the  day  went  tediously  on*- 
and  it  was  not  until  near  four  o^dock  in  the  after- 
noon, that  Mallory  was  roused  by  a  loud  knock- 
ing at  the  outer-door.*-Wise  by  experience,  and 
cautious  by  naturo,  that  worthy  personage  thought 
proper  to  keep  his  proposed  visitor  waiting,  until 
he  had  surveyed  his  person  through  the  little 
wicket  or  loop-hole,  through  which  letters,  or  brieft 
even,  may  be  inserted  into  the  chambers  of  absen- 
teemen  of  law.  His  eyes  and  heart  danced  as  he 
beheld  the  identical  Mr  Maitland,  for  whom  he 
had  been  so  long  waiting — and  he  did  not  observe 
the  extreme  agitation  of  that  gentleman,  until  he 
had  rushed  past  him,  and  thrown  himself  into  a 
chair. 
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The  reader — ^who  was,  I  trust,  a  willing  wit- 
ness to  all  that  passed  in  the  puMic  office,  upon  the 
first  apprehension  of  a  certain  young  Templar  for 
child-dropping — ^may  be  surprised  to  find  Mr 
Maitland  and  that  unfortunate  individual  one  and 
the  same  perscm — ^but  he  cannot  be  surprised  at 
the  condition  in  which  he  returned  to  his  cham- 
bers, after  he  had  been  discharged  firom  custody. 
"  What  the  Devil  are  you  doing  here.  Sir  ?*" 
demanded  he  fiercely  of  Mallory. 

^^  Obeying  your  injunctions — and  waiting  the 
fulfilment  of  our  condition.^ 

''  Hell  and  fury  !  Sir— d'ye  think  I  am  to  be 
imposed  upon? — ^have  I  not,  within  this  hour,  seen 
the  child  consigned  to  his  proper  parents  P"' 

^*  What  you  have  seen,  I  cannot  pretend  to 
know,  but  the  only  child,  to  which  our  conditions 
iqyply,  is  safe  in  the  next  room.**" 

^^  Tm  not  to  be  imposed  upon,  man — I  have 
been  subjected  to  a  scene  that  will  never  be  effaced 
fix>m  my  memory — ^my  life  even  has  been  brought 
into  jeopardy,  by  the  cursed  contrivance  of  your- 
self and  your  wife— who,  by  the  bye,  is  safely 
lodged  in  Newgate — ^where,  if  I  err  not  in  my  cal- 
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culsticm,  she  will  find  her  hdpmate  ere  four-and- 
twenty  hours  have  passed  over  hishead.'^ 

"  My  wife  taken  r* 

*^  And  the  hue  and  cry  after  you,  my  wor- 
thy.'^ 

*^  Then  111  not  swing  alone,""  with  a  look  and 
gesture  which  Maitland  could  not  misunderstand. 

**  Why — ^you  scoundrel,  you  would  not  betray 
mer 

^*  If  you  were  my  brother — and  I  needed  it,"* 
was  the  cool  reply        to  which  he  added : 

"  You  see  I  bear  my  wife^s  misfortune  with 
consideraUe  patience."" 

"  You  are ^" 

^^  What  you  have  made  me,  in  this  instance  at 
least— and  you  must  not  expect  to  slip  your  neck 
out  oi  the  noose  at  my  ezpence— But  come,  mat- 
ters are  not  so  bad  as  you  imagine — Keep  your 
own  ooimsel,  and  we  may  both  be  safe."" 

"  Do  you  couple  me  with  — "" 

"  The  law — as  you  know— wiU  make  no  nice 
distinctions,  and  we  have  not  time  fnr  them  at  pre- 
sent— You,  then,  are  the  person  whom  AKce 
Hal]^  seised  in  — "" 
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<*  Perdition  catch  the  beldame !— «I  knew  her 
not — until  the  whole  secret  came  out,  and  I  my- 
self  became,  by  a  strange  omcatenation  of  dr- 
comstances,  implicated  in  the  suspicion  which  has, 
however,  only  been  confirmed  in  her  case.^ 
^'  Is  she  too  apprehended  ?^ 
"  Ai^  committed.'^ 
^^  And  did  she  not  bring  you  off  ?^ 
^^  Why,  I  must  acknowledge  an  oath  or  two.^ 
**  I  knew  she  wouldnH  deceive  me.^ 
"  Why — ^what  knew  you  of  the  matter  ?" 
Mallory  satisfied  him  upon  this  head,  and, 
diere  being  no  occasion  for  concealment,  distinct- 
ly related  all  that  had  occurred  since  the  night 
befiire— and,  finally,  put  into  his  hand  the  attes- 
tation and  statement,  which  had  been  drawn  up 
for  the  purpose. 

Maitland  read*— and  re-read  the  document,  ex- 
amined the  nurse,  who  had  been  locked  up  so 
many  hours  with  a  rogue,  and  might  fairly,  there- 
fore, however  innocent,  be  subjected,  by  a  man 
who  had  had  dealings  with  persons  of  this  descrip- 
tion, to  a  certain  degree  of  suspicion — but  her 
answers  convinced  him  of  her  simplicity,  and  that, 
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if  she  was  indeed  a  party  to  any  deception,  she 
was  a  dupe  rather  than  a  confederate. 

The  circumstances,  however,  upon  due  reflec- 
tion, hung  so  consistently  tc^^ether — and  the  phui^ 
which  he  could  now  trace  through  every  part  of 
die  evidence  of  Alice,  and  her  persevering  decla- 
rations of  the  identity  of  the  wounded  child,  fix 
which  there  could  be  no  other  assignable  motive 
-'-convinced  him  that  the  statement  was  correct, 
and  that  Mallory,  in  this  instance  at  least,  had 
acted  a  fiur  and  justifiable  part. 

It  must  needs  be  acknowledged,  that  we  have 
afforded  a  fturther  insight  into  the  business  than 
was  produced  before  the  court,  for  it  appeared  in 
evidence  only,  that,  from  the  moment  Alice  HaL 
pin  had  separated  from  Mallory  at  the  door  of 
Maitland^s  chambers,  they  had  never  met,  nor 
could  she,  before  she  left  England,  obtain,  through 
the  means  of  her  friends,  the  slightest  intelligence 
respecting  him,  or  MaitIand,.to  whom  she  pro- 
posed secretly  to  apply  for  the  proportion  of  the 
reward  due  to  her — and  which  she  doubted  not 
Mallory  had  appropriated  altogether  to  his  own 
use. 

U 
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Of  the  young  lawyer  she  could  hear  nothing.— 
Her  sjdes  returned  with  information  that  the  cham- 
bers  had  been  hired  for  a  twelvemonth,  and  the 
rent  paid  in  advance— but  that,  on  the  night  sub- 
sequmt  to  that  which  she  had  passed  in  them, 
they  had  been  abandoned  by  the  gentleman  who 
had  occasionally  inhabited  them  for  the  last  two 
months,  and  the  key  sealed  up,  and  left  upon  the 
table  directed  to  the  owner. 

Previous  to  her  embarkation,  however,  she  re- 
ceived two  letters,  writt^i  in  an  unknown  hand, 
but  evidently  from  Mallory— the  first  declaratory 
only  of  the  suspicions  of  his  employers — and  the 
consequent  postponement  of  their  final  settlement 
with  him — ^the  second  enclosing  a  note  of  some 
value,  stating  that  it  had  been  extorted  from  them 
for  the  purpose  of  supplying  her  immediate  wants 
on  leaving  the  country,  and  solemnly  pled^ng 
himself  to  transmit  to  her  the  frill  share  of  the 
spoil,  when  it  should  come  to  hand,  povided  she 
still  preserved  the  secret  of  the  exchange  of  chil- 
dren. 

Years  passed  away  in  exile— pleasantly  enough 
it  must  be  admitted— without  any  frirther  pommu- 
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nication  firom  Malloiy,  when,  indignant  at  being 
thus  duped  by  a  man  she  held  in  utter  contempt — 
and  fimcying  that  her  pity  was  awakened  for  har 
pining  companion,  who  never  ceased  to  lament  the 
loss  of  her  child — she  revealed  the  whole  of  the 
case  to  Judith,  and  explained  her  motives  for  so 
strenuously  denying  the  child  returned  to  the 
Rycotts  being  her  own. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  the  plan  for  bringing 
over  the  wife  to  the  arrangement  proposed  at  the 
midnight  council  in  the  temple,  was  frustrated  by 
the  appearance  of  the  latter  in  custody,  before  a 
meeting  could  be  effected  between  her  and  Alice, 
and  the  latter  hevag  compelled  to  act  upon  the 
spur  of  the  occasion,  boldly  adopted  the  scheme 
without  a  confederate,  and  deemed  it  equally 
useless  and  hazardous  to  take  her  fellow  prisoner 
into  her  confidence,  when  she  found  her  so  vio- 
lently bent  upon  claiming  her  child  in  the  face 
of  the  world.  She  knew  the  importance  of  her 
own  testimony  in  the  case,  and  it  would  have 
been  inconsistent  with  her  policy  or  practice  to 
have  more  confidants  in  any  case  than  were  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  promote  her  object. 
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From  the  moment  this  firee  confessioxi  was 
made  to  Judith,  which  placed  her  conidction  of 
the  truth  beyond  the  possibility  of  a  doubt,  her 
mind  became  constantly  occupied  with  schemes 
and  plans,  to  effect  the  restoration  of  her  boy-p- 
and  the  sluggish  habits,  induced  by  her  former 
despair,  were  exchanged  for  die  most  active  pur- 
suits, in  which  her  industry  and  economy  might 
be  turned  to  account,  and  ftumish  her  with  means 
to  return  to  her  country  at  the  expiration  of  her 
term,  and  to  support  her  daims  when  she  should 
arrive. 

Har  success  was  commensurate  with  her  ex- 
ertions,  and  aided  by  the  keener  faculties  of  Alice 
Halpin,  who  entered  into  all  her  views,  firom  an 
und^ned  desire  of  vengeance  against  all  who  had 
been  instrumental  in  her  expatriation,  she  had 
realized  a  considerable  sum  of  money  before  she 
left  her  place  of  exile.  These  circumstances  had 
retarded  her  return  to  Einrope,  until  eighteen 
years  after  her  first  abrupt  departure  firom  it, — 
80  that  it  was  only  a  few  weeks  previous  to  our 
introduction  to  the  wilds  of  Cumberiand,  that 
Alice  and  herself  had  obtained  possession  of  the 
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vacant  cottage,  in  vbich,  as  Mrs  Wigram,  the 
latter  received  Percy  and  Loo  Bellenden,  on  the 
day  of  the  mountain  adventure. 

The  more  matured  phms  of  Alice— who,  as 
might  natiually  be  supposed,  had  obtained  a 
coiAplete  mastery  over  the  less  energetic  mind  of 
her  companion — ^were  rendered  abortive  by  jthe 
seizure  ci  P^x^  by  the  smugglers,  and  die  con- 
sequences which  it  entailed.  She  had  resumed 
her  former  habits  with  the  delight  of  a  person, 
whose  first  impressions  of  youthfiil  recollections  re* 
turn  upon  them,  after  the  tedious  restraints  of  a 
long  intervening  life.  She  sought  out  and  dis- 
cover^ such  o£  her  old  associates  as  had  escaped 
die  natural  or  artificial  traps,  laid  by  that  inde^ 
fiitigable  watchman  Death,  during  such  an  inter- 
val  of  time — and  might  be  said  rather  to  live 
among  the  hills,  than  under  the  roof  of  her  fel- 
low voyager  and  chum,  Judy  Mallory. 

She  soon  became  a  useful  and  an  active  ally  to 
all  those  who  entertained  the  same  opinion  of  laws 
and  government  as  herself,  and  she  was  supj^ed 
in  turn  with  all  the  secrets  and  confidences  of 
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ike  various  fiunilies  who  lay  within  the  limits  of 
their  surveillance. 

She  soon  discovefed  Mr  Rycott^s  plans  for 
Percy — and  her  wh(de  attention  was  necessary  to 
pfevent  Judith  from  betraying  her  connection  with 
him  before  the  fortune  of  Miss  de  Lacy  should 
be  secured  to  them  by  his  marriage  with  her. 
This  was  no  easy  task — ^for  Judith,  who  had  sooth- 
ed her  mind  by  dreams  of  hope  for  so  many  years  in 
a  distant  region,  could  scarcely  be  prevailed  up- 
cm  to  postpone  their  realization  when  every  thing 
necessary  to  it  was  directly  before  her  eyes,  and 
withinher  grasp— and  thedifficulty  was  not  slightly 
enhanced  by  the  accidental  meeting  cm  die  occa* 
sion  alluded  to,  which  brought  the  idol  of 
dghteen  years  worship  into  direct  contact  with 
her. 

Alice,  however,  prevailed — ^but  when  a  recital 
of  what  had  passed  between  Percy  and  Loo  Bel- 
lenden  was  given,  upon  her  return  to  die  cottage 
0a  the  same  evening,  she  determined  to  watch 
every  motion  of  the  young  man,  and  to  adopt 
ev^  possible  precaution  to  prevent  an  attach- 
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ment,  firom  which  she  augured  the  entire  firustr^- 
tion  of  her  schemes. 

She  had  gleaned  enough  of  the  history  of  Mrs 
Nordiffe^s  family,  and  more  than  enough  of  Mr 
Rycott^s  prejudices,  to  be  aware  how  best  to  con- 
duct her  operations,  should  there  be  any  appear- 
ance on  the  part  of  Percy,  of  a  disposition  to  en- 
courage a  passion  for  the  young  lady.  She  was 
resolved  to  watch  his  motions — and,  as  we  have 
seen,  was  prepared  with  all  the  resources  supplied 
by  her  person  and  haUts  to  make  an  impression 
upon  a  young  and  romantic  mind,  when  she  pre- . 
pared  to  encounter,  or  rather  to  intercept  him  in 
his  progress  to  Glendara. 

Failing  m  this  effort,  she  did  not  lose  sight  of 
him  until  he  was  fairly  housed  at  Lacy  Royal, 
having  discovered  his  ultunate  route  firom  the 
groom  who  waited  with  his  horses,  and  to  whom 
she  promised  m  return,  no  less  than  three  young 
and  beautiful  brides,  all  with  large  fortunes. 

What  followed,  the  reader,  with  such  dews  as 
have  already  been  supplied  to  him,  will  easily 
unravel— and  with  much  less,  the  Carlisle  jury, 
as  I  before  observed,  were  perfectly  satisfied- 
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when  they  returned  their  yerdict  in  fiivour  of 
Judith  Mallory^B  chum,  and  deckred  Percy 
Rycott,  otherwise  Percy  Mallory,  to  be  her  son. 
In  the  trial  of  Alice  Halpin  and  Judith,  as  the 
accomplices  oi  the  smugglers — the  former  was 
found  guilty,  and  condemned  to  six  months  hard 
labour — ^the  other,  against  whom,  indeed,  there 
was  no  evidence,  was  acquitted. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

The  final  decision  of  the  cause,  in  which  the 
claims  of  poor  Percy  to  the  rank  and  title  of 
gentle  blood  were  so  peremptorily  annulled,  ope- 
rated, as  usual,  v^  differently  upon  the  different 
parties  who  were  more  or  less  interested  or  con- 
cerned in  it.  The  little  public  of  the  surround- 
ing ndghbourhood  were  diidded  in  their  opinions 
respecting  the  transaction,  as  the  Rycotts  were 
popular  or  unpopular  among  them  ;  and  as  they 
associated  little  with  their  neighbours,  the  latter 
may  be  supposed  to  be  the  predominant  character 
of  the  sentiment  entertained  respecting  them.  Of 
this  fiict,  we  may  rest  assured,  that  ev^  man 
who,  whatever  may  be  his  real  motive,  abstains 
from  general  intercourse  with  his  neighbours,  is. 
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at  once,  entered  upon  their  black  books,  as  a  proud 
and  impertinent  sort  of  personage. 

There  are  many  set  terms  and  phrases,  which, 
under  such  circumstances  as  our  history  presents, 
like  ordnance  ammunition  in  store,  are  ready  at 
hand  to  be  thrown  at  such  a  person  under  any  re- 
verse of  fortune, — "  Pride  will  have  its  fidl"**— 
"  Mystery  always  courts  concealment^ — and  so 
forth— whilst  those  who  are  possessed  of  higher 
powers,  and  can  draw  jupon  their  own  resources 
for  motives,  ^^  always  apprehended  that  there  was 
something  wr(mg^ — and  ^^  from  the  harsh  treat- 
ment of  old  Rycott,  constantly  entertained  suspi- 
dons  of  the  boy  not  being  his  own'' — "  I  always 
said  so''— or  <^  always  thought  so,"  are  the  lo  tri- 
umphea  of  those  shrewd  and  benevolent  persons^ 
who  are  in  the  habit  of  bestowing  more  attention 
upcm  their  neighbours'  aflfairs  than  their  own. 

But  Byoott  himself  was  broken4iearted.  It 
was  a  result  which  he  had  never  dreamed  of— and 
which  could  neither  be  "  be  physicked,"  nor  «  by 
Jove'd  off."  It  frustrated  all  the  schemes  of  a 
longlife— and  deprived  him  of  the  only  being,  who, 
through  the  whole  of  it,  had  wound  himself  roundhis 
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heart.  The  law  had  drawn  its  cold  drcumscrib- 
ing  line  of  demarcation  against  all  natural  claims 
-*-but  custom,  who  is  only  nature  at  secondJiand, 
had  so  assodated  every  prospect,  hope,  and  feet 
ing,  with  the  xmme  and  person  of  Percy,  that  the 
(M  man  could  not  bring  himself  to  shake  it  off. 

It  was  some  time  before  he  oould  reduce  him- 
self to  the  temperature  necessary  for  a  meeting 
with  this  being  so  long  cherished  as  a  son— and 
when  it  was  effected,  Percy  perceiyed,  for  the  first 
time,  the  extent  of  an  afiSsction,  which  had  hither- 
to been  displayed,  rather  by  a  more  petulant,  and 
distingtdshing  degree  of  domestic  discipline,  dian 
by  any  extraordinary  display  of  solicitude  or  ten- 
derness beyond  that  extended  to  the  other  mem- 
bers of  his  household. 

Tears  he  had  never  seen  in  the  eyes  of  him 
whom  he  had  so  long  regarded  as  a  father,  unless 
in  some  unusual  fit  of  choler-«-or  in  some  suppos- 
ed fit  of  strangulation — ^but  they  now  coursed 
freely  down  his  cheeks — and  appealed,  widi 
double  force,  to  the  sympathy  of  Percy,  who,  un- 
like a  hero  of  romance,  felt  no  great  delight  or 
exultation  in  the  discovery  of  ^^  a  long  lost  pa- 
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rent'' — and  sincerely  regretted  tlie  dissoliition  of 
a  connection,  which,  with  all  its  eccentricities  and 
cross-cuts,  had  presented  the  perspective  of  life, 
in  very  satisfiictory  colours,  before  him. 

After  the  first  dbulHtion  of  indignation — ^how 
just  we  wiU  not  determine— against  the  good  wo- 
man for  claiming  her  own  child,  and  against  the 
decision  which  could  not  be  otherwise,  unless  g^v<. 
en  in  the  £ace  of  fads,  eyideace,  and  4ocuments, 
which  were  irresistible,  he  b^^  to  open  the  plan, 
which  had  suggested  itself  to  his  mind,  during  the 
period  it  had  been  left  to  its  own  workings,  as  the 
only  mean  of  superseding  the  mischief  which  had 
been  thus  brought  upon  them. 

This  was  no  less  than  to  enter  into  a  compro- 
mise with  Percy's  mother  at  any  cost— to  induce 
her  to  forego  her  claims— and,  under  the  form 
of  appealing  for  a  new  trial,  to  prevail  upon  her 
to  falsify— or  permit  to  be  falsified— ber  own  docu- 
ments. He  would  surrend^  half  his  property  in- 
to her  hands  as  the  purchase  of  her  consent  to 
this  arrangement. 

Percy  had  not  been  much  accustomed  to  consi- 
der questions  as  a  casuist — but  he  had  imbibed 
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such  notions — inculcated  under  the  religious  and 
moral  guidance  of  Mr  Paston  and,  therefore,  ac- 
cording to  the  modem  code,  little  better  than  pre- 
judices— as  made  him  at  once  revolt  against  a 
measure  so  repugnant  to  his  views  of  justice  and 
integrity. 

"  No,  my  dear  Sir — I  have  been  too  long  the 
usurper  of  a  situation  and  a  rank  to  which  I 
have  no  legitimate  daim — I  have  been  an  impos- 
tor, although  an  innocent  one,  owing  to  circum- 
stances over  which  I  had  no  control— and  I  fidl 
—only  an  object  of  pity,  or,  at  most,  of  ridicule- 
but  to  resume  or  retain  those  advantages,  by  a 
system  of  fraud  and  deception,  would  be  to  expose 
myself  to  contempt  and  obloquy.*" 

"  And  who— who  is  to  know  any  thing  of  die 
matter— if  the  woman  be  silenced  P"" 

^^  That  woman— my  dear  Sir  is  is  my  mo- 
ther— and  shall  the  first  step  in  my  new  duty  be 
marked  by  fraud — and  the  first  demand  upon  her 
affection,  an  invitation  to  perjury  P^ 

**  Pooh  !— .psha  ! — Percy— you  have  lost  none 
of  your  pride— your  petulance— your— by  Jove ! 
I  believe  you  to  be  my  son  still !" 
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**  You  flatter  me.  Sir.'* 

"  Not  I — hoy — ^not  I — but  why  cannot  you  be 
dlent  and  acquiescent  ?-^I  will  manage — I  wiU 
get  rid  of  the  woman.^ 

^^  That  woman,  I  must  again  repeat,  is  my  mo- 
ther." 

**  Confound  you  and  your  mother  to  boot !— - 
You  are  not  going  to  impose  upon  me  with  your 
affection — and  your  duty — and  your  fiddle-faddle 
sentiment  with  respect  to  a  woman  who  has  been 
transported — who         " 

"  Unjustly,  Sir-Hsince  her  own  child  — " 

*^  Justly,  Sir — since  she  robbed  me  of  my 
child — where  is  he — where  is  the  boy  I  have 
been  wronged  of? — Zounds  ! — you  are  enough 
to  drive  one  mad  with  your  scruples — Does  she 
not — answer  me  that — does  she  not  owe  me  a 
child — and  havnH  I  a  title  to  you  superior  to 
hers  ? — Give  me  that  bottle— no,  no— blockhead 
— the  black  bottle— I  fed  a  coming  ri^^or— and 
tremble  momentarily  under  an  approaching  para- 
lysb.'* 

'<  Shan  I  call  assistance.  Sir  r 

"  No,  Sir — ^you-^you  only  can  affi>rd  it — oflSer 
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your  mother^  as  you  call  her,  half— "die  whole  <^ 
my  fiwrtune— Sirrah,  come  hither — ^you  know 
not  what  you  surrender.'* 

*^  Believe  me,  Sir,  no  one  can  estimate  the  loss 
I  have  sustained  more  acutely  than  mysdf.^ 

"  And  yet  you  will  submit  to  it  ? — ^what  if  you 
were  to  be  told         ^ 

<<  I  wish  to  be  told  nothing.  Sir — I  fear-p-^par- 
don  me  if  my  suspicions  are  unjust— I  fear  thai 
the  secret  of  my  birth  was  not  wholly  unknown  to 
you  previous.'** 

"  Sirrah !— what— I— I— Levison  Bycott,  a 
plotter — a  party — a  parcel  conspirator  with  gyp- 
sy trampers,  and  convicted  felons — ^what — ^what 
dare  you  "" 

**  Pardon  me,  Sir — I  only  meant — that  some- 
thing struck  me  in  the  letter  from  Sir  Hugh  de 
Lacy — ^which,  in  the  confusion  of  my  mind, 
seemed,  as  die  vagabonds  read  it,  to  confirm  the 
assertion  of  the  woman,  Alice  Hal^in,  that  I  was 
not  your  son*** 

^*  And  what  did  the  wiseacre  say,  hey  ?^ 

^^  I  cannot  recall  the  sentence,  or  the  words, 
but  the  purport  struck  me,  as  conveying  a  doubt 
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of  my  right  to  the  name  of  Rycptt,  and  the  wo- 
man ajqpealed  to  it,  as  a  testimony  to  the  correct- 
ness of  her  own  information.^ 

^^  Plague  take  both  old  women— the  writer  and 
the  witness  I  wish  this  Alice  she  devil  were 
mounted  <m  old  Stiffback^s  shoulders,  and  would 
lide  him  to  the  world^s  end  !^ 

^<  Nay,  Sir-^e  worthy  old  gentleman  did  not 
suppose  his  letter  would  fiill  under  any  eyes  but 
your  own." 

^^  What  of  that— what  of  that— but — answer 
me  plainly  — -"^ 

"  May  I  entreat  yottr  answer,  Sir  ?^ 

*^  To  what — to  every  impertinent  question  sug- 
gested by —" 

^*  To  one  only,  Sir-^whether  you  had  reason 
previously  to  suspect  my — ^my  legitimacy  P*" 

^^  Legitimacy ! — ^what  the  devil.  Sir,  are  you 
driving  at — what— -what^— do  you  mean  ?" 

"  Whether — whether,  my  dear  Sir,  you  enter, 
tained  the  doubts,  apparently  intimated  in  Sir 
Hughes  letter,  of  my  bang  your  son  ?" 

*^  Ncme — ^none,  by  the  Lord  Harry — I  would 
havejspumed  the  reptile  who  had  dared  to  doubt 

VOL.  II.  I 
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it — until — until  this— eune  tUs  wom«fr— don^ 
fume  and  fidget,  Percy-»«}ie  has  no  right  to 
you— and  she  is         ^ 

«  Stin  my  modier.  Sir.'' 

^  What's  that  tome  ?— are  you  the  person  to  be 
dinging  the  infernal  truth  into  ray  ears  at  every 
turn  like  a  starling — my  motheiv-my  mtdkep— 
what^s  to  beoraoe  of  the  poor  creatuw^  who 
thought  hersdf  your  mother  for  eighteen  years  T 

"  She  bears  it  better.  Sir— than ^ 

«  Than  I  do— than  I  do^— I  know  what  you 
were  going  to  say — ^but  I — I  can't  knot,  Sir,  I 
can't  knot--«nd  while  away  my  faculties  with  a 
thread  and  bobbin— no,  Sb :— will  you  come — 
come,  Percy — will  you  enter  into  my  plan  ?— the 
woman  may  be  brought  to  terms !" 

Percy  remained  steady  to  his  purpose,  and  By^ 
cott  denounced  him  as  the  most  obstinate,  per- 
verse, and  headstrong  animd  he  had  ever  met 
with  in  his  life — ^but  aU  in  vain.  The  blow  had 
fiiUen,  and  his  fiiture  fortunes  must  dqpend  upon 
his  own  exertions. 

All  this  he  could  have  borne— «t  least  he 
thoi^ht  so— with  phUosophicd  patience;  but  the 
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stmggle  between  duty  and  inclination  witfi  refer- 
ence to  hifi  new-^rand  parent,  was,  indeed,  ar- 
doons  and  poinfoL  The  habits  and  manners  of 
liie  womaDr-^her  general  conduct^-^were  all  inso- 
peraUebarrieri  tothat  intimate  reciprocation  of  do- 
mestic attentions  which,  he  fidt,  ought  to  prevail 
IB  his  intercourse  with  h^.  It  was  impossible  to 
feel  the  respect  and  veneradon  due  fiN>m  a  diild 
to  ^  parent^^She  could  not  appreciate  his  supe^ 
rior  qualitie»^he  could  not  bend  to  her  inferior 


He  was  sdf-assured  that  he  could  have  borne 
his  humbled  destiny  without  a  murmur,  had  there 
been  nothing  d^prading  in  it ;  but  to  acknowledge 
•  relatmiship  with  depravity,  and  to  bring  Mm- 
sdf  into  habitual  contact  with  it,  was  a  triid, 
which  he  found  almost  beyond  endurance. 

Mr  Rycott  was  but  an  in^fferent  coimsellor  on 
such  an  occasion— and  to  Mr  Pasto(n  alone  could 
Pei^  optn  his  heart-^^and  submit  his  scruples, 
as  they  art)se  to  aggravate  the  evils  of  his  situa- 
tioiL-^From  that  worthy  divine  he  received  all 
that  philosophy  could  bring  in  aid  of  his  own  bet- 
ter resolutions ;  but  it  was  not  the  philosq>hy  of 
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the  new  sdiool,  which  might,  indeed,  have  an^ 
gwered  the  immediate  purpose  of  getting  rid  of  all 
troubleeome  doubts — but  which  this  gentleman 
was  either  not  enlightened  enough  to  have  imbib- 
ed, or  was  too  bigoted  to  adopt— He  represented 
to  Percy,  that  no  period  of  life,  no  station  in  so- 
ciety, was  free  from  its  attendant  evils  and  draw* 
backs ;  that  oiur  existence  was  never  intended  to 
be  a  pure  uninterrupted  current  of  prosperity,  but 
a  state  of  trial  and  probation — a  passage  through 
troubled  waters  to  a  haven,  which  lay  clearly  open 
to  those  who  had  perseverance  and  self-denial  suf- 
ficient to  keep  the  hdm  of  their  vessel  steady  to 
its  course. 

He  admitted  that  there  were  circumstances  of 
peculiar  delicacy  and  difficulty  in  the  case  of  Per- 
cy— ^which  were  not  a  little  enhanced  by  the  nice 
separation  of  duties,  and  theoppositionof  the  daims 
upon  them.  StUl  there  was  a  high  road  open  be- 
fore him,  and  he  must  not  suffer  his  mind  to  waver, 
because  it  might  at  times  appear  to  be  obscured 
by  fogs  and  mists— or  present  obstacles  to  his  free 
passage  along  it. 

"  Your  mother,  my  dear  Percy,  is,  I  grieve  to 
11 
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say,  a  woman  who  cannot  command  your  re- 
spect, nor  can  it  be  eiqpected  she  should  awaken 
in  your  breast  any  strong  emotion  of  afiection ; 
but  you  will  find  a  satisfiiction  in  withdrawing 
her  from  assodates  to  whom,  perhaps,  may  be 
attributed  whatever  is  culpable  or  c^ktmve  in  her 
habits  and  opinions— and  in  not  only  weaning  her 
mind  from  halntual  error,  but  in  pointing  out  new 
duties — and  en£»rcing  obligations  of  which  she 
probably  knows  nothing.'*' 

**  But,^  demanded  Percy,  in  a  hesitating  tone 
of  voice— *'  will  it  be  necessary — that  is,  incum- 
bent upon  me  to  dwell  under  the  roof  of         "" 

*'  By  no  means — ^you,  my  dear  boy,  must  go 
forth  into  the  world,  and  make  unto  yourself  aname 
—instead  of  inheriting  one — ^which  will  eventually 
redound  more  to  your  honor— ^md,  be  assured, 
ultimately  more  to  your  satisfiu^on.^ 

**  What  am  I  to  do,  my  honored  preceptor  ? — 
/  cannot  dig — to  beg  I  am  ashamed.^ 

<<  You  shall  neither  delve,  nor  beg,  nor  bor- 
row,  my  good  boy,^  replied  Mr  Paston,  smiling ; 
*^  you  have  fimds  to  draw  upon,  which,  well  ap- 
plied, shall  yield  you  exhaustless  treasures— and 
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not  only  supply  you  here,  but  be  laid  op,  where 
neMer  moth  dM  carrupij  nor  tidevea  break 
through  and  steals 

^^  Y01I9  then,  my  best  fidend,^  said  Percy, 
whilat  he  seised  bis  W  master^s  hand,  and  a  tear 
stood  trembling  in  his  eye-*-*^^  you,  then,  muat 
be  my  faanker-'«4br  from  yen  has  hitherto  been 
drawn  the  litde  cAock  with  idiieh  I  must  set  out.^ 

Mr  PastoA  did  ,not  wish  to  weaken  die  mind 
of  his  young  friend,  by  awakening  it  to  all  the 
diftculties  and  embarrassments  of  his  new  situa- 
tion. He  desired  rather  to  stiengthen  it  fer  im^ 
mediate  and  active  saTiceb-<-end  as  Mr  Ryeott 
had  always  destined  him  to  the  study  of  the  law 
M.  after  tiddng  a  d^ree  at  the  univ«'8ity«^--Mr 
Fasten  had  directed  his  studies  with  a  view  to 
this  object,  and  now  projected  to  tuni  ihem  to 
the  best  account.  He  had  no  doubt  diat  Mr  Ry- 
eott would  be  disposed  to  aCxd  every  assistance 
in  the  future  progress  of  Percy^s  life— but  the 
latter  had,  with  a  resolution  not  to  be  shaken,  re« 
fiised  all  further  pecuniary  aid  from  a  man,  up(Hi 
whose  bounty  and  charity  he  now  found  he  had 
bera  fi»rced ;  and  determined  to  stand  or  fall  upon 
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Ub  tular^s  meeiia— md  by  an  edtaorion^  under  so 
eUe  and  hij^y-gifted  a  pneocptor. 

Bexcjr,  howetcr,  was  not  destHoCe.  Conenllu^ 
bia  fiiend — not  befine  the  connsel  of  eereral  deep^ 
leas  nig^  had  be^  takra  for  aetf^Kaaiaaidon— 
he  peniitied  his  8cra|de8  to  be  oremded  wilh  re- 
spect to  a  lq;acy  which  had  been  beijueathed  to 
boa  bj  an  qU  lady  in  ^  neighbouillood-HUi- 
conected  vithMr  Byoott's  fiynily— 4>itt  who  had 
becA  sponser  on  the  occasion  of  his  baptisaiL  M» 
Marlow^  firmn  increasing  partialiiy  to  her  yoong 
godson,  had  left  him  the  sum  of  five  hundred 
pounds  on  her  death,  whidi  only  occurred  with- 
in a  few  years  of  the  present  peiiod.  This,  with 
the  fittle  interest  whieb  had  accrued  upon  it,  was 
sU  that  he  could  or  would  call  his  own — aldxNigh 
Mr  Bycott,  who  exhausted  every  extraordinary 
epithet  in  Ms  rolunuttous  catalogue,  illustratiye 
or  damnatory  of  obstinacy,  penrerseness,  and  fidse 
pnde,  upon  the  first  notice  of  Percy's  independ- 
ent intentions— endeavoured  to  avail  himself  of 
his  ex^son's  ignorance  of  business,  to  treble  and 
quadruple  this  interest  upon  his  capital. 
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Peniy  fdt  his  admiration  and  affecdon^  finr  the 
old  man  increased,  by  such  attempts  to  force  his 
benevolence  upon  him-^-biit  he  was  firm  in  his 
resolves,  and  Mr  Paston  was  more  pleased  with 
his  strict  adherence  to  a  principle  once  laid  down 
—than  with  the  principle  itself,  which  he  denn- 
ed rather  overstrained,  although  on  the  side  of 
high  and  independent  feeling. 

It  was  finally  determined,  that  Percy,  having 
ascertained  the  resources  of  his  mother,  and  add- 
ing thereto  whatever  might  be  necessary  to  her 
comforts,  should  fix  her  in  the  cottage  she  her- 
self had  chosen,  and  afibrdher  the  means  of  being 
respectable  in  the  line  of  life  which  alone  was 
suited  to  her  habits.  He  was,  then,  with  sudi 
letters  of  recommendation,  as  his  firiends  in  Cum- 
berland could  fiimish,  to  proceed  to  London,  and 
according  to  the  advice  he  should  there  obtain, 
adopt  the  best  means  of  advancing  himself  in  the 
pursuit  which  his  inclination,  as  well  as  the  for- 
mer intentions  of  Mr  Rycott  respecting  him, 
pointed  out  as  die  most  eligible. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

Whek  these  arrangements  were  made  known 
to  the  mother^  she  was  outrageous  in -her  opposi- 
tion to  a  scheme,  which  went  to  separate  her  from 
her  chikl^  to  recover  whom  she  had  undergone  so 
much  toil,  kbour,  and  afflictions :  '^  She  had  no 
notion  of  losing  her  Percy  Just  as  she  had  rescued 
him  firom  the  hands  ef  the  Philistines.^ — ^And  it 
appeared  that  aU  her  views  had  centred  in  what 
she  called,  *^  living  in  comfort  with  her  child  and 
her  friends,  with  every  thing  tidy  and  comfort- 
aUe  about  her.^-— ^^  She  would  follow  him  to  the 
world'^s  end,  wherever  he  went,  and  not  be  cast 
off  by  her  own  proud  flesh  and  blood  !^  To 
argue  with  such  a  person  was  out  of  the  question, 
although  Percy  laboured  hard  at  it.  She  only 
rang  the  changes  upon  the  resolution  she  had 
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taken  up,  and  covered  him  with  reproadies  of 
the  grossest  nature,  when  he  half  flattered  him- 
self he  had  made  her  a  convert  to  his  plans. 

To  a  young,  ardent,  ingenuous,  and,  it  must 
be  confisssed,  a  proud  mind,  such  scries,  undar 
such  circumstances,  were  deeply  affictive — they 
were  more— ^ey  gaHed  poor  Percy  to  the  hearths 
core.  He  had  laboured  to  subdue  his  feelings  to 
his  situation,  but  the  force  of  habits  and  odnca- 
tum  repelled  him  at  every  step.  He  saw  nothii^ 
fbnmdable  in  poverty.  He  had  naihet  experi- 
enced xMt  mdcipated  any  of  the  evib  which  ac- 
company it.  He  shrank  not  fron  the  exet&mB 
necessary  to  make  his  way  in  the  worid,  but 
cather  exulted  in  the  independence  which  rendered 
him  master  of  his  own  conduct.  His  pride  was 
wholly  divested  of  meanness,  and  operated  rather 
to  protect  his  own  mind  tnm  the  approach  of  any 
diingwhidi  might  contaminate  it,  than  to  induce 
haugbdness,  or  a  dii^sition  to  assume  authority 
over  those,  whom  his  supposed  rank  and  fatrth, 
or  the  advantages  of  education,  |daced  beneath 
him. 

But,  not  only  to  acknowledge  as  a  modier  sudi 
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«  voiaan  as  Judith  Mallary— 4iBt  to  &el,  at  the 
attme  tame,  the  fiiU  force  of  tike  diitieB  attaehed 
to  the  xelatioii8hip'--not  oaly  to  aariroilate  him- 
adf  80  far  to  her  pitgudiees,  as  to  be  made  a 
party  to  arrangements  necessaiily  founded  upon 
th^n— but  to  be  called  upon  to  sacrifice  in  his 
own  person  his  soise  of  right  and  wrong,  and  to 
bold  his  whde  conduct  to  die  unreasonable  and 
violent  suggestions  of  a  woman,  who  could  not 
estimate  the  means  of  ensuring  his  pro^rity  • 
and  hi^iness,  had  they  even  been  a  primary  ob- 
ject with  her — ^pces^ited  to  his  harassed  mind 
such  a  complexity  of  evil,  that  neither  philosophy 
nor  rdigion  could  affiwd  a  dew  to  unravel  it. 

Nor  did  his  perplexity  end  here — £ot  whilst  he 
had  these  serious  dtficuhaes  to  encounter  respect- 
ing his  newly  found  mother,  he  was  incessantly 
assailed  by  the  alternate  remonstrances,  and  in- 
dignant reproaches  of  his  lost  &ther, — ^who  specu* 
lated  fix)m  morning  till  night  }xpaa  the  various 
schemes  which  ocoirred  \o  him  for  the  purpose 
of  overtumnig  the  daims  or  baffling  the  db^ect  of 
the  abominable  intruder. 

Mr  Paston  and  Mrs  Rycott  were   the  only 
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dispMdoiuite  pirties  in  the  busmess*— the  one 
fix>m  constitutional  indiffisrence-^the  other  from 
the  conviction  that  the  difficultieB  of  the  case 
could  only  be  encountered  by  a  calm  and  steady 
line  of  conduct  on  the  part  of  Percy^s  friends. 

The  good  lady,  upon  being  first  apprized  of 
the  revolution  in  her  household,  certainly  did  lay 
adide  her  knotting  for  several  minutes,  and  be^ 
fore  she  resumed  it,  observed  to  her  good  man, 
who  was  fitting  and  frmiing  as  he  paced  back- 
wards and  fi>rwards  in  the  apartment,  that  **  It 
was  really  very  hard  for  a  stranger  to  come  and 
take  away  her  son.^ 

^^  Zounds  I  Madam,^  replied  Rycott,  stopping, 
and  absolutely  foaming  at  the  mouth,  when  he 
perceived  how  coolly  she  received  an  event  of 
such  a  nature—^*  Zounds !  Madam — ^if  he  were 
your  son,  she  could  not  have  taken  him  from 
your 

^^  Well,  say  what  you  please,  Mr  Rycott;  it  is 
a  strange  thing  to  take  away  one^s  child.^ 

**  Strange— strange — ^what  is  there  strange  in 
itifthechildisher^s?^ 
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^^  I  always  thought  it  was  our  own— £dn^t 
you,  my  dear  ?'^ 

"Pshar  . 

<<  Well,  I  must  think  it,**  and  just  here  she 
resumed  her  knotting — **  I  must  think  it.** 

"  Think  what  you  please,  woman — ^but  — " 
and  he  dashed  out  of  the  room. 

The  good  lady  certainly  thought  more  upon 
the  affidr  than  she  had  been  accustomed  to  do«- 
and  in  a  subsequent  conversation  with  her  own 
maid  she  was  more  loquacious  than  was  ^^  her 
wont;**  but  it  was  three  full  days  before  she 
could  get  beyond  the  circle  which  bounded  har 
opinion  of  **  the  strangeness  and  oddity  of  having 
her  son  taken  from  her.** 

At  the  end  of  that  period  her  mind  was  com- 
pletely made  up— and  the  subject — unless  when 
details  were  obtruded  upon  her  in  the  manage- 
ment of  her  households-dismissed  with  the  ge- 
neral observation,  that,  <^  what  is  past  can*t  be 
recalled,**  and  ^^  as  poor  Percy  was  soon  to  have 
left  them  at  all  events — ^it  didn*t  make  so  much 
difference  his  going  now,  and  perhaps  all  was  for 
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the  best;^-HUid  her  knottingwas  resulted  with  re- 
doubled ardour. 

A  compromise  upon  the  more  important  pmnt 
was,  in  the  end,  effected  through  the  mediation 
of  Mr  Paston,  and  the  mother  of  Percy,  with  bo 
very  good  graoe^  assented  to  his  journey  to  Lon^ 
don,  upon  the  express  condition,  that,  when  he 
should  have  finally  comjdeted  his  arrangements 
for  the  prosecution  of  his  future  plans,  she  should 
be  sent  for  to  join  him.  It  was  in  vain  to  utge 
the  inconyenience  which  would  aiise  from  a 
young  man  prosecuting  his  professional  studies, 
imd  associating  with  persons  in  the  same  situa- 
tion, being  the  inmate  of  his  mother ; — it  was  to 
as  little  purpose  that  the  example  of  all  parents 
in  sending  their  sons  to  the  University,  or  the 
Inns  of  Court,  sacrificed  thar  domestic  comfinrts 
in  (»der  to  promote  their  interests  which  demand- 
ed this  sort  of  separation ;— Mrs  Judith  Mallory 
insisted  upon  her  right  ^^  to  have  her  son  with 
hor,  since  old  Ryeott  had  kept  him  all  to  him- 
self, for  eighteen  years  come  and  gone.^ 

All  that  could  be  done  was  to  gain  breatlong 
time — and  much  was  to  be  hoped  for  from  that 
1 
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important  dbapter  in  the  history  of  human  life, 
the  ^  Chapter  of  Aeddents.'' 

Blencow,  the  fidthful  and  zeabus  adherait  of 
Percy,  whoi  he  foond  his  friend  about  to  become  a 
wanderer,  flev  to  him,  and  ^itreated  that  he  might 
be  permitted  to  follow  his  fortunes,  and  to  be  an 
humUe  sharer  in  them.  He  had  always  contem- 
pkted  an  ofier  of  his  sanddes,  when  Percy  should 
be  disndased  jBrom  the  paternal  roof— being  one  of 
a  large  fiunily ,  who  could  not  all  be  reared  and 
auppurted  on  the  produce  of  the  father^s  fiurm ; 
and  h&Dg  akxy  of  a  wild  and  somewhat  vagrant 
disposition,  he  was  destined  by  his  parents  to  emi- 
grate, whei^Ter  a  fitrouraUe  opportunity  Aould 
pres^it  itself. 

Percy,  in  yiin,  olgected  dmt,  incapable  of  sup- 
porting himself,  it  was  not  consistent  with  his 
plans  to  CTtertain  a  domestio— and  especially  one, 
who,  fipom  their  early  habits  of  association  and  in- 
tuancy,  he  could  never  consider  or  treat  as  a  me- 
BiaL  Blencow,  who  knew  little  of  the  world,  be^ 
yond  his  native  lulls,  urged  his  former  services — 
and  the  assistance  he  might  be  able  to  afford  to 
hb  young  master,  as  he  still  perasted  in  calUng 
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him— when  dangers  or  difficulties  assailed  him. 
He  thought  of  no  other  arms  or  defence  than  his 
mountain  pole  and  his  muscular  activity  of  body, 
and  without  reflecting  upon  the  perils  which  be- 
set man  from  within  as  well  as  without,  consideiv- 
ed  these  as  ample  means  for  guarding  his  ahnost 
idoliied  leader,  from  every  thing  that  could  en^ 
danger  his  safety  or  happiness. 

About  to  surrender  up  all  diat  had  hitherto 
been  considered  dear  or  sacred  to  him,  and  to  be 
severed  from  every  tie  on  earth,  Percy  could  not 
resist  the  appeal  of  such  disinterested  attachment 
and  friendship.  It  was  a  solace  he  had  not  reso- 
lution to  deny  himself.  He  should  have  a  parCnar 
in  his  exile— and  carry  away  with  him  something 
to  bring  former  associations  home  to  his  heart, 
when  thrown  upon  a  world  of  strangers.  His 
utmost  concession,  however,  extended  no  further 
than  to  receive  Blencow  as  a  companion.  His 
birth  was  even  more  respectable  than  his  own — 
and  the  advantages,  which  halnts  and  education 
had  thrown  into  the  scale  on  his  side,  were  not 
sufficient  to  warrant,  in  his  opinion,  the  relative 
distance  of  master  and  servant  betwe^i  them. 
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H/ere  again  the  mediatiou  of  Mr  PasUm  efibcted 
a  ewnjromifffl  and  Blaicow  was  to  consider  him- 
8df  as  the  humble  companion  of  Percy— vhtlst 
Percy  wad  to  allow  him  to  dischatge  certain 
functicms,  to  whidi  he  himself  had  been  unae- 
ciistomed^  and  to  cater  and  provide  for  their  wants 
«8  Necessity  or  circumstanees  might  require.  To 
ibia  Percy,  at  length,  yielded,  because  he  admit- 
ted the  superior  sagacity  of  his  companion,  in  his 
<<  knowledge  of  the  wdrld.*" 

Happy  couple— who,  with  such  a  stock  in  trade, 
imagined  themselves  a  match  for  all  the  dangers 
lo  be  iqy^rdiended  in  marching  through  lifo — but 
hiqypier  still  in  that  sweet  ignorance  of  danger, 
which  reposes  in  nearly  equal  confidence  upon  the 
puri^  of  its  own  motives,  and  the  sincerity  and 
goodness  of  others. 

Percy  was  determined  not  to  depart  from  the 
oountiy  without  one  more  interview  with  Loo 
Bellenden.  She  was  the  dearest  gem  which  he 
was  about  to  leave,  buried  in  his  native  moun- 
taimH^^And,  although  deprived,  by  his  own  re- 
verse of  fortune,  even  of  the  hope  his  youthful 
tmi^pmation  had  chenshed,  in  spite  of  her  avowed 
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resolutions,  he  felt  that  he  had  a  duty,  however 
painftd,  to  discharge ;  and  whilst  he  disdaimed 
what  might  now  be  considered  as  a  daring  pre- 
sumption, if  persevered  in  on  his  part,  he  was  yet 
bound,  by  every  tie  of  duty  and  obligation,  to  make 
this  disclaimer  in  person. — ^Whether  he  reasoned 
profoundly,  or  as  a  very  young  man  fancjring  him- 
self a  philosopher,  when  he  was  over  head  and 
ears  in  love,  I  must  leave  readers  more  skilled 
in  these  matters  to  decide.  He  was,  at  least, 
about  to  encounter  difficulties,  at  which  philoso- 
phy itself  might  be  staggered — and  in  which,  I 
fear,  he  will  not  extricate  himself  to  the  entire 
satisfiiction  of  those  well  educated  young  persons, 
who  think  that  a  passion,  once  iairly  inoculated 
into  their  system,  must  be  permitted  to  have  its 
course,  whatever  impediments  prudence,  or  even 
honor,  may  throw  in  its  way.  I  have  my  doubts, 
I  say,  whether,  before  such  a  tribunal,  whose  le- 
gend bears  that  ^^  none  but  the  brave  deserve  the 
fair,^  poor  Percy  Mallory  (alas  !  Mallory)  wiD  be 
condemned  as  a  poor  pitiful  sort  of  lover  at  best. 
R^ardless  of  the  formidable  defences  of  Glen- 
dara  Lodge— defying  the  frowns  of  the  austere 
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Mrs  NQTcliflb— smiling  at  the  impending  anathe- 
mas of  Mr  Flowerdew,  and  hoping  to  evade  the 
ddrmishing  of  Mademoiselle  Manon  Baguenau- 
diere,  Percy  boldly  advanced  towards  the  fortress^ 
in  which  lay  the  treasure  of  his  soul,  his  impri- 
soned princess,  whom,  alas  !  he  had  neither  the 
means  nor  the  hope  of  withdrawing  from  her  cap- 
tivity. 

Hqypily  for  our  adventurer,  his  preparations 
were  rendered  useless ;  and  Fortune,  in  one  of  her 
kindly  moods,  or  Cujad,  perhaps,  in  one  of  his 
mischievous  ones,  brought  the  object  of  all  his 
thouglUs  and  contemplations  into  the  very  path, 
by  which  he  was  descending  to  commence  opera- 
tions. 

I  will  not  say  that  the  colour  on  the  cheeks  of 
Loo  Bellenden  was  as  much  heightened  as  that 
which  spread  over  the  countenance  of  Percy,  as,  by 
asudden  turn,  they  found  themselves  almost  in  each 
other^s  arms ;  but  it  would  have  been  difficult  to 
decide  which  of  them  was  most  agitated  when 
their  hands  were  first  locked  in  each  other — and 
Percy,  trembling,  stooped  to  impress  a  kiss  upon 
the  one  he  held. 
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A  pause  of  8ome  seconds  ensued^  unbroken  b^ 
It  word«^4uid  a  fltrang^^  with  nerve  enough  to 
look  boldly  in  the  eyes  of  the  pimies,  might,  per* 
hapS)  haye  disc^cned  a  very  satisfactory  reascm  fiir 
it.  It  has  been  wisely  said^  that,  in  the  fiilness 
dTthe  heart,  tfa^  tongue  will  speak— 4mt  I  hum^- 
bLy  conceiye,  that  this  is  different  with  respect 
to  lovers.  I  speak  under  correction— but  I 
▼eiily  beUeve,  that  no  two  beings  ever  more  tru- 
ly loved  each  other  than  Percy  and  Loo  Bdlen- 
den,  at  the  precise  moment  of  their  sudden  meet- 
ing just  recorded-**t«nd  yet  the  tongue  of  neidier 
was  disposed  to  utter  a  syllable  about  it. 

At  lengthy  Percy^  as  he  drew  his  fair  one, 
^^  nothing  loath,^  into  a  mountain  track,  which, 
certainly,  Jid  not  lead  towards  Glendaxa^  entered 
upon  the  painfiil  sutgect  of  his  own  situatieo»> 
the  overthrow  of  all  his  hope»^and  his  find 
abandonipent  of  that  home^  which  be  had  so  long 
supposed  himself  destined  to  inhmt.  He  spoke 
not  of  his  bve-«and  Loo  Bellenden  might  sym* 
pathijse,  as  fkr  as  even  a  few  wandering  tears,  at  a 
tale  of  so  much  interest,  and  with  so  sad  a  result 
to  the  ftiture  prospects  of  her  Fbiend.    But 
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when,  in  conclusion,  P^cy,  who  asppotated  to  re- 
sume his  native  pride  <m  the  occasion,  touched 
upon  the  presumptuous  hopes  he  had  once  enter.> 
taintd,  and  letting  &11  Loo  Bellenden^s  hand> 
which  he  had  hitherto  heU  in  his  own,  seaned, 
bf  the  actiim,  to  denote  his  surrender  <rf  erery 
pKtoision.  She,  fadf  finnting,  caught  at  his 
withdrawn  arm,  Mther  for  support,  or  to  arrest 
the  strong  attestation  widi  which  he  was  abotit  to 
BiTest  his  professions  of  sincerity-^^-and  called  up- 
enhim,  in  a  voic^  scarcely  fittieulatofiom  contend- 
ing  emotrans,  to  ^^  listen  to  her.-  - 

This  Ferc^  was  well  pleased  to  do-^— for  her 
very  Toice  was  music  to  his  ears. 

<^  W\s  have  met,  Percy,  under  drcumstances  of 
a  very  peculiar  nature.  There  is  a  coincidence 
in  the  daims,  which  each  has  to^-to^^yes— why 
not  ? — ^the  affection  of  the  other.  True  it  is, 
you  perilled  your  1^  to  save  mini&-^I  only  ful- 
filled die  fihnple  dictates  of  humanity-*4nit  it  is 
soothing  to  me  to  believe,  that  I  too  had  a  share 
in  saving  yours.'' 

^  It  is^t  is  to  you  I  am  indebted  for  exist- 
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<^  I  appeared  to  you,  Percy,  a  myskerioos  crea- 
ture, round  whom  some  wayward  fortune  had 
thrown  a  cloud  or  vapour,  which  obscured  me 
ey&k  from  myself.  You«— blest  with  the  advan- 
tages of  birth  and  the  gifts  of  fortune,  sh(me  forth 
like  a  sun  in  this  desart,  and,  in  the  sudden  burst 
of  your  splendour,  ahnost  daszled  the  senses  of  an 
unfortunate  being,  who  had  never  found  a  heart 
to  sympathise  in  her  feelings.  You  saved  her 
useless  life— and  stampt  a  value  on  it  which  it  ne- 
ver possessed  before,  by  giving  it  a  motive  for  ex- 
istence. You — ^with  all  that  ardour  and  inconsi- 
derate contempt  of  the  advantages  which  prepon^ 
derated,  on  your  part,  over  my  destitute  and  for- 
lorn condition— offered  to  sacrifice  every  thing  to 
me — ^the  world — die ^ 

<^  Existence  itself — what  would  I  not  then 
have  given  ?"" 

^^  Hear  me,  good  Percy— ^or  I  have  undertak- 
en a  task  almost  beyond  my  strength— and  time 
wears.^ 

«  What  is  time  ?^ 

'^  A  sad  tell-tale,  Percy,  which  has,  in  a  very 
short  passage,  brought  about  a  revolution  more 
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eflPeciuAl  in  roUbing  you  of  all  the  advetititioiis  ad- 
vantages you  possessed,  than  even  I  could  have 
done,  by  yielding  to  the  rash  project  of  unitbg 
my  fate  with  yours.^ 

<<  Would  to  Heaven ! — and  yet,  no«-no«-Loo 
BeDenden  would  then  have  been  a  sharer  in  my 
degradation — She — she,  all  purity ^ 

"  Nay,  Percy — stay  your  words — ^what  am  I 
— 4mt  an  outcast  firom  society  P^ 

<<  An  angel  of  purity  to  outshine  its  brightest 
lights — ^to  give  an  example— to ^ 

^*  Nay — this  must  not  be,  Percy — ^but  attend  to 
me— what  you  consider  as  an  evil  in  this  your, 
change  of  situation  brings  us,  at  least,  nearer  to  a. 
levd ;  and  in  proportion  as  you  descend  from  the 
elevation  to  which  you  seemed  bom,  and  were  as- 
suredly formed  to  embellish,  I  fed  myself  less — 
less  remote.^ 

^^  You !— can  I  approach  Loo  Bellenden  by 
descending,  when,  in  the  ascendant  of  my  hopes,  I 
l6oked  to  the  height  on  which  she  stood,  as  above,, 
transcendantly  above  the  brightest  visions  of  my 
9iolntion  ?^ 
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^*  This  is  too  loTer-like,  Percy ,^  relied  she 
miling,  *^  and  we  must  still— edll  talk  as  fiiends.^ 

^*  No-^nost  excellent  of  beings^  my  friendship 
and  my  love  must  now  become  equal  objects  of 
indifierence  to  you.  I  am  fidlen  below  myself-— 
yes,  infinitely— irremediably.  Heed  not  my  rav- 
ings. My  presence  can  no  more  o£fend  you— 
let  me  speak  of  love,  of  ardent,  unchanging, 
purest  love — ^let  me  tell  of  all  I  have  felt— of  all 
I  feel— ^r  it  is  the  last  time  I  can  ever  so  ofifend 
again — and  the  remembrance  of  my  transgression 
may  reconcile  me  to  the  justice  of  my  banish-- 
ment  ^  ftnd  as  he  spake,  he  sank  exhausted  on 
the  moss-covered  fragment  of  a  rock. 

*<  Have  you,  Percy,  made  so  false  an  estimate 
of  my  character  ? — ^is  it  possible  you  should  con- 
ceive so  meanly  of  me,  as  to  suppose,  that  the 
opinion  I  entertain  of  your  claims  upon  my  gra- 
titude—my affection— are  to  be  shaken  or  aflfected 
by  a  change  of  circumstances  over  whid^  you  have 
had  no  control  ?  No,  believe  me,^  and  she  stood 
erect  in  pride,  which  even  her  sensibility  could 
not  shroud,  ^^  my  proud  heart  would  have  burst, 
rather  than  betray  to  Percy  Rycott,  the  brilliant 
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ehOd  of  prosperity,  what  it  feels,  aad  (^ories  to 
acknowledge  to  him,  as  P^rcy  Mallory,  the  vic- 
tim of  capricious  fortune.  If  your  Louisa^s  love 
can  lighten  up  a  ray  in  your  afflicted  bosom, 
Percy,  let  these  Uushes  speak  the  sincerity  of  the 
hope,  that  I  may  yet  evince  my  gratitude,  by 
contributing  to  restore  your  impressed  heart  to 
peace  and  tranquillity.^ 

Percy  started — gaaed  upon  her. — ^  Gracious 
Heavai  1^  at  l^gth  he  exdaimed,  <^  is  this  pos- 
siUer 

^  Hath  my  confesrion  rend^ed  me  contempt- 
ible in  your  eyes,  Percy  ?^ 

"  Save  me — save  me  fix)m  myself— best,  no- 
Uest  of  created  beings.  I  am  tottering,  ^inki^ 
—save  me.  I  will  not— I  cannot  be  a  selfidi 
lillain.— -No,  leave  me,  Loo  Bellenden ;  Abandon 
me— say  you  hate-^abhor  me  !— Is  there  a  Hell 
like  Ibis  upon  earth — ^to  behold  the  gates  of  Pa- 
radise wide  opening  to  my  distracted  yiew— its 
sweets,  its  beauties,  all  expanding  to  my  gaa^-^ 
and  when  I  would  advance,  a  dark,  fathomless 
gulf  at  my  feet,  yawns  for  my  destruction  F^ 
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*^  Nay,  nay,  Percy — ^be  rational,  and  let  a 
ample  girl  recall  your  senBcs  home.^ 

^  Say,  rather  an  angel  beckoning  me  on  to 
Heaven,  whilst  a  demcm         ^ 

*^  There  is  as  little  of  an  angel  as  of  a  demon,^ 
interrupted  she,  smiling,  ^^  in  the  case.  We  are 
only  two  weak  human  beings,  and  instead  ci 
yielding  to  passing  evils,  we  must  meet  them  as 
becomes  rational  creatures,  acting  under  higher 
impulses  than  mere  t^npc^ary  contingencies.  I 
have  infringed,  perhaps,  what  is  properly  con- 
ndered  the  strict  decorum  of  my  sex,  by  acknow- 
ledging,  unasked ^ 

^^  Unasked ! — ^Has  it  not  been  my  prayer  to 
thee  and  to  Heaven  ? — ^by  day,  by  night,  have  I 
not "^ 

^*  Done  every  thing  that  a  lover  ought  to  do 
upon  the  occasion — ^most  assuredly;^  and  her 
jdayfiilness  played  like  an  April  beam  upon  the 
glistening  tear  that  stood  in  either  eye ;  ^^  but  all 
would  have  been  ineffectual,  my  dear  Percy,  to 
shake  my  resolution,  had  our  relative  sitiuttions 
remained  unaltered — ^yes,  Percy,  even  though  my 
heart  had  been  broken  in  the  conflict  ^  and  as 
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her  anns  fell,  her  head  sank  upon  her  bosom^  to 
conceal  the  tears  which  could  no  longer  be  re^ 
strained. 

^<  And  think^st  thou,  noblest  and  most  perfect 
wodt  of  Nature,"^  cried  the  enthusiastic  Percy, 
^^  that  I— without  a  hope  on  earth  when  I  have 
lost  thee — think^st  thou  that  I  will  consent,  even 
as  the  price  of  my  perfect  happiness,  to  drag  thee, 
whom  my  soul  exalts  to  the  very  gates  of  Hea- 
ven, down  the  abyss  into  which  my  fiite  has  hur* 
ried  me  ?^ 

"  Per^,  Per^,  be  rational ; — ^Mr  Flowerdew 
would  say  you  were  profane ; — I  think  you  ro- 
mantic, and  entreat  you  would,  for  a  moment,  de- 
scend to  the  regions  of  plain  common  sense.  I 
do  not  love  you  the  less  for  all  this  generous  and 
ingoraous  warmth,  believe  me,  and  if  we  were  Uke 
two  lovers  in  a  romance,  might  have  time  and 
leisure  allowed  us,  to  follow  all  the  fancies  and 
vagaries  of  fabled  passion — ^but,^  and  her  smiles 
were  clouded  over,  ^^  we  are  about  to  part, 
Percy.'' 

^*  For  ever— ^r  ever  r 

"  We  are  in  the  hands  of  Providence,  my  good 
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friend,  and  it  may  be  so-^-bnt  we  part  net  with 
such  a  puipose*— at  least  letushc^  wemay  neet 
under  happier  ausjdces. — ^You  have  lost  yonr 
name  and  station  in  80ciety-*-yoa  go  fiirth  ftr  the 
move  glcmons  purpose  of  redeeming  and  ve-cieat* 
ing  both,  and  you  wiU  do  it,  or  I  have  woAdly 
misread  your  character.^ 

**  Alas  r 

^^  They  will  be  raised,  Percy,  and  ennobled  by 
yourself,  and  I  will  be  the  guarantee  of  your  sne- 


<<  Who  is  romantic  iiotr~bM  of  — ^'^ 

^^  Not  romantic,  Percy— -<m  the  contrary,  es- 
sratiaBy  worIdly.~The  sagest  greybeard,  in  dis- 
missing  his  scm  to  seek  his  foitune,  could  not  do 
more,  and  ought  not  to  do  less.  It  is  the  first 
office  of  affection  and  frienddiip,  to  light  up  ^e 
path  with  hope,  however  difficult  it  may  be  to 
gnard  against  its  dangers.^ 

^^  Hope,  alas  I  is  gone-naeirer,  never  to  ye- 
tum." 

**  I  must  leave  you,  Percy,  if  you  will  not  re- 
cover your  self-poBsessicm  sufficiently  to  bear  my 
justificatira.'' 
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^^  I  ptay  tli6e»  Percys  do  not  interrupt  me.  It 
would  be  neither  for  youir  happiness,  nor  my  own, 
to  rush,  like  many  other  inconsiderate  boys  and 
gbls,  into  an  etigagement  tf  bich  is  in^vocable, 
and,  therefore,  the  most  grave  and  important  we 
can  contract  in  this  world,  ae  e;stendiQg  its  in- 
fluence even  to  that  which  is  to  come.  We  part 
— -but  I  repeat)  if  Hearm  forbid  it  not,  to  meet 
imd^  more  auspicious  circumstances— my  love  toft 
you  I  have  admowledged,  if  you  really  value 
it.'' 

<<  Value  it !  who  can  estimate  ifr— who  — — " 

<^  You  promised  obedkiice-->al  least  I  entreat- 
ed it  for  a  short  iame.'* 

"  And  have  it,  for  life.'' 
.  '<  Be  it  so«-^if  you  really  vahie  the  afieotion 
you  have  sought  and  wludi  I  vow  to  yim.  in  all 
tfe  purity  of  a  first  and  ezdusive  sentiment  of 
my  soul,  let  it  be  a  lAtimulus  to  your  exertiDns ; 
and  if  your  heart  prove  as  steady  to  its  object^  as 
*miiie  assuredly  will  be^  return  to  daim  this  hand, 
which  no  power  on  earth  shall  ever  sever  from 
the  heart  whidi  profiim  it" 
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"  No,  Loo— noUest  rf  thy  sex — ^whatever  may 
be  my  fiite — ^my  lot  in  Ufe— I  will  hold  you  to 
no  engagements—no  bonds. — I  never,  never  can 
be  worthy  of  you.** 

<<  Yon  reject  me  then.  Sir  ?-*-!  am,  indeed,  de- 
graded.^ 

<^  God  have  mercy  on  me! — rgectyon — reject 
Loo  Bellenden  ! — a  creefong,  crawling  thing,  like 
me,  reject  what  monarchs  might  cheaply  redeon 
by  the  sacrifice  of         ^ 

<<  You  do  not  reject  me  then  r  said  she  smil- 
ing. 

"  I — No,  no,  no ^" 

<^  Then,^  and  she  smiled  more  sweetly,  as  she 
extended  her  hand  towards  him,  ^  then  you  must 
take  me  upon  my  own  terms — sit  down — be  pa- 
tient— and,  once  more  I  entreat  you,  attend  to 
me— All  mystery,  as  fiur  as  I  am  myself  concerned, 
must  be  done  away — ^you,  Percy,  must  know  me 
•as  I  know  myself— and,  when  fiur,  fiur  away,  view 
me  as  I  am,  without  any  of  the  illusions  with 
which  your  fimcy  has  so  potently  invested  me— - 
Nay,  rest  where  you  are,^  and  she  laid  her  hand 
upon  his  arm  to  prevent  his  rising— ^^  Who,  or 
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what  8re  my  parents  may  never — probably  never 
will  be  known  to  me.  It  matters  not,  in  my  view 
of  the  case,  whether  they  be  noble  or  plebeian.^ 

**  Plebeian — ^impossible !"  exclaimed  Percy. 

"  And  yet — but  no  matter — I  repeat,  it  is  in- 
different to  me  what  may  be — or  may  have  been 
the  rank  in  life  of  the  beings  who  gave  me  birth. 
That  birth  must  have  been  degrading,  or  there 
could  have  been  no  occasion  for  the  mystery  which 
4iecompanied  and  has  followed  it.  My  first  recol- 
lections may  be  traced  back  to  the  period  of  early 
childhood,  when  my  mind  began  to  develope  itself, 
under  the  affectionate  and  tender  culture  of  her 
whom  I  had  ever  called  mother — within  the  walls 
of  a  convent  in  Flanders.  Oh  !  Percy,  she  was  in- 
deed an  angelic  being — ^but,  ahis !  she  was  not  my 
mother,  although  the  veil  was  not  rent  firom  my 
eyes  until  she  was  herself  about  to  be  torn  from 
me  for  ever.  Every  advantage  that  could  be  derived 
from  a  highly  cultivated  mind,  and  a  heart  endow- 
ed with  all  the  finest  ftelings  of  our  nature,  were 
mine,  under  the  constant  and  never-fiuling  super- 
intendence of  this  exalted  woman.  I  was,  Percy, 
of  a  froward  and  haughty  disposition,  which,  but 
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for  her  happy  culture,  that  scarcely  could  be  call- 
ed correction,  so  imensibly,  though  so  surely,  did 
it  work,  would  have  led  to  the  misery  of  myself 
and  <^aU  tfho  might  eventually  become  connected 
with  me.  My  very  fiiilings  she  converted  into 
benefita-Hind  upon  a  too  proud  and  daring  q^t^ 
which,  opposed  by  injudicious  treatment,  might 
have  d^nerated  into  aU  that  is  ungentle  and  un- 
womanly, she  grafted,  through  the  inflnenog  of 
Christian  motives,  that  independence  upon  aU  se- 
ecmdary  causes,  which  has  enabled  me  not  only  to 
see  my  way,  but  to  persevere  in  it  whenever  I  fed 
my  own  suggestions,  or  those  of  others,  influenced 
by  prejudice  or  passion  rather  than  by  a  sense  of 
duty.'' 

^^  True,  ttue^who  could  have  home  the  eter- 
nal querulousness  of  Mrs  Nordifie,  or  -— -^ 

^^  Oh  1  no,  Percy— -I  takeno  credit  for  my  for- 
bearance in  that  quarter--^Mrs  Nordiffe  could 
never  possess  the  powa  of  influencing  even  my 
opinions,  much  less  of  trying  my  principles— but 
—I  am  not  seeking  to  illustrate  the  few  virtues  I 
may  have  partially  derived  from  the  best  of  wo- 
men—-but  to  account  to  you  for  my  not  being 
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what  I  might  have  been,  under  the  privations  of 
a  worse  than  orphan  state."^ 

<<  Oh  !  could  thy  cruel— cruel  parents  behold 
thee  as  I  do '^ 

^*  I  was  about  fifteen  when  my  benefiictress, 
my  preceptress — my  more  than  mother,  died ;  and 
it  was  on  the  evident  approach  of  this  long  dread- 
ed event,  tbat  she  communicated  to  me  the  mys- 
tery which  hung  round  my  Inrth,  without  being 
able  to  disdpate  it  fturther  than  by  the  conviction 
on  her  own  mind,  that  my  parents  were  living, 
and  that  they  moved  in  the  higher  sphere  of  Ufe. 
But  what  satisfiiction  could  this  bring  to  an  ho- 
norable and  sensitive  mind,  in  exchange  for  the 
filial  affection  which  I  had  so  long  felt  and  con- 
sidered due  alone  to  the  exemplary  and  virtuous 
Mrs  Bellenden — ^what  were  to  me  parents,  who 
dared  not  acknowledge  their  child— or,  in  acknow- 
ledging, would  cover  her  and  themselves  with  ig- 
nominy and  disgrace  ? 

^^  This  disclosure,  and  the  loss  of  my  truly  ma- 
ternal friend,  were  the  first  tests  to  which  my 
principles,  so  earnestly  inculcated,  and  so  divinely 
illustrated  in  her  Hfb  and  death,  were  subjected. — 

VOL.  II.  L 
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I  have  had  other  trials — they  have  been  less  ar- 
duous— but  enough  of  this. 

^^  Mademoiselle  Baguenaudiere  hadbeena  board- 
er in  the  convent  where  I  was  educated,  and  she 
was  fixed  upon  by  my  guardian — ^with  whose  name 
and  office  Ihad  only  recently  been  made  acquaint- 
ed — ^to  accompany  me  to  the  North  of  England, 
where  I  was  first  presented  to  Mrs  Nordifie,  as 
the  lady  with  whom  I  was  in  future  to  reside,  un- 
der the  character  of  her  niece-F-alas !  a  sad  suIk 
stitute  for  Mrs  Bellenden-*-but  I  had  ndther  the 
means  nor  inclination,  indeed,  to  disobey— all 
places  were  alike  to  me — and  the  resources  with 
which  my  lost  firiend  had  supplied  me,  rendered 
me  wholly  independent  upon  those,  which  were 
promised  to  me  in  the  society  and  protection  of 
Mrs  Nordifie. 

"  We  removed,  a  few  months  since,  to  our 
present  residence,  which  had  been  nearly  rebuild 
and  newly  fitted  up  for  our  reception,  during  our 
stay  in  the  vicinity  of  Whitehaven.  This,  toge- 
ther with  the' strict  injunctions  of  my  guardian, 
Mr  Radclifie — ^whom  I  have  never  yet  seen— to 
live  in  the  most  retired  and  private  manner,  will 
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account  for  our  being  so  little  known  to  the  neigh- 
bourhood.  Mr  Flowerdew,  who,  a  short  time 
since,  was  nominated  to  the  neighbouring  curacy, 
as  a  man  of  a  ^  particularly  serious  turn  of  mind,^ 
was  our  only  visitor ;  but,  short  as  has  been  pur 
acquaintance,  he  has  not  been  inattentive  to  my 
concerns,  either  spiritual  or  temporal,  having  first 
endeavoured  to  convince  me,  that  I  was  in  a  state 
of  reprobation,  and  could  only  be  saved  by  his 
peculiar  mode  of  conversion,  and,  fiuling  in  this„ 
proposed  to  compromise  with  my  conscience,  by 
accepting  him  as  a  lover,  when  he  discovered  that 
a  fortune  had  been  secured  to  me  by  my  un- 
known parents.^ 

"  Presumptuous  hypocrite  r 

^^  With  Mrs  NorcUffe,^  she  added  with  a  smile, 
<<  he  has  been  more  successftil— he  has  certainly 
made  himself  master  of  her  conscience,  and  if  he 
can  penetrate  into  the  state  of  her  worldly  affiiirs, 
will,  I  have  no  doubt,  console  himself  for  the  utter 
and  contemptuous  rejection  of  his  double  suit  on 
my  part."" 

When  Miss  Bellenden  had  finished  her  com- 
munication, she  proceeded  to  open  her  views  re- 
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spectiiig  their  fiiture  conduct*— Percy  still  pene- 
vered  in  his  opposition  to  any  proposal,  whidi 
could  involve  the  iGite  of  the  being  he  admed,  in 
his  own  iegndei  and  desperate  fortunes.  The 
more  ardently  he  loved— and  every  nunnent  he 
passed  in  the  society  of  this  fascinating  creature, 
still  deeper  did  her  virtues  penetrate  his  soul— 
the  more  sensitively  did  he  shrink  from  dragging 
her  down  the  abyss  widi  him — but,  could  he  re- 
sist the  powers  of  reason,  when  coming  from  the 
most  beautiful  lips  in  creation— could  he  be  deaf 
to  the  arguments,  which  went  to  convince  him  in 
the  voice  of  love  itself,  that  love  might  still  com- 
pensate for  all  the  privations  under  which  he 
suffered,  and  more  than  atone  for  every  evil  the 
world  might  yet  have  in  store  for  him  ?— Impossi- 
ble—he  felt  his  fiite  new  coloured — ^he  had  a  sti- 
mulus to  ambition— an  incentive  to  virtuous  acti- 
vity—and the  prise,  at  whatever  distance  placed, 
was  still  to  be  attained,  which — ^for  Loo  Bellen- 
den  again  repeated  her  fixed  and  immoveable  re- 
solution— ^had  he  been  invested  with  birth  and 
fortune,  he  never,  never  could  have  hoped  for. 
"  I  will  admit  of  no  correspondence,  Percy," 
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said  Miss  BeUenden  in  conclusion ;  ^^  I  am  with- 
out natuiml  guardians— but,  thank  God  I  not 
without  a  sense  ofwhat  is  due  to  my  character  and 
situation— 4ind  by  this  I  must  and  will  abide,  as 
strictly  as  if  under  the  sanction  of  paternal  guid- 
ance. But,  even  if  this  prudential  consideration 
could  be  dispensed  with— as,  perhaps,  indeed,  it 
might— Hudi,  not  a  word,  Percy,  until  I  have 
cbne ! — if,  even  under  the  peculiar  circumstances 
of  the  case,  sudi  a  latitude  of  construction  in  our 
duty  might  be  allowed,  I  should  stUl— whatever 
might  be  the  sacrifice— decline  it,  even  upon 
higher  grounds.  We  are  both  Tery  young  and 
seen  little  ofwhat  is  called  the  world^-we  may 
change.^ 

"  Change  ! — Heaven  and  earth  attest  -— ** 

^^  This  is  the  iBving  of  love,  Percy— Heaven 
and  earth  can  both  attest  the  ccmstancy  which  has 
been  sworn,  and  the  — ^^ 

*^  Nay,  now  you  trifle  with  me— can  I-— can  I 
ever  forget  — — " 

*^  We  are  human,  Percy — and,  therefore,  firail, 
and  the  sunest  forerunner  of  our  fiUl  is  a  too  fidl 
confidence  in  our  own  po^er.    That  you  love  me 
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—ardently  love  me,  I  know — and,  why  should  I 
now  deny  it  P — I  feel  blest  in  the  conviction — ^but 
you  are  going  forth  into  the  world,  where  you  will 
see  othere.*" 

^^  Others ! — ^fair,  amiable,  tender,  wise,  like 
theer 

'*  Aye,  Percy — ^be  assured  you  will — and  yet 
I  do  not  say  that  you  may  think  so— or  that  you 
will  yield  to  their  suporioT  attractions;  but  all  this 
is  possible  in  the  course  of  human  events.^ 

^^  And  do  you— do  you.  Loo  Bellendenr— feel 
this  diffidence  in  yauraelff^ 

^^  My  temptations  will,  at. leasts  be  fewer— ^he 
greatest,  probably  the  only  one,  I  have,  you  know, 
resisted,^  and  she  smiled  as  she  named  Mr  Flower- 
dew. 

.  ,  "  Perditbn  on  Mr  Flowerdew !— but  you  may 
j«e  others — ^you  may  be  removed— you "^ 

"  All  this  is  possible,  Percy — ^but  be  cahn,  for 
I  must  conclude  what  I  have  to  say.  .  It  is  this 
very  possibility,  of  which  your  very  agitation  be- 
trays your  own  conviction,  that  leads  me  to  decide, 
.as  if  a  parent  were  watching  over,  our  interview, 
and  directing  our  steps  in  the  path  of  experience 
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and  prudence.  To  correspond  would  be,  in  ev^ 
point  of  view,  objectionable— but  in  none  more 
than  by  the  artificial  heat  it  would  keep  up,  for- 
cing and  exaggerating  those  sentiments,  which,  to 
be  sustained  in  purity  requires  the  rein  rather 
than  the  spur— and  which,  otherwise,  may  obtain 
such  a  mastery  over  the  mind,  as  leaves  it  inca- 
pacitated for  all  other  purposes  of  Ufe.  Think^ 
Percy — ^what  is  the  object  of  our  present  separa- 
tion. In  the  full  glow  of  a£Pectionate  feeling,  you 
win  appreciate— nay,  overrate  the  end  you  have 
in  view,  in  the  exertions  you  are  about  to  make. 
What,  then,  must  be  the  effect  upon  those  exer- 
tions, if  half  your  day  be  occupied  in  writing— 
and  the  other  in  dreaming  over  the  visions  of  jrour 
imagination— -exertion  would  be  palsied — success 
impossible.  It  must  not  be  thought  of,  Percy — 
we  part — ^in  the  fiill  confidence,  that  we  shall  meet, 
as  honest,  as  well  deserving,  and  as  well  beloved, 
as  at  this  moment.  Confidence  is  the  seal  of  love. 
I  will  believe  nothing  that  calumny  may  circu- 
late, or  malignity  suggest  against  you.  I  will 
always — should  such  ever  be  intruded  upon  me— 
ask  the  truth  fipom  your  own  pen— «and  then- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


168  PERCY  MALLORY. 

and  then  only,  shall  I  resort  to  it. — Do  you  the 
same — and,  unless  I  am  deceived  in  both,  we 
shall  escape  all  those  inextricable  difficulties  and 
embarrassments,  which  may  keep  alive  the  inter* 
est  of  a  romance,  but  which  are  very  absurd  and 
unnecessary  things  in  real  life."" 

To  say-^that  when  the  final  adieu  was  whisper- 
ed on  the  breast  of  Percy — Loo  Bellenden  was 
so  fiur  a  philosopher  as  to  repress  all  emotions, 
would  be  to  say  that  which  ^^  was  not  ;^  but  there 
were  neither  hysterics,  nor  fidntings,  nor  eau  de 
luce,  nor  vinaigrettes  exhibited  on  the  occasion. 
H^^s  was  a  soul  of  hope,  and  a  mind  chastened, 
but  not  froaen  by  habits  of  discipline— and  the 
less  tutored  sensibility  of  Percy  required,  which 
she  was  able  to  afibrd,  a  temperament  and  so- 
briety, which,  whilst  they  suffered  it  to  retain  all 
its  native  ardour  and  warmth— checked  it  only 
when  it  kindled  into  flame — and  if  the  young 
ladies  will  pardon  me— -romantic  absurdity ! 

P^cy  tore  himself  away-— and  as  the  olgect  of 
his  hopes,  solicitude,  and  interest,  descended  to- 
wards Glendara,  he  kept  her  in  view  by  ascend- 
ing to  those  regions  of  sublime  solitude  which  pro- 
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tnirted  Ae  view  of  her,  until  she  had  entered 
the  dwelling,  which,  though  now  scarcely  more 
than  a  point  in  the  wide  spreading  landscape, 
seemed  to  his  imagination  to  inclose  within  it  the 
accumulated  treasures  of  the  world. 

The  whole  of  the  day— -which  he  had  solemnly 
devoted  to  his  love— he  wandered  amid  the  wild 
and  romantic  scenery  of  his  youth,  and  would 
not  have  been  a  lover,  had  he  not  especially 
visited  the  spot  where  first  he  beheld  the  object 
of  its  inspiration,  and  recalled  all  the  associations 
by  which  her  fiite  had  been  so  indissolubly  link- 
ed  with  his  own. 

Wearied  and  exhausted  in  spirit,  he  did  not 
return  to  Wolston  Worthy  untO  the  evening  was 
fiir  advanced — and  feeling  himself  unequal  to  a 
sparring-match  with  Mr  Rycott,  who,  to  the  last, 
would  have  combated  his  resolution  of  leaving 
the  abode  of  his  youth,  he  retired  to  his  solitary 
chamber,  and  as  most  young  men  upon  such  oc- 
casions are  reported  to  do,  alternately  built  castles 
and  destroyed  them  as  long  as  he  remained  awake 
— «nd  when  he  had  fallen  asleep,  dreamed  of  a 
chaos  in  which  flames,  and  darts,  and  cupids,  were 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


lyO  PERCY  MALLOBY. 

Strangely  jumbled  with  predpioes,  overleaped 
Btaircases,  and  inextricable  labjnrinthB,  in  which 
he  wandered  iintQ  awakened  by  an  universal 
conflagration,  which  a  sunbeam,  darting  directly 
through  the  casement  upon  his  eyes,  had  lighted 
up,  and  which  was  fiust  consusung  all  the  visions 
of  his  bewild^ed  fimcy. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

It  had  been  determined  that  Percy  should 
leave  the  spot,  .so  long  considered  his  home, 
without  publicity  or  parade.     He  was  too  proud 
to  be  soothed  or  flattered  by  pi^-^^and  the  few 
professions  of  condolence  he  had  been  compelled 
to  listen  to  convinced  him,  without  the  aid  of 
the  philosophical  Rochefoucault,  that  there  was 
nearly  as  much  of  exultation  as  sympathy  in  the 
greater  part,  of  them.     Horses^  carriages,  all 
aorts  of  conveyance,  were  offered  for  his  accom- 
modation, by  his  foster  parent  Mr  Ryeott ;  but, 
with  Blencow  for  his  companion,  who,  as  upon 
many  former  excursions,  had  insisted  upon  carry- 
ing a  wallet  or  knapsack  at  his  back,  containing 
immediate  necessaries,  he  remained  firm  to  his 
.purpose  of   emigrating — and   of  pursuing   his 
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journey  on  foot.  It  was  a  mode  of  traveling 
more  suitable  to  his  reduced  fortunes — and — if 
the  truth  must  be  spoken— -more  agreeable  to  the 
habits  of  himself  and  companion,  who  were  either 
of  them  qualified  for  a  military  campaign,  firom 
their  quick  insight  into  the  nature  of  a  country, 
and  the  immediate  perception  of  the  best  routes 
for  marching  over  or  through  it. 

They  ware  to  start  before  daybreak  on  the  fol- 
lowing  moming^^and  Percy  haying  taken  a  final 
leave  of  Mr  Paston,  as  well  as  Loo  Bellenden, 
intended  to  devote  this  day  exclusively  to  Mr 
and  Mrs  Rycott,  as  a  mark  of  that  filial  respect 
which  he  still  entertained — ^indeed,  entertained  in 
a  fiur  higher  degree  than  before— for  the  protec- 
tor and  patron  of  his  childhood  and  youth.  The 
warmth  and  impetuosity  of  the  one,  and  the  lan- 
guid insensibility  of  the  other,  weve  alike  over- 
lodced,  when  he  reflected  upon  the  gratuitous 
benefits  they  had  bestowed  upon  him,  and  the 
disappointment  of  their  hopes,  by  the  cruel  de- 
ception which  had  been  practised  upon  them,  as 
well  as  himself. 

Mr  Rycott  did  not  leave  his  chamber  until  a 
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late  hour,  havii^  had  a  restless  night,  and  hav- 
ing  subsequently  been  dosed  bjr  Schwarts  with  se- 
datives, which  the  genuine  a^tation  of  his  &eL 
ings  had  in  some  degree  rendered  necessary. 
BCrs  Ryoott  had  pursued  her  morning  avocations 
as  usual,  and  having  arranged  the  order  of  the 
day  wiA  Mrs  Micklethwaite  the  housekeeper, 
retired  to  her  boudoir,  and  resuming  her  aocua- 
tomed  occupation  of  knotting,  received  Percy 
with  the  most  unruffled  complacency. 

^^  It  is  really  very  hard,  Mr  Percy— -I  suppose 
I  must  not  caU  you  Percy  now  ?'* 

^<  Oh !  Madam— -call  me  anything  ihat  will 
shew  me  I  have  not  lost  your  love.^ 

^^  Well,  that^s  very  kind — and  I  will  call  you 
Percy,  it  is  so  natural  to  me, — and  I  must  say  it 
is  very  hard,  after  I  have  had  all  the  toil  and 
labour  of  brii^pmg  you  iqi  to  these  years,  they 
should  come  and  take  you  firom  me  T 

^<  It  is  a  cruel  event.  Madam,  and  — ^ 

^<  Not  but  I  think  the  woman  is  right— if  she 
has  a  right  to  daim  her  own— 4)nly  I  don^t  know 
any  good  you  can  do  to  her— Percy." 

^<  I  must  do  my  best.  Madam." 
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"  Oh !  I  dare  say  you  will  do  very  wdl,  Percy 
—just  pick  up  that  ball  of  thread — ^thank  you-p 
you  will  do  very  welll  have  no  doubt — ^nothing  has 
been  spared,  I^  sure,  to  educate  you  properly ."" 

^^  Notlnng,  my  dear  Madam — ^mdeed,  I  have 
had  greater  advantages  than  I  merit,  and ^ 

"  No,  Percy — ^youknow,  we  then  thought  you 
were  our  own  diild— of  course,  it  was  all  owii^ 
to  that— but  Fm  sure  I  don^'t  grudge  it— only  it 
certainly  is  hard  — t"*  but  the  entrance  of  Mr 
Rycott  interrupted  the  unusual  volubility  of  his 
good  lady — and  holding  out  his  hand  to  Percy,  he 
grasped  it  between  both  his — and  could  scarcely 
quit  him,  from  the  very  troublesome  emotion, 
which,  as  soon  as  he  could  speak  plain,  he  de- 
clared to  be  a  symptom  of  angina  pectoris ! 

^^  Well — ^well,  it  matters  not  what  becomes  of 
m^T-Pm  growing  old  and  useless — ^but — ^you 
surely,  Percy,  dotf t  mean  to  go  to-morrow  !*" 

^^  The  sad  hour  miut  come.  Sir, — and  there 
is  no  use  in  protracting  our  sufferings.^ 

"  Use— use— yes,  delays "^ 

"  Are  proverbially  dangerous,  Sr,''  interruptr 
ed  Percy,  smiling. 
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^^  No  such  thing— I  hate  old  women^s  mws— 
deUys  may  induce  second  thoughts."^ 

^^  And  old  wom^  only  say  that  these  are 
best,  you  know,  Sir."^ 

^^  I  know  no  such  thing— -By  Jove  !  Sir— you 
retain  all  your  powers  of  irritatioii — ^your  ob- 
stinacy— ^your  pertinacity— in  spite  of  your — 
your ^ 

"  Fall— you  would  say,  my  good  Sir.** 

^^  No,  my  good  Sir^— I  would  say  no  such 
thing,  and,  by  Jove !  Ill  not  have  words  put  into 
my  mouth,  although  you  are  no  longer  my  s(m-« 
plague  on  the  old  witch  who  robbed  me  of  you — 
Oh !  that  the  good  old  custcHns  of  the  duck- 
ing-stool  or  the  fiiggot-i^le  were  in  force,  I'd 
fio<m ^ 

^^  But  she  is  stiU  my  mother,  Sir.^ 

^<  What's  diat  tome?— By  Jove!  I  believe 
her  to  be  die  Devil's  dam.'' 

*<  Then  what  am  I,  Sir?"  asked  Percy  with 
a  smile. 

^^  None  of  your  sneers,  Shrrah,  none  of  your 
sneers— 4mt  I  forgot-— Mr  Percy  is  no  longer 
bound  to  bear  the  caprices,  the  lecturings,  and  dis- 
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eipline  of  the  old  valetudinarum — ^he  is  his  own 
master — ^his         ^ 

^<  Bound,  by  every  tie  of  love  and  gratitude, 
my  dear  Sir — ^to  respect  and  hcmor  you — ^to  bear 

all  that  you  may  think  poper  to ^ 

"  Then  stay  where  you  are,  Percy— obey  me 
on  ihb  one  point-«-and  you  shall  be  free  up(m  all 
others — put  a  purse  in  the  way  of  your  mother, 
and  she  will  fit  herself  for  a  new  trip  to  the  Paci- 
fic—-nobody  will  be  the  wiser,  and  you  — — -^ 

^  Should  be  a  scoundrel,  whom  you  would  de- 
4Sfiae  and  banish  firom  your  protection.'* 
.    «  No         yes— youate  right, boy. — Sheis  your 
mother— *at  least,  so  die  has  made  it  appear — ^but, 
why-^why  am  I  no  longer  your  fiither  ?^ 

**  You  know,  my  dear  Mr  Rycott,"  observed 
Mrs  Rycott,  lifting  her  eyes  for  a  moment  from 
her  knotting*— <<  that  could  not  be,  unless  you 
had  known  this  good-for-nothing  woman.*" 
^^  Peace,  Becky — ^youVe  a  fiwl.'* 
**  Becky ! — my  name  is  not  Becky,  Mr  Ry- 
cott, Fm  sure  was  never  called  so.^ 

^<  No  one  knows  your  merits  so  well  as  I  do, 
or "* 
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<^  I  thank  you  finr  your  good  opiiiion,  Mr  Ry- 
cott,  though  you  have  sometimes  an  odd  way  of 
shewing  it^ 

^^  Zounds !  woman — can  you  see  this  boy — ^the 
idol  of  my  heart — ^the  sole  olgect  of  my  cares  for 
eighteen  years — ^the  blossom  of  my  ambition  just 
ripening  into  fruit— can  you  see  him  leaving 
you — abandoned  to  a  cruel  world — ^thrown  ofl^ 

and — and  then  talk  of  yourself— and  your 

By  Jove ! — ^it  is  not  to  be  endured.*" 

*^  Goodness  me !  I^  sure  I'^m  as  sorry  as  you 
can  be  that  things  are  as  they  are^  Mr  Rycott; 
but,  as  you  know,  he  is  no  longer  our  son,  there 
is  nothing  in  his  going  away.^ 

^  Paha — fiddle-faddle^eave  the  room,  Ma- 
dam— ^by  the  Lard  Harry  !  you  have  no  more  soul 
than  an  oyster."" 

^^  Vve  lost  my  needle  in  the  flurry."" 

^^  Buy  another — buy  ten  thousand— but  if  you 
havn^t  a  design  upon  my  life,  leave  the  room."" 

"  Shall  I  send  Schwartz  to  you,  my  dear  ?"" 

*•  No— send  no  one."" 

'^  Tm  sure  you  want  him,""  and  she  departed 

VOL.  II.  M 
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without  the  Yoiiation  of  a  muscle  upon  the  most 
pbdd  of  placid  countenances. 

^^  What  does  she  mean,  Percy  ?— is  there  any 
extraordinary  symptom  about  me— do  you  see 
any  twitching  or  catching  about  my  mouth  or 
lips?^ 

"  None  whatever,  Sir — I  never  saw  you  look- 
ing better.^ 

^^  By  Jove !  Sir,  I  never  felt  so  ill — something 
is  hanging  over  me — ^it  must  be  very  visible,  or 
that  weak  woman  could  nev^  have  discerned  it — 
but  you  are  all  alike— all  in  the  same  story,  from 
that  puppy  Schwarts  downwards — all  in  a  league 
to  represent  me  as  hypochondriacal^ 

"  Not  I,  on  my  honor,  my  dear  Sir — I  would 
do  any  thing  to  alleviate  your  sufferings.^ 

*^  And  do  the  only  thing  that  can  effectually 
aggravate  them— are  you  not  going  to  leave  me-^ 
abandon  me — abandon  your  father,  one  more 
truly  so  than  the  whole  generation  who  now  daim 
you?'' 

^^  Can  your  suffimngs  be  compared  with  mine, 
my  dear  Sir?'' 

^^  Yours  may  be  remedied,  by  compassionat- 
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ing  mine — ^but,  by  Jove !  Sir,  I  will  plead  to  no 
man^s  compassion — much  less  to  one  whom  I 
have  bred  up  from  the  cradle.  You  may  go-» 
you  may  depart  as  soon  as  you  please,  IVe  done 
with  you— done  with  you.*" 

^^  But  you  will  not  part  in  anger  with  me,  my 
dear  Sir?'' 

^^  But  I  will,  Sirrah — ^if  I  please — ^how  the 
devil  else  am  I  to  part  with  you — ^would  you  have 
me  smirk  and  smile — and  congratulate  you  and 
myself  upon  your  new  accessions— and         ^ 

^^  You  would  not  mock  me,  I  am  sure,  Sir  ?^ 

"  Yes,  Sir,  I  would — I  —no,  Percy — ^not 

mock  you,but, by  Jove!  I Iwoulddieforyou,'' 

—and,  to  Percy'^s  utter  surprise,  Mr  Rycott  threw 
himself  in  hysterical  agony  into  his  arms. 

^^  Grood  God !  my  more  than  father,  is  it  possi- 
ble  "" 

"  Possible— possible,  Percy — that  I  can  fed — 
what— did  you  suppose  I  had  a  heart  of  stone — of 
steel— of  adamant— or  have  I  appeared  so  little 
to  appreciate  you,  that  you  have  undervalued  the 
loss  I  am  about  to  sustain  P^ 

'^  Let  me  call  assistance,  my  dear  Sir.^ 
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^  No,  Peicy--^jdace  me  in  my  chair— ho  phy- 
sio— no  regimen— can  reach  this,^ — and  he  gave 
free  vent  to  his  tears,  as  he  lay  back  for  some  mo- 
ments in  his  iseat. 

Percy  felt  as  if  he  had  first  found  a  fiither  in 
the  moment  in  which  he  had  lost  one— and  hard 
must  be  the  heart  which  can  refose  its  sympathy 
to  the  tears  of  an  old  man — ^who  weeps  in  spite 
of  himself. 

Percy  knelt  and  embraced,  whilst  he  supported 
the  subdued  being  before  him. 

^^  Oh !  my  more  than  father,^  he  said  in  an 
humble  tone  of  voice,  idien  he  deemed  it  no  long- 
er sacrilege  to  break  the  solemnly  of  the  silence, 
*^  do  not  impute  the  firmness  of  my  resolution  to 
any  want  of  love  and  respect  towards  you — ^Never 
—never  did  I  more  deeply  venerate  and  honor 
you  than  at  this  moment— but — ^when  you  re- 
flect  ^" 

"  I  have  reflected — by  Jove! — ^till  I  am 
half  mad,^— cried  Rycott,  recovering  himself- 
^^  and  am  the  more  tormented,  because  I  am  for- 
ced to  learn  my  duty  from  a  boy,  knd  am  too 
proud  to  acknowledge  it.     We  are  taught,  Per- 
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cy'' — and  again  he  was  softened — "  no,  we  are 
not  taught,  that  from  the  mouth  of  babes  and 
sucklings  men  shall  seek  worldly  wisdom — and 
yet,  Percy,  you  have  taught  me,  who  thought  I 
held  you  trammelled  in  my  wisdom,  to  follow  yom 
like  a  child."" 

^^  Do  not  laugh  at  me,  Sir.^ 

"  I — I  laugh  ! — ^by  Jove  !— I  never  was  much 
given  to  be  fiicetious — and  never  less  than  at  this 

moment ^You  are  right,   Percy,  and  I  am 

wrong." 

^^  I  have  been  taught  firmness  by  your  example, 
my  dear  Sir — ^when  assured  of  the  correctness  of 
my  principle  of  action."" 

^^  You  have  been  taught  no  such  thing,  Sir— 
If  you  had  taken  me  for  your  model — ^you  might 
have  been  obstinate,  headstrong,  wilful,  and  left 
the  right  and  wrong  of  the  question  to  be  ascer- 
tained  as  it  might  be ^ 

"Indeed!  Sir "" 

"  Zounds !  Sir— do  you  contradict  me  P— am  I 
not  no— but  I  was-— or  thought  myself,  once 
— ^your  &th^,""  and  his  hand  dropped  over  the 
arm  of  his  chair. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


182  PERCY  MALLOBY. 

"  And  it  will  ever  be  my  pride  to  prove  my  fi- 
lial affection.'" 

^^  What— for  that  cursed  old  woman  by  the 
Bourne  Head  P** 

"  For  you— Sir.'' 

"  Look  to  your  words,  Percy — I  shall  keep 
you  to  them — I  repeat  you  are  right — ^you  ought 
not— -cannot  for  the  present  remain  here.  The 
infernal  woman — ^but  no  matter — I  wish  she  were 
any  where  else — Your  absence  for  a  time  is  neces- 
sary. Gro,then,myboy,''andhiseye8againglistened 
with  emotion — "  go — and  learn  of  what  the  world 
is  made — ^it  is  part  of  the  education  I  had  destin- 
ed for  you.  I  will  say  nothing  of  the  university 
— ^perhaps  much  is  learned  there  for  the  sake  of 
being  unlearned  elsewhere — ^but  the  study  of  the 
law  will  prepare  you  for  public  life.*" 

<<  I  have  no  objection  to  your  notions  of  inde- 
pendence— ^the  theory  is  an  inspiring  one— the 
practice  is  starvation. — Hold  your  peace,  Sir — 
I  tell  you  it  is  splendid  nonsense — a  rainbow 
which  vanishes  when  the  source  of  light  from  which 
it  takes  its  hues  is  no  longer  present  to  it — ^No 
11 
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man  is  independent — ^we  are  all  links  of  the  same 
chain — ^we ^" 

"  But  surely,  Sir,  a  man  may  — ^ 

*^  By  Jove  !  Sir— a  man  may  not  You  may 
smile — but  I  will  not  be  laughed  at— Mark  that. 
Sirrah.  That  girl  yonder — ^that  Loo  Bellenden, 
as  you  call  her ^ 

«  What  of  her,  Sir  ?'"  demanded  Percy,  start- 
ing  on  his  1^. 

^^  I  would  never  have  listened  to  a  word  in  her 
fiiYour — ^be  patient.  Sir — sit  down — sit  down — 
that  is,  if  I  had  never  seen  her — aye,  you  may 
chuckle,  puppy — ^but  I  am  serious,  had  you  not 
been  cut  off  from  the  blood  of  my  family,  I  never 
could  have  received  her  as  a  daughter — she  is— 
she  is — no  matter,  by  the  Lord  Harry  !  Percy, 
she  is  an  incomparable  girl — How  she  did  keep 
that  preaching  prig  and  lackadaisical  lady  at  arm^s 
length.— You  must  not  talk  of  your  independ- 
ence, Percy,  when  you  marry  her "^ 

"  I,  Sir,  shall  never  marry  her.^ 

"  By  Jove  !  Sir — ^but  I  say  you  shall— if  you 
both  hold  the  same  mind,  when  you  are  likely  to 
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know  your  own  minds  beUer— -Whefe  wiH  you 
find  a  wiser — better         ^ 

"  Not  within  the  world'^s  wide  circle.'" 

^^  Then  why  shouldn^t  you  have  her— if  she 
will  have  you— who  knows  ? — She  had  the  saud^ 
ness — and  I  could  have  blest,  aye  and  kissed  her 
for  it— None  of  your  vapouring,  Sinah— She 
dared  to  tell  me  to  my  face  she  wouldn'*t  give  her 
hand  to  my  son,  because  she  waa— was  base 
bom.'' 

^  She  only  suspects  it,  Sir."" 

^  She  avowed  it.  Sir,  as  her  motive  for  decUn^ 
ing  your  hand,  even  if  I  were  on  my  knees  be- 
fore her  tosoHcitheracceptanceof  it— a  darings- 
noble  girl — She  is  just  the  person  to  take  it,  at 
the  first  asking,  when  she  finds  you— pardon  me, 
Percy— no  better  than  herself  on  the  score  of  fii- 
mily  pretensions."' 

^^  She  has  done  more,  my  dear  Sir— she  has 
owned  her  love  for  my  poverty— which  she  would 
have  denied  to  fiimily  and  riches." 

**  And  you  have  refused  her  ?" 

<<  Not  absolutely  that.  Sir,"  replied  Percy 
smiling ;  and  he  communicated  to  Mr  Rycott  the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


CHAPTBR  VIII.  185 

g^ieral  tenor  of  the  parting  oonveieatiQB  between 
Mifis  Bellenden  and  himself. 

<^  By  HeATens !""  cried  the  old  gentleman,  ^^  she 
is  above  her  sex — she  will  be  more  attractive  me- 
tal than  jpisT  poor  craiy  lejeoted  &ther,  te  draw 
you  back  among  us.  Now  listen,  Percy— don^t 
fidget  about,  as  if  you  were  meditating  your 
escape— by  Jove !  Siiv— you  will  be  far  &u>ugb 
out  of  my  reach  by  this  time  to-moriow  C* — and 
he  stirred  the  fire— or  what  had  been  a  fire — f<Nr 
diere  had  not  been  a  spark  visible  for  the  last 
hour — but  it  was  an  oecttpatioB^-«-8nd  he  had  evi' 
dently  wme  reascm  for  pausing  in  the  conversa- 
fiofi.  Percy,  merely  for  the  sake  of  doii^  some- 
thing,  probaUy  from  a  similar  motive,  took  his 
handkerchief  firom  his  pocket,  and  passed  it  once 
or  twice  over  his  face.  Mr  Bycott  did  not  take 
any  notice  of  this-<-lior  did  Percy  smile  even  at 
seeing  his  companion  poking  an  empty  grate. 

Have  you  not,  readar,  sometimes  witnessed 
tins  striDge  sort  of  dumb  shew — and  witnessed  it 
like  Percy,  without  feding  the  smallest  dii^si- 
tion  to  laugh  at  it  ?— >Some  few  among  you  wiU 
understand  how  this  has  happened. 
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Whether,  as  we  read  of  philosophizmg  miner- 
als, and  active  matter  supposed  to  he  dumb  and 
inert  upon  all  other  occasions,  in  the  historical 
records  of  our  friends,  Pilpay  and  Esop,  the  po- 
ker was  disposed  to  resent  the  mocker]^  of  being 
employed  to  stir  a  fire  where  no  fire  existed — or, 
whether  Mr  Rycott — ^which,  I  confess,  is  the 
more  probable  hypothesis  of  the  two — ^had  not  re- 
turned this  most  social  and  useful  article  of  do- 
mestic life  to  its  proper  position,  a  general  muti- 
ny of  the  andirons  was  the  consequence,  and,  with 
a  crash  that  shook  every  nerve  in  this  good  gen- 
tleman^s  system  to  the  very  centre,  tongs  and  sho- 
vel, with  the  poker  accompaniment,  descended 
together  upon  the  hollow  sonorous  bottom  of  a  mo- 
dem fender.  Mr  Rycott — at  least  from  what  fol- 
lowed— appeared  to  lean  to  the  theory,  which  we, 
in  our  wisdom,  have  rejected— for  starting  up — 
and,  throwing  himself  back  in  his  chair,  he  apos- 
trophized the  ofiending  instruments  as  sons  of  an 
animal-— the  male  of  whose  species  supplies,  un- 
questionably, a  name  to  what  has  been  generally 
superseded  by  a  modem  grate — and  added,  with 
friry  in  his  visage,  and  in  a  tone  that  smacked 
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something  of  ingratitude  in  a  man  who  gpent,  at 
least,  three-fourths  of  his  time  at  the  fireside,  that 
"  these  cursed  things  were  always  in  the  way." 
As  if  determined  that  they  should  ofiend  past 
forgiveness,  he  spumed  the  solitary  head  of  the 
shovel — ^by  nature— ^r  by  art— the  tallest  of  the 
triple  alliance — ^which  had  been  prevented,  by  this 
circumstance,  iBrom  reaching  the  lowest  point  of 
depression,  and  gave  a  climax  to  the  concussion-* 
so  as  to  produce  upon  his  mind— at  least  so  I  con- 
jecture— that  sort  of  despairing  calmness,  which  a 
man  experiences  when  the  dice  have  decided  the 
fate  of  his  last  guinea,  and  he  sets  fortune  com- 
pletely at  defiance. 

"  They  have  put  it  all  out  of  my  head— con- 
found them — ^by  Jove  !  I  wish  there  was  not  such 
a  thing  as  a  poker  in         " 

*^  It  is  useful  sometimes.  Sir.*" 

^^  Are  you  laughing  at  me.  Sirrah  ?" 

<<  Indeed  I  am  not,  Sir.'' 

^^  By  the  Lord  Harry  !  you  had  better  not— 
let  me  see— where  was  I  ? — ^this  girl-r-yes,  this 
girl — ^weU,  Percy — I  ought  not,  perhaps,  to  ac- 
quaint you  now  with  prospects  that  are  for  ever 
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fa^ed  fifOm  yow  view — }m%  you  can  bear  it— I 
thought  you  a  child — a  whipster — ^but  that  is 
past — and  it  matters  little  to  Ine  what  you  are 
now,  Percy."" 

"  Nay,  Sir — ^it  is  only  in  name.'" 

<^  In  name — is  there  any  thing  but  a  shadow 
1^  ? — jinswer  me  that — In  name— but,  Percy, 
Sb  Hugh  de  Lacy  knows  me  for  what  I  am.'— - 
He  is  in  my  confid^ice— and — but  I  am  a  vefy 
woman  this  morning — by  Jove  !  ten  times  more  a 
woman  than  she  who  once  called  you  motl^er 
— ^but — she  hi^  her  virtues — and  she  ha3  had 
much  to  bear — Unequal  marriages  are  the  devil, 
Percy — but  ypu  know  nothing  about  the  matter— 
and  I  had  resolved  never  to  suffer  a  son  of  mine 
to  choose  a  wife  from  an  inferior  stadon— I  mean 
from  rank  beneath  his  own. — From  the  cradle 
Grertrude  de  Lacy  and  you  have  been  betroth- 
ed.'* 

^^  Miss  de  Lacy  and  me,  Sir  !^ 

"  Yes,  Sir — ^Miss  de  Lacy  and  you — ^what  the 
deyil  ails  you  ?— By  Jove !  you  should  have  been 
married  too — aye.  Sir,  as  sure  as  — -r^ 

"  Never,  Sir  T 
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"  Never !— what— do  you  dispute  my  authori- 
ty ? — ^my  right? — ^my— — Psha  f-^a  pUigue  tdie 
it,  I  forget  myself— but  by  Jove  !  the  thing  was 
as  fixed  as  &te — nothing  could  have  shaken  my 
determination— the  girl  was  educated  to  «— *^ 

"  You  shodc  me,  Sir  T 

**  Shock — sho^  you— what,  the  loss  of  such  a 
prospect— ^e  oldest  fiunily  in  England,  and  six- 
ty thousand  pounds.^ 

<*  Would  have  been  to  me  as  eihpty  bubbles.'' 

<<  Is  the  fellow  mad  ?— bubbles  f — fbrtukie,  fii- 
mily,  rank  r 

"  WiA  me.  Sir,''  interrupted  Percy,  with  a 
sad  smile,  ^^  these  bubbles  have  already  burst" 

^^  No  sneering.  Sirrah  . — ^but  no  matter — no 
matter — ^there's  an  end  of  the  afl&ir — imd — we 
must  look  at  affairs  as  they  stand— we  must  e^en 
put  up  with  Miss  BeUenden." 

<<  S^y  rather  if  we  dare  aspire  to  heir !" 

"  Fudge  !  nonsense  !— is  she  not  -— — " 

**  Perfection,  Sir." 

^^  Then  the  business  is  settied." 

"  Would  you  have  her  couple  her  fate  with  a 
vagabond — ^who,  going  forth  iBrom  your  paternal 
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roof,  must  seek  a  place  to  lay  his  head  among 
strangers  and  — ^ 

<^  No  sudi  thing — you  may  command  my  purse, 
my  interest— you  may  go  forth  as  if  you  were  still 
my  son— you  may  command  the  world.^ 

^^  Let  us  not  touch  on  a  string,  my  dear  Sir, 
which  vibrates  to  my  very  soul,  whilst  it  only 
more  strongly  confirms  me  in  this  single  act  of 
disobedience  to  your  will.'' 

<*  By  Jove  !  Sir,  I  will  be  obeyed— not  now— 
not  now — ^you  have  it  all  your  own  way — and  I 
cannot,  must  not,  deny  that  you  are  right — ^but 
my  time  may  come — ^may — shall  come — ^yes.  Sir- 
rah— ^when  these  old  bones  are  whitening  in  their 
grave — when  my  caprices,  and  my  whims,  and 
my  fancies,  are  consigned  to  the  vault  of  all  the 
Capulets."" 

"  Heaven,  in  its  mercy,  long  avert  the  day  r 

"  I  believe  you  love  me,  Percy ;'" — and  again 
the  old  man  was  softened.  ^^  I  will  not  press 
you — ^you  have  much  to  contend  with. — It  is  a 
heavy  cruel  reverse,  and  you  bear  it — better — fiur 
better  than  your  poor  deserted  father ;''— -and  he 
grasped  the  hands  of  Percy,  whilst  he  attempted 
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to  ndse  his  eyes  to  his  fiu^.-^^^  I  have  run  riot 
so  long,  Percy,  and  commanded  others,  until  I 
have  no  command  over  myself. — Go,  whilst  I  am 
aUe  to  part  with  you. — ^You,  Percy — ^my  beloved 
boy  ;^— and  he  paused  tremulously — ^^  are  no 
longer  my  son — ^but^ — and  he  seemed  at  once 
animated  by  a  new  spirit,  equally  remote  firom 
querulousness  and  impetuosity,  as  he  solemnly 
rose  from  his  chair,  and  pressed  the  youth  to  his 
arms,  <^  but  you  are  my  heib  !  Speak  not,  Percy 
— object  not — ^what  I  have,  or  may  have  in  this 
world,  was  destined  to  you  from  the  hour  I  hop- 
ed^-I  thought— I  possessed  a  son.  Not  an  act-» 
not  a  word-— not  a  thought  fiY)m  your  cradle  to 
this  hour  hath  cast  a  shade  over  your  claims  to 
my  affection — a  cruel  fitte  has  interposed  to  rob 
me  of  a  child— but  it  has  only  tended  to  confirm 
me  in  my  affection  for  my  heir. — I  must  for  once 

—for  the  last  time,  boy— be  obeyed. Do  not 

speak  to  me — I  cannot  bear  it. — On  this  point  I 
am  absolute,  and  have  a  right  to  be  so. — There 
is  not,  on  the  wide  surface  of  the  globe,  a  being 
who  has  a  claim  upon  my  property,  mudi  less 
upon  my  affection,  except  yourself —Not  a  word 
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-—for  once  there  i«  virtue  in  defilK)tiBm.  Here 
my  will  is  law— but  it  is  the  law  of  nature,  of 
justice,  of  right — and  if  the  prayers  of  a  sinftil 
old  man,  who  has  thought  too  little  of  praying 
&r  himself,  be  permitted  to  ascend  to  the  Throne 
of  Grace,  may  the  Uessing  of  a  fSUiher,  though 
bereaved  of  his  child,  rest  on  your  head,  whilst 
it  calls  down  die  merciful  protection  of  Heaven 
upon  your  steps,  to  lighten  up  your  path  through 
every  stage  of  life  !^ — He  fell  upon  the  neck  of 
Percy,  to  wh(mi  the  power  of  utterance  was  de- 
nied. He  retreated,  holding  him  at  arm'^s  length, 
to  gaze  more  intently  upon  his  features — ^wh^ 
bursting  into  an  hysterical  sob,  he  clasped  him 
once  m<H:e  to  his  heart,  and  rushed  out  of  the 
roouL 

Percy  saw  him  no  more.  It  was  ascertained, 
afterwards,  that  his  carriage  had  been  in  attend- 
ance to  bear  him  away,  after  his  interview  widi 
the  young  man ;  and  he  had  departed,  accompa- 
nied by  his  own  attendant  and  Schwarti,  with  the 
intention  of  being  absent  for  several  days. 

He  could  not  wait  the  regular  approach  of  the 
hour  which  was  to  witness  Percy's  dquurtur 
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he  felt  that  the  fever  of  his  mind  could  not  be 
endured,  whilst  the  body  remained  stationary, 
awaiting  the  blow.  Mr  Rycott  had  always  a  pe- 
culiar mode  of  reasoning — and,  what  must  have 
long  been  observable  to  the  reader,  always  had 
his  own  way— of  acting  upon  it. 

Mrs  Rycott  conducted  herself  with  infinitely 
more  composure  and  self-possession,  when,  in  the 
evening,  Percy  took  his  last  leave  of  her;  and  al- 
though she  loved  him,  as  much  as  she  had  ever 
loved  any  thing,  as  long  as  he  continued  to  be 
viewed  as  her  son,  yet  the  little  that  was  subtract-- 
ed,  on  the  discovery  of  his  birth,  from  old  habits 
and  associations,  was  sufficient  to  reduce  the  rem- 
nant to  a  very  rational  allowance  of  courtesy  and 
good  will.  She  thought  it  was  very  silly  in  a 
young  man,  whatever  might  have  occurred  to 
change  his  relative  position  in  the  family,  to  re- 
ject the  "  very  kind  and  very  extraordinary  offers 
of  her  Mr  Rycott,'^  to  retain  him  under  his  roof, 
and  "  doing  every  thing  for  him." 

Her  arguments  were  not  calculated  to  shake  the 
resolution  of  Percy,  nor  did  her  manner  of  enfor- 
cing them  put  his  firmness  to  any  very  formid- 
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able  test.  At  parting,  she  embraced  him,  and 
confessed  she  should  "  find  it  very  lonely  with- 
out him,  as  Mr  Rycott  was  very  little  of  a  com- 
panion to  her  ;^ — and  as  he  started  from  her,  and 
left  the  room,  to  hide  his  own  emotion,  she  utter- 
ed, "  Good  b'ye,  Percy — ^take  care  of  yourself;*" 
— and  resumed  her  knotting,  at  the  very  thread 
which  had  been  half  twisted  to  its  purpose,  when 
this  interesting  interview  had  commenced. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

BuFoaE  the  dawn  of  day,  Percy  stole  forth 
from  his  phamber,  in  order  to  spare  himself,  and 
some  of  the  fiuthful  domestics  who  had,  from  his 
cradle,  cherished  him  as  their  young  master,  the 
pain  of  ^^  taking  leave^ — and  hastened  to  join 
Blencow,  who  was  already  equipped,  with  their 
travelling  equipage,  at  a  spot  previously  appoint- 
ed. 

I  am  aware,  that  very  extraordinary,  and  very 
interesting  adventures  occur  to  travellers,  and 
especially  to  those  who,  like  Percy,  are  sent  forth, 
almost  for  the  purpose,  of  seeking  and  making 
the  most  of  them  ;  but  it  so  happened,  that,  like 
myself,  who  have  had  the  advantage  of  journey- 
ing many  thousand  miles  in  stage-coaches — ^which, 
as  became  me,  I  always  took  care  to  let  my  fel- 
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low-passengers  know  was  not  my  general  mode  of 
travelling — without  a  single  occurrence  worth 
naming,  Percy  and  his  companion — ^if  they  are 
to  be  credited,  were  equally  unfortunate  in  their 
pedestrian  peregrination — ^met  with  nothing  of  the 
marvellous,  in  their  adventures,  during  the  whole 
of  their  progress  from  the  hills  of  Cumberland, 
to  the  end  of  Gray^s  Inn  Lane,  where  they  first 
touched  upon  the  precincts  of  the  great  metropo- 
lis. It  is  true,  they  were  nearly  swamped  in 
crossing  the  Seven  Mile  Sands,  by  mistaking  the 
time  of  the  tide  in. their  approach  to  Lancaster; 
and  Blencow  would  have  been  precipitated  into 
one  of  the  Devil^s  Holes,  so  romantically  opened 
by  the  Tempter  in  Craven,  and  other  parts  of  the 
West  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  had  not  Percy,  in  re- 
turn for  former  fiivours,  snatched  him,  by  his  ac- 
tive interposition,  from  the  peril.  But  they  were 
not  sufficiently  experienced  as  travellers  to  make 
any  thing  of  these ;  and,  moreover,  being  satis- 
fied with  whatever  fare  was  set  before  them,  and 
being  ignorant  whether  they  were  overcharged,  or 
otherwise,  they  took  the  word  of  all  whom  they 
had  to  deal  with,  and,  consequently,  encountered 
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BO  scenes  with  virago  hostesses,  nor  any  of  those 
amusing  embarrassments,  which  knights  of  La 
Mancha,  and  their  more  modem  disciples,  are 
sure  to  meet  at  every  stage  in  their  progress. 

Something,  indeed,  must  be  aDowed  for  the 
appearance  of  our  young  friends,  who  being  clad 
nearly  in  the  same  costume — ^namely,  a  jdain  Uue 
jacket,  and  trowsers,  with  appropriate  accompani- 
ments, held  out  no  temptation  to  the  cupidity  of 
legalized,  or  adventurous  imposition — ^we  mean  to 
publicans,  who  know  how  to  make  a  charge  in  re- 
turn for  their  extraordinary  hospitality— ^and  to 
sinners,  who  may  be  contradistinguished  as  being 
equaUy  adroit  at  a  charge — ^without  making  any 
return  at  aU. 

Having  thus  accoimted  for  the  peaceable  and 
safe  arrival  of  Percy  and  his  companion  in  Lon- 
don-^without  troubling  our  readers  with  all  that 
he  saw  to  surprise  and  delight  him  in  the  variety 
of  scenery,  and  the  novelty  of  the  objects  which 
fell  under  his  observation  in  his  progress— we  shall 
only  observe,  that  he  knew  enough  of  the  world 
to  be  aware,  that  not  only  must  the  knapsack  be 
consulted,  but  even  his  trunks  ransacked,  before 
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he  could  equip  himself  in  a  manner,  fit  and 
proper  for  presentation,  before  those  persons  to 
whom  his  letters  of  recommendation  were  ad- 
dressed. His  heavy  baggage  had  been  forward- 
ed to  an  inn  in  Holbom,  and  his  inquiries  soon 
brought  him  to  the  spot  where  he  found  these  ne- 
cessary appendages  deposited.  He  felt  no  re- 
sentment in  being  shewn  into  a  sort  of  tap-room 
with  his  companion,  who,  like  himself,  was  cover- 
ed with  dust  and  dirt — nor  at  the  familiar  address 
of  a  strapping  wench,  who  did  not  suffer  them  to 
be  seated,  before  she  unceremoniously  demanded, 
"  What  she  should  draw  for  'em  ?^ 

He  was,  however,  somewhat  surprised,  when  a 
few  minutes  after  Blencow  had  stept  out  to  make 
inquiries  respecting  the  trunks,  to  perceive  not 
only  the  aforesaid  female,  but  the  master  himself 
of  the  inn,  advancing  towards  him  smirking,  and 
bowing,  and  requesting  he  would  pardon  their 
having  brought  him  by  mistake  into  such  a  place. 
— "  Here,  Betty  Chambermaid,  bring  me  a  can- 
dle— this  way,  Sir,  if  you  please— -take  care  of 
the  settle,  Sir — ^here,  Betty,  why  don't  you  sweep 
away  that  straw? — there's  another  step,  Sir— that's 
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light— this  way,^ — and  thus,  without  pennitting 
him  either  to  express  his  own  will  or  pleasure, 
he  was  conducted  up  stairs  into  a  well  carpeted 
decent  room,  with  a  further  pledge  firom  his  ob- 
sequious attendants,  that  he  should  find  **  every 
thing  agreeable  and  comfortable  about  him."^ 

Percy  seemed  only  to  wait  for  an  exphmation 
of  this  sudden  change. 

<*  Allow  me,""  said  the  polite  Boniface,  ^*  to 
add  a  mackerel  to  the  mutton-chop  your  servant 
has  ordered." 
"  My  servant  r 

"  Yes,  Sir — it  won't  delay  you  ten  minutes.*^ 
^^  I  have  no  objection  to  the  mackerel,  but  as 
to  my  servant        "  • 

<<  I'll  send  him  up  directly.  Sir,''  and  the  land- 
lord was  half  down  the  stairs,  before  Betty  had 
made  her  best  curtsey,  and  closed  the  door  of  the 
room. 

The  mystery,  however,  was  soon  exf^ned, 
for  in  a  few  minutes,  Blencow,  followed  by  a  por- 
ter, each  carrying  a  large  trunk  upon  his  shoul- 
ders, entered  the  apartment,  and  upon  the  latter 
retiring,   Percy  expressed  himself  hurt  at  his 
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firi^d'^8  having  thus  acted  as  a  menial,  contrary 
to  their  agreement.-^Blencow  pointed  to  the  di- 
rections which  had  been  careAiIly  fixed  upon  the 
trunks  by  the  servants  at  Wolston  Worthy,  dis- 
playing, in  very  large  characters,  "  Percy  Mallo- 
ry,  Esqiiire.^ 

**  Now,"  added  Blencow,  *<  it  was  impossible 
for  me  to  retain  my  situation  as  companion  to  an 
Esquire — and,  therefore,  when  I  asked  for  the 
packages,  and  they  demanded  of  me  if  I  was 
'Squire  Mallory*s  servant,  I  naturally  answered, 
Yes — and  when  they  further  demanded  where 
the  'Squire  was,  and  I  pointed  you  out  in  the 
kitchen,  they  all  seemed  thunderstruck,  and  ran 
off,  leaving  me  to  settle  with  the  book-keeper.'' 

"  This  is  a  foolish  business,"  observed  Percy, 
after  a  pause—"  what  am  I,  that  I  should^-but 
it  can't  be  remedied*-you  should  have  consulted 
me  before  you  committed  yourself." 

"  It  was  impossible.  Sir — ^besides — to  confess 

the  truth — I  never  intended — ^how  could  I to 

impose  myself  upon  people  in  this  great  town  here, 
where  they  say  they  have  all  hawk's  eyes,  as  the 
companion  of  a  gentleman  like  you." 
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^<  A  gentleman! — ^how-^whai  have  I,  Bfencow, 
to  give  me  rank  above  yourself?^ 

^  That  which  I  shall  never  gain,  Master  Con 
— and  you  never  lose."' 

"  What  do  you  mean  ?^ 

^*  Mind  and  manners.^ 

**  Psha  !^ 

^^  Must  I  then  return  to  Cumberland  ?^ 

«  Whyflhouldyou?" 

^*  I  w<mldnot — if  you  will  let  me  be  as  I  wish 
to  be." 

'^  My  companion-~it  was  your  compact." 

"  Grod  bless  you,  then,  Master  Percy — ^You 
cannot  raise  me  to  your  level— I  will  not  bring 
you  down  to  mine." 

^*  By  Heavens  !  Blencow,  you  are  a  noUe  fel- 
low— and  raise  yourself  above  me,  whilst  you 
labour  to  degrade  yourself." 

**  Will  you  consent  ?" 

«  No— nay,  stop  Blencow— do  not  be  rash— 
I  will  consent  so  far — since  you  have  chosen  to 
tell  these  people  the  story  in  yoiu*  own  way,  but 
I  have  other  views  for  you." 

"  Anything — so  that  you  let  my  story  stand." 
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And  this  new  treaty  was  signed  and  sealed  by  a 
hearty  shake  of  the  hand,  which  Blencow  sudden-  - 
ly  withdrew,  wh^i  the  door  burst  open,  and  a  dish, 
smoking  from  beneath  a  bright  block-tin  cover, 
borne  aloft  by  mine  host,  entered  in  fiill  array — 
Betty  and  a  spruce  waiter,  who  now  made  his  first 
appearance,  followed  the  landlord,  the  former 
bearing  in  one  hand  a  smaller  dish  with  a  similar 
cover,  and  in  the  other  a  plate,  containing  two  old- 
fiishioned  battered  silver  sauce-boats— the  latter  a 
tankard  and  glasses,  upon  a  new  scarlet  Birming- 
ham tray. 

Bonifiice,  with  a  dexterity  to  be  acquired  only 
by  long  practice,  whipt  off  the  aforesaid  covers  by 
a  sort  of  legerdemain,  and  adroitly  turning  them 
upward,  to  prevent  the  return  of  the  steam  they 
had  borrowed  on  the  way,  discovered  a  true  Lion- 
don  mackerel,  smoking  through  a  bower  of  fen- 
nel, and  flanked  by  the  small-craft  of  butter  and 
boiled  green  gooseberries,  whilst  the  dish  of  steam- 
ing potatoes  sent  up  a  cloud  that,  properly  con- 
densed,  might  have  set  the  whole  table  in  motion. 
Stooping  to  the  ear  of  Percy,  who  was  already 
seated  at  the  table,  the  host  whispered,  that  he 
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oould  recommend  his  Madeira  as  London  particu- 
lar— but  if  his  Honor  preferred  Port ^ 

"  Either— either,**  answered  Percy,  who  had 
not  courage  enough  to  say  "  Neither,**  although 
he  would  have  preferred  a  draught  from  the 
frothy  tankard,  which  stood  at  his  right-hand  on 
the  table,  to  all  the  wine  in  his  hosf  s  cellar — be- 
ing, first  of  all,  a  very  moderate  drinker — and,  se- 
condly, a  pre-determined  economist  from  the  known 
scantiness  of  his  resources.  He  had  yet  to  learn, 
that  the  most  difficult — but  perhaps  the  very 
safest  word  in  the  vocabulary  of  a  young  man,  is 
one  of  the  rarest  to  be  found  there,  and  that  there 
goes  ^'  more  than  his  philosophy  dreams  of  "^  to 
say  NO  in  the  proper  place. 

Percy  determined  to  lose  no  time  in  making 
the  nec^sary  arrangements  for  establishing  him- 
self in  his  destined  pursuits.  When  he  had  dis- 
patched his  dinner,  and  taken  a  single  glass  from 
the  bottle  of  Madeira,  which  his  attentive  host 
had  placed  before  him — to  drink  a  silent  blessing 
upon  the  head  of  Loo  Bellenden,  he  opened  his 
porte-feuille,  and  selected  his  letter  of  introduc- 
tion to  Mr  Clement  Dossiter,  Mr  Rycotf s  agent 
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and  attorney  in  Lond<»i,  to  whose  advice  and  as- 
sistance he  had  been  especially  referred  by  that 
gentleman,  the  moment  he  found  that  Percy  was 
fixed  in  his  determination  of  leaving  him.  He 
considered  the  day  too  fiur  advanced  to  vimt  that 
gentleman,  and  resolved  to  devote  the  remainder 
of  it  to  a  stroll  through  the  streets,  to  gratify,  in 
some  measure,  the  curiosity  which  was  naturally 
awakened  in  a  young  and  ardent  mind  by  the 
novel  air  which  every  thing  wore  around  him. 
He  rang  for  his  landlord  for  the  purpose  of  mak- 
ing some  general  inquiries,  and  betrayed  as  little 
of  the  novice  as  could  well  be  expected,  if  we  ex- 
cept that  once  or  twice,  finding  it  difficult  to  pitch 
his  voice  so  as  to  be  heard  in  the  first  floor  of  a 
front-room  in  such  a  thoroughfare  as  Holbom,  he 
checked  himself  as  if  expecting  the  extraordinary 
noises  should  cease,  and,  like  the  pauses  in  a 
thunder-4torm,  afford  him  an  opportunity  of  being 
more  intelligible  to  the  bowing  landlord-— who 
kept  repeating—"  Sir  ? — I  beg  your  pardon— I 
don't  rightly  understand  you— <Ud  you  say,  your 
servant  ?" 

He  soon,  however,  adapted  himself  to  circum- 
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stasoee,  and  having  tecdved  such  answers  as  he 
ocmsidered  satisfiictoy  to  his  purpose— -he  de- 
dred  Blencow  might  be  called — and  having  ar- 
ranged fcHT  him  to  equip  himself  in  a  suit  which 
had  been  prepared  for  him — having  himself  al- 
ready thrown  off  his  travelling  costume,  it  was 
agreed  that  they  should  meet— agreeable  to  the 
tains  insisted  upon  by  Blencow— 4it  a  spot  point- 
ed out  firom  the  window ;  whence  they  started  to- 
gether to  explore  the  new  world,  whose  threshold 
they  had  only  yet  passed. 

It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  Percy  was  alto- 
geth^  unprepared  for  the  contrast  of  a  large  and 
populous  city,  with  the  wild  and  solitary  scenes  to 
which  he  had  been  hitherto  accustomed ;  or  that 
he  was  altogether  ignorant  of  certain  land-marks, 
and  broad  outlines,  which  a  man  in  good  society, 
even  in  the  retirement  of  a  country  life,  becomes 
in  some  degree  conversant.  That  he  found  bis 
conceptions  outstripped  by  the  reality — ^that  he 
saw  much  which  the  most  vivid  imagination  could 
never  have  prefigured — and  that  he  felt  aU  that 
sort  of  nervous  trepidation  which  a  man,  no  less 

conscious  of  hazard  and  difficulty  than  of  his  own 

11 
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inexperience,  suffers  when  he  finds  himself  Uunch- 
ed  into  a  promiscuous  crowd  of  persons,  all  occupi- 
ed with  their  own  interests  and  pursuits,  and  from 
whom  he  is  to  expect  any  thing  rather  than  &- 
vour  and  protection,  cannot  be  denied — ^but  there 
is  a  certain  consciousness  of  desert,  which,  with- 
out rising  into  vanity,  or  generating  contempt  to- 
wards others,  enables  a  man  to  walk  steadily  and 
upright  through  life,  as  well  as  through  the 
thronged  streets  of  the  metropolis.  Percy — 
though  no  monster  of  perfection-— was,  owing  to 
the  judi^tis  education  he  had  received,  aided  by 
the  active  and  independent  nature  of  his  pursuits, 
in  this  predicament 

The  mind  of  his  companion  was  altogether  un- 
prepared, by  previous  reflection,  to  receive,  in 
such  rapid  succession,  the  strange  sights  which 
presented/Jthemselves  to  his  eye  on  every  side,  and 
it  required  all  ibe  influence  which  Percy  possessed 
over  him,  to  keep  him  within  those  bounds  which 
custom  and  conventional  usage  have  prescribed  to 
those  who  use  the  "  high-ways  and  bye-ways'*  of 
London.  Blencow  would  have  stopped  or  turn- 
ed to  view  and  animadvert  upon  every  person 
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whose  dress,  habit,  or  costume,  were  new  to  him — 
he  would  have  thrust  his  eye  into  every  shew-box, 
which  the  itinerant  manager  was  exhibiting  to  the 
fiy  of  young  citizens — and  have  entered  every 
shop  that  appeared  to  contain  as  much  matter  for 
curiosity  within  as  was  displayed  at  its  gaily  be- 
decked windows  without — ^but  the  cautious  arm  of 
Percy,  which  securely  embraced  that  of  his  fel- 
low-traveller, restrained  him,  whenever  the  temp- 
tation appeared  to  assail  him  too  powerftdly. 

Blenoow  had  not  proceeded  far,  before  he  felt 
convinced  that  every  man  intended  to  insult  or  in- 
jure him,  and  it  was  with  difficulty  Percy  could 
satisfy  him  that  they  did  not  waste  a  single 
thought  upon  him. 

^^  Why  did  that  fellow  push  me  off  the  path, 
then  ?^  demanded  he. 

"  Only  to  make  good  his  own  way.*^ 

^*  Didn^t  the  man,  all  whiskers  and  cravat, 
poke  his  nose  and  eye-glass  into  my  very  face  ?'^ 

"  He  was  near-sighted.'" 

"  He  saw  clear  enough  to  laugh  at  me."^ 

**  That  was  because  you  bowed  to  him.'" 
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^'  He  looked  al  first  as  if  he  expected  it— and 
we  always  bow  in  the  country  to  a  gentleman.*" 

^  It  would-— would  be  an  endless  ceremony 
here,^  replied  Percy,  laughing-— and  drawing  his 
friend  forward. 

Percy  was  too  experienced  an  explorer  not  to 
take  his  observations  as  he  passed  along — and  to 
note  down  certain  land-marks,  or  beacons,  which 
might  enable  him  to  retrace  his  steps.— Blencow 
would  have  been  as  skilful  as  his  companion  in 
taking  this  precaution,  had  he  been  aware  of  the 
necessity  of  it — ^but  any  analogy  between  his  na- 
tive hills  and  the  passing  scene  was  the  last 
thing  to  occur  to  his  mind — and  without  a  guide — 
inexperienced  in  point  of  fact  as  himself,  but  pos- 
sessing requisites,  which  were  denied  to  him — 
he  would  in  five  minutes  have  been  invohed  in  a 
labyrinth,  out  of  which  he  might  not  have  found 
his  way  in  as  many  hours. 

Experience,  however,  is  "  your  only  perfection- 
er,^  as  Percy  was  obliged  to  acknowledge,  when 
throwing  himself  into  a  chair  on  his  return  to  the 
inn — and  boasting  to  Blencow  of  his  skiU  in  navi- 
gating  them  through  London  Streets,  he  put  his 
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hand  in  his  pocket  for  a  handkerchief  to  wipe 
his  fiice — and  found  none  !-*He  rose,  and  look- 
ed to  the  side  of  the  chair,  thinking  it  had  fidlen 
doim-— in  doing  which,  throwing  open  the  loose 
coat  he  wore,  Blencow  obsenred  that  the  pockets 
of  his  pantaloons  were  turned  inside  out— and, 
consequently,  that  their  contents,  whatever  thej 
might  have  been,  had  made  their  escape.  In 
plain  English — ^both  had  been  plundered  of  all 
thejr  had  carried  forth  with  them — and  the  only 
mode  of  accounting  for  a  circumstance  that  could 
not  have  been  occasioned  by  accident— was  the 
recollection  of  their  having  both  been  ^igaged  in 
extrioating  a  remaricafaly  wdl  dressed  lady,  who 
had  been  nearly  thrown  down  by  two  equally 
wdl  dressed  gentlonen^  who  overpowered  our 
two  travdlers  with  thar  thanks  for  aiding  than, 
to  repair  the  evU  their  haste  and  cardessness 
done  had  occasicmed. 

'^  Nay,^  said  Bbmcow,  *'  sudi  gentlemen  could 
never  have  been  engi^ed  in  plunder.'" 

^^  We  mUst  hot  trust  to  aj^earances  in  this 
great  town,  Blmcow — I  ought  to  have  been 
aware.^ 

VOL.  II.  o 
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'  <^  I  remember  some  one  pushing  my  hat  for- 
ward, just  as  the  gentleman  in  blue  b^^ged  me 
to  support  the  lady.*" 

"  And  I  now  recollect,"  cried  Percy,  laugh- 
ing, **  that,  when  the  lady  seized  both  my  arms 
to  raise  herself,  I  felt  a  hand  at  my  podcet — and 
upon  turning  round,  received  a  very  genteel  apo- 
logy firom  the  gentleman  in  the  drab  great-coat— 
for  the  pressure  of  the  crowd,  whom  he  turned 
round  to  rebuke.— One  loss,  however,  won^t  ruin 
us,  Blencow — and  we  shall  have  cheaply  purchas- 
ed our  experience." 

Fortunately,  the  travelling  purse  had  nm  low, 
and  a  single  guinea  and  some  loose  silver — ^with 
the  addition  of  the  pocket-handkerchiefs  of  our 
two  adventurers,  made  up  the  sum  total  of  die 
abstraction.  Percy  felt  the  necessity  of  future 
precaution — ^but  Blencow  manfully  defied  the 
whole  race  of  public  depredators,  ^^  now  that  he 
was  up  to  their  tricks." — So  true  is  it,  that  bur 
confidence  is  ever  in  the  inverse  ratio  of  the  quali- 
ties  which  are  best  calculated  to  justify  it. 
I  The  next  morning,  Percy  dressed  himself,  and 
prepared  to  pay  his  introductory  visit  to  Mr  Cle- 
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ment  DoBsiter,  whose  residence  beii^  in  his  imme- 
diftteneighboiirhood — ^namely  in  Chancery  Lane- 
he  wasenaUed,  without  a  otcerofitf,  to  set  oat  fer—- 
and  by  the  assistance  of  a  very  large  and  conspi- 
cuous brass  pbite  on  the  door  to  discoTer,  and  gain 
admission  inta  it 

He  was  shewn  into  a  parlour,  which  exhibited 
aU  the  signs  of  an  opulent  master — and  that  ear- 
nest of  good  living,  which  a  rich  Turkey  car- 
pet^massiTe  mahogany  furniture,  and  d6ejU)acked 
leather-lined  chairs,  afford  to  those  whoundei^stand 
these  matters.  Over  the  chimnqr  piece  was  a  print 
of  die  Lord  Chancellor  in  fiill  costume-*and 
Jittering  amidst  the  burnish  of  a  highly  wrought 
frame,  appropriately  adorned  with  scales  and 
swords,  and  other  ingenious  devices  of  the  car- 
ver's art.  Around  hung,  more  modestly  embel- 
lished, meszotinto  pbites  of  such  of  the  reverend 
judges  as  had  submitted  to  have  their  countenan- 
ces transmitted  to  posterity;  the  Chief  Justices 
and  the  Chief  Baron  beingespedally  distinguished 
by  a  broader  and  somewhat  more  ornamented 
frame,  each  forming  the  centre  piece  of  his  own 
especial  court. 
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Percy  had  scarody  time  to  look  round  upon  this 
goodly  gnmpe,  or  to  decide  upon  which  of  the  se- 
veral parties  boasted  the  himor  of  <^  Keeping  the 
pUoe  warm  for  hiniself,^  befivre  the  folding  doors 
at  the  bottom  of  the  room  were  durown  open,  and 
the  master  of  the  house  stood  before  him. 

.Mr  Clem^it  Dosdter  was  a  middle-siied  and  a 
middle-aged  man,  with  that  sort  of  corpulence 
which  a  sedentary  life  is  calculated  to  engender—- 
and  that  Iboteness  of  attire,  which  the  habit  of 
&axag  at  ease  ia  equally  apt  to  occasion.  His 
complexion  was  rubicund,  rather  than  ruddy— 
ind  his  eye  quick,  rather  than  intelligent— but  he 
ha4  evidently  been  a  handsome  man,  upon  whose 
countenlance  were  the  mingled  traces  of  business 
and  conviviality,  rather  than  lines  Intimately 
dtawn^  by  the  hand  of  time.  He  wore  a  flaxen  law 
scxatch,  upcm  which  were  raised,  as  he  advanced 
into  the  room,  the  spectacles  which  had  previous- 
ly occupied  his  nose.  There  was  a  prodigioua 
kiatuo  ouppKed,  howevcbr,  with  a  full  comple- 
ment of  linen — between  the  termination  of  his  up- 
per and  the  commencement  of  his  lower  vestments 
— ^which  latter,  being  of  the  old-fashioned  sort. 
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called,  by  the  refarmeis  of  the  day,  Shortoes — 
were  unbuttoned  at  the  knees,  displaying,  like 
Hamlet,  in  his  mad  scenes,  securulum  artem  his- 
trkmicam,  an  nneq^al  portion  of  white  cotton, 
and  Uack  sitt  stdddng,  escaping  firom  a  rdaxed 
gwter. 

Slidmg  in  upon  slip-shod  slippers,  he  bowed  ci- 
villy to  Percy — ^but  before  he  addressed  Mm, 
teemed  carefiil  to  secure  the  door,  and^edude 
either  intruders  or  listeners.  Adrancmg,  he  as- 
aned  the  yosmg^  traveller,'  ihAt  he  was  very  glad 
to  see  him — and,  pointmg  to  a  chair,  hastily  cast 
his  eyes  over  the  letter  he  had  delivered  to  him, 
and  renewed  his  ezpressians  of  welcome.  He 
qpoke,  however,  in  a  subdped  tone-^-^and  with  an 
air  flf  ngrsteiy  or  distrust,  which  to  Percy^  was  at 
together  unintdligijl^.  ^ 

<*  You^— 'looking  round  to  see  that  both  the 
doors  were  dosed—"  you,  Mr  Percy,  come  direct 
htm  Wolston  Worthy  ?" 

"  As  direct  as  rather  a  circuitous  route,  whidi 
I  took  for  the  purpose  of  gratifying  my  curiodty, 
wouU ^" 

"  Enough,  enough—and  my  worthy  old  friend 
1 
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Mf— Mr  Rycotl^— again  lowering  his  vcAoe— 
**  quite  weU?'' 

"  As  well  as  usual.  Sir— you  know  he  — — " 

**  Enough — I  understand,^— -and  he  farougfat 
his  mouth  in  a  line  with  Percy^s  ear,  and  almost 
whispered — ^*  an  unfortunate  discovery,  Mr  Per- 
cy—cursed  un ——" 

«  What  discovery.  Sir  P'' 

**  That  tattling  woman — herpeadiing — her— ^ 

**  If  you  mean  the  discovery  of  my  birth.  Sir,* 
I  can  never  lament  that  so  gross  an  imposition  iq^ 
on  the  fiunily  of  Mr  Rycott ^ 

<<  Enough— enough — I  take  you— you  are  a 
young  man — don^t  understand  these  things— if  I 
had  encountered  her  previous  to  the  exposure, 
might  have  been  hushed— but  we  must  not  ocma- 
mit  ourselves — ^no  use  talking  over  a  lost  cause.^ 

<*  I  never  could  have  sanctioned  an  imposition, 
Mr  Dosater."" 

<^  Know  it— enough — ^no  use  of  saying  what 
you  would  have  done— the  thing^s  gone  by.—- 
Well,  Sir^— and  tl^  lawyer  .rubbed  his  hands,  as 
if  he  was  advancing  on  surer  ground— ^^  we  must 
do  what  we  can  for  you— you  mean  — 
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^  To  take  chambers,  and  place  myself  under  a 
special  pleader,  and  if "^ 

"  Enough — I  floo  ■  I  know — have  secured 
chambers  for  you— «nug — quiet — in  Paper  Build- 
ings—had old  Rycott^s  orders  a  week  ago.*" 

''  Kind  hearted  fiiend  r 

^^  A  good  sort  of  man.  Sir — I  mean,  an  excel- 
lent man — great  pity,  though,  we  couldnH  have 
made  him  your  fiither.^ 

"  Sir  r 

"  I  know — I  know — ^it  couldn^t  be— it  isn't, 
which  is  the  same  thing,  therefore  can't  be— no 
use  talking.'' 

^'  My  object,  now  that  I  am  an  outcast—" 

**  Enough— enough — mygoodSir— don'tspeak 
so  loud— no  use  telling  me  you  are  an  outcast— 
they'll  think  you  something  worse  if  you  own  so 
much— besides"— and  here  his  voice  was  subdued 
to  a  whisper— <^  you  are  no  outcast — ^youll  be  a 
rich  man — I  say  nothing— my  lips  are  sealed — 
hermetically  sealed — but ^ 

'^  I  am  aware  of  the  circumstance  to  which  you 
allude,  but  I  can  never  consent" 

"  Whew  !— consent— no  consent  wanting — 
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don^t  commit  yourself— you  are  youi^— havn^t 
read,  man — ^havn^t  studied  the  law — but  to  busi- 
ness — ^Where  do  you  dine  to-day  P"^ 

^*  At  my  inn,  hard  by — I  am  not  likely,^  re- 
plied Percy  smiling,  **  to  be  interrupted  by  ma- 
ny engagements.^ 

<<  Enough— -you  dine  with  me— Mrs  Dossiter 
will  be  happy  to  see  you— my  man  shall  conduct 
you  to  your  chambers— they  are  aired— and  fitted 
for  your  immediate  reception— order  your  bag- 
gage thither.^ 

Percy  made  his  acknowledgments— and,  having 
ascertained  such  particulars  as  were  necessary  to 
the  immediate  settlemait  of  his  plans,  and  secur- 
ed  the  assistance  of  Mr  Dossiter^s  servani  the 
more  eflB^ctually  to  expedite  them,  he  was  suffer- 
ed to  depart. 

In  a  tew  hours-— and  in  ample  time  to  make 
his  toilette  for  dinner — Percy  was  settled  in  his 
new  abode  in  the  Temple,  omsisdng  of  an  admi- 
rable airy  suite  of  chambers,  commanding  a  view 
of  the  gardens  and  the  Thames,  and  furnished 
with  every  convenience  that  the  most  fiutidiotts 
bachelor  could  require.   He  had  been  told  by  his 
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Amids  in  the  oountry,  that  a  iSfet  of  chambers  in 
the  Inns  of  Court  might  be  had  upon  ieaaonaUe 
tetms,  and  he  concluded  that  this  gttoeral  informa- 
tion applied  to  the  case  in  pdnt— ^  that,  when, 
a  few  days  subsequont  to  taking  posseseicm,  be 
inquired  of  his  new  ally,  Mr  Dossiter,  at  irbat 
rent  he  stood— that  gentleman  cmly  looked  cau- 
tiously'round,  and  asked  him,  ^<  What  be  suj^s- 
ed  it  to  be  ?"" 

^  I  really  have  no  means  of  making  an  esti- 
mate,^ was  Percy^s  answer. 

'<  Should  you  think  an  hundred  a-year  too 
much?" 

^*  A  hundred  pounds  I — How  am  I  to  pay  it  ?" 

<<  Enough— enough— only  trying  you-^-Wbat 
say  you  to  five-and4wenty  ?" 

*^  It  is  as  much  as  I  ought  to  afford.^ 

^'  It  is  as  much  as  you  will  bava  to  pay-*I  have 
satisfied  the  owner-— all'^s  settled."^ 

And  Percy  concluded  it  was  a  very  fit  and 
competent  rent.  He  had  known  a  goodndsed 
bouse  near  Penrith,  which  he  recollected  to  have 
heard  was  rented  at  that  sum. 

Percy  having  dressed  himself  for  his  appear- 
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ance  at  Mr  Dosaiter^s  table— and  beiiig  perfectly 
master  of  the  road,  from  the  circumstance  of  Chan- 
cery Lane  being  the  direct  line  of  communication 
between  his  inn  and  his  new  abode— ^e  started 
when  he  heard  the  chimes  of  the  neighbouring 
dock  strike  the  three  quarters  after  five,  in  order  to 
reach  the  house  of  his  hospitable  entertainer,  by 
the  exact  hour  of  appointment,  at  six. 

He  was  ushered  into  the  drawing-room,  where 
sat  a  lady  <f  tm  certain  agCy  dressed  in  a  style  of 
fiwhion,  to  which  Percy^s  eye  had  not  yet  been 
fimiiliarifed— -who  started  from  her  chair  upon  his 
appearance — and  expressed,  in  her  looks,  what  the 
cautious  Mr  Bossiter  could  not  restrain  within 
his  lips. 

«  Good  God  !— Mr  Mallory.'' 

^*  Sir  !^  returned  Percy  recoiling,  as  die  excla- 
mation struck  upon  his  ear. 

«  Enough— «nougfa,^  cried  Mr  Dossiter,  reco- 
▼ering  himself,  and  advandng  to  present  him  to 
his  lady — ^*  You  did  not  receive  my  note  P^ — this 
was  demanded  in  a  half  whisper. 

''  Note  !— no,  indeed.  Sir.** 
.  "  I  know  it — ^it  was  only-*if  s  no  use  — '^ 
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<<  It  is  very  strange,'^  uttered  the  Lady,  some- 
what aside  to  her  good  man. 

^^  Enough— enough,  Biddy — not  a  word  more 
— hem !— pray— <[o  sit  down,  Mr  Percy — Mr 
Mallory,  I  mean — ^was  sent  for  on  business— fear- 
fid  I  should  never  have  got  back  in  time— very 
hicky — ^very  luc^,  indeed — ^isnHit^  my  dearest 
Mrs  Dossiter,  that  my  note  miscarried  ?— though 
I  don^t  know  how  the  deuce  it  happened — ^but  no 
matter— it^s  very  lucky — ^hey,  Biddy  t* 

^^  Verfj  indeed,^  was  the  answer  in  so  many*— 
or  rather  in  so  few  words ;  but  the  voice  in  which 
they  were  conveyed  struck  Percy  to  imply  the 
very  reverse. 

'*  I  fear,^  cried  he,  rising  from  the  soft  on 
which  he  sat  by  Mrs  Dossiter,  ^^  that  something 
has  occurred  to  render  my  visit— in— inconveni- 
ent, or  intrudve— I  do,  therefore,  request         ^ 

'*  Enough— enough,  Mr  Mallory*— not  a  word 
more— no  such  thing— allow  me  to  introduce  to 
your  acquaintance,  Mr  Clarendon  Dossiter — my 
son— my  only  son,^— as  a  somewhat  good  looking 
young  man,  dressed  in  the  very  extreme  of  £i- 
shion,  lounged  into  the  room.   Percy  bowed,  and 
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received^  in  tipn,  a  sort  of  encouraging  nod  from 
the  dandy,  as  he  threw  himself  upon  t|ie  spfii, 
near  his  mother.  ^^  Insufferably  dose  !^  he  sigh- 
ed out,  as  he  drew  from  his  pocket  a  bandk^chie^ 
which  perfrunied  the  whple  apartment 

Percy  again  recurred  to  theiqppearaQcepf  sos^ 
mistake— but  was  re-assured  by  Mr  Dosfiiter— and 
just  at  this  moment,  a  knock,  puc^  as  made  Percy 
starts  and  seemed  to  produice  an  eS^  fK)mewbat 
like  electricity  upon  the  neiryes  of  Mr  Domtar, 
was  pealed  on  the  str^t  door,  as  the  rattling 
wheds  of  a  carriage  were  checked  opposite  to  its 
threshold. 

*^  Pray,  Mr  Mallory,  do  you  know  my  Lord 
Harweden  ?^ 

«  I  have  not  that  honor,  Sir  r 

"  Never  nuet  him  P'' 

"  Never  r 

'<  Know  him  by  report,  bey  ?r-heard  him  spo- 
ken  of?'' 

"  Never !" 

"  Enough— -ha  !*'— the  drawiqg-room  door  was 
thrown  open,  and  <<  The  Eari  of  Harweden^ 
announced  by  the  butler.    The  sanie  start  of  nur- 
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prise^  wliich  had  Already  offended  Percy  in  Mr 
and  Mrd  Dossiter  on  his  first  ajq^iearance,  seemed 
to  check  his  Lordship  as  he  advanced  into  the 
apartment,  but  an  air  of  high  In^eding  enaUed 
his  Lordship  to  recover  himself,  before  Percy 
conld  cieddedly  determine,  in  his  own  mind,  what 
it  exactly  indicated. 

Aft^  his  Lordship  had  made  his  bow  to  the 
Lady  and  young  Dossiter,  the  fiither  drew  his  at- 
tention again  towards  Percy,  by  sajring, 

^^  Mr  Mallory,  my  Lord — a  young  gentleman, 
who— who  is  unexpectedly  arrived  from  the  coun- 
try,^ the  hitter  part  of  the  sentence  scarcdy  above 
one  of  Mr  Dossiter^s  whispers  in  his  Lordship^s 
ear — the  Earl  boWed — and  the  parties  took  thar 
seats. 

Percy  fidgetted  a  little  on  his^he  felt  that  he 
was  out  of  his  place— that  something  had  occur- 
red to  render  his  presence  irksome  to  all  parties 
— but  what  was  to  be  done  ?  His  good  sense — 
which  is,  in  fiict,  good  taste — suggested  to  him  to 
sit  still — ^for  to  shew  what  he  felt,  might  only 
render  matters  worse-*and  before  he  could  arrive 
at  a  better  conclusioifi,  dinner  was  announced. 
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As  Lord  Harweden  took  the  hand  of  the  Lady 
to  conduct  her  to  the  dinner-room,  she.  contrived 
to  exchange  looks  with  her  husband,  and  if  he  did 
not  say  it — ^he  implied,  '*  Enough,  enough*^— 4ind 
lingering  somevhat  behind  the  advanced  guard, 
he  observed  to  Percy,  ^'  That  he  was  surprised  he 
had  never  heard  of  his  Lordship,  as  he  was  very 
generally  known.*** 

"  Not  su£BcientIy  so,**  returned  Percy,  "  to 
have  reached  our  Glens  !^ 

**  Enough,  enough — Fll  follow  you — come.  Cla- 
rendon.^ 

The  dinner  passed,  like  most  dinners — and  the 
first  Peer  of  the  Realm  may,  now-a-days,  dine 
with  his  attorney,  and  forget  that  his  own  cook 
has  been  left  at  home— or  that  his  rarest  wines 
are  safe  under  the  lock  and  key  of  his  own  house- 
steward.  The  Earl  invited  Percy,  during  the 
repast,  to  ^drink  wine  with  him,  and  the  air— mo- 
dest, yet  easy — ^with  which  he  had  taken  his  share 
in  the  desultory  conversation  of  the  table,  seemed 
to  attract  his  Lordship. 

It  is  to  be  presumed,  young  Dossiter,  who  was 
fully  acquainted  with  all  the  drcumstances  of 
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Percy^s  change  of  fortune,  considered  himself  en- 
titled to  any  courtesy  bestowed  upon  such  a  per- 
son. Shortly  after,  therefore,  he  extended  his 
hand  to  a  bottle,  which  stood  near  him,  and  ad- 
dressing Lord  Harweden,  with  an  air  of  the  most 
exquisite  nonchalance^-^ 

^^  My  Lord,^  which  not  being  immediately  at- 
tended to,  he  repeated,  ^^  My  Lord,*  shall  I  have 
the  honor  to  take  a  glass  of  Burgundy  with  your 
Lordship  after  your  brown  meat  ?*" 

Lord  Harweden  certainly  looked  his  answer, 
before  it  was  uttered ; — ^^  Mr  Clarendon  Dossiter, 
I  never  drink  Burgundy  C  and  then  turning  to 
Percy,  addressed  him 

<^  You  are  lately  from  the  country,  Mr  Mal- 
lory?'* 

^^  I  am,  my  Lord— and  entirely  new  to  Lon- 
don.'' 

«  I  should  not  have  suspected  that.  Sir  r 

"  Mr  Mallory,"  observed  Mrs  Dossiter,  to 
whom  his  Lordship  appeared  to  appeal,  ^^  has 
certainly  none  of  that  rusticity  which  betrays  a 
country  education.*" 
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Percy  blushed  up  to  the  eyes,  at  this  under- 
bred species  of  patronage. 

"  A  person  so  well  acquainted  with  the  world,"" 
replied  his  Lordship,  with  a  peculiar  look  and 
tone  of  voice — ^*  as  Mrs  Dossiter,  might  rather 
have  observed,  that  Mr  Mallory  has  none  of  the 
rusticity  of  a  town  education— for  if  I  mistake 
not,  the  perfection  of  the  present  ton  is  successful- 
ly to  ape  the  manners  of  the  least  pblished  orders 
of  society." 

"  Very  good,  iYaith  I**  simpered  young  Dossiter, 
as  he  sipped  his  wine.  Lord  Harweden  again 
looked  at  him,  for  an  instant,  but  immediately 
turned  towards  his  lady-mother. 

'*  I  only  meant,  my  Lord" she  was  heffn- 

ning  a  speech. 

'^  Enough,  enough,  my  dear  Mrs  Dossiter," 
interrupted  her  spouse ;  ^*  your  Lordship  has  ex- 
pressed yourself  most  happily." 

"  Anything  but  happily,  my  good  Sir — I 
speak  feelingly,  for  I  am  a  sufferer." 

Little  further  passed  during  the  dinner — but 
soon  after  the  dessert  had  been  placed  upon  die 
toble — Lord  Harweden,  as  if  feeling  that  the 
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check  he  had  given  to  the  forward  insolence  of  the 
young  man,  had  produced  an  effect  upon  the  whole 
party,  which  was  calculated  only  for  one  indivi- 
dual of  it,  asked,  in  a  lighter  and  more  easy  man- 
ner than  he  had  exhibited  before,  ^'  Whether  the 
report  of  an  engagement  between  the  Turkish  and 
Greek  Squadrons  in  the  Archipelago  was  general- 
ly believed  ?** 

"  Enough,  my  Lord — I  b^  pardon— but,** 
(lowering  his  voice)  ^^  but — ^the  servants  have  not 
left  the  room.^ 

"  Sir !'' 

^^  I  b^  pardon,  my  Lord — only — I  am  always 
on  the  cautious  side.^ 

^^  That  is  professional,  Mr  Dossiter— -but,  for 
my  part,  I  am  under  no  apprehension  for  either 
party,  in  the  answer  you  may  be  able  to  give  me, 
upon  so  very  simple  a  question.^ 

'^  It  is  just  as  well  to  avoid  wrong  inferences, 
my  Lord;^  and  the  lawyer,  dmost  instinctively 
as  it  should  appear,  rose  from  his  chair  to  ascer- 
tain whe^er  the  last  departing  domestic  had  clo- 
sed the  door  after  him. — ^^  Where  nothing  is 
heard,  nothing  can  be  reported  !^ 

VOL    II.  p 
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^  You  would  make  an  admirable  door-keeper 
to  the  Privy  Council,  my  good  friend,'"  observed 
his  Lordship,  which  Mr  Dossiter  did  not  seem 
to  understand. 

"  That^s  infinitely  good,  'pon  my  soul !"" 

^^  Clarendon  !^  uttered  Dossiter  in  a  low  tone 
of  voice,  calculated  to  check  the  young  mane's  fa^ 
miliarity — then  turning  to  his  Lordship,  he  ad- 
ded  

"  Your  Lordship  flatters  me.'' 

^^  That  was  not  my  intention,  Mr  Dossiter,'' 
was  the  very  dry  answer,  and  as  drily  given. 

^^  I  only  think,  my  Lord — that  in  the  most  tri- 
vial conversations,  things  come  across  us,  and  we 
out  with  them  without  due  consideration." 

^^  And  suppose,  Sir,  you  do  ^  out  with  them, 
what  follows,  unless  you  are  so  full  stored  with 
mysteries,or  state  secrets,  as  to  endanger  the  na- 
tion or  yourself,every  time  you  open  your  mouth?" 

**  So  I  tell  my  father,  my  Lord,"  cried  Cla- 
rendon,  sipping  his  wine. 

^^  You  are  so  comical,  my  Lord !"  simpered  Mrs 
Dossiter.   - 

^^  Comical,  Madam !— -I  am  happy  if  I  can  af- 
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fi>Td  a  lady  any  amusement,  but  my  talent  does 
not,  in  general,  lie  in  that  directi<m. — Pray,  Mr 
Mallory,  do  you  make  any  stay  in  town  ?^ 

^^  My  iikject  is — my  Lord — to  remain  altoge- 
ther.'* 

'*  And  so  to  make  up  for  lost  time— to  run  the 
round  of  dissipation,  till  you  are  disgusted  with 
society,  and  unfitted  few  retirement.^ 

^^  No,  my  Lord,  that  is  not  the  object  of  Mr 
Mallory,''  interposed  Mr  Dossiter ; — "  there  are 
drcumstances,"  and  he  lowered  his  voice,  ^^  which 
render  a  residence  in  London  necessary." 

^^  I  b^  ten  thousand  pardons,  Mr  Mallory—- 
it  was  not  my  intention  to  be  impertinently  inqui- 
ritive." 

^^  I  am  confident  your  Lordship,"  replied  Per- 
cy, ^'can  only  be  influenced  by  the  best  of  mo- 
tives, since  you  would  deter  me  from  entering  up- 
on a  course  of  life,  sufficiently  seductive,  I  am 
aware,  to  blind  a  young  man  to  its  consequences, 
were  he  not  previously  warned  of  them,  by  those 
who  are  wiser  and  more  experienced  than  himself." 
"  Come,  that's  good  humbug — ^very  good !" 
lisped  Clarendon. 
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Lord  Harweden  gave  the  young  coxcomb  ano^ 
ther  short,  but  yery  expressiye  look—without 
pausing  in  what  he  was  about  to  say  to  Percy. 

^*  Still,  Siy,  Mr  Dossiter  has  condescended  to 
convince  me  of  the  impropriety  of  which  I  have 
been  guilty.*" 

^<  Fm  sure,  my  Lord,^  said  Mrs  Dossiter,  <<  my 
good  man  meant  no  such         ^ 

*^  Enough— --enough,  Mrs  Dossiter — ^his  Lord- 
ship is  aware,  that  I  esteem  his  Lordship.^ 

*^  Mr  Dossiter^s  esteem  is  a  valuable  consi- 
deration,^ returned  his  Lordship,  as  if  he  said 
more  than  he  felt— At  least,  so  Percy  inferred 
from  his  manner— -and  in  order,  therefore,  good- 
naturedly  to  turn  the  conversation,  but  without 
the  air  of  intrudon,  he  observed  to  his  Lordship, 
^  That  he  was  much  flattered  by  the  interest  he 
had  expressed  in  his  concerns,  and  that  the  sim- 
ple fact  was,  he  was  about  to  enter  upon  hk 
studies  preparatory  to  being  called  to  the  bar.^ 

*^  Under  the  auspices  of  Mr  Dossiter  ?^  ast 
ed  his  Lordship— with  the  most  eqmvocal  ex- 
pression of  tone  and  countenance. 
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^^  I  hsTe  undertaken,  my  Lord^  to  be  the  ad- 
viser of  Mr  MaUory,"  said*the  lawyer. 

^*  He  cannot  have  an  abler  master.^ 

^^  Your  Lordship^s  partiality  to  Mr  Dossiter  is 
80  flattering,^  simpered  the  Lady. 

"  £nough--enough — Bid — Mrs  Dossiter  !"* 

^^  Mr  Dossiter,  Madam,  knows  that  I  never 
condescend  to  flatter.^' 

^^  Your  Lordship  is  all  goodness,^  returned  the 
lawyer. 

^^  You  flatter,   Mr  Dossiter,  now — and  not 
with  your  usual  discretion.^ 

And  here  Percy  perceiving,  or  thinking  he 
perceived,  that  a  fit  opportunity  presented  itself 
(^making  good  his  retreat  from  a  party  in  which 
he  still  considered  himself  an  intruder,  pleaded 
the  necessity  of  returning  to  his  chambers,  and 
made  his  bow.  Lord  Harweden,  however,  did 
not  sufier  him  to  depart  without  first  assuring 
him,  that  he  should  be  happy  to  meet  him  again, 
and  to  cultivate  his  acquaintance  when  he  should 
be  at  leisure  to  allow  him  that  pleasure-Htnd  that 
Mr  Dossiter  would  inform  him  of  his  address,  and 
so  forth. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

Pebct  began  to  amuse  himself  in  his  way 
home,  in  endeavouring  to  explain  the  oddities 
and  peculiarities  he  could  not  fail  to  observe  in 
the  character  of  his  new  g^ide  and  Mentor. 
There  was  none  of  the  strait-forward  principle  to 
which  he  had  been  accustomed  in  Mr  Paston — 
nor  of  the  blunt  sincerity  of  his  reputed  father. 
Clarendon,  he  had  no  difficulty  in  classing  among 
the  genus  of  coxcombs,  and  Lord  Harweden, 
with  all  his  condescension  towards  himself,  he  de- 
cided to  be  a  proud  man ;  but  of  the  foibles  of  the 
three,  he  felt  more  indulgent  towards  those  of  his 
Lordship — ^not  only  because  Mr  Rycott— for 
whom  he  entertained  a  warmei  afiection  than 
ever— was  proud — ^nor  because  he  felt  that  he 
was  himself  proud,  even  in  the  midst  of  Us  faUaoi 
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fortones — ^but  because  that  proud  man  had  eri- 
dently  relaxed  from  his  habitual  pride,  in  his 
&Tour.  Now,  let  me  be  rightly  understood — 
Percy  was  not  sufficiently  a  casuist  to  have  ar- 
rived at  this  general  conclusion  in  his  Lordship^s 
fiiTour,  by  such  direct  inferences  as  I  have  been 
led  to  draw  for  the  benefit  of  my  readers.  Few 
people  are  aware  how  very  great  is  the  influence 
of  very  slight  circumstances,  in  forming  an  esti- 
mate of  the  characters  of  men.  I  have  known 
the  strong  pressure  of  a  great  man^s  hand— or  a 
b^ievolent  smile  in  favour  of  a  peculiar  hobby, 
win  over  a  party  from  a  long  entertained  preju- 
dice^— and  without  reference  to  the  cause,  induce 
men  to  acknowledge  themselves  in  the  wrong— 
a  concession  of  no  inferior  magnitude— and  to 
admit  that  Mr  So  and  So,  or  my  Lord  Such-an- 
one,  ^^  was  a  very  different  sort  of  person  from 
what  they  had  been  led  to  believe  r 

Percy,  however,  had  not  much  time  for  reflect 
tion,  for  the  distance  from  his  host%  as  we  have 
before  had  occasion  to  remark,  to  his  chambers 
was  trifling;  and  though  a  man  may  think  a 
great  deal  in  a  very  short  space,  there  is  so 
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much  to  occasioB  the  Inrealdng  of  links  m  such 
•  cham,  in  avoiding  the  occasion  of  breaking 
one^s  shins,  or  one*s  head,  in  the  narrow  bustling 
streets  of  London  towards  the  dose  of  evening, 
that  Percy,  who  had  little  ezpmaice  to  guide 
him,  found  it  necessary  to  concentrate  all  his 
powers  of  perception  as  well  as  reflection,  for  ihe 
immediate  and  practical  purpose  of  making  his 
way,  between  porters  and  demireps,  barrow- 
women  and  swaggering  appr^itices,  watchmen 
and  coal-heavers,  which,  with  the  accompani- 
m^ts  of  the  newsman^s  horn  and  ^^  jingling  jar- 
vies,^  Pan^s  pipes  and  brewers^  drays,  ballad- 
singers,  stage-€oaches,  scolding  housewives,  squal- 
ling children,  the  chimes  of  St  Dunstan'^s,  and 
the  mixed  cries  of  "  All  hot,"—**  Sprats  alive,'' 
— "  Green  radishes,''  and  "  New  mackerel,"  creat- 
ed such  a  turmoil  in  our  poor  young  firiend's  pe- 
ricranium, that  when  he  was  safely  ^igulfed 
within  the  sacred  precincts  of  the  Temple,  he  Mi 
in  that  sort  of  stupcor  which  a  man  no  doubt  ex- 
periences— thank  Heaven  I  never  have !— when 
he  has  been  beaten  over  the  head  and  ears,  until 
the  very  senses  are  so  benumbed,  as  to  be  inca- 
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padtated  from  taking  cognizance  of  thie  affair,  or 
even  to  eiqplain  it  immediiitdy  to  the  parties  in^ 
jured. 

13ia  rooms  appeared  an  Elysium  to  him ;  and 
he  threw  himself  exhausted  upon  the  sofS^  which 
stood  invitingly  open  to  receive  him.  Blencow, 
who  had  admitted  him,  demanded  if  anything 
unpleasant  had  occurred — ^when  Percy  looking  up, 
delighted  to  hear  a  voice  to  which  he  had  he&i 
80  long  accustomed,  beheld  his  friend  standing 
before  him,  with  his  coat  half  torn  off  his  back, 
and  a  portion  of  a  raw  beef-steak  secured  by  his 
pocket  handkerchief  over  one  of  his  eyes,  and 
half  the  side  of  his  face. 

"  Why,  what  the  deuce  ails  thee,  BlencoW  ?^ 
cried  Percy,  in  astonishment 

"  Oh !  nothing — the  porter,  as  they  call  him, 
at  the  lodge,  would  tie  it  on."" 

"  Tie  it  on  ! — Why,  what  is  it — and  what  is 
the  meaning  of  it  P — ^has  any  one  injured  you  F^ 
demanded  he,  starting  on  his  legs — and  forgetting 
his  own  wounds  on  the  sensorium-— in  his  anxie^ 
to  probe  the  more  obvious  ones  on  the  visage  of 
his  friend. 
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"  Nothing — ^nothing,^  contmued  Blencow.  ^  t 
gave  as  much  as  I  took — ^but — but         ^ 

"  But  what  ?"" 

**  I  have  lost  your  portfolio  T 

^^  How — ^how,  my  good  Blencow  ? — that  is  a 
serious  loss,  for  it' contains  all  the  little  wealth  I 
possess  in  the  world.^ 

*^  Aye  !  there  it  is — and  I  have  been  half  over 
this  monstrous  town  after  it,  but  have  never 
got  a  glimpse  of  the  gentleman  since.'" 

^^  What  gentleman  are  you  speaking  of  ?^ 

n  Why,  I  he^  to  doubt  his  being  a  gentle- 
man— and  yet  I  never  met  with  such  politeness 
in  my  life.'' 

"  Pray,  pray,  my  good  Blen — tell  me  the 
worst  at  once — something  must  be  immediately 
done.'* 

"  The  short  and  the  long  of  it  is ^ 

"  Prithee,  Blen— let  me  have  the  short  of  it," 
said  Percy,  smiling  at  such  a  commencement,  for 
he  had  long  experience  of  his  friend's  disposition 
to  be  long-winded. 

^^  This,  then,  it  is-— that,  not  liking  to  trust 
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your  portfolio  to  the  porters — ^they  call  every 
thing  from  their  cursed  liquor  here,  I  think— 
for  these  carriers  and  our  door-keepers  are  all  call- 
ed porters." 

<<  Well,  never  mind  what  they  are  called,  Blen- 
cow— you  took  the  portfolio.'" 

^^  Yes,  and  held  it  so  tight  under  my  arm,  that 
I  thought  I  might  have  defied  the  Devil  himself 
to  get  it  from  me — ^but  I  was  just  stopping  to 
look  at  Punch." 

^^  I  warned  you,  my  good  friend,  against  stop- 
ping to  look  at  any  thing,  until  you  knew  this 
town  fcetter." 

<<  True,  Con — ^but  I  forgot  it,  at  the  moment, 
and  it  was  such  a  capital  Punch,  that  I  roared 
again  with  laughing  at  him." 

^^  And,  in  the  mean  time,  some  thief  relieved 
you  of  the  portfolio  ?" 

^*  No  such  thing — I  was  too  sharp  for  him— 
he  gave  a  good  tug  at  it,  that^s  certain,  but  I  was 
as  nimble  as  he— and  I  gave  him,  in  return,  such 
a  back-hander  on  his  chops  — — " 

^*  Oh,  Blencow,  you  have  been  fighting  ?" 
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*'  Only  in  Belf-defence — ^you  only  warned  me 
against  quarrelling.^ 

^<  Those  are  nice  points  of  distinction,  which 
we  cannot  discuss  at  present — ^in  short,  you  lost 
the  parcel  in  the  brawl  P^ 

**  No  such  thing — I  held  it,  as  the  eagle 
clutches  the  lamb — he  never  would  have  got  it 
fipom  me      '   ^ 

^^  How  then  did  you  lose  it  i^ 

^  You  shall  hear— the  fellow  didn't  like  the 
salute  I  gave  him.^ 

•*  So  I  might  conjecture.'*' 

^\  And  he  asked  me  what  I  meant  by  it,  and 
then  two  or  three  others  joined  him,  and  said  I 
had  used  him  ill.  I  told  them  it  was  the  way  I 
should  use  any  man  who  attempted  to  rob  me. 
Upon  this  they  all  set  up  a  yell,  and  adked  the 
man  if  he  meant  to  rob  that  green-horn — I  think 
it  was,  they  called  me. — He  said,.  ^  No,  upon  his 
honor  V  and  then  they  set  upon  me,  saying  I 
diould  give  him  satisfaction. — As  much  as  he 
pleases,  cried  I — and  they  immediately  formed  a 
ring.  I  cried  out,  ^  One  at  a  time,  my  merry 
men,  if  you  please" — upon  which  they  laughed. 
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and  gbouted,  ^  Fair  play — £fdr  play  ;^  and  the  fel- 
low I  had  struck  began  squaring  at  me.  Well,  one 
of  the  genteelest  men  I  ever  saw,  just  such  ano- 
ther as  yourself,  stept  forward,  and  stopt  my  hero 
as  he  aimed  a  blow  at  me— and  asked  him  if  he 
was  such  a  coward,  as  to  attack  a  man  who  hadn\ 
the  use  of  his  arms— -for  he  saw  that  I  held  the 
portfolio  dose  and  tight  under  my  left4irm.  I 
thought  they  would  have  fallen  upon  him  for  his 
pains,  but  no — turning  to  me,  he  said,  in  the  po^ 
litest  way,  *  I  see,  Sir,  you  are  a  stranger  ?"• — 
*  Yes,'  I  answered ;  *  I  have  not  been  four^nd- 
twenty  hours  in  this  vile  place.' — '  I  will  be  your 
firiend,  and  see  you  righted — the  fellow' — said  he' 
to  me  in  a  half  whisper — ^  is  a  blackguard,  and  is 
evidently  surrounded  by  his  bullies— but  an  Eng- 
lish mob  will  never  see  you  injured — a  few  strait 
blows,  well  laid  in,  by  such  an  arm  as  yours, 
fresh  from  the  country,  will  quickly  settle  his  bu- 
siness. I  will  hold  your  letter-case,  and  see  that 
no  advantage  is  taken  of  you.' — By  this  time  my 
man  and  his  backers  had  almost  pushed  us  down, 
when,  giving  my  treasure  into  the  hands  of  the 
gentleman,  he  called  aloud,  ^  Now,  come  on,  you 
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pittfiil  fellows,  and  see  what  my  firiend  can  da, 
now  that  his  liands  are  at  liberty  C  and  to  it  we 
went  sure  enough,  and  I  should  have  finished  my 
man  in  two  rounds,  if,  just  as  I  had  bunged  up 
an  eye,  and  was  following  it  up  with  my  left 
hand,  some  one  had  not  tripped  me  up,  and  laid 
me  open  to  a  blow,  which  returned  the  compliment 
in  kind,  and  laid  me  sprawling.*" 

"  But  the  portfolio  ?**  demanded  Percy,  whose 
patience  was  nearly  exhausted  in  the  detail. 

"  That  I  never  beheld  more— nor  the  gentle- 
man who  took  charge  of  it — and  I  was  no  less 
surprised  at  my  opponent  yielding  the  victory  to 
me  at  the  very  moment,  when  he  appeared  to  have 
it  in  his  own  hands — ^than  to  find,  that  not  a 
single  being  to  whom  I  applied  knew  any  thing 
of  the  gentleman,  or ^ 

"  My  portfolio. — Well — ^we  must  remedy  the 
evil  as  well  as  we  can. — The  order  for  the  pay- 
ment of  my  legacy  is  upon  Mr  Dossiter,  and  he 
must  be  immediately  informed  of  what  has  taken 
place. — Aa  for  my  watch,  which  I  value  as  an 
old  firiend — and  placed,  as  I  had  hoped,  in  a  more 
secure  birth  than  my  own  pocket,  I  must,  I  sup- 
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poee,  resign  it,  as  I  know  no  means  of  recovering 
it.  It  is  necessary  I  should  s§nd-— or  go  to  Mr 
Dossiter  immediately,  and  yet ^ 

^^  The  man  at  yon  gate  told  me  there  were 
messengers  enow  belonging  to  you  gentlemen  stu- 
dents— but  I  can  go  myself." 

"  No,  Blencow,  you  have  suffered  enough  in 
the  cause  ahready — just  step  and  inquire  for  one 
of  these  messengers.'" 

"  Why,  they  are  called  porters  too.'' 

"  Psha— never  mind,  Blencow — ^let  one  be 
sought,  whatever  be  his  name,  whilst  I  write  the 
note." 

This  affair  was  soon  despatched,  and  Percy 
b^an  to  ponder  upon  his  future  arrangements, 
which  he  could  not  clothe  in  very  bright  hues, 
when  he  reflected  upon  the  events  which  had  oc- 
curred during  the  very  short  career  of  his  expe- 
rience of  a  London  life. — He  was  interrupted, 
however,  by  Blencow,  who  just  recollected  what 
he  had  forgotten  in  the  scuffle,  and  its  consequen- 
ces— ^namely,  a  note,  which  had  been  sent  to  the 
inn  after  Percy  left  it,  and  which  his  gentlemanly 
patron,  who  had  carried  off  the  more  valuable 
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spoils,  had  left  peaceably  in  his  pocket. — ^Percy 
opened  it,  and  read  as  follows : 

"  My  Deae  Sie, 

^^  A  circumstance  of  the  most  pressing  na- 
ture, which  I  dare  not  commit  to  paper,  has  un- 
expectedly occurred  to  call  me  from  town,  and 
will  consequently  deprive  Mrs  Dossiter  and  my- 
self of  the  pleasure  we  had  promised  ourselves,  of 
seeing  you  at  dinner  to^y. — I  shall  certainly 
return  in  the  morning — as  a  man  of  business  can 
never  be  long  absent  from  head-quarters.  Let 
us  hope,  therefore,  it  is  only  a  pleasure  deferred, 
and  that  you  will  gratify  us,  by  joining  our  &- 
mily  circle  at  six  o^dock  to-morrow. 
"  I  request  you  will  believe  me  to  be, 
**  Truly  and  sincerely, 

"  Yours,  , 

^^  Clement  Dossitee. 

**  Chancery  Lane,     i 
*'  Tuesday  Jftemo(m.  | 

**  P.  S. — Pray  bum  this,  when  read.'' 
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Percy  was  unused  to  Jlnease  of  any  sort,  and 
was,  therefore,  for  some  time,  at  a  loss  to  account 
fiir  the  evident  contradiction  between  the  lawyer'^s 
statement,  and  the  evidence  of  his  own  senses ; 
but  although  unacquainted  with  the  little  intrica- 
cies of  intrigue,  he  had  sufficient  knowledge  of 
human  nature,  to  infer  that  some  n^otive,  which 
he  was  not  at  liberty  to  explain,  had  operated  to 
produce  a  change  in  Mr  Dossiter^s  arrangements, 
and  to  render  him,  if  not  an  unwelcome,  at  least 
an  unseasonable  visitor.  Why  that  gentleman 
should  not  have  told  the  truth  at  once,  which 
Percy  would  have  done  in  a  similar  predicament, 
he  could  not  pretend  to  determine,  and,  in  spite 
of  his  native  ingenuousness,  which  would  have 
disposed  him  to  put  the  best  possible  construction 
even  upon  doubtftd  appearances,  he  was  led  to 
infer,  that  Mr  Dossiter  was  not,  at  bottom,  a  man 
of  perfect  sincerity.  So  strai^ely  do  persons  rea- 
son who  are  new  to  the  world,  from  their  utter 
ignorance  of  the  *^  petites  morales^  which  govern 
sode^  in  a  high  state  of  civilization. 

In  his  general  inference  from  the  occurrences 
of  the  day,  however,  Percy  was  pretty  nearly  cor- 
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rect,  for  tlie  simple  fiict  was.  Lord  Harwecfen, 
whose  Bgent  Mr  Dossiter  had  been  for  many  years, 
had  arrived  unexpectedly  in  town,  and  wishing  for 
a  private  conference  with  him  npon  some  afiaars 
of  importance,  wrote  to  the  lawyer  at  four  o^dodt 
to  say,  that,  if  he  was  ^*  quite  aUme^  he  would 
dine  with  him,  for  the  purpose  of  ^^  talking  them 
over.^  To  refuse  his  Lordship  was  out  of  the  ques- 
tion with  Mr  Dossiter-^to  put  off  a  lad  raw  fimn 
the  country  was  the  affair  of  a  moment,  and  any 
excuse  would  be  readily  accepted  by  him.  The 
note  was  despatched,  and  all  that  Mrs  Dostitet 
had  to  do,  was  to  instruct  her  housekeeper  that  a 
peer,  instead  of  a  young  law-student,  was  to  be  en- 
tertained on  that  day — ^and  her  own  maid  that  a 
dress  toilette  was  to  be  made— instead  of  a  fiunily 
deshabille. 

These  preparations,  however,  were  thrown  away 
upon  Lord  Harweden,  whose  attention  was  as  lit- 
tle attracted  to  the  lady^s  dress  or  person,  as  t6 
the  more  active  labours  of  the  inferior  (trtiete. 
His  Lordship  had  suffered  too  much  from  his  de^ 
votion  to  both — ^though  not  in  the  service  of  the 
immediately  presiding  deities — ^in  the  course  of 
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sixty  years,  to  reckon  beauty,  or  even  high  living, 
any  longer  the  first  olgects  of  existence ;  but  he 
was  seriously  disappointed,  and  somewhat  offend- 
ed, at  the  apparent  liberty  of  his  host,  in  bringing 
him  into  the  company  of  a  stranger,  when  he  had 
expressly  conditioned  for  a  tiie-iMte^^for  he  con- 
sidered—>if  the  truth  must  be  speifea — both  Mrs 
Dossiter  and  her  son,  although  he  had  honored 
$fi^^  hUeat  with  the  family  name,  when  he  was 
spoiisor  fiir  him  at  his  baptism,  as  mere  side-dishes, 
which  mij^.  and  would  be  withdrawn  like  other 
removes^  when  they  had  answered  the  purpose  of 
fiJQii^  for  a  tim^  a  place  at  the  table. 

Mr  Dossiter^s  emphatically  whisp^ed  intima- 
tion  of  Percy^s  being  an  ^^  unexpected^  guest,  sa- 
tisfied hig  Lordship,  and  Percy  himself,  fi-om  the 
Tery  freshness  of  his  character,  gave  a  sest  to  the 
entertaiiunent  which  his  Lordship  had  not  antici- 
pated, and  affi)rded,  for  the  time,  relief  to  a  mind 
which  was  not  sufficiently  at  ease  with  itself  to  to- 
lerate the  joint  absurdities  and  intrusive  fomiliarip- 
ty  of  the  mother  and  the  son  of  his  man  of  busi- 
ness. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

On  the  succeeding  morning' Percy  received  a 
visit  from  young  Dossiter,  who  came  with  a  mes- 
sage from  his  fiither — ^but  so  metamorphosed^  that 
our  friend  was  at  some  loss  to  identify  the  person 
before  him  with  his  companion  at  the  dinner-taUe 
of  the  preceding  day.  He  now  looked,  what  he 
really  was,  a  derk  in  his  father'^s  office.  He  ap- 
peared in  a  plain  blue  coat,  seedy  and  worn  from^ 
the  elbow  downwards — a  black  waistcoat,  drab 
small-clothes,  here  and  there  sprinkled  with  ink 
stars— cotton  hose,  which  indicated  the  state  of 
the  streets,  and  stout  shoes,  significantly  named 
^^  High-lows,^  to  encounter  them  in  any  state. 
He  carried  the  signs  of  his  professional  avocations 
to  his  very  finger-ends— which  were  black  and  in- 
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daited  with  the  moming's  labour  at  <<  quiU-driv- 
ing." 

He  Btill,  indeed,  retained  sufficient  traits  of  the 
coxcomb  to  establish  his  identity — ^but  the  style 
was  altogether  at  variance  with  his  ^'  haUts  in  the 
afternoon.^  He  was  flippant,  loquacious,  and 
very  communicative,  and  seemed  much  disposed 
to  ^^  make  the  agreeable^  with  Percy.  He  ac 
quainted  him  with  the  measures  his  fiither  had 
taken  in  consequence  of  his  note  of  the  night  be- 
fore. The  loss  of  Percy  was  confined  to  certain 
papers  and  docuvients  relative  to  the  late  dis- 
covery of  his  birth,  and  a  few  letters,  which,  with 
his  watch,  Mr  Dossiter  considered  as  irrecoverably 
gone.  The  order  for  the  amount  of  his  l^acy 
had  not  been  presented,  and  the  payment  being 
stopped,  there  was  nothing  to  apprehend  in  that 
quarter. 

The  young  lawyer  took  a  chair,  as  if  he  intend- 
ed to  bestow  more  of  his  company  upon  Percy 
than  was  necessary  for  the  mere  office  of  messen* 
ger  upon  express  business.  He  even  proceeded 
to  sound  the  depths  of  his  knowledge  touching 
the  world  into  which  he  was  about  to  enter,  and 
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was  by  no  means  sparing  in  his  supply  of  informa- 
tion where  he  found  his  auditor  deficient  His 
olgect — ^if  he  had  any — appeared  to  be  to  shew 
that  habits  of  business  were  perfectly  reoondle- 
able  with  the  pursuits  of  pleasure  in  the  great  me- 
tropolis— and  whilst  the  morning  was  stricdy  ap- 
propriated to  the  one — ^the  relaxation  offinred  by 
the  other  was  not  only  allowaUe,  but  that,  physi- 
cally speaking,  it  tended  to  invigorate  the  mind 
and  sharpen  the  intellect  How  far  Percy  was  a 
convert  to  the  philosophy  of  the  communicative 
clerk,  it  is  not  for  us  to  say;  but  he  certainly 
thought  less  contemptibly  of  him  than  he  had  done 
a  few  hours  before— and  made  a  very  feeUe  resist- 
ance to  tile  pressing  invitation  he  received  to  join 
a  small  party  of  young  law-students— -as  Dosdter 
-called  them — at  a  neighbouring  cofiee-house,  on 
the  succeeding  day.  Percy — thinking  himself 
called  upon  to  say  something — ^reverted  to  tiie  oc- 
currences which  had  made  him  an  intruder  at  old 
Dossiter'^s  table,  when  it  was  evident  measures  had 
been  taken  to  prevent  it. 

"  Oh  !  hang  it,''  answered  die  young  lawyer — 
"  it  isn't  wortii  a  moment's  thought.     The  old 
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one  ibonj^t  you  mij^t  be  in  the  way  with  Wmc- 

"With  whom?* 

"  Bacweden — ^we  drop  titles  now-a-daya— Jialf 
exploded^—  quite  amcHig  friends — they  had  bus- 
iness to  talk  over^  and  so— both  you  and  I  were 
lOpnsidered  ^  de  trop^"" 

"  I  wish  Mr  Dossiter  had  informed  me.^ 

"  He  did  so—didn't  he?— He  told  me  hehad 
written  you  a  nofte.^ 

"  Which  unfinrtonatdy  did  not  reaeh  me  till 
fOQ  late  to  save  me  from  the  m^nrtification.*    ' 

"  Mortifieation!— fudge  j— What harn^ did  the 
postpoiiement  of  thenr  consultation? — Besides^  his 
\pfoud  Lordship  seemed  much  disposed  to  cmide- 
scend  towards  you.^ 

"  'Still  I  was  forced  upcm  him.*^ 

"  And  how  the  deuce  d'ye  think  men  get  on  in 
.  this  great  town — but  by  forcing  themselyes  into 
every  company  where  there  is  anything  to  be 
got'' 

"  I  ^hall  certainly  not  get  (m  in  that  way," 
said  Percy,  smilii^. 

"  All  in  good  time— you're  not  yet  brok^  in 
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— ^Why — ^would  you  b^fieve  it,  when  I  started 
firom  my  academical  pursuits  I  was  as  shy  as  a 
three-year-old  just  off  grass  !^ 

<<  You  had  the  advantage,  then,  of  a  univeni^ 
education  ?^ 

^'  Not  I— I  owe  my  whole  stock  of  syntax  and 
Cocker  to  the  academy  at  Bow,  and  dad  said,  cm 
my  d^mtj  that  he  should  never  be  able  to  make  a 
lawyer  of  me,  I  was  so  confoundedly  modest— but 
what  with  his  tutoring,  and  the  advantage  of  good 
society,  I  am — as  you  see  me.^ 

^^  I  have  seen  you  in  tMs  short  time,^  said 
Percy,  again  smiling,  ^'  in  two  characters.^ 

<<  And  in  which  do  you  like  me  best  s^ 

^^  That  is  a  question  which  your  very  versatility 
renders  it  difficult  to  answer.^ 

'^  But  you  have  defined  the  talent— and  your 
discernment  flatters  me.*^ 

^<  What  talent  ?^  asked  Percy,  somewhat  pas- 
sed. 

'^  My  versatility— which  is  worth  its  weight  in 
gold — ^in  the  currency  of  the  metropdis.^ 

Percy  thought  the  conversation  had  been  push- 
ed as  far  as  it  could  go,  without  drawing  firom  him 
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something  which  might  wound  the  setf-love  of  his 
companion.  He,  therefore,  took  up  the  note  he 
had  reoeiTed  from  the  elder  Doesiter,  and,  in  a 
half-Iaughingtone,  asked  Clarendon,  ^<  Why  his  fi^ 
ther  had  not  stated  the  &ct,  rather  than  conde- 
scend to  an  artificial  plea  for  not  being  able  to  re- 
criye  him  ?" 

"  When  you  know  the  old  boy  better,  you  wiH 
be  able  to  answer  your  own  question.  He  always 
prefers  a  circumbendibus  to  a  strait  line,  and 
would  rather  tell  you  his  age  than  the  road  he 
means  to  take— although  it  may  only  be  to  a 
dient  whom  he  sees  every  day>  or  to  his  tailor 
to  have  a  butUm  sewn  on  his  breeches.  He 
professes  to  know  every  thing  and  every  body, 
whilst,  in  fiict,  he  shuts  up  every  av^iue  to  infOT- 
madon,  by  a  habit,  contracted  in  his  profession, 
of  stopping  people  before  they  have  half  finished 
what  they  have  to  say — so  that  he  is  generally 
supplied  with  only  half  a  &ctor  a  report,  and  the 
necessity  of  making  a  supplement  or  conclusion  to 
it,  renders  him  cautious  in  communicating  it,  al- 
though he  can  keep  nothing  to  himself-— and  thus 
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gives  him  alternately  the  air  of  a  cbnspintor  or  a 
grand  inquisitor.*' 

<^  You  Appeoor  skilful  in  drawing  fiunily  poiv 
traits,''  observed  Percy,  with  an  air-^not  of  le- 
proad,  but  which  could  not  be  mistalren  ftr  wip- 


^<  No !— old  Dossiter  has  marked  features^  and 
is  easily  hit  off  by  a  caricaturist.'' 

^  You  would  not  avow  yoursdf  the  caricatu- 
rist of  a  parent?" 

^<  Why  not  ?-^it  would  be  more  rudely  dcetdi- 
ed  by  the  hand  of  a  stranger^-^fiMm  n'tmporle-^ 
'By  the  bye,  Harweden  was  deucedly  inquisitive 
about  you,  after  you  left  us  yesterday-Hod  fil- 
ther  bq^  to  look  mysterious  oo  ■  I  took  my- 
self off  to  the  qpera^-«nd  left  him  to  tell  your 
whole  story,  which  I  have  no  doubt  he  did— in 
his  own  way.—- But  you  havn't  obeyed  his  iiguiic- 
dons." 

"  In  what  respect?" 

^'  In  burning  his  note." 

'^  It  does  not  contain  any  thing  of  very  great 
importance,"  observed  Percy,  as  he  threw  it  into 
the  fire. 

10 
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^*  It  might,**  Teturned  the  other,  "  and  the 
caudous  habits  of  the  old  gentl^nan  extend  to 
possiUMes  as  well  as  probaUlities." 

'^  Mr  Dossiter  is  not  an  old  man,  as         ^ 

^'  Old  enough  to  be  my  father  ergo  emphasin 
groHA — as'I  beliere  we'had  it  at  school,  it  seems 
to  mark  the  distinction  between  us.^ 

Here  the  conversadon  was  sufiered  to  languish 
on  the  part  of  Percy,  who,  with  all  the  vivacity 
of  youth,  might  easily  be  induced,  perhaps,  to 
yield  to  temptations  which  are  concealed  under 
the  lure  of  some  captivating  disguise-— but  intui- 
tively shrank  from  any  thing  that  evinced  an 
'habitual  contempt  of  principle  and  decency* 

After  dinner,  on  that  day,  when  Percy  was 
left  Ute-a4Ste  with  the  elder  Dossiter^^for  the 
younger  rarely  dined  at  home,  as  his  father  rather 
encouraged  him  in  what  certain  men  call  ^  ex- 
tending their  acquaintance,^  or  **  making  friends'* 
— ^he  mentioned  his  wishes  with  regard  to  Blencow, 
to  whom  he  expressed  himself  under  considerable 
obligations,  for  twice  saving  his  life — and  here 
he  sighed  at  the  recollection  of  the  partner  of  his 
danger,  in  one  instance — and  independently  of 
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hifi  having  been  his  boyish  friend  and  companion 
from  the  earliest  period  of  his  recollection. 

Dossiter  having  paused  a  few  seconds— looked 
cautiously  round  the  room— rose— hununed  a 
tune — and  walked  towards  the  door  which  com^ 
municated  with  his  office ;— returning,  he  drew  his 
chair  nearer  to  Percy— and  lowering  his  voice  to 
the  tone  of  perfect  confidence,  asked,  ^^  What  were 
the  habits  and  qualifications  of  the  young  man  T 
—Percy  informed  him,  that  he  had  received  a 
fiur  but  common  education,  to  which  something 
had  been  added,  through  the  kindness  of  his  own 
tutor,  Mr  Paston — that  he  wrote  an  excellent 
hand — ^was  a  very  good  accountant— and  that, 
from  his  own  knowledge  of  him,  he  could  affirm, 
that  his  principles  and  morals  were  unezception* 
able. 

'^  Enough— enough,  my  good  young  friend — 
morals  and  principles  we  have  nothing  to  do  wi)h.^ 

"  Sir ! — ^morals  and  principles  ?"" 

**  Hush ! — ^hush  !— donH  speak  so  loud — ^you 
will  be  overheard.'* 

^^  Surely  there  is  nothing  to  be  ashamed  or 
afraid  of,  in  avowing  one's  approbation  of——" 
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*^  Enough — I  know  what  you  would  say^^but 
let  that  pass — I  am  well  acquainted  with  men 
and  things— he  writes  a  good  hand— and  is  a  to- 
leraUe  accountant  r 

^<  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  he  — — ^ 

<<  Enough— enough — ^he^s  no  algebraist — we 
want  no  such  thing — but  ^  and  again  he 

took  a  survey  of  the  apartment,  as  if  some  one 
might  have  obtained  admission  on  tiptoe ;  ^*  but 
-— ^  hd  is — there  is  a  cleric  in  my  office— don^t 
be  in  a  hurry — I  have  begun  at  the  wrong  end— 
if — I  say — if  I  could  by  any  means  give  your 
young  friend  a  seat  at  one  of  my  dedu— as  a 
proof  of  my  esteem  for  you,  Mr  Percy  — — ^ 

^^  My  dear  Sir,  I  feel  that  I  have  no  ^Jaim 
upon  you  whatever — I  only  meant -'• 

<<  Enough — ^I  know  what  you  mean — and  would 
make  any  arrangements  to  meet  your  wishes— 
that  is — ^would  get  over  any  difficulties.^ 

<*  It  must  not  be,  my  good  Sir— I  do  not  look 
so  high  for  my  friend.^ 

^^  Hush  ! — ^you  have  a  right  to  look  as  high  as 
you  please— there  is  a  certain  rich  man  has  a 
deep  interest  in  you.^ 
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«  I  widi  he  had  an  interest  in  poor  Blenoav, 
for  I  am  not  calculiUied  to  seek  for  a  patron.''^ 
This  was  said  somewhat  proudly— Dosdter  un- 
derstood it,  but  took  no  further  notice  of  ^mat* 
t^  or  the  manner. 

<<  A  situation  in  an  c/lRce  like  mine,  my  youi^ 
Sneady  is  a  good  stepping^tone.** 

<<  I  repeat,  it  is  too  high  an  one  finr  my  caadi- 
date."* 

<<  You  willgrant  something  to  my  experiencev 
.    *'  Ev«y  thbg.  Sir— only  I  would  not  pre- 
sume up^i         ^ 
.    "  Enough— I  know  what  you  wowM  say-F-*ttt 

I  think  it  possible,  I  mxy  be  able  to  cany  your 
point  Thare  is,""  drawing  his  chair  still  closer 
to  that  of  Percy,  "  a  derk  in  my  office— wh«n 
it  is  my  intention-*that  is,  it  will  apm  the 
Toad  to  y<Hir  prot^,  if  I  can  consistently  get  rid 
—I  mean,  otherwise  dispose  of  him.— In  truth, 
he  is  a  tattling  eaves-dropping  sort  of  news-car- 
rier, and  I  have  long — ^that  is— -it  has  just  struck 
mc,  that  the  opportunity  oi  oUiging  you — and 
through  you,  my  <dd  and  respected  friend,  Mr 
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Kycbtt>  ■  wight  be  aflfordcd^  by  getdng  rid  ef  this 


^*  I  beg,  thttt  you  will  not  think  of  doing  in. 
jfigdoe  to  Ihb-  person,  on  account         ^ 

^  Hush  .'-^-between  ourselyes,  he  is  a  worthless 
fA>w,  and  I  want  just  snch  a  substitute — ^thatis, 
I  Aould  be  happy  to  replace  him,  with  any  man 
yon  think  worthy  of  calling  a  friend.^ 

Mr  Dossiter  had  betrayed  his  own  cause,  by 
tbet  much  refining  upon  it— -and  as  he  proceeded, 
Percy  ftk  that  his  delicacy  was  misplaced.  He, 
therefore,  dosed-— subject  ta  the  conenirence  of 
Blencow  himself— with  the  lawyer^s  proposals, 
who  had,  in  fiict,  been  looking  out  for  the  very 
description  of  person,  whom  Percy,  in  the  l«b- 
guage  of  truth — ^which  is  intelligible,  though  not 
always  agreeable  to  the  practice  of  the  more  artir- 
ficial  man  of  the  world— had  described  in  the  per- 
son of  Blencow.  He  was  not,  however,  aware, 
Aat,  if  he  had  lomply  stated  the  fact,  his  compa- 
nion would  hare  felt  the  obligation,  to  the  fiill, 
as  great,  and  have  left  the  house  with  an  infi^ 
nitely  higher  opinion  of  his  host  than  he  did. 

Percy  was  {leased  with  his  achievement,  how- 
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ever  annoyed  in  the  prosecution  of  it — and  stSl 
more  when,  upon  communicating  the  informatiiHi 
to  Blencow,  the  young  man  not  only  expressed 
his  gratitude  in  the  most  glowing  tenns,  but  de- 
dared,  that  it  was  the  very  employment  to  which 
his  ambition  had  l<mg  aspired,  and  that  it  was 
doubly  gratifying  firom  the  circumstance  of  keep- 
ing him  so  immediately  within  reach  of  his  old 
friend  and  companion. 

This  being  settled,  Percy,  in  a  manner,  consi- 
dered himself  fiiirly  launched— «nd,  having  wait- 
ed upon  an  eminent  special  pleader  to  whom  Mr 
Dossiter  had  given  him  an  introduction,  he  re- 
solved to  lose  no  time  by  '^  making  arrangements^ 
— a  process  which  keeps  people  in  the  anturoom 
half  their  lives — ^but  actually  to  set  to  work  dog- 
gedly,  and  (U  once. 

He  recollected  his  engagement  to  meet  young 
Dojssiter  at  dinner  on  that  day,  and  at  the  iqp- 
pointed  time,  was  ushered  into  a  private  room  of 
^e  appointed  coffee-house,  where  he  found  two 
or  three  fashionably  dressed  young  men  lounging 
about  a  table  prepared  for  dinner.  He  bowed  up- 
on entering,  and  his  salutation  was  9lightly  re- 
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turned  by  the  company,  who  seemed  unprepared 
for  their  new  guest.  Poor  Percy — the  least  in- 
trusive  of  human  beings — seemed  destined  for 
ever,  by  the  sport  of  circumstances,  to  be  placed 
in  the  light  of  an  intruder. 

^'  I  believe  I  am  right,  gentlemen,^  said  he ; 
*^  I  trust  the  waiter  has  not  made  any  mistake— 
I  am  here  by  the  appointment  of  Mr  Clarendon 
Dossiter.*" 

**  Oh  !  Clarendon'^s  firiend,"  said  one  of  the  par- 
ty. *^  I  beg  your  pardon.  Sir — ^he  is  always 
Ute.'* 

^^  It  is  part  of  his  business,^  observed  another 
more  civilly  approaching  Percy. 

<^  He  is  not  the  last,^  said  a  third  young  man, 
who  threw  aside  the  paper  he  had  been  reading, 
and  also  joined  the  party. 

"  If  he  were,  I  should  certainly  order  dinner,'' 
said  one  of  the  groupe.  ^^  I  have  no  notion  of 
the  impertinence  of  keeping  others  waiting  for  the 
sake  of  playing  fine.'" 

"  Come— come,''  answered  a  companion ;  "  we 
must  not  quarrel  with  Clarendon's  fooleries-^- 
they  are  his  best  recommendations." 

vol:  II.  R 
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Percy  fielt  rather  awkward.  He  was  not  suffi- 
dently  acquainted  with  young  Dosdter  to  set  up 
for  his  champion—- and  yet  he  could  not  help  feel- 
ing that  these  animadyefsions  upon  the  character 
of  his  chaperoriy  made  a  sort  of  rebound  upon  his 
own  shoulders.  Nothing,  however,  was  to  be 
sMd— unless  he  meant  to  resent  these  attacks— 
and  he  wisely  enough  determined  to  avoid  this. 

It  was  not  long  before  the  rest  of  the  party  en- 
tered the  room^-with  the  exception  of  young  Dos- 
siter— and  dinner  was  immediately  ordered  and 
served  up. 

Percy  now  felt  his  situation  still  more  awkward, 
thus  seated  among  six  or  seven  utter  strangers ; 
the  later  portion  of  whom  could  not  account  for 
his  being  there  at  all — and  none  of  them  knowing 
even  by  what  name  to  address  him.  He  perceiv- 
ed one  man,  stooping  as  if  to  recover  a  fidlen  nap- 
kin, whisper  an  inquiry  into  a  lieighbour^s  ear— 
and  in  withdrawing  his  attention  from  so  obvious 
a  confirmation  of  the  justice  of  his  own  feelings, 
he  caught  the  eye  of  another  directed  to  an  oppo- 
site neighbour,  with  a  wink,  which  the  act  of  ad- 
justing his  shirt  coUar  was  intended  to  conceal. 
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It  bad,  however,  been  good-natuiedly  numaged, 
that  the  vacant  seat  for  the  absentee  should  be 
left  next  to  Percy,  in  order  to  afford  him  the  full 
advantage  of  his  aUy,  when  he  should  think  pro- 
per to  make  his  appearance. 

This  was  not  until  every  one  had  finished  his 
portion  of  soup  and  fish.  Then,  and  not  till 
then,  the  door  was  thrown  open,  and  Clarendon 
Dosdter  made  his  entr^,  dressed  even  more  extra- 
vagantly than  on  the  first  evening  Percy  had  met 
him.  He  gave  his  hat  to  the  waiter,  directing 
him  to  hold  it  as  he  placed  it  in  his  hand — and, 
with  a  mincing  gait  and  absent  air,  gently  inclin- 
ed his  body  as  he  advanced  to  take  his  seat 

^'  You  see  we  make  no  stranger  of  you,^  said 
die  person  who  was  in  the  chair. 

'<  Quite  right — I  had  forgotten  all  about  it"" 

**  All  about  what  ?""  asked  his  opposite  neigh- 
bour. 

*<  My  engagCTient  of  to-day"" — as  he  sipped  his 
somp. 

"  And,"  observed  Percy,  somewhat  nettled  at 
his  total  inattention  to  him,  ^*  to  have  also  forgot- 
ten your  invitation  to  me,  which  has,  I  fear,  very 
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much  the  appearance  of  an  intrusion,  on  my  part, 
upon ^^ 

"  Bless  me  !*"  cried  the  young  hiwyer,  gently 
depositing  his  spoon  on  the  side  of  his  plate, 
^^  what  a  head  of  the  no  heads  is  mine — Give  me 
leave,  gentlemen,  to  present  to  your  particular  ac- 
quaintance, my  friend,  for  whom  I  entertain  the 
most  perfect  esteem,  Mr — Mr— Mr — ^Percy  Mal- 
lory.'* 

Percy  coloured  with  indignation,  and  was  on 
the  point  of  spoiling  the  coxcomb^s  appetite  for 
dinner — ^but  checking  himself,  he  bowed  to  each 
of  the  party  as  they  were  severally  named,  as  Mr 
Brown,  Mr  Day,  Mr  Butler,  Mr  Astley,  Mr  Dix- 
on, Mr  Baxter,  and  Mr  Hooper. 

There  was  nothing  extraordinary  in  this  cata- 
logue, but  there  was  a  ridiculous  affectation  of 
misapplying  the  names  to  the  different  persona- 
ges round  the  table,  which,  far  from  giving  of- 
fence, only  occasioned  peals  of  laughter,  termi- 
nating by  ^jwo  or  three  ejaculations  of"  Bravoj  Cla- 
rendon V*  which  he  received  as  he  proceeded  in  his 
dinner,  with  the  most  immoveable  sangfroid. 

Percy  had  never  witi^essed  anything  of  this 
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sort  before — ^nor  could  he  conceive  any  motive 
that  should  induce  a  young  man— -evidently  of  no 
despicable  parts— to  volunteer  to  become  the 
butt  of  a  company — ^for  such  he  seemed  to  be — 
and  seemed  desirous  to  be.  A  sort  of  hoaxing 
scene  ensued,  from  which  even  practical  jokes 
were  not  excluded,  whilst  the  attendants  were  in 
the  room.  Percy  must  have  been  a  dead  weight 
on  the  party,  for  he  neither  took  a  part  in  what 
was  going  forward,  nor — such  was  his  want  of 
taste— exhibited  any  very  prominent  symptoms  of 
being  diverted  by  it;  but  there  was  nothing  per- 
sonally offensive  to  himself  in  all  this,  and  he 
did  not  feel  justified  in  abruptly  leaving  the  par- 
ty, whatever  luxury  might  at  the  moment  present 
itself  to  his  imagination,  in  the  indulgence  of  a 
book  and  solitude  in  his  own  chambers.  As  the 
bottle  circulated,  after  the  cloth  had  been  remov- 
ed, something  more  like  conversation  than  had 
hitherto  been  observed,  began  to  make  its  way— 
and  Percy,  who  was  anything  rather  than  a  &s- 
tidious  or  unsociable  character,  was  glad  to  have 
an  opportunity  afforded  him,  of  shewing  that  he 
did  not  consider  himself  above  his  company. 
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There  was,  however,  too  much  of  locality,  if  I 
may  be  allowed  the  expressioii,  in  the  nature  of 
the  topics  discussed,  to  admit  of  his  partaking 
very  largely  in  them-Hstill,  while  men  tfilk — 
whatever  their  situation  or  occupation  in  lifi>— 
something  is  to  be  gleaned  which  we  did  not 
know  before,  and  a  good  listener  is  frequaitly 
as  desirable  an  acquisition  to  a  party,  as  even  a 
more  agreeable  talker. 

^^  Have  you  made  out  that  plea,^  demanded 
Mr  President  Brown,  addressing  Mr  Day,  ^^  whidi 
old  Signandseal  quoted  on  Monday  ?^ 

^*  ^Tis  as  plain  as  the  nose  on  my  face  !^ 

*^  That^s  plain  enough,"^  retorted  the  querist, 
and  a  loud  laugh  ensued;  ^<  but  I  asked  a  serious 
question.^ 

'^  Then  you  should  be  fined  a  bumper,  Jerany 
Girkin,^  exclaimed  Mr  Butler. — ^Another  laugh. 

**  Not  when  it  produced  so  very  entertaining 
an  answer  !^  exclaimed  Mr  Dixon,  who  was  ob- 
liged to  raise  his  voice,  in  order  to  be  heaid 
amid  the  general  roar  of  these  readily  excited 
peals  of  mirth. 

"  It  would  have  been  well  for  you.  Jumper 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


CHAPTKB  XI.  268 

Dixon,^  retorted  Mr  Day,  ^*  if  you  had  been 
prepared  with  as  ready  an  one,  when  Beetle 
Bentbiow  asked  you  how  you  would  draw  a  re^ 
plication,  in  the  case  of  Stubbs  verstu  Ingram  r 

**  There^s  a  Rowland  for  your  Oliver,  Master 
Jun^ier,^  cried  Hooper;  '<  how  will  you  digest 
thatr 

**  Better  than  your  wit,  my  friend,  though 
both  are  indigestible  enough,^— and  a  roar  at  the 
expense  of  Mr  Dixon,  nicknamed,  why  or  where- 
fore we  know  not,  Jumper,  followed. 

*^  DonH  mind  them,  Dixon,^  cried  the  presi- 
dent in  a  mock  tone  of  condolence;  ^^  they  canH 
say  youVe  a  plodder.^ 

^^  It  would  be  well  for  you,  if  you  could  be  so 
easily  acquitted.  Black  Phish,^  retorted  Dixon, 
and  the  shifting  laughers  were  now  all  on  his 
side. 

^*  ni  bet  you,^  exclaimed  the  president,  who 
did  not  sit  easily  under  the  implied  censure  of 
his  natural  parts,  <<  FU  bet  you  a  cool  hundred 
I  get  three  briefs  to  your  one,  in  our  first  circuit, 
MrDixcm.'' 

"  On  the  contrary,''  returned  Dix<m,  "  ITl  bet 
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the  odds  in  your  favour,  if  you  go  the  home 
circuit  V"  an  appalling  burst  overwhelmed  Mr 
Brown — ^for  although  the  reader  may  not  catch 
the  point,  the  gentleman  himself  did — ^being  the 
son  of  an  attorney  in  very  extensive  practice,  in 
the  circuit  to  which  he  was  in  Ml  training,  and 
for  which  another  term  woidd  qualify  him. 

It  will  be  observed,  that  Clarendon  Dosater 
took  as  little  share  in  the  conversation  as  Percy, 
excepting  a  single  parenthesis,  in  which  <^  shop*" 
was  singly  but  contemptuously  articulated ;  but 
their  motives  were  so  fiur  different,  that  the  one 
was  silent  ^m  being  unprepared  to  enter  the 
lists — ^the  other  from  a  disdainfrd  resolution  not 
to  CTter  them.  The  laugh  at  the  expense  of 
Mr  Brown — Black  Plush,  as  he  was  called  by  his 
own  familiar  friends — ^being  followed  by  a  pause, 
whilst  he  was  mustering— it  is  to  be  presumed — 
some  more  pointed  repartee  against  his  opponent, 
Clarendon  availed  himself  of  it,  to  exhibit  a  very 
unceremonious  and  unrestrained  yawn,  as  he 
threw  himself  back  in  his  chair,  and  dipped  the 
comer  of  his  napkin  into  a  finger-glass  which 
stood  before  him.     It  is  said  that  when  men -are 
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disposed  to  bugb,  the  smallest  possible  particle 
of  proYocatioii  is  sufficient  to  incite  this  species 
of  the  pasrio  hysterica — our  readers  might  els^ 
be  somewhat  surprised  to  learn  that  this  "  yawn,^ 
which,  upon  other  occasions,  and  under  other 
circumstances,  might  have  been  resented  as^  an 
insult  upon  the  company,  was  here  received  with 
convulsive  bursts  of  merriment  and  good  humour. 

"  Whaf  s  the  matter.  Clary  P''  asked  the  gen- 
tleman answering  to  the  name  of  Dog  Day.  - 

"  Has. any  thing  happened?''  was  demanded 
in  return,  with  a  stare  of  vacant  curiosity. 

"  Why,  you  yawned  like  a  juryman  at  the 
dose  of  a  three  hours'  reply  of  Serjeant  Fab !" 

**  Unconscious,  'pon  honor — ^flattered  myself  I 
had  slept,  and  was  any  where  but  where  I  find 
myself." 

<(  Slept — ^what,  with  all  this  fire  of  wit  playing 
about  your  ears  ?" 

'^  You  are  pleased  to  be  facetious  notr,  and,  as 
far  as  I  can  collect,  for  the  first  time." 

"  Very  good  !"— "  Capital !"— "  Well  said. 
Clary !"  were  heard  in  the  midst  of  what,  in  Parlia- 
mentary language,  is  called  ^^  repeated  dieering." 
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<<  I  am  ftt  a  losa,^  observed  Clarendon,  with- 
out relaxing  a  miude  of  his  fitce,  **  to  compre- 
hend the  source  of  this  infinite  hilarity.— You 
have  read  Lord  Chesterfield,  gentlemen,  I  pre- 
sume?^ 

"  Yes,  Clary— «id  Lmrd  Froth  too  r  return- 
ed Baxter. 

^*  Then  you  may  spare  me  the  trouUe  of 
drawing  a  very  obvious  inference.'*^ 

^^  Not  unless  we  subscribe  to  the  doctrine,** 
cried  Day. 

^*  Where  ignorance  is  bliss,  my  good  Dog;^ 
and  Clarendon  sipped  his  wine  again  with  inimi- 
table indifierence. 

^'  Would  you  turn  Cynic,  Clary,^  asked  an- 
other, ^^and  deny  us  the/ueuncia  obtMa  viUef* 

**  Three  words  of  Latin !''— "  A  bumper  of  salt 
and  water,^  were  echoed  and  re-echoed  round  the 
table,  and  Percy  b^an  to  apprehend  that  die 
practical  attempts  to  enforce  ^^  the  somce^  might  ^ 
endanger  his  neutrality — ^but  he  was  snatchfri 
from  the  danger  at  the  very  crisis  of  his  fiite 
by  his  only  legitimate  aUy,  who,  rising  from  his 
seat  with  ineffiible  coolness  and  deliberation,  and 
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taking  his  hat  most  delicately  between  his  finre- 
finger  and  thumb— -puDed  the  bell*— and  stood 
gently  balancing  his  person,  with  his  back  to  the 
fiie-place,  without  seeming  to  regard  an  indivi- 
dual in  the  groupe. 

During  this  operation— which,  of  course,  passed 
in  less  time  than  is  occupied  in  reUting  it— 4he 
tumult  had  ceased,  and  every  eye  was  directed 
towards  the  apparently  unconscious  object  of  their 
attention. 

The  waiter  answered  the  summons,  by  dashing 
open  the  door,  with  the  usual  inquiry,  **  Did  you 
ring,  gentlemen  T  He  was  lisjongly  rebuked  by 
Clarendon. 

"  My  good  fiiend,  Joe,  how  often  have  I  told 
you,  that  there  exists  in  a  gentleman^s  composi- 
tion a  thing  called  nerves  ?^ 

"  I  beg  pardon.  Sir— I  thought  you  rang.'' 

"  Never  pusde  yourself  with  thinking,  my 
good  friend,  Joe— I  did  ring— tell  your  master 
to  send  up  a  cool  bottle  of  his  best  Bouideaux 
into  a  room  fit  for  gentlemen.'' 

"  Into  another  room  ?"  asked  the  staring  waiter. 

"Of  course." 
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"  For  how  many,  Sr  ?"" 

<<  This  one  gendenum,^  pointing  to  Percy, 
"  and  myself.'' 

<<  What  .the  J)eYil  do  you  mean  ?"  demanded 
Brown,  who  was  not  only  president. for  the  oYen- 
ing,  but  the  least  disposed  of  the  party  to  a  jdce, 
especially  at  his  own  expense. 

<<  Did  you  speak,  Sir  ?^  demanded  Clarendon 
in  return,  slowly  raising  his  glass  to  his  eye. 

^^  I  ask  you,  Sir,  Mr  Clarendon  Dossiter,  what 
you  mean,  by  insinuating  that  we  are  not  gentle- 
men?" 

"  Ton  honor,  Mr — ^Mr  Brown,  I  beUeve,"— 
bowing  to  that  gentleman,  ^^  you  must  excuse  niy 
involving  myself  in  the  interpretation  of  your  in- 
ferences." This  answer  was  decisive,  for  it  af- 
forded a  plea  to  so  many  ready  laughers  to  turn 
the  joke  against  the  (nresident,  who  was  not  a  ge- 
neral fiivourite,  and  to  shake  off  the  reqwnsibility 
which  the  inference,  if  admitted,  might  seem  to 
attach  to  each  individual  of  the  party,  as  fiilly  as 
to  the  captious  president.  Clarendon  appeared 
equally  unmoved  by  this  popular  incense,  as  by 
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the  stronger  appeal  of  his  more  irritated  -oppo- 
nent. 

"  Come,  Chiry,**  cried  Hooper,  "  sit  down, 
and  donH  cat  us— we  can^t  do  without  you.^ 

*^  You  do  me  infinite  honor,^  replied  the  cox- 
comb, ^^  butr—I  have  left  school  for  some  years.^ 

^*  I  thought  you  had  more  spirit  in  you,^  cried 
Day,  '^  than  to  quarrel  with  us  for  a  little  fun.^ 

<^  Fun  ! — ^pardon  me,  you  are  beyond  my  lati- 
tude.'' 

^^  Don't  be  such  a  cursed  coxcomb.  Clary," 
cried  Butler,  who  vacillated  between  the  line 
taken  by  the  more  morose  preddent,  and  that 
so  laxly  adopted  by  the  others;  ^^  sit  down, 
and "" 

**  You  are  pleased  to  compliment  me.  Sir,"  re- 
turned Dossiter. 

<<  Not  I — but  I  don't  wish  to  break  up  a  plea- 
sant party,  by ^" 

"  Did  I  hear  your  pedicate  distinctly,  Mr 
Butler?" 

<^  I  say — a  pleasant  party.  Sir— I  speak  seri- 
ously." 

^^  Who  shall  gainsay  an  opinion^  so  gravely 
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maintained  r  and  he  slightly  bowed  as  he  adyust- 
ed  his  coUar  at  the  glass. 

<<  X«et  lis  enter  into  a  compromise,^^  said  Ast- 
ley,  who  had  contributed  his  fiill  shace  of  laugh- 
ter during  the  whole  of  the  entertainmeB^  with- 
out  being  at  the  expense  of  any  thing  to  supply  it, 
and  who,  moreover,  evidently  ^'  dressed  at^  Dos- 
siter ;  ^^  let  Clarendon  resume  his  seat,  and  let  us 
be  rational— what  say  you.  Clarendon  ?^ 

^^  The  conditions  are  apparently  somewhat  un- 
equal,^ was  the  reply. 

**  As  how,  prithee  ?" 

^^  Your  excellent  president  is  more  expert  at 
drawing  inferences  than  you  are,  Mr  Astley.^ 

'^  Do  you  mean  to  say— — ^  b^an  the  reaBy 
irritated  Mr  Brown. 

^^  I  mean  to  say  nothing,  my  good  Sir,^  said 
Clarendon,  coolly  interrupting  him,  ^  that  can 
possibly  involve  me  in  the  trouble  of  an  answer.^ 

*^  Give  me  leave  to  tell  you,  Mr  Doss— Dossi- 
ter "" 

^^  By  no  manner  of  means— my  licence  extends 
not  to  any  breach  of  decorum — Mr  Percy  Mal- 
lory,  I  am  ready  to  attend  you."" 
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•*  But,  Claiy,  my  good  fidiend,''  cried  Butler, 
starting  from  his  chair,  ^<  you  will  not  forget  your 
engagement,  to  take  us  with  you  to  Lady  Dcn 
went's.'' 

'^  Ton  honor — I  cannot  stand  justified.^ 

**  Pooh — ^twas  only  a  passing  frolic — nothing 
was  intended-^you  must  take  us.^ 

"Must!  my  good  Sir— you  will  learn  to  guard 
your  expressions,  before  I  can  even  weigh  the  pro- 
priety of '^ 

"  Nay— we  will  be  upon  our  best  behaviour.'' 

"  Proficiency  must  result  from  practice,  Mr 
Butler— the  specimen ** 

"  Is  out  of  the  question— nay— -gaitkmen, 
may  I  not  say,  in  the  name  of  all,  that  we  are 
veiy  sorry,  if  any  thing  has  happened  to-*-to  give 
offence  to  our  friend  Clarendon  Dossiter         ^ 

"  Upon  my  soul,  I  — — " 

**  Upon  my  honor,  I ^ 

"  I  swear,  I "" 

And  a  freshclamour  was  accumulating  upon 
the  delicate  nerves  of  Clarendon's  tympanum  as 
pledges  of  the  nncerity  with  which  they  dis- 
claimed all  intentional  offence,  when,  raising  hb 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


272  PKECY  MALLORY. 

hat,  as  if  to  guard  the  organ  of  hearing  from  the 
rude  assault,  and  to  deprecate  any  fiirther  appeal, 
he  dropped  mto  the  chair  he  had  previously  va- 
cated, and  pointed  to  Percy  to  do  the  same,  who, 
from  the  expression  of  his  countenance,  looked  as 
if  he  were  in  drill  with  the  rest  of  the  party,  for 
he  implicitly  followed  the  direction  of  Clarendon^s 
finger,  and  resumed  his  seat  with  the  others. — 
There  was  one  rebellious  spirit  alone,  upon  which 
the  general  motive,  whatever  it  might  be,  appear- 
ed  to  have  no  influence.  Mr  Brown  vacated  the 
seat  of  honor,  without  comment  or  observation, 
and  seeming  to  forget  every  thing— even  his  hat 
— in  the  indignant  fermentation  of  his  passions — 
stalked  out  of  the  room,  not  without  casting  an 
eye  upon  Dossiter,  that  seemed  meant  to  convey 
all  that  was  passing  within,  and  to  set  on  fire,  in 
turn,  whatever  was  combustible  in  the  composi- 
tion of  his  adversary. 

But  it  fell  harmless — ^Dossiter  did  not  see,  or 
did  not  appear  to  see,  that  the  party  even  had 
been  diminished  by  the  absence  of  an  individual; 
but  a  nice  observer  might  have  traced  a  gradual 
relasLation  in  his  manners,  from  the  extreme  of 
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resoYedneas  which  had  hitherto  marked  them»  as 
soon  as  the  severance  of  this  obnoxious  member 
was  fiilly  ascertained.  Not  that  he  gave  himself 
fewer  airs,  or  took  fewer  liberties  with  his  neigh- 
bours, but  there  was  more  disposition  to  flow 
down  with  the  current  evinced,  than  during  the 
stay  of  Mr  President  Brown,  and  somewhat  more 
of  communicativeness  in  his  conversatbn.  He 
was,  by  an  unanimous  vote,  called  to  the  vacant 
chair,  and  an  air  of  triumph  was  almost  visible, 
through  the  artificial  covering  of  aflfected  impene- 
trability. 

Percy  had  been  an  attentive  listener  and  obser- 
ver of  all  that  was  going  forward— but  he  in  vain 
appealed  to  his  experience  or  to  his  reading,  to 
discover  why  a  man— whose  presence  had  been 
anticipated  as  a  scarcely  tolerated  coxcomb— 
whose  amduct  towards  every  individual  had  been 
marked  by  the  extreme  of  insolence  and  contempt, 
and  whose  manners  were  as  revolting  as  they 
were  unsuitable  to  his  rank  or  pretensions— ^ 
should  not  only  have  set  the  party  at  defiance, 
but  absolutely  controlled  them— drilled  them — 
and  forced  them  into  a  capitulation,  by  which 
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they  tarrendered  themselves  to  his  power,  and 
ultimately  finroed  the  honors  of  sitting  upon  him ! 

That  many  others,  as  well  as  Percy,  may  be  at 
a  loss  to  account  Ibr  the  pasfling  scene,  is  quite 
within  the  range  of  possibility.  Those  who  are 
adepts  in  the  intricate  passages  of  fiuhionaUe  life 
nuy,  no  doubt,  see  their  way— but  those  who 
are  not,  must  wait  our  pleasure  for  the  devdope- 
meat  of  them.  Percy  would  have  made  his  es- 
cape when  die  party  was  about  to  break  up^-but 
Clarendon  took  him  aside,  and  in  much  shortiBT 
time  than  he  could  have  slipt  on  his  great-coat, 
slipt  off  his  air  of  coxcombry,  and  told  him,  he 
must  positively  join  the  party  to  Lady  Derwenf  s, 
from  whom  he  had  a  special  invitation  for  him. 
Pef haps  Percy  might  have  persevered  in  his  first 
refosal*««not  being  particularly  desirous  of  follow- 
ing up  his  acquaintance,  or  being  one  of  a  herd 
under  die  guidance  of  Mr  Clarendon  Dossiter — 
if  the  iiresistible  temptation  of  some  good  music, 
which  the  latter  held  out  to  him,  as  forming  part 
of  the  efvening^s  entertainment,  had  not,  at  length, 
prevailed  upon  him  to  jwi  the  party. 

Percy  cannot  be  supposed  to  have  understood 
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much  cyf  the  etiquette  of  London  society ;  but  he 
felt  considerably  relieved,  after  his  acquiescence 
in  the  measure  had,  in  a  manner,  been  wrung 
from  him,  to  find,  that  only  three  of  the  party 
were  to  accompany  Dossiter  and  himself  to  her 
Ladyship^s  house  in  St  Jameses  Square — ^namely, 
Butler,  Astley,and  Day.-  He  thought  it  would 
have  less  the  appearance  of  inyasion-*and  the 
repeated  assurance  of  (}larend(m,  that  heoonld  not 
be  consideiped  an  intruder,  gave  him  courage  to 
enter  the  hackney-coach,  which  had  been  ordered 
at  the  gate,  fbr  tbe  purpose  of  conveying  them 
to  the  place  of  their  destination. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

The  Countess  of  Derwent  was  a  widow  of  high 
rank  and  second  fiishion — Uiat  is  to  say — she  was 
passfe,  and  having  had  her  day,  preferred  stillr  to 
hold  the  reins  of  power,  although  in  a  grade  be- 
low what  is  deemed  the  first  sodety.  There  were 
several  concurring  motives  and  inducements  to 
this  arrangement.  In  the  first  place,  her  beauty 
— ^which  had  been  pre-eminent— had  long  Aaied 
the  fate  of  things  so  fragile  and  ephemeral  In 
the  second  pkce,  her  dowry  did  not  afibrd  her  one 
tithe  of  the  advantages— which,  with  aU  its  draw- 
backs, as  she  considered  them,  when  in  possessicm 
— she  derived  from  being  ^^  une  femme  couverte.'" 
There  were,  perhaps,  other  reasons,  with  whidi 
we  have  nothing  to  do,  but  which  being  combined 
and  taken  together  with  those  already  stated,  de- 
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tenbined  her  Ladyship  to  basard  her  expulsion 
firom  her  former  set.  People  are  not,  in  general, 
aware,  amid  the  prejudices  which  ignorance,  or 
some  less  venial  source  of  misrepresentation,  has 
thrown  over  the  higher  walks  of  society  inEngland, 
that  among  the  highest  there  is  a  rigid  decorum 
and  a  sense  of  moral  propriety,  which  sufiers  not 
die  approach  of  even  doubtftd  characters  to  their 
tables  or  their  houses — ^mind — I  speak  of  particu* 
lar  sets.  Human  nature  is  too  mixed  and  incon- 
gruous in  its  constitution,  to  admit  of  its  better 
qualities  being  s^r^^ated,  and  appropriated  to 
any  class  or  order  of  society  .-^-Heaven  knows 
there  are  good  and  bad  to  be  found  in  all  stations ; 
and  although  strong  inducements  may  be  con- 
ceived as  operative  upon  those,  who  have  heredi- 
tary honors  to  transmit  to  their  posterity,  to  dis- 
tinguish themselves  by  their  virtues  in  a  more 
eminent  degree,  than  those  who  are  without  such 
a  stimulus,  I  have  no  intention  to  make  a  distinc- 
tion  of  ranks  in  the  court  of  virtue — all  I  ask  is 
^^  fiiir  play,^  and  if  called  upon  to  support  my 
opinimi-— no  very  inoffensive  a  one  in  so  liberal 
an  age— I  will  bind  myself  to  produce  as  much 
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int^ty  of  character^  etevatiaii  of  principle,  and 
raue  of  moral  andtdigioiu  obligatkm^from  among 
the  aristocracy  of  the  comitry,  as  my  chaUengor 
shall  bring  into  the  field,  from  any  other  radi^in 
society— 4n  proportion  to  Aeir  several  numsiical 
Taiiations. 

When  Lady  Derwent,  therefore,  proposed  to 
increase  her  income  by  her  mode  of  livii^,  she 
was  perfectly  aware  that  she  must  select  anew  set 
of  cminections— or,  in  other  words,  admit  to  her 
confidence  and  intimacy,  many,  whom  she  had 
preTionsIy  considered  it  no  small  condescensieB 
to  include,  even  in  her  visiting  list  AH  her  anti- 
cipations were  realised — ^her  porter  had  as  much 
business  on  his  hands  as  before;  and  if  he  had 
hem  asked,  whedier  her  Ladyship  was  as  fuHy 
visited  as  formeriy,  he  would  have  answered,  with- 
out hesitation,  in  the  affirmative.  I  speak  of  him 
as  an  ordinary  mimster^— «  true  discriminating 
St4i8se  would  have  seat  through  the  thing-— and 
settled  the  matter  in  his  own  mind  at  once— but 
we  have  passed  the  porter,  and  are  now  ascending 
the  grand  illuminated  staircase  of  the  mansbn 
with  Percy  and  his  companions;  and  the  former, 
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fiir  the  first  time»  witness  to  the  sfdendour  and 
magmfieence  of  a  fiuhionahle  Lcmdon  house. 
Not  having  ever  eierdsed  his  imagination  in  rea- 
liaing  the  deseriptien  of  such  scenef^  afforded  even 
to  countiy  readers,  dirough  the  inde£uigable  k- 
bours  of  the  Morning  Pest^  the  novelties  which 
tveseiited  diemselves  on  every  side  and  at  emry 
eHepf  pioduoed  their  foil  d&ct  upcm  the  visim  of 
omr  young  fiiend.  He  had  net^  indeed^  anived 
at  the  pearfect  state  of  dvilizati^my  which  discipHnes 
the  mind,  nil  adnwnm^  but  he  had  been  trained 
to  feel  the  just  limits  of  a  nice  discriminatkni  on 
idl  points  of  taste  and  feelii^'«-4iBd  darmdon 
Dossitcr  himself  could  have  feund  no  ^yportu^ 
nty  of  qnkring  his  ^  country  H^^  either  ftem 
U»  vacant  stare  of  astenishnent  at  the  s^d^ddid 
novdtiee  around  him«-or  by  any  she^pishnesfi  of 
BUHner,  whidi  could  point  him  out  as  a  noviee^  i 
He  certainly  was  a  little  dnrown  off  his  guaad-— 
when,  after  the  reiterated  aBnunciation  of  his 
name,  in  conunon  with  those  who  accompinied 
him  from  the  haU  to  the  lobby-^from  the  feet.ef 
the  staircase  to  the  fifit  statien-^fttid  theneeon- 
ward  from  liveried  to  unUveried  ushers  in  giriado- 
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ated  8ucce88ion,<^-^e  first  passed  die  dureshold  of 
the  anti-room,  which  displayed  in  the  perspective 
three  splendidly  furnished  apartments  Uasing 
widi  light — silk— and  gold«-with  hmidreds— his 
confused  optics  would  hare  infisrred  thousands— 
of  persons  of  both  sexes  and  all  ages — ^feathers, 
diamonds,  and  the  wealdi  of  the  East  shining  and 
undulating  upon  the  surfiure  of  these  interminaUe 
groupes— the  hum — ^the  buz  of  ten  thousand 
hiyes— the  occasi<mal  burst  of  voices  hi  eveiy 
scale  of  the  gamut— the  variety  of  scents  and 
odours,  and  the  volume  of  air  heated  by  the  efflu- 
via of  such  a  mass  of  human  lungs — all,  toge- 
ther, excited  such  a  variety  of  sensations,  and 
made  so  powerful  an  appeal  i»  every  sense,  indivi- 
dually and  collectively,  that  I  am  ccmipeDed  to 
admit — although  his  companions  w&e  too  much 
occupied  with  themselves  to  bear  testim<my  against 
him-«^at  he  absolutely  started,  and  b^an  to 
doubt  whether  he  was  not  in  a  dream.  NowitwiD, 
no  doubt,  affiird  matter  of  consideraUe  surprise  to 
every  adept  in  the  mysteries  of  fiishion,  and  of 
contempt  I  fear  among  those  who  have  noikmg 
to  leartiy  when  they  enter  into  what  is  calkd 
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LIFE — ^that  any  person  should  be  thus  affected  by 
a  scene  exhibitiiig  nothing  more  than  the  simple 
ordinary,  every-day  materials  of  which  society  is 
onnposed.  Such  persons,  it  is  just  possible,  may 
nerer  have  disturbed  their  rest  by  what  are  called 
metaphysical  inquiries  into  the  nature  of  man,  or 
even  been  drawn  into  a  single  abstract  reflection 
upon  the  operations  of  their  own  minds.  Their 
reading  in  other  branches  of  useful  knowledge 
may  also  have  been  limited ;  and,  although  it  is 
also  just  possible,  in  the  course  of  their  very  well 
conducted  education,  they  may  have  heard  of  a 
man  r^narkahle  for  his  wisdom,  who,  when  the 
world  was  some  thousands  of  years  younger  than 
it  is  at  present,  declared  that  there  was  ^^  nothing 
new  under  the  sun,^:— yet  they  may  not  have 
heard,  that  many  very  surprising  events  and  phe- 
nomena have  occurred  even  since  the  period  of  his 
existence ;  which,  if  not  absolutely  new — have,  by 
various  and  varied  combinations,  produced  all  the 
eflfect  of  being  for  the  first  time  presented  to  the 
view  of  man.  Now,  it  is  an  unquestionable  fiu^ 
that  our  friend  Percy  had  met  with  men  and  wo- 
men—and even  with  well  dressed  men  and  women 
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—before  the  evening  in  questbn.  He  had  mixed 
with  themin  certainniimben,  congregated  together 
in  a  country  church,  and  idx>ut  half  a  dozen  times 
in  the  course  of  his  life  in  a  county  balLroom«-~ 
and  even  at  Lacy  Royal  upon  the  occurrenee  of 
smne  extraordinary  event  of  festivity  breaking  in 
upon  the  peaceliil  and  orderly  economy  of  that  es« 
tabhshment.  He  had  actually  seen  also  fine  spa* 
ciotts  apartments— his  eyes  had  rested  upon  gik 
frames,  and  even  burnished  cornices,  lofty  mirrors^ 
and  damask  hangings— Imt,  asit  has  already  book 
admitted  to  Usshame,  perhaps  he  had  never  beheld 
all  these  together,chibbed  wholesale,  p^m^, and 
under  such  a  combination  as  that  which  now  broke 
in  upcm  his  viaon ;  and  I  maintain<*-«*as,  indeed,  I 
am  bound  to  do — that  his  astonishment  was  any 
thing  but  unnatural— and,  if  it  were  not  decided 
heresy  againstlhecanonoffiMhion,  I  should,  per- 
haps, add,  that  it  was  infinitely  more  naturat^tbat 
is,  more  conscmant  widi  our  tme  nati^-  thai  is, 
should  be  so-^than  for  a  man  to  nav^  thiooj^ 
the  world  like  an  automaton,  with  all  the  litfdess  in- 
difierence  of  stiHcism,  without  the  excuse  or  pal- 
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liative  of  a  philoBophical  creed,  to  plead  its  coiw 
flistait  heartlessness. 

But— ^^/oci/m  descenstis  r — if  we  stray  a  di- 
git  from  die  orthodox  fidth,  we  M away  atarate 
incoiieeiTable  to  those  who  nev^  err— and  hero 
have  I  been  affecting  tophilosojdiifleinafiuhion- 
aUy-crammed  town  drawing-room,  in  the  first 
quarter  of  the  nineteenth  century ! — The  only 
I^  I  can  offer  in  extenuation  of  my  error  is,  the 
andiority  of  an  old  but  very  true  aphorism,  that 
<«  Eyil  communication^— you  know  the  rest  It 
is  my  duty  to  follow  the  hero  of  my  tale  wher- 
ever  he  chooses  to  lead  me — and  the  truth  and 
tact  is,  he  had  actually  &llen  into  something  of  a 
mnilar  train  of  thinking,  fix>m  the  habit  which  he 
had  ccmtracted  among  the  wilds  of  Cumberland. 

He  was  only  roused  firom  this  species  of  eim- 
templatiye  abstraction,  by  feeling  Clarendon  Dos- 
fliter^s  hand  upon  his  arm,  for  the  purpose  of 
drawing  his  attention  towards  the  Lady  of  the 
maoaon,  to  whom  he  was  in  the  act  of  presentii^ 
Urn.  Her  Ladyship  was  most  gracious — ^profess- 
ed the  sadsfiiction  she  always  felt  in  seeing  any 
friend  of  Mr  Clarendon  Dossiter — ^hoped  to  have 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


284  PERCY  MALLOBT. 

the  pleasure  of  seeing  him  at  her  more  select 
parties — and  concluded  by  asking  him,  "  If  he 
was  not  delighted  with  the  last  song — I  never 
heard  the  divine  creature  in  such  voice  !"* — Percy 
again  supposed  himself  to  have  been  dreaming — 
no  sound  had  reached  his  ear — ^beyond  that  whidi 
the  whole  audience,  and  not  any  individual  per- 
former, had  contributed  to  produce,  and  conveyed 
nothing  that  could  warrant  the  epithet  of  divine. 
Whilst  he  was  bowing  his  acknowledgmentsfbrher 
Ladyship^s  courtesy,a  new  object  of  admiration  ar- 
rested his  attention,  in  the  dress  and  person  of  his 
hostess.  We  have  ahready  said  her  Ladyship  was 
no  longer  young,  and  that  she  had  been  handsome 
'-of  thelatterfactLady  Derwent'smemory  appear- 
ed to  be  more  tenacious  than  the  former — ^where 
perhaps  "  the  hardest  science^  is  "  to  forget.'' — 
She  was  very  highly  rouged — ^feeling,  no  doubt, 
that  as  Nature,  who  had  originaUy  spread  over  the 
fair  region  her  purest  tints,  had  thought  proper, 
capriciously,  to  withdraw  them,  she  only  exercis- 
ed the  privilege  of  her  birth-right  in  calling  in  the 
aid  of  art — ^but  it  unfortunately  happens  that  art, 
after  all,  is  but  a  sorry  substitute  for  her  rival—- 
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and  though  her  bungUng  is  move  obvious  where 
she  takes  upon  her  the  wholesale  8U{^ly  of  a  1^ 
or  an  eye— it  is  equally  discernible  to  all— but 
the  self-operator — ^when  she  only  condescends  to 
patch,  piece,  and  repau-,  what  hath  beo(»ne  the 
worse  for  use— or  what  the  tenants  of  more  sub- 
stantial leaseholds  call  ^<  Wear  and  Tear.^  Al- 
though her  complexicm— 60  much  of  it  as  could  be 
ascertained — ^proclaimed  her  Ladydiip  to  be— as 
ori|^nally  designed  by  Natube^-g  blonde,  Abt 
had  massed  such  a  profiision  of  Uack  shining 
clustering  ringlets  about  her  fordead,  as  clearly 
to  prove  that  one  or  the  other  had  been  guilty  of 
a  terrible  incongruity.  A  bandeau  of  brilliants, 
as  if  placed  to  restrain  the  luxuriance  of  her  Liady- 
ship^s  hair — seemed  rather  intended  to  daxde  or 
divert  the  observer'^s  attention  firom  certain  lines 
and  marks  above  the  brow,  which  those  hand- 
maids to  Art,  Messrs  Smyth  and  Gattie,  had  in 
vain  essayed  to  "  wash  away.''  Flowers  of 
every  tint — and  feathers  of  every  dimension, 
towered  in  tiers  above  each  other,  and  whilst  a 
stray  curl,  from  beneath  the  tiara,  was  suflfered, 
accidentcMy,  to  fall  so  as  to  conceal  the  progres- 
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dve  adTunoe  of  a  dimple  into  a  dell,  on  one  side 
of  her  Ladyship^s  cheek,  die  dip  of  a  pendant 
feather  bent  most  conveniently  to  conceal  a  cor- 
respondent indenture  on  the  other.  Nature  was 
left  alone  to  herself— only  where  she  ought  to 
have  be^  concealed ;  and  there  was  little  to  re- 
mark upon  the  score  of  dress,  unless  we  include 
in  such  a  designation,  gossamer  gauxe  and  trans- 
parent Uond— above  tfce  waist,  and  to  the  finger- 
ends  of  her  Ladyship— cinctured,  if  notjwith  the 
sone  of  Venus — at  least  with  the  same  that  might 
seem  to  have  been  borrowed  from  the  Graces, 
when  it  first  bound  the  sylph-like  form  of  Lady 
Derwent,  thirty  years  before.  She  looked  like  one 
of  the  ingenious  models  of  ^<  her  fair  sisterhood,^ 
which  are  seen  in  the  toy-shops  of  the  metropolis, 
where  the  head  and  face  are  painted,  adorned,  and 
feathered,  whilst  all  else  is  left— for  the  exercise 
of  the  purchaser's  ingenuity — in''cwerpo,— or  at 
best  in  a  wrapper  of  silver  paper  I 

Such  being  the  exterior  of  Lady  Derwent,  and 
such  being  the  position  in  which  she  appears  be- 
fore the  reader,  he  wiU — ^if  he  be  a  man  of  the 
world— have  little  difficulty  in  discovering  what 
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lay  beneath  the  mxtbee — I  say,  if  he  beaman  of 
the  woricU-for  her  Ladyship  was  a  congenial  be- 
in{f-*or,  in  plainer  tenns,  ^^  a  woman  of  the 
world." 

Percy  was,  in  the  confusion  of  the  passing  scene, 
again  left  for  some  time  to  his  own  reflections-— 
and  contrasting  all  that  he  saw  with  all  that  he 
had  left  behind  him  in  the  naked  wilderness,  he 
reasoned  himself  into  a  ftill  conviction,  that  the 
temptations  of  polished  life«— if  they  all  partook 
of  the  character  he  had  hitherto  witnessed— -were 
by  no  means  of  so  formidable  a  nature  as  moralists 
in  general,  and  his  own  sage  tutor  in  particular, 
had  represented  them.  ^^  Who,"  sighed  he, 
«  could  prefer  this  scene  of  splendour  and  confii- 
n<m  to  the  peacefbl  enjoyment  of  a  country  life-— 
with  1^  and  his  lips  almost  articulated  a  name. 
Every  form  that  glided  by  him — which  partodc 
of  ftminine  grace,  or  bore  the  stamp  of  youthfiil 
innocence,  presented  something  that  seemed  to  re- 
semble the  being  who  was  imaged  and  enshrined 
in  his  hearths  core.  His  eyes  would  follow  in 
▼ague  delight  a  stepper  motion  that,  in  the  re- 
motest degree,  brought  with  it  something  analo- 
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gous  to  what  he  had  so  often  dwelt  upon  with  nq^ 
ture;  and  a  voice,  modulated  in  the  soft  tones 
which  had  once  melted  on  his  ear  in  the  cadence 
of  love,  would  set  every  pulse  in  motion — and  de- 
lude his  fimcy  into  the  momentary  hope  that  she 
breathed  the  same  air  with  him  ! 

It  is  a  singular  trait  in  the  human  characte»— 
if  anything  can  be  esteemed  singular  in  such  an 
anomaly — that  if  we  are  not  ourselves  ^<  fiill 
steeped^  in  the  spirit  of  gaiety,  or,  more  proper- 
ly speaking,  dissipation — ^the  very  sounds  and 
8]anbols  of  it  have  a  tendency  to  depress  rather 
than  elevate  the  soul ;  and  I  have  felt,  just  what 
Percy  has  oft;en  assured  me  he  experienced  upon 
this  passing  occasion,  more  disposed  to  morahie 
amid  the  glare  and  turmoil  ci  a  ball-room— or  a 
banquet,  than  when  left  free  to  the  even  current 
of  reflection  at  my  own  fireside.  But  I  forget  my- 
self—as Percy  had  almost  done,  when  Clarendon 
a  second  time  approached  him,  where  he  was  sit- 
ting in  a  retired  spot  in  the  anti-room,  which  he 
had  never  quitted.  On  viewing  the  crowded  apart- 
ments before  him,  he  would  have  considered  the 
labours  of  poor  Mungo  Park,  and  other  exploring 
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ttdrentuvers,  into  the  interior  of  the  African  coin  ^ 
tinent,  as  em^ejred  tm  an  easy  expeditiim,  when 
compared  with  the  attempt  to  penetrate  the  terra 
incognita^  whose  road  Liy  through  so  dense,  and, 
as  he  conceived,  impenetrable  a  body  as  that  which 
stood  compacted  before  him.  He  certainly  had  in- 
cidentally perceiyed  that  individnalB  of  both  sexes 
had  been  propelled  forth  from  the  main  body-« 
and  others  imperceptibly  absorbed  into  it;  but  the 
means  were  an  enigma  to  him,  which,  after  all,  it 
must  be  confessed,  to  the  discredit  of  his  seal  for 
adyenture— he  had  not  hitherto  been  at  much 
pains  to  solve. 

Clarendon  navigated  him  through  the  crowd 
with  admirable  dexterity — civiUy  breaking  in  up- 
cm  tit&^tites — abruptly  shouldering  the  gentle- 
men, and  softly  insinuating  himself  and  his  com- 
panion, who  was  in  his  wake — through  the  tangled 
groupes  of  sparkling  dowagers,  anxious  mamas, 
and  ogling  misses.  At  length  Percy  perceived  that 
he  really  had  been  at  a  concert,  for  the  principal 
performers-  were  discovered  by  him  in  the  very  act 
of  packing  up  their  instruments — and  the  only 
sound  he  caught,  as  be  approached  the  temporary 
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orchestra,  was  Madame  ♦♦♦♦♦♦  i  would  not  name 
her  for  the  world— scolding  her  C  abo,  in  aUo,  for 
having  done  some  trifling  injury  to  her  harp  in 
putting  it  to  bed  I 

<^  I'm  just  too  late  for  the  music  !""  said  Percy, 
with  some  expression  of  regret. 

<^  Oh  the  deuce  take  the  music  P  returned  his 
companion — ^^  it  makes  such  a  confounded  jingle, 
we  can  scarcely  hear  ourselves  speak  while  it  is 
going  on.'*^ 

"  You  would  hardly  wish  to  talk,''  observed 
Percy,  with  some  surprise,  "  when  you  have  the 
opportunity  of  hearing  fine  music." 

"  Hush !"  whispered  Clarendon,  "  you  will  be 
detected." 

"  Detected  !— in  what  ?" — But  he  saw  that  he 
had  done  something  wrong,  for  although  Dossi- 
ter  contrived  to  drag  him  away,  before  he  could 
express  his  resentment,  he  perceived  that  he  had 
not  only  attracted  the  attention,  but  was  occasion- 
ing infinite  diversion  to  three  simpering  young 
ladies,  who,  with  their  eyes  fixed  upon  him,  one 
even  through  her  glass,  were  listening  to  some- 
thing which  a  very  orthodox  dandy  detailed  to 
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them,  loud  enough,  for  certain  expressions — about 
"Goth''—"  listening  to  crotchets  and  quavers,''— 
to  reach  his  ears. 

But  other  objects  arose  to  draw  his  mind  from 
the  subject,  as  Clarendon  dragged  him  forward, 
and  they  entered  a  room  of  smaller  dimensions, 
and  more  thinly  peopled.  Here  were  seyeral 
card-tables — and  the  players  seemed  to  eye  eyery 
person  who  approached  them  as  intruders,  or  as 
likely  to  distract  their  attention.  There  was  a 
dcTotion  to  the  game,  and  an  evident  abstraction 
of  mind  from  all  external  objects — such,  at  least, 
as  were  foreign  to  what  was  passing  at  the  tables— 
which  struck  Percy  as  a  strange  phenomenon  in 
such  a  place. 

"  An  odd  situation,"  he  observed  to  his  com- 
panion,  with  a  smile,  "  for  a  sober  rubber  at 
whist." 

"  For  a  sober  one  certainly,"  replied  the  other, 
with  a  smile  ci  a  more  significant  nature. — Percy 
did  not  understand  it,  and  did  not  take  the  trou- 
ble of  asking  an  explanation. 

At  length  one  of  the  rubbers  terminated,  and 
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a  man  a£  rank— for  he  wore  the  order  of  St  Pa- 
trick, perceiving  Clarendon,  called  out  to  him— 

^^  Hah,  Doctor  Dossiter— do  you  prescribe  to- 
night ?^ 

*^  I  fear,  my  Lord,  the  rooms  wiU  be  hardly 
dear  in  time — ^but  her  Ladydiip  is  at  home  on 
Monday-'-not  to  all  the  world.*" 

^^  I  understand — Bank  solvent,  hey  !^ 

<^  As  the  Bank  of  England,  my  Lord."" 

«  rU  try  it.^ 

"  YouTl  find  it ^" 

"  Not  another  word— Sir  Greorge,  you  cut  in — 
Froich  fives — ^now,  the  dowager  has  cut  out — 
the  old  stake — good— done  r  And  Pythagoras 
could  not  have  boasted  a  more  apt  set  of  disciples, 
than  those  adepts  in  a  science,  of  which  his  phi- 
losophership  never  dreamed. 

Now,  all  this  presented  new  enigmas  and  con- 
undrums to  the  inexperienced  mind  of  Peixy, 
which'-though  not  naturally  curious,  or  inquisi- 
tive on  indifierent  matters — ^he  tried,  fin*  some  mi- 
nutes, without  success,  to  unravel.  This  lawyer^s 
clerk  was  not  merely  a  man  of  consequence  with 

the  raw  students  of  an  Inn  of  Court,  but  was  ap- 
11 
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p«]^endy  up<m  terms  of  intimacy  and  equality 
with  persons  of  rank.  This  was  not  all  that  set 
his  penetration  at  defiance.  Clarendon  was  no 
longer  the  affected  coxcomb,  whose  exquisite  re- 
finement seemed  to  have  fascinated  the  party  at 
the  coffee4iou8e-— but  he  was  equally  removed 
from  the  undress  character,  in  which  he  had 
thought  proper  to  disclose  himself  to  Percy  in  his 
chambers.  There  was  still  a  general  air  de  pre- 
tension about  him,  but  nothing  autrS  or  extrava- 
gant— and  when  he  addressed,  or  was  addressed 
by  persons  of  condition — as  Percy  judged  from 
their  manners  and  appearance — ^it  was  with  good 
breeding,  leaning  rather  towards  deference,  than 
to  any  appearance  of  forward  or  obtrusive  fiimili- 
vity. 

He  was,  in  short,  a  Proteus  to  Percy,  who  be- 
gan to  doubt  whether  Asmodeus,  or  some  other 
fiuniliar  of  the  same  breed,  had  not  taken  upon 
him  the  task  of  Cicerone,  for  the  purpose  of  shew- 
ing him  the  world. — Fearful  that  his  sUence 
might  be  too  truly  interpreted,  he,  scarcely  know, 
ing  what  he  said,  asked  who  the  pers<»i  in  the 
Uue  ribband  was  ? 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


294  PERCY  HALLORY. 

^^  Never  ask  questions  in  a  party— you  shall 
know  all  you  want  to  know,  at  a  more  fitdiig  op- 
portunity.^ 

Percy  felt  himself  like  a  school-boy  in  this 
man^s  hand»-Hmd  though  he  was  disposed,  in  the 
first  mom^t,  to  resent  this  species  of  tutoring, 
such  is  the  influence  of  puMic  opinion,  even  upon 
those  who  are  least  disposed  to  acknowledge  it— 
and  such  would  have  been  Percy^s  case,  had  the 
question  been  put  to  him — that  he  felt  Mr  Claren- 
don Dossiter  was  not  a  man  to  be  treated — as  he 
would  have  treated  him,  four-and-twenty  hours 
before — had  he  even  suspected  him  of  an  inten- 
tion to  dispute,  much  more  to  control,  his  opi- 
nions. 

<^  Are  you  not  acquainted  with  that  man  T 
asked  Dossiter,  throwing  his  eye  towards  a  figure, 
which  seemed  to  be  adjusting  itself  before  a  large 
mirror,  opened  to  him  by  an  interval  between  two 
exquisitely  beautifiil  girls,  who,  having  quickly 
exchanged  looks  with  infinite  gravity,  slightly 
curtseyed  to  the  beau,  as  they  enlarged  the  sphere 
of  vision  for  him.  He  bowed  in  return — but  rea- 
dily availed  himself  of  the  advantage — and  being 
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apparently  perfectly  satisfied  with  his  own  reflec- 
tion, hummed  the  burthen  of  a  French  air,  and 
sauntered  towards  the  spot  where  Dossiter  and 
Percy  were  standing. 

^'  Surely  it  is  Grandison  de  Lacy^^  replied  the 
latter  to  his  companion. 

'^  Hush  !— rthe  same,^ — answered  Dossiter  in  a 
lower  tone— but  his  name  had  caught  the  ear  of 
its  owner,  and  De  Lacy  turned  towards  Percy, 
with  his  glass  to  his  eye. 

^^  Hah !  my  dear  Percy— of  all  the  birds  in 
the  air,  who  would  haye  thought  of  finding  you 
here  !^ — and  he  seemed  to  surrey  his  costume,  as 
if  his  fixture  maimer  was  to  be  regulated  by  it. 

^'  I  should  have  supposed,  Sir,^  returned  Per- 
cy, in  a  Toice  that  bespoke  any  thing  rather  than 
satisfaction,  ^^  that  it  would  be  a  matter  of  rather 
more  than  indifference  to  you,  where  I  was  to  be 
found,'' 

*^  Very  good,  upon  my  soul— uppish— quite 
right,  as  things  have  turned  out^ 

"  I  dpn't  understand  you.  Sir," — cried  Percy, 
in  a  still  more  unequivocal  tone. 

"  How  should  you,  my  good  friend? — havn't 
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liTed  limg  ^ough  in  the  worlds-understood  no- 
body myself,  when  I  first  issued  firom  the  mona- 
stery.'' 

^<  Then,  Sir,  our  conference  may  be  consider- 
ed at  an  end.'" 

<^  By  no  means— you  see  we  have  not  yet  come 
to  an  understanding.  You  think  me  a  coxcomb 
—you  will  know  me  bett»  hereaftei^-or,  wlncb 
is  Ae  same  thing,  appreciate  me  better.  Hey, 
Pirtwhistle — where  the  deuce  is  the  fellow  f^-^ 
looking  round  for  his  shadow  among  the  limited 
drcle,  beyond  which  his  eye  could  not  penetrate. 
Percy  had  msed  Clarendon's  arm,  and  was  walk- 
ing off. 

*^  Nay,  prithee,  Percy,'*  cried  De  Lacy,  "  de 
let  us  undersand  each  other  so  fei^— that  if  you 
will  impeach  your  own  taste,  by  doubting  mine, 
yet  let  me  daim  something  from  old  fellowship.'* 

Percy  seemed  to  rdent — and  stopped.  De 
Lacy  drew  him  a  litde  aside,  where  their  conver- 
sation could  not  be  overheard. 

^^  You  diink  yourself  justly  offsnded  at  my 
conduct,  at  our  first  meeting  at  Crasy  Castle,  after 
so  long  a  separation,  and  — — " 
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<<  Had  I  not  reason  ?"" 

*^  Piano^-«*Percy— this  is  not  exactly  the  place 
£:>T  a  sc^e-— you  had  reason,  I  take  for  granted-— 
because  you  were  always  a  reascmaUe  being — but 
I  had  reas(m— or  a  reason ^ 

<<  For  insulting  me  ?^ 

^*  MarOnvok  ien  va^t-en  guerre^  miranton'^ 

"  Mr  Grandison  de  Lacy  -— " 

**  At  your  service-^-if  you  desire  to  despatch 
me  before  my  time  to  join  my  antediluvian  ances- 
tors^-—this  was  uttered  in  a  still  lower  tone  of 
▼oic^— ^'  I  shall  not  consider  the  inconvenience  of 
the  thing,  if  it  can  afford  you  the  smallest  satis- 
fiu^n ;  but,  I  con&ss,  I  see  no  good  that  can 
arise  out  of  it  to  yourself,  to  say  nothing  of  *  la 
forhine  de  la  guerre  ;^  but  if  you  are  as  reason^- 
Ue  as  you  ought  to  be— never  having  had  reason 
to  be  otherwise— I  will  satisfy  you  in  a  few 
words,  that  no  offence  on  my  part  was  intends 
ed.'' 

<<  There  then  is  an  end  of  it,""  said  Percy,  in- 
tempting  him. 

Ever  in  extremes,  my  dear  fellow— you 
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mountaineers  are  up  and  down  hill — before  a 
(rroyeller  on  the  surface  can  pick  his  way  either 
up  or  down.  Here  have  I  reasons  as  plenty  as 
Uackl^rries — and  3ret  yotfU  ha'  none  of' em.^ 

^^  Not  upon  compulsion,''  added  Percy  smiling, 
for  he  could  not  long  hold  out  against  an  old 
friend,  even  though  he  might  wear  a  new  &ce. 

^^  I  have  given  you  satis&ction,  then  ?" 

"  All  that  I  desire." 

^^  But  not  all  that  is  necessary  for  me — I  was 
annoyed  at  my  reception — I  was  annoyed  at  the 
intelligence  I  receiyed,  that  you  were  to  marry 
my  sister — ^nay,  do  not  be  angry — I  knew  not  of 
the  family  compact  into  which  our  wise  and  pro- 
vident parents  had  entered — I  had  pledged  my 
interest  in  her  affections  to  a  friend,  and  folt  hurt 
—-for  a  moment — ^upon  my  soul  it  was  but  for  a 
moment — at  finding  you,  as  I  supposed,  domesticat- 
ed, for  the  purpose  of  waiting  till  the  dock  should 
strike  a  certain  hour,  whidi  had  been  predestined, 
from  the  cradle,  for  you  to  say  Amen  to  the 
priest's  benediction.  It  was  to  vent  my  spleen  on 
Sir  Hugh,  that  I  conducted  myself  like  a  puppy 
to  you.     Half  an  hour  after  I  ran  to  your  room, 
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but  you  had  made  your  *  exit  in  a  huff,^  and  I 
was  not  sufficiently  humbled  to  take  horse  and  sue 
to  you.  This  is  the  honest  truth;  but  these 
good  people  will  suspect  my  sanity  or  my  alle- 
giance— if  I  am  detected  solemnly  framing  a  de- 
claration like  a  lawyer^s  derk — \m\  that  the 
term,  Mr— Mr— What  the  devil^s  your  name  J^ 
looking  fiiU  in  the  ittce  of  Dossiter,  who  blushed 
to  the  eyes,  but  made  no  answer — ^Percy  stared 
—but  accepted  the  hand  which  young  De  Lacy 
4dSered  him.  The  latter,  without  paying  any  fur- 
ther attention  to  Clarendon,  continued  in  a  grav- 
er tone  than  he  had  yet  assumed — 

'^  Percy,  I  feel  for  your  altered  drcumstan- 
oes.^ 

<^  Grandison— that  is  a  delicate  subject — it 
cannot  be  discussed  in  such  a  scene  as  this — ^nor, 
indeed,  any  where  can  I  listen  to  it  as  a  matter  of 
ccnnmiseration.'^ 

"  Commiseration  ! — I  told  you,  Percy,  you 
didn^t  know  me-*but  you  shall— -and  that  in 
some  d^pree  before  we  part.  First  and  foremost, 
Percy,  I  would,  never  have  humbled  myself  to  an 
explanation,  at  least  before  it  had  been  demand- 
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ed ;  but  that  your  character,  und^  your  adverse 
fortunes,  has  raised  you  so  fiur  above  me,  that  I 
should  have  sought  you  out — ^had  I  not  accident- 
ally met  you — in  the  last  place,  as  I  said  before 
-—in  which  I  could  possibly  have  expected  to  find 
you — so  shortly  after  your  arrival  in  town.'" 

"How  so  ?^ 

"  That  must  be  reserved— perhaps  I  nught 
even  have  avoided  the  risk  I  hasaid  o£  my  repu- 
tation, in  appearing  to  talk  rationally  for  a  qoai- 
ter  of  an  hour  in  such  a  circle— but  no  <mje  hear? 
me,^  looking  humorously  round  him-—"  but  that 
I  had  a  stronger  motive,  than  any  personal  consi- 
deration, for  coming  to  a  prompt  explanation.'*' 

"  What  can  you  mean  ?*"  asked  Percy,  whilst 
observing  the  varying  countenance  of  De  Lacy. 

^^  I  mean,^  continued  the  other,  with  a  grav^ 
and  determined  air,  "  the  necessity  of  opening 
your  eyes,  which  are  naturally  closed  against  the 
villanies  and  chicaneries  q£  this  new  world — to 
warn  you  against  being  seen  in^  or  keejHng  com- 
pany with  black  legs  and  gamblers,  low  pettifog- 
ging intriguers,  the  decoys  to  vice — the  hirelings 
d  decayed  dowagers — ^and  the  partners  in  th^ 
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gpoils.  Hitve  I  a  talent  for  description,  think  you, 
Mr— Mr  Dosfliterr 

^*  If  yott  mean,  Sir,""  cried  Clarendon,  assum- 
ing a  look  of  anger  and  defiance 

^^  I  mean  every  thing  your  conscience  inter- 
prets 80  readily.  Sir." 

**  Then,  Sir,  I  must  tell  you  in  return  — ** 

^'  If  but  one  single  word.  Sir — I  will  hazard  a 
#cene  for  the  sake  of  my  firiend.  Dare  but  to 
look  an  answer,  and  I  will  so  pluck  your  feathers, 
that  not  a  daw  of  the  whole  covey  shall  venture 
to  put  forth  a  hand  to  save  you.  Could  you  not 
be  content,  without  striking  at  such  high  game  P— ^ 
but  I  cannot  parley  with  you.  Mark  me,  Sir— 
I  shall  walk  my  friend,  Percy,  through  the 
rooms — and  set  him  down  at  his  lodgings  in  my 
carriage.  Retire  you  in  the  opposite  direction — 
not  a  word— depart !" — and,  to  Percy's  utter  aston- 
ishment, Dossiter  imfilicitly  obeyed  this  imperi- 
ous mandate,  without  venturing  to  look  his  dissa- 
tisfaction, or  even  to  notice  him  on  parting. 

De  Lacy  passed  his  arm  through  that  of  Per- 
cy, and  was  again  the  prince  of  coxcombs — ^but 
not  of  the  supercilious  order.     He  spoke  to  all — 
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was  fioniliar  with  some— «iid  {nresented  his  ftieild 
to  a  few— ^ound  his  shadow,  Birtwhisde,  in  the 
outer  room  waititig  for  him — and  just  noticed  him 
to  Percy,  by  saying,  "  You  have  seen  Birty  be- 
fore^'' 

"  Mr  De  Lacy's  carriage** — **  Mr  De  Lacy's 
servants^**  was  passed  from  highland  to  low- 
land)  and  from  mouth  refined  above  to  mouth 
plebeian  below — until,  like  the  Irish  echo,  it  re- 
turned to  the  listener's  ear,  ^^  Coming  up  !** — and 
Percys  to  whom  every  thing  and  every  transaction 
of  the  evening  bore  the  stamp  of  mystery,  as  well 
as  novelty,  was  almost  prepared  to  see  the  car- 
riage and  horses  moimt  the  wide  and  spacious 
staircase— as  the  same  term  of  ^^  Coming  up**  was, 
within  two  minutes,  repeated  to  announce  the  as- 
cent of  a  foreign  ambassador,  loaded  with  the  stars 
and  orders  of  ^^  all  nations.** 

Percy  was  not  a  littie  struck  by  the  assembly 
of  '^  High  life  below  stairs** — ^where  not  only  the 
perfect  independence  of  servitude,  but  the  inso- 
lent pride  of  a  pseudo-aristocracy,  seemed  to  per- 
vade the  ranks  of  a  full-dressed  parti-coloured 
phalanx,  who  scarcely  condescended  to  open  their 
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files  to  the  first  noble  of  the  land— ^unless  within 
the  immediate  ciide  of  acknowledged  visitors  at 
home.  The  glare  of  torches,  of  carriage  lights, 
glittering  in  the  distant  space,  and  flitting  in  all 
directions — ^the  noise^  tumult,  and  confusion  in 
the  immediate  avenues  to  the  house-^the  oaths^ 
ribaldry,  and  contention  for  precedence-^the  cut- 
ting and  slashing  of  rival  coachihen,  for  the  ho- 
nor of  their  respective  masters,  without  a  thought 
of  any  minor  consideration  for  their  horses  and 
pannels — ^presented  another  variety  to  the  cata- 
logue of  Percy^s  memorcMUa — and  compelled  him 
to  admit,  that  whatever  might  be  the  deduction 
he  had  been  disposed  to  make  during  the  evening, 
from  the  dangers  of  temptation — ^there  were,  at 
least,  dangers  of  a  more  tangible  nature,  which  he 
had  never  calculated  upon— in  receding  from 
them. 

But  his  surprises  were  not  destined  to  end 
here— for,  when  fairly  landed  on  the  outside  of 
the  threshold,  instead  of  a  carriage,  which  he 
concluded  would  be  either  a  chariot  or  a  coach, 
he  perceived  drawn  up  to  the  side  of  the  pavement 
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a  non-descript  vehicle,  which  appeared,  at  first 
flight,  like  a  huge  Frendi  bonnet  in  mourning. 

"  In  with  you,  Percy,'^  cried  De  Lacy,  point- 
ing to  the  machine.  ^'Birtwhisde,  you  must  walk,^ 
and  the  shadow  lost  its  grade  in  departing  from 
its  substance. 

"  In— how  r 

<^  Thus,"^  replied  he,  ducking  his  own  head  un- 
der the  leathern  pent-house,  whilst  one  servant 
stood  at  the  horse^s  head,  who  was  fidgetting  and 
j^unging  amid  the  tumult  about  him— and  another 
held  down  the  firont  or  apron,  as  he  dived  into  the 
vehicle.  Dexterously  seizing  the  reins,  he  held  out 
his  spare  hand  as  a  guide  to  Percy,  to  place  him 
by  his  side.— Seeing  the  disposition  of  the  h^se, 
the  latter  was  perfectly  aware,  that  ^^  to  hesitate 
was  to  be  lost^ — and,  trusting  to  his  pilot,  he 
made  the  leap  in  the  dark,  and  found  himself,  in 
two  seconds,  fast  bound,  and  locked  up  in  a  sort 
of  band-box — or  rather  pillory — ^where  the  head 
and  hands  of  the  charioteer  only  were  visiUe 
above  board — and  if  the  mob  of  rival  contenders, 
by  whom  they  were  surrounded,  had  been  at  lib^- 
ty  to  bestow  as  much  manual  as  oral  filth  upon 
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die  <*gemman  Janrey^and  his  ^^Frencfaygo-cart,"' 
thdr  positioii  would  have  been  still  more  appro- 
priate-^oT)  be  it  known^  this  was  the  first  spring 
in  which  the  French  discoveries  in  comfort  and 
cairiage-building  had  been  translated  into  Eng^ 
lish  under  the  form  of  ^^  noddies,^  or,  more  techni- 
cally speaking,  ^<  cabriolets,^  as  dandy  conveyan^ 
ces  to  operas  and  parties.  Percy,  who  had  scal- 
ed heights,  which  appeared  to  a  common  eye  in- 
accessiUe-^bounded  over  chasms,  that  seemed  to 
yawn  for  his  destruction — and  breasted  the  tor- 
rent, which  threatened  to  swe^  away,  in  its  rude 
oourse,  all  that  opposed  it-— could  not  avoid  a  few 
nervous  twitches,  when  he  found  the  horse  at  li- 
berty, and,  plunging  forward  into  a  living  forest, 
which  seemed  no  where  to  leave  a  space  su£B- 
dently  extended  for  the  passage  of  a  wheel-barrow  1 
Grandison  de  Lacy-^whose  great  ancestor  never 
moved  behind  less  than  six  long-tailed  blacks — 
fislt  equal  pride  in  the  perfect  management  of  one, 
which  probably  cost  him  as  much  as  Sir  CharWs 
whole  stud — and,  though  at  half  speed,he  so  ^^cun- 
ningly^  and  skilfiilly  steered  his  way,  that,  before 
Percy  could  give  a  distinct  form  to  his  apprehen- 
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fiums^hefottad  the  ressel  in  smooth  water-— in  other 
words,  in  PalL-Mall,  where  carnages  merdy  patoed 
and  repassed  acccHrdiog  to  the  convetitional  <nder 
and  r^ulari^  of  the  establidied  usages  of  the 
metropoliis. 

Percy  protested  against  carrying  De  Lacy  out 
of  his  way.  When  they  had  reached  Chaiis^ 
Cross,  he  was  in  the  direct  line  for  h<MBe»  and 
decUured  he  could  not  mistake  his  way-— but  the 
other,  dther  disposed  to  afford  a  fiirther  es% 
hibition  of  his  skill,  or  willing  to  evince  to  Percy 
the  sincerity  of  his  good  will,  flew  over  tlw 
ground  as  if  he  were  driving  against  time-^ 
though^  it  must  be  confessed,  his  fiiend  was  only 
aiqnrehensive  he  might  drive  against  the  posts, 
which  occasionally  obtruded  themsdves  at  certain 
^i^les  of  the  streets. 

At  the  Temple  gate,  he  drew  up— -and,  as  it 
may  be  sujqposed,  little  having  been  said  during 
thb  rajnd  trqfet^  De  Lacy  invited  himsdf  to 
break£ut  with  him  on  the  following  morning  for 
the  pui^ose  of  exphoning  dK  occurrences  of  the 
evening — and  again  took  flight. 

Percy— Blencow  having,  the  previous   day, 
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taken  op  hk  abode  with  the  elder  Do«t^v-hid 
BO  one  to  disturb  his  meditations,  when  he  retired 
to  the  solitude  of  his  chamber.  He  let  himself 
in— and  a  candle,  secured  in  a  lanthom  hy  the 
Hnm  who  had  engaged  to  serve  him  in  ccmmion 
with  SOTue  other  students,  who  were  widiout  a  ser^ 
▼ant— lighted  him  to  his  sitting  room,  where  he 
found  things  in  tolerably  comfortable  order  for 
Ids  reception. 

He  fdt  himself  tired,  bat  not  sleqpy.  Thus 
it  is— ^and  although  we  do  not  question  the  eym^ 
pathy  between  mind  and  body,  as  a  general  doc- 
trine, it  certainly  does  not  hold,  with  respect  to 
persons  in  Percy^s  situation-*if  the  body  be 
tived,  it  is  ready  enough  to  involye  mind,  and  all, 
in  die  luxury  of  obUvious  and  refreshing  sleep—* 
bat  if  the  mind  suffisr  alone— that  is,  if  it  take  its 
ewn  exercise  apart,  andindependent  of  its  material 
sfipendage— the  more  extensive  its  exeursi(ms,  or 
the  more  harassing  its  excitations,  the  less  dis- 
posed  is  the  latter  to  dose  even  an  eye  for  its  relie£ 
Perhaps  some  highly-gifted  Scotdi  professor  may 
be  able  to  account  for  this.  Neither  Percy  nor 
myself  are  able  to  do  so— but  he  can  vouch  for 
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the  fact,  and  that  is  all  we  either  of  us  profess  ta 
do  i^n  such  abstruse  sulgects.  Percy  took  up: 
a  book-r-of  our  joint  composition — ^whichsome  per- 
sons of  my  acquaintance  prescribe  as  a  supplement 
to  Aepharmacopceia  of  sedatives^  and  as  a  power- 
fid  appeal  to  that  yery  sympathy,  the  absence  of 
which  we  have  just  imputed  to  the  never  ne- 
glected, and  constantly  pampered  ^^  better  half^ 
as  many  worthy  individuals  evidently  conrider  it, 
fit>m.  the  exclusive  care  they  bestow  upon  it. 
Whatever  might  have  been  the  efiect  upon 
Farcy,  had  he  £urly  applied  the  prescription, 
we  only  have  to  record  that  he  found  it  so  unpa- 
lataUe  in  the  existing  state  of  his  mind,  that  he 
threw  the  book  aside,  and  recollecting  that  he 
might  just  as  well  reflect  in  bed,  with  die  even- 
tual chance  of  falling  asleep,  when  his  material 
adjunct  was  off  its  guard,  as  sit  with  a  half^xpir- 
ing.  fire,  and  unsnuffed  ^'  muttons,^  he  lost  not  a 
moment  in  preparing  himself  for  the  happy  alter- 
native. 

**  He  .put  out  the  light — and  then  -— "* 

-    -      r    -^  '   •       - 

'  -    4      *     .* 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

Percy  waited  impatiently  the  next  morning 
for  the  arriyal  of  his  expected  guest,  and  could 
not  help  ponderiilg  upon  the  curious  reyolution 
which  had  taken  pUice  in  his  town  connections,  in 
the  interval  between  his  last  meal,  and  that  for 
which  he  now  felt  himself  duly  prepared — and  it 
would  be  a  difficult  matter  to  decide  whether  his 
appetite  for  what  was  spread  before  him  by  the 
purveyor  of  his  housdiold — or  for  what  he  ex- 
pected from  his  coming  guest,  was  at  this  mo- 
mait — just  upon  the  stroke  of  ten — ^most  ur- 
gent;— but  the  questbn  was  no  longer  doubtful 
afVer  the  arrival  of  De  Lacy,  who,  for  a  man  of 
tcm,  was  tolerably  punctual,  and  could  scarcely 
restrain  the  expression  of  his  selfUidmiration,  at 
being  only  half  an  hour  afWr  his  time.     He  sat 
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down,  sans  ceremonies  to  the  breakfiut-taUe,  and 
Percy  seemed  tacitly  to  concur  in  the  propriety 
of  taking  in  supplies,  before  the  voyage  of  dift- 
covery  was  entered  upon. 

The  life  of  a  Templar  is  so  much  like  that  of  a 
Gownsman,  diat  De  Lacy  felt  himself  quite  at 
home,  and  directed  the  **  gip,^  as  he  chose  to 
call  him,  in  his  several  departmaits  of  boiling 
^gs,  replenishing  the  dishes  as  their  contents 
disiqppeand^  and  carefolly  summering  the  cofiee 
on  the  bracket  of  die  grate  The  besetdi^  nn 
looaong  the  fashionables  of  the  piesent  day  par* 
takes,  I  shrewdly  suspect,  more  of  the  gourmand 
than  the  gourmet y  or,  at  least,  divides  the  matter 
petty  equally  between  them.  A  bon  vwani 
certainly  does  not  now  necessarily  include  a  so^ 
and,  inasmuch  as  his  neighbours  are  concerned, 
the  diange  is  for  the  better ;— -but  why  it  should 
be  the  fiishion  to  be  either,  it  would  puide  a 
wiser  head  or  a  much  weaker  one  than  mine  to 
decide.  Percy  ate  on  until  he  was  satisfied,  and 
thought  no  more  about  it— his  companion  was 
not  satisfied  until  he  had  examined  every  artide 
with  fiistidious  nicety— and  compounded  and  de* 
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cbmpounded  the  various  artidee  of  even  to  un- 
unmptuoas  a  table  as  that  of  a  raw  housekeeper 
like  his  preseitt  host,  must  necessarily  be — ^be- 
fere  he  trusted  his  hand  to  convey  them  to  the 
sacred  adyt  of  the  temple,  to  whose  dei^  he 
was  sacrificing.  Percy,  relieved  firom  die  calls 
of  hunger,  was  the  more  anxious  to  receive  the  ex- 
planatkm  and  elucidation  of  the  events  of  the  pre* 
ceding  evening,  and  gaied  with  astonishment, 
not  altogether  unmixed  with  a  strongs  sentiment, 
upon  his  g^uest,  as  he  picked  and  selected,  and 
seasoned  and  dianged  plate  after  plate-4n  vary, 
ing  the  mode  of  disguising  the  simj^e  elements  of 
cold  beef,  ham  and  ^;g8— or  in  warming  the 
milk  for  his  coffee,  and  apportioning  the  cream 
and  sugar  to  his  hyson !  Percy,  however,  con- 
soled himself  with  the  reflection,  that  all  things 
inust  have  an  end — and — ^to  the  regret  of  many 
I  could  name,  and  those  too  who  have  never  en* 
tered  the  lists  for  civic  honors — ^the  enjoyments  of 
the  table  among  the  rest 

De  Lacy  asked  for  a  finger-glass  and  a  napkin. 
The  attendant  brought  him  a  bason  and  a  towel— 
and  having  looked  in  his  fiice,  as  if  to  ascertain 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


313  PEBCr  MALLOEY. 

whether  the  fellow  was  a  wag  or  in  sober  earnest, 
he  proceeded  to  immerse  die  extremities  of  his 
fingers  into  the  sorry  substitute— but  rejecting 
in  tato  the  pro^napJdn,  wiped  them  on  a  comer 
of  the  break&st-cloth. 

At  length  the  interesting  apparatus  was  pa*- 
mitted  to  be  removed,  and  the  attendant  to  re- 
tire, but  not  before  the  latter  was  directed  to  be 
on  the  watch  for  De  Lacy^s  horses  and  groom, 
and  Mr  Birtwhistle ! 

;  ..^i  I, did  not  bring  him  with  me,  Percy;— I 
thouf^kt^e  might  be  de  trop. — As  for  me,  I 
don^t  care  what  I  say  before  him — ^but  you  per- 
haps  '' 

^^  I  certainly  am  not  sufficiently  acquainted 
with  the  gentleman,  to  admit  him  to  any  confi-* 
dential  communication,  if  such ^'^ 

^^  Aye,  there^s  the  difference. — To  me  he  is 
absolutely  necessary — they  call  him  my  flappeiv-r 
his  office  is  never  to  recollect  anything  which  I 
choose  to  forget— or  forget  anything  I  wish  all 
the  world  to  know.*" 

"  A  very  usefiil — but  not  a  very "^ 

^'  Respectable  office — admitted — ^but— *that  is 
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his  look  out,  not  mine.*— Men  have  various  modes 
of  making  their  way  in  the  world — this  is  his 
—your  friend,  Mr  Clarendon  Dossiter,  has  an- 
other.'* 

**  That's  more  to  the  point— what  is  that  man 
— and  what  b  the  meaning  of  the  scene  I  witness- 
ed last  nightT 

^'  We  shall  come  to  that  anon,"  and  as  he  pro- 
ceeded, Percy  could  not  but  observe  that  his  con- 
versation gradually  lost  the  affectation,  which 
scarcely  yet  seemed  perfectly  fitted  to  the  habit 
nf  this  spoiled  child  of  fiishion. — ^*  We  must 
lead  you  by  d^;ree8,  Percy,  as  they  do  at  the 
University,  into  the  Temple  of  Knowledge — ^We 
admit  no  mandamus  graduates  with  us — ^we  have 
no  *  royal  road,'  through  the  mysteries  of  this 
great  town.** 

<<  I  must  submit  to  anything  but  examiniltion 
— I  should  certainly  be  plucked,  as  I  believe  you 
call  it,  at  the  very  first  question." 

*'  Well  pleaded — I  could  not  have  a  more  de- 
sirable pujol — a  tabula  rasa  on  which  to  im- 
press my  oracular  communications — ^but  to  be 
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grave— at  least,  as  grare  as  may  be  necessary  to 
be  tedious.^ 

<^  Youmay  bestow  it  all  upon  me,^  said  Percy, 
smiling,  and  drawing  his  chair  towards  De  Laoy, 
— -^  I  am  fortunate  in  becoming  die  disciple  of 
so  learned  a  profisssor  r 

"  Many  a  true  word  spoken  in  jest,  Percy- 
bat  let  that  pas&-*my  experience  is,  I  fear,  the  sum 
total  of  the  profits  of  my  professorship.^ 

'^  Not  if  you  can  supply  your  friends  gratis.^ 

^  There  are  not  many  disposed  to  incur  sudi 
an  obligation— but  I  was  speaking  of  that  man 
Birtwhisde,  whom  I  took  up  at  Florence  as  a 
butt,  but  finding  him  too  good-natured  or  toe 
impenetrable  for  the  situation,  I  brought  him 
oyer  the  Alps  with  me  as  a  omipanion.  In 
France  he  was  so  accommodating,  that  I  admit- 
ted him  to  my  confidence,  and  before  we  readied 
Ei^land  he  became  a  necesswry  and  essential 
part  of  my  establishment^ 

"  IshepoorP'' 

*^  Notinpurse— of  his  spirit  yon  may  yoursdf 
judge.  His  history  is  a  commmi  one — ^his  fiither 
was  in  trade,  but  suflSciently  esuUished  to  edu- 
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cate  Ub  son  to  something  better.  He  ivas  sent 
to  sdiool— bat,  his  situation  in  life  being  known, 
lie  fiiund  few  associates  willing  to  admit  him  in- 
to their  mess — ^bat,  being  of  a  mild  conciliatory 
disposition,  he  found  an  occasional  patron  who 
btrteved  his  protection  fcft  services  peifermed — 
an  occasional  flogging  for  a  friend — ^an  honest 
eonfession  of  ofiences,  which  he  had  never  com- 
mitted, became  a  seal  to  the  compact,  and  Billy 
Birtwhisde  rose  in  time  into  some  repute  among 
his  sdbool-fellows,  as  a  ^  good  sort  of  fellow/ 
Ajk  usde  who  had  gone  out  to  die  West  Indies, 
JBs  a  manager  of  aa  estate,  died  in  advanced  age, 
not  master  only  of  the  estate  he  managed^  but 
divers  others— it  matters  not  how — and  dying, 
ibade  this  boy  his  heir.  With  a  princely  for- 
tune, and  a  taste  for  high  life,  but  without  any 
legitimate  means  of  introduction,  he  is  content  to 
creep  into  it — and  had  actually  accompanied  a 
young  man  of  some  rank,  but  no  fortune,  to  the 
eoBtinent,  iq>on  an  understanding,  that  they  were 
to  live  together  upon  an  equality,  in  the  best  and 
most  expensive  society,  ^lly  being  not  only 
piarse  bearer,  but  purse  maker !   His  companion 
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dying  one  day,  probably  firom  repletion,  not  hav* 
ing  been  accustomed  to  draw  ctd  libUum  upon  the 
resources  of  pleasure — the  speculation  fell  to  the 
ground,  before  Birtwhistle  was  initiated.  You 
haye  seen  how  he  fell  unto  my  portion — and  hav- 
ing no  occasion  for  his  purse — and  none — abso- 
lutely-*for  his  services — he  has,  neverthdess, 
contrived  to  render  himself  so  necessary — by 
fetching  and  carrying  like  a  spaniel-^propagating 
or  suppressing  reports  at  my  sovereign  will  and 
pleasure — ^bringing  me  a  ministerial  secret— or 
bribing  servants  for  the  first  reports  of  any  do- 
mestic scandal — ^that  he  has  become  identified 
with  me,  and  horn  the  highest  to  the  lowest,'  peo- 
ple would  as  soon  think  of  inviting  me  to  their 
houses  without  my  coat,  as  widiout  Billy  Birt- 
whistle.'' 

^<  He  is,  in  short,  a  parasite  T  said  Percy, 
drily. 

"  He  is  a  *  toady,'  Percy — a  sure  card  in 
society,  and  were  I  to  throw  him  off  to-morrow, 
he  would  have  twenty  as  good  as  myself  to  es- 
pouse his  interests — ^  ce  rCest  que  le  premier  pas 
qui  couie,'*    In  short,  he  is  up— <uid  good  din- 
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ners,  nure  wines,  a  splendid  establishment,  and  a 
dashing  <set  out,^  will  keep  him  afloat  among 
the  very  best  of  us.^ 

**  Upon  my  word,'*  said  Percy,  with  a  smile, 
^^  there  appear  to  be  many  very  extraordinary 
modes  of  maidng  a  man's  way,  in  what  you  call 
the  world." 

'<  /  call  it ! — ^who.dare  6all  it  anything  else  ?— 
is  it  not  the  criterion — the  judge,  jury,  and  exe- 
cutioner of  all  who  are  disobedient  to  its  laws  f — 
and  may  not  a  man  as  well  slip  out  of  the  world, 
as  the  Yulgars  call  existence — as  be  on  the  black* 
book  of  the  world,  as  we  call  Life.'' 

^  There  n^iy  be  a  difference  of  taste  on  that 
point-" 

^  Not  of  taste,  Percy— of  opinion,  I  grant  you^ 

<^  But,  Dossiter — this  Clarendon  Dossiter !" 

"  '  Still  harping  upon  my  daughter !' — WcU, 
then*— under  what  genus  should  you  be  di^osed 
to  dass  this  sphinx  of  a  man  ?" 

^^  I  am  no  (Edipus— you  must  still  be  my 
otacle." 

'^  My  responses  are  too  circumstantial  to  be 
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oracular — and  so  to  your  wordiy  ftiebd,  Mr  Cfah 
Tendon.^ 

**  No  friend  of  mine.'* 

^  Y<m  have  lived  in  the  "world^  then,  long 
enough  to  know  when  to  throw  one  off.'* 

^  Upon  my  life,  I  knew  nothing  of  the  man, 
till  within  these  three  days,  and  then,  only  aa 
dierk  to  his  fiither,  to  whom  I  came,  recommend- 
ed by  Mr  Rycott"* 

^^  The  happy  ignorance  of  a  coimtry  client ! 
WeD,  Percy — I  acquit  you  of  die  friendship— 
but  the  capital  charge  still  remains,  of  intimacy 
with  such  a  person  !** 

Percy,  anxious  to  explain  every  thing  rda- 
tive  to  his  apparent  connection  with  die  Dossi- 
iers,  detailed  to  De  Lacy  all  that  had  occurred 
during  his  short  residence  in  town. 

^^  Enough — you  stand  absolved,  coram  Jtidke. 
Enow,  then,  Percy,  diat  I  heard  enoi]^  at 
Whitens  last  night  after  weparted — ^to  comprdiend 
the  whole  arrang^nent  as  finr  as  you  are  concern- 
ed— but  all  in  due  order.  The  elder  Dossiter  is 
a  man  that  has  a  certain  business — with  those  who 
do  know  him,  and  those  who  do  not.     The  latter 

10 
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«re  his  beet  customeirs — the  others  employ  him 
<mty  on  qpecial  occasions.  Your  meeting  a  man 
of  Lord  Harweden^s  rank  at  his  table  is  no  proof 
.of  his  respectalnlity-^what  his  Lordship  has  to 
6pare  of  that  artide,  he  would  not^  I  suspect,  be 
disposed  to  bestow  upon  Mr  Clement  Dossiter. 
What  their  connection  is,  I  pretend  not  to  know. 
Lord  Harweden,  as  a  young  man,  was  a  dissipat- 
ed spendthrift— you  see  how  we  talk  of  the  '  okU 
esk  time^  and  its  vices.  He  was  oYerwhelmed — 
inundated  with  post-obits  upon  his  father^s  death— ^ 
who,  good  man,  had  contributed  all  in  his  power 
lo  reduce  the  means  of  temptati<m  to  his  heir,  by 
dissipating  them  to  the  utmost  extent  the  law  of 
entail  would  allow.  This  Dossiter  was  the  agent 
of  the  young  peer,  and  had  been  the  medium  of 
all  his  money  transactions,  and  I  need  hardly 
tdl  you,  though  but  a  ^  babe  from  the  wood^--^ 
diat  the  eonfidant  of  our  follies  is  in  train  to  be^ 
come  the  master  of  our  conduct ;  and  to  his  cost. 
Lord  Harweden  finds,  in  spite  of  late  repoitance 
and  rigid  retrendiment,  that  Dossiter  stidu  like 
a  burr  to  him,  and  will  never  suffer  himself  to  be 
diaken  off.     It  is  said  he  has  even  a  stronger  hold 
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upon  htm  than  mere  financial  dependance,  bat  to 
this  I  cannot  speak — I  only  know  that  he  dare 
revise  the  fellow  nothing — and  it  is  said  that  the 
pride  of  the  peer  revolted,  and  even  spumed  at  a 
repeated  application  to  bestow  his  old  family  name 
upon  the  son  of  this  man — ^but-^he  did  bestow  it^ 
and,  by  proxy,  as  a  salvo,  I  presume,  answered 
at  the  Tout  for  a  rogue^s  suckling.^ 

<^  What  a  degrading  species  of  dependance  T 
^^  If  you  mean  to  define  specifically  as  we  pro- 
ceed, you  had  better  rank  it  at  once  under  ^  pun- 
ishment for  crime^ — ^for  so  I  am  most  uncharita- 
bly disposed  to  consider  it — ^but  leave  we  them  and 
their  consciences  to  settle  diat  matter— old  Doe- 
siter^s  business— ^tcoccd  professional  income,  could 
not  defiray  the  tenth  part  of  the  charge  necessary 
to  support  the  style  in  which  he  has  lived  for 
many  years  past  He  is  the  rich  agent  of  the 
poor  Lord  Harweden — and  that  part  of  the  sUny 
speaks  for  itself— but  he  has  other  resources, 
though  aU  probably  derived  from  the  same  origin. 
He  is  a  money-lender — and  has  mortgages  or  post- 
obits  from  half  the  young  men  about  town.  This 
is  a  speculation  that  requires  machinery — and  the 
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principal  machinist — ^r^olarly  trained  and  edu- 
cated to  every  shift  and  expedi^it  of  the  craft — ^is 
no  less  a  person  than  your  ftiend— no,  not  your 
friend — Mr  Beau  Dossiter  P 

"  He  is  an  impostor,  then  P 

^^  He  is  too  good  a  Liwyer  to  suffer  you  to  say 
so  with  impunity  in  his  hearing — but  for  want  of 
a  better  designation— or  one  more  intelligible  and 
technical— -considering  how  yoimg  you  are  in  the 
business— we  will  e^en  let  it  stand.*^ 

**  What  else  can  we  call  such  a  being  ?^ 

^*  You  might  have  chanced  upon  swindler— 
or  the  more  delicate  term  of  ^black-1^^ — ^which, 
you  may  recollect,  rather  offended  his  nerves  last 
night — ^but  he  knows  that  I  know  him,  and  that 
is  pretty  nearly  as  good  a  hold  upon  hfan  as  his 
father  has  upon  poor  Lord  Harweden.  I  saved  a 
friend,  Percy,  for  whom  such  an  intricate  chain 
of  villainy  had  been  woven  by  these  people- 
that  his  ruin  was  inevitable,  had  my  interference 
been  delayed  a  single  hour.  I  could  have  hanged 
some  of  the  party — ^but  they  purchased  my  m- 
lence  by  relaxing  their  hold  upon  my  poor  scape- 
goat.^ 

VOL.  II.  X 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


322  PEECY  HALLOBT. 

"  You  have  saved  me,  perhaps,  Lacy." 

"  No,  Percy — only  anticipated  your  own  dia- 
CDvery,  and  saved  you  the  possible  expense  of  a 
little  experience — ^you,  my  good  feUow,  could 
never  become  a  gamester — nor,  consequently,  a 
dupe  to  gameat^rs !" 

"  I  hope  not.'' 

^^  But  they  hoped  otherwise.  This  Clarendon 
was  to  probe  you.  The  incipient  operation  was 
in  train  last  night.  This  man  can — as  you  seem 
to  have  witnessedr— vary  his  character  to  every 
shade  of  society*— and  that,  not  by  the  bungling, 
hackneyed  mode  of  falling  into  the  foibles  of 
those  with  whom  he  associates,  but  by  laughing 
at  them — ansuming  airs  of  authcmty— ^treidng 
them  with  contempt,  and  even  aflronting  them, 
just  as  the  patient  is  fitted  to  the  treatment.^ 

^^  This  surely  is  the  oddest  mode,''  observed 
Percy,  '^  of  making  a  man's  way— of  any  you 
have  yet  touched  upon." 

**  And  yet  ndthing  is  more  true*-nay,  you 
yourself  have  related  certain  instances  of  his  ver- 
satility." 

"  Of  his  versatility,  granted  — •" 
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^  And  of  his  iiiBolence  as  the  means  of  estab^ 
Hshing  hk  authority  .'*' 

^^  Still  I  am  unable  to  comptehend  it.^ 

^^  Because  you  have  yet  the  raciness  of  charac- 
ter about  you — ^which  would  be  imputed  to  you — 
and  ought  to  be  so  by  me— as  mere  ignorance  of 
the  world.'' 

^  And  that  is  really  the  plain  English  of  it, 
without  the  ccnnpliment  of  a  periphrasis.'' 

**  You  will  shake  off  some  of  this  diffidence 
when  we  have  had  you  among  us  a  little  longer. 
The  ftct  is,  my  dear  friend,  in  a  fa^  state  of  po- 
lish, society  cannot  endure  plain  Nature— can  db- 
tingoish  nothing  that  does  not  dedc  itself  out  for 
it  Men  who  hope  for  the  woiU'a  sufirages 
must  dress  and  act  as  they  do  upon  the  puMic 
stage— where  every  thing  is  heightened  and  ex* 
aggerated,  or  the  effect  would  be  lost. — You  will 
perceive  I  am  speaking  of  the  world^-not  of 
yours." 

^  It  is  certainly  one  I  appear  to  have  little 
knowledge  of" 

**  It  is  a  very  good  sort  of  world  after  aU— but 
you  forgot  your  obligation — I  am  shewing  myself 
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up-.-and  proving  traitor  merely  to  satisfy  your  an- 
reasonable  curiosity — ^Nay,  not  a  word — I  am  in 
for  it  now — and  if  you  were  to  turn  Eing^s  evi- 
dence,  no  one  would  believe  you.  In  such  a  state 
of  Aings  as  I  have  described,  the  appetite  must 
be  pampered  in  order  to  be  gratified — aifd  the  few 
who  are  in  possession  of  the  secret  lead  the  world 
by  the  nose  as  efifectually  as  if  they  had  a  tangtUe 
hold  upon  that  point  of  honor.  I  have  known  tl^ 
very  scum  and  refuse  of  society  rise  to  Ae  tcqp— 
owing  to  circumstances  which  men  like  yourself 
would  have  passed  by  unnoticed— or,  if  noticed, 
have  considered  only  with  contempt.  I  have  seen 
a  man  stutter  IdmaelfiDto  the  character  of  a  td/; 
and  a  wdl-tied  neckdodi  introduce  its  wearer  into 
aftshionaUe  dub;  a  hat  has  been  a  fortune  to  one 
aspirant,  whilst  another  has  flourished  for  two 
seasons  upon  the  reputation  of  having  cut  out  his 
own  coat,  and  had  it  sewed  on  his  back  by  Hein* 
heer  Stultz ! — ^Nay,  laugh  not — ^for  I  speak  to 
facts. — Short  as  has  been  my  career,  I  have  wit- 
nessed the  favor  of  modest  women  bestowed  upon 
a  man  who  had  only  risen  into  notice  fiN>m  some 
notorious  intrigue — and  stand  unrivalled  until  su^ 
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peraeded  bj  the  equal  claiiiis  of  a  hero,  who  had 
killed  his  second  friend  in  a  duel ! — There  are 
some  who  have  gained  infinite  edat  by  forgetting 
their  most  intimate  associates,  and  joining  parties 
of  strangers  with  the  undisturbed  serenity  of  an 
cdd  acquaintance— others  are  every  where  sought 
after — ^not  for  Ae  entertainment  they  afford — ^but 
because  they  are  notorious  for  never  uttering  a 
good  thing — or  singing  a  song — although  they 
possess  the  power  of  entertaining,  and  their  voice 
OTmusical  talents  of  the  first  order. — Nay — I  have 
in  my  eye  at  this  moment  one  man  who  is  fit^i 
at  every  fiishionable  dinner-table  in  town,  simply 
because  he  utters  the  coarsest  truths  in  opposition 
to  every  reigning  fmble — and  another  who  has  no 
earthly  merit  to  recommend  him,  exce]^  forgetting 
the  proper  name  of  every  body  and  every  thing 
that  presents  itself  before  him.  I  have  heard  him 
affectionately  described  as  the  ^  drollest,  most  en- 
gaging creature  alive !**  and  that  ^positively  there 
was  no  doing  without  him^ — although  it  would  be 
difficult  to  imderstand  what  the  deuce  they  can  do 
with  him.  To  crown  aU,  the  reigning  favourite 
iA  the  present  hour  is  a  being  scarcely  within  the 
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pale  (^rationality ;  but  whose  dictum  respecting 
the  distinct  appropriation  of  every  class  of  rare 
wine  to  white  or  brown  meats— a6  ovo  usqtie  ad 
mala-^&om  the  soup  to  the  Parmesan — is  so  im- 
plicitly obeyedr— that  I  saw  a  veteran  geiMal,no 
longer  ago  than  Tuesday  last,  turn  pale  upon  h^ 
ing  convicted,  in  flagranti  delicto ^  of  the  explod- 
ed heresy  of  taking  Port  wine  after  his  cheese. 
He  pleaded  Double  Gloucester— but  in  vain^> 
not  a  voice  was  raised  for  his  acquittal.^ 

^^  This  is  too  ridiculous  even  for  my  rustic  ig- 
norance, Grandison — I  have  heard  of  hoaaing.'^ 

^*  But  have  experienced  none  as  fiur  as  I  am 
concerned.  I  do  not  mean  to  say,  that,  if  you 
were  to  hear  counsel  on  the  other  side,  an  ingeni- 
ous sophister  woidd  not  give  you  a  diff^ent  ver- 
sion of  the  same  story— but  substantially— mpon 
toy  honor — I  do  not  even  exaggerate.^ 

^^  Then  you  mean  to  say,  that  neither  Wit, 
Wisdom,  nor  Honesty,  can  make  their  way  by 
their  own  intrinsic  worth  ?^ 

*'  No  more  than  a  skiff  in  the  Bay  of  Kscay. 
Why,  lookye,  Percy— here  stand  I — when  I  part- 
ed from  you  three  years  ago^  I  made  my  enifi  in- 
11 
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ta  these  scenes,  and  passed  a  season  in  the  gay 
world  at  home  before  I  started  on  my  travels.  I 
certainly  knew  more  of  what  was  worth  knowing 
at  that  time  than  I  do  now — and  I  have  unlearnt 
more  than  I  shall  ever  redeem.  I  was  blest  with 
yoadi— of  person  I  say  nothing-— only  that  it  is 
certainly  not  improved.  I  coold  boast  fortune, 
rank,  and  the  first  connections  in  the  country— 
but  I  was  diffident,  and  the  men  shouldered  me 
•^I  was  modest,  and  the  women  laughed  at  me 
^I  was  sober,  and  the  gay  world  despised  me^* 
I  refused  to  play,  and  I  was  voted  *  a  bore.* — 
1  had  nothing  left  for  it  but  to  go  abroad — and 
not  being  so  intrinsically  modest  as  I  was  habi- 
tually bashfld,  I  flattered  myself  by  the  reflection, 
that  no  man  was  a  prophet  in  his  own  country. 
But  I  found  the  principle  the  same  wherever  I 
went, although  manners  and  habitsvaried  the  mode 
of  displaying  it.  I  saw  that  impudence  prevailed 
universally--4md  that  modest  worth  must  be  its 
own  reward— or  limit  its  returns  to  the  patronage 
of  prudes  past  sinning^-or  very  good  sort  of  men 
whom  nobody  knew  and  nobody  cared  for.  What 
was  to  be  done,  Percy,  hey  ?^ 
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"  If  you  ask  me  serioudy,'*  replied  the  Tyio 
smiliiig,  ^^  I  should  have  been  satisfied  with  a 
dear  consdenoe^  and  gladly  have  abandoned  so 
heartless  a  system.'" 

^<  Aye»  aye-^thatV  all  mighty  well  with  sudi 
moral  good  sort  of  fellows  as  you — ^who  have  a 
stock  in  hand  to  satisfy  aU  immediate  demands — 
bat  what  is  a  man  to  do^  who^  like  myself,  pre- 
fers any  sodety  to  solitude,  and  who  consider  my- 
sdf— that  is,  myself,  per  se,  the  very  worst  com- 
pany in  the  world  ?  He  must  do  as  I  did  when  I 
returned  home,  having  first  carefully  packed  up 
my  modesty,  and  left  it  in  the  keeping  of  a  Pari- 
sian prude,  who  had  sinned  only  to  preserve  it,  as 
she  assured  me,  where  it  is  to  remain  ^  till  called 
for,'  and  take  out  a  regular  licence  to  practise  in 
the  court  of  fools !  It  is  vain  to  dissent — ^you 
must  sail  with  the  stream,  or  be  left  on  its  mud- 
dy banks,  to  stagnate,  or  be  absorbed  into  the 
mass.  I  did  not  aspire  to  the  highest  distinctimis 
of  the  order.  I  could  ndther  bear  the  restraint 
of  stays — ^nor  the  r^pilar  apprenticeship  to  pugi« 
lism.  One  might  as  well  return  to  the  schools, 
as  toil  at  the  mastery  of  the  slang  dictionary ;  and 
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Ma  to  perfecdon  in  the  art  of  indifference,  the 
tread-miU  is  child^s  pLiy  to  the  Liborious  acquisi^ 
tion  of  it.  I  have,  therefore,  satisfied  myself 
with  being  a  coxcomb  au  second  rangj  or  what 
may  be  called  the  Epicurean — ^which,  with  ample 
means  and  appurtenances  to  boot,  qualifies  me  to 
do  every  thing  I  like,  in  the  manner  I  Hke  best 
I  learned  to  distinguish  wines  in  Italy,  which 
half  die  world  never  heard  of,  and  became  an 
adept  in  the  art  ifaire  le  cuisine  in  Paris — ^not 
because  I  really  cared  for  the  Aing,  but  because 
every  body  talked  of  it,  and  I  had  heard  of  its 
value,  as  an  import  at  home.*** 

^^  I  observed  something  of  your  soittce  this 
morning,^  said  Percy  slyly. 

**  Paint  de  materiel^  my  good  fellow^— only  it 
is  necessary  to  keep  one^s  hand  in-^-gadso,  there 
are  the  cavalry;  and  poor  Birty  walking  up  and 
down  to  keep  their  blood  in  circulation.^ 

<<  Shall  I  send  to  invite  him  up  ?"" 

<<  Not  for  the  world — I  shall  not  be  in  a  state 
to  meet  him,  without  some  preparation,  after  thus 
getting  out  of  training  with  such  a  rustic  as  you, 
Percy.'' 
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^^  I  hope  I  shall  not  have  serioudy  injured 
you." 

«  No— I  think  I  am  proof  against  a  relapse, 
but  it  requires  management.  But  to  be  serious, 
for  one  second  longer — when  I  saw  you  with 
Clarendon  Dossiter  last  night,  I  suspected  hii 
designs,  and  was  too  glad  to  be  restored  to  your 
good  graces,  which  I  had  so  justly  forfeited,  to 
restrain,  within  decent  bounds,  the  indignaticm  I 
felt  at  his  attempting  to  practise  upon  you.  I 
fear  I  may  have  injured  myself  with  some  ke^ 
observer,  if  there  is  a  sect  of  Lavater  coxcombs 
afloat.'' 

"  I  fear,  rather,  that  I  have  been  the  cause  of 
much  evil  to  you.*" 

**  Never  fesh  yourself  about  that,  as  my  friend 
Sir  Dugald  would  say.  Antieus  like,  I  rise  the 
stronger  from  a  slight  tumble«-^ut  I  must  be  off. 
At  White's  I  made  my  inquiries  in  a  covert  nd- 
^  vance  towards  my  Lord  Brandon,  who  is  supposed 
to  have  a  fellow-feeling  in  Lady  Derwent^s  spe- 
culations, and  learnt  that  Dossiter,  who  is  the 
officiating  croupier^  or  dealer,  at  her  Ladyship's 
midnight  orgies,  as  well  as  at  other  houses  open, 
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or  rather  dosed,  for  high  pLiy,  had  laid  himself 
imt  to  catch  a  bevy  of  young  students  in  the 
Temple,  whose  parents— principally  resident  in 
remote  ooimties— had  sent  them  to  London  with 
fiill  purses  and  empty  heads,  to  see  the  world, 
under  the  restraints  and  discipline  of  our  Inns  of 
Court — Good  souls  ! — ^Dossiter  had,  by  degrees, 
worked  upon  their  imagination,  with  intimations 
of  his  influence  in  the  great  world— •the  chances 
and  difficulties  of  free  admission  into  it — until  at 
length  he  was  called  upon  to  cede  the  point  to 
themy  whidi  he  intended  to  carry  at  all  hazards.^ 

^^  And  did  the  puppy  class  me  with  such  a  set 
of ^" 

^^  I  rather  suspect  you  were  a  stray  bird, 
drawn  to  the  cage,  after  tbe  others  had  been 
winged.  Your  readiness  to  fall  in  with  the  en- 
gagement, he  probaUy  interpreted  into  a  fitcility 
of  disposition,  and  calculated  accordingly ."" 

"  Fool  that  I  was  to "^ 

<*  Not  in  the  least — ^what  was  there  in  going  to 
Lady  Derwent's  f'* 

**  You  tell  me  it  is  an  impoper  house.^ 

"  I — I,  Percy — ^for  Heaven's  sake  see  that  there 
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is  no  one  lifitening.  My  character  would  be  dean 
gone  if  such  a  heresy  were  to  be  even  insinnated 
against  me.  It  is  not  a  house,  certainly,  in 
which  I  should  have  expected  Percy  Rycott  to 
have  made  his  enir6  into  life.^ 

"  Not  Rycott — Grandison ;"  and  Percy  sigh- 
ed, as  he  smiled  the  correction. 

^^  Mallory  sounds  just  as  well,  if  you  could  but 
forget  it— and  with  the  fortune  to  which  you  are 
heir  ■      ^ 

"  I  am  no  heir,  I  swear." 

^<  Swear  not  at  all — I  know  it  from  the  best 
authority,  for  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  forestalling 
it,  that  the  young  Dossiter,  of  that  Ilk,  was  to 
lead  you  to  sacrifice  at  the  shrine  of  Lady  Der- 
weirt.'* 

"  Impossible  ^ 

**  True— if  the  man  himself  is  to  be  believed, 
for  I  had  the  story,  circumstantially,  from  no  less 
a  person  than  Lord  Brandon,  who  had  it  from 
the  mouse-catcher  himself.'" 

^^  Is  this  Lord  Brandon  the  -^— — ." 

"  The  son  of  your  new  friend.  Lord  Harwe- 
den."^ 

4 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


CHAPTSB  XIII.  333 

^*  And  is  he  leagued  widi  public  depredators  ?^ 

*^  He  is  leagued,  poor  devil — ^if  so  unprincipled 
ft  whdp  may  be  an  object  of  pity — ^with  all  that 
is  low,  and  disgraceful  to  his  rank.^ 

**  And  Lord  Harweden ^ 

^<  Is  as  wretched  as  a  negligent  and  unprin- 
cipled fiilher,  whose  eyes  are  beginning  to  open 
upon  the  effects  of  his  own  pernicious  example, 
ought  to  be.^ 

'^  And  he  informed  you,  that  I  was  marked 
out  by  this  Dossiter  as  his  tool  ?^ 

^^  Even  so — for  adding  to  his  odier  virtues  the 
character  of  a  sot — ^incongruous  as  it  is  widi  the 
pursuits  of  a  gamester — ^he  was  particularly  cir- 
cumstantial, even  to  tedious  repetition,  on  the  de- 
tails of  die  country  pigeon  to  be  plucked  by  his 
good  friend  Clarendon.'" 

'    ^^  By  Heavens!  die  scoundrel  ought  to  be  cud- 
gelled.'' 

"  In  die  country— granted — but  we  don't  waste 
sticks  in  that  careless  manner  in  die  world — be- 
sides— ^what  a  start  for  a  man  who  is  just  begin- 
ning to  clothe  himself  in  the  buckram  of  Coke, 
Viner,  and  Blackstone.'" 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


334  FE&CY  MALLORy. 

<^  What,  then,  can  you  call  this  Pandemonium 
ofLady  Derwent's?'' 

"  What  you  have  called  it,  if  you  please,  fiw 
the  denomination  is  applied,  in  the  vulgar  tongue, 
to  houses  of  a  similar  description  a  lUtk  lower 
doim^— but  you  must  not  be  angry  with  her  Lady- 
ship. She  only  labours  in  her  vocation— and 
her  house,  on  public  nights,  is  the  very  emporium 
of  taste,  where  every  thing  that  is  worth  seeing, 
or  knowing,  in  or  on  the  town,  is  to  be  found.^ 

^<  This  is  all  very  unaccountable.^ 

"  It  is  a  mystery,  Percy,  and  you  have  to 
boast  the  instructions  of  a  mystagogue  that  rarely 
fidls  to  the  share  of  a  novice— but  I  must  not 
dazzle  you,  or  you  will  not  be  able  to  see  your 
way  through  the  very  glare.— By  tiie  bye— when 
shall  I  introduce  you  to  my  sister  ? — It  was  she 
who  first  informed  me  of  your  being  in  town^  and 
almost  cried  herself  into  fits,  because  I  would 
not  sit  down,  and  draw  up  the  recantation  of  my 
infidelity  towards  you,  in  a  regular  prods  ver- 
bair 

^^  I  need  not  enlarge  upon  my  afiection  and 
gratitude  to  all  your  family.^ 
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<^  Certainly  not — we  radier  abridge  this  sort  of 
dttngs^^when  shall  I  call  for  you*-^r  will  you 
call  upon  me  ?^ 

*<  Is  Miss  De  Lacy  widi  y<m  ?^ 

^^  What  a  question  ! — but  we  are  alone— Oh  ! 
how  would^st  thou  have  put  me  to  the  blush 
in  the  course  of  die  mornings  had  Birty  been  here 
io-.— " 

^^  Is  there  anything  so  visionary  in  supposing  a 
sister  might  reside  with  a  brother  ?^ 

^^  Visionary  I— a  mai»— that  is,  a  man  who 
professes  the  axt  de  se  /aire  veJoir^  would  not 
dare  shew  his  &ce  in  society,  if  he  were  detected 
in  such  an  antediluvian  heresy.*— Men  may^indeed, 
occasionally  be  guilty  of  matrimony,  or  a  lady  may 
be  so  circumstanced  as  to  need  his  protection-*in 
^ther  case,  you  know,  he  mustsufamit  to  his  fiite— 
but  to  domesticate  with  a  sister  like  ^  good  Mr 
Orme^  would  be  to  turn  the  present  world  upside 
down.--*Now  do  not  pretend  to  argue  the  point, 
or  set  up  your  reason  in  opposition  to  afiat  which 
all  must  obey,  if  they  mean  to  Uve  in  peace  and 
quiet,  as  the  old  ones  say.— Come,  then-^will 
you  call  upon  me  to-morrow  at  two  ?^ 
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^  Certainly.'' 

^^  I  will  then  accompany  you  to  the  house  of 
the  best  of  women — Mercy  on  me  !  how  I  am 
trippingyfirom  evil  communication-— would  you  be- 
Ueye  it— you  may,  but  no  one  else  would — she  is 
as  old  as  the  hiUs." 

^  Of  whom  are  you  speaking?'* 

<<  Of  my  aunt.  Lady  Sarah  Henessey,  with 
whom  my  sister  is  on  a  visit. — Let  me  whisper 
in  your  ear — ^but  name  it  not  in  Gath — ^I  cha- 
peroned this  sister  of  mine  all  die  way  fix>m  the 
north." 

'^  Prodigious  condescension !" 

*^  I  managed,  however,  to  make  die  last  stage 
in  the  dark,  so  that  the  world  is  still  ignorant  of 
diefSM^t" 

^  And  would  the  world  interest  itself  in  the 
event?"  asked  Percy,  laughing. 

^^  That's  their  look  out — ^it  is  for  me  to  take 
care  of  my  own  character ;"  and  he  laughed  as 
heartily  at  himsdlf  as  Percy  was  doing.  ^*  At 
two  to-morrow,  then"— and  he  was  going. 

**  But  where  ? — ^you  have  not  given  me  your 
address" 
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<^  Whata  Vandal  thou  art.  Farcy*— not  to  know 
die  abode  of  Gnmdiaon  de  Lacy  aigues  your- 
adf  iniknown.-i«-Here,  ungracious  pupil — ^I  keq> 
sfifw  tickets  for  old4Suliioned  country  cousins, who 
Mqniie  to  hare  tiie  road  vpdt  for  them.— Addio, 
Percy — may  you  profit  by  my  labour.'' 

<^  I  shall  do  so  more  literally  than  even  your 
vanity  would  suggest'' 

^  That's  goii^  very  fiur— but  without  vqpour- 
ii^,  Percy— 4heie  are  few  in  die  world  I  would 
better  s^ve  than  yourself,  were  it  in  my  power. 
The  revdatiims  of  a  coxcomb  will  contribute 
little  to  the  benefit  of  a  pupil  of  Donfine  Paston 
— Addio— not  a  word  more,"— juid  he  d^arted— 
Meming  to  coUect  himself  for  the  resumption  of 
his  setf-imposed  character,  as  a  judge  thtows  oft 
his  flaxen  scratch,  to  array  himsdf  in  the  awful 
robes  and  appendages  of  his  court. 

It  may  be  sufqposed  Percy  could  not  imme- 
diately recur  to  his  morning  studies,  after  the 
variety  of  emotions  to  which  De  Lacy's  communi- 
cations had  given  birth.  Upon  the  whole,  they 
were  of  a  nature  to  soothe  and  gratify,  for  he  had 
loved  Grandison  as  a  brother,  though  some  years 
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older  than  him8el£-*aiid86verdiy  felt  the  slight  he 
had  passed  upon  him,  on  dieir  first  meeting  after 
so  long  a  separation  at  Lacy  Boyd.  He  had  ac> 
quired  so  little  interest  in  the  characters  of  Dosmter 
and  his*son,  in  his  short  intercourse  with  than,  that^ 
beyond  the  momentary  irritation  at  their  haying 
selected  him  as  die  intended  dupe  of  iheir  machi- 
nations, he  found  diat  his  sentiments  respecting 
diem  were  only  changed  firom  suspicion  to  con- 
viction of  dieir  being  unprincipled.  He  was 
rather  sore  upon  the  infisrence,  ihat  Claren- 
don mij^t  draw  from  die  interfisrence  of  De 
Lacy  in  his  fayour*— which  might  lead  him  to 
conclude  that  without  it  he  would  haye  fidlen  aa 
easy  prey  to  his  superior  address— -but  then  the 
opinion  of  such  a  man — ^what  was  it  ? 

He  meant  to  ^^  doff  the  world,  and  bid  it  pass,^ 
without  trusting  himself  within  its  vortex ;  and 
making  allowances  for  the  colouring  of  his  loqua- 
cious friend,  he  was  rather  disposed  to  laugh  at 
it,  than  to  sit  down  to  the  useless  task  of  r^ect- 
ing  upon  the  best  mode  of  reforming  it.  He  was 
satisfied  that  among  the  slime  and  mud — the 
figure  by  which  De  Lacy  had  chosen  to  illustrate 
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those  orders  of  society,  who  are  exduded,  by 
their  habits  or  thdr  indinatLcms,  from  the  world 
of  fitthioi]--there  were  to  be  found  solid  virtue, 
juid  that  mass  of  sound  good  sense  which,  amid 
the  fluctuating  systems  of  the  very  high  life,  and 
the  rude  and  boisterous  fermentation  of  the  very 
low  life,  serve  in  the  hour  of  dang^  to  balance 
the  vessel,  and  keep  her  steady  in  her  course. 
But  Percy  possessed  a  certain  activity  of  mind, 
which  COTresponded  widi  the  nature  of  ,the  pur* 
suits  to  whidi  he  was  in  the  habit  of  resorting, 
even  for  the  purposes  of  relaxation.  He  never 
^uxmraged  a  mcnrbid  disposition  to  dwell  upon 
subjects  after  they  had  been  duly  analyzed,  nnr 
to  incumber  and  litter  the  direct  roa^  towards 
his  object  by  wild  speculations,  or  by  wishes, 
whidi  Young  so  happily  describes  as  the  ^^  con- 
stant hectic  of  feols  l'^  When  he  saw  what  was 
right  to  be  done— he  did  it. 

After  having  well  weighed  all  the  circumstan- 
ces of  his  short  connection  with  the  Dossiters, 
therefore,  he  sat  down  to  communicate  them  to  Mr 
Rycott,  who  must  necessarily  be  interested  in  the 
knowledge  of  his  agent's  character — and  which 
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had  been  concealed  from  him,  he  doubled  not,  by 
the  sfanjde  drcumstance  of  the  long  sediuion  of 
that  gentleman  from  the  world.  To  Mr  Paston. 
he  wrote  a  general  sketch  of  the  occurrences  of 
his  short  career,  and  his  unreserved  opinion  upon 
all  that  he  had  seen.  To  his  mother  he  also  ad- 
dressed a  few  lines,  not  less  as  an  act  of  duty  than 
as  an  inducement  to  her  to  leave  him^— at  least  for 
the  present — the  leisure  and  independence  neces- 
sary for  the  due  prosecution  of  his  studies.  Here 
he  might  have  closed  the  list  of  claims  upon  him 
*— but  there  is  an  ingenuity  in  the  mode  of  com- 
plying with  certain  inclinations  of  our  nature-— 
which  does  not  amount  to  sophistry-— although  it 
cannot  be  denied,  that  it  partakesof  sdlf-delusion— 
and  this— whether  we  have  correctly  defined  it  or 
not— was  at  work  in  die  breast  of  Percy,  who  was 
probably  too  much  interested  in  theaffiur  to  think 
any  definition  necessary.— Loo  Bdlenden  had  ez- 
preHsly  forbidden  a  correspondence— but  was  a 
single  line,  merely  conveying  the  informati<m  of 
his  safe  arrival  in  town,  after  a  leng  and  perilous 
journey,  included  in  Ais  general  prohiUtion  ?— 
Surely  not.  He,  therefinre,  yielded  to  so  very  na- 
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tanX  an  iBEipvlse,  becauie  he  iofenedy  that  he  had 
a  TeaaaoaUe  plea  for  so  doing.  He  found,  in^ 
deed— perhaps  he  had  nol  studied  the  art  of  com- 
pflresoon— that  his  line  proved  to  be  an  extended 
one^  and  yet  he  could  not  detect  a  superfluous 
expression,  since,  if  he  wrote  at  all,  it  was  neoea- 
saiy  he  should  write  satisfactorily. 

It  was  not  possible  to  dose  such  aooaninunica* 
tion,  without  a  few  inquiries  respecting  her  own 
health — her  comforts — her  pursuits— 4t  would 
have  an  air  of  oflTenaiye  ^otism  to  write  wholly 
ccmcerning  himself.  The  subject  was  certainly  a 
tempting  one— and,  without  being  aware  of  the 
motiye,  perhaps,  he  multiplied  his  questional 
which,  from  their  very  nature^  implied,  that  his 
fiiir  correspondent  must  involve  herself  in  the  pro- 
hibited indulgence  of  retuHiing  answers  to  them. 
It  may  be  supposed— for  we  presume  we  may 
have  a  stray  metaphysician  among  our  readers 
— and  this  may  be  considered  an  inquiry  into  the 
phenomena  of  the  human  mind— that  the  pre* 
senee  i£  his  beloved  friend,  thus  invoked,  and 
imaged  in  his  mental  retina,  had,  as  he  proceed- 
ed, caused  an  increased  circulation  of  the  fluids. 
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bnd  hurried  him  forward,  wiAout  recunC&oe  to 
his  original  plea — firom  a  simple  statement  of  fiMsta 
> — ^first,  to  a  series  of  interesting  inquiries — and, 
finally,  into  an  expression  of  every  feeling  of  his 
isonl,  which  might  be  included  in  that  necessary 
part  of  a  letter,  die  valediction.  We  cannot  be 
surprised,  therefore,  when  the  sheet  had  been 
turned — and  filled  in  all  its  angles-^hat,  being 
incapable  of  containing  what  still  remained  to  be 
said,  eidier  in  explanation — ^in  exculpatioii— <Mr 
extenuation  of  his  writing  at  all,  a  second  sheet 
should  be  resorted  to—or  diat,  even  when  that  was 
filled,  and  an  envelope  had  become  necessary,  he 
should  deduce  the  natural  inference  firom  his  very 
excesses,  that,  having  gone  so  £ax,  he  might  as 
well  occupy  the  additional  space  thus  invitingly 
opened  for  the  discharge  of  feelings  which  he  stiU 
deemed  to  be  imperfectly  or  inadequately  express- 
ed. Our  opinion,  however,  upon  the  question,  is 
of  little  consequence.  He  who  was  the  most  inte- 
rested was  fiilly  satisfied — and  so  infinitely  reliev- 
ed by  the  successive  suggestions  which  operated 
upon  his  mind  as  he  pursued  his  occupation,  that 
he  sealed  his  pacquet  with  the  most  perfect  unom- 
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sctoasness  of  having  been  guilty  even  of  a  tres- 
pass, and  so  bewildered,  in  the  chaos  of  imagina- 
tion, by  the  operation,  that  every  ihouj^t  of  having 
incurred  a  chance  of  Loo  Bellenden^s  displeasure 
was  lost  in  the  calculation  of  how  many  days  must 
pass  before  he  could  receive  her  answer. 

<<  Pooh  !^  cries  the  metaphysician  whom  we 
have  degraded,  by  die  condescension  of  looking 
into  oup  History — ^^  a  mere  love  rhapsody^ — re- 
toming  the  volume  into  his  daughter's  hand, 
who  may  be  supposed  to  have  been  seeking  an 
elucidation  of  so  abstruse  a  subject  from  her 
learned  papa.  His  attention,  good  man,  has,  per- 
haps, been  called  off  firom  the  weighder  tomes  of 
Beid,  Smidi,  or  Dugald  Stewart — and  yet  n^ 
fitttidious  philosopher,  if  you  will  just  conde- 
scend to  retrace  the  subject,  you  will  find,  I  sus- 
pect, the  whole  chain  of  inductions  by  which — 
not  <ndy  a  poor  lover  may  be  b^uiled  into  a  ve^ 
nial  act  of  disloyalty  to  the  high  behests  of  his 
mistress— but  by  which  many  a  more  ambitious 
personage  has  been  induced  to  grasp  at  universal 
dominion,  or  precipitated  his  elevation  to  a  more 
summary  reward  for  his  excerdtations. 
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**  Enough— -enough,^  as  Mr  Clement  Doflsiter 
would  say — and  probably  did  say  repeatedly  dur- 
ing the  interesting  conversatton  which  tock  place 
between  him  and  our  friend  Percy,  who  had 
scarcely  sealed  his  letters,  when  a  knodc  at  his 
outer  door  aimounced  die  presence  of  that  gende- 
man»  But  the  communicationiB  of  such  an  im- 
portant personi^  in  our  history  are  not  to  be 
treated  of  at  the  tail  of  a  chapter,  or  even  the 
tail  of  a  Tolume.  It  is  only  to  be  hoped,  that 
nrather  Mr  Eber  nor  Mr  Colbome  will  torture 
die  curious  and  naturally  interested  reader,  by  the 
answer  of  ^^  Not  at  home,^  when  ihe  servant  is 
deq^hed  for  the  Third  Vohtme  ijf  Pebct 

MALIeOBT. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

At  the  conclusion  of  our  last  volume,  we  left  Mr 
Clement  Dossiter  at  the  outer-door  of  Percy^s 
chambers-— where,  of  course,  he  only  remained  un- 
til the  latter  had  answered  his  summons,  when  he 
was  admitted  into  the  «anc/iim— or,  as  it  is  call- 
ed, par  eacellencej  "  the  study  ,^  whatever  may  be 
the  nature  of  the  pursuits  therein  carried  on. 

It  must  be  confessed,  Percy  considered  that 
gentleman  a  very  unseasonable  visitor.  He  had 
not  been  able  to  make  up  his  mind  to  the  man- 
ner and  deportment  necessary  to  be  adopted  in 
his  future  intercourse  with  the  firm  in  Chancery 
liane.     There  was  no  iiyunction  of  secrecy  on 
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the  part  of  De  Lacy  in  making  his  communica- 
tions respecting  the  persons  composing  it,  and 
he  had  pretty  freely  hinted  to  the  younger  part- 
ner that  he  meant  to  have  no  reserves  with  his 
friend  Percy.  Still  there  was  a  degree  of  implied 
confidence— -or,  at  least,  an  •  informality  in  the 
mode  of  reposing  it,  which  did  not  appear  to  war- 
rant a  rude  breach  with  these  persons— until  the 
sanction  and  authority  of  Mr  Rycott,  after  all 
particulars  were  made  known  to  him,  should  war- 
rant  so  decided  a  measure. 

He  therefore  received  the  worthy  attorney  with 
a  polite  but  reserved  air-*and  appeared  solicitous 
to  avoid  anything  but  general  topics,  or  such  as 
immediately  rdated  to  his  own  profisssional  pur- 
suits. 

He  might  just  as  well  have  spoken  plainly  out — 
for  his  visitor  was  as  much  aufait  to  the  opef«r 
tions  of  his  nund,  as  if  they  had  been  vented  in 
the  most  distinct  and  apfHPopriate  language.  His 
eye  had  immediately  caught  the  card  of  Graadi- 
son  de  Lacy,  as  it  lay,  where  he  had  thrown  it 
upon  the  table — nor  did  the  address  to  Mr  Ry- 
cott of  Wolston  Worthy  escape  his  penetrating 

11 
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eye,  which,  in  a  moment,  could  bihitually  take 
in  all  that  was  necesMury  for  thepasfiii^  occadon, 
whilst  it  seemed  to  roll,  if  not  in  vacancy,  in  per- 
fect indifference  towards  all  that  was  passing 
mroundhim. 

"  I  am  sorry  to  find——"'  at  length  be  observ- 
ed, havingpreviouslyloQked  towards  the  bed-cham- 
ber door,  wUcb  stooda  little  a^ar,  and  being  drily 
informed  in  return  by  Percy,  that  ^^  there  was  no 
one  there.^ 

'<  I  am  sorry  to  find — ^that  my  son  Clarendon^-* 
who— who,  my  good  Sir^— between  ourselves,  is, 
like  too  many  youi^  men,  led  away  by  the  seduc- 
tions of  the  town ^ 

'^  I  entreat,  Sir  ^  said  Percy,  who  wished  to 
avoid  the  sulgect. 

<<  £nough-*-enough — it  cannot  be  mteresting 
to  you  to  Usten  to  the  misfortunes  of  a  parent;^ 

<'  Misfortunes  t  Mr  Dossiter  P 

**  Even  so,  my  good  young  frittid-^you  have 
no  notion  of  my  afflictions — the  boy  was  all  that 
I  oouU  wish  him-*-docile,  simple,  and  steady  to 
his  desk,  until  his  unfortiUMte  omnection  with  my 
Iiord  Brandon  -— ^'^ 
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<<  I  thought,  Sir,^  began  Percy,  who  could  not 
endure  that  this  man  should  suppose  him  to  be 
his  dupe— 

"  I  thought,  Sir,  that "^ 

"  £nough,--enough-— I  know  you  did. — Peo- 
pie  will  talk — ^but  no  man  sees  into  the  heart** 

Percy  gave  an  assenting  nod— and  the  lawyer 
proceeded.-— ^^  Lord  Brandon,  Sir,^— assuming  a 
Tery  grave  and  sententious  tone,  added  to  all  his 
habitual  caution — <*  is  a  very  vicious,  unprincipled 
young  man.'*' 

"  So  I  have  heard,  Sir."" 

**  No  doubt," — and  he  paused — "  but  he  con- 
trived  to  fiisdnate  my  poor  boy."' 

*'  Is  uncloaked  vice  so  very  fasdnating,  Mr 
Dossiter?'' 

^^  To  a  young  inexperienced  mind.*" 

^^  His  Lordship  is  your  son's  junior.*" 

<'  Who  told  you  so  ?"  demanded  the  worthy 
lawyer  in  a  quicker  tone,  as  if  thrown  for  a  mo- 
ment off  his  guard. 

^^  Those  who  appear  to  be  well  acquainted  with 
both  parties — and  " 

**  Enough— enough— I  perceive  you  are  unae- 
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quaihted  with  the  impositioiis  of  this  great  town — 
every  man  is  pUiying  a  part^ 

^*  So  I  am  infinrmed,  Mr  Doesiter,""  observed 
Percy,  drily. 

^^  But  you  lack  the  experience  to  read  such 
persons  in  their  true  colours.^ 
*^  I  have  had  the  book  opened  to  me.*^ 
**  Mr  Grandison  de  Lacy,  my  good  Sir,  has 
conceived  some  very  unfounded  pejudice  against 
my  son-<*I— 1-— mark    me,    Mr  Percy— don't 
defend  the  boy — I  was  speaking  of  my  griefs  at 
the  dissipated  courses  into  which  he  has  of  late 
been  too  fatally  seduced — ^but,  it  is  I — not  Mr  De 
Lacy — who  am  the  sufferer,  and  he  might  spare 
the  feelings  of  a  fiither.^ 
^*  I  have  not  named  Mr  De  Lacy,  Sb.'*' 
'^  But,  firom  him  you  must  have  had  your  in- 
formation.^ 
"  He  could  have  no  motive.*" 
*^  He  is  your  only  informant.'" 

"  I  neither  admit  nor  deny  it — ^but ^ 

"  Enough— enough,  Mr  Percy — but  I  cannot 
blame  you  for  your  resolution  to  avoid  the  society 
of  my  son  in  future.*" 
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<*  I  have  communicated  no  snch  resolution^ 
Sir — ^you  must  infer  it  firom  ^ 

"  Enough— -enough,  Mr  Percy — I  do  not  even 
desire  it — ^but  I  trust,  and  hope,  my  misfortune 
wiU  not  be  misconstrued  into  a  crime*— and  that 
I  shall  not  forfeit  your  good  opinion.'*' 

^'  My  opinion,  Mr  Dossiter,  must  ever  be  a 
matter  of  very  great  indifference  to  you.^ 

"  Far,  very  far  firom  it,  my  good  young  Mend, 
if  you  will  stiU  permit  me  to  call  you  so.^ 

<<  Friendship,  Mr  Dossiter,  is  a  plant  that  re- 
quires time  for  its  growth.'*' 

*<  Beautiflilly  expressed— and  not  more  pithy 
than  true,''  and  Dossiter  could  not  conceal  a  cer- 
tain irony  of  expression,  which  flushed  even  the 
natural  high  colouring  of  his  visage — '*  but  it 
will  be  my  study  to  convince  you  I  am  worthy  of 
your  confidence." 

^^  I  have  no  confidence  to  bestow,  Mr  Dossi- 
ter«-you  know  me  for  what  I  am— and  my  sole 
object  is,  to  avail  myself  of  the  means  I  possess, 
to  raise  myself  to  the  rank  firom  which  I  have 
fiOlen.' 
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"  There  «e  retenred,  Mr  Percy— which  the 
most  candid      ■   ^ 

**  I  have  ncme,  Sir,**— cried  Percy,  rising. 

<^  Not  erea  Miss  Loo  Belkndai  T 

"  What  of  her,  Sir  ?"*  demanded  Percy,  turn^ 
ing  again  round  to  fiice  his  companion— -^'  bow 
know  you  any  thing  concerning  that  bdy-^^aend 
what  mean  you  by  associating  my  name  with  hers?^ 

^*  I  only  named  the  kdy,  as  connected  with 
your  reserves,^— 4md  diere  was  an  expression  in 
the  Uiwyer*s  countenance,  in  which  a  quick  ob- 
server might  have  read-— ^^  I  have  still  a  hold 
upon  thee.^ 

*^  If  you  know  any  thing,  Mr  Dossiter,  con- 
eeming  Miss  Bellendai  _^^ 

^  I  know  much— all— every  thing  t^— asd  an 
air  of  triumph  viribly  spread  itself  over  his  fe»- 
lures. 

<^  Pdia— what  should  you  know->Jmt  from  the 
communieations  of  Mr  Rycott?""  cried  Percy, 
again  turning  away  to  stir  the  fire. 

<<  From  Mr  Rycott,  I  solemnly  assure  you, 
Sir,  I  have  never  heard  her  name.^ 
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**  Where,'  then,  have  you  gained  your  infe- 
mation.  Sir  i^  as  the  poker  dropt  firom  his  hands. 

<<  That— Mr  P^x^— I  am  not  at  liberty  to  di- 
vidge.  The  confidences  reposed  in  a  profisssionil 
num  are  sacred — ^you  have  admitted  my  infiirma- 
tion  to  be  correct— and  here  the  conversation 
must  dose  upon  the  sulrject— at  least,  for  the 
present.^ 

"  Shall  you  be  at  liberty ^ 

^^  Enough— enough,  Mr  Percy— -walls  havfe 
ears— I  never  commit  myself— the  time  may 
come— *but  further,  the  deponent  sayeth  not,*^ — 
and  the  cautious  lawyer,  for  the  first  time,  smiled. 
He  had  drawn  his  patient  off  finmi  the  scent — he 
had  tacitly  agreed  to  the  sacrifice  of  his  son — bat 
he  had  clutched  his  victim,  as  he  hoped^  the  nu»e 
securely  in  his  own  grasp.  He  laughed  internal- 
ly, at  having  a  lover  to  deal  with,  as  well  as  a 
novice— being  somewhat  suspicious  of  his  iqpti- 
tude  to  his  purpose,  in  the  unmixed  character  of 
the  latter. 

^^  We  have  fiillen  into  a  strai^,  discursive 
conversation,^  he  cahnly  observed ;  "  for  my  sole 
and  exdusive  object  in  paying  my  respects  to 
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yoQ  tliis  morning  was — to  convey  a  message  firom 
my  worthy  and  excellent  fiiend,  the  Earl  of 
Harweden,  requesting  you  to  meet  him  at  dinner, 
at  my  house  to-morrow.^ 

<'  Our  former  meeting,  Sir,  did  not  appear  to 
have  been  more  desired  by  his  Lordship  than 
yourself^  and  I  should ^ 

**  Enoughs-enough,  I  know  what  you  would 
say — but  he  didn't  then  know  you  and  I — ^but — 
between  ourselves,^ — and  he  looked  cautiously 
around  the  apartment, — ^^  it  is  just  as  well,  you 
should  not  meet  him  again — he  is— though  my 
friend — ^he  is  whimsical  and  somewhat  capricious.^ 

*^  I  confess,^  observed  Percy,  with  a  pointed 
tone  of  expression,  ^^  that  I  have  no  very  earnest 
desire  to  cultivate  an  intimacy  with  the  fiiiher  of 
Lord  Brandon."" 

^^  Enough— aiou{^— you  are  quite  right- 
where  parents  are  negligent—or  over  indulgent 
— no  matter — I  approve  your  declining  these  adr- 
vances  of  the  old  Earl— I — I '^ 

"  Indeed !— you  are  not  then  ^ 

^^  A  fiiithful  ambassador — I  know  you  would 
say  ;  but  I  have  a  twofold  duty  to  perform— to 
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satisfy  my  employer^^-^aad  to  watch  over  the  in- 
terests of  my  Mend.'" 

^^  Lord  Hanreden  is,  I  presume,  both  your 
employer  and  your  friend,^  returned  Percy,  with 
some  dryness. 

<<£nough—- enough — ^hisLordshipforhis  amuse- 
ment wishes  for  your  society— you  will  gain  mb»t 
is  more  conducive  to  your  present  olgect,  in  im- 
proving your- information.^ 

^^  I  am  engaged  to-morrow  to  niy  friend,  Gran- 
dison  de  Lacy.^ 

'^  Humph ! — perhaps  you  could  make  your  ex- 
cuses to  him— he  is  not  living  en  ybmiAtf— yoa 
might  plead  a  prior  — '^ 

<<  I  never  condescend  to  afiilsehood,  andif— "* 

"  Enough— I  know  you.^ 

'^  You  do  not  know  me,  Sir,^  replied  he,  smiling 
contemptuoudy— •<<  for  you  will  not  hear  m&— I  am 
engaged  to  Mr  De  Lacy,  but  not  absolutely  to  din- 
neir— although  I  calculate  the  probability  of         " 

"  Then  you  may  be  off,  widiout  a         ^ 

^^  I  have  BO  intention  of  being  off,  as  you  call 
it,  Mr  Dossiter — beddes,  you  even  now  iqpprov- 
ed  of  my  declining——*^ 
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'<  Enough— «iioiq;li«-but  I  had  my  reasons.'^ 

"  And  I  mine,  Mr  Dossiter.'' 

And  the  parties  separated— whether  with  im- 
proved opinions  of  each  other,  or  not—- we  must 
leave  to  the  sagacity  of  our  readers  to  decide. 

Percy  kept  his  appointment  with  De  Lacy  on 
the  succeeding  day,  and  accompanied  him  to  Lady 
Sarah  Henessey^a  in  Seymour  Place,  where  he  was 
most  politely  received  by  her  Ladyship  as  a  fiiend 
of  her  nef^w^s — and  by  Gertrude  de  Lacy  as  a 
friend  of  her  own. 

Lady  Sarah  was  a  woman  of  a  highly  cultivat- 
ed mind-^«nd  ijf  equaUy  cultivated  manners-^ 
dignified  without  formality— 'afiaUe,  without  the 
affectation  of  condescending  to  be  so— humane 
without  ostentation — charitaUe,  without  constant- 
ly advertising  her  bounties — ^liberal,  without  com- 
ptomising  her  principle8^<-and  severe  only  when 
Vice  or  FoQy  attempted  to  usurp  a  station  to 
which  they  were  not  entitled.  Afiss  De  Lacy  had 
already  dirown  off  some  of  the  formality  of  her 
previous  education  in  the  short  period  of  her  do- 
mestication with  her  Ladyship ;  and  the  glow  of 
pleasure  which  lighted  up  her  beautiful  counte- 
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nance  when  Percy  made  his  appearance  in  Lady 
Sarah^s  boudoir,  could  not  be  mistaken  by  one 
who  jealously  watched  every  look  ci  those  who, 
remembering  him  in  prosperity,  first  encountered 
him  in  his  fallen  fortunes. 

Much  pleasant  and  interesting  conversation,  or 
rather  that  sort  of  chit-chat  or  gossip,  which  is  a 
sort  of  universal  language  among  those  who  meel 
f(Mr  the  first  time— or  for  the  first  time  after  a  Icmg 
separation— took  place;  but  as  inquiries  of  the 
country  cousins  on  the  one  hand— or  of  marriages 
in  petto  or  in  progress  in  high-life,  on  the  other, 
lose  much  of  their  flavour  and  gtuto  by  change  of 
place  and  circumstances,  we  shall  transfer  to  our 
polite  readers  the  task  of  filling  up  the  Uank, 
which,  for  theirjsakes,  as  well  as  our  own,  we  here- 
by leave  for  that  purpose. 

For  several  weeks  Percy  passed  almost  all  his 
leisure  time  with  the  ladies  in  Seymour  Plac^— 
joined  their  little  select  parties  at  dinner,  or  in  the 
evening— ^^tnd  began  to  acknowledge,  even  to  him- 
self, that  he  was  not— in  technical  language— 
^<  making  the  most  of  his  time.''  As  the  pow^  of 
ubiquity  is  not  given  to  man — it  may  safely  be  in- 
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ftrred,  that  the  more  leisure  he  was  able  to  bestow 
upon  these  parties,  the  less  remained  for  him  to 
devote  to  the  Dossiters,  and  here  his  conscience 
fi>rmed  a  paUiative  in  the  convictions—every  day 
more  firmly  fixed  in  his  mind  by  repeated  com- 
munications from  De  Lacy — ^that  the  less  he  saw 
of  his  worthy  conaignee,  or  his  family,  the  better. 

Percy,  however,  had  been  somewhat  startled 
and  surprised  by  an  answer  to  the  letter  he  had 
written  to  Mr  Rycott— in  which  none  of  the  in- 
temperate sallies  of  that  gentleman  were  display- 
ed— ^but  which,  on  the  contrary,  contained  the* 
very  sober  counsel  to  Percy,  to  avoid  any  rupture 
with  Mr  Clement  Dossiter — to  continue  to  con- 
sult him,  when  necessary,  upon  points  of  business 
— and  to  shew  no  symptoms  of  suspicion  in  his 
intercourse  with  the  family. 

This  was  strange — ^passing  strange— -but  a  let- 
ter of  a  very  difierent  character  having  been 
brought  to  him  by  the  same  post,  it  must  be  ac- 
knowledged that  he  did  not  bestow  so  much  time 
and  attention  upon  the  developement  of  the  mys- 
tery, as  might  have  led  even  to  a  probable  infer- 
ence respecting  Mr  Rycott's  motives. 
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Loo  BeUend^  had  honoraUy  acquitted  liim 
up«[i  his  breadi  of  covenant,  but  only  upon  con- 
dition that  the  oflfence  should  not  be  repeated. 
She  wrote  in  the  wannest  and  most  afifectioBate 
terms  that  were  consistent  with  her  sense  of  pro- 
priety, and  the  necessary  restraint  she  wished  to 
impose  upon  Percy^s  more  ardent  imaginatioiL 
What  she  said  was  also  comprised  in  a  ccmipara- 
tively  small  compass — but  this  evil  firand  a  re- 
medy in  the  ingenuity  of  her  correspondent,  who 
read  it  over  at  least  ten  times,  before  he  was  fuUy 
satisfied  that  she  felt  more  than  she  had  allowed 
herself  to  express. 

On  the  day  on  which  he  drew  this  prise,  be 
could  not  prevail  upon  himself  to  enter  upon  the 
drudgery  of  his  office— ^o  leaving  the  Special 
Pleader  for  a  future  lecture  upon  his  neglect — he 
strolled  into  the  Temple  garden,  in  order  to  give 
the  more  free  vent  to  the  various  feelings  whidi 
occupied  his  soul,  and  seemed  ready  to  choke  and 
su£Rx»ite  him  within  the  narrow  limits  of  his  cham- 
bers. 

The  expedient  failed  after  a  few  turns  near  die 
banks  of  the  Thames — especially  as,  in  the  micbt 
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of  a  rhapsody,  to  which  he  had  unwiuiiigly  giren 
•otioD  and  uttenuice,  he  was  assailed  by  two  sets 
of  watentten  from  the  riTer,  who  had  mistaken  a 
eertaiii  eleration  of  the  ami  for  a  summons,  and 
shouted  out  in  rival  contention  for  the  honor  of 
his  conveyance — "  Oars'*— "  Sculls^— ^*^  Oars, 
jroor  Honor^ — whilst  he,  thus  rudely  awdcen* 
ed  from  his  dreams  of  bliss,  motioned  them  indig- 
nantly away.  But  the  evil  did  not  end  here-^ 
£ofCf  in  turning  his  back  upon  these  naval  intrud- 
ers, he  caught  several  peering  heads,  and  eyes 
and  eye-glasses,  and  parts,  portion  o£  bodies  en- 
Tdoped  in  dressing-gowns,  from  the  surrounding 
windows,  directed  earnestly  towards  the  walk  he 
was  pacing — and  evidently  attracted  by  no  object 
but  himself. 

'<  What  an  idle  life  is  that  of  a  Templar  P  he 
almost  exchumed — as  he  peevishly  turned  into  his 
dooiw— and  he  detennined  upon  an  indulgence,  of 
whidi  he  had  availed  himself  more  than  once,  fiir 
the  relief  of  an  overburthened  mind.  If  his  pur- 
pose was  not  very  fiivouraUe  to  his  pretensions  as 
a  man  of  gallantry — it  was  a  pro(^  at  least  of  the 
high  notions  he  entertained  of  friendship. 
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Our  readers  cannot  have  forgotten,  that  the 
only  consideration  which  reconciled  P^ey  to  the 
sentence  of  expatriation  to  Lacy  Royal,  so  sud- 
denly passed  upon  him  by  Mr  Rycott — was  the 
opportunity  he  should  possess  of  (qi^iing  his 
heart,  and  unburthening  himself  of  his  feelings 
— ihen  recently  awakened  towards  Loo  Bdlenden 
— to  the  veteran  partner  and  confidante  of  aU  his 
boyish  grievances,  Miss  Gertrude  De  Lacy. 

He  had  scarcely  been  alone  with  this  young 
lady  five  minutes,  after  his  first  introduction  in 
London,  befi)re  he  opened  the  interesting  topic, 
and  informed  her  of  every  thing  that  had  passed, 
from  the  first  interview  with  the  idol  of  his  aflfec- 
tion— up  to  the  existing  state  of  the  connection 
between  them. 

It  is  true  she  did  not  at  first  aj^ear  to  enter 
so  warmly  into  the  affair  as  Percy  had  expected. 
He  had  often  seen  her  more  interested  in  his 
avoiding  the  penalty  for  robbing  an  orchard  or  a 
bird's  nest — ^but  then  she  was  yet  a  stranger  to 
love,  and  could  not  perhaps  understand  or  xpffte^ 
ciate  his  feelings.  She  blushed — and  was  agitat- 
ed—perhaps it  was  indelicate  to  make  even  an  old 
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play-fellow  the  confidante  of  a  love  tale.  He  be^ 
gan  to  apologise,  and  to  explain— but  in  propor- 
tion as  be  appeared  to  recede,  tbe  young  lady  ad- 
vanced, and  having  collected  herself  for  the  pur- 
pose of  listening  to  all  he  had  farther  to  communi- 
cate, she  not  only  became  deeply  interested,  but 
even  shed  tears  of  sympathy  as  Percy  rose  in  the 
Clergy  of  his  expressions ! 

What  a  resource  to  a  lover  banished  to  the  dis- 
tance of  several  himdred  miles  from  his  mistress ! 
Percy  did  not  reflect  upon  the  motives  of  Loo 
Bellenden  for  forbidding  a  correspondence  between 
them.  In  talking  of  her  he  thought  only  of  her 
perfi^Ttions,  and  her  scrupulous  injunction  on  this 
head  savoured,  in  his  opinion,  more  of  prudery 
than  was  consistent  with  the  general  unreserved- 
ness  of  her  character.  To  this  shade,  therefore, 
he  never  referred  in  his  Ute-iMte  confidences 
with  Grertrude  de  Lacy — and,  consequently,  it 
was  impossible  he  should  have  any  opportunity 
of  analyzing  the  subject  with  a  too  nice  discrimi- 
nation— and  equally  evident  that  the  greater  part 
of  his  time,  instead  of  being  devoted  to  business, 
was  dissipated  in  visions  of  fancy,  which  his  mis- 
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tress  had  been  at  ao  much  paina  to  keep  out  of  his 
view. 

To  Seymour  Phiee  he  now  flew  to  communicate 
the  letter  he  had  just  received^  and  to  shaxe  aU 
the  feeHngs,  which  he  felt  too  mighty  to  be  pent 
up  within  the  narrow  compasa  of  his  own  bosom, 
with  his  fidr  confidante.  Guess,  gentle  reader, 
then,  his  horror  at  being  told,  that  Miss  De  Lacy 
was  too  mudi  indisposed  to  reoeiTe  company — 
and  was  actually  ccmfined  to  hers  dbamber.  He 
inquired  for  Lady  Sarah*-*but  she  was  in  attend- 
ance upon  her  firiend. 

Percy  turned  from  the  door  in  a  state  of  utter 
defipondency-*^he  toiderly  loTed  Gertrude  as  a 
si8ter,but  concluding  she  was  su&ring  firem  some 
temporary  indisposition,  he  r^retted  her  confine- 
ment only  asit  ^Lcludedhim  firom  a  source  of  com- 
fbi|,  upon  which  he  had  calculated,  without  ad- 
mitting a  chance  of  disappointm^it.  She  had,  in- 
deed, on  the  previous  evening,  left  him  somewhat 
abruptly,  in  the  midst  of  a  most  edifying  eulogy 
upon  the  energies  of  Loo  Bellenden'*s  mind— -com- 
plaining of  a  sudden  giddiness  in  her  bead,  and 
expressing  an  apprehension  that  she  should  not 
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be  able  to  Teturn  to  die  drawing-room  again  that 
eTening. 

**  We  can  finish  to-morrow,'*  daid  Percy,  afiec- 
tionalely  pressing  her  hand. 

^  Perhaps^— '-and  she  made  a  hasty  retreat 
without  noticing  Lady  Samh,  who  was  in  conver- 
sation  with  a  few  friencb  in  another  part  of  the 
room. 

^  A  cnrsed  place  ftv  catehii^  ooMs,  this  Lou* 
don,'*'  ejaculated  Vertjy  as  he  turned  into  SoutJi 
Audley  Street 

^^  Do  you  cut  me,  Percy  ?^  cried  Grandison  De 
Lacy,  as  he  bad  passed  him  without  observation. 

*'  Grandison  f — I  was        ■  ^ 

^^  Lost  to  the  world,  I  presume,''  added  De 
Lacy.    "  Have  you  been  at  Lady  Sarah's  ?" 

"  TKs  moment  left  the  door." 

**  Have  you  seen  Gertrude  ?" 

**  She  is  invisiHe." 

*'  Poor  girl — I  have  bad  a  strange  note  from 
Lady  Sarah  thia  morning  about  her — she  makes 
her  out  seriously  iD." 

<«  Good  Heavens !" 

"  And  that  Dr  Baillie  is  puzzled  about  her.'* 
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^^  I  thought  it  was  a  mere  cold.^ 

^^  It  may  be — ^but  ladies  magnify  these  things."" 

^  But  Dr  Baiffie " 

^^  It  is  only  his  report,  second-hand — ^but  I 
must  judge  for  myself. — ^Where  do  you  dine  ?'*' 

It  was  settled  that  the  two  young  m«i  should 
dine  together — and,  at  the  appointed  time,  Per- 
cy met  his  friend,  divested  of  all  his  airs  of  cox- 
combry— and  apparently  absorbed  in  feelings  of 
interest  for  his.  sister.  The  physician  could  find 
no  immediate  symptoms  of  disease— yet  her  whole 
system  was  deranged,  and  there  were  indications 
of  approaching  fever,  the  nature  of  which  could 
not  be  defined.  Percy  truly  sympathized  in  the 
feelings  of  his  friend — ^next  to  Loo  Bellenden, 
there  was  not  a  being  to  whom  he  was  more  de- 
votedly attached  than  to  Grertrude  De  Lacy. 

The  meal  passed  away  without  any  of  the  viva- 
city, which  usually  marked  the  conversation  of 
De  Lacy,  and  Percy  did  not  rally — or  reproach 
him  for  his  dulness. — It  was  altogether  unlike 
any  interview  which  had  ever  taken  place  between 
them — and  the  little  that  was  said,  rdated  rather 
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to  past  times,  thiM^  to  what  was  immediately  be- 
fore them. 

Several  days  passed  in  this  state  of  suspense 
and  anxiety. — ^Expresses  had  been  sent  off  to  La- 
cy Royal,  on  the  second  day  of  Gertrude's  attack, 
and  Sir  Hugh  and  Lady  Rodolpha  m^ht  be 
hourly  expected — ^when  De  Lacy,  after  a  very  af- 
fecting interview  with  Lady  Sarah,  took  Percy^s 
arm,  and  hurried  him  into  the  Park. 

^'  Percy — ^this  is  altogether  a  most  unaccount- 
able business.^ 

**  Ghrievous,  indeed  I'' 

^^  The  physicians  are  all  of  one  opinion^— 
that  it  is  mind  working  upon  the  constitution—** 
that  either  grief  or  love ^ 

'^  How  can  that  possibly  be  ?^ 

"  That  is  the  query — ^by  Heavens! — no,  no— 
you,  Percy,  have  never  given  her  reason  T 

"  Me,  my  dear  Grandison  T    . 

"  No,  no— it  is  out  of  the  question — there  was 
a  time        ■  ** 

"  Never,  Grandison  I'' 

**  I  mean*-when  it  might  have  been — ^but 
no "^ 
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<<  As  a  UBter,  ymi  know,  De  Lacy^  how  near 
she  is  to  my  heart.*^ 

**  Yes,  Percy,"  (with  a  fiunt  smile,)  *«  but 
brotherly  aflfectiims,  without  die  tie  of  consangui- 
nity, are  a  slight  barrier  against     ■    " 

<<  There  are  others  which  are  insuperable.^ 

^^  Which  may  have  subsequently  been  inteipo- 
sed — ^but  no-^t  is  out  of  the  question.^ 

^<  Absolutdy" — and^  the  conversation  died  a 
natural  death,  as  they  shook  hands  and  parted  at 
Hyde  Park  Comer — De  Lacy  to  return  to  his  post 
to  await  the  arrival  of  his  parents-^-the  other  to 
shut  himself  up  in  the  solitude  of  his  chambers. 

Now,  had  Percy  been  a  eoxcomb<--or  even  edu- 
cated within  the  predncts  of  St  Jameses,  it  is  just 
possible  he  might,  in  addition  to  the  loose  hints 
thrown  out  by  De  Lacy,  have  contributed  certain 
predilections  in  fkvour  of  his  own  personal  quahfi- 
cations,  sufficient  to  warrant  the  possibility,  at  least, 
of  a  girl,  who  had  passed  a  large  portion  of  her  life 
with  him — and  for  some  period  of  it,  been  tai^t 
to  consider  him  in  the  light  of  a  ftiture  husband 
— dying  for  love  of  him  !  But  such  a  thought 
never  crossed  his  imagination.    The  di^  an- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


CUAPTEE  I.  28 

swers  retumed  to  the  obBenratioiis  of  Ud  firiend  in 
die  Park  wexe  refersUe  to  himself  alone^and  he 
woiild  have  coneideved  an  in£srenee  of  sUch  a  na- 
tuie-^-even  undei^  more  auspicious  circumstance»'*- 
as  vild  and  chimerifeai,  as  wotdd  Sir  Hugh  De 
Lacy  himself^  under  the  changes  whieh  had  taken 
place  in  the  fortunes  of  Percy  Mallory. 

Sereral  days  more  plussed  on^— without  any  ma- 
terial duinge  in  the  situation  of  the  suffinrer. 

Percy  was  rather  surprised  at  having  his  inqui- 
ries answered  by  Lady  Sarah's  porter,  when  he 
cdled  to  make  his  inquiries  one  motning,  aftar 
the  arrival  of  Sir  Hugh  and  Lady  Roddphar-*- 
instead  of  being  shewn,  as  usual,  into  her  Lady- 
ship's boudoir,  or  drawiiq^-room.  But  he  thought 
no  more  of  it,  after  the  first  impression— until  n 
repetition  of  the  ceremony,  on  the  following  day, 
retailed  his  attention  to  the  singularity  of  th^ 
ptdfceeding. 

The  unpleasant  reflections  to  which  this  cir- 
cumstance gave  rise  in  the  breast  of  Percy  werfe 
not  alleviated,  by  receiving  several  notes,  which 
might  rather  be  termed  *^  bulletins,^  on  the  state 
of  Ikfioi  JJt  Lacy's  health,  instead  of  the  friendly 
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calls  of  De  Lacy,  whenever  he  had  any  thii^  to 
communicate.  He  saw  him  no  more  at  hia  cham- 
bers, and  was  actually  excluded  from  him  in  Sey- 
mour Place,  whilst  the  notes  became  shorter^ 
dien  less  frequent— and  at  length  ceased  altoge- 
ther. This  was  no  time  for  resenting  a  personal 
slight— or  for  obtruding  any  feelings  of  a  personal 
nature  upon  his  friend — ^but  Percy  felt  wounded 
by  the  evident  neglect,  although  he  threw  into 
the  opposite  scale  as  much  as  could  be  possiUy 
allowed,  for  the  natural  absorption  of  all  the  in- 
terests and  feelings  of  the  family,  in  the  melan- 
choly situation  of  the  fairest,  and  most  estimaUe 
member  of  it. 

Ruminating  upon  the  subject  one  morning,  as 
he  was  proceeding  to  make  his  still  daily  inquiry 
at  the  door  of  Lady  Sarah,  he  was  surprised,  on 
looking  towards  the  house,  to  observe  that  the 
windows  were  closed.  His  heart  beat  violently, 
and  scarcely  knowing  what  he  did,  or  what  he 
felt,  he  knocked  at  the  door.  His  summons  re- 
mained unanswered. — He  knocked  again,  with 
something  like  the  energy  of  despair. — ^An  old 
woman  appeared — and  to  his  incoherent  questions, 
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which  beeame  so,  from  the  fear  and  apprehensioii 
of  some  heart-wounding  information  given  too 
ifirectly,  or  Utmtly,  by  the  sort  of  person  before 
him,  he  coUected  that  the  whole  fiunily  had  left 
town  by  daybreak,  for  the  North. 

"  And  Miss  De  Lacy  ?" — stammered  Percy. 

"  The  young  lady  as  was  sick  ?^ 

"  Is  she — ^how  is  she ^ 

^<  La  me— if  I  hadn^t  almost  forgot— pray,  is 
your  name  Marry — or  Marrowbone  ?^ 

«  Yes— what  then ^" 

^'  Oh,  nothing— only  the  youi^  gentleman  bid 
me  say,  if  you  called,  as  the  yoimg  lady  was 
much  better,  only  they  was  all  obliged  to  leave 
Lunnun,  on  other  business.^ 

*^  And  was  she  better  ?^ 

^^  Bless  you.  Sir — I  suppose  so,  as  I  was  order- 
ed to  say  so.^ 

Percy  darted  down  the  steps — and  was  again 
lost  in  his  reflections — and  bewildered  in  his  con- 
jectures concerning  the  motives  which  could  have 
led  to  so  sudden  a  determination,  and  lost,  for 
jBome  tikne,  all  sense  of  the  neglect,  and  almost 
contemptuous  conduct  of  the  family  towards  him- 
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self,  in  the  interedt  he  f^t  for  die  flerend  iii^Ti. 
duak  composing  it 

The  reader,  probably,  will  not  be  so  mtidi  ai 
a  loss  to  account  for  th^s6  {frdceedings,  and,  it 
must  be  confessed,  that,  in  the  solitude  of  his 
chamber,  Percy — diffident  as  h6  redly  was,  and 
indisposed  as  he  also  was  to  admit  any  thidg  like 
the  truth  to  approach  his  imagination-^MCotdd  not 
altogether  help  glancing  at  tfa^  probable  causes  of 
so  extraordinary^-and  apparently  desperate^-^ 
mode  of  proceeding. 

His  mind  was  ill  at  eas^  under  crren  a  tague 
apprebensiofl  of  b^g  the  cause  of  so  much  ctU, 
and  there  were  periods  of  sdf-eiamination,  as  he 
feverishly  paced  the  room,  when  he  could  not  M 
to  tax  himself  with  indiscretion.  A  seasonable 
fit  of  modesty  would  then  come  to  Ms  aid,  and 
the  utter  impossibility  of  the  aflections  of  one 
woman  being  gained  by  the  outpourings  of  the 
heart  in  fiivotrr  of  another,  soothed  him  agson  !&• 
to  complacency.  Still  poor  Grertrude  was  iA--« 
the  account  of  her  improved  health,  in  the  coiirse 
of  fbnr-and-^wenty  hours  from  his  previous  in- 
tjuiry,  appeared  to  have  been  spedfieally  teft  for 
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some  puipoee  of  delusion,  and  the  total  absence  of 
all  explanation  firom  his  good-natured,  though 
coxcombical  firiend,  Grandison^convinced  him,  that 
he  must  appear,  in  some  sort,  a  delinquent  in  the 
eyes  and  opinion  of  the  fiunily. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

Percy^s  situation,  it  must  be  admitted,  was 
one  not  only  of  pain,  but  difficulty. — He  could 
neither  presume  upon  the  inferences— even  had  he 
been  disposed  to  draw  them  closer — in  favour  of 
his  having  unwittingly  inspired  the  young  lady 
with  a  passion  for  him — ^nor  could  he,  at  the  risk 
even  of  all  his  airy  dreams  of  happiness  with  one 
woman,  offer  himself  with  the  self-devotion  of  a 
victim  at  the  shrine  of  another.  His  want  ci 
rank— of  fortune — ^his  known  history,  would  only 
subject  him  to  insult,  were  he  at  full  liberty  to 
throw  himself  at  her  feet.  These  were  only  tran- 
sient thoughts — ^they  were  dismissed,  and  others 
attempted  to  be  substituted  in  their  stead,  which 
were  as  chimerical  as  those  which  had  given  place 
to  them.     The  Temple  dock  had  told  the  hour 
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of  one— hk  fire  was  out — he  was  chilled — ^wretch- 
ed— and  yet  without  energy  sufficient  to  change 
his  position,  for  the  purpose  of  going  tor  bed 
Suddenly  he  was  started  by  a  loud  summons  at 
his  outer  door.  He  rose,  and  demanded  who 
was  there ;  and  was  answered  in  the  welUknown 
tones  of  his  fiiend  Blencow,  whom  he  had  scarce- 
ly seen  for  some  weeks  past.  There  is  a  melody 
and  a  charm  about  the  voice  of  a  firiend — ^humble 
thouj^  he- be— which  sweeps  across  the  soul  with 
tenfold  effect,  when  it  is  unstrung  by  misfortune, 
or  overstrained  by  anxiety.  He  pulled  back  the 
lock  with  alacrity,  and  welcomed  his  firiend,  with 
some  gentle  and  affectionate  reproaches  for  the 
rareness  of  his  visits — ^*  though,^  he  added  smil- 
ing, ^^  this  is  rather  an  unseasonable  hour  for  a 
ceremony  so  rarely  performed.^ 

*^  Ah,  Percy  !*"  replied  the  other,  as  his  looks 
bespoke  dismay,  and  even  horror — "  Why  did  I 
ever  lose  sight  of  you — why  did  I  ever  leave 
you?" 

"  Why  ! — ^what,  in  Heaven,  is  the  matter  with 
you  ?^  cried  Percy  starting  back,  as  he  looked  up- 
on his  features. 
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^  I  cannot  speak— fltop,  Con — ft  moment-^let 
me  gasp  for  a  little  breath^-I  have  ran  the  whde 
way.** 

"  Where  from  ? — but  stop— I  will  give  yoa 
some,  wine.'* 

*•  No— no--no  wine-^1  hare  had  too  much  ef 
wine,  and — all — all  that  it  leads  to."* 

^  Be  calm — nt  down — Blen-HNimethB^  is 
wrong — ^take  your  time — I  will  see  you  righted.* 

**  Then  you  will  see  me  hanged,  Percys— for* 
and  he  could  utter  no  more.  After  a  considenh 
ble  pause,  in  which  Percy^s  curiosity  no  less  than 
his  anxiety,  was  most  forcibly  awakened,  Blencow 
proceeded  to  his  confessions,  which  went  to  shew, 
that  he  had  fallen  into  ^^  most  villainous  compa- 
ny^ in  his  official  associates  at  Mr  Clement  Dossi- 
ter^s — that,  by  degrees,  he  had  been  led  on  fmn 
a  half  play  and  an  oyster — to  the  low  carousal  of 
tavern  junketings — ^and,  finally,  into  excesses 
which  generally  ensue  from  such  beginnings-* 
that  he  dreaded  seeking  counsel  from  Percy,  be- 
cause it  must  involve  a  confetnon  of  his  miscon- 
duct— and  that  the  slight  manner  in  which  his  ip- 
r^ular  conduct  was  treated  at  home,  and  the  rid»- 
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cole  he  CMomiteied  far  his  tcmplfiB  fintt  his 
c—ifMinioin,  had,  night  afWr  night,  smothered  his 
good  leiDlutioiis,  until,  at  length,  he  fimnd  hinu 
self  inTolTed  in  debts  he  could  noit  psjr,  and  had 
hem  dn^gged  rather  than  drawn  into  the  Tovtex 
of  a  low  gambling  estahliahment,  in  which  he  now 
found  the  principal  derk  of  Mr  DossiterV  office 
was  a  leagued  partner  with  another  man,  who  had 
heent  his  chief  decoy  into  the  society. 

^  Still,  my  good  K«icow,  you  should  haare  ap- 
plied tome.^ 

^  I  repeat  I  did  not  dare— 4ior  should  I  now, 
pevhaps,  haYe  had  courage  to  do  it*-*but  that  an 
event ^"  and  he  filtered. 

**What  event? — ^eak  out,  Blenoow— you 
cannot  yet  have  been  criminal  ;^— and  he  started 
as  he  ^ke  at  the  sound  of  suspicion  conveyed  in 
Us  own  words. 

"  I  trust  and  hope  not— but  I  have  witnessed 
such  a  scene  as     ■    ^ 

"  What  b  it  ?— speak.'' 

"  You  must  take  me  in  ray  own  way,  Con— 
you  know  I  was  never  able  to  teU  my  own  sU>- 
ty." 
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**  Out  with  it,  then,  in  your  own  way.'' 
But  it  was  in  his  own  way — and  that  so  roond- 
about  a  way,  that  the  reader  will  be  glad  of  a 
precis  writer  on  the  occasion — at  least  where  the 
interlocutor  is  not  necessarily  called  iqion  die 
scene  to  give  v^bal  evidence^ 

<<  The  long  and  the  short  c£  it,""  as  Blencow 
constantly  prefaced  what  he  had  to  say,  was, 
that,  on  this  evening,  he  had  gone,  as  had  been 
the  case  for  several  previous  nights,  to  a  house  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  St  Jameses,  where  all  ocmi- 
ers  were  admitted  whodesired  to  risk  or  amass  mo- 
ney, under  the  joint  establishmait  of  one  Jarvis, 
who  lived  in  the  adjoining  house,  and  DriUeC, 
the  head  d^k  of  Dosdter.  It  appeared,  that 
Lord  Brandon,  unable  to  raise  sums  suflBcient  to 
adventure  with  his  associates  in  the  more  select 
clubs  with  which  our  accommodating  metropolis 
abounds — had  descended  to  join  that  mixed  de- 
scription of  persons  who  are  to  be  met  with  in 
this  lowest  order  of  gaming-houses — ^that  some 
notorious  black-legs,  who  had  made  a  dead  set  at 
this  promising  scion  of  noUlity,  having  been  baf- 
fled by  him — ^through  the  very  means  whidi  diey 
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had  jdanned  to  entrap  him— had  resented  his 
ccmduct  in  terms  of  the  bitterest  invective— 
which  h^  more  than  half  intoxicated^  retorted  by 
m  dispUy  of  his  pugilistic  powers-^that,  being  in 
the  minority,  and  having  united  in  a  common 
cause  against  him  all  who  had  been  thus  exclud- 
ed from  the  ^*  nice  jncldngs^  about  a  young  lord, 
m  general  affiray  had  taken  place,  in  which  Blen- 
oow  and  his  associates  had  been  considerably 
mauled  as  the  allies  of  his  Lordship— and  the  un^ 
fortunate  lord  himsdf  very  desperately  wound- 
ed. 

It  appeared,  that  this  battle-royal  within  had 
spread  the  alarm  of  murder  beyond  the  walls— 
and  that  the  emissaries  of  justice  having  Im)ken 
open  the  doors,  Blencow,  as  an  asdstant  to  his 
friends.  Driblet  and  Jarvis,  had  succeeded  in  con- 
veying the  wounded  nobleman  through  a  secret 
communication  which  united  Jarvis^s  house  and 
the  other  through  the  cellars,  so  as,  for  a  time,  to 
escape  the  vigilance  of  the  police,  who  were  occu- 
pied in  securing  the  persons  of  their  less  alert,  or 
less  initiated,  assodates  above.  Whilst  those 
most  interested  in  saving  the  life  of  Lord  Bran- 
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dcm-^namely,  the  mtnagors  of  the  general  oon- 
eem,  and  consequently  the  vesponsible  pencms, 
should  the  affidr  tenninate  finally— weire  binding 
up  his  woqnds,  and  preparing  to  place  him^whilBt 
in  a  state  of  insensibility,  in  a  bed,  hastily  pie- 
pared  for  him,  poor  Bkncov  began  to  perceive  aQ 
the  probable  consequences  of  his  first  deviation 
from  a  steady  and  honorable  line  of  conduct  He 
lamented  the  day  he  had  ever  entered  the  servke 
of  Dossiter,  and  came  to  a  thousand  wise  resob- 
tions  of  amendment,  nov  that  he  vas  ^  better  ac- 
quainted with  the  world,^  should  he  be  able  to 
extricate  himself  from  his  present  embarrassments. 
The  first  actual  step  towards  this  was  to  come  to 
an  open  confessicm  with  his  oldest,  and,  indeed, 
only  friend,  Percy,  and  he  was  in  the  act  of  advan- 
cing towards  the  door,  without  considering  the  dan- 
gers by  which  he  was  surrounded— -when  his  ears 
were  stricken  by  an  exclamation  from  the  man 
Jarvis— who  had  just  completed  his  task  ct  un- 
dressing the  wounded  nobleman— 

*^  Grod  in  Heaven  !— can  it  be  ?^ — ^he  almost 
shrieked,  and  let  fall  the  arm,  by  which  he  was 
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about  to  lift  him,  with  the  aid  of  Driblet,  into 
bed. 

«  What  ails  thee,  Jarvia  ?^  demanded  the 
other,  aa  he  threw  himself  forward  to  give  addir 
tkmal  support  to  the  inert  mass  before  him-Hmd 
which  had  nearly  hilen  to  the  floor  by  the  sud- 
jden  abstraction  of  Jarvis^s  su^Kwt. 

**  Nothing  r  was  the  short  answer. 

**  Nothing  ! — ^why,  what  is  this  ?^  pointing  to 
jdie  arm  of  the  wounded  man. 

^^Hush  !  for  Grod^s  sake,^  returned  the  other, 
as  he  suddenly  recovered  himself,  and  whispered — 
loud  enough  for  Blencow  to  catch  it— ^  It  is— 4t 
is  Rycott^s  child — ^here  is  the  marik — and  Dossi* 
ter  — — ^  but  what  fidlowed  was  lost  to  him,  who 
appeared  to  be,  for  the  moment,  forgotten,  as  he 
stood  appalled  in  a  darkened  comer  of  the  apart^ 
menl. 

Blencow  could  not  be  mistaken  in  the  words 
whidi  had  readied  his  ear— ^ey  were  dear  and 
specific,  and  the  very  name  of  Rycott  fixed  them 
mdelibly  upon  his  memory.  He  did  not  under- 
stand the  first  import  c£  them— nor  the  exact  con- 
sequences to  which  this  acddental  discovery  might 
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tend— but  he  felt,  that  no  time  was  to  be  lost  in 
communicating  it  to  his  friend,  Percy— and  ag^in 
he  was  about  to  attempt  his  retreat,  when  he  was 
chedced  by  the  clamour  of  voices,  as  if  a  mob 
were  assembled  about  the  street  door,  throof^ 
which  he  had  hoped  to  eflfect  his  escape. 

<<  Is  that  you,  Blencow  r  demanded  DiiUet, 
who  turned  from  the  wounded  man  upon  hearing 
his  retreating  fix>tstep. 

**  Aye,**  answered  he—"  but  we  are  surround- 
ed." 

"  No  fiear,''  interrupted  Jarvis — ^^  we  will 
boldly  let  diem  in.  They  can^t  know  us.  We 
are  only  attending  upon  Lord  Brandon,  you  see, 
whom  we  have  rescued— but  that  box  — — *" 

"  That  must  not  be  seen,"  added  Driblet  with 
much  anxiety. 

"  Nor  this  watch,"  said  Jarvis,  as  he  produced 
a  very  handsome  one  from  his  pocket.  Bl^icow 
started.  It  was  Percy^s — ^the  identical  one,  he 
felt  assured,  which  had  been  carried  off  in  the 
port-feuille,  which  he  had  entrusted  to  the  care  of 
his  very  gentlemanlike  protector  in  his  scuffle  with 
the  mob 
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He  was  discreet  enough  to  b^  sQeiit  at  present 
iqpon  the  subject— or  it  might  have  prevented  the 
proposition  of  Driblet,  that  Blencow  should  be 
despatched  by  a  secret  door  at  the  back  part  of 
the  premises,  as  the  bearer  of  the  box,  which  was 
of  no  great  sise,  and  some  other  articles,  includ- 
ing the  watch,  to  a  place  of  security.  Blencow 
did  not  hesitate  to  subscribe  to  any  plan  which  in- 
cluded a  change  in  his  present  position— and, 
having  received  a  key,  and  certain  minute  direc- 
tions from  the  head  of  his  department,  where  to 
deposit  the  important  charge  when  he  should 
reach  Chancery  Lane,  he  was  safely  conducted  to 
a  door,  which  opened  upon  one  of  those  bye  courts, 
running  at  the  back  of  St  Jameses  Street,  and 
dismissed  with  repeated  cautions  to  avoid  obser- 
vation. 

Over-caudous  people  are  apt  to  get  involved  in 
the  very  scrapes  they  are  manoeuvring  to  avoid, 
and  so  it  happened  in  the  case  of  poor  Blencow, 
who,  having  been  observed  by  one  of  the  guar- 
dians of  the  night,  scuUdng  in  order  to  avoid  the 
inconvenient  glare  of  a  lamp,  and  hugging,  with 
aji^Mirent   affection,  a  small  trunk,  concerning 
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which,  it  was  quite  dear,  he  was  very  anxious — 
he  considered  him  at  the  advanced  period  of  the 
night,  or  rather  morning,  an  olgect  certainly  of 
suspicion,  and  when  he  attempted  to  ehide  Mm, 
an  unquestioned  rogue  of  the  first  water*  Blen- 
cow  at  first  made  some  resistance — but  when,  by 
a  spring  of  his  rattle,  the  watchman  had  collected 
certain  of  his  colleagues  about  him,hebegged  to  be 
heard,  and  assured  hisdetainers  that  he  had  noeyil 
intentions,  and  was  quietly  proceeding  tohishome. 

"  Where  did  he  come  fix)m  ?^  This  was  a  pur- 
sier.—** What  did  the  box  contain  r — This  was 
another. — "  What  was  his  callii^  ?"" 

"  An  attomey^s  derk.*** 

"  Humph  V"  quoth  the  watchman. — ^  What 
was  his  name?^ 

"  Blaicowr 

^*  Readily  answered,'  my  cool  un— Bilboa 
would  have  done  as  well.  Come— come— you 
must  along  with  us.  A  fellow  as  can  give 
no  better  account  of  himself  than  his  name  as  a 
^tamey'^s  clerk,  won*^  come  to  his  confessions  in 
the  open  air— clean  straw  and  a  cool  diet  will 
make  you  speak  out  clearer,^— and,  without  for- 
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ther  ceremony,  they  tock  possessioii  of  the  box, 
and  the  person  of  Blenoow-— having  duly  separat- 
ed the  parties— «nd  led  the  way,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  to  the  watdi-house. 

Two  of  these  nightly  guardians  of  our  persons 
and  jnx>p^rty  were  deemed  sufficient  to  conduct 
our  poor  mountaineer  to  the  place  of  durance ; 
and  as  he  appeared  to  be  a  ^^  civil  sort  of  young 
fellar,^  they  passed  on  very  amicably,  until  they 
were  about  to  turn  the  comer  into  St  Martinis 
Lane,  from  the  Strand— when  the  rush  of  two  or 
three  persons,  evidently  making  their  escape  firom 
some  pursuer  or  pursuers,  broke  the  phalanx,  and 
having  extended  one  of  our  two  watchmen  in  the 
kennel,  and  fallen — two  of  them  at  least— in  com- 
pany with  the  other,  over  some  steps  at  the  oor- 
ner,  Blencow,  whose  activity  was  a  native  quali- 
fication, immediately  saw  the  means  of  escape 
left  open  to  him— and  not  being  bound  by  his  pa- 
role to  abide  the  will  and  pleasure  of  his  guard, 
hesitated  not  to  spring  firom  the  spot,  and,  by 
speedily  turning  down  a  bye  street,  to  eflfect  his 
purpose, 'even  without  exciting  a  timely  alarm 
trom  his  discomfited  guardians,  whom  he  left  oc- 
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cupied  in  recovering  their  1^,  and  in  endeavour- 
ing to  secure  their  new  assaihints. 

Having  brought  his  history  up  to  this  point, 
Percy  demanded  whether  he  had  secured  the 
watch— -whidi  he  immediately  produced,  having 
put  it  into  his  pocket,  when  it  was  first  delivered, 
and  thus  saved  it  from  the  observation  of  his  edi- 
tors. 

Percy  found  his  old  comrade  in  a  state  rf  mind 
not  exactly  calculated  for  a  lecture — ^for  there 
were  no  terms  in  which  he  could  have  expressed 
his  abhorrence  of  the  principles  by  which  he  had 
been  deluded,  that  Blencow  would,  at  the  moment, 
have  considered  sufficiently  strong  to  mark  his  re- 
probation of  them,  and  of  himself.  He  therefore 
contented  himself  with  the  more  gratefol  task  of 
soothing  his  harassed  mind,  and  by  shewing  him 
that  his  present  escape  seemed  to  be  the  woik  of 
his  good  genius,  in  order  to  shew  him  what  might 
have  been  the  consequences  of  his  crrom  and  to 
prove  the  necessity  of  future  abstinence  from  the 
haunts  and  society  of  such  unprincipled  onnpa- 
nions. 

He  dismissed  his  poor  penitent,  more  easy  in 
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his  mind  than  he  had  been  for  some  time  past, 
and  promised  to  see  him  the  next  day, — after  he 
should  have  taken  certain  measures,  which  rapid- 
ly crossed  his  mind,  as  being  due  to  himself,  and 
the  public,  with  respect  to  these  desperadoes.  It 
must  be  confessed  he  could  not  wholly  separate 
these  persons  from  the  Dossiters,  whose  depend- 
ants they  appeared — and  whose  tools  he  suspect- 
ed them  to  be. 

The  assertion  of  the  man,  Jarvis,  of  his  hay- 
ing discovered,  in  Lord  Brandon,  the  stolen  child 
of  Mr  Rycott,  by  a  mark-^of  which  it  will  be 
recollected  express  mention  had  been  made  in 
the  course  of  evidence  produced  before  the  jury  at 
Carlisle — afforded  much  food  for  r^ection ;  and 
the  mention  of  Dossiter^s  name,  as  connected  with 
die  circumstance,  although  it  could  at  present  af- 
ford no  dew  for  bringing  any  specific  charge  home 
to  that  honest  gendeman,  was  yet  suflScient  to  im- 
press upon  Percy^s  mind  a  fiill  conviction,  that 
he  was  at  the  bottom  of  the  transaction,  and  that 
his  alarm  at  the  accidental  meeting  of  Lord  Har- 
weden  and  himself  on  tiie  day  of  his  first  intro- 
duction, was  in  some  manner  connected  with  it. 
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To  have  discovered  the  real  child  of  Mr  Rycott 
would  have  been  a  satis&ction  to  him  as  great  as 
he  could  have  possibly  enjoyed  after  he  had  been 
torn  from  him  as  a  son — but,  even  if  the  words 
of  Jarvis  were  to  be  credited  to  their  fiillest  ex- 
tent-—and,  even  were  the  young  man,  who  had, 
by  some  sinister  means,  been  made  to  usurp  the 
title  of  Lord  Brandon,  to  recover  from  the  woundi 
which  Blencow  had  described  to  be  of  so  serious 
a  nature — what  comfort  or  consolation  to  Mr  Ry- 
cott^s  declining  years  would  be  a  being  so  irrecov- 
erably lost  to  every  sort  of  feeling,  honor,  or  pro- 
priety ?  Percy  felt  at  one  moment  as  if  Provi- 
dence had  pointed  him  out  as  an  instrument  in 
so  extraordinary  a  discovery-«and  yet — should 
he  not  rather  become  by  this  very  circumstance 
the  agent  of  misery  to  one  whose  happiness  he  now 
feh  it  his  duty  to  promote  by  every  means  within 
his  power  or  ability? — ^What  was  to  be  done? 
He  fell  into  a  disturbed  slumber  after  he  had  been 
some  time  in  bed — which  in  no  degree  tended  to 
solve  the  difficulty ;  and  the  only  resolution  he 
came  to,  when  he  awoke  in  the  morning,  was  to 
impose  silence  upon  Blencow,  as  to  this  part  of 
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the  transaction  altogether — and  to  take  more  time 
to  digest  the  measures  he  might  think  proper 
hereafter  to  adopt  in  investigating  the  business. 

His  first  step  was  to  call  upon  Dossiter  the  el- 
dav—and  finding  him  at  home — he  came  at  once 
to  die  point,  in  order  to  form  some  opinion  from 
the  first  impression  made  upon  the  man  of  law, 
by  a  recapitulation  of  the  lawless  proceedings  of 
the  preceding  evening — ^but  Percy,  in  his  way 
back  to  Chambers,  was  compelled  to  acknowledge, 
that,  if  called  upon  in  a  court  of  justice  to  depose 
whether  Mr  Dossiter  was  previously  acquainted 
with  the  whole  series  of  transactions— or  now 
heard  them  for  the  first  time,  he  should  not  know 
exactly  how  to  answer  the  question. 

When  the  situation  c£  Lord  Brandon  came 
under  consideration — the  lawyer  observed,  that 
*^  he  had  always  looked  to  it — ^it  was  a  natural 
consequence.'"  VPTien  Percy  expressed  his  aston- 
ishment that  a  man,  so  high  in  the  confidence  of 
Mr  Dossiter  as  Driblet,  should  be  able  to  carry  on 
80  nefarious  a  traffic,  without  having  incurred  su&- 
incion,  the  lawyer  checked  him — ^with  ^*  Enough, 
enough — I  know  what  you  would  say— a  credu- 
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kms  fool,  not  to  have  watched  him  doser  !^— but 
this  certainly  was  not  the  inference  Perjy  ineant 
to  draw. 

When  Percy  expressed,  in  vety  strong  terms, 
his  regrets  that  a  simple  lad,  like  Blaicow,  should 
have  been  drawn  in  by  these  knavish  companiims-*- 
Mr  Clement  was  evidently  thinking  of  something 
else,  for,  without  eY&ct  the  precaution  of  lookii^ 
round  the  room,  he  bolt^  out  the  unpolished  de- 
nunciation of  <<  Cursed  asses,^^against  them,  ^'  fer 
their  pains  r 

^^  Sir !— do  I  understand  you  ?^  asked  Percy, 
in  a  tone  that  quickly  recalled  the  wandering  po- 
litician. 

^^  Probably  not— fer  I  don^t  understand  myself 
^-they  are  rather  rogues  than  — — ^ 

^^  Villains  rather  than  either  1"^  exdaimed  Percy. 

^^  Enough,  enough— speak  lower— you  will  be  . 
heard.^ 

^^  What  care  I,  Mr  Dossiter? — I  have  nothing 
to  conceal     I  — '^ 

<«  Enough — ^we  must  inyestigate  this  afiair— 
but  there  is  no  occasion  to  let  them  into  our 
plans.*" 
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*•  I  have  no  plans*— my  proceedings  will  be  very 
strait  finrward-^I  shall  have  the  fellow  Jarvi^ 
apprehended.^ 

**  WiD  you,  by  G  r  cried  Dossiter,  with 
a  vivacity^  and  an  expressicm  of  countenance, 
which  ^aa  fiur  beyond  the  reach  of  Percy^s  talent 
to  deqrpher. 

**  That  will  I,**— replied  Percy,  in  a  tone  of 
detenoination,  that  could  not  be  mistaken. 

*^  I"^I  would  rather  not  be  employed,  Mr 
Malloryi  but— you  cannot  take  yotir  measures 
ioo  soon— >I  can  recommend  an  honest  attorney.^ 

^  In  I/>ndon  ?^  asked  Percy,  with  an  expres- 
sion of  incredulity,  which  could  neither  escape, 
nor  be  suffered  to  pass  without  notice  by  the  law- 
yer, who  replied,—— 

**  Know  what  you  would  say — lawyers  all 
rvigues— old  prejudices— enough,  enough — it^s 
the  way  with  the  world,^  and  he  smiled— but  not 
as  men  smile  when  they  are  particularly  well 
pleased. 

Percy  bowed  as  he  was  retreating  from  the 
apartment — ^Dossiter  followed  him — and  taking 
his  hand,  which  was  upon  the  lock,  gently  closed 
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the  door,  as  he  whispered  in  hib  young  firiend^s 
ear^—^^Yoli  must  lose  no  time  in  proceeding  against 
this  Jarvis— -he  is  a  villain,  Mr  Percy  .^ 

"  You  know  him,  then— and         *" 

*^  Enough,  enough— donH  speak  so  loud— I 
know  him  to  be  a  man,  whom  it  would  be  an  act 
of  public  justice  to  hang.*^ 

^^  Might  you  not  have  taken  upon  you,  with 
so  intimate  a  knowledge  of         ^ 

<<  Enough— -enough  ! — ^not  a  word— by  the 
Lord,  I  would  have  done  it  if  I  could,  long  ago.^ 

^^  And  yet  your  head,  c(mfidential  derk         "^ 

*^  Hush — ^hush ! — ^know  what  you  would  say- 
wheel  within  wheeL'' 

"  Which  you — ^'^ 

^^  Am  about  to  unravel  by  your  informatioiH— 
I  can  never  be  too  thankful  — — •"' 

"  No  thanks  to  me.  Sir,"" 

^^  Enough — enough — you  are  too  modest— 
but -^ 

'^  Blencow^s  description  of  this  mane's  abode  is 
sufficient  for  the  direction  of  the  magistrate.^ 

"  The  fellow's  aLready  in  custody,  fot  Loid 
Brandon's  affiiir.'' 
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^*  How  know  you  that,  Mr  Dossiter  .^ 

'*  Know  it ! — why— why— of  course — ^no  <^- 
cers  who  were  acquainted  with  their  duty  would 
sufier  him  to  escape,  under  such  drcumfitances  of 
suspicion.'" 

"  And  your  derk,  Driblet  P 

^^  rU  not  detain  you,^ — ^and  he  opened  the 
door  for  Percy. 

*'  Is  your  cleric  ^ 

<<  Enough,  enough — donH  let  it  appear  that 
you  know  anything  about  him— here,  Thomas— * 
open  the  door— Mr  Percy,  your  humble  servant 
—nay,  nay— not  a  word,"  whispering  him,  "  in 
this  open  hall," — and  he  effectually  prevented 
any  indiscretion  of  this  nature,  by  precipitatdy 
retreating  into  the  parlour. 

Percy—consulting  with  the  gentleman  under 
whcnn  he  had  been  placed  as  a  pupilr-*-was  soon 
instructed  in  theline  of  proceeding  necessary  to 
be  adopted,  in  bringing  the  purloiner  of  his  watdi 
to  justice  ;  and  he  was  the  more  solicitous  upon 
tbe  sulgect,  than  either  an  abstract  love  (^justice 
-—coupled,  as  it  was  in  his  nature,  with  a  dispo- 
sition, strongly  tinctured  with  the  divine  attribute 
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of  mercy,  could  reasonably  account  for ;  but  the 
fact  was,  the  more  he  saw  into  the  budness,  the 
more  strongly  was  his  suspicion  exdted  against 
the  Dossiters — and  he  felt  so  completely  assured 
that  these  wretches  were  merely  the  inferior  links 
of  a  chain,  by  which  the  fiither  and  the  son 
bound  their  victims,  among  the  higher  as  wdl  as 
the  lo^er  orders  of  a  thoughtless  and  disdpated 
community,  to  their  extensive  schemes  of  depre- 
dation, that  he  could  not  resist  the  impulse  he  Mi 
to  be  instrumental  in  their  defeat  and  exposure. 
The  mformalion  which  Clement  Dossiter  did 
not  mean  to  convey  to  Percy— namely,  the  im- 
prisonment of  Jarvis  and  Driblet— proved  to  be 
(borrect.     The  state  of  Lord  Brandon^s  constitu- 
tion— ^weakened  and  inflamed  by  every  species  of 
dissipation — ^was  little  calculated  to  contend  with 
the  fever  produced  by  the  wounds  and  bruises  in-r 
flicted  upon  him  in  the  late  affiray,  and  his  mes- 
cal attendants  had  declared  his  life  to  be  in  immi- 
nent danger.  Jarvis  andl>riblet,thelatter  of  whom, 
it  appeared,  passed  under  the  cUias  of  Mr  Burton  at 
the  west  end  of  the  town,  were  apprehended; 
and  whilst  his  Lordship  was  carefully  removed 
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to  the  maiiflkm  oi  Lord  Harweden — they,  with 
less  ceremony,  but  with  full  as  much  care,  were 
conducted  to  a  place  of  security,  to  await  the 
event  o£  the  night'^s  adventure. 

Percy  now  viewed  the  Earl  of  Harweden  in  the 
light  of  a  victim,  and  doubted  not  that  his  coi^ 
fidence  had  been  abused  by  his  villainous  agents 
to  some  purposes  which  it  might  yet  be  in  his 
power  to  frustrate  or  counteract. 

Upon  receiving,  en  the  following  afternoon^ 
accounts  of  Lord  Brandon'^s  dang^,  he,  there- 
fore, resolved  to  communicate  all  that  he  bad 
learned  from  the  recital  of  Blencow,  without  de- 
lay to  the  Earl — as  the  only  plain  strait-forward 
mode  of  proceeding  adapted  to  his  views,  and  the 
exigency  of  the  case.  He  never  for  a  moment 
reflected  upon  the  disparity  of  rank ;  and  as  he 
proceeded  with  rapid  steps  towards  his  L(»rdship^s 
house,  he  had  cdlected  so  many  concurring  mo- 
tives, in  favour  of  the  interview  he  was  about  to 
seek,  that,  by  the  time  he  had  knocked  at  the 
door,  he  was  perfectly  satisfied  that  he  had  been 
gpil^  of  a  neglect  of  duty  in  having  so  long  de- 
ferred his  visit. 

VOL.  III.  D 
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He  quickly  demanded  of  the  porter  whether 
Lord  Harweden  was  at  home. 

"  Your  name,  Sir  P'*  was  the  counter-question. 

"  Psha — ^what  signifies  my  name— is  he,  or  is 
he  not,  at  home-M>r  if  not,  where  is  he  to  be 
found  ?"" 

*^  Found ! — ^thaf  8  a  good  one— Can^t  answer 
your  question.  Sir— till  I  know  your  buoness.^ 

^^  Business — business  of  the  highest  importance 
—-answer  me,  then.  Sir — ^is  Lord  Harweden^  or  is 
he  not,  dt  home  P^ 

"  Not  to  any  one  without  a  name.'' 

'*  Sirrah— ^o  you "^ 

"  One  word  for  aU,  Sir — ^it's  as  much  as  my 
place  is  worth,  to  be  carrying  messages  backwards 
and  forwards  to  my  Lord  from  nobody  knows 
who.'' 

Percy  found  that  he  was  not  likely  to  get  any 
advantage  in  a  discussion  with  a  personage  who, 
besides  his  own  scruples  of  conscience,  had  the 
power*— as  the  half  folding-door  was  in  his  hand 
— of  closing  it  in  his  own  manner  and  at  his  own 
will,  at  any  given  moment.  He  therefore  gave 
the  man  his  address^ — and  was  admitted,  by  the 
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jffopar  ofBcers  of  the  interior,  into  a  handsome 
vaitmg-jrooni,  with  a  promise  that  it  should  be 
immediately  conyeyed  to  his  Lordship. 

Percy  was  not  in  the  habit— nor,  indeed,  was 
lie  particularly  qualified  to  cool  his  heels,  as  it  is 
technically  termed,  in  the  anti-room  of  a  great  man 
— and  there  is  no  saying  into  what  breach  of  esta- 
blished etiquette  he  might  have  been  hurried,  had 
he  been  long  detained  in.  this  novel  situation,  with- 
in immediate  reach  of  a  man,  whom  he  considered 
it  as  much  his  right  and  duty,  as  it  was  his  de- 
termination, to  see  without  delay. 

His  patience  was  not  put  to  this  test. — By  the 
rapid  return  of  his  Lordship^s  own  man,  it  ap- 
peared that  Lord  Harweden  was  as  ready  to 
admit  our  young  friend  as  he  was  to  be  re- 
ceived. 

His  Lordship  met  him,  as  he  entered  the  li- 
brary, with  every  mark  of  attention,  and  express- 
ed himself  happy  on  the  occasion  of  his  visit ;  add- 
ing, ^^  It  is  indeed  a  charitable  one,  Mr  Mallory, 
in  such  a  moment  as  this.^ 

Percy  reflected  that  the  feelings  of  another 
were  concerned  in  what  was  to  follow — and  this 
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was  the  iirst  check  he  bad  eneoimftered  ia  hk 
scheme  of  going  stra^ht-forward  to  his  purpose. 

*^  How  is  your — iiiut  is— I  mean  Lord  Bran- 
don, my  Lord  ?^ 

^'  Alas  t  Sir,  there  are  no  hopes — I  have  just 
parted  from  his  prindpiJ  medical  attendanl^  who 
has  candidly  stated  his  opinion  to  me.^ 

'^  There  may  be — I  mean,  my  Lord — m  all 
cases  of  this  nature — there  may  be  conadera- 
tions "^ 

*^  I  understand  you,  Mr  Mallory — pray  be 
seated — I  will  not  deny,  that  the  utfa^  db- 
aj^intment  of  all  my  hopes  rei^iecting  this  young 
man — ^his  utter  contanpt  of  my  counsds— -of  my 
commands — ^his  inveterate  habits  of — I  grieve  to 
say  it — ^the  lowest  and  most  dqprading  dissipatien 
and  profligacy — ^which,  in  such  a  moment,  I  wooU 
finrget,  if  they  did  not  force  themselves  upon  me 
as  the  soinree  of  all  my  misery  for  some  years  past 
—have,  I  confess,  tended  very  much  to  break  the 
weight  of  the  impending  Uow."*^ 

"  No  doubt,  my  Lord — but  there  are — thai  ii> 
there  might  be  circmnstanees— but  I  b^  pardon, 
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I  am  «o  used  to  lUnk  aloud,  and  so  unused  to 
beat  about  for  -^^-'' 

^  I  request  you  will  put  no  restraint  upon 
yovrs^  on  my  account,  Mr  Malkny — ^you  can 
say  nothing  for  which  I  am  not  folly  prepared.*" 

"  I  must  doubt  that,  my  Lord— but— wiD 
your  Lordship  permit  me  to  put  a  question 

IB r 

"  In  any  way  you  please.'" 

"  Were  there  any  circumstances — I  really  am 
at  a  loss  to  word  what  I  have  to  say — ^was  there 
anything  peculiar,  my  Lord — ^in  the  birth  of 
LordBmdMr 

**  None  that  ever  reached  my  ears ;" — ^but  his 
Lordship^  atteiiticm  sensed  to  be  roused — as 
weU  it  might — at  so  strange  an  interrogatory. 

"  I  mean — is  your  Lordship  sure— that — ^in 
short.  Lord  Brandon  is  actually  your  son  ?^ 

"  Sir  r — exclaimed  his  Lordship,  starting  Erom 
to  diair. 

^^  Nay,  my  Lord — I  feared  to  offend  or  wound 
you — but  now  that  the  ice  is  broken     '    '  ^ 

"  The  ice  broken,  Mr  Mallwy !— do  you  pur- 
pDse  to  ^- — ^ 
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"  I  purpose  only,  my  Lord — ^if  you  will  dome 
the  honor  to  sit  down*" — ^Percy  had  taken  a  les- 
son,  it  should  appear,  from  his  firiend  Sir  Hugh 
— ^^  and  to  listen  with  attention  to  what  I  have  to 
say." 

His  Lordship  obeyed  in  silence. 

^^  I  have  reason— good  reason,  my  Lord,  to  be- 
lieve— that  the  unfortunate  youngman,  who  is  now 
dying  beneath  your  roof,  is  no  more  your  Lord- 
ship^s  son  than  I  am — and  further  than  this — I 
am  well — ^intimately  acquainted  with  his  real  fik 
ther.'' 

"  And  who— who.  Sir— dared  divulge  this  to 
you  ?^  demanded  his  Lordship,  in  a  tone  of  strong 
indignation — and  again  starting  firom  his  seat, 
"  Has  that  villain,  Dossiter ^ 

^^  He  is  at  the  bottom  of  it,  I  am  satisfied,"^  re- 
plied Percy, 

"  And  he  told  you  -— " 

^^  Not  exactly — ^but  those  in  his  employ  betray- 
ed it'' 

^^  Then,  Mr  Mallory,  I  am  in  your  power,  and 
you  know  me  for  what  I  am— but  I  would  ex- 
plain — — '^  and  his  Lordship  sank  into  his  chair 
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evidently  oYerpowered  in  the  contest  with  his  feel- 
ings. .     '" 

**  Groo4  Heavens  r  cried  Percy—"  What  is  the 
meaning  of  all  this  ?^ 

"  That  knaves  cannot  be  true  even  to  each 
other."* 

"  You  speak  riddles,  my  Lord  r 

"  Which  you  at  least  can  solve.^ 

"  I  know  only '^ 

"  What?"* 

"  That  the  villain  who,  if  not  the  agent  in  the 
death  of  the  young  man,  calling  himself  Lord, 
Brandon,  was  a  primary  cause  of  it — betrayed 
the  secret  in  a  moment  of  surprise  and  agitation, 
and  clearly  implicated  the  elder  Dossiter  in  the 
transaction."' 

"  Then  Dossiter  is  not  your  informant  ?'^ 

"  I  am  not  likely,  my  Lord,  to  be  the  deposi- 
tary of  Mr  Dossiter^s  confidences,""  observed  Per- 
cy, somewhat  proudly. 

"  Would  to  Heaven  I  could  say  as  much !"" 
sighed  his  Lordship. 

"  Had  your  Lordship  any  suspicion  then         "" 

"  You  know  too  much — and  I  have  betrayed 
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myself  too  far  to  conceal  what  remuns  to  be  told 
— the  secret,  which  has  preyed  like  a  worm  upon 
my  vitids  for  ^  many  years-^the  dread  g£  whose 
discovery  has  guarded  every  word,  thought, 
and  look,  and  1^  me  a  hdjdess  victim,  bound 
hand  and  foot  at  the  caprice  of  a  villain,  who  ne- 
ver relaxed  his  hold  upon  me  for  a  moment — 
hath  burst  its  bounds  at  the  first  Udding<if  youth 
and  ingenuousness,  which,  fta  from  Bcupectiiig,  is, 
I  see,  at  this  very  instant,  almost  incredtdoas  of 
my  guilt.  But  enough  of  this — to  whom,  let  me 
first  a^,  do  you  suppose  this  unhappy  boy  to  b6- 
long?^ 

^  To  an  old  and  valaed  fnend-^a  more  tham 

fiither  to  me,  my  Lord— one  to  whom  I  owe  all 

that  I  possess  on  earth — one  upon  whom  I  was 

.Surreptitiously  imposed,  as  was  this  young  man  on 

your  LcM^hip — a  changeling — a  nobody   ■  .■  ^ 

"  Who  !— speak,  who  are  you  P'' 

^^  For  nineteen  years  I   was  the  dierished 
son— — ^ 

«  Of— of "" 

"  Mr  Rycott.^ 

^^  Gracious  Providence  !-^in  this  surely  is  thy 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


CHAPT£R  II.  57 

interpodltioii  viiiUe— and — and  Dossiter  knew 

^  To  bis  care  was  I  oonogned  by  my  benefiu)- 
totry 

^  Tbis  is  mystery  and  villainy  dmiUy  involved. 
Hia  anxiety  to  keep  ns  apart  is  now  eiqdained, 
and  die  acooont  of  your  amipathy  to  me.^ 

^^  Did  be  dare  use  ny  name  to  a "^ 

^*  He  dared  practise — as  he  has  done  through 
IMb''-^  deoqition  upon  me,  because  he  knew  I  was 
in  his  power. — Sir— Mr  Mallory — I  can  be  as  se- 
vere a  judge  upon  my  own  past  life  as  you-— or  the 
most  rigid  censor  can  he*— One  &be  step  has  in- 
volved me  in  a  succession  of  mean,  low  subterfuges, 
fnsomMch  that  I  have,  I  repeat,  scarcely  dared  for 
yean  to  hold  up  my  head  in  the  society  c^  honest 
or  bonerabie  men.  There  were  fiunily  consider- 
ations of  the  highest  value,  as  I  deemed  them  at 
the  time,  that  induced  me,  after  the  loss  of  seve- 
ral children,  to  desire  an  heir  to  my  honors  and 
title,  and  the  unexpected  pregnancy  of  Lady  Har- 
weden  was  hailed  by  me  as  an  answer  to  my  daily 
prayers  to  HeaveiK— such  as  they  were-^finr  the 
Aiffihnettt  of  my  hopes.     Btffl — apprehmdmg  die 
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chances  of  fiiilure,  by  the  Inrth  of  a  girl  instead  of 
a  boy,  I  sounded  the  son  of  my  late  fiither^s  stew- 
iird— ^who  was  a  quick  intelligent  young  man, 
and  destined  io  the  Bar,  to  ascertain  whether  he 
was  dii^osed  to  undertake  a  scheme  for  rendering 
me  secpre  against  the  altematiye  of  a  fiulure— I 
found  him  ready  to  meet  me  more  than  half-way, 
and  to  outrun  me  in  the  road  of  villainy  and  im- 
posture." 

**  And  this,  my  Lord — ^was  Mr  Clement  Doa- 
siter?" 

"  The  same.'' 

<<  Or  rather  Maitland  T 

**  How  know  you  that  ?^ 

•*  Too  well  is  it  recorded  in  my  memory,  my 
Lord — ^with  every  word  that  went  like  a  dagger 
to  my  soul,  when  I  found  that  I  had  been  die 
wretched  victim  of  this  intrigue.'" 

"  When-*-and  where  P'' 

'<  In  the  late  trial  at  Carlisle.'' 

From  Lord  Harweden  the  whole  of  these  pro- 
ceedings had  been  carefiiUy  concealed,  for  some 
purpose,  by  Dossiter — and  this  had  been  rendered 
the  easier  on  his  part  by  the  steps  taken  by  Mr 
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Ryoott — for  that  gentlonan  having  rebuilt,  in  his 
mincTs  eye,  the  whole  falvic,  as  soon  as  he  found 
the  event  of  the  trial  had  overthrown  it — ^had,  as 
part  g£  his  schone,  taken  the  precaution  to  reverse 
the  order  of  more  £s»hionable  adepts — and  by 
bribing  high,  to  keep  himself,  and  those  involved 
with  him,  out  of  print  and  publicity. 

It  appeared  that  Lord  Harweden  had  eipress- 
ed  his  determination  to  Dossiter,  when  the  com- 
punctious visitings  of  consdaice  had  been  awaken- 
.ed,  in  the  progress  of  years,  by  a  more  sober  re- 
troqiect  of  his  past  life,  and  the  return  he  had 
hoped  for  in  the  filial  conduct  of  his  supposed  son, 
was  so  fearfully  denied  to  him— to  afford  his  most 
ample  assistance  to  the  young  man,  imposed  upon 
Mr  Rycott,  should  any  event  lead  to  the  disco- 
very of  the  imposition. 

Whether  Mr  Dossiter  thought  his  Lordship^s 
money  and  patronage  might  be  diverted  into  a 
better  channel,  than  that  which  he  proposed,  as  a 
sedative  to  a  qualmish  conscience-— or  whether 
there  were  latent  motives,  which  ^'  none  but  his 
paraller  could  be  competent  to  discover — the 
event  clearly  proved  that,  not  only  had  he  been 
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most  sedulous  in  keeping  the  change  in  Percyls 
fortune  a  profound  secret  frcmi  his  LoTdship — 
but  Aat  he  had  scarcely  ever  committed  himadf 
to  80  near  a  chance  of  being  detected  in  a  ma- 
noeuvre, as  on  the  occasion  of  the  meeting  whidi 
took  i^aceon  Percy^s  rruU  apropoe  introduction  to 
Lord  Harweden  on  his  first  arrival  in  town. 

The  reader  will,  without  any  assistance  on  our 
part^be&llyaUe  to  reconcile  the  events  disdosed 
tm  the  trial  at  Carlisle,  with  the  share  which  lani 
Harweden,  l^  his  own  confesdcm,  hote  in  the 
transaction ;  but  there  were  other  circumstances 
connected  with  it,  which,  it  aj^eared,  Us  Lord- 
ship was  about  to  communicate  to  Percy,  when 
the  door  of  the  apartment  was  thrown  <^n,  and 
Mr  Clement  Dossiter,  without  appearing  to  no- 
tice Percy,  whose  back  was  to  the  light,  and 
which  had  been  neariy  excluded  by  the  half  doft- 
ed  shutters  and  curtains,  announced  that  ^^  all  was 
over^ — and  unless  it  might  be  attributed  to  good 
acting — ^he  appeared  to  our  young  firiend  to  be 
considerably  agitated  and  affected  by  the  erait, 
which  he  almost  shuddered  as  he  communicated. 

Lord  Harweden  received  the  inteUigence  of  the 
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pseado  Lord  Brandon^s  death  as  might  be  snp- 
posed,  in  a  case  where  so  many  conflicting  feel- 
ings ware  struggling  within  his  breast,  that  none 
could  be  said  to  have  the  mastery  or  ascendancy 
over  another.  He  threw  himself  huk  in  his  chair, 
and  for  a  £^w  moments  dosed  his  eyes,  as  if  in  the 
act  of  deep  meditation,  or  prayer. — In  the  mean 
time,  Dossiter^  whose  eyes  were  never  closed, 
caught  the  form  of  Percy  in  the  shade,  and  start- 
ing,  as  if  he  had  seen  the  spirit,  which  had 
just  takai  its  departure  from  within  those  walls, 
could  not  repress  the  gaculation  of 

"  Mr  Percy  Mallory  here  !" 

^^  Is  Mr  Dossiter^s  licence  necessary  for  my  ad- 
mission r*  demanded  Percy,  who  rose  indignantly 
— nay,  as  if  half  inclined  to  resait  the  insult  of  an 
address  from  a  man,  of  whose  character  he  could 
no  loiter  entertain  a  doubt 

"  Enough — enough,  Mr  Percy— know  it  alL'' 

"  Know  what.  Sir  .^— speak  out,  for  I  have  no 
concealiqents.'" 

"  So  much  the  worse— hbo  much  the  worses- 
young  men  should  be  cautious.'*^ 

"  And  old  ones  honest— Mister  Dossiter  r 
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<<  Eaotigh — ^kiiow  what  yoa  would  say — his 
Lordship  has  been  talking      ■  "^ 

^<  Peace,^  cried  Lord  Harweden,  starting  from 
his  reverie ;  **  your  reign  is  over,  Sir— your 
trammels  are  broken — and  I  may  hold  you  up  to 
the  world,  as  what,  to  my  cost,  I  know  yoa  to 
be "^ 

<<  Your  Lordship  will  do  wdl — but  there  is 
another  portrait  to  be  introduced  on  the  canvas  f* 

^^  Who  must  acknowledge  he  is  a  villain  too.^ 

^^  Enough,  enough — ^know  exactly — awkward 
— awkward,  my  Lord — and,  perhaps,  a  litde  re- 
collection may  bring  your  Lordship  badc.^ 

"  To  thy  toils,  man  ! — ^never  flatter  yourself— 
I  shall  throw  off  the  burthen  which  has  weighed 
me  down  to  the  grave,  and  seek,  in  repentance, 
some  expiation  for  a  single  crime— but  you,  who 
know  not  what  conscience  is,  even  by  sympathy, 
will  have  the  taunts  and  indignation  of  an  injur- 
ed  world,  to  inflict  the  only  punishment  you 
dread— the  exposure  of  your  rank  hypocrisy." 

^^  Your  Lordship  is  unreserved— unusually  free 
in  your  animadversions.'*^ 
10 
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^  Because  I  am  free  firom  the  tyranny  which  has 
80  long  enthraUed  me.*" 

<'  And  like  those,  who  too  suddenly  break  their 
bonds,  run  into  the  opposite  error.^ 

^^  A  moral  reflection  comes  with  a  good  grace 
firom  Mr  Clement  Dossiter  !^  exclaimed  Percy, 
with  a  mixture  of  contempt  and  indignation,  at 
the  cool,  collected,  and  insolent  air,  with  which  the 
lawyer  met  his  exposure  before  a  third  person. 

^^  The  Devil  can  quote  Scripture,^  said  Lord 
Harweden,  addressing  himself  to  Percy. 

^  I  m^  quote  something  better — at  least  more 
to  the  purpose — unless  your  Lordship^s  memory 
has  already  suggested  it,^  retorted  Dossiter. 

'^  Villain  !— dare  but  to  breathe  a  thought  upon 
the  subject^ — and  Lord  Harweden  seemed  to  have 
an  eye  to  the  collar  of  the  lawyer,  as  he  rose  and 
put  forth  his  hand. 

"  Enough— -enot]^,  my  Lord — ^your  Lord- 
ship knows  I  am  not  easily  intimidated.'*' 

"  Would  that  his  Lordship  would  commission 
me  r  exclaimed  Percy,  unable  to  keep  down  his 
boiling  indignation. 
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<<  £aoi^***.eiioii^>Mr  Percy— fck  ItfddMp 
wants  no         -^ 

"  No  what^  Sirrah?^ 

"  Second— Mr  Percy  Mallory,"  thai  tuiBng 
to  his  Loxdship,  wi  A  a  steady  but  ghasdy  nmie, 
for  the  onty  extraordinary  change  on  this  extract- 
dinaiy  occasion,  in  the  appearance  €£  Mr  Dossiter^ 
was  in  the  white  and  livid  hi^e  of  his  complexioii 
— ^he  added,  im  a  low  tone  of  voice 

^  There  ate  certain  parts  of  a  compact ^ 

*^  Everythii^  is  void  between  us — md  yon 
will,  by  to-morrow  morning,  be  prepared  to  sur- 
render an  accQimt  of  my  affairs  into  the  hands  of 
one  who  must  be  satined  of         ^ 

<<  Enough,,  my  Lord  Harweden — there  is  one 
particular,  v^iich  can  only  be  oettled  between  ^ 
principals.^ 

^^  Do  you  dare,  pettifogger  as  you  are,*"  cried 
Percy,  "  to  call  upon  his  Lordship  to  ^ 

"Notin  a  case,I  repeat,  where  a  second,  Mr  Percy 
Mallory,  will  be  at  all  acceptaUe  to  his  Lordship.'" 

^*  Speak  out,  villain  P  exclaimed  the  now  too 
highly  irritated  Peer,  "  nor  dare  insinuate ^ 
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^  Nodung,  my  good  iKNrd,  Urn  I  wiM  boi  prove 
-under  Uack  aad  wUte.^ 

<«  Thinkest  thou,  weak  man,''  ret<Nrted  his  L<»d^ 
ship,  <<  thinkest  thou,  that  I  r^ard  the  forfeit 
me— that  a  few  thoufands  shall  be  put  in  com- 
petition with         "^ 

^^  With  nothing,  my  Lord !  I  have  been  a£uth* 
fill  agent  to  your  Lordship,  and  have  done  my 
best  to  save  you  firom  such  an  incouveniaiee.'' 

**  You  have  not  dared         *" 

^^  Indeed  I  have,  my  Lord — and  in  my  time 
I  have  dared  much  more  for  your  Lordship— I 
need  nol,  therefore,  trouble  you  with         ^ 

**  Stop,  Sir — and  inform  me         ^ 

^*  My  agaicy  is  at  an  end,  my  Lord— goad 
•ftemocm,  Mr  Percy  Mallory — ^my  Lord,  I  am 
yours  in  all — ^but  to  command  ^  and,  as  he  had  ! 
aidled  towards  the  d6or,  was,  in  an  instant,  on  the 
other  side  of  it 

"  Shall  I  stop  him,  my  Lord  T  cried  Percy 
hastily  advancing. 

^'  No,  no— 4t  is  a  relief,  at  all  events,  to  shut 
out  the  object — I  must  act,  and  you,  perhaps,  may, 
if  I  judge  your  character  aright,  be  disposed  to 
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befriend  a  deserted  old  man,  who  has  not  a  finend  on 
earth,  whose  services  he  can  command — and  who 
never  needed  an  active  one  more  than  in  the  pre- 
sent crisis  !" 

"  It  is  not  for  me,  my  Lord,  to  make  profes- 
sions of  friendship,  upon  so  short  an  acquaintance 
as ^" 

"  No,  Mr  Percy  Mallory,*"  said  his  Lordship, 
interrupting  him,  ^^  so  far  from  possessing  any 
claim  upon  your  regard — ^the  nearer  you  approach 
me  with  your  good  will,  the  more  violent  will  you 
recoil,  when  you  come  to  know  me  as  I  am — but 
I  feel  my  strength  failing  me — I  have  a  depres- 
sion— a  sinking  at  my  heart — I  must  lose  no  time 
in  throwing  myself  upon  your  humanity — ^nothing 
shall  be  concealed  from  you,  but  you  must  spare 
me  the  degradation  of "^ 

**  Spare  yourself,  my  Lord — ^you  look  ill — give 
me  your  instructions — I  require — I  am  entitled 
to  no  confessions — ^you  are  evidently  the  victim  of 
this  villain'^s  machinations,  and  I  cannot  err  in 
offering  my  unconditional  services  in  such  a  mo- 
ment."' 

"  You  will  unman  me.  Sir,  if  I  listen  to  sen- 
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timents,  idiich  have,  for  so  many  years,  been  alien 
to  my  habits  and  associations-— but,  I  am  very, 
very  iU,  Mr  MaUory."" 

"  ShaU  I  send  for "" 

*^  No,  no — ^the  task  must  be  performed.  In 
that  red  box,  of  which  this  is  the  key,  you  will 
find  such  documents  as  are  necessary  to  spare  me 
all  personal  ei^lanation.  These  you  can  peruse 
at  your  leisure — ^but.  Sir — Mr  Mallory — the  im- 
mediate, the  pressing  occasion  for  your  assistance, 
which  I  scarcely  know  how  to  ^ 

'^  Name  it — ^name  it,  my  Lord.  I  bind  my- 
self to  your  service,  if  I  may  judge  of  the  mo- 
mentous consequences,  of  being  in  the  power  of 
such  practised  villains  as  the  Dossiters.*" 

^<  Save— save,  then,  my  daughter,  from  the  in- 
trigues of  this  man,  and  his  yet  more  artftd  son.^ 

**  Your  daughter,  my  Lord  ! — Where  is  she  .^ 
demanded  Percy,  rising  from  his  seat,  and  seizing 
his  hat 

*^  It  may  appear  strange  to  you,  my  good 
young  firiend,""  said  his  Lordship,  gently  arresting 
faim,  ^^  that  I  should  be  unable,  directly,  to  an- 
swer your  question-*but  I  think  I  may  furnish 
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you  with  a  dew  suffictent  to  guide  you  iu  jmx 
pursuit  In  a  few  wotds,  my  poor  pA  has  been 
unhappy.  Habits  of  seclusion,  and  a  Kfe  of  r^r 
tirement  firom  all  active  pursuits  or  pleasures,  ren- 
dered a  mind,  not  naturaUy  strong,  visionary,  and 
romantic  in  its  attachments,  and  the  loes  of  « 
fiiend,  in  whom  all  her  afiections  appeared  to  be 
centered,  produced  such  an  efiect  iqpon  it,  Alt 
her  reason  became  afl^cted — and  she  ia— but  there 
is  torture  in  the  retrospect.'*^ 

^'  Spare  yourself,  my  Lcnrd— only  point  die 
road,  and  in  such  a  cause,  my  life  — '^ 

^<  I  trust  diere  is  no  such  hasard — ^but  my  poor 
child  is  under  restraint — and  has,  for  nearly  twa 
years,  been  the  inmate  of  an  establishmrat  undff 
the  superintendence  of  a  Dr  Beekerdyke,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Stamford,  in  Northampton*- 
shire."" 

^^  Surely,  my  Lord,  all  that  is  neoestaiy  6r 
me,  is  an  order  from  your  Lordship  ?*" 

«<  No— no-*-distract  me  not — in  an  evil  hour  I 
consented — ^yes— but  I  shall  appear  a  gicater  vit 
lain  than  I  am,  by  partial  communication  or  con* 
fession.     I  am  sick  at  heart    in  a  wprd,  my  con^ 
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MDt  «6  unite  her  in  maniage  with  young  Dosd- 
«er  w«6  wrung  from  me— you  wiU  find  all  in  tbe 
piQ^ers-^it  was  oidy  a  conditioauil  pledge*— Imt 
stiil  tliey  possess  the  instmment  upcm  whidi  the 
deaA  of  my  — —  of  the  supposed  Lord  Brandon, 
has  statai^  a  Talue  sufficient  to  expedite  all  their 
MeMires'^-and  this  it  was,  that  the  villain,  even 
BOW,  obviously  pointed  at  Oh !  Mr  MaUory, 
see  what  it  is  to  deviate— •see  into  what  an  abjrss 
Mie  Abe  step  in  life  onki  a  man  ! — Think  what  a 
6(Md  like  mine,  oonsdoia  of  all  that  is  due  to  the 
Timk  and  dignity  of  a  fiunily,  no  less  distinguiih- 
^  ftr  its  antiquity,  than  die  patriotism  and  va>. 
UxBt  which  have  illustrated  its  descent— proud, 
%iM^hty,  and  aipunng,  too,  in  Uie  first  career  of 
ttttihood— 4Unk— fliink  what  must  have  been 
my  Agony,  my  suflferii^,  my  degradation,  goad- 
^  by  the  constant  admission,  that  my  character 
was  in  the  hands,  and  at  the  caprice,  of  a  sordid 
wretch,  who  had  not  even  the  delicacy  to  leave 
my  conscience  to  work  in  secret,  but  made,  at 
every  successive  step,  the  sacrifice  of  my  peace 
imd  fortune,  the  stipulated  price  of  his  forbear- 
a&ce*  VilbunWhowhashe*^-^''  A  convulsive 
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spasm  affected  every  muscle  of  Lord  Harweden^s 
&ce5  and  checked  his  words.  He  caught  at  Per- 
cy^s  arm,  but  it  lost  its  power  before  it  could 
readi  its  object,  and  he  would  have  fallen  forward, 
had  not  Percy  caught  him  up,  and  raised  him  on 
his  seat.-»Tearmg  off  his  stodc,  he  rang  the  bdl 
with  violence,  and  whilst  his  Lordship^s  own  man 
aided  him  in  loosing  his  dress,  he  despatched 
another  servant  for  medical  aid. 

His  Lordship  spoke  not — amoved  not — but  he 
breathed,  and  it  was  deemed  prudent  to  convey 
him  to  his  chamber  before  the  arrival  of  the  phy- 
sician, whose  carriage  fortunately  being  found  in 
an  adjoining  street,  was,  in  as  short  a  time  as 
possible,  at  the  side  of  his  patient.  He  pronoon- 
ced  the  attach  to  be  paralytic,  and  the  fiimily  sur- 
geon arriving  a  few  minutes  after  him,  the  usual 
methods  and  remedies  were  employed,  to  restore 
the  functions  of  life.  For  some  time,  the  medi- 
cal men  professed  to  entertain  very  fiiint  hopes  of 
recovery — but,  gradually,  more  favourable  symp- 
toms [nresented  themselves,  and  after  a  night  pass- 
ed in  unremitting  watchftdness  and  care  by  Per- 
cy, the  eyes  of  the  patient  evinced  a  partial  con- 
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sciougness  of  his  situation,  and  turning  slowly 
upon  the  various  objects  around  him,  were  at 
length  fixed,  and  with  an  increased  expression  of 
anxiety,  upon  our  young  Mend,  who,  in  spite  of 
his  wish  and  readiness  to  fiilfil  the  wishes  of 
Lord  Harweden,  could  not  prevail  upon  himself 
to  leave  him  entirely  to  the  care  of  mercenary  de- 
pendants, until  his  fate,  which  seemed  to  hang  by 
a  thread,  should  be  decided. 

Some  cordiak  were  now  administered,  and  by 
ten  o^dock  in  the  morning,  his  Lordship  had  so 
fiff  recovered  the  use  of  his  speech,  as  to  be  able 
to  return  answers  to  the  questions  put  to  him  by 
the  surgeon  who  was  left  in  attendance  upon  him, 
and  even  to  express  his  wishes,  the  first  and  fore- 
most of  which  was  addressed  to  Percy,  who,  in 
consequence  of  them,  pledged  himself  to  set  for- 
ward immediately  upon  his  expedition,  his  Lord- 
ship giving  orders,  at  the  same  time,  to  his  own 
man,  to  have  his  travelling-carriage  prepared  for 
the  purpose.  Percy  despatched  a  servant  to  his 
chambers  for  tiie  few  necessaries  which  might  be 
required  for  his  journey,  being  resolved  to  remain 
with  his  patient,  as  long  as  he  possibly  qould  do 
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80,  consistendy  with  tiie  more  active  meMues 
necessary  for  his  peace  of  mind. 

Bef<m  Percy  1^  the  house,  he  took  the  medi- 
cal man  aside,  and  requested  his  sincere  and  can- 
did opinion  reqpecling  his  Lovdship^s  situatioD, 
which  was  answered  by  an  ominous  shake  of  the 
head,  and  the  more  clearly  expressed  qqpveiieD. 
sion,  that  a  second  fit  would  be  fetal.  The  ftct 
appeared  to  be,  that  his  Ixnrdship  had  not 
strength  sufficient  to  encounter  another  attack, 
should  it  take  ]^ace.  At  the  sametime,  it  was  a 
favourable  symptom,  that  the  disease  had  yielded 
to  Ae  remedies  resorted  to— «Bd  that  thoe  was 
nothing  at  present  to  warrant  the  af^yrebension  of 
any  immediate  recurrence  of  a  rimilar  seisore. 

^  What  has  this  villain  to  answer  for  ?^  almost 
exclaimed  Percy,  as  he  turned  from  the  smgeoo, 
to  attend  the  sunmums  ci  the  servant,  who  an- 
nounced the  carriage  to  be  at  the  door,  into  which, 
just  as  he  was  about  to  dip,  a  note  was  put  into 
his  hand  by  the  servant  who  had  been  sent  to  the 
Temple  for  his  things.  Not  concdvii^  it  to  be 
of  any  consequence,  he  threw  it  into  the  carrii^. 
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and  chrtkig  ifter  it,  ordered  the  boys  to  drive 

4IIL 

As  H  would  not  occarioii  any  great  deviation 
finom  the  high  road,  he  detenniiied  to  edl  in 
Chancery  l4ttie,  in  hia  way  out  of  town,  in  order, 
if  possible,  to  asoerUin  the  real  position  of  die 
c^ipofiite  party.  He  had  the  piecaution  to  leave 
the  carriage  in  HdbcMm,  and  to  proceed  on  £bot 
to  Mr  Dossiterls.  The  only  answer  returned  to 
his  inquixws  by  die  servant  was,  that  neither  liie 
&dier  nor  the  ton  were  at  home— but  having  as- 
certained that  Kencow  was  in  the^ce^  be  learn- 
ed ftom  him,  diat  the  fonner  had  left  the  house 
ettdy  in  the  mommg,  having  been  employed  hidf 
the  night  alone  in  tl^  <^ce — ^but  diat  the  young 
man  had  been  absmt  from  town  nearly  a  weel&«- 
that  is,  ever  since  the  imfavouraUe  report  of  the 
l^adans  respecting  the  situation  of  Lord  Bran- 
don. Blencow  looked  wise,  and  intimated,  that 
his  absence  had  been  occasioned  by  die  dread  of 
being  involved  with  Jarvis  and  Driblet,  who  were 
in  close  confinement,  and  who  had  it  in  their 
power  to  implicate  him  in  all  their  misdeeds. 
Percy  accounted  fi»  his  absence  in  a  difierrat 
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iray,  and  almost  despaired  of  success  in  any  at- 
tempt to  counteract  measures,  in  which  his  op- 
ponent had  possessed  the  incalculable  advantage 
of  a  week^s  start  of  him. 

Blencow  was  earnest  in  his  entreaties  to  be 
permitted  to  accompany  Percy,  who  merely  stat- 
ed, that  he  was  leaving  town  upon  business ;  but 
this  was  negatived  on  every  account  Percy 
could  not  yet  sufficiently  rely  upon  his  steadi- 
ness to  admit  him  to  his  confidence— and  his 
presence  in  London  was  necessary,  not  cmly  to 
watdi  over  the  motions  of  his  anployers,  but  as 
an  evidence  upon  the  trial,  now  rendered  inevit- 
able by  die  death  of  the  supposed  Lord  Brandon. 

Percy  proved  to  be  as  little  versed  in  the  arts 
of  intrigue  as  Blencow  himself,  when  he  calcu- 
lated upon  the  success  of  leaving  a  q>y  unmolest- 
ed in  the  enemy^s  quarters— fi>r  before  the  former 
could  have  reached  the  end  of  his  first  stage,  the 
hitter  received  a  written  order  firom  the  ddor 
Dosfiiter,  to  provide  himself  with  other  quarters 
before  night  The  lawyer  had,  no  doubt,  been 
informed  of  the  interview  between  the  two  finends 
— and  as  open  war  had  now  been  declared  be- 
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tweexk  the  principals,  he  was  not  the  sort  of 
man  to  affortl  any  unnecessary  advantages  to  those 
against  whom  he  was  about  to  enter  die  lists 
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CHAPTER  III. 

Pbbct  pursued  his  joumey  with  ardour,  and 
made  such  inquiries  at  every  inn  at  which  he 
changed  horses^  as  he  conceived  likely  to  didt 
information  respecting  young  Dossiter.  He  lock- 
ed into  every  carriage  he  met  on  the  road, — and 
cross^xamined  every  post4x>y,  as  to  whom  he 
had  driven  every  day  for  the  last  week  past — 
but  although  there  is  not  much  distincti<m  in 
dress,  to  aid  in  identifying  this  or  that  particular 
young  gentleman  in  the  present  age— he  never 
could  obtain  a  whole  length  portrait  that  tallied 
altogether  wiA  his  several  details.  He  got  scent 
of  no  less  than  three  drab  great-coats,  which  he 
knew  to  be  young  Dossiter^s  travelling  or  driving 
costume— but  they  were  all  too  &t  or  too  tall  in 
their  minuter  specification.     He  received  reports 
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<tf  twdre  or  fourteen  Uue  ooAt«>  and  dmb  trow, 
sers,  but  bere  the  cbaps  was  impenetraUe-«-«nd 
altbott^  only  two  sky-Uue  silk  bandkerchieft 
stood  in  fiur  relief  out  cf  tbe  mass  of  Uack  ^ 
mi/Uatre— tbe  one  turned  out^  tobe  a  Lincobsbircr 
droTer,  and  the  other  an  alderman^s  sick  darling 
and  only  bqpe,  wrapped  up  in  his  lady  motber^a 
Barcelona,  to  save  him  from  the  draughts  and 
Uigbts  incident  to  travelling. 

During  a  flat  and  heavy  stage-— where  he 
could  see  considerably  in  advance— be  determined 
to  examine  the  cont^ts  of  Lord  Harweden> 
coufidential  box— -and  having  secured  the  key» 
which  Mr  Bramah^s  ingeniuty  bad  raidered  com* 
pendiously  small,  to  his  watch  chain,  he  examiiw 
ed  the  pockets  of  the  carriage  and  the  sword  case 
for  the  important  casket. — It  was  not  to  be  found 
— 4ie  bad  brought  it  down  from  Lord  Harweden^s 
room— be  had  only  ddivered  it  into  the  hands 
of  bis  Loiddiip^s  gentteman^  to  place  in  the  caru 
riage,  whilst  he  stopped  to  speak  to  tbe  suigeon* 
He  searched  every  comer  of  tbe  carrii^je— jn  ram 
It  must  have  been  left  behind. — ^No  matter.     He 

needed  no  stimulus  to  his  present  exerticm,  and 

u 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


78  PERCY  MALLOBY. 

from  what  his  Lordship  had  more  than  intimated 
respecting  his  own  private  history,  it  wa»  proba- 
ble that  his  zeal  in  the  cause  might  be  extenuat- 
ed rather  than  devated  by  a  full  disdoaure  of 
his  Lordship^s  history. 

in  the  progress  of  his  search— if  he  fidled  to 
discover  what  he  was  looking  for,  he  found  that 
fbr  which  he  had  forgotten  to  look — namely,  the 
note  which  had  been  put  into  his  hands,  as  be 
entered  the  carriage,  and  which  had,  in  the  rapid 
motion  of  the  vehicle,  insinuated  itself  between 
the  cushions  and  the  seat.  He  opened  it,  and 
found  it  be  from  Lady  Sarah  Henessey— infinrm- 
ing  him — *^  That  she  had  returned  to  town,  and 
was  anxious  to  do  justice  to  one  for  whom  she  en- 
tertiuned  so  partial  an  opinion,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  to  exonerate  herself  from  thecharge  of  wanton 
or  intentional  neglect  towards  him.  She  had  a 
most  extraordinary  revelation  ^to  make,  whidi  she 
again  entreated  he  would  enable  her  to  do  in  per- 
son, with  as  little  deby  as  possible.^  What  was 
to  be  done  ? — To  retrace  his  steps  was  out  of  die 
question.  Her  Ladyship  in  her  turn  would  have 
to  charge  him  with  neglect  or  inatt^ition— -be 
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could  explain  this  on  his  return.  A  change  of 
horses  diverted  the  current  of  his  thoughts — and 
a  rapid  succession  of  carriages  more  fiilly  engaged 
his  attention. 

He  did  not  reach  Stamford  until  the  shades  of 
night  had  involved  the  surrounding  objects  in 
darkness— -and  hurrjnng  after  the  landlord  up 
stairs  to  the  best  room — as  the  lights  had  discover- 
ed to  mine  host^s  experienced  eye  the  coronet  up- 
bn  the  carriage — ^he  began  to  challenge  his  infer- 
mation^  and  to  examine  him  categorically,  upon 
all  the  events  and  passages  of  the  history  of  his 
house  for  the  last  seven  days.  The  landlord, 
who  calculated  upon  the  consequence  and  import- 
ance of  his  guest,  expressed  his  readiness  to  an- 
swer all  questions  put  to  him,  by  one  who  appear- 
ed more  disposed  to  talk  than  to  wait  for  replies, 
— ^bowed  with  all  submission,  and  only  requested 
permission  to  wait  upon  some  parting  guests  who 
were  just  stepping  into  the  London  mail,  pledging 
himself  to  an  immediate  return.  Percy  was  too 
reasonable  to  refiise  the  request,  but  too  impa- 
tient to  brook  it  without  a  little  derangement  of 
his  philosophy — and  walking  up  and  down  the 
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ipoom  in  that  feverish  state  m  which  a  man  awsiis 
infonnation  which  he  has  traveled  ninety  miles  to 
obtain — ^was  arrested^  just  as  he  reached  a  window 
which  looked  upon  the  street,  by  the  shrill  honi 
of  the  guard^s  last  summons^  His  eyes  fell  upon 
the  door  of  the  mail-coach,  which  stood  open  im- 
mediAtely  beneath  them— -and  were  distendiMl  fiir 
a  moment,  when,  by  the  light  of  a  lanthom  hdd 
up  by  the  waiter,  he  perceived  a  drab  great-coal 
dart  into  the  vehicle,  so  perfectly  correspondent 
with  his  noticm  of  young  Dossiter^s  costume, 
that  with  the  same  velocity  he  aideavoured  to 
throw  up  the  window — but  the  do(ff  of  the  0Midi 
was  shut  with  a  loud  leportr^^^  All  ready,""  and 
the  smack  of  the  coachman^s  whip  whirled  o£P  the 
carriage  before  he  could  achieve  his  olgect,  or 
carry  into  effisct  the  supplementary  one  of  running 
down  stairs  and  stopping  it  Had  he  taken  time 
to  c(msult  the  best  means  of  efiectbg  his  purpose, 
he  might  have  engaged  auxiliaries  in  the  giqping 
attendants,  who  had  be^i  amusing  themselves, 
as  was  their  wont  throughout  every  evening  of 
the  year— -in  seeing  the  "  coach  off,"* — but  trust- 
ing to  his  single  arm,  his  heels  and  vmee,  he 
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flew  paat  them,  and  shouting  as  the  receding 
wheels  continued  to  distance  him*— he  found  him- 
self almost  at  the  extremity  of  the  town,  without 
his  hat,  and,  what  was  more  sensibly  felt  at  the 
moment,  without  being  able  eren  to  hear  the  roll 
of  the  carriage  wheels,  and  only  in  an  interval 
when  he  had  paused,  in  '^  con&unding  his  own 
foUy^  for  not  having  watched  the  mail  as  he  had 
done  almost  every  other  carriage  on  the  road — a 
few  indistinct  blasts  of  the  distant  horn  served  to 
shew  the  distance  it  had  gained  upon  him. 

He  returned — looking,  as  he  afterwards  ac- 
knowledged, very  sheepishly— -to  his  inn— where 
grooms,  ostlers,  and  those  customary  loungers  at 
inn  docnrs,  whom  we  have  already  noticed,  were 
patiently  waiting  the  return  of  the  crazy  gentie- 
man — ^whom,  in  their  sagacity,  they  whispered, 
had  broken  loose  from  his  keepers  at  Wilsden  or 
Wateibury !  But  the  coronet  on  the  pannels 
warned  the  landlord  to  silence  these  impertinent 
remarks— and,  considering  a  mad  Lord  by  fiur  a 
better  article  than  a  sober  gentieman,he  stood  fore- 
most of  the  groupe,  with  his  Lordship^s  hat  in  his 
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handy  whidi  he  had  oflSdously  provided  againsl 
hisretum. 

^^  Is  there  anything  we  can  do  for  you,  my 
Lord?^  was  the  first  question. 

^<  Yes— order  four  horses  to  my  oairiageJ^ 

"  Where  to,  my  Lord  T 

^<  Psha ! — back  towards  London.^ 

The  man  stared. 

^^  Fray,  Sir— do  you  know  one  Doctor  Becker* 
dyke  P^  was  his  next  rapid  question. 

'^  Sir  r  exdaimed  the  hindlord,  who,  with  a 
candle  in  his  hand,  was  preceding  him  up  the 
stairs — ^but  who  actually  turned  round  to  fiu»  him, 
with  eyes  seeming  ready  to  start  out  of  their  sod^- 
ets. 

^^  Do  you  know  a  Doctor  Beekerdyke  in  this 
ndghbourhood — ^is  there  anything  extramdinary 
in  the  question  ?^ 

^^  Oh !  dear,  no— no— my  Lord^ — and  he  be- 
gan to  ascend  the  stairs  more  rapidly,  casting  his 
eyes  still  behind  him. 

At  length  having  reached  the  room,  and  placed 
candles  on  the  table,  the  landlord  retreated,  and 
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took  his  station  by  the  door,  as  if  he  felt  it  neces- 
sary to  secure  the  means  of  sudden  retreat. 

"  Why  do  you  not  answer  my  question,  Sir  P'' 
demanded  Percy — ^who,  out  of  breath,  and  some- 
what out  of  temper  at  the  apparent  disinclination 
of  the  man  to  answer  his  question-—'^  Do  you— > 
or  do  you  not,  know  a  Doctor  Beekerdyke,  resid- 
ing somewhere  in  this  neighbourhood  f^ 

**  Yes  'ye-s — ^my  Lord."" 

^*  Why  this  nonsense  about  my  Lord  ? — I  am 
no  Lord,  I  repeat  to  you— speak.^ 

"  I  will,  my — my  Lord.** 

*^  Again ! — ^the  man^s  mad,  I  beUeve.'^ 

**  Oh  f  no— my  Lord— don't— don't  talk  of  it 
— Pm  sure  Doctor  Beekerdyke  is  a  very,  very 
good  sort  of  man.'' 

"  Is  he  at  home— is  he  likely  — — " 

"  Oh !  no,  my  Lord "" 

«  Will  you  have  done  with  this  mummery  ?— I 
tell  you  I  am  no  Lord." 

"  No— no ! — I  know  it,  my — I  know  you  are 
just  what  your  Lordship  pleases.  He  shall  never 
know  a  word  of  it  from  me— there's  no  chance  of 
his  being  here  to-night." 
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^^  Of  whom  are  you  speaking,  man  ?^ 

'<  Of  nobody,  my I  mean  nobody  that 

shall  come  near  you,  whilst  I  have  a  pair  of  hands, 
and  a  house  over  my  head,  to  protect  you  !^ 

Percy  threw  himself  in  despair  into  an  aim- 
chair,  and  rang  the  bell. 

^'  Here  I  am,  your — ^my — ^  cried  the  landlord, 
as  answering  the  bell,  but  with  his  body  half  out 
of  the  door. 

Percy  rang  again  without  attending  to  him,  for 
in  his  own  mind  he  was  perfectly  satisfied  the  man 
was  insane,  and  that,  in  point  of  &ct,  he  very  pro- 
bably was  not  even  the  master  of  the  house.  The 
landlord,  who  was  as  Ailly  persuaded  that  his 
guest  was  some  patient  who  had  escaped  from  the 
care  of  this  very  Dr  Beekerdyke,  with  whose 
name  and  peculiar  professional  practice  he  was 
well  acquainted — was  turning  in  his  mind  the 
most  effectual  mode  of  securing  himself  against 
any  mischief  which  might  threaten  his  person  or 
establishment. 

At  length  a  waiter  appeared,  and  the  landlord, 
having  taken  his  resolution  as  to  future  operaticms, 
effected  his  retreat,  but  not  before  he  had  whisper- 
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ed  his  convictioii  and  detenninatioii,  and  warned 
the  waiter  as  to  his  mode  of  treating  their  guest. 

Percy  inquired  of  this  man,  whether  there  were 
any  female  passengers  in  the  mail  which  had  just 
left  the  house,  and  being  answered  positively  in 
the  n^^tive— he  reflected,  that  although  the  man, 
of  whose  perscm  he  had  caught  a  glimpse  upon 
entering  the  mail,  might  be,  and  probably  was. 
Clarendon  Dossiter— -he  himself  might  still  have 
to  travel  half  the  night  without  being  able  to  over- 
take him,  and  that,  as  he  was  evidently  unaccom- 
panied by  the  EarFs  dai^hter,  it  would  be  wiser 
to  avail  himself  of  his  absence  to  omdnue  his 
search  after  her  on  the  spot  Turning  to  the 
waiter,  therefore,  he  very  gravely  asked  him— 
whether  <<  diat  mad  man  was  really  the  master  of 
the  house  ?^ 

**  Yes— Sir^— was  the  mim^s  tremulous  reply. 

^^  Is  he  married  ?^  demanded  he,  with  greater 
interest. 

"  Ye— yes.  Sit.'' 

*•  He  should  be  taken  care  of 

«  Yes— Sir.** 
•  ^'  You  have  houses^-that  is,  rece    acles— and 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


PERCY  MALLORY. 


good  advice  for  disoiders  of  this  nature  in  the 
neighbourhood,  I  believe.'' 

"Sir?'' 

"  You  have — ^what  are  called  mad-houses — 
places  of  ponfinement." 

<<  Oh !  I  assure  you,  Sir — ^upon  my  honor  and 
conscience,  we  have  no  concerns  or  dealing  with 
them,  if  you'll  believe  me." 

"  I  see  no  reason  to  discredit  you— withcmt 
such  strong  asseverations,  my  good  friend,"  ob- 
served Percy. 

«  Thank  your  Honor." 

"  Thank  me  !— For  what  ?" 

**  For  calling  me  your  Honor's  good  friend— 
I'm  sure  Fm  ready  to  be  so." 

"  Why,  you  seem  to  be  as  craay  as  your  mas- 
ter— ^Where's  your  mistress  ?" 

"  Oh  !  Lud,  Sir — she's  so  nervous,  she  daren't 
trust  herself  with— with "^ 

"  Nervous  ! — a  precious  fiunily  Fve  got  into !" 
muttered  Percy  to  himself,  as  he  stirred  the  fire. 

"  Here,  Sirrah"— after  a  pause,  he  said— "do 
you  know  Doctor  Beekerdyke  ?" 

<<  No— upon  my  honor  —  upon  my  soul.  Sir." 
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^^  The  De^^B  in  the  people — ^what  is  the  mean- 
ing of  all  this  ?— who  do  you  take  me  for  ?— and 
what  is  all  this  cursed  mummery  ^ 

**  Me ! — Oh  !  Sir — I  take  you  for  nobody— 
indeed  I  don^t — ^Master— —^ 

**  Confound  your  master-rgo  -^— "  but  at  this 
moment  the  ostler  entered  the  room  to  inform 
Percy,  that  the  horses  were  ready,  and  the  car- 
riage at  the  door. 

**  Pray,  my  good  firiend,''  said  Percy  to  the 
new  comer,  and  looking  with  no  small  degree  of 
indignation  at  the  retreating  waiter—^'  you,  per- 
haps, will  have  no  objecdon  to  inform  me  whether 
you  know  Doctor  Beekerdyke  r* 

"  What !— the  mad  doctor  ?" 

^^  Silence,  you  foo\^  muttered  die  waiter  in  his 
ear. 

<<  What's  I  to  be  silent  for,  man  ? — a  cabbage's 
a  cabbage — ^why  mayn't  I  call  things  by  their 
right  names  T" 

"  Well  said,"  quoth  Percy  smiling.  "  You  are 
the  only  rational  being  in  the  house,  I  ihink. 
Pray — how  far  is  it  to  the  doctor's  residence  ?" 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


88  PERCY  IffALLORY. 

^^  They  call  it  six  miles — ^but,  for  m j  part,  I 
think  it  be  more  upon  dght.^ 

^^That  isy^said  Percy  still  smiling,  ^  you  chaige 
eight.'' 

<<  That's  master'^s  business,  your  Honor.^ 

"Good  road?" 

"  Much  of  a  muchness  for  that — the  greater 
part's  sloughy— and  over  the  common  the  cart 
track's  up  to  the  horses'  beUies." 

'<  Is  the  night  dark  ?" 

«  As  pitch." 

"  Then  you  may  put  up  the  horses  till  morn- 
ing." 

«  Anan !" 

"  You  may  take  off  the  horses." 
.  a  Why — the  ticket's  made  out  for  Stilton — ^not 
for  Waterbury." 

^  What  have  I  to  do  with  Waterbury  ?" 

"  What's  sniggling  at,  mun  ?"  demanded  the 
man  turning  to  the  waiter.  "  Why,  your  Honor, 
I  canH  say — ^it's  no  business  of  mine,  and  hope 
t'wull  never  be— but— you  queried  so  much  about 
the  road,  and  then  changed  your  mind." 

"  Leave  the  room.  Sir— obey  my  orders— and 
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you.  Sirrah^ — tnming  to  the  waiter,  who  had  re- 
mained at  the  door— ^  order  me  a  bed — get 
me  some  dimier — and,  d^ye  hear,  bring  up  my 
things." 

Both  the  attendants,  after  exchanging  looks, 
left  the  room-— and  Percy,  whose  mind  was  too 
much  occupied  to  dwell  long  upon  passing  incu 
dents,  threw  himself  at  his  length  upon  a  sofa, 
and  began  to  meditate  upon  the  curious  situation 
in  which  he  was  placed  : — a  volunteer  in  the 
cause  of  a  man  of  whom  he  knew  little— 4md  that 
little  not  abounding  in  ^^  good  report" — and  a 
Quixote  in  search  of  adventures  for  a  girl  whose 
very  existence  was  unknown  to  him  four-and-twen- 
ty  hours  before.  But  both  were  sufferers,  and 
one  apparently  as  helpless  as  she  was  free  from 
the  errors  of  the  other — though  equally  destined 
to  be  the  victim  of  treachery  and  villainy.  If  he 
had  no  other  motives  than  those  proposed  by 
Christian  charity,  they  were  surely  suffident  to 
induce  him  to  persevere  when  thus  invested,  by  a 
strange  concurrence  of  drcumstances,  with  the  ex- 
dusive  power  of  rescuing  both  fiither  and  daugh- 
ter, perhaps,  from  utter  misery.     He  knew  not, 
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as  far  as  his  own  fiite  was  conoerned,  in  the^z- 
change  of  diildien,  whether  he  ought  to  feel  in- 
dignation or  gratitude  towards  Lord  Harwed&L 
Through  his  means,  however  unintentional,  he 
had  received  the  advantages  of  education  and  of 
good  principles,  which,  under  the  care  of  such  a 
woman  as  his  mother,  could  never  have  been  his. 
He  had,  to  be  sure,  experienced  a  reverse,  which 
blasted  the  hopes  he  had  been  taught  to  entertain 
— 4)ut  he  had  warm  and  sealous  friends,  who 
would  do  all  in  their  power  to  heal  the  wounds 
which  had  thus  been  inflicted.  Lord  Harweden 
meant  him  individually  no  harm^-«  strange  con- 
catenation of  evaits  had  led  to  the  frustration  of 
his  Lordship^s  projects— but  he  himself  alone  had 
oome  uninjured  out  of  the  chaos  which  had  been 
created  by  his  domestic  intrigues.  He  was  redu- 
ced, it  was  true,  to  his  original  nothingness — Imt 
lie  had  sustained  only  the  loss  of  that  to  which  he 
never  had  ajustdaim,  and  had  gained  that  which 
(Embraced  not  only  the  means  of  securing  all  that 
was  necessary  to  content  and  hi^piness  in  this 
life,  but  what  was  of  infinitely  greater  import- 
^nce — ^the  knowledge  and  practice  of  duties  whidi 
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would  secure  that  peace,  wUch  is  beyond  all  that 
treasure  or  title  can  bestow  !  He  had  arrived  at 
this  conclusion,  when  the  important  personage  in 
the  public  establishments  of  the  country,  ydeped 
'^  Boots,^  entered  the  room,  bearing  upon  his 
shoulders  a  ^^  Sac  de  nuit,^  and,  under  one  arm,  a 
dressing-case,  whilst,  in  doubtftd  suspension  by  a 
gilt  ring,  he  held,  at  the  fiill  length  of  his  other 
arm,  a  Morocco^leather  box,  such  as  are  well 
known  to  the  initiated,  as  the  official  depositories 
of  state  papers  or  despatches. 

'^  These  are  your  things,  your  Honor  r* 

^^  Yes,^  answered  Percy,  just  turning  his  eye 
towards  the  spot  where  the  man  stood  with  the 
carpet  bag  on  his  shoulders. 

<<  And  this  leather  box  too  T 

"  Yes— yes— hey — ^leather  box ! — ^Why,  yes— 
but  where  did  you  find  it  ?*" 

<^  It  laid  on  the  table  in  the  bar,  your  Honor, 
by  your  thing»— so  I  supposed  it  were  yours."" 

"  It  must  be — strange  too — set  it  down — say 
I  am  waitbg  for  dinner^ — and  the  man  departed, 
having  done  as  he  was  ordered. 

"  Where  the  deuce  could  the  box  have  been 
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hidden  in  the  carriage  ?""  was  all  that  Percy  said  or 
thought  upon  the  subject^  as  he  dismissed  it  fiom 
his  mind^  and  again  fell  into  his  former  train  of 
thought. 

He  was  shortly  after  again  interrupted  by  the 
entrance  of  the  landlady— a  neat,  respectaUe- 
looking  woman,  who  ventured  not,  howerer,  be- 
yond the  door.  She  curtsied — and,  as  if  in  anr 
swer  to  the  message  delivered  by  the  man  whom 
Percy  had  just  despatched,  b^ged  to  observe, 
that  ^^  his  Lordship  had  not  ordered  dinner.^ 

^<  The  blockhead  of  a  waiter-Hoiy  good  Madam, 
I  ordered  it  an  hour  ago — but         "^ 

<<  Don^t  be  angty,  my  Lord — ^he  thought  as 
you  didn'^t  order  any  thing  pardcttlar  it  might 
have  gone  out  of  your  head.'' 

^^  My  stomach,  then,^  said  Percy  smiling,  and 
turning  towards  the  lady,  ^^  would  have  had  some 
reason  to  quarrel  with  it.  Your  husband'^^and 
he  had  resumed  all  his  gravity-— <^  your  husband, 
I  fear "^ 

"  Oh  !  pray,  my  Lord— don't  have  any  spite 
against  him — I  assure  you  he  is  quite  harmless.'' 
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<^  Well,  well — ^if  you  are  aware  of  his  situation, 
it  is  no  business  of  mine.^ 

^^  He  shall  not  appear  again,  my  Loid.^ 

"  Then  there's  an  end  cm't" 

«  Thank  ye  kindly,  my  Lord.'' 

^^  Prithee,  my  good  lady,  do  not  dignify  me 
with  a  title  to  which  I  have  no  claim  whatever,^ 
said  he  smiling,  <<  except  as  the  illusion  of  your 
poor  husband's  imagination.'' 

**  Oh !  no,  my I  mean  —  that  is— I 

beg  pardon-^I  forgot  that  you  didn't  wish — I 
meant  nothing  wrong,  indeed.  Sir." 

^^  I'm  sure  you  did  not — ^you  don't  look  as  if 
you  me«it  wrong  to  any  one— but  can  you  not  suf- 
fer me  have  some  dinner  ?" 

^^  Anything— to  be  sure,  Sir^-anything^that 
is " 

^^  A  beef-steak  or  a  mutton-chop  will  do-* 
whatever  can  be  soonest  made  ready." 

^'  Why — Sir— we  have  beef  for  steaks  and  mut- 
ton for  chops — ^but  I  would  rather — ^if  you  don't 
olyect— -send  up  a  boiled  chicken." 

"  I  don't  particularly  like  boiled  chicken,"  ro- 
turned  he  laughing. 
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^*  Indeed,  Sir — it^s  the  best  thing  you  could 
have— the  doctor  always  says— I  b^  pardon.  Sir." 

^<  The  deuce  take  the  doctor — I  am  not  on  the 
doctor^s  list  at  present."" 

«  Oh  !  no— I  know  that— I  know  that.  Sir— I 
didnH  mean  to  say  as  you  was,  I  am  sure.  Sir — 
only—" 

<^  Nay,  then — send  me  up  anything  you  like — 
I^  no  epicure — but,  I  confess,  I  am  Toraciously 
hungry." 

"Aye,  Sir— that's— —but  you  shall  have 
something  nice  immediately,"  and  the  good  woman 
retired— or  rather  retreated,  keeping  an  eye  fixed 
upon  every  movement  of  her  supposed  patient, 
until  she  had  closed  the  door  between  them. 

Before  Percy  had  brought  Glendara  Lodge  and 
Loo  Bellenden  in  vivid  array  before  his  mind's 
eye,  and  was  about  to  enjoy  the  vision  for^  which 
his  imagination  had  supplied  ample  materials,  the 
landlady  re-entered,  flanked  and  supported  by  two 
waiters,  who  placed  several  dishes  on  the  tabl&— 
and  awakened  him  to  the  reality  of  something 
more  sensual. 

He  seated  himself-— and  ordering  the  covers  to 
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be  remoTcd,  found  the  threatened  bcnled  chicken, 
the  miy  substantial  dish  prepared  for  him — the 
rest  consisting  of  v^^bles,  and  very  simple  sau- 
ces. 

^  Is  there  nothing  else  coming  ?^  asked  Percy 
in  a  half  querulous  tone,  looking  round  to  the 
landlady,  who  was  giving  her  directions  in  dumb- 
shew  to  her  attendants. 

^  Nothing  but  a  bread-pudding,  my-— Sir.^ 

^^  A  bread-pudding ! — why,  it  seems  a  maigre 
day  with  you,^  replied  he,  half  smiling,  and  half 
angry,  as  he  divided  the  well  grown  chicken,  or 
rather  fowl,  and  placed  onehalf  of  it  cm  his  plate. 

"  What  wine  have  you,  waiter  F'  demanded 
he,  after  he  had  eaten  a  few  moutfaftds. 

No  answer  was  immediately  retumed^-and  he 
repeated  the  question. 

^<  Tell  his  Lords — ^tell  the  gentleman,^  said  the 
landlady,  addressing  herself  in  an  under  tone  to 
ber  prime  minister. 

<«  We— we  havn't  got  no  wine,  Sir,^ — said  the 
man  in  the  hesitating  tone  of  one  who  feels  him- 
self on  the  point  of  being  detected  in  a  downright 
falsehood. 
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"  No  wine  !"*  ejaculated  Percy,  laying  down 
his  knife  and  fork — and  looking  the  man  in  the 
fiice. 

"  We  have  wine,  my  Lord,"  observed  the  land- 
lady, ^^  in  the  cellar,  but,  my  good  man — ^that  is — 
he  is  out,  and  has  taken  the  keys  with  him.^ 

^^  Your  good  man  ought  not  to  be  trusted  with 
the  keys," — and  he  turned  round  on  his  chair  to 
^ye  effect  to  the  advice  he  meant  to  convey  to 
the  good  man^s  wife. 

He  asked  for  ale,  porter — brandy  and  water- 
but  the  water  only  was  firee  firom  the  carefiil  cus- 
tody of  the  absent  landlord — and  Percy  signifi- 
cantly asking  the  sign  of  the  inn,  made  an  inter- 
nal memorandum,  never  to  put  up  there  again  as 
long  as  he  lived. 

Coffee  was  most  readily  ftimished  to  him,  after 
he  had  despatched  all  that  had  been  set  before  as 
an  apology  for  a  dinner — and  he  found  the  mu£> 
fins  which  accompanied  it  a  very  convenient  sup- 
plement to  the  spare  diet  to  which  he  had  been 
subjected. 

Having  finally  discussed  these  matters,  he  again 
betook  himself  to  the  consideration  of  the  a£Sur, 
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which  had  brought  him  into  the  country— -and  the 
waiter  having  removed  the  tray,  rubbed  down 
the  table,  and  snuffed  the  candles,  he  desired  him 
to  bring  the  red  box  from  the  table  in  the  comer, 
on  which  it  had  been  placed  with  his  other  move- 
ables. 

The  man,  after  looking  about  for  some  time, 
said  there  was  no  red  box. 

^<  Psha-^the  red  leather  box,  there,^  pointing 
to  the  table. 

**  It's  a  blue  box,  my — ^your  Honor." 

"  Have  you  no  eyes— 'tis  red,  I  tell  you-^biing 
it  here.'' 

*^  It's  blue,  if  ever  I  seed  blue,"  the  man  be- 
gan as  he  lifted  it  from  the  table,  but,  perceiving 
Percy  to  wax  wroth,  he  added,  ^^  that  is,  as  it 
stood  in  the  dark  comer— it's  just  as  your  Honor 
said." 

<<  Why !— what  is  all  this  ?— it  is  blue !" 

«  Yes^ — ^it's  a  blue  like  red,  to  be  sure — as  your 
Honor  says  so." 

<<  Leave  the  room,"— and  the  waiter  made  but 
three  steps  to  the  door,  in  obedience  to  the  com- 

VOL.  III.  o 
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mand,  when  he  saw  our  young  gentleman  stait 
upon  his  legs  and  address  himself,  as  it  appeared, 
to  the  inanimate  object  of  his  surprise. 
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Pkecy  reseated  himself  when  alone — drew 
the  box  towards  hhn  on  the  table— exammed  it 
•—found  it  to  be  precisely  the  same  in  size,  form^ 
«id  fiishion^  as  that  delivered  to  him  by  Lord 
Harweden — ^with  the  initial  capital  H,  surmount- 
ed  by  a  coronet.  But  his  Lordship  had  express* 
ly  stated  it  to  be  a  red  box — he  saw  it,  as  he  took 
it  ftom  his  Lordship,  and  it  was  a  red  box — ^he 
gave  it  into  the  servant^s  hands,  on  leaving  his 
Lordship^s  house^  as  a  red  box  ! — and  this  was^ 
as  indisputably,  a  blue  box  !  He  would  try  his 
key — ^he  applied  it— the  lid  flew  open — ^he  look* 
ed  at  it  again — and  before  he  proceeded  to  ex* 
amine  the  contents,  he  was  half  persuaded  that 
his  sense  of  hearing  and  of  sight  must  have  fail- 
ed him  on  the  former  occasion— for  that  this  was 
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Lord  Harweden^s  box  was  stampt  upon  the  fiioe 
of  it,  and  the  key  he  had  delivered  to  him  cfca- 
edit. 

His  curiosity  now  got  the  better  of  any  further 
speculation — and  he  began  to  dive  into  the  de- 
pository, and  to  draw  out,  one  after  another,  pa- 
pers of  various  sizes  and  descriptions,  each  care- 
fully docqueted  and  labelled— one,   an  asogn- 
ment  of  property,  whose  title  he  had  never  heard 
of — another,  a  mortgage  on  an  estate,   whidi 
might  have  been  in  the  clouds,  for  ouj^t  that  he 
could  urge  to  the  contrary— a  third,  transfers— 
a  fourth,  leases,  indentures,  &c.  &c — alt  whid 
he  laid  aside,  as  being,  of  course,  foreign  to  his 
purpose.     He  now  seized  upon  two  or  three  pao^ 
quets  of  letters,  which  were  all  superscribed  "  Pri- 
vate,'' and  some  "To  be  burnt,"— and  althoug^i 
apparently  authorized  by  the  Earl  himself  to  per- 
use them,  he  felt  a  delicacy  in  thus  obtru£ng 
even  into  the  willing  confidence  of  an  absent  per- 
son, who  might,  af^  all,  intend  cmly  a  partial  or 
particular  communication. 

To  such  documents,  however,  necessarily  pri- 
vate and  confidratial,  his  Lordship  had  refeired 
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him  for  an  explanation  of  the  motives  which  had 
induced  him  to  solicit  his  servioes^-and  he  ought 
not  to  suffer  any  oTerstrained  notions  of  delicacy 
to  interfere  in  what,  under  all  .the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  might  be  considered  no  less  a  duty 
to  himself  than  to  his  Lordship,  in  the  critical 
state  both  of  his  health  and  his  family. 

He  untied  the  pacquet,  therefore,  that  lay  un- 
der his  hand,  and  unfolding  one  of  the  letters, 
found  it  to  be  from  the  elder  Dossiter,  addressed 
to  his  son— and  of  so  recent  a  date,  as  to  prove 
the  titter  impossibility  of  its  ever  having  been  in 
the  possesfiion  of  Lord  Harweden,  even  if  the  few 
lines,  which  had  arreisted  his  attention,  were  not 
sufficient  in  themselves  to  prove,  that  they  were 
never  intended  to  meet  his  eyes.  He  closed  the 
papor — and  again  began  to  question  his  right  to 
examine  papers  and  documents  which,  by  some 
strange  mistake,  had  evidentiy  been  exchanged, 
and  could  never  have  been  intentionally  submit- 
ted to  his  perusal.  He  had  seen  enough  to  sa- 
tisfy him,  that  Lord  Harweden  would  have  a  full 
and  just  right  to  examine  such  documents,  with- 
out any  scruple  of  conscience  as  to  the  mode  of 
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their  having  found  their  way  into  his  hands—tet 
his  curiosity  could  not  discover  a  sufficient  plea 
to  justify  him — a  person  wholly  unconnected  with 
the  parties-*-in.  proceeding  further  in  the  busi. 
ness.  He,  therefore,  closed  the  box,  with  the 
intention  of  securely  transferring  it  to  his  Lord- 
ship^s  custody,  on  his  return  to  town. 

The  enigma  still  remained  to  be  solved,  how 
the  boxes  could  have  been  exchanged— for  of  that 
fiict  he  was  now  satisfied— 4md  the  evidence  of 
his  senses  could  be  no  longer  questioned.  He^ 
rang  the  bell,  and  without  acquainting  the  waiter 
with  the  motives  of  his  inquiry,  put  several  ques- 
tions to  him  respecting  the  person  whom  he  had 
seen  enter  the  mail-^-^and  who,  he  was  now  more 
than  ever  convinced,  was  Clarendon  Dossiter. 

It  came  out — and  there  appeared  some  unas- 
signed  reason  for  its  not  having  come  out  before 
— that  this  gentleman  had  arrived  a  few  hours 
before  in  a  hack-.chaise  and  four,  and  that  he  had 
waited  the  arrival  of  the  London  maO,  in  order 
to  proceed  to  town  in  it — that  just  as  Percy  ar- 
rived, and  was  passing  near  the  window  of  the 
bar,  this  same  gentleman  had  been  observed  to 
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Start— and  to  retreat  into  a  recess  behind  thiff 
sanctum — that  fiirther,  he  had  recalled  a  certain 
greaUcoat  which  had  been  delivered  into  the 
charge  of  the  guard,  in  which  he  careftilly  instal- 
led himself,  although  an  inside  passenger*— and 
only  at  the  moment  when  '^  all  was  ready 9*^  step^ 
ped  into  the  coach,  which  drove  off,  as  the  door 
was  closed  upon  him. 

The  mystery  was  cleared  up.  It  was  evident 
that  young  Dossiter,  in  his  surprise  at  seeing 
Percy,  so  unexpectedly  on  the  spot,  and  under 
the  impression  of  alarm  at  being  discovered,  had 
left  the  box  on  the  table,  where  he  probably  had 
kept  it  under  his  own  eye  on  account  of  its  im- 
portance ;  and  when,  upon  some  further  ingeni- 
ous cross-examination— which  was  considerably 
facilitated  by  the  waiter^s  alarm,  lest  he  should 
irritate  the  ^^  mad  Lord,^  as  he  was  by  this  time 
universally  known  and  described  throughout  the 
inn — ^it  appeared  that  his  other  luggage  had  been 
previously  deposited  in  the  coach,  Percy  no  longer 
doubted  the  justice  of  his  general  infisrence. 

Fatigued  both  in  mind  and  body,  he  had  de- 
termined to  seek  repose  in  bed,  in  order  that  he 
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might  be  able  to  rise  by  day-break,  and  pursoe 
the  scent  which,  he  now  satisfied  himself,  lay 
strong  in  the  direct  line  before  him — bat  just  as 
he  was  applying  his  hand  to  the  belkrope,  to  an- 
nounce his  intention,  the  landlady  appeared  just 
within  the  door,  to  announce  to  him,  in  scarcely 
articulated  words,  that  ^<  a  gentleman  below  wish- 
ed to  speak  to  his  Lordship.^ 

"  To  me  r  demanded  Percy ;  "  fiwr  whom  did 
heask?'' 

"  For  nobody  in  particular,  my — Sir.'* 
^^  It  cannot  be*— I  know  no  person  in  these 
parts.'* 

At  this  moment  it  occurred  to  Percy  that  it 
might  be  Clarendon,  who,  having  missed  his  box, 
had  preferred  to  encounter  him,  by  returning  to 
daim  it,  rather  than  risk  the  loss  of  what  must 
evidently  be  of  so  much  importance  to  his  fadier^s 
interests,  as  well  as  his  own. 
*^  Is  he  a  young  man,  landlady  P'' 
"  Not  very  young,  my— my— Sir."** 
^^  Dark  complexioned— good  looking  P'* 
'<  Very  dark — and  as  for  good  looking,  my 
Lord — that's  all  taste,  you  know." 
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^<  Is  it  the  penon  who  went  to  London  in  the 
nudl  this  evening?^ 

**  Oh  I  dear  Sir  !— Lord  love  you,  how  could 
that  b&— bat  I  don^t  mean  any  thing — I  don\ 
indeed.'' 

^^  Could  he  not  have  returned  ?^ 

^  I  beg  pardon,  my  Lord — Sir— you  had  bet- 
ter see  the  gentleman — ^indeed,  and  indeed,  you 
had."* 

^^  Well,  my  good  woman,  since  you  are  so 
fnressing,  and  I  really  wish  to  get  to-bed,  perhiqps 
it  is  the  shortest  way.  Shew  him  up  by  all  means, 
I  shall  soon  despatch  him.'' — ^And  Percy  care- 
fhlly  lifted  the  box  from  the  table,  and  was 
placing  it  behind  Yob  sac  de  nuii. 

**  For  the  love  of  God,  my  Lord — Sir,"  cried 
die  woman,  as  if  she  apfnrehended  something  from 
the  movement 

^^  Why — ^what  ails  thee— <umnot  you  shew  him 
up?" 

^^  He  means  no  harm,  I  assure  you.  Sir." 

^^  Harm ! — I  dcm't  suppose  he  does,  or  if  he 
did"— and  Percy  stooped  to  take  up  the  poker, 
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as  if  the  suggestion  of  the  woman  had  reminded 
him  of  the  necessity  of  being  on  his  guard. 

"  Here  is  the  gentleman.  Sir.'' — ^And  the  lady 
bohed  out  of  the  room,  as  she  closed  the  door 
upon  the  person  thus  admitted.  This  was  a 
strong  athletic  man  of  middle  age,  dressed  in  a 
plain  suit  of  clothes,  booted,  and  very  much 
splashed  with  mud,  and  who  was,  as  the  land- 
lady had  stated,  ^^  very  dark;'*  and  although 
diffident  of  commitdng  herself  on  the  score  of 
personal  beauty,  he  was  altogether  a  very  good 
looking  man  of  his  apparent  years,  and  calm  and 
commanding  in  his  manner  and  deportment 

Percy  stared  at  him  with  unfeigned  astonish- 
ment— slightly  bowed  in  return  to  a  very  courte- 
ous bend  of  the  body  on  the  part  of  the  stranger 
—and  addressed  him,  by  observing,  that  ^^  there 
must  be  some  mistake,  which,  pediaps,  the  gen- 
tleman could  explain.'" 

"  I  trust  thare  may  be,  my  Lord — but  if  you 
will  allow  me  to  take  a  seat,  we  may  the  sooner 
arrive  at  the  means  of  ascertaining  it." 

Percy  was  too  courteous  by  nature,  to  decline 
the  proposition  coming  from  a  guest,  though  an 
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uninvited  one;  and  having  pointed  to  a  irhair, 
and  seated  himself,  he  again  demanded  the  ob- 
ject of  the  gentleman^s  visit. 

He  seemed  fated,  on  this  day,  to  receive  no- 
thing in  the  shape  of  direct  answers  to  his  ques-. 
sions.  His  visitor,  instead  of  replying  to  him, 
held  out  his  hands  towards  the  fire,  and  observed, 
that  '*  it  was  a  sharp  night.'" 

"  Very,"  was  aU  the  notice  Percy  took  of  this 
shrewd  observation. 

'^  A  comfortable  house  this,  my  Lord." 

*'  A  mad-house,  I  think  rather,"  cried  Percy 
impatiently. — ^^  You  are  under  some  delusion. 
Sir,  practised  upon  you  by  these  people.  I  am 
no  Lord,  nor  any  thing  in  the  shape  of  a  Lord." 

^^  We  are  not  going  to  press  that  point,  my 
good  Sir — ^let  that  pass." 

**  By  Heavens !  Sir,  I  will  suffer  nothing  to 
pass,  until  you  inform  me  who  you  are,  and  what 
is  yoinr  badness  here." 

^^  Be  pacified,  my  good  Sir.  I  am  fully  ac^ 
quunted  with  every  thing — and  you  .shall  be 
duly  informed  in  turn. — Pray*-^did  you  travel  all 
the  way  from  town  alone  ?" 
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"  And  why  not  ?"" 

^^  You  do  not  answer  my  question.^ 

'^  You  have  not  answered  min^  9irJ^ 

^  Well — well  let  that  pass— I  have  no  inten- 
tion or  wish  to  irritate  you.^ 

'^  Irritate  me — you  are  going  near  to  do  so» 
and  by — Sir — ^  and  Percy  rose  from  his  chair, 
and  threw  it  with  a  jerk  behind  him,  as  he  stood, 
fiicing  his  guest  with  a  countenance  little  charac- 
teristic of  philosophical  forbearance. 

The  gentleman,  however,  moved  not  from  his 
seat,  nor  appeared  to  be  in  the  least  ruffled  in  his 
manner  by  the  violence  of  his  host.  He  fixed 
his  eyes,  however,  steadily  upon  him,  and  wiA 
the  most  p^ect  aangfraidy  asked  him,  if  he  was 
"  acquainted  with  this  part  <^the  country  ?^ 

Percy  appeared  petrified  with  astonishment  at 
diis  novel  sort  of  hardihood,  and  almost  awed  by 
it — but  shaking  off  this  momentary  impression,  be 
demanded  fiercely,  ^  What  his  acquaintance  with 
the  neighbourhood  had  to  do  with  an  intrusioll, 
the  most  unwarrantable  he  had  ever  experienced  r* 

^  You  had  an  object,  it  is  to  be  presumed,  in 
coming  here,''  was  the  calm  and  sober  re^y. 

10      • 
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<<  This  18  intolerable,^  cried  Percy,  and  rang 
the  bell  with  violence.  It  remained  unanswered, 
and  the  countenance  of  the  stranger  bespdke  his 
convicti^m  that  it  would  be  so. 

**  I  wish.  Sir,**  said  he,  "  I  could  prevail  upon 
you  to  be  calm — and  aflbrd  me  simple  answers  to 
the  few  questicms  I  fed  it  to  be  my  duty  to  put 
to  you.'' 

^^  Are  you  Grand  Inquisitor  ?'' demanded  Per- 
cj  as  fiercely  as  ocmtemptuously. 

'<  I  am  anything  you  choose  to  fimcy  me,**  re- 
fdied  the  other,  <*  if  you  will  take  it  quietly:'' 

"  Take— take  what  quietly  ?" 

^^  The  assistance  I  am  ready  to  afford  you-^ 
you  need  not  ring  the  bell — I  have  given  orders 
that  no  one  shaU  approach." 

<<  You — ^you  give  orders  respecting  me— -and 
who  the  Devil  are  you.  Sir,  that  dare  take  such 
a  liberty  with "^ 

<<  Be  calm — be  calm,  my  LorcU-4t  will  not 
do." 

<<  By  Heavens !  but  this  shall,"  and  he  seised 
the  stranger  by  the  collar,  and  began  to  drag  him 
towards  the  door,  when,  by  a  skilful  turn  oi  the 
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arm,  the  other,  who  had  risen  firom  his  seat,  threw 
him  off  to  a  distance,  and  detiberately  striking  his 
foot  upon  the  floor,  two  stout  rufiian-like  fmow^ 
walked  into  the  room,  and  looked  towards  the 
stranger,  as  if  for  orders. 

Percy  now  rushed  towards  the  fire-place,  in 
order  to  seize  the  poker,  which  he  had  resigned 
upon  the  stranger^s  entrance — but  he  was  quiddy 
interrupted  in  his  passage,  by  the  two  myrmidons, 
who  most  dexterously  pinioned  him,  and  held 
him  in  duresse  before  the  placid  gendonan,  who 
waited  imtil  Percy  had  exhausted  aU  his  denundsr; 
tions  against  so  audacious  and  outrageous  an  at- 
tempt upon  his  person  and  liberty. 

'^  You  will  now,  perhaps,  condescend  to  hear 
reason,^  continued  the  placid  gentleman,  familiar- 
ly stirring  the  fire;  '^  you  ought  to  know  that  this 
violence  will  produce  no  effect  upon  me — and^ 
therefore, ^ 

**  Violence !— dare  you,  who  have,  in  defiance 
,  of  the  rules  of  society,  as  weU  as  the  laws  of  the 
land,  violated  the  sanctuary  of  my  apartment,  and 
— and — and — dare  you,  ruffian  as  you  are,  re- 
proach me  with  violence  P^ 
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'<  I  came  not  to  reproach  you.^ 

"  Why  the  DevU  did  you  come  at  all  ?— Who 
sent  for  you? — Who  are  you?— Unhand  me,  ras- 
cals, or  by  Heavens^— «^  and  by  a  sudden  effort, 
he  disengaged  himself  from  their  grasp,  laid  one 
sprawling  at  his  feet,  and,  throwing  the  other  to  a 
distance,  again  seised  the  stranger  by  the  collar, 
and  appeared  determined  to  prevent  his  former 
manoeuvte,  by  seising  his  right  arm. 

^^  Now,  Sir — Cleave  this  room  instantly,  or  uni- 
form me,  what  b  the  meaning  of  this  daring  out- 
rage.^  But  before  he  could  receive  an  answer, 

the  two  men  had  him  *again  safe  in  their  grasp 
behind. 

The  stranger  quietly  adjusted  his  stock  and 
shirt  collar,  which  had  been  somewhat  deranged 
in  the  struggle— and  then  resuming  his  seat,  at- 
tended with  the 'most  imperturbable  gravity  to 
the  ravings  and  execrations  of  Percy,  who  divided 
the  eloquence  of  his  indignation  among  the  vari« 
ous  parties  and  witnesses  of  the  scene,  who  now 
appeared  at  the  door,  and  among  whom  stood  con- 
spicuous mine  host  in  his  hat  and  boots,  and  his 
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*<  nervous^  wife  dinging  to  him  for  support  At 
length,  being  exhausted,  having  no  new  epithets 
to  dignify,  or  give  eflfect  to  the  aqnrations  of  his 
wrath— or,  perhaps,  finding  how  ineffectual  this 
mode  of  proceeding  had  hitherto  been^  he  con- 
descended to  diange  his  mode  of  attack,  or  ra- 
ther, on  this  occasion,  his  mode  of  defence. 

^^  Pray,  Sir,^  said  he,  addressing  himself  to  the 
stranger,  <^  may  I  take  the  liberty  of  asking  how 
long  it  is  your  pleasure  to  continue  this  frolic  ?— 
or  — — 

^^  If  you  will  be  reasonable,  and  attend  to  me^ 
I  will  order  your  release-— but         ^ 

^^  By  what  authority,  let  me  first  know,  do  yoa 
presume  to  detain  me  P^ 

^^  That  must  be  a  subject  of  future  considera- 
tion— my  people  shall  reture,  if  you  will  pledge 
yourself  to  sit  peaceably  in  your  chair,— and  con- 
duct yourself  rationally  1^^ 

<<  What  the  Devils  Sir,  do  you  take  me  for  a 
madman?^ 

Here  a  groan  of  horror  was  raised  from  the  do- 
mestic crowd  about  the  door. 
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^'  My  good  people,  retire,  if  you  please,*"  said 
the  stranger ;  ^^  I  will  trust  to  the  honor  of  this 
young  noUeman,  to  fulfil  the  conditions  upon 
which  I  consent  to  release  him — Bond  and  Biut, 
— you  may  go — but  be  within  call."  ^ 

Percy  stood  at  Uberty— but  doubtAil  in  what 
manner  to  use  it — ^the  room  was  cleared,  and  again 
he  was  fiice  to  face  with  his  persecutor. 

He  threw  himself  into  a  chair,  almost  breath- 
less with  agitation — and  doubtfiil  of  the  very  na- 
ture of  his  feelings. — ^At  length  looking  up,  and 
seeing  his  opposite  neighbour'*s  eyes  fixed  upon 
him,  with  a  mild  but  steady  gaze,  he  broke  the 
silence. 

<^  Sir !  there  is  something  so  extraordinary  in 
your  present  mode  of  proceeding — ^it  is  apparent- 
ly so  thoroughly  digested  and  organised,  that  I 
am  compelled  to  beUeve,  you  are  labouring  under 
some  ^regions  mistake.*^ 

^^  It  is  on  that  account,  that  I  wish  to  satisfy 
myself  on  a  few  necessary  points,  to  which  I  have, 
in  vain,  laboured  to  bring  you.*^ 

'^  You  prove  yourself  to  be  in  one  essential  er- 
ror, Sir,  in  honoring  me  with  a  title,  to  which  I 

VOL.  III.  H 
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have  no  claim-Hmd  this  is  sufficient-— or  ought 
to  be  sufficient,  to  satisfy  you,  that,  however  in- 
duced, you  have  been  guilty  of  an  outrage,  fiir 
which  it  will  be  difficult,  even  on  the  score  of 
misinformation,  to  make  me  a  just  and  proper 
atonement.*" 

"  Let  that  pass,  my  good  Sur— if  you  will  not 
allow  me  to  say  my  Lord— -you  appear  to  be  in  a 
calmer  state  of  mind.^ 

'<  What  can  I  do,  unarmed,  surrounded  by 
ruffians,  and  a  household  at  your  command  r* 

^^  I  am  not  censuring  the  calmness  of  mind 
which  it  has  been  my  object  from  the  moment  of 
my  arrival  to  effect— on  the  contrary,  I  cmfy 
wait  till  you  are  disposed  to  attend  to  what  I 
have  to  say.*" 

**  All  I  wish  to  know  may  be  told  in  two 
words— Who  are  you— and  what  possible  business 
can  you  have  with  me  ?*• 

"  You  are  not  aware  rf  the  difficulty  which 
may  attend  a  direct  answer  to  either  of  your 
questions  T 

"  Your  name  ?"" 

"  You  ought  to  know,  my  Lord."" 
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*'  Are  you  craey,  man — ^have  I  not  told  you, 
over  and  over  again,  that  I  am  no  Lord — and  in 
this  obviously  lies  the  foundation  of  your  whole 
error— if  you  really  are  not  a  wilfiil  aggressor.*" 

^^  Alas  !  my  good  young  gendeman — there 
certainly  the  delusion  does  rest — but  until  you 
allow  me  to  put  things  in  my  own  way,  we  shall 
only  traverse  in  a  circle.'' 

^<  You  are  a  most  extraordinary  person,'' — and 
Percy  ahnost  laughed  at  the  curious  predicament 
in  which  he  was  thrown  by  the  persevering  tena- 
city of  his  visitor.  "  Surely,  Sir — you  must 
have  a  name— this  even  might  afford  some  dew." 

*^  Do  you  entertain  no  particular  apprehen- 
sion— ^no  strong  prgudice  against  certain  names  ?^ 
asked  the  stranger  with  earnest  inquisitiveness. 

^^  No,  on  my  honor — there  is  indeed  one, 
agunst  which  I  have  reason  to  feel  some  degree 
of  prejudice." 

"  I  thought  so." 

^'  But  that  can  have  no  connection  with  yours." 

"  And  why  not?" 

'^  Because  it  is  out  of  the  question  that  you 
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should  know  anything  of  the  person  to  whom  it 
belongs.^ 

^^  That  is  as  it  may  be — ^you  have  probaUy 
made  some  inquiries  respecting  him  since  your 
arrival  at  this  house."^ 

^'  You  seem,  &iy  to  be  well  acquainted  with 
my  movements,^  cried  Percy  somewhat  sternly. 

"  I  am  right,  then."" 

^^  I  have  nothing  to  conceal — I  certainly  wish- 
ed to  ascertain  some  facts  respecting  a  scoundr^ 
whom  I  have  reason  to  suspect  of  designs  hostile 
to  the  peace  of  an  unfortunate  young  woman,  al- 
ready in  his  power.'" 

"  Humph  ! — and  your  object  is  to  rescue 
her.?" 

"  Which  I  wiU  do,  at  the  haz^  of  my  Ufc,'' 
replied  Percy,  with  energy. 

^^  You  are  acquaint  with  her  place  of  abode  r 

^^  I  am.  Sir — and  should  have  reached  it  ere 
this — ^but  that  they  tell  me  the  roads  are  scarcely 
practicable  in  this  dark  night.**" 

^^  Is  the  lady  detained  against  her  will  ?" 

^^  She  is^  I  fear,  unconscious  of  her  situation, 
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and  mity  the  more  easily  become  the  dupe  of  his 
designs.^ 

"  She  is  under  restraint,  then  ?^ 

^^  She  is  confined.  Sir,  in  this  immediate 
ndghbourhood.^ 

"Under "^ 

"  Under  Doctor  Beekerdyke."" 

"  Indeed — and  it  is  against  this  unfortunate 
Doctor  Beekerdyke  that  your  vengeance  has 
been  excited  f'^ 

**  No  such  thing.^ 

"  You  mentioned  the  prejudice  you  entertain- 
ed against  the  person  who  detained  this  young 
lady." 

"  You  mistake  me,  Sir— as  you  appear  to  mis- 
tdke  every  thing  else — I  really  wish  you  would 
no  longer  force  yourself  upon  me — I  have  much 
to  rdlect  upon — much  to  arrange,  and  cannot 

submit ^" 

-  "  A  few  moments  longer — ^be  assured  I  have 
only  your  interests  in  view.'*' 

"  What  can  you  know  of,  or  have  to  do  with 
my  interests  P'^ 
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^<  More,  perhaps,  thw  you  are  aware  of— ihia 
Doctor  Beekerdyke ^ 

**  Do  you  know  him  ?**" 

'^  Perfectly — ^he  can  have  no  intention  of  in- 
juring you — and,  yet  it  appears  he  was  the  first 
object  of  your  inquiry  here— and,  firom  your  ecm- 
versation,  I  infer  the  prime  object  of  your  ven- 
geance/^ 

"Pshar 

^^  Who,  then,  is  the  person  whom  you  so  om- 
phatically  denounced  only  a  few  minutes  ago  P 

Perty  stared  at  his  questioner — and  thnistHig 
his  hands  in  his  pockets,  stretched  out  his  legs 
— and,  with  a  smile  that  partook  pretty  equally 
of  drolleiy  and  contempt,  said, 

^^  Upon  my  soul.  Sir,  this  is  the  most  ridicu- 
lous scene  I  ever  witnessed — ^here  you,  a  peifect 
stranger  to  me—force  yoursdf  into  my  presence 
agiunst  my  will— commit  an  assault  uptm  my 
person — get  yourself  backed  by  a  set  of  moce- 
nary  hirelings — grant  me  liberty  upon  conditions, 
and  at  length  sit  down,  quietiy  and  sedately,  to 
cross-question  me  upon  my  own  private  affairs,  as 
if  you  were  legally  invested  with  the  power  of 
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directing  a  Terdict  of  life  and  death  against  me. 
Have  you,^  and  Percy  drew  himself  up,  and  as- 
sumed a  graver  tone,  ^^  have  you  no  aj^rehen- 
sion  of  future  responsibility,  or  do  you  calcu- 
late npon  having  the  odds  thus  always  in  your 
ftvour?" 

^^  I  calcvdate  upon  your  submission,  if  I  am 
compelled  to  persevere  in  strong  measures,  and 
upon  your  pardon,  if  they  shall  be  found  unne- 


^*  Will  you  qieak  without  riddles  P — again  I 
ask  a  plain  question-^Who  are  you— what  have 
you  to  do  with  me  ?^ 

^  I  may,  perhaps,  venture  now  to  answer 
more  directly  to  your  questions— I  am  that  very 
Doctor  Beekerdyke  whom  you  profess  to  seek.*" 

^^  Profess  !^  and  Percy  started  from  his  chair 
to  approach  the  doctor,  who  threw  out  his  arms  to 
keep  him  off. 

"  Nay,  nay-— if  you  do  not  keqp  your  seat — 
if  you  are  not  calm,  I  shall  summon  assistance.*" 

"  What  can  you  mean  ?^  cried  Percy,  as  he 
literally  obeyed  the  doctor^s  ii^junctions. 

*^  I  mean,  Sir — although   I   confess  part  of 
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your  oonyeraation  lias  staggered  me,  that  in  your 
present  state,  you  must  be  aware  that  there  was  a 
motive— an  object  in  siding  you  down  to  my 
house.**" 

<<  Unquestionably — and  one  of  vital  importance 
— ^why — ^why  did  you  not  explain  who  you  were 
at  once,  and  thus  have  saved  yourself  and  me  firom 
a  scene,  which  is  still  altogetiber  inex{£cable  to  me, 
unless  you  mistook  me  for  a  patient  instead  of  a 
visitor  ?^  and  Percy  laughed  at  the  conceit 

^^  Very  good  !^  returned  the  doctor,  as  he  applied 
his  handkerchief  to  his  face,  and  aflected  to  blow 
his  nose !  ^^  We  shall  sooner  come  to  an  under- 
standing, if  you  will  allow  me  to  proceed  in  my 
old-fashioned  way,  my  good  Sir. — ^Now,  you  do 
not — ^that  is,  you  have  no  desire  to  pass  for — 
that  is,  to  represent  the  Earl  of  Harweden  ?"** 

"  I  see,''  said  Percy,  as  he  drew  his  chair  to- 
wards  the  doctor,  ^^  I  see  that  you  are  acquaint- 
ed with  more  of  this  affair  than  I  was  led  to 
believe — I  certainly  do  represent  my  Lord  Har^ 
weden.*" 

"  And  the  carriage  below  *" 

«  l8  his.^ 
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*<  His  arms,  I  see,  are  upon  die  paimels.'*^ 

"Of  course-" 

"  It  was  not  your  intention  to  pass  for  my 
Lord  Harweden  ?*" 

"  Siri"  exclaimed  Percy,  starting  again  from 
his  chair,  ^<  do  you  take  me  for  an  impostor-^ 
a ^" 

"  Pray,  be  patient,  and  sit  down — be  assured 
I  mean  no  oflence-^I  was  prepared  to  expect 
you." 

"  To  expect  me,  Sur !— Aen,"  added  Percy 
laughing,  "  you  must  be  a  conjuror,  or  an  adept 
in  the  black  art;  for,  by  all  that  is  good,  I 
never  dreamed  of  the  visit  four-and4wenty  hours 
ago." 

"  Indeed !"  responded  the  other  drily ;  "  pray. 
Sir,  are  you  acquainted — now,  I  entreat  you  not 
to  be  offended  at  the  question— do  you  know 
Mr— MrRadcHffe?" 

'<  Raddiffe— Raddiffe— no— I  have  heard  the 
name  in  the  north  country — ^but  I  can  claim  no 
acquaintance  with  any  individual  who  bears  it." 

"  That  ia  very  strange !"  said  the  doctor,  in  an 
under  tone. 
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"  And  why  slarai^,  doctor  i"^ 

^^  Allow  me  to  put  another  questicm  to  yon— 
I  do  not,  believe  me,  purpose  to  be  imperUnoit  or 
inquisitive — ^What  is  the  name  of  the  person  eon* 
ceming  whom  you  made  certiun  inquiries  of  the 
people  of  the  house,  and  against  whom  it  a{qpeaz8, 
from  your  subsequent  conversation,  you  entertain 
some  prejudice  ?^ 

^^  Dossiter  is  the  man''s  name— There  are  two 
of  them,^  added  he,  smiling,  ^<  yet  unhanged— 
&ther  and  son.^  The  doctor  remained  absorbed 
in  thought  for  some  time.  <^  I  fear,^ at  lengthbe 
said,  ^'  there  is  more  here^than  meets  the  ear«^— 
Then  turning  round  to  Percy,  whom  he  regarded 
with  even  deeper  attention  than  before,  ^^  Have 
you  any  objection  to  my  asking  a  few  questions  of 
the  landlord  or  waiter  of  the  house  ?^ 

^*  None,''  replied  Percy,  laughing—"  but  it 
would  suit  me  better,  if  I  could  get  you  into  a  train 
of  answering  rather  than  putting  questions,^  and 
he  rose  to  ring  the  bell. 

"  Perhaps  not.'' 

Mine  host,  who  had  evidently  been  within  im- 
mediate call,  answered  the  bell  in  person. 
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<^  Pray,  landlord,"^  asked  the  doctor,  ^^  was  the 
young  gendeman,  who  arrived  here  this  afternoon 
in  a  chaise  and  four  from  my  house,  the  same  who 
departed  in  the  mail  for  London  in  the  evening  ?^ 

"  The  same,  Sir." 

"You  are  positive?" 

^^  I  can  swear  it,  Sir-*for  he  never  left  the  bar 
until  the  coach  was  ready  to  start" 

"  Had  you  any  opportunity  of  hearing  his 
name?" 

"  My  man  saw  it  on  his  boots,  which  he  had 
taken  off  to  be  cleaned  " 

"  What  was  it?" 

"  A  queer  one— but — 1^11  ask  the  man,"  and  he 
retired  to  do  so. 

*^  That  man  seems  more  rational — ^he  was  either 
muddled  with  liquor-— or  a  candidate  for  your  es- 
taUishmoit,  my  good  doctor,  a  few  hours  ago." 

"  I  think  he  was— -and  some  others,  too,perhiqp6 
«— but  here  he  is." 

"  It  was  Dorchester,  Boots  says,  Sir— or  some- 
thing like  it." 

"  I  thought  so !"  exclaimed  Percy. 

"  That  will  do — ^you  may  go"— said  the  doc- 
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tor  \  and  the  landlord,  after  haTing  shewn  some 
symptoms  of  surprise  at  findhig  him  and  his  si^ 
posed  patient  quietly  conyersing  togedier,  left  the 
room. 

The  doctor  sat  silent  for  a  few  seconds. 

^^  Here  is  some  roguery  T  at  lengdihe  ezdaim- 
ed,  <^  and  I  haye— but — allow  me  first  to  ask  you, 
Sir,  if  this  person  has  any  other  name  besides  that 
of  Dorchester?" 

^^  Dossiter  is  the  name-^e  was  christened  Cb» 
rendon.**^ 

**  Clarendon  ! — ^that  is  the  family  name  of  Lord 
Harweden,  is  it  not  ?" 

**  It  is — he  is  his  Lordship^s  godson.^ 

^<  What  atonement  shall  I  make  to  you,  Sir,^ 
cried  Doctor  Beekerdyke,  as  he  rose  from  his 
chair — <^  for  haying  submitted  to  become  an  in- 
strument in  carrying  on  some  intrigue,  which  itis 
impossible  for  me  at  this  moment  to  fiithom  or  un- 
rayel,  and  thus  subjected  you  to  impertinence  and 
insult,  which  I  ought  to  have  detected  after  the 
exchange  of  a  few  words  with  you  ?^. 

Percy,  who  had  no  gall  in  his  composition,  and 
whose  passions  were,  in  their  most  fiery  exalta> 
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tioii)  capaUe  of  being  quenched  by  a  single  word 
of  conciliation — ^had,  before  this  apology  was  made, 
nearly  foigotten  that  he  had  any  ground  of  quar- 
rel with  the  intruder — and  was  as  ready  to  listen 
now,  as  he  had  previously  determined  only  to  be 
heard. 

The  doctor  then  explained  that  he  had  now  for 
the  first  timeheard  the  name  of  Dossiter — that,  un- 
der the  name  of  Radcliffe,  this  person  had  been 
the  agent  in  the  whole  affair,  and,  with  every  ap- 
pearance of  sympathy  and  tenderness,  had  provid- 
ed an  asylum  under  his  roof  fiir  a  young  relation, 
whose  mind,  he  said,  had  for  some  time  been  unset- 
tled, and  who  required  to  be  secluded  from  her  fii- 
mily  and  connections— that  he  had  desired  no  ex- 
pense might  be  spared  in  providing  every  comfort 
and  accommodation  for  her,  consistent  with  dose 
confinement,  and  restriction  against  the  admission 
of  every  description  of  visitor.  "  There  certainly 
was  an  occurrence,*"  continued  the  doctor,  "  which 
staggered  me  for  a  moment ;  but  it  was  so  plausi« 
bly  accounted  for,  that  I  was  lulled  into  seouity. 
About  ten  o^'clock  this  morning,  a  despatch  arriv- 
ed express  from  London,  addressed  to  this  Mr 
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Radcliffe,  at  my  house,  which  appeared  finr  a  mo- 
ment to  overwhehn  him-— but  soon  raUying  hu 
spirits,  he  requested  to  speak  with  me  in  private, 
and,  in  a  manner  that  banished  all  suspicion,  in- 
formed me,  that  he  had  just  received  informa- 
tion, which  would  render  a  farther  appeal  to  my 
services  necessary — that  a  near  relation  of  the 
young  Udy — ^unhappily  a  victim  also  to  the  fiimily 
calamity,  although  not  absolutely  under  restraint, 
had,  by  some  unaccountable  means,  been  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  place  of  her  retreat,  and  had  been 
missed  by  his  friends  soon  after  the  expression  of 
his  determination  to  seek  her  there — that  this  per- 
son who,  in  his  aberrations  of  intellect,  suj^Nised 
himself  to  be  a  man  of  rank— to  whom  he  stood  in 
some  degree  of  relationship — ^would  probably  make 
his  appearance  with  all  the  appendages  of  nolnli- 
ty,  as  he  was  known  actually  to  have  given  orders 
to  his  coachmaker  to  emblazon  the  pannels  of  his 
carriage  with  the  armorial  bearings  of  the  Earl  of 
Harweden.  He  added,  further,  that  he  was  fully 
authorized  by  the  trustees  of  this  gentleman,  act- 
ing under  the  authority  of  the  Chancellor,  to  com- 
mit him  to  his  care  and  custody,  until  proper 
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measures  should  be  taken  to  restore  him  to  his 
friends  in  London.**^ 

Now,  instead  of  troubling  the  reader  with  the 
natural  expression  of  indignation,  at  such  a  pre- 
meditated outrage  upon  his  person,  which  may  na* 
turally  be  supposed  to  have  been  called  forth  on 
the  part  of  Percy,  we — ^who  are  averse  to  all  un- 
necessary my  steries— will  take  the  trouble  of  turn- 
ing **  la  medaUk^  in  order  to  unravel  this  in- 
trigue, the  motive  and  tendency  of  which  is  too 
obvious  for  the  dullest  reader  to  miss  as  he  per- 
uses the  narrative. 

When  Clement  Dossiter  found  open  war  de- 
clared by  the  Earl,  and  that  Percy  Mallory  was 
an  avowed  party  to  it,  he  entertained  very  little 
doubt  that  some  active  share  in  the  prompt  mea- 
sures necessary  to  be  pursued  would  be  allotted 
to  him — ^and  knowing  how  inconvenient,  if  not 
fiital,  to  the  measures  carrying  on  in  the  north, 
would  be  the  interposition  or  interference  of  a  hot- 
headed young  man,  he  devoted  himself  to  the  con- 
trivance of  certain  means  of  counteraction,  which 
he  was  too  experienced  a  general  not  always  to 
have  at  his  command. 
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It  may  be  easily  supposed  that  a  man,  the  soc- 
cess  of  whose  schemes,  and  the  guarantee  of  whose 
silfety  depended  solely  upon  the  mastery  whidihe 
maintained  over  Lord  Harweden,  would  take  care 
to  phice  about  his  Lordship's  person,  such  spies 
and  dependants  as  might  be  ready  to  ^^  do  his  bid- 
ding," whenever  the  exigency  of  the  case  requir- 
ed his  interference  ;  and  that,  at  all  times,  he  was 
fiilly  aware  of  what  was  going  forward  in  the  in- 
terior cabinet  of  a  government,  of  which  he  ttoij 
considered  himself  prime  minister. 

He  had  been,  indeed,  surprised  to  discover 
Percy  Mallory  in  confidential  intercourse  with  his 
Lordship  in  the  most  critical  moment  of  his  career. 
Having  been  in  constant  attendance,  for  several 
hours,  upon  the  dying  young  man  in  whose  fiUe 
he  was  so  deeply  interested — ^the  information, 
which,  it  may  be  supposed,  did  not  occur  to  his 
agents  as  being  of  any  moment,  had  not  reached 
him — and  he,  very  unequivocally,  betrayed,  upon 
his  entering  Lord  Harweden's  library,  the  disap- 
pointment he  experienced  in  having  his  various 
schemes  to  keep  the  parties  apart,  firustrated  in 
such  a  moment.     But  his  resolution  was  taken  as 
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soon  almost  as  the  possiUe  inferaices  from  such 
an  event  were  duly  deduced  and  calculated. 

When  he  left  Percy  and  his  Lordship,  he  has- 
tily descended  to  give  directions  to  his  inferior 
agents — ^the  principal  of  which,  it  may  be  sup- 
posed, was  Lord  Harweden^s  own  cof^dential 
genileman.  Every  word  and  every  action  were 
now  scrupulously  watched,  and  the  commission  of 
Percy  was  of  course  immediately  communicated 
to  the  worthy  lawyer,  who  took  his  measures  ac- 
ccnrdingly. 

To  attempt  any  overt  act  of  violence  to  im- 
pede the  journey  altogether,  was  too  hasardous  to 
be  thought  of— even  if  the  worthy  Mr  Dossiter 
had  not  felt  himself  more  au  fait  in  the  safer  walk 
of  subtlety  and  intrigue.  He  conceived  that  his 
son  had  already  so  much  the  start  of  the  EarFs 
agent,  that  the  object  to  be  attained  would  proba- 
bly be  secured  before  his  arrival  on  the  scene  of 
action — ^but  it  was  the  lawyer^s  policy  always  to 
guard  against  contingencies,  and  although  he  had 
received  letters  on  the  previous  day,  announcing 
the  success  of  all  his  son''s  measures  up  to  a  cer- 
tain point,  there  yet  remained  something  to  be 
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done,  and  Fortune  was  too  notorious  a  jilt  to  be 
left  to  harael^  whoi  har  services  could  more  cer- 
tainly be  oisured  by  removing  all  possiUe  temp- 
tations out  of  her  way. 

What  fairer  field  could  tliai  have  opmied  itself 
to  a  man  of  Mr  Dossiter^s  ingenious  turn  of  mind, 
than  the  quiet  incarceration  of  the  only  pecson 
who  could  possibly  endanger  his  plans  by  being 
at  liberty — and  calculating  upon  certain  little  ir- 
ritable points,  and  a  certain  impetuosity  of  dispo- 
sition, which  he  had  not  failed  to  mark  in  the  in- 
dividual to  be  practised  upon,  he  anticipated 
what  had  nearly  come  to  pass,  that  sufficient 
symptoms  might  present  themselves  to  warrant 
any  mad  doctor  in  the  kingdom  in  pursuing  mea- 
sures of  coercion  for  a  period  suffidaitly  long  to 
answer  his  purpose. 

His  instructions  were  acowdingly  forwarded  by 
a  hasty  esqpress,  as  soon  as  my  Lord^s  gmtlcmaB 
could  retire  with  the  necessary  informaticm  firom 
the  comer,  where  he  had  taken  his  station  ac- 
cording to  orders.  His  Loirdship^s  subsequent  at- 
tack was  considered  propitious  ia  propcnticm  as  k 
seemed  likdy  to  postpone  Percy's  journey    sad 
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in  the  stronger  alternative  of  its  proving  fiital,  as 
he  knew  himself  to  be  named  executor  to  his 
Lordship's  will,  which  he  could  not  yet  have  had 
an  opportunity  of  altering,  he  would  thus  be  in 
possession  of  the  means  of  setting  his  enemies^^ 
or  the  fiunily  of  his  Lordship-^Hrt  defiance,  with 
respect  to  all  past  transactions. 

He  was  in  die  house  at  the  moment  of  Percy^s 
d^arture^  and  the  latter,  in  the  fiill  flow  of  feel- 
ings awakened  by  the  scene  he  had  witnessed,  was 
easily  induced  to  part  with  the  box  ccmimitted  to 
Ids  charge  by  Lord  Harweden,  and  which  his 
Lordship's  attendant,  who  took  it  from  him,  im« 
mediately  conveyed  to  Dossiter.  This  budI 
was  prepared-^had  Percy  recollected  to  ask  him 
for  it — ^to  swear  it  was  safely  deposited  in  the  seat 
of  the  carriage— -or  if  necessary,  that  it  had  been 
lost— or  stolen— H>r  any  thing  but  at  hand. 

How  narrowly  Percy  escaped  a  strait-waistcoat, 
and  a  dark  room,  where  every  elpressioD  of  in^ 
dignant  feeling  would  only  have  tended  to  confirm 
the  justice  of  the  discipline  imposed  upon  him— 
we  have  ahready  seen  and  alihough  the  convic- 
tion, that  Dr  Beekerdyke  was  no  party  to  the 
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atrocious  measures  contemplated  against  him, 
served  to  temper  the  manner  of  expressing  his 
resentmait,  he  approached,  perhaps,  more  nearly 
to  the  state  which  had  before  been  imputed  to 
him,  when  he  vowed  his  determination  of  inflict- 
ing the  most  exemplary  punishment  upon  the  de- 
linquents, both  father  and  son. 

He  now  entered  upon  such  explanations  as 
were  necessary  with  respect  to  the  measures  pro- 
posed by  Lord  Harweden,  for  the  security  of  his 
daughter. 

"  No  marriage,^  said  Percy,  "  can  posabfy 
have  taken  place  in  your  house,  without  your 
knowledge,  Dr  Beekerdyke  ?*" 

"  Not  in  my  house,  certainly,  but '" 

^^  She  has  had  no  means  of  leaving  it,  I  cmi- 
dude.?'' 

^^  None— but  it  might  have  taken  place  previ- 
ously.**" 

^^  How  can  that  be,  my  good  Sir — ^if  she  has 
been  two  years  under  your  care  ?'' 

"  Two  years  ! — ^not  two  days "^ 

"  Sir  .(""-^and  Percy  repeated  his  words. 

<^  She  has  not  been  twelve  hours  under  my 
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charge,^  repUed  the  doctor ;  and  from  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  reply  was  given,  an  indifferent 
observer  might  have  traced  something  like  a  sus- 
picion, that  he  had  been  rather  too  hasty  in  his 
conclusions  with  respect  to  the  sanity  of  his  com- 
panion. 

The  more  the  subject  was  canvassed,  the  less 
light  ai^eared  to  be  thrown  upon  it.  The  doc- 
tor had  received  no  female  patient  under  his  roof 
finr  the  last  five  years. — Percy  insisted,  that  Lord 
Harweden  had  asserted,  that  his  daughter  had 
been  there  for  a  year  and  half  at  least,  if  not  two 
years. — The  opinion  of  the  one  was  every  mo- 
ment approaching  to  a  conviction,  that  he  might 
still  be  entitled  to  consider  his  opposite  neigh- 
bour in  the  light  of  a  legitimate  patient — ^whilst 
that  of  the  other  beoune  gradually  tinctured  with 
a  8uq>icion,  that  the  doctor  was,  somehow  or 
other,  endeavouring  to  make  him  his  dupe.— For- 
tunately,  before  these  smouldering  embers  had 
time  to  burst  out  into  a  flame,  a  proposition,  made 
by  Percy,  for  a  meeting  with  the  lady  herself, 
was  favourably  met  by  the  doctor,  who  seemed 
pleased  to  have  an  opportunity  afforded  him  of 
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deliberating  on  the  subject  alone ;  and  by  a  slij^t 
turn  of  his  countenance,  might  have  beai  sus- 
pected of  inferring,  that  Percy  would  then  he 
more  immediately  in  his  power,  should  his  suspi- 
dons,  which  were  again  fearfully  awakened,  prove 
to  be  well  founded. — Peaceable  preliminaries, 
however,  being  thus  far  adjusted,  they  parted  for 
the  night ;  and  Percy  most  gladly  resumed  bis 
purpose  of  seeking  repose  in  bed — having  fint 
pledged  himself  to  be  at  Waterbury,  by  eigjit 
o^dock,  on  the  succeeding  morning. 

The  landlord,  who  was  waiting  for  his  cue  be- 
low stairs,  recdved  the  doctor  in  a  room  bdiind 
the  bar,  and  anxiously  inquired  fi&etihe  state  of 
the  patient,  and  wheU^  it  would  not  be  expe- 
dient to  retain,  during  the  night,  the  two  keep- 
ers who  had  accompanied  him  firom  Waterbmy, 
in  order  to  prevent,  or  guard  against  any  letom 
of  the  paroxysms,  which  he  had,  in  his  wisdom, 
denned  suffident  to  warrant  his  hasty  summmis 
of  professional  aid.  But  Dr  Beekerdyke,  what- 
ever might  be  his  internal  misgivings  in  conse- 
quence of  the  latter  part  of  his  oonvevsation  with 
Percy,   assured    Bonifim   thai   there   was   no 
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ground  of  apprehension — and  that  the  whole  af- 
fair had  turned  out  to  be  a  false  alarm. 

Matters  being  thus  adjusted,  the  doctor  and 
his  myrmidons  remounted  their  horses,  and  left 
the  inn  in  a  state  of  tranquillity  very  different 
firom  that  in  which  they  had  found  it — and  al- 
though, from  what  had  fiillen  firom  the  former  in 
•his  short  conversation  behind  the  bar,  Percy  was 
effectually  degraded  firom  Us  supposed  nobiHCy, 
the  landlady,  who  had  previously  been  nearly 
scared  out  of  her  own  senses,  by  her  aj^ehensiou 
of  her  guest  being  fiiirly  out  of  his — ^now  declared 
that  she  should  never  have  suspected  ^^  any  thing 
of  the  kind  in  such  a  nice  spoken  sort  of  gentle- 
man, if  her  booby  of  a  husband  hadnH  put  it  into 
her  head — b^ides,^  added  she,  ^'  there  is  a  good 
dinner,  and  a  bottle,  or  perhaps  two,  of  good 
wine,  clean  lost  put  of  the  bill,  besides  the  chance 
of  breaking  your  own  neck,  or  Smiler^s  knees, 
over  Weirsplash  Common  in  the  dark,  and  all 
owing  to  your  addle-pated  conundrums."" 
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CHAPTER  V. 

Percy  endeavoured  to  compose  himself  to 
deep— but  a  train  of  intrusive  meditation  kept 
him  wide  awake.  He  turned  from  one  side  to 
the  other  with  as  little  success,  for  the  current  of 
his  thoughts  became  more  intricate  and  confiised, 
in  a  state  between  sleeping  and  waking.  He 
heard  twelve  o^dock  strike. — He  was  awak^ied 
from  a  few  minutes  doze,  by  a  similar  annuncia- 
tion of  one — ^he  was  broad  awake  when  it  strode 
two.«-He  left  his  bed — turned  down  the  dotfaes 
according  to  the  advice  of  Dr  Franklin — paced 
his  room  for  five  minutes,  and  then  turned  in 
again,  purposing  to  draw  a  veil  over  all  the  sub- 
jects on  which  he  had  been  dwelling — ^to  count 
one  hundred  in  succession — ^to  fimcy  com-fiekb 

waving  under  a  summer  breese— or  the  r^^ular 
11 
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influx  of  a  cafan  unruffled  sea  upon  a  smooth 
sandy  shore.  He  had  ahnost  lost  sight  of  both 
corn-field  and  ripple,  and  nearly  forgotten  to 
count,  and,  what  was  much  more  to  the  purpose, 
had  almost  forgotten  himself,  when  he  lost  all 
the  ground  he  had  gained,  and  was  newly  roused, 
by  hearing  some  movement  under  his  chamber- 
window,  and  in  the  dead  silence  of  the  night, 
clearly  distinguished  the  whispering  of  voices, 
which  were  the  more  distinctly  heard,  from  the 
circumstance  of  the  diamber-^naid^s  neglect,  in 
having  left  part  of  the  window  open,  which  the 
drawn  curtain  had  concealed. 

He  bolted  upright  in  the  bed.  He  knew  little 
about  inns  or  public  houses  of  entertainment,  but 
he  had  heard  more  of  them-— and  whispering  at 
an  hour  when,  by  common  consent,  it  was  suppos- 
ed, that  all  honest  people  were  agreed  in  taking 
their  sleep,  was,  in  itself,  a  fair  ground  of  suspi- 
cion, that  the  wakers  were  engaged  in  some  de- 
sign against  the  peace  or  property  of  the  sleep- 
ers. He,  therefore,  stole  out  of  bed,  and  approach- 
ed the  window — ^but  the  night,  or  rather  morn- 
ing, was  too  dark  to  a£fbrd  the  smallest  clew,  as  far 
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aa  yision  was  ooncemedy  to  what  was  paadog  even 
in  his  immediate  neighbouihood.  The  noise  he  had 
made  in  rising  had  probably  given  an  alaim,  fiir 
the  voices  had  ceased,  and  not  a  footfiJl  was  to  be 
heard. 

He  could  not  be  deceived— or  deluded  by  a 
dream,  for  he  had  heard  the  whispers  quickty 
passing,  for  several  seconds,  after  he  had  risen  in 
his  bed.  The  room  was  at  the  back  part  o£ibe 
premises— and,  isM  &r  as  he  was  concerned,  they 
might  have  opened  upon  the  ocean,  for  not  an  ob- 
ject was  to  be  discerned — there  being  nrither 
moon  nor  star  above-^nor  even  a  living  rush-li(^t 
to  throw  its  stinted  glimmer  through  a  curtain  or 
a  casemoit  in  his  neighbourhood. 

Satisfied  that  something,  to  which  darkness  was 
necessary,  was  in  agitation,  and,  having  no  fur- 
ther motive  to  drive  out  of  his  mind  the  recol- 
lection of  past  or  passing  events,  the  assodatiim 
of  the  Dossiters,  with  ev^  thii^  that  was  daik 
and  suspicious,  naturally  suggested  to  him  a  no- 
tion, that,  in  some  way  or  other,  they,  or  one  of 
them,  at  least,  must  be  concerned  in  what  was 
going  forward. 
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In  a  moment,  it  flashed  upon  him,  that  the 
yonng  man  Jiad  returned  for  the  purpose  of  regain- 
ing possession  of  the  blue  box,  which,  it  was  clear, 
must  be  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  parties 
concerned,  from  the  hurried  view  he  had  caught 
of  the  nature  of  part,  atleast,  of  its  contents.  Be* 
aolved  not  to  lose  what  might  be  even  of  still 
greater  value  ta  Lord  Harweden  and  hia  daugh- 
ter, his  first  step  was  to  counteract  the  scheme  if 
possible-p-and,  hastily  slipping  on  his  dressing. 
g(own,  he  left  the  chamber,  and  trusted  to  skill  or 
instinct  to  ascertain  the  sitting-room,  in  which  he 
had  left  the  box,  denouncing  himself  as  a  block- 
head,  as  he  groped  his  way  along  the  passages^ 
finr  having  been  guilty  of  the  neglect  of  leaving  it 
behind  him  when  he  went  to  bed. 

He  had  to  pass  several  small  flights  of  steps, 
ascending  at  one  moment—descending  at  another 
— 4aid,  it  must  be  confessed,  his  notions  of  the  to- 
pography of  the  mansion  became  more  and  more 
confused,  as  he  advanced.  He  had  tried  several 
doors,  some  of  which  proved  to  be  locked^— and 
others,  which  opened  at  his  command,  oppoeed 
perils  in  the  shiqpe  of  paUs,  or  brooms,  or  such 
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<^  like  household  gear,""  from  which  a  rapid  re- 
treat only  could  ensure  safety  to  his  unprotected 
legs,  or  projected  hands. 

At  length,  a  door  yidded  to  his  touch,  which 
seemed,  from  its  position,  as  well  as  he  could  as- 
certain it,  to  answer  to  the  description  of  that, 
within  which  he  had  passed  the  previous  evening 
—-and  he  advimced,  cautiously  feeling  his  way — 
when,  meeting  with  no  impediment,  he  proceeded 
more  confidendy^-guarding  himself  by  a  free 
sweep  of  his  arms  in  advance,  until  he  received  a 
sudden  shock  from  the  cumbrous  post  of  a  bed- 
stead, which  had  eluded  his  left  hand,  but  against 
which  his  right  hand  and  his  body,  in  the  same  mo- 
ment, came  in  rude  contact.  He  staggered,  and,  in 
the  intuitive  impulse  to  check  his  fell,  caught  at 
the  invisifle  object  of  his  disaster— but,  grasping 
the  curtain  in  its  stead,  brought  down  the  rod 
and  half  the  tester,  with  a  tremendous  crash,  upon 
him,  as  he  fell  prostrate  on  the  ground. 

^^  Aire  the  devils  in  hell  broke  loose  P^  bellowed 
a  man^s  voice,  half  choked  with  anger  and  affirigfat, 
and  which  seemed  to  have  suffered  in  the  gaieral 
wreck.  "  Who  are  you— and  what  are  you? — by 
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Jore  I  TU  pepper  you  for  this— or  ^  and 

the  clatter  of  bells,  in  adistant  part  of  the  house, 
shewed,  that  the  tenant  of  the  bed  still  retained 
the  use  of  his  hands. 

"  .Why  donH  you  speak,  and  be  — —  " 

"  Speak  !^— exclaimed  Percy — "  I  am  struck 
dumb — ^for  Heaven^s  sake  !  Sir— who  are  you  ?«— 
and ""  • 

^^  Confound  the  fellow^s  impud^ice-^here  hare 
you  come  to  murder  or  plunder  me  in  my  very 
bed-room — and  to  put  interrogatories  to  a 
By  Jove !  you  are  the  most  impudent — —Stand 
offr — ^for  Percy  had  contrived  to  extricate  him- 
self from  the  wrecks  of  the  bed,  and  appeared  to 
be  approaching  the  speaker — ^^  stand  off— I  am 
armed— Curse  the  fellow,  where  are  my  pistols?^ 
— ^Ring,  ring,  pealed  the  bell — ^^  By  Jov^ !  scoun- 
drel- I^U  hang  you  if  I  can't  shoot  you*" — and 
one  bell-rope  broke  in  his  hand — whilst  the  other 
was  pealing  without  cessation. 

**  Dare  I  trust  my  ears  in  this  chaos— surely, 
surely,  it  is  Mr  Rycott's  voice.'' 

"  So,  so— you've  tracked  me,  have  you  ? — ^you 
had  marked  me  down — ^but  by  Jove  !  — — "  but 
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at  this  moment,  the  Lmdlord  and  two  or  tfaiee 
servants  in  their  shirts,  armed  with  the  first  wea- 
pon, or  utensil  of  offisnce  or  defence,  they  could 
laj  their  hands  upon,  rushed  into  the  room,  and 
checked  the  indignant  speaker,  before  he  had 
eonqpkted  his  denundMion.  The  ostl^,  who 
was  less  in  an  undress  than  his  companions,  hav- 
ing been  up  to  attend  some  coach,  armed  with  a 
pitchfork— peered  over  the  shoulders  of  his 
master,  and  holding  up  his  opened  Lmthomaboye 
his  head,  aSotded  the  only  light  that  could  be 
thrown  over  this  most  extraordinary  scene. 

^<  Lord,  Lord-^it  benH  the  mad  Lord,  broke 
looser 

When  the  landlord  perceived  Percy  in  his  loose 
wrapper,  standing  amid  the  ruin  he  had  created 
—staring  upon  the  bed,  and  tearing  awqr  die 
firagments,  which  hid  the  object,  he  was  so  amd- 
OQS  to  ascertain,  firom  his  view,  he  no  longer  he- 
sitated in  recurring  to  his  former  opiniim,  respect- 
ing that  young  gentleman,  and,  with  that  rapidi- 
ty of  thought,  which,  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye, 
can  embody  inferences,  which  it  wouldoccupy  hours 
to  draw  at  feill  length,  satisfied  Inisel^  Aat  Dr 
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Betketdjke  had  some  concealed  motive  for  leaving 
a  madman  upon  his  hands  for  that  night— all  the 
aasuranees  of  his  fearful  demeanour — all  the  gu». 
rantees  against  accidents  or  escapes,  were  now 
clearly  forfeited,  and  he  scarcely  knew  against 
which  to  vent  his  execrations  and  vengeance  most 
emphatically,  the  doctor  cft  the  patient  The 
latter,  however,  was  present— the  means  were  at 
hand,  and  the  position  of  Percy  gave  him  every 
advantage  he  could  deore.— -Without  hesitating  a 
jiiomeiit--or  one  tenth  part  of  the  time  we  have 
been  talhii^  about  it — he  dashed  forward,  calling 
up(m  his  attendants  to  £[^w.*-and  being  a  stout 
muscular  fellow,  succeeded  in  seizing  Percy^s  arms, 
and  throwing  him  upon  the  ground,  on  which  he 
was  securely  pnioned  by  the  knees  and  hands  of 
two  brawny  assistants— whilst  the  ostler,  who  was 
the  most  vociferous,  but  least  warlike,  <tf  the  par- 
ty, stood  over  him  with  his  elevated  pitchfork— 
and  displayed  his  humbkd  position  by  the  light 
of  hislanthom. 

Percy,  in  vain,  stnq;gled— and  as  vainly  re- 
moitstrated.  The  Indlord  was  roaring  for  his 
wife  and  further  aid— in  order  that  he  might  be 
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ftt  liberty  to  make  a  second  excursion  to  Water- 
bury  for  the  doctor  and  a  strait-waistcoat—*^  Foc^ 
<l— e,''  added  he,  "  my  Lordly  spark,  if  you  slip 
through  my  fingers  again,  without  the  doctor^s 
dressing.^ 

The  only  injured  person  was  the  only  person 
who  Qould  not  make  himself  heard  amidst  thb 
din  of  war,  and  whaoi  the  reader  is  informed,  if  he 
be  not  already  informed,  that  this  was  no  other 
than  Mr  Rycott  himself,  he  will  not  be  surprised 
that  the  worthy  gentleman  did  not  bear  this  inat- 
tention to  his  dignity,  with  any  commendable  por- 
tion of  philosophy  or  endurance.  He  had  eztricat* 
ed  himself  from  jthe  wreck  of  the  tester,  without 
denying  the  smallest  external  aid  from  the  force  he 
hadsimunonedto  it — and  was  sitting  upright  in  the 
bed,  literally  foaming  at  the  mouth,  to  command 
silence — or,  at  least,  a  sufficient  cessation  of  the 
uproar  to  exercise  his  right  prescriptive  to  issue 
his  commands  upon  the  occasion.  He  was  no 
more  r^arded  than  if  he  had  been  a  part  or  por- 
tion of  the  bed  fiimiture,  which  hung  in  tatters 
about  his  ears-^nor,  indeed,  so  much,  for  mine 
host  had,  in  a  parenthesis,  despatched  a  flying 
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oith  upon  the  demoliaher  of  his  wife^s  ^^  best  mo- 
reen bed  !^  whilst  to  the  rayings  of  its  tenant  he 
was,  or  pretended  to  be^  eatiidy  dea£ 

Mr  Bycott— could  he  hare  drawn  the  attention 
of  the  party  to  himself-^n^t  hare  awakened 
their  suspicions)  that,  when  one  strait-waistcoat 
was  soAt  for,  it  might  save  future  trouble  to  pro^. 
vide  two— for,  by  this  time,  he  had  hurled  his 
nightcap,  which  consisted  of  several  folds  of  flee- 
cy hosiery,  web-flannel,  with  lappets,  and  silk  flL 
lets,  at  the  most  conspicuous  object^  namely, 
the  lanthom,  in  ordff  to  draw  attention  to  him- 
self—but he  missed  bis  shot,  and  the  volley  with 
which  it  was  accompanied  was  unheard  or  vaano^ 
ticed. 

Several  inmates,  alarmed  out  of  their  sleep, 
were  now  added  to  the  original  groupe— and  the 
increased  clamour  of  inquiries,  rejdies,  and  re- 
joinders, together  with  the  chorus  of  expedients  to 
secure  a  madman,  who  was  of  course  a  ccmunon 
enemy,  rendered  the  case  of  Bfr  Bycott  still  more 
desperate. 

At  lengthy  after  deqpatdiing  every  thii^  that 
could  be  fidixricated  into  a  missive,  at  the  heads  of 

VOL.  III.  K 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


146  PEBCY  MALLOBY. 

the  Struggling  parties  on  the  floor,  he  coold  hold 
no  longer,  and  kicking  off  the  clothes  firom  the 
bed,  was  about  to  leap  among  the  combatants,  when 
the  landlady  entered  at  the  door,  who,  uttering  a 
scream  which,  dther  firom  being  in  aliOy  and  thus 
contradistinguished  firom  the  general  bass  accom- 
paniment, or  firom  being  fiimiliar  to  certain  ears  in 
the  assembly,  at  once  succeeded  in  doing  that 
which  poor  Mr  Rycott  had  exhausted  his  lungs 
in  vainly  attempting. 

^^  Ar^nt  you  ashamed  of  yourself,^  she  bawled 
out.  to  Mr  Rycott — ^^  Atixt  you  ashamed  of  your- 
self before  the  other  sect  ?— turn  him  into  bed — 
Sam — I  say,  Sam — not  a  maid  shall  enter  the 
room  if         ^ 

There  was  a  pause  for  Rycott  to  cut  in,  which 
he  did  not  fail  to  profit  by — ^'  Let  any  of  your 
rascals  approach  me.  Madam,  and,  by  Jove !  they 
shall  perish,^ — and  he  advanced  towards  the  heat 
of  the  firay,  with  a  long  firagment  of  the  bed-tester 
which  he  had  snatched  firom  the  ground — ^^  Go, 
woman,^  turning  round  indignantly,  ^*  go — and 
send  my  servant  and  Mr  Schwarts — a  scoundrd, 
he  must  sleep  like  a  top.^  The  lady  was  not,  how- 
11 
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ever,  80  submissive.  She  kept  her  word  respect- 
ing the  maidens,  whom  she  despatched  several 
ways  for  more  help ;  but  having  formed  a  sudden 
alliance  with  two  or  three  of  the  guests,  who  had 
hitherto  taken  no  active  part  in  what  was  going 
forward,  but  who  were  willing,  either  from  a  love  of 
mischief,  or  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  matters  to 
a  crisis,  to  a£fbrd  their  assistance  to  her,  she  con- 
trived to  drag  the  counterpane  from  the  bed,  and 
aided  by  the  coalition,  to  throw  it  over  the  whole 
person  of  Mr  Rycott,  and  by  twisting  and  turning 
it,  to  involve  him  in  such  close  folds,  that  not  on- 
ly could  he  not  move  an  arm  or  a  leg,  but  his  very 
voice  was  denied  the  privilege  of  giving  vent  to  his 
tage  and  indignation.  Fortunately,  however,  for 
him,  in  this  crisis  of  his  fate,  his  fiiithful  servant 
Poole  entered,  followed  by  Michael  Schwartz,  with 
a  night-cap  on  his  head,  which  towered  like  a  pyra- 
mid above  his  swarthy  visage,  and  was  bound  with 
an  old  snufiy  silk  pocket-handkerchief  He  held 
up  his  smaQ-clothes,  which  were  made,  it  is  to  be 
presumed,  to  be  sustained  by  braces — ^in  one  hand, 
imder  the  arm  of  which  he  carried  a  large  square 
mahogany  case — whilst  in  his  other  he  grasped 
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several  small  phials,  evidently  filled  with  ssedi- 
cine— which  the  sudden  summons  of  the  Sqdre 
had  suggested  to  him  might  be  called  for — if  not 
necessary  from  some  sudd^  illness. 

^  Ver  de  deifel,^  looking  around  him  aghast,  at 
the  passing  scene,  ^  Verde  deifeleesdeSqaeerer 
and  at  the  moment  Mr  Rycott,  who  recogniied  the 
voice  of  a  friend  at  hand,  made  a  desperate  efibrt 
to  escape  suffocation,  and  overturning  the  land- 
lady, involved  the  unprepared  Michael  Schwarti, 
medidne-case,  bottles,  phials,  and  all,  in  one  coin- 
mon  ruin-— extricating  himself  from  his  mummy 
fields  only  to  share  the  effectsof  his  successful  ex- 
ertions. 

By  this  time  Poole  had  discovered  and  recog- 
nized the  fiice  of  Percy,  though  disfigured  by 
blood,  more  amply  contributed  by  the  wounds  he 
had  inflicted  than  by  those  he  had  received.  He 
as  plainly  saw  that  the  brutality  of  his  assailants — 
whom  it  was  impossible  to  shake  off  dngle-handed 
— ^would  be  restrained  by  no  respect  of  perscmg, 
and  in  a  moment  became  a  principal  in  the  war, 
by  dashing  in  amongst  them,  right  and  left,  with- 
out inquiring  into  the  cause  of  the  contest ;  and, 
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before  they  could  rise  to  unite  their  force  against 
him,  had  raised  Percy  £urly  on  his  legs.  No 
longer  doubtful  of  victory  when  he  saw  who  was 
his  ally,  Percy  seised  upon  a  staff  which  had  Alli- 
en from  the  hands  of  one  of  the  assailants,  and 
stood  upon  the  defensive,  after  giving  due  notice 
of  his  determination  to  fell  the  first  man  who 
should  presume  to  advance  upon  him.  But  Poole, 
who  had  just  stepped  behind  him,  now  advanced, 
and  presenting  him  with  a  pistol— cocked  another 
which  he  held  in  his  hand,  and,  without  frirther 
ceremony,  informed  the  opposite  party,  who  still 
evinoedaspiritof  hostility,  and  a  resolution  to  se- 
cure the  <<  mad  Lord^— ^  that  if  they  did  not 
kave  his  master^s  chamber — *  every  man  John/ 
before  he  could  count  twenty,  he  and  his  young 
Boaster,^  pointing  to  Percy,  '^  who  was  no  more  mad 
than  himself,  would  take  the  chance  of  sending 
four  slugs  each  into  as  many  of  their  stomachers 
as  might  be  ready  to  receive  them  1^ 

This  was  what  may  be  justly  termed  a  decisive 
step— -and  like  decirion  upon  all  occasions  of  diffi- 
culty or  emei^ency,  proved  to  be  effectual^-for 
the  landlady— whetherconsidering  herself  the  bet- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


160  PEBCY  HALLOBY. 

ter  portion  of  the  man  John  her  husband,  oon- 
ceived  herself  included  in  Mr  Poolers  denuncia^ 
tion— or  whether  the  condition  she  found  herself 
in  from  die  large  complement  of  Mr  Bycott^s  me- 
didne^hest,  which  had  fidlen  to  her  share,  im- 
pelled her  to  retire,  certain  it  is,  after  a  scream, 
which  might  be  construed  to  arise  either  ttcm  mo- 
desty, alarm,  or  nausea,  she  sounded  a  retreat — 
and  insisted  upon  her  husband'^s  accompanying  her. 
The  rest  followed  of  course — but  if  the  reader  sup- 
poses that  the  retreat  was  conducted  in  that  espe- 
cial and  orderly  mtinner,  which  is  said  to  contri- 
bute as  much  to  the  character  of  a  general  as  a  yio- 
tory  gained,  he  labours  under  an  error  from  which 
we  are  bound  to  relieve  him.  The  first  part,  in- 
deed, was  of  a  very  rapid  nature— that  is,  from  die 
immediate  musiles  of  the  hand-artillery — but  as 
these  were  dropped,  in  token  of  the  amnesty  im- 
plied, in  case  of  ready  obedience,  the^retreating 
party  resumed  the  valour  of  their  tongues,  un- 
mindful of  an  enemy  on  their  flank,  who  had  en^ 
tered  into  no  conditions,  and  would  have  disdain- 
ed to  give  or  take  any  whilst  his  commands  were 
even  in  suspense.    The  neutrals  had  escaped  even 
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before  the  landlady  had  taken  possession  of  the 
pass  at  the  door,  having  wisely  resolved,  after  re- 
ceiving two  or  three  cuffs  from  Mr  Bycott,  that 
they  ^^  were  only  lodgers.*"  That  gentleman, 
therefinre,  having  cleared  his  part  oi  the  field,  and 
bang  still  intent  on  vengeance  for  such  daring  and 
hitherto  unexfJained  insults  upon  his  dignity, 
most  effectively  seconded  the  lady^s  shrill  sum- 
mons to  her  husband,  by  applying,  with  all  his 
might,  the  flat  side  of  the  frame  work  of  the  va- 
laace,  with  which  he  had  again  armed  himself,  to 
suc^  parts  of  the  retreating  emmy  as  lay  more  pax^ 
ticularly  open  and  exposed  to  his  assault,  thus 
throwing  the  corpa  (Pelite  into  confusion — the  re- 
gular armed  reserve  followed  dose  upon  their 
heels,  and  the  door  was  finally  closed  upon  the  dis- 
comfited invaders,  who  were  clamorous  in  their 
threats  and  execrations  in  the  precise  ratio  of  their 
loss  of  means  to  render  them  effectual. 

Poole  had  fortunately  preserved  the  candle 
which  he  had  brought  with  him,  so  that  the  vic- 
tcHrious  party,  thus  strangely  congr^ted  together, 
were  enabled — after  securing  the  key  of  the  door 
the  inside — to  avail  themselves  of  all  the 
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advantagee,  which  the  poesesiBioii  of  the  field  of 
battle  gare  them.  There  were  finrtnnatdy  no 
dead  to  bury— and  the  wounds  inflicted  i^on 
Mr  Rycott  were  more  on  the  sfini  than  in  the 
fleeh.  He  was  carefiilly  rq^aced  in  his  bed,  by 
Sdiwarti  and  his  companions,  and  although  he 
had  most  manfiilly  eierted  himself  in  the  fri^, 
without  reference  to  his  physical  disqualifications, 
he  was  no  sooner  at  liberty  to  reflect  upon  his 
own  cai^,  than  he  summoned  forth  all  the  speci- 
fics, against  the  ill  e&cts  of  muscular  exertiaaj 
increased  pulsation^k-temporal  throbbings,  and 
pectoral  qpasms,  which  could  be  extracted  from 
the  wreck  of  Michael  Schwartzes  medidne-chest 

Percy  had  escaped  widi  a  few  bruises  whidi 
were  little  heeded,  in  the  couTiction,  that  he 
had— ^though  not  in  the  true  Christian  spirit— 
gi^en  more  than  he  had  received,  and  was,  con- 
sequently, the  more  anxious  to  come  to  an  ex- 
planation with  his  ci-devant  fether,  upon  the  ex- 
traordinary drcumstuice  of  their  meeting— and 
of  the  causes  wfaidi  hadfbmished  the  materials 
ferit 

It  appeared  diat  Mr  Rycott,  upon  leceiTii^ 
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Perey^f  account  c£  the  disoo^ery  of  his  gm,  in 
the  person  of  Lord  Brandon,  had  resolved  upon 
a  joumej  to  London,  in  order  to  investigate  this 
siysteiiou^  affiur,  and  in  the  hope  that  the  young 
man  might  yet  recover,  and  by  a  course  of  disci, 
pline,  under  his  own  especial  care,  be  rendered 
what  Percy  had  become — as  he  afllrmed — under 
a  similar  mode  of  training.  He  had  arrived  the 
previous  evening  at  the  inn,  and  being  much  fiu 
tigued  by  a  long  day'^s  journey,  had  immediately 
ordered  a  bed  to  be  wanned — bathed  his  feet, 
taken  a  warm  mess,  and  retired  for  the  purpose 
of  enjoying  a  long  nighf  s  rest — ^previous  to  the 
journey  of  the  succeeding  day.  How  far  he  ac- 
OHnplished  his  object  we  have  seen— but  as  his 
indignation  had  been  altogether  centred  and  di- 
rected, in  the  latter  part  of  the  transaction,  against 
the  assailants  of  Percy,  our  yoimg  firiend  escaped 
the  weight  of  his  displeasure,  which  would  natu« 
rally  have  fidlen  upon  him,  had  the  affiur  ended 
in  the  unseasonable,  however  unintentional,  in- 
terruption of  so  important  a  nighf  s  rest. 

It  was  agreed  on  all  hands,  that  the  more  de- 
tailed explanation  of  events  on  either  side  should 
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be  postponed  until  the  morning ;  but  the  pcnnt 
was  not  finally  carried,  owing  to  the  quesdont 
which  arose,  and  which  Mr  Bycott  insisted  upon 
having  answered  in  his  own  way,  until  Sdiwarts 
settled  the  business,  by  declaring  he  would  not 
answer  for  his  patient^s  being  able  to  move  all  the 
next  day,  unless  he  slept  off  the  effects  of  the 
composing  draught,  which  he  had  just  admini- 
itered. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

SoMS  caution  was  now  necessary  in  order  to 
secure  a  safe  retreat — and  fortunately  for  the 
garrison,  about  to  be  abandoned  by  its  more  ac- 
tive defenders,  a  night-bolt  was  discovered  at- 
tadied  to  the  door,  which  served  the  governor 
instead  of  a  drawbridge  or  portcullis,  to  secure 
him  from  hostile  incursions  from  without. 

All  appeared  quiet  in  the  adjoining  passages ; 
and  although  voices  were  heard  at  a  distance,  it 
was  evident  that  the  sound  proceeded  from  the 
regions  below — and  that  our  party  might  proceed 
to  their  several  destinations,  which  were  on  the 
chamber  floor,  without  any  further  apprehension 
of  molestation. 

'    Schwartz  and  Poole  were  able,  without  difficul- 
ty, to  find  their  apartments — and  Percy,  who, 
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with  the  aid  of  alight,  recognised  the  podtkm  of 
hifl — only  requested  them  to  accompany  him  to 
the  door,  in  order  that  he  might  incur  no  nev 
adventures,  by  again  faUing  into  an  errcnr  whidi 
had  occasioned  so  much  uproar  and  mischief 

When  he  had  sdsed  the  handle  of  the  loA  in 
his  hand,  he  whispered  ^^  Good  night^  to  his  com- 
panions, but  finding  that  the  door  did  not  yidd 
immediately  to  his  attempt  to  open  it,  be  cded 
them  badcwith  alo(&of  somesurpiise— fi»  noUmly 
did  he  fisel  assured,  after  hxddng  about  him  iq^ 
finr  a  moment,  that  this  was  his  proper  destin*- 
tioD,  but  his  boots  had  been  left  on  the  outside  of 
the  threshold,  whidi  marked  it  without  questioB 
as  his  own  room.  He  turned  the  lode  badnrards 
and  forwards,  but  still  the  door  remained  firm ; 
and  he  could  no  longer  doubt  that  it  was  locked, 
perhaps  within,  but  if  without,  the  key  had  bees 
carried  awqr. 

It  was  unanimously  decided,  that  this  was  a 
manoeuvre  of  the  enemy,  and  diat  the  <mly  re- 
medy was  to  retort  it,  by  forcing  open  the  barrier 
to  the  chamber,  which,  by  the  right  and  title  of 
purchased  hospitality,  was  Percy's  own  ca^  fir 

10' 
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the  space  and  duration  of  that  night  at  least 
The  firail  nature  of  the  impediment  opposed 
little  resistance  to  his  shoulder^  when  manfully 
set  against  it  The  door  flew  open  upon  the 
first  shock,  but,  as  he  smiled  to  his  companicmsat 
his  success,  and  was  stepping  jfbrwaid  to  enter, 
a  female  form  rushed  through  the  breach  at  the 
same  moment,  and  in  her  flight,  not  only  knock* 
ed  the  candle  bom  the  loose  hold  which  Pode 
had  upon  it,  but  nearly  overthrew  the  whole  pha- 
lanx, who  had  been  unprepared  for  so  rude  and 
active  a  manoeuvre. 

Whither  the  fugitive  had  flown,  was  as  much 
a  mystery  as  her  previous  occupation  of  the  room 
«-fbr,  having  achieved  her  escape  by  the  dis- 
comfiture  of  her  invaders,  not  a  foot-fidl  was  to 
be  heard,  nor  a  sound  returned  to  the  exclama- 
tions of  the  trio,  who,  in  their  ^speration  and 
subsequent  surprise,  had  prepared  themselves,  i 
guerre  ouvertey  for  a  renewal  of  hostilities  fixmi 
the  faction  below. 

In  this,  however,  they  were  agreeably  disap- 
pointed,  for  they  were  left  to  deliberate  upon 
their  future  operations,  although  in  the  daric, 
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without  interruption,  and  nothing  fbrther  occur- 
ring to  present  the  execution  of  their  original 
plan ;  Percy  was  placed  in  secure  possession  of 
his  chamber,  whilst  Poole  and  Schwarts  enter- 
tained  no  doubt  with  respect  to  the  discovery  of 
thdr  own,  even  without  the  hdp  of  a  light. 

Percy's  first  object  was  to  secure  himsdf 
against  intrusion,  which  required  some  effort  of 
ingenuity,  considering  the  fractured  state  of  Us 
principal  barrier.  He  therefiyre  drew  out  a  chest 
of  drawers,  which  he  discovered  near  at  hand  for 
his  purpose,  and  placed  them  against  the  bread, 
any  attempt  to  remove  which,  by  external  eflbrt, 
must  necessarily  awaken  him  from  his  sleep, 
should  he  be  finrtunate  enough  to  secure  such  a 
blessing  after  the  toils  and  adventures  of  this 
eventful  day. 

Alas  !  no  man  can  see  beyond  his  nose  in  cal- 
culating the  fixture,  and  Percy  fi^und  that  die 
more  anxiously  he  desired  and  needed  rest,  the 
fiirther  it  appeared  to  recede  from  him.  He  toss- 
ed and  turned  in  his  bed^  and  if  a  momentary 
oblivion  passed  over  his  senses — ^he  was  roused 
by  some  imaginary  noise,  or  baffled  by  some  in* 
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voluntary  motion  of  his  own.  Again,  all  the  cir^ 
cumstances  and  events  of  the  day  poured  in  up- 
on him,  like  waters  through  an  imperceived  vent 
in  a  flood-gate.  He  tried  in  vain  to  check  the 
inundation,  by  opening  an  outiet  into  a  train  of 
thought,  wholly  dissonant  and  unconnected  with 
the  recent  passages  of  his  life.  In  vain— Mor- 
pheus had  taken  some  mortal  oflfence  at  this  his 
impatient  votary,  and  though  it  may  be  predict- 
ed generally  of  the  whole  household,  that  his  god^ 
ship^s  poppies  were  by  tiiis  time  bountifully  dis- 
tributed through  every  other  apartment,  high  and 
low,  of  this  extensive  hostelrie,  not  a  leaf,  a  grain, 
or  a  drop,  was  granted  to  the  feverish  supplications 
c£  our  poor  firiend  Percy. 

As  he  lay  thus  desponding  and  restiess— he 
fimded  that  he  heard  a  noise,  which  differed  from 
the  throbbing  and  ringing  of  his  own  pulses,  in  the 
ear.  He  listened— ^md  it  was  repeated  in  a  less 
questionable  appeal  to  his  senses — ^for  the  heavy 
sash  of  an  old-fiishioned  window,  however  cau« 
tiously  raised,  wUl,  with  the  various  accompani- 
ments of  warped  timber,  shrunken  lintek,  creak- 
ing puUies,  and  a  swinging  lead  weight,  contrive 
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to  convejrto  the  ears  of  any  one  disposed  or  oonpeU 
led  tolisten  to  wluit  is  goh^  forward,  certain  inldE- 
gence  of  its  movements.  In  the  present  instasoe 
it  told  its  story  so  plainly  tod  audibly,  that  our 
watchfiil  firiend  could  not  be  deceived,  bad  he 
•been  even  disposed  to  be  so — but  this  was  by  no 
means  die  case.  He  felt  thai  he  was  in  a  state 
of  siege,  however  innocently  he  had  been  invdv- 
ed  as  a  principal  in  the  war— -and  he  doubted  not 
that  the  en^ny,  like  a  skilful  general,  was  about 
to  avail  himself  of  the  position  which  not  cady 
cut  him  off  finmi  his  allies,  but  which,  not  being 
fortified  like  the  door,  lay  opai  and  naked  to  his 
attack.  Percy  reverted  to  his  former  suspickm 
that  young  Dossiter  was  at  the  bottom  of  the 
conspiracy.  Ignorant  of  the  numbers,  as  of  the 
mode  by  whidi  the  assault  was  to  be  made  by 
the  invader  or  invaders,  he  considered  it  more 
prudent  to  watch  thar  movemoits,  before  he  le* 
sorted  to  more  active  measures  fyr  his  defence. 

He  therefore  slipped  gently  out  of  bed,  and 
proceeded  with  the  utmost  caution  towanb 
the  window,  firom  which  his  former  alarm  had 
arisen,  and  to  which  he  was  now  the  more  easily 
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guided  by  an  indistinct  glimmer  of  light  which 
shone  through  the  curtains,  and  which  he  wel- 
comed as  the  harbinger  of  coming  day.  In  this, 
however,  he  was  mistaken — and  he  perceived,  on 
gently  opening  a  small  portion  of  the  curtain  at 
the  side,  that  the  light  proceeded  from  a  lanthom 
on  the  ground  below  the  window,  and  served  to 
disj^y  the  outline  of  a  female  figure,  mounted 
evidently  on  a  ladder,  and  with  all  the  precau- 
tions necessary  to  secret  operations,  proceeding 
to  raise  the  sash  in  the  manner  we  have  before 
described. 

If  Percy  lost  all  apprehension  of  hostile  inten- 
tions when  he  discovered  the  sex  of  his  invader, 
he  was  involved  in  greater  doubt  and  difficulty, 
as  to  the  object  of  the  invasion,  and  curiosity  im- 
pelled him  to  preserve  the  same  cautious  mode 
of  operation,  which  a  sense  of  personal  danger 
had  previously  suggested. 

The  sash  rose,  not  by  inches,  but  by  digits, 
(Heaven  protect  us  from  the  guilt  of  a  pun  in 
such  a  moment,)  and  a  pause  of  several  seconds 
followed  every  creak,  or  crack,  or  hitch,  occasion- 
ed by  setting  the  ponderous  machine  in  motion. 

VOL.  III.  L 
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At  length  the  opening  became  sufficiently  enkrg- 
ed,  to  admit,  with  some  incbnyenience,  the  head 
of  the  intruding  party,-^which  moved  timidly 
around  in  every  direction,  with  the  obvious  inten- 
tion of  viewing^  as  far  as  it  was  possible^  the  in- 
ternal state  of  the  garrison. — A  moment  of  irreso- 
lution foUowed — but  all  remaining  silent,  an  at- 
tempt was  made  to  awaken  the  attention,  as  it 
should  appear,  of  some  expected  adly,  within  die 
garrison  itself! 

Percy  began  to  enjoy  the  scene.  He  could 
account  for  the  absence  of  the  party  within,  al- 
though he  was  as  much  at  a  loss  as  ever  to  ac- 
count for  her  temporary  occupation  of  the  apart- 
ment from  which  he  had  witnessed  her  rapid  and 
mysterious  retreat  He  resolved  to  lie  perduy  in 
order  to  watch  the  event  of  the  escalade,  and  to 
catch,  if  possible,  some  dew,  which,  he  could  not 
divest  himself  of  the  suspicion,  must  stiD  lead  to 
something  connected  with  his  previous  adven- 
tures. 

^^  Hist !  hist  !^  was  gently  insinuated  through 
the  opening — ^no  answer — "  Ma^am — Miss'' — still 
the  summons  was  imnoticed. — Percy  smiled  in- 
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waidly  at  his  own  knowledge  of  the  cause — and 
at  the  evident  symptoms  of  disappointment,  which 
were  displayed  as  strongly  as  the  critical  situation 
of  the  individual  would  permit  her  to  exhibit,  by 
a  sort  of  <<  duck^  wtto  voce. 

Another  attempt  was  made  with  an  air  of  des- 
peration, but  still  in  a  low  whisper. — "  Are  you 
there,  Ma^am  ? — ^pray,  speak.**^ — ^And  the  reader 
may  judge  of  Percy^s  astonishment,  when,  within 
a  few  paces  of  himself,  he  heard  another  voice, 
thus  reluctantly  called  forth,  as  was  evident,  by 
the  apprehension  of  increasing  audacity  on  the 
part  of  the  ally,  whispering,  ^^  Hush !  hush  !^ 
Surprised,  but  not  thrown  off  his  guard,  he  still 
preserved  the  most  profound  silence,  and  con- 
tracted, rather  than  enlarged  the  opening,  which 
gave  him  a  full  view  of  the  space  between  the 
curtain  and  the  deeply  recessed  window.  His 
motions  had  been  so  wary  and  silent,  in  the  first 
instance,  that  he  had  reason  to  hope  they  had 
escaped  the  observation  of  the  enemy  he  had  un- 
knowingly sheltered  within,  as  well  as  from  the 
intruder  without.  This  appeared  to  be  the  case, 
for  he  soon  perceived  the  opposite  division  of  the 
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curtain  b^in  to  move  and  flutter,  and,  in  a  few 
seconds,  sufficiently  withdrawn,  to  discover  some- 
thing in  the  form  and  fiishion  of  a  head  projected 
forwards,  so  as  to  approach  nearer  towards  con- 
tact with  the  other,  which  appeared  pre^qtie  gtctf- 
laHfUy  as  it  turned  to  meet  it 

'^  Is  the  fiellow  asleep  P^  was  Uie  first  whisper- 
ed question. 

«  Hush  r 

^^  Do  you  hei^  him  moYc  ?^ 

^^  Two  minutes  ago— he  was  talkii^  ^ 

"  To  whom  ?" 

«  To  himself.'' 

*^  In  his  sleep?'' 

"  I  fear  not." 

^^  It  is  impossible  for  you  to  creep  out  here, 
unless  we  can  get  the  sash  up.  Ma'am." 

"  I  must  try— Hush  !" 

^^  What  could  they  put  the  man  here  fer  ?— all 
would  have  been  well,  but  for  him." 

<<  I  beg,"  cried  Percy,  obtruding  his  head 
through  the  curtain,  and  laughing  at  the  impedi- 
ment he  had  unintentionally  thrown  in  the  w$j 
of  some  arrangement,  in  whidi,  it  was  now  dear, 
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he  bad  no  part  or  share  destined  to  him ;  <<  I 
beg,  ladies,  that  I  may  not  prove  any  interrup- 
tion to  your  schemes,  of  whatever  nature  they 
may  be. — So  far  firom  opposing,  I  beg  leave  to 
assure  you  of  my  hearty  concurrence  in  any  mea- 
sures which  may  tend  to  facilitate  them.'" 

A  slight  shriek  escaped  from  the  two  female 
"lips. 

^^  Good  God  !^  exclaimed  the  one  of  the  inte- 
rior, and  the  curtain  wavered  in  her  hand,  ere  it 
closed  upon  the  speaker. 

**  Why,  the  man^s  in  his  shirt,  I  verily  be- 
lieve,^ cried  the  other. 

**  Darkness,  Madam,^  answered  Percy,  "  is  a 
sufficient  coverings— even  if  the  curtain  were  not 
a  more  substantial         ^ 

^'  I  beg  we  may  have  none  of  your  impudence. 
Sir," — ^for,  it  must  be  acknowledged,  that  Percy's 
tone  and  manner,  which  the  vulgarity  of  the  lady 
at  the  window  appeared  to  warrant,  were  more 
light  and  flippant  than  might  be  exactly  justified 
before  a  jury  of  high-bred  dames. 

**  For  Heaven's  sake,  do  not  alarm  the  house,'' 
cried  the  lady  dernier  la  coulisse — and  the  sounds 
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were  of  so  different  a  character,  that  Percy  no 
longer  felt  disposed  to  persevere  in  the  language 
of  banter  or  levity. 

*^  Let  me  entreat^^  he  said,  ^^  that  you.  Ma- 
dam,^ addressing  a  piece  of  agitated  curtain  dra- 
pery, ^^  will  command  my  3ervices,  in  whatever 
they  may  best  contribute  to  eitiicate  you  from 
the  difficulties  in  which  you  appear  to  be  involv- 
ed— ^in  one  moment,  I  shall  be  prepared  to  await 
your  directions  ;^  and  he  precipitately  retreated 
»<»irefully  avoiding  the  direction  from  whi^  t)ie 
voice  he  had  addressed  had  originally  proceeded 
— ^to  the  interior,  and  darkest  recesses  of  the 
apartment. 

Some  consultation,  in  Uie  mean  time,  was  car- 
ried on  in  whispers  by  his  mysterious  visitors; 
and  by  the  time  Percy  had  hastily  equipped  him- 
self, the  lady — ^for  the  little  which  had  escaped 
her,  was  sufficient  to  establish  her  daim  to  that 
title  with  him^-was  in  the  act  of  placing  herself 
on  the  ladder,  from  which  the  other  was  descend- 
ing, and  supporting  her  in  the  rear. — He  flew  to 
her  assistance,  and  again  proffered  his  services 
with  a  sincerity  which  could  not  be  mistaken. 
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She  paused  in  her  descent,  as  one  of  his  arms  en- 
drded  her  waist,  and  the  other  guided  her  hand 
to  the  hold  upon  the  ladder. 

^^  Hold  up  the  lanthom,  my  good  woman,"^  he 
whispered  to  the  woman,  who  had,  by  this  time, 
reached  the  ground. 

'^  No,  no,^  cried  the  Udy,  who  had  descended 
so  fiur  as  to  bring  her  face  in  a  direct  line  with 
Fercy'^8,  as  he  strained  himself  from  the  window 
to  assist  her  descent — and  approaching,  indeed, 
as  nearly  as  decency  would  admit,  to  immediate 
contact.— The  woman  below  either  did  not  hear 
the  co^ntermand^  or  was  intuitively  inclined  to 
obey  a  lord  of  the  creaticm,  for  she  raised  the  lant- 
hom  sufficiently  high  to  throw  a  strong  light  upon 
th^  £ttces  of  those  above — and  nearly  sufficient  to 
have  involved,  and  overturned  the  happiness  of 
two  of  the  most  amiable  of  Heaven''s  creation. 

"  Gracious  Providence  !"  exclaimed  Percy — 
and  his  hold  had  nearly  relaxed  from  the  half 
suspended  object  whom  he  thus  recognized. 

"  Percy  ! — ^that  voice  could  not  have  deceived 
me^ — and  the  additional  weight  which  fell  upon 
his  arm— called  the  other  to  his  aid — and  within 
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their  compass,  he  held  all  that  earth  contaiiied 
capable  of  realiAang  his  hopes  and  ensuring  his 
happiness. 

Oh  I  that  it  were  not  proftne  to  smile  in  such  a 
moment  of  blessed  recognition — ^bnt  it  must  not 
be. — Fair — gentle — romantic  reader,  reflect  only 
upon  the  bUss,  which  so  unexpected  a  meeting 
must  have  shed  over  the  souk  of  lovers  devoted 
like  Percy  Mallory  and  Loo  Bellenden-^— and  for- 
get, if  possible,  the  awkward  position  in  whidi 
the  Fates  thought  proper  to  place  them,  in  the 
most  interesting  moment  of  their  lives.  Htfe 
could  be  no  kneeling — ^no  throwing  of  eyes,  blue 
or  black,  upon  the  ground — ^no  waving  of  hands, 
or  display  of  white  kerchiefs — ^Percy  was  in  the 
position  of  a  warehouse-man  letting  down  a  bale 
of  goods,  without  the  advantage  <^  a  crane— and 
the  all  beautifiil,  all  dignified  Loo  BeUenden 
hanging  suspended  in  mid-air,  like — ^for  the  si- 
mile must  also  be  consistendy  preserved — the 
bale  of  goods  itself. — Percy  felt  not  the  wd^t 
of  his  treasure— but  how  it  came  there,  was  the 
first  question  that  suggested  itself  to  his  inquiry, 
after  he  had  redovered  his  sense&-*fbr,  although 
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nether  he  nor  his  fidr  burthen  fell  from  thdr  ele- 
▼fttioii — ^it  was  not  until  some  time  after  their  de- 
scent upon  terra  firma^  that  either  of  them  was 
sufficiently  recovered  to  advert,  even  to  an  exphi- 
nation  <^  this  extraordinary  rencontre,  and  the 
still  more  extraordinary  circumstances  which  had 
led  to  it  . 

This  was  done,  when  it  came  to  be  done,  in  the 
shortest  and  most  summary  maimer,  oonristent 
with  a  dear  understanding  <^  their  actual  posL> 
tion — but  as  the  generality  of  our  readers  may 
not*  be  so  quick  in  understanding  us,  as  two  lovers 
who  so  thcnroughly  understood  every  turn  of  coun- 
t^iance,  and  every  half  word,  which  spoke  vo- 
lumes to  each  other, — ^we  must  postpone  the  ex- 
planation for  a  short  period,  in  order  to  leave  our 
two  young  friends  at  liberty  to  pursue  such  mea- 
sures, as  were  found  necessary  in  this  critical  pos- 
ture of  affiurs.  After  various  suggestions — and 
many  obstacles,  which  propriety  and  the  rules  of 
society,  which  presented  themselves  in  the  shape 
of  otgections,  on  the  part  of  the  young  lady,  had 
been  removed,  it  was  finally  resolved,  that  horses 
should  be  provided  fr«Hn  another  inn— in  order  to 
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prevent  /my  alarm,  or  let  or  hiodranoe  from  die 
household,  whose  hostile  disposition,  during  the 
previous  part  of  the  night,  gave  little  hope  of 
cordial  aid  or  assistance,  should  it  be  roused  out 
<^  its  present  state  of  inactivity.  The  aid-du- 
camp,  who  stood  aloof  during  this  council  of  lo- 
vers, was  now  summoned  as  the  agent  of  th^ 
will— and  a  liberal  addidpn  to  what  she  had  al- 
jready  earned  in  the  ^ryice,  together  with  her 
perfect  knowledge  of  the  C6>rifi  dupaysy  rendered 
h^r  as  active  as  she  was  iisefiil  in  the  progress  of 
^heir  measures. 

Percy  re-ascended  the  ladder — and  removing 
the  impediment  which  he  had  placed  as  a  bairica- 
do  to  his  door,  stole,  by  the  help  of  the  first  djtwn 
of  morning,  to  his  original  setting-room,  and  to 
^  perfect  satisfactioii,  found  the  blue  leather 
trunk  safe  and  untouched  where  he  had  depodted 
it  on  the  preceding  night  He  now  secured  it 
with  his  other  moveables — ^wrote  a  few  hasty  lines 
to  be  delivered  to  Mr  Rycott  in  the  morning, 
stating  an  urgent  and  indispensable  call  to  Lon- 
don as  the  cause  of  his  abrupt  departure— and  en- 
treating to  see  him  on  his  arrival  in  town. — ^Widi 
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the  note  lie  left  what,  he  thought,  would  more  than 
cover  any  pecuniary  donands  ujnm  him,  on  the 
scoieofho^tality — anddespendedthe  ladder,  just 
asfbur  posters  firo^t  die  ne^^ihouxing^inn  wetehar- 
nessed  to  Lord  Harweden^s  cariiage,  and  Loo 
Bellenden,  with  a  decent-looking  young  woman, 
as  her  companion,  had  aLrefidy  taken  her  seat  in 
it.  The  wheel  boy,  who  acted  as  footman  on  the 
occasion,  as  he  held  tjie  door  iq  his  hand,  just 
ready  to  give  it  the  last  hearty  jerk  home — said,, 
with  a  look,  whidi  could  not  he  misunderstood, 
«NorVard,Sir?'' 

'^  No  such  thing— on  as  fast  as  you  can  lay 
heda  to  the  ground  to  Stilt<9i  !^ 

,The  door  was  shut  with  less  vigor— -and  a 
wink  from  the  lad  to  the  woman,  who  kept  boh- 
.bing  her  thanks  and  adieus  with  her  now  almost 
nsdess  lanthorn,  intimated  something  between  a 
sense  of  disappointment,  and  a  r^pret  that  he  had 
been  so  unnecessarily  put  upon  his  mettle,  to  ex- 
pedite matters  for  a  mete  dog-trot  expedition 
southward. 

It  may  be  supposed  that  die  lovers,  thus  brought 
together,  after  so  long  a  separation,  had  no  hiten- 
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don  of  repamng  the  deficiencies  <^  their  nig^^s 
feet— aldiough  Percy/in  very  bad  French,  ren- 
tured  to  aak  Miss  Bellenden  if  her  bodkin  friend 
had  been  equally  disturbed  with  themsdyes. 

**  We  have  neither  of  us  been  in  bed,**  was  Ae 
direct  answer. 

^^  Humph  !"*  said  Percy,  whilst  he  hailed  widi 
delight  the  gradual  approaches  <^  the  leaden  God 
towards  the  damsel,  who  first  displayed  his  influ- 
ence upon  the  quivering  eye-lids  of  the  poor  giil, 
by  the  obvious  tendency  <^  her  head  to  sink  upon 
Percy's  shoulder. — He  b^ged  her  **  not  to  mind 
him,^  as  he  endeavoured  to  accommodate  himsd^ 
so  as  to  catch  her  when  she  should  nod  again, 
upon  the  jnllow,  which  she  thus  instinctivdy 
sought. 

At  length  he  was  successftil,  and  he  gave  Loo 
Bellenden  a  look,  whidi  there  was  light  enough 
now  to  convey  to  her,  and  what  was  still  mcnre 
important,  sufficient  to  carry  back  an  approving 
and  sympathetic  smile  upon  the  success  of  his 
project 

But  it  is  the  fate  of  man's  schemes  to  carry  dis- 
appointment even  into  their  utmost  firuition.— 
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When  the  conversation,  as  was  naturaUy  and  m- 
evitaUy  die  case,  began  to  grow  more  and  more 
deeply  mteresdng,  Percy,  whose  mouth  was  with- 
in two  inches  of  the  chaperovi^a  ear — and  whose 
heart  was  dose  under  the  spot  he  had  so  inge- 
niously chosen  for  her  head,  was  incapable  of  ut- 
tering a  word  above  his  breath,  lest  he  should 
rouse  his  dormant  partner,  even  if  she  escaped 
from  the  disturbance  of  die  palpitations,  which 
were  visibly  operating  upon  her  head,  as  it  rose 
and  fell  responsively  to  them. 

The  penalty  of  Tantalus  was  a  tread-mill,  in 
comparison  with  the  rack,  upon  which  our  young 
firiend  was  stretched,  until,  rendered  desperate,  he 
determined  to  make  an  effort  to  extricate  himself 
bixok  diis  new  species  of  torture.  He  contrived 
to  slip  a  military  cloak,  which  had  been  put  into 
the  carriage,  as  the  rq^ular  travelling  companicm 
of  Lord  Harweden,  from  beneath  him — and  to 
roll  it  up,  so  as  to  form  a  pillow — not  the  softest 
-—on  his  knees — and  gradually  suffering  the  un- 
conscious sleeper — ^who,  to  do  her  justice,  seemed 
as  admirably  qualified  for  her  office  as  any  of  her 
illustrious  archetypes  of  Ephesus — to  drop,  inch  by 
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inch>  at  every  stroi^  resjorationi  of  the  lung*— 
which  we  do  not  choose  to  deognste  by  the  vulgar 
term  in  nse  for  it— from  the  shoulder,  down  the 
tarn,  until  he  safely  lodged  her  head,  with  the 
single  alarm  of  a  most  portentous  nasal  ejacula- 
tion, as  he  released  himself  somewhat  too  sudden^ 
ly  from  his  supporting  position,  on  the  spot  des^ 
tined  for  its  reception. 

All  was  now  as  it  should  be,  or  Us  nearly  so 
as  circumstances  would  admit — and  Percy  lost 
not  a  moment  in  pouriAg  out  all  that  he  had  to  say^ 
in  return  for  all  that  he  had  hitherto  beai  only 
able  to  listen  to. 

But  we  shall  sooner  arrive  at  all  that  can  be  in- 
teresting to  our  readers,  by  avoiding  the  minute 
details  which  were  spread  over  ninety  miles  of  so- 
lid turnpike  road,  and  left  half  untold  by  the 
loquacious  interlocutors.  It  has  already  been  seen, 
that  the  Dossiters  had  taken  their  measures  to  se- 
cure the  person  of  Lord  Harweden^s  daughter  up- 
on the  death,  orprobability  of  the  death,  of  thesup- 
posed  Lord  Brandon — and  that  a  supplementary 
scheme  for  the  equal  security  of  Percy  MaDory, 
when  he  appeared  in  the  character  of  Lord  Hsr- 
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weden^s  agent,  had  suggested  itself  to  the  fertile 
mhid  of  the  elder  of  the  schemers. 

How  Miss  Bellenden  has  so  suddenly  and  un- 
expectedly made  her  appearance  in  this  melie — 
some  sagacious  readers,  and  all  the  reviewers, 
win  immediately  ascertain  to  their  own  satisfiic- 
tion — ^but,  as  we  write  for  all  classes  and  descrip- 
tions of  persons,  and  not  for  conjurors  alone,  we 
win  set  down  the  matter  in  the  more  orderly  form 
of  historical  narrative — ^but  we  must  reserve  this 
for  a  separate  chapter. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

That  Loo  BeUenden  was  die  dRughter  of 
Lord  Harweden,  may,  by  this  tune^  be  probaUy 
guessed— but  how  she  became  so  completely  de- 
pendent upon  Mr  Clement  Dossiter  remains  to  be 
explained,  not  only  to  our  readers,  but  to  the 
young  lady  herself. 

When  the  Countess  of  Hanreden  announced 
her  unexpected  pregnancy,  it  will  be  remembered, 
that,  in  her  husband^s  confessions  to  Percy,  his 
Lordship  had  resolved,  for  some  fiunily  purposes, 
coiUe  qui  coute,  to  have  a  son  and  heir.  His 
plans,  so  ably  seconded  by  Dossiter,  it  will  be  abo 
recollected,  were  ultimately  successful,  and  a  male 
child  was  substituted  for  the  daughter  to  whidi 
her  Ladyship  gave  birth.  As  the  lady  was  not 
to  be  admitted  into  the  confidence  of  the  oonfede- 
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rates,  there  might  have  been  a  difficulty  in  convin- 
cing her,  that  she  had  produced  twins — although 
there  was  none,  under  proper  management,  of  sar- 
dsfying  her,  that  she  had  produced  a  boy  instead 
of  a  girl.  The  immediate  disposal  of  the  legiti- 
mate ofispring,  therefore,  devolved,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  upon  Mr  Clement  Dossiter,  who  received 
no  other  ii\]unction  respecting  the  discharge  of  his 
duty,  than  that  the  unfortunate  child  should  be 
safely  disposed  of  at  a  distance,  and  that  every 
clew  or  trace  connected  with  her  birth  should  be 
carefully  obliterated  or  concealed. 

The  widow  of  an  officer,  distantly  related  to  the 
Dossiters,  had  been  rather  importunate  in  her  ap- 
plication to  that  gentleman  for  certain  sums  in 
which  he  stood  indebted  to  her  late  husband,  but 
for  which  her  vouchers  were  defective  in  some  of 
the  technicalities  of  the  law. — What  would  have 
been  the  £Eite  of  Mrs  Bellenden^s  claims,  had  they 
rested  solely  upon  Mr  Dossiter's  construction  of 
them,  we  have  no  certain  means  of  ascertaining ; 
but,  fortunately  for  her,  having  free  access  to  the 
resources  of  my  Lord  Harweden,  on  the  present 
occasion,  he  settled  upon  the  lady,  under  profes- 
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fiions  of  an  overstrained  liberality,  a  handsome  an- 
nuity, clogged  with  the  simple  condition  of  a  re- 
sidence on  the  continent,  and  the  education  of  a 
female  orphan,  who  was  for  a  certain  period  to 
pass  for  her  own  offspring. 

Of  Mrs  Bellenden  we  have  heard  but  little, 
•  but  that  little  is  sufficient  to  shew  how  conscien- 
tiously she  discharged  the  duty  which  thus  acci- 
dentally devolved  upon  her — and,  if  the  reader 
could  have  gazed  upon  the  lovely  animated  coun- 
tenance— and  have  listened  to  the  voice  of  troth 
in  such  accents  of  fluent  melody,  as  poured  frcm 
the  pure  lips  of  Loo  Bellenden,  while  she  con- 
versed as  compagnon  de  voyage  with  her  admir- 
ing lover,  he  would  with  him  have  expressed  hb 
wonder  and  admiration,  that  such  a  piece  of  per- 
fect workmanship  could  ever  have  been  the  pro- 
duct of  one  whom  a  Dossiter  had  selected  for  the 
task.  It  is  only  necessary  to  say,  that  the  wor- 
thy lawyer  knew  little  about  the  person  thus  se- 
lected, beyond  her  pecuniary  claims  upon  him ; 
and  for  the  safer  custody  of  a  secret,  which  was 
as  important  at  that  period  to  his  own  interests, 
as  to  those  of  his  noble  employer—- his  communi- 
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cations  were  strictly  limited  to  what  he  always 
professionally  termed — ^the  needfiil. 

Upon  the  death  of  this  excellent  woman,  a  new 
arrangement  became  neeessar/,  and  Dossiter, 
tbinlring  that  the  young  lady  might  with  safety 
be  now  brought  nearer  home,  and  haying  already, 
firom  the  dissipated  course  of  life  pursued  by  the 
su{q[K)sed  Lord  Brandon,  foreseen  the  probable 
advantages  of  uniting  her  with  his  own  son,  as 
she  would,  by  the  death  of  the  male  heir,  become 
entitled  to  a  considerable  property  entailed  upon 
the  children  of  Lord  Harweden,  in  the  event  of 
•  the  title  descending  to  a  collateral  heir,  he  laid 
his  plans  so  as  to  meet  the  several  exigencies  in 
the  event  of  prompt  measures  becoming  necessary. 

As  a  preliminary  step,  he  had  contrived  so  to 
embarrass  the  property  of  his  employer — ^i^hose 
previous  dissipated  mode  of  life,  with  the  heavy 
drains  upon  his  purse  by  Lord  Brandon,  and  theha- 
bitual  neglect  of  his  affairs,  had  rendered  him  al- 
most  dependant  upon  his  agent — ^that  ruin  and 
exposure  seemed  at  one  and  the  same  moment  to 
Btare  the  unfortunate  nobleman  in  the  face*  It 
was  made  to  appear  to  him,  that  should  the  exist- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


180  PBECY  MALLORY. 

ence  of  a  legitimate  daughter  ever  be  disconr- 
ed — and  any  daimant  arise  to  demand  an  account 
of  the  property  to  vhich  she  was  I^ally  entitled, 
it  would  be  found,  that  he  had  trenched  upon  it 
in  some  instances,  and  in  others  had  so  deeply 
mortgaged  it,  that  a  foreclosure  was  threatened,  and 
could  only  be  averted  by  the  immediate  payment 
of  a  considerable  sum  of  money.  Lord  Harweden 
was  never  intended  by  nature  to  be  a  rogue.  He 
had  been  seduced  by  strong  passions,  and  with 
the  devil  at  his  elbow — ^we  speak  figurative^  of 
Mr  Clement — ^toplay  a  rogue's  part  on  certain  occa- 
fflons,  but  he  had  still  a  sense  of  honor  and  inte- 
grity at  bottom — ^if  not  sufficient  to  rouse  his  en- 
ergies, and  shake  off  the  trammels  which  bound 
him,  at  least  ample  for  the  purpose  of  galling  and 
embittering  every  hour  <^his  existence.  He  could 
not  bear  the  thought  of  tarnishing  the  name  and 
honor  of  an  ancient  family  in  his  own  person-— 
and  when  such  a  statement  of  his  affairs  was  art- 
fully laid  before  him,  he  declared  that  there  was 
no  sacrifice  he  was  not  ready  to  make,  as  the  price 
of  redeeming  himself  from  the  d^rading,  though, 
perhaps,  remote  exposure  of  having  appropriated 
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to  himself  property  to  which  he  knew — and  com- 
ponctiously felt — thatthere  wasa  legitimate  claim- 
ant. 

When  every  expedient  for  raising  the  money 
was  ingeniously  proved  to  be  impracticable  by  Mr 
Dossiter,  he,  at  length,  as  ah  effort  of  disinterest- 
edness, which  he  did  not  fail  to  set  forth  in  the 
most  glowing  colours,  suggested  the  possibility  of 
his  bong  able  to  supply  the  necessary  sums  out 
of  his  own  Utde  savings,  and  the  assistance  of 
friends,  IF  his  Lordship  would  consent  to  secure 
the  property  in  question  by  a  new  arrangement 
and  settlement  to  his  fiimily,  by  giving  his  daugh- 
ter in  marriage  to  his  son  Mr  Clarendon  Dossiter. 
The  rage  of  LordHarweden,  at  such  a  proposition, 
for  the  moment,  exceeded  even  the  galling  appre- 
hension of  being  eventually  detected  in  a  fraud 
upon  his  daughter's  property,  and  he  accordingly 
gave  frill  vent  to  his  feelings.  Mr  Dossiter — ^who 
knew  his  man — ^bore  all  with  die  most  admirable 
composure  and  philosophy.  He  had  more  than 
once  gently  checked  his  Lordship,  by  assuring 
him  he  had  said  ^^  Enough,^ — and  when  he  could 
say  no  morf ,  he  simply  added,  rising  from  his 
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chair, — "  Well,  then,  my  Lord,  I  have  only  to 
inform  Mr  Bowerbank,  that  he  may  proceed  to 
foreclose  ^ 

"  On  your  life,  I  charge  you — do  no  such 
thing.'' 

And  thus  did  the  tide  begin  to  ebb — and  if  it 
did  not  in  its  reflux  leave  everjrthing  as  Mr  Dos- 
siter  had  pre-arrai^(ed — ^it  was  because  he  fer- 
ceived  the  advantage  of  an  alternative  whidi 
might  be  opened  to  him  by  a  compromise. 

The  money  was  raised — and  Lord  Harweden 
signed  an  agreement,  by  which  he  engaged  to  give 
his  consent  to  the  marriage  of  Clarendon  Dossi- 
ter  with  his  daughter  at  any  period  after  she 
should  arrive  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  provided  the 
sums  now  advanced  to  redeem  a  portion  of  her 
property — ^bearing  interest  to  be  paid  by  his  Lord- 
ship until  she  should  arrive  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one — should  be  vested  in  her,  and  settled  upon 
her  and  her  children — ^without  a  discovery  of  her 
real  and  natural  claims. 

Thus — ^no  specific  period  being  fixed  for  the 
marriage,  Dossiter  perceived  the  advantage  of 
being  able  to  choose  his  own  times  and  seasons — 
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for  we  need  hardly  observe  to  our  more  intelligent 
readers,  that  the  worthy  lawyer  had  views  some- 
what beyond  securing  the  young  lady'^s  hand — 
or  even  her  property,  of  which  he  was  in  fact  to 
become  in  part  a  purchaser. 

The  death  or  removal  of  the  fictitious  Lord 
Brandon  would,  as  we  have  before  stated,  render 
the  EarPs  daughter  the  heiress  of  very  considerable 
estates,  and,  although  Dossiter  had  speculated  up- 
on the  effects  of  premature  dissipation  upon  the 
weakly  constitution  of  this  young  man,  he  felt 
that  he  had  another  string  to  his  bow — and  if 
death  were  top  lenient  in  claiming  a  victim,  he  had 
it  always  in  his  ppwer  to  employ  the  next  power- 
ful agent  in  removing  troublesome  persons — ^name- 
ly, the  law — so  as  e^ectually  to  disqualify  him 
from  all  competitipn  with  his  spn'^s  wife. 

That  L(Hr4  H^irweden  did  npl;  suspect  his  agent 
of  being  capi^l)le  of  sacnfidng  him  altogether  to 
)iis  own  interests,  may  be  attributed  to  his  Lord^ 
ship  being  only  half  a  rogue — or  to  his  knowledge 
of  Dossiter^s  anxiety  still  to  stand  well  with 
the  world,  which  bis  share  in  his  Lordship^s 
delinquenpy,  if  made  public,  would  effectually 
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counteract— but  that  he  was  disposed  to  trust  him 
no  ftirther  than  was  necessary,  may  be  infCTred 
from  certain  other  conditions  which  he  insisted 
upon  annexing  to  the  instrument  in  question.  In 
the  first  pkce,  he  stipulated  that  he  should  be  at 
liberty,  at  any  period  previous  to  the  actual  mar- 
riage, to  withdraw  his  consent,  and  dissolve  the 
engagement,  upon  refonding  the  sum  advanced, 
and  on  paying  a  similar  sum  by  way  of  redemp- 
tion or  penalty  for  non-fulfilment  of  the  agree- 
ment—and, in  the  next  place,  it  was  covenanted 
that  any  disclosure  of  the  rank,  birth,  or  family, 
of  the  young  lady,  on  the  part  of  Dossiter  or  his 
son,  should,  ipsofacto^  render  the  whole  transac- 
tion null  and  void. 

The  necessities  of  Lord  Brandon,  without  other 
motives  which  mighthave  beensuperadded,  would, 
Lord  Harweden  felt  satisfied,  be  sufficient  to  in- 
duce him  to  concur  with  his  Lordship  in  new- 
settling  the  property,  when  he  should  become  of 
age — and,  in  this  event,  he  proposed  to  acknow- 
ledge his  daughter  as  the  ofispring  of  a  private  at- 
tachment, and  to  reinvest  her  with  those  rights 
to  which  she  was  legitimately  entitled«-that  is,  he 
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proposed  to  salve  his  own  conscience  by  convey- 
ing to  her  as  a  gift  that  which  was  in  fact  her  in- 
heritance—and, at  the  same  time,  to  save  his  fa- 
milyfrom  a  degrading  alliance  with  plebeian  blood, 
by  bastardizing  his  own  lawftd  issue  f  Such  pre- 
cious casuists  are  men,  when  drawn  aside  from  the 
straight  high-road  of  moral  rectitude  ! 

His  Lordship,  however,  might  just  as  well  have 
reasoned  aloud,  and  opened  his  whole  scheme, 
with  all  its  shades  of  doubt  and  suspicion,  to  his 
worthy  agent,  who  traced  every  minute  working 
of  his  Lordship^s  mind,  and  anticipated  the  means 
of  counteracting  or  countervailing  each  new  expe- 
dient, as  it  ingeniously  suggested  itself  to  his 
Lordship^s  adoption. 

Fortunately  for  Lord  Harweden— as  it  is  in- 
deed for  the  still  more  honest  portion  of  mankind, 
your  thorough-paced  roguesare  sometimes  too  cun- 
ning— and  not  unfirequently  involve  themselves  in 
so  many  intricacies,  in  order  to  ^^  make  assurance 
doubly  sure,""  that  at  hist  they  get  entangled  in 
attempting  to  find  their  way  out  of  them. 

In  order  to  prevent  the  probable  eflects  of  re- 
morse, which  for  many  years  had  visibly  tended  to 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


186  FEECY  UALLOBY. 

undarmine  the  peace  of  Lord  Harweden — {temt 
tiding  any  sudden  turn  in  fiivour  of  hisdaughtery 
Dossiter  bad  fiibricated  Ae  story,  to  which  we 
have  heard  his  Lordship  refer,  of  her  having  been, 
through  excess  of  grief  for  the  loss  of  Mrs  BeUen- 
den,  reduced  to  a  state  of  actual  derangement. 
This  account  was  render^  more  plausible  in  con- 
sequence of  a  previous  misrqiresentation,  whidi 
had  been  consistently  maintained  in  all  communi- 
cations with  Lord  Harweden,  that  his  daughter 
was  constitutionally  weak  in  her  intellects — the 
motive  and  object  of  whid%  were  clearly  to  lull  any 
rising  interest  his  Lordship  might  feel  for  his  de- 
serted child — and  to  prevent  any  desire  on  his 
part  to  see  her. 

It  was  not,  however,  without  a  Utter  pang, 
that  L^d  Harweden,  about  two  years  previous  to 
the  present  period  of  our  history,  had  given  his 
sanction  to  her  being  placed  under  restraint — a 
pang  which  might  have  been  saved  him,  had  he 
been  witness  to  the  interesting  scenes — ^which 
were  destined  to  give  a  colour  to  her  fiiture  life — 
amid  the  wild  and  romantic  hills  of  Cumberland, 
where  another  victim  of  his  intriguing  agent  was 
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also  acting  a  prominent  and  important  part,  which 
might  have  appeared  to  warrant  much  stronger 
suspicions  of  derangement  than  any  displayed  by 
poor  Loo  Bellenden ! 

Mr  Dossiter,  who,  among  his  few  good  qualities, 
might  claim  that  of  attachment  to  his  own  fa- 
mily, had  at  this  time  an  unfortunate  sister  re- 
tamed  upon  his  hands,  by  the  death  of  a  man  of 
rank,  who  had  some  years  before  withdrawn  her 
from  the  paternal  roof,  and  invested  her  with  the 
government  of  his  own  establishment.  This  noble 
{nrotector  no  doubt  intended  all  for  the  best,  but, 
not  being  used  to  calculations  of  any  kind,  he  had 
especially  neglected  to  make  any  computation 
upon  so  uncertain  an  occurrence  as  death— and 
the  consequence  to  Miss  Clara  Dossiter  was  fatal 
—for  his  Lordship  was  most  imexpectedly  called 
away  after  a  brilliant  debauch,  and,  in  his  hurry, 
n^lected  to  leave  a  single  memorandum  in  favour 
of  that  lady.  A  small  annuity  had  indeed  been  se- 
cured to  her,  through  the  management  of  her  af- 
fectionate brother,  soon  after  the  connection  had 
been  formed — ^but  what  were  a  few  hundreds  per 
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annum  to  a  lady  who  had  for  years  been  accna* 
tomed  to  dissipate  thousands  f 

Even  Clement  Dossiter  saw  there  was  nothing 
to  be  done  to  serve  her — for  the  heirs-at-law  hav- 
ing due  notice  of  the  event,  anticipated  all  the 
arrangements  which  his  ingenuity  would  have  rea- 
dily supplied,  and  by  fiiirly  turning  the  lady  out 
of  doors,  whilst  they  sealed  up  every  thing  within, 
the  lawyer  was  too  much  at  home  in  the  business 
not  to  be  aware  that  there  was  an  end  of  the  af- 
fidr. 

With  all  his  sympathy  and  affisction  for  this 
Men  branch  of  his  fiunily,  Dossiter  had  taken 
every  precaution,  to  prevent  the  evil  spreading  to 
the  soimder  part  of  it ;  nay,  so  tenacious  was  he 
on  this  head,  that,  generally  as  he  was  known — 
and  extensive  as  were  his  connections— -it  may  be 
doubted  whether  a  sinj^e  individual  in  the  whole 
of  the  wide  circle  ever  heard  of  his  having  a  sis- 
ter !  This  was  a  condition — ^the  eine  quA  non 
of  his  firiendship,  and  interest  in  her  concerns— 
and  as  a  widowed  lady  of  high  respectability, 
Mrs  Norcliffe,  whom  he  named  for  the  occasion, 
was  placed  at  the  head  of  an  establishment  to  re- 
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ceive  Miss  Bellenden  on  her  return  £rom  the  con- 
tinent. No  one  could  possibly  object  to  the  strict 
and  admirable  deportment  of  this  lady,  in  the 
discharge  of  her  matronly  office — and  if  some 
giddy  persons  may  be  disposed  to  consider  her  to 
have  been  over-tenacious  on  points  of  reUgious 
observance,  they  will  have  the  charity  to  recollect, 
that  the  ^^  Greater  the  sinner,  the  greater  the 
saint,^  is  an  axiom,  as  rife  among  the  serums 
classes  of  modem  society,  as  it  was  wont  to  be 
influential  in  converting  the  French  coquette  d!un 
certain  age,  into  a  deedte ! 

But  we  are  not  about  to  enter  into  the  process 
of  this  good  lady^s  conversion,  or  the  advantages 
she  derived  from  the  healing  influence  of  Mr 
Flowerdew,  who  had  himself  been  expelled  the 
university,  for  certain  excesses  incident  to  youth, 
and  who,  consequently,  was  the  better  qualified 
to  illustrate  the  good  efiects  of  repentance.  Miss 
Bellenden  certainly  never  had  reason  to  doubt 
the  purity  of  her  conduct,  however  rigid  she 
might  consider  her,  in  her  domestic  discipline; 
and  Mademoiselle  Baguenaudiere  set  her  down  as 
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a  Tery  dragon  of  chastity-^<mtragefMement  ver- 
teuse. 

Nothing  occurred  to  break  in  upon  the  rules 
prescribed  by  Dossiter  to  Mrs  Norclifib,  for  her 
entire  seclusion  from  society,  until  the  accidental 
interruption  of  it  by  Percy ;  and  no  one  wiU  be 
disposed  to  impute  to  that  lady  any  dereliction  of 
duty,  in  the  measures  adopted  by  her  to  remedy 
the  evil.  If  the  admission  of  Mr  Flowerdew  be 
uncharitably  interpreted  into  a  breach  of  contract 
with  her  patron,  we  have  only  to  ask,  what  a 
^'  poor  lone  woman^  could  have  done  without  his 
support— or  what  would  have  been  her  situation 
opposed  to  Loo  Bellenden,  who,  upon  more  occa- 
sions than  one,  had  drawn  over  the  whole  ganiaon 
to  her  side  !  Be  this  as  it  may,  Mrs  Nordifie  was 
as  prudent,  at  least,  as  she  was  consdentions ; 
and,  in  spite  of  her  justly  emted  indignati<m  at 
the  invasion  of  the  Rycotts,  she  knew  how  diffi- 
cult it  was  to  explain  facts  in  detail  to  a  person 
at  the  distance  of  three  hundred  miles — and 
knowing  the  character  of  her  brother,  Dossiter, 
from  past  experience,  she  wisely  concluded,  that, 
if  he  were  kept  in  ignorance  of  the  facts  alto- 
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gether,  she  should  be  more  secure  against  his 
drawing  any  inferences  to  her  disadvantage,  from 
a  partial  view  of  them.  She,  therefore,  undertook 
the  management  of  the  campaign  upon  her  own 
responsibility — ^nor  was  it  until  Percy  had  de- 
parted for  London  that  she  ventured — ^lest  it 
might  accidentally  transpire,  to  mention  in  a  let- 
ter to  Dossiter,  that  the  young  man  had  succeed- 
ed, in  spite  of  her  vi^lance,  to  force  himself  into 
Miss  Bellenden^s  company,  during  her  walks — 
but  that  she  had  taken  such  measures  as  had  suc- 
ceeded in  driving  him  from  the  neighbourhood  ! 
It  was  on  receiving  this  information,  that  Dossi- 
ter displayed  to  the  astonished  Percy  his  know- 
ledge of  his  attachment. 

To  return,  however,  to  the  prime  mover  of  this 
complicated  piece  of  machinery. 

When  the  account  of  the  titular  Lord  Bran- 
doh^s  accident  at  the  gaming-house  reached  Dos- 
fflter,  he  lost  not  an  hour  in  setting  his  emissaries 
at  work.  The  event  upon  which  his  grand  scheme 
mainly  depended  had,  possibly,  been  anticipated 
'by  this  unexpected  occurrence,  and  if  the  young 
man  should — to  use  his  own  expression,  ^^  make 
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a  die  of  it,""  his  sotf  s  fortune  was  made. — Claien- 
don  was  immediately  despatched  to  the  Nordi, 
with  letters  to  Mrs  Nordiffe,  who  was  only  so 
fiur  informed  upon  the  nature  of  the  transaction, 
as  to  ensure  her  ready  concurrence  in  all  that  she 
was  instructed  to  do,  as  essential  to  the  interests 
of  her  patron.  Loo  Bellenden  knew  her  guar- 
dian only  by  name,  or  rather  by  the  name  he 
chose  to  be  known  by,  and  a  handsome,  gentle- 
manly youth,  as  the  bearer  of  a  letter  firom  him 
as  his  son,  was  received  by  her  with^  eveiy  atten- 
tion, and  with  all  the  confidence  that  such  a  sanc- 
tion justly  commanded.  She  was,  it  must  be  con- 
fessed, rather  startled  at  the  sudden  and  some- 
what peremptory  summons  to  attend  that  gentle- 
man in  Lincolnshire,  which  the  letter  contained; 
but  when  this  was  accounted  for  by  the  urgency 
of  the  occasion,  and  the  importance  of- the  com- 
munication he  had  to  make,  new  sensations  arose 
in  her  breast,  and  impelled  her  to  acquiesce  in 
the  arrangement  proposed.  One  only  objection 
was  started,  which  Mrs  Nordifle  treated  as  ritfi- 
culously  fastidious,  but  which  Miss  Bellenden^- 
for  once  more  tenacious  of  etiquette  than  her  cha- 
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|ienm— persevered  in  maintaiiiing.  She  positive- 
ly, but  politely,  declined  undertaking  so  long  a 
journey,  accompanied  only  by  a  young  gentleman 
-^vhich  cilled  up — in  a  parenthesis  indeed,  not 
to  be  overheard  by  Clarendon — an  observation, 
that  ^^  Miss  Bellenden  was  not  always  so  parti- 
cular in  choodng  her  companions,^  which  occa- 
sioned nothing  but  a  firmer  repetition  of  that 
young  lady'^s  determination,  that  Mademoiselle 
Baguenaudiere  should  accompany  her  in  the  car- 
riage.  This  was  positively  refused,  but,  at  length, 
after  some  private  consultation  with  Mr  Raddifie, 
aUaa  Dossiter,  the  point  was  so  fiur  conceded, 
that  Mrs  Nqrcliffe^s  own  maid  was  allowed  to  at- 
tend upon  Miss  Bellenden,  and,  in  a  few  hours 
from  her  first  summons,  she  was  several  miles  on 
her  road  southwards. 

Nothing  could  be  mOre  attentive,  or  less  intru- 
sive, than  the  manners  and  conduct  of  Clarendon 
during  the  journey — and  he  had  so  fiur  insinuated 
himself  into  the  good  graces  of  his  fair  compa- 
nion, that  she  conversed  with  him,  in  the  most 
firiendly  and  unreserved  manner,  upon  the  ordi- 
nary topics  which  suggested  themselves,  or  were 
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inddoitally  introduced  by  him.  She  evBH  look-> 
ed  forward,  with  some  degree  of  pleasare,  inde- 
paidendy  of  the  interest  she  natorally  felt,  to  a 
meeting  with  her  unknown  guardian,  whose  me- 
rits she  was  led  to  estimate,  in  some  measure, 
from  the  £ur  specimen  afforded  by  his  son. 

When  the  party  arrived  at  Grantham,  it  was 
late  in  the  evenii^  of  the  second  day,  and  Clarei^ 
don,  who  iqipeared  to  consuh  only  the  ease  and 
comfinrt  of  his  feUow-travellers,  advised  that  they 
should  remain  for  the  night  in  this  place,  as  they 
would  now  have  to  pass  ov^  cross-roads,  whkfa, 
from  their  roughness,  and  the  daritness  of  tbt 
night,  would  add  unnecessarily  to  the  fiitigae  she 
had  already  imdergone.  By  riong  early  in  the 
morning,  this  inconveniaice  would  be  avoided 
and  they  might  reach  the  place  of  their  destma- 
tion,  before  the  usual  breakfiist  hour  of  the  fiunily. 

This  was  all  reasonable  and  kind,  and  lifiss 
Bellenden  could  offer  no  objection  to  it.  On  the 
contrary,  she  would  have  more  time  to  compose 
her  mind  for  the  interesting  interview  to  whidi 
she  had  been  taught  to  look  f<»^ard,  and  more 
refreshed  and  braced  by  a  good  night^s  rest,  to 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


CHAPTXR  VII.  195 

encounter  anything  which  might  be  distressing 
or  trjring  in  the  nature  of  the  communication. 

At  an  early  hour,  according  to  the  previous 
arrangement,  she  arose,  and  ringing  her  bell,  de- 
sired ha  maid  to  be  summoned.  After  a  tedious 
delay,  which  she  imputed  to  the  woman^s  laad- 
ne88y  she  rang  again,  and  not  only  the  chamber* 
maid  who  had  before  answered  the  bell,  but  the 
landlady,  almost  en  chemUe,  entered  the  room, 
with  consternation  evidently  marked  in  her  coun^ 
tenance. 

The  lady^s  maid  was  no  where  to  be  found 
After  knocking  at  her  door  several  times,  it  had 
been  forced  open,  and  instead  of  finding  her 
whom  they  sought,  they  only  discovered  her  bed 
had  not  been  slept  in — and  that  she  had  evident- 
ly decamped  on  the  previous  evening,  or  very 
early  in  the  morning. — It  was  ftnrther  ascertained, 
upon  examination,  that  she  had  carried  off  with 
her  several  little  piUskages  belonging  to  Miss 
Bellenden,  and,  among  the  rest,  a  small  jewel- 
case,  in  which  a  few  of  the  very  few  personal  or- 
naments  she  possessed  had  been  liastily  packed 
for  her  journey. 
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When  Mi88  Bellenden  descended  to  the  sitting- 
room,  she  found  Clarendon  Dossiter  cross-exft- 
mining  the  waiters,  and  other  domestics  of  ^ 
inn,  and  indignantly  Tenting  his  wrath  against 
the  mercenary  delinquent  This  rather  softened 
the  young  lady,  who  felt,  at  first,  perhaps  as 
strongly  as  he  professed  to  do  at  the  mcmient, 
and  treating  the  a£Paar  as  one  of  little  importance 
to  herself,  she  contented  herself,  with  expressing 
her  surprise,  that  a  person^  who  had  lived  widi 
Mrs  Nordifie  for  sereral  years,  should  have  avail- 
ed herself  of  an  occasion  where  the  temptati<m 
was  so  trifling,  when  a  thousand  opportunities 
must  have  occurred  of  gratifying  this  dangerous 
propensity  with  infinitely  greater  advantage  at 
home. 

Clarendon  concurred  in  all  she  said — and  <fe- 
plored  with  her  the  depravity  of  the  age  in  lan- 
guage more  difiuse  than  her  own — ^but  expressed 
his  determination  of  pursuing  the  w<»nan,  when 
he  should  have  conducted  his  charge  in  safety  to 
her  firiends.  This  was  the  point — Clarend<m 
looked  at  the  young  lady,  as  if  waitbg  her  com- 
mands.    She  had  not  the  tenth  part  of  a  grain  of 
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prudery  in  her  composition.  '  She  made  no  objec- 
tion to  proceed  the  remaining  ten  miles — as  it 
had  been  stated  to  her — ^with  the  son  of  her  guar* 
dian,  who  had  conducted  himself  with  such  un- 
deviating  propriety  during  the  previous  journey. 
The  carriage  was  accordingly  ordered,  and  they 
stepped  into  it. 

.  They  soon  turned  off  the  high  road — and  their 
progress  was  necessarily  slow  from  the  state  of  the 
bye-roads  through  which  they  had  to  pass. 

Clarendon  made  a  few  passing  observations, 
but  there  was  a  hesitation  in  his  manner,  even  in 
uttering  them,  that  the  young  lady  could  not  fail 
to  remark — and  she  asked,  with  some  degree  of  in- 
terest, if  he  were  well.  His  reply  did  not  satisfy 
her — ^he  was  well,  but  he  had  a  secret  to  commu- 
nicate, which  he  confessed  embarrassed  him  from 
the  fear  of  giving  offence  to  one,  whom  it  was  his 
first  object  to  conciliate. — She  looked  her  surprise 
—and  evinced  something  like  the  embarrassment 
which  had  called  forth  her  observation  upon  him. 
This  probably  encouraged  him  to  proceed — and 
bis  advances  were  in  due  proportion  to  the  effect 
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which  he  thought  he  poroeived  wotting  to  hm 
advantage. 

In  short,  he  boldly  avowed  a  passion,  in  die 
most  extravagant  terms,  for  his  lovely  eompanioi 
«— before  she  could  determine  in  her  own  mind, 
whether  the  preparatory^'advances  were  for  the  pur- 
pose of  revealing  some  dreaded  mystery  respectiiy 
her  birth,  or  what  it  now  appeared  to  be,  an  insult 
upon  her  unprotected  situation.  The  mmnent 
the  point  was  ascertained,  her  very  lock  might 
have  assured  Clarendon  of  his  fate,  as  fiff  as  con- 
cemed  the  issue  of  his  suit.  She  scarcely  de^ 
ed  to  answer  him — but  with  a  dignity  and  oonw 
posure  all  her  own,  she  simply  reminded  him  of 
what,  as  a  gentleman  and  a  man  of  honor,  she  pfe> 
sumed  he  had  for  a  moment  forgotten,  that  to 
avail  himself  of  an  occasion  which  had  for  a  short 
time  thrown  her  under  his  protection,  fi^  the 
purpose  of  abusing  the  confidence  rqnised  in  him, 
was  to  break  down  the  barrier  whidi  dviHied  «>• 
ciety  had  raised  agwist  the  encroachments  of 
barbarism — that  to  insult  a  woman,  because  an  ao- 
cident  had  momentarily  placed  her  in  hu  power, 
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am  tbe  aet  of  a  man  who  knew  nditber  what  was 
due  to  himself  nor  to  society. 

In  vain  he  protested  that  he  was  impelled  by 
die  force  of  his  passbn.  She  only  smiled  at  his 
professions,  and  turned  to  the  window  to  avoid 
fiirdier  impertinence.  But  Clarendon  had  a 
pmnt  to  gain,  for  which  he  had  encountered  mudi 
toil  and  ansdety — and  had,  besides,  to  account  to 
his  fiither  for  the  execution  of  that  part  of  thdbr 
schemes,  which  rested  on  his  own  ^certions  abne 
fiar  success. 

He  found  that  his  compani<m  was  not  to  be 
moved  by  the  hyperbole  of  romance,  nor  to  be 
subdued  through  her  own  feminine  i^prehensions. 
He,  therefore,  after  an  apparent  acquiescence  in 
her  commands,  recommenced  his  attadc,  by  as- 
suring her  of  the  sincerity  of  his  professions— 
that  he  had  seen  more  of  her-— gained  more  in- 
s^ht  into  her  character,  by  having  -been  h^  in^ 
s^Kirable  companion  for  three  days,  than  if  they 
had  Uved  together  in  society  for  as  many  months. 

'^  And  could  you,^she  replied,  <^  with  such  an 
iasight  into  |my  character.  Sir,  make  so  sorry  a 
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calculation  of  the  effect  your  change  of  conduct 
would  make  upon  it  P*^ 

^^  I  calculated  upon  the  sweetness  of  your  &- 
position  to  pardon  an  involuntary  fisiult.'" 

^^  So  far  your  calculation  was  correct,  Sir^ 
you  only  erred  when  you  supposed  I  could  ptsB 
over  a  premeditated  insult.^  ' 

Again  he  swore,  and  rowed  that  nothing  bet 
the  violence  of  his  passion  had  impdled  him  to 
avow  it  at  such  a  moment ;  but  when  he  added— 
cautiously  and  at  a  distance  at  first — that  it  was 
the  will  of  her  guardian  that,  for  fionily  reasons, 
an  union  should  take  place  between  her  and  her 
humble  servant,  his  son,  she  again  turned  up- 
on him  a  look,  that  would  have  petrified  any  man 
less  broken  in  to  the  rebufis  of  the  world  than 
Clarendon  Dpssiter. 

She  returned  no  other  answer — but  letting 
down  the  glass  of  the  window,  she  demanded  of 
the  driver  how  far  they  were  from  the  end  of 
the  journey — which  the  lad  answered  by  pointiiig 
to  a  large  square-built  red  house,  standing  at  the 
entrance  to  a  wood,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  firma 
the  spot. 
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In  vain  Clarendon  endeavoured  to  draw  her 
into  conversation,  during  the  short  remainder  of 
the  drive.  She  viewed  the  building  as  she  ap- 
proached it  with  considerable  interest — and  seem- 
ed anxious  to  develope  something  more  interest- 
ing to  her,  even  than  the  object  which  had 
Inrougfat  her  thither. 

On  leaving  the  carriage,  her  first  inquiry  was 
for  Mr  Raddiflfe.  She  was  received  by  the 
master  of  the  mansion  on  the  steps,  who  return^- 
ed  an  evasive  answer  to  her  question,  and  direct- 
ed his  eyes  towards  young  Clarendon. 
>  '^  My  £ither  is  not  arrived,  I  suppose  ?^ 

**  Not  yet.  Sir.'* 

^^  Miss  Bellenden  will  find  all  that  hospitality 
can  supply  in  his  absence,'"  added  Clarendon. 

^^  I  came  here,  Sir,''  said  Miss  Bellenden,  ad- 
dressing her  host,  <^  to  meet  my  guardian,  Mr 
Radcliflfe — ^is  he,  or  is  he  not  here— for  I  b^^ 
to  suspect  that  all  is  not  as  it  should  be  ?" 

^^  You  need  fear  nothing  here.  Madam,"  was 
the  reply ;  "  my  house         " 

"  Your  house.  Sir !— I  understood  it  was  Mr 
Raddiffe's." 
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<<  Ladies  will  sometimes  misundeistand  these 
Aungs — but  we  will  discuss  this  question  heie- 
after  ;^  and  the  doctor — for  our  readers  will  hare 
discovered  <Hir  old  firieud  Beekerdyke  in  the  host 
of  the  red  house— led  the  way  into  a  handsome- 
ly fiumished  apartment,  where  breakfiut  was  pie- 
pared  for  the  travellers. 

Miss  Bellenden  felt  little  disposed  to  eair— 4aid 
much  less  so  to  be  sacrificed  to  any  plans  whidi, 
fiom  the  conduct  of  her  fellow4xsveller,  she  could 
not  but  ai^rehend,  were  in  agitation  to  involtv 
her  in  engagements,  to  which  her  will  was  to  be 
rendered  subservient  to  the  views  of  her  guardian. 
She  demanded  of  the  young  man  an  explanation  of 
Ae  artifice  now  so  obviously  practised  upon  her, 
in  bringing  her  to  a  house  which  had  been  pre- 
viously stated  to  belong  to  her  guardian,  and 
the  absence  of  the  guardian  himself  at  a  mo- 
ment, in  which  he  had  declared  a  personal  com- 
munication of  the  most  interesting  nature  was  to 
be  made  to  her. 

There  is  a  dignity  in  virtue,  which  shines  espe- 
cially pre-aninent  wh^  resting  on  its  own  re- 
sources, and  cut  off  from  all  other  aid  or  associa- 
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tion.  Clarcfidon,  who  had  fiioed  difficulties,  and 
brayed  detection  under  circainBtances  the  most 
critical,  quailed  under  the  firm  interrogatories  of 
a  simple  gbl,  who  was  ignorant  of  all  that  he,  uid 
men  like  him,  boast  as  a  knowledge  of  the  world. 
He  saw  that  she  was  not  to  be  imposed  ujpon  by 
equivocation,  because  she  kept  the  straight  high- 
road, and  would  detect  the  least  deviation  from 
it  in  others.  He  dreaded  also  that  her  mannep 
and  deportment  would  lead  lo  suspicion  on  tha 
part  of  Doctor  Beekerdyke,  that  the  story  im« 
posed  upon  him,  respecting  her  situation,  was  » 
mere  fabrication,  and  that  he  should  thereby  lose 
the  whole  fruit  of  his  finther^s  intrigues  and  his 
own  labour — ^to  say  nothing  of  the  anxiety  he 
reaUy  felt,  from  so  dose  a  view  of  h^  person  and 
accomplishments,  to  secure  such  a  woman,  under 
such  circumstances,  as  his  wife. 

He  recovered  himself  as  well  as  he  was  able,  and 
dirowing  an  air  of  peculiar  consideration  into  his 
manner,  whilst  he  cast  a  look  pr^nant  with  mean^ 
ing  towards  the  doctor,  he  assured  her  that  he  was 
only  the  agent  of  his  £ither  in  the  business— that 
he  would  speedily  arrive  to  pay  his  respects  to 
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her,  and  so  forth— but  dexterously  added,  <<  That, 
with  respect  to  the  house  in  which  his  fiiend,'" 
bowing  to  the  doctor,  ^<  had  been  so  land  to  re- 
ceive them,  some  misconception  must  have  msat 
in  her  own  mind,  for  no  such  statement  had  been 
made."* 

She  interrupted  him,  by  offering  to  produce  the 
letter  from  his  father,  Mr  Raddiflfe— at  which  he 
only  shook  his  head,  and  again  addressed  a  side 
glance  to  the  doctor, 

.  Miss  BeUenden  felt  in  her  pocket  for  the  letter 
— but  at  the  moment  recollected  it  was  in  a  port- 
feuille  which  Mrs  Nordiffe^s  maid  had  carried  off. 
^^  The  letter  has  been  stolen.  Sir — and  should 

the  real  thief  be  hereafter  discovered '^  but  she 

stopped  short.  Her  suspicions  glanced  at  the 
truth — ^but  she  was  unwilling  to  make  a  charge 
which,  for  the  present  at  least,  she  could  not  sub- 
stantiate. Clarendon  was  disappointed.  He  saw 
that  his  only  chance  of  satisfying  his  ally,  the 
doctor,  was,  if  possible,  to  irritate  his  intended 
patient — and  it  was  indifferent  to  him,  as  matters 
stood,  how  this  was  effected.  He  asked,  with  a  look 
of  simple  wonder,  by  what  possible  means  such  a 
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lobbery  could  have  taken  place,  whilst  she  was 
in  his  company. 

«  By  means,  probably,  Sir,  that  you  are  \oo 
well  acquainted  with.^ 

"  Me,  Madam  T 
'    ^'  The  retreat  of  Mrs  NorcUfib's  maid  remains 
to  be  accounted  for.  Sir,  and '^ 

^^  I  do  not  understand  you.  Miss  Bellenden.^ 

'^  I  shall  be  happy  to  find  that  you  do  not^ 

^^  Has  anything  unpleasant  occurred  on  the 
Toad  ?^  asked  the  doctor. 

'^  Not  that  I  am  aware  of,^  replied  Clarendon, 
throwing  a  very  significant  glance  at  his  host 

^^  You  are  ignorant,  I  presume,^  observed 
Miss  Bellenden,  with  something  sarcastic  in  her 
tone  and  manner,  <<  that  the  maid  eloped  last 
night  with  my  property.*" 

^^  I  am  certainly  not  aware  of  any  such  occur- 
rence,^ replied  h^  fellow-traveller,  and  with  ad- 
mirable adroitness,  he  threw  an  air  of  innoc^t 
surprise  over  his  countenance,  which  was  artfully 
mingled  with  an  appearance  of  pity. 

<^  Mr  Raddiffe !— do  I  hear  you  aright  ?""  de- 
manded Miss  Bellenden,  unafi*ectedly  surprised. 
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*<  I  never  contradict  a  lady,  and  most,  ticoane^ 
submit.^ 

^<  We  had  bettar  drop  the  sulgecty^  observed 
the  doctor,  whose  manner  evinced  the  infacnce 
he  had  drawn  from  this  short  dialogue— and  the 
settlement  of  his  conviction,  which  had  appeared 
before  to  waver,  touching  the  state  of  the  yoong 
lady^s  mind. 

**  I  will  fathom  it,^  said  Miss  Bellenden  in  a 
firm  tone,  which  did  her  canse  no  good,  with  the 
per8(m  of  most  importance  to  her  m  the  pieset 
moment — ^but  all  further  conversation  was  inter- 
rupted by  the  annunciation  of  the  arrival  of  aa 
egress  from  London  to  the  young  man.  He 
tore  it  open,  informing  Miss  Bellenden  that  it  was 
from  his  father — ^but,  bef(N*e  he  had  run  over  the 
first  page,  he  changed  colour — started  from  hk 
chair — and,  as  if  to  avoid  the  possibility  of  its 
contents  being  scanned  by  the  eyes  of  ather  of 
his  companions,  retired  to  a  distant  window  to 
collect  himself,  and  finish  the  perusal.  He  re- 
mained for  some  moments  after  he  had  refidded 
it  in  a  state  of  apparent  doubt  and  irresoludon*- 
but,  suddenly  addressing  Dr  Beekerdyke,  he  re- 
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^lested  to  speak  with  him  in  private.  Miss  BeL 
lenden^st  the  same  time,  requested  that  she  might 
be  shewn  to  the  apartment  destined  to  her — and 
left  the  coast  dear  for  Clarendon  to  take  snch 
measores  as  his  fiither^s  snggesticms,  and  his  own 
ohaeryations  on  the  caHe  du  pays  had  pointed 
out  as  necessary. 

With  these  thereader  is  abeadj  acquainted,and 
Loo  Bellenden  retired  to  her  chamber,  rcTolving 
inher  mind  all  the  events  which  had  passed,  in  such 
nqpid  succession,  duringthe  last  twoor  threedays— - 
and  which,  iqxm  reviewing  them,  seemed  to  be 
pregnant  with  some  design  in  which  her  igno- 
rance was  to  be  made  conducive  to  the  plans  and 
designs  of  others.  She  never  thought  highly  of 
Mrs  Nordiffo— and  that  she  should  not  only  have 
so  strenuously  opposed  Mademoiselle  Baguenai^ 
diere,  the  only  person  of  her  household  in  whom 
she  could  repose  the  smaU^t  dqpree  of  confi- 
dence—but that  she  should  have  been  disposed  to 
surrender  her  unprotected  to  the  charge  of  a  young 
man,  and  a  stranger,  convinced  her  that  some  do- 
sign  against  her  had  been  projected  firraa  the  begin- 
ning, and  that  she,  who  ought  to  have  been  herpro- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


208  PERCY  HALLORT. 

tectress,  had,  in  fiu^  contributed  to  betray  her. 
She  now  called  to  mmd  several  suspidoua  dream- 
stances  which  evinced  an  understanding  between 
young  Dossiter,  or  Radcliffe,  as  he  called  himself, 
and  her  female  companion  during  the  joum^ — 
which  tended  to  confirm,  in  their  fullest  extent, 
the  susjadons  to  which  the  latter  part  of  that 
young  man^s  conduct  had  given  birth. 

She  did  not  sit  down  to  weep— ^r  to  deplore 
her  situation.  She  felt  all  the  assurance  in  her 
own  resources,  which  a  mind  educated  to  rely  up- 
on itself,  in  cases  of  emerg^icy,  is  sure  to  M 
when  roused  into  action.  What  was  the  nature  of 
'the  house,  or  of  her  host,  she  had  no  means  of 
ascertaining,  but  conduded  both — ai^  fiom  the 
remote  and  retired  situation  o(  the  former  espe- 
cially— ^were  intended  to  be  subservient  to  the 
measures  contemplated  against  her.  She  knew 
enough  of  the  laws  of  her  country,  to  be  assured 
that  an  appeal  to  them  would  at  any  time  rescue 
her  from  unjust  oppression.  She  fdt  fuU  confi- 
•dence  in  the  protection  of  Heaven  to  unoffimdiiig 
innocence — and  in  the  steadiness  of  herown  resolu- 
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don  to  meet  her  coming  difficulties  with  firmness 
and  decision. 

She  had  been  left  for  some  hours  to  her  own 
meditations,  when  she  received  a  message  from 
Clarendon,  requesting  an  interview,  as  he  was  on 
the  point  of  setting  off  for  London,  in  order  to 
meet  and  receive  his  final  instructions  from  his 
"  good  fiither." 

Upon  his  appearance,  she  desired  to  be  in- 
formed e^lidtly  what  was  the  object  of  her  being 
brought  to  the  house  in  which  they  were,  and  why, 
if  he  were  going  to  town  to  meet  his  father,  she 
was  not  also  to  proceed  on  the  journey — to  fulfil 
the  only  object  which  had  been  assigned  as  the 
motive  for  it. 

His  answers  were  evasive,  as  to  the  principal 
point*—"  but  he  assured  her  she  would  find  every 
body  disposed  to  attend  to  her  wishes  whilst  she 
remained  where  she  was — and  that  she  might  even 
accompany  him  to  town,  if  she  would  afford  him 
a  legal  sanction  to  be  her  protector,  and  guard 
against  the  evils  incident  to  her  unprotected  situa- 
tion !" 

"  Unprotected,  Sir! — ^with  Mr  Radcliffeformy 

VOL.  III.  o 
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guardian ! — ^yousurely  underrate  thevirtues,  whidi 
you,  no  doubt,  inherit  from  such  a  fiither ! — ^No, 
Sir — ^you  have  played  your  part  ill-^you  have  ta- 
ken the  mask  o£P  too  soon— you  have  miscalculat- 
ed your  own  powers,  and,  what  is  more  to  the  pur- 
pose, mine.  Be  assured,  whilst  I  have  die  pro- 
tection of  Heaven,  and  an  approving  conscience, 
I  shall  never  have  recourse  to  Mr  RadcHfib  or  his 

son.*" 

^<  Know  you  not.  Madam,  that  my  fiither  is 

your  legal  guardian  ?^ 

<^  Let  him  prove  it  legally — and  not  by  entrap- 
ping her,  whom,  if  he  really  be  so,  he  is  bound  by 
every  law,  human  and  divine,  to  protect  from  in- 
sult as  well  as  injury.*" 

This  was  language  quite  out  of  the  course  of 
Clarendon'^s  reading  or  pursuits,  and  he  found  the 
contest  too  unequal  to  continue  it  to  his  own  visi- 
ble disadvantage.  He,  therefore,  departed,  leav- 
ing behind  him  fresh  matter  for  reflection  on  the 
mind  of  Miss  Bellenden. 

Miss  Bellenden  declined  descending  to  dinner 
when  it  was  announced  to  her — ^requesting  that 
she  might  be  permitted  to  take  her  meals  in  her 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


CRAPTXE  VIT.  211 

own  room— at  the  same  thne,  she  expressed  a  wish 
for  an  interview  with  the  gentleman  of  the  house 
— ^whose  name,  for  the  first  time,  she  now  learned 
— ^when  it  suited  his  convenience. 

Her  wishes  met  with  no  obstruction — and,  in 
the  coarse  of  an  hour,  Dr  Beekerdyke  made  his 
appearance. 

*^  You  will,  I  am  sure,  Sir,^  said  she,  address- 
ing him,  when  he  had  taken  a  seat,  ^^  pardon  the 
natural  anxiety  I  feel,  to  know  in  what  character, 
and  under  what  circumstances,  I  am  thus  intruded 
as  a  guest  upon  a  gentleman  to  whom  I  am  a  per- 
fect stranger.  My  conductor — ^for  what  purpose 
it  is  vain  for  me  to  attempt  to  account — ^has  re- 
fused me  this  satisfaction,  which  I  feel  entitled  to 
ask  at  your  hands.^ 

*'  Perhaps,  Madam,^  answered  he,  **it  may  be 
as  well  to  aToid  the  subject  altogether.^ 

**  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  conceive  why         ^ 

"  It  may  lead  to — ^to  unpleasant  recollections. 
Madam — and  it  is  important  to ^ 

"  There  are  no  recollections.  Sir,  connected 
with  the  history  of  my  retired  Hfe,  which  can  lead 
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to  anything  so  unpleasant,  as  the  situation  in  whidi 
I  find  myself  at  this  moment.^ 

^^  Perhaps  not.  Madam — ^probably  not — but 
still  you  must  be  aware,  that  to  dwell  unneoessaiily 
upon  unaYoidable  evils  is  ^ 

^^  It  is  necessary  to  ascertain  the  extaoit  of  an 
evil,  in  order  to  apply  a  remedy,  Sir.*" 

"  Very  well  defined.  Madam — ^t  is  a  pty— 
but  you  have  been  sulgect  to  evils — that  is,  to  si- 
tuations as  iiksome — ^indeed,  it  would  be  difficult 
to  attribute  any  very  great  evil  to  the  treatment 
you  have  hitherto  met  with  under  this  roof."^ 

^^  The  evil.  Sir,  of  which  I  complain,  is  the 
attempt  to  control  my  independence. — By  what 
right  have  I  been  brought  here  ? — By  what  au- 
thority am  I  detained  ?^ 

"  These  are  very  unnecessary  questions. — ^As 
long  as  you  conduct  yourself  properly.  Madam, 
you  will  find  yourself  perfi^ctly  unrestrained 
here.'^ 

^^  Conduct  myself  properly  !  do  you  thus.  Sir, 
address  yourself  to  a  young  woman  of — of  educa- 
tion ? — But  this  is  fiom  the  purpose-^answer  me 
simply,  am  I  at  liberty  to  depart  ?'^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


CHAPTER    Til.  213 

<*  That  is  the  only  liberty,  which  I  trust  I  shall 
feel  called  upon  to  withhold.**^ 

"  This  is  more  fiiirly  answered — and  now.  Sir, 
tell  me,  as  candidly,  by  whose  authority  I  am 
thus  lodged  as  your  prisoner  ?"" 

*^  Mine  is  a  melancholy  office.  Madam — and 
in  your  present  state  of  mind,  even  you  might 
calculate  the  embarrassments  to  which  I  am  sub- 
ject^ 

^^  This  is  tfo  direct  answer.  Sir.**" 

^  It  is  all  that  I  can  afford."* 

^^  Thai,  Sir,  I  here  demand  my  liberty  as  a 
free-bom  subject  of  these  realms — and,  at  your 
peril,  detain  Qie.'^-^She  approached  the  beU  to  ring 
it — ^^  I  shall  order  horses,  and  let  me  see  who  will 
be  hardy  enough  to  resist  me.*" 

The  doctor  smiled — but  there  was  something 
of  benevolence,  mixed  with  that  professional  stea- 
diness and  firmness  of  departmait,  which  had  be- 
come habitual  to  him. — ^^  I  told  you,  Madam, 
that  such  subjects  ought  to  be  avoided — ^when  you 
are  calmer,  we  will  converse  again.  In  the  mean 
dme,  you  will,  I  trust,  endeavour  to  compose 
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youradf,"^  and  without  waitbig  a  reply,  he  left 
the  room. 

Miss  Belleiiden  paced  the  apartment  in  a  sttle 
of  far  greater  agitation  of  mind  than  she  had  yet 
experienced.  There  was  a  coohiess,  and  an  assump- 
tion of  superiority,  in  all  that  her  host  had  said 
and  done,  that  kindled  more  of  the  warmer  find- 
ings in  her  breast,  than  had  ever  been  excited 
there  before.  That  a  man  should  deliberatdy 
take  upon  him  to  detun  her  without  authority, 
and  without  any  visible  motive  on  his  part,  was 
sufficiently  provoking,  but  that  he  should  treat  her 
like  a  child — put  aside  her  questions — ^refiise  all 
explanatbn — and  all  this  with  an  air  of  perfi^ct 
self-  satisfiiction,  and  even  an  appearance  of  pater- 
nal consideration  for  herself^  baffled  all  her  modes 
of  reasoning,  and  provoked  her  in  proportion  as 
she  was  unable  to  reconcile  it  to  her  comprdien- 
sion. 

Those  transient  feelings  quickly  evaporated,  but 
left  her  only  the  more  firmly  resolved  to  leave  the 
place,  and  set  this  usurped  authority  at  defiance. 
She  again  rang  her  bell,  but  no  one  attended  to 
it — ^this  was  a  new  source  of  difficulty — she  open- 

4 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


CHAPTBB  VII.  215 

ed  her  door,  and  proceeded  along  a  passage,  which 
led  to  the  staircase,  by  which  she  had  ascended. 
— ^A  door  with  iron  grating  was  now  apposed  to 
her  passage,  and  she  saw,  with  real  horror,  that 
sihe  was  actoaily  a  prisoner. 

Her  philosophy  was  now,  indeed,  put  to  a  se- 
Tere  test  Her  trials  were  of  a  nature  altogether 
unlike  any  she  had  hitherto  had  to  contend  with 
—and  she  saw  the  necessity  of  calling  up  every 
resource  to  enable  her  to  meet  them,  consistently 
with  the  principles  which  had,  up  to  this  period, 
carried  her  safely  through  all  the  difficulties  of 
her  short  but  not  uneventful  life. 

She  appealed  to  Heaven  for  aid,  whilst  she 
earnestly  set  herself  at  work,  to  calculate  the 
means  of  extrication  from  her  present  situation. 
To  address  her  host  was  out  of  the  question — ^he 
was  evidently  fixed  in  his  determination,  whatever 
might  be  his  motive  to  detain  her — and  her  only 
diance  appeared  to  be,  through  the  agency  of 
some  subordinate  minister,  who  might  be  accessi- 
ble, if  not  to  the  pleadings  of  humanity,  at  least 
to  the  influence  of  a  bribe.     But  even  here,  all 
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communication  appeared  to  be  cut  off,  wlddi 
might  enaUe  her  to  try  the  experiment. 

She  resolved,  however,  to  subdue  and  keep 
under  control  her  feelings,  and  to  wait  her  oppor- 
tunity, and,  in  the  mean  time,  to  reconnoitre  her 
local  position,  in  order  to  ascertain  if  there  were 
any  practicable  means  of  releasing  herself,  by  her 
own  unaided  efforts. 

For  this  purpose,  she  examined  her  windows, 
but,  to  her  horror  and  disappointment,  she  found 
them  screwed  down,  although  their  heightfiom  the 
ground  prevented  the  possilnlity  of  escape  that 
way.  This  evinced  so  much  of  design  and  pre- 
meditation in  the  conspiracy,  whatever  might  be 
its  nature  against  her,  that  her  indignant  fedings 
were  once  more  strongly  excited — whilst  her  cu- 
riosity to  discover  the  motives  of  it  was  as  fbrct- 
bly  awakened. 

Unassisted,  her  eflbrts  would,  she  found,  be 

fruitless — she  thought  it  advisaUe  to  consult  die 

extent  of  the  means  in  her  power  of  purchasing 

that  aid,  which  was  now  become  indispensable  to 

cast  even  a  ray  of  hope  upon  the  prospect  before 

her. — Her  principal  effects  had  been  carried  off, 
11 
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in  her  trinket-case,  by  Mrs  Nordiffe's  maid,  but 
fortunately  she  had  taken  from  a  drawer,  where  it 
had  long  lain  useless  and  n^lected,  a  purse  of 
English  guineas,  which  had  been  left  her  by  Mrs 
Bellendeh — and  scarcely  knowing  why,  except 
that,  leaving  home,  she  might  want  more  money 
than  was  contained  in  her  ordinary  purse,  she 
had  put  it  in  her  pocket. — She  now  emptied  the 
contents  on  the  table  before  her,  in  order  to  ap- 
portion her  resources  to  the  several  contingencies 
against  which  it  was  necessary  to  be  provided — 
but  in  the  abstraction  of  the  moment,  and  sitting 
with  her  back  to  the  door,  she  had  not  heard  the 
nmse  made  in  opening  it,  nor  was  she  made 
aware  of  the  fiu^  until,  on  raising  her  eyes,  she 
beheld  a  rosy-cheeked  country  girl,  gazing  with 
distended  eyes  of  admiration  upon  the  lady  and 
her  treasure.  Her  undefined  notions  of  anything 
beyond  a  hoarded  unit  of  the  species,  for  an  an- 
nual fidring,  probably  magnified  the  heap  before 
her  into  the  riches  of  the  world,  and  by  a  very  na- 
tural association,  the  possessor  of  them  into  a  con- 
juror or  fairy — ^for  she  stood  motionless  for  seve- 
ral seconds,  without  being  able  to  withdraw  her 
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eyes  from  the  table,  or  to  explain  the  cause  of  her 
appearance.  Miss  Bellenden,  although,  at  first,  of- 
fended at  the  intrusion,  congratulated  herself  upon 
her  having  escaped  the  less  agreeable  one  of  her 
host-— and  rapidly  drew  a  fifiYourable  inference 
from  the  very  stupefiiction  of  the  ample  being  be- 
fore her. — It  was  necessary,  however,  to  sound 
her  way — and  she  demanded  her  business. 

The  girl  started  at  the  question,  and  bobfaiiq; 
to  the  very  ground,  informed  her  ^^  worship's  ho- 
nor,^ that  she  had  been  sent  up  to  inquire  whe- 
ther she  would  attend  the  party  in  the  drawing- 
room,  OT  have  her  tea  sent  up  to  her  own  apart- , 
ment ; — ^but  bdPore  half  the  message  had  been  de- 
livered, her  eyes  were  again  rivetted  upon  the 
table,  as  Miss  BeUenden,  who  afqprehended  the 
intrusion  of  other  witnesses,  was  collecting  the 
gold,  and  returning  it  to  its  original  depository. 

<'  Lauk,  Ma'am  r  at  length  the  girl,  as  if  no 
knger  aUe  to  contain  herself,  ^^  how  comes  they 
to  let  ye  keep  all  that  there  money  ?^ 

Miss  Bellenden  inquired  what  she  meant,  add- 
ing, she  did  not  suppose  she  was  in  a  den  of  rob- 
bers who  would  strip  her  of  her  property. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


CHAPTBB  VII.  219 

^^  Sure,  Miss,  they  would,  as  soon  as  look  al 
ye— Why,  lauk,  it^s  the  first  thing  as  they  does ; 
and,  ecod,  when  you^  asleep  to-night,  they'^ll 
have  your  pockets  away  from  ye,  an  ye  do  not  look 
sharpen  about  ye.^ 

"  What — ^rob— plunder  me  in  my  chamber  T 

**  They  never  suffers  no  patient  to  have  money. 
Miss,  for  fear  of  anrumping  the  sarvants.^ 

^^  Patients !— and  where,  in  the  name  of  Hea* 
▼en  I  my  good  girl,  am  I  ?^  demanded  Miss  Bel- 
lenden,  risii^  in  estrone  agitati<m  frcnn  her  chair. 

^^  Lauk,  as  if  ye  didn^t  know  that,  now  as 
you^re  in  yere  loosing  interval."** 

"Wherer 

**  Now  as  you  ha'nt  a  fit  on  ye,  Miss         ^ 

'^  A  fit ! — d'^ye  take  me  for  a  mad  woman  ?^ 

^^  I  donH  understand  them  things — and  thank 
God  for  it — ^but  they  tooked  you  of  course  for  one 
on  em,  or  ye  wouldnH  ha  been  h^e.^ 

«  Is  this  then  a  mad-house  ?^ 

"  Lauk,  Miss,  dotf  t  mention  the  word — ^mas- 
ter^s  as  angry  as  any  thing  at  us  calling  it  any 
thing  but  a  spectacle  for  arranged  gentlefolk.^ 

The  secret  was  out — and  we  will  not  attempt  to 
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describe  the  cruel  agitation  which  the  intelEgence 
produced  in  the  mind  of  Miss  Bell^den ;  but  tiie 
more  imminent  the  danger,  the  more  prompt,  it 
instantly  struck  her,  must  be  the  measures  to  ex- 
tricate herself  from  it.     To  detain  the  girl  at  the 
moment  seemed  imprudent,  as  it  would  neces- 
sarily suggest  to  her  keeper  that  she  was  tamper- 
ing with  her.     Placing  two  guineas  in  the  hands 
of  the  simple  girl,  she  asked  her,  if  she  could  find 
means  to  return  to  her  in  the  course  of  the  even- 
ing, as  she  had  something  of  importance  to  the  in- 
terests of  both  to  communicate  to  her.     The  giri 
would  have  attempted  to  leap  the  moon  under 
such  an  influence  as  she  now  grasped  in  the  palm 
of  her  hand,  when  coupled   with  die  implied 
pledge  of  sharing  the  treasure,  which  danced  be- 
fore her  imagination  as  plainly  as  when  she  saw  it 
spread  over  the  table  before  her.     She  informed 
the  young  lady  that  at  nine  o^dock  the  wards 
were  all  locked,  and  Dr  Beekerdyke  himsdf  saw 
every  patient  secured;  but  that,  unless  he  had 
reason  to  suspect  tiie  approach  of  bbj  paroxysm, 
Miss  Bellenden,  who  was  in  the   convalesc^it 
wing  of  the  house,  would  have  no  restraint  put 
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upon  her  within  the  limit  prescribed  by  the  grat- 
ed door,  which  was  always  closed,  unless  the  per* 
son  were  a  parlour  patient  This  door,  however, 
was  only  closed  by  a  spring,  which  might  be 
withdrawn  on  the  outer-side  without  a  key,  and 
through  this  communication  she  pledged  herself 
to  revisit  Miss  Bellaiden  after  the  lock-up  hour. 
We  need  not  trouble  our  readers  with  details 
which  may  be  comprehended  in  a  few  general  and 
leading  &ct8.  The  summons  of  Dr  Beekerdyke 
to  attend  our  friend  Percy,  by  our  active  host  at 
Stamford,  fiudlitated,  or  rather  completely  opened, 
the  means  of  escape  to  Miss  Bellenden.  The 
girl  was  tired  of  her  service,  both  on  account  of 
its  remote  and  unsocial  situation,  and  the  un- 
pleasant  scenes  to  which  she  was  occasionally  wit- 
ness in  the  necessary  discipline  of  the  establish- 
ment— but  even  had  she  b6en  wedded  to  it,  the 
tempting  offers  of  Miss  Bellenden  were  of  a  nature 
to  weaken  the  attachment,  and  make  her  a  willing 
emigrant  from  the  domicile  of  Dr  Beekerdyke. 
She  was  not  aware  of  die  direction  in  which  the 
doctor^s  visit  was  directed,  for  all  things  within 
those  walls  were  conducted  with  the  nicest  atten- 
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tion  to  secrecy — Ae  might  otherwise  have  doubt- 
ed the  prudence  of  accompanying  her  new  mis- 
tress to  the  very  spot  in  which  the  chance  of  de- 
tection and  detention  was  at  least  ten  to  ooe 
against  them.  The  damsel,  however,  had  co- 
gent reasons  for  the  route  she  took;  for,  in  ^ 
first  place,  the  road  to  Stamford  was  the  only  <»e 
with  which  she  was  sufficiently  acquainted  to  tra- 
verse with  any  degree  of  certainty  in  the  dark— 
and,  in  the  next,  this  experience  had  been  gained 
by  a  monthly  visit  to  her  sister,  who  was  the  ost- 
ler's wife  at  the  very  inn  in  question. 

The  reader  may  picture  to  himself,  if  he  pleases, 
all  the  inconveniences,  hazards,  and  hair-breadth 
^scapes  of  a  trajet  of  five  miles — ^for  luckily  there 
was  a  footpath  which  precluded  all  chance  of  en- 
coimtering  the  doctor,  which  could  scarcely  have 
been  avoided  on  the  high-road — a  dark  night — 
over  dreary  commons — ^by  the  side  of  stagnant 
meres,  and  through  dense  and  tangled  cojqnces — 
but  we  are  boimd  to  say,  that,  except  a  few 
'^  goblin  fancies'"  on  the  part  of  the  conductress, 
and  the  near  loss  of  a  shoe  on  that  of  her  fiur  com- 
panion, they  reached  the  back  part  of  the  premises 
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of  the  inn  at  Stamford,  soon  after  the  departure 
of  Dr  Beekenfyke  had  acquitted  his  patient  Per* 
cy  of  the  charge  non  compos,  so  laboriously  pro- 
secuted by  mine  host  of  the  •••♦*. 

The  first  precaution  was  to  secure  Miss  Bd-* 
lenden  firom  observation,  and  the  shelter  of  a  shed^ 
in  an  adjoining  field,  was  easily  discovered  and 
adopted  for  that  purpose.  The  gbPs  sister  was 
next  to  be  found,  if  possible,  without  disturbing 
any  other  part  of  the  fieunily,  and  this  was  the  more 
easily  effected,  as  her  chamber  was  in  an  out- 
house at  the  extremity  of  the  stable-yard.  She 
was  commissioned  to  make  her  own  terms  for  her 
sister^s  aid  and, advice,  for,  however  Miss  Bellen- 
den  might  rejoice  in  her  liberation  firom  sudi  a 
inrison-house,  she  could  form  no  possible  scheme 
for  her  foture  security,  and  must,  in  some  mea- 
sure, depend  upon  the  suggestion  of  strangers  fiir 
procuring  a  present  asylum.  To  return  to  Glen- 
dara  was  only  to  replace  herself  in  the  hands  of 
those  who  were  now  obviously  her  persecutors- 
she  had  revolved  in  her  mind  a  plan  which  had 
as  yet  taken  no  substantive  form,  but  which  pre- 
sented itself  upon  those  general  principles  whidi 
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are  our  best  guide  in  all  cases  of  doubt  and  diffi- 
culty. Whatever  might  be  her  birth,  she  had 
learned  firom  Mrs  Bellenden  that  an  independ- 
ence had  been  legaUy  secured  to  her — and  she 
knew  enough  of  the  law  of  the  knd  to  be  aware 
that  a  provision  was  made  to  secure  orphans  and 
minors  from  oppression  or  spoliation.  On  this 
foundation  she  was  employing  herself  at  midnight 
—under  a  thatched  shed,  which  scarcely  kept  out 
the  bating  wind,  and  drizzling  rain  that  was  fill- 
ing— ^in  rearing  a  superstructure  ready  for  the 
moment  when  once  she  should  have  seciured  to  her- 
self a  place  where  she  might  be  fiurly  at  liberty  to 
act. 

In  the  mean  time,  her  companion  had  found  het 
mter,  and  either  from  natural  sympathy  in  the 
sufferings  of  the  young  lady,  or  owing  to  the  na- 
ture of  the  arguments  which  had  so  efiectuaDy 
prevailed  with  ^her  ambassador,  she  proved  hersdf 
to  be  not  only  a  ready,  but  an  active  agent  in  the 
service. 

The  absence  of  her  husband,  who  was  employ- 
ed in  the  house,  and  had  to  await  the  arrival  of 
certain  night-coaches,  left  the  coast  clear  for  her 
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•  operations,  and  being  fiilly  acquainted  with  every 
part  of  the  premises,  she  set  about  iSnding  a  more 
appropriate  place  of  conceahnent  and  repose  for 
the  young  lady,  than  the  shed  they  had  previous- 
ly resorted  to.  The  good  woman  knew  of  a  room 
at  the  back  part  of  the  inn,  which  was  easily  ac- 
cessible by  a  ladder  from  without,  and  which, 
&om  its  remoteness  from  the  general  sleeping  a- 
partments,  was  never  in  use  except  when  the 
house  was  very  fiill.  This,  she  was  aware,  was 
not  the  case  to-night,  at  least  up  to  the  time  when 
ahehad  left  thekitchen, — ^but she wasnot aware  that 
at  a  stUl  later  one,  not  only  had  a  family  arrived, 
but  Mr  Rycott  also,  who  was  the  most  particular 
man  in  the  world  with  respect  to  his  bed,  and 
that,  in  consequence  of  these  events,  Percy,  who, 
as  a  peer,  had  been  destined  to  the  landlady's  <^best 
moreen,^  was,  for  the  better  accommodation  of  his 
ci-devant  father,  unceremoniously  transferred 
from  this  bed  of  honor,  to  the  more  remote  and 
less  f^uented  room  at  the  back  of  the  house,  as 
best  suited  to  the  altered  or  doubtful  circum- 
stances of  his  case. 

The  good  woman,  ignorant  of  all  this,  and 
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finding,  as  usual,  part  of  the  window  left  open — as 
a  summary  mode  of  keeping  the  assurance  to  the 
ear,  that  "  the  room  was  constantly  aired," — 
she  concluded  all  was  as  she  could  have  wished  it 
to  be,  and  her  summons  to  her  sister  and  Loo 
Bellenden  to  ascend  a  ladder  she  had  at  handfw 
the  occasion,  gave  the  first  alarm  to  Percy,  in 
consequence  of  which,  he  took  the  fiital  resolution 
of  seeking  Lord  Harweden^s  blue  trunk  in  his 
sitting-room,  and  thus  involved  himself  in  all  the 
horrors  of  civil,  or,  more  properly  speaking, 
domestic  warfare,  which  had  nearly  terminated 
in  his  complete  overthrow. 

In  the  mean  time,  his  absence  confirmed  all 
the  speculations  of  the  osder^s  wife,  who,  having 
safely  lodged  her  two  proteg^  in  the  chamber, 
advised  them  to  fasten  the  door — and,  taking 
away  the  ladder,  promised  to  provide,  among 
some  of  her  gossips  in  the  neighbourhood,  a  more 
secure  retreat— 4is  a  permanent  place  of  conceal- 
ment, imtil  the  young  lady  should  have  digested 
her  foture  plans  of  operation.  She  pledged  her- 
self to  return,  and  convey  them  to  it,  before  day- 
break. 
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Miss  BeUenden  threw  herself  upon  the  bed, 
which  the  fatigues  of  the  night  had  rendered  a 
most  welcome  resource,  and  inviting  her  compa- 
nion to  do  the  same,  sleep  had  nearly  overcome 
them  both,  when  footsteps  approaching  the  door 
of  the  room,  at  such  an  hour  of  the  night,  very 
naturally  excited  their  alarm.  They  listened—- 
and  from  the  consultation  without,  entertained 
not  a  doubt  that  they  had  been  traced  by  Dr 
Beekerdyke  or  his  emissaries,  and  that  their  re- 
capture was  at  hand. 

The  girl,  who  was  a  stout  hardy  wench,  and 
who  had  less  to  apprehend  from  being  taken  cap- 
dve  than  her  companion,  whispered  the  latter  to 
slip  into  some  comer  of  the  room,  whilst  she  her- 
self would  endeavour  to  keep  the  intruders  from 
forcing  their  way  in. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

What  follows,  the  reader  is  already  aoqiumit- 
ed  with,  and  Percy  and  his  fiur  trayellin|^  compa- 
nion found  no  small  relief  from  the  more  grave  and 
important  points,  which  occupied  a  considerabk 
pcnrtion  of  the  journey  towards  the  metropolis — 
in  commenting  upon  the  ridiculous  details  which 
had  thus,  in  so  extraordinary  a  manner,  bfou^t 
them  together — and  extricated  one  of  the  parties, 
at  least,  from  a  situation  which,  taken  in  aD  iti 
bearings,  must  be  allowed  to  have  been  one  of  the 
most  embarrassing  in  which  a  girl,  situated  like 
Miss  Bellenden,  could  weU  be  involved.  In  the 
wide  world  she  coidd  claim  the  friendship  and 
protection  of  one  individual  alone,  and  that  one 
had  dropt  from  the  clouds,  as  it  were,  to  rescue 
and  preserve  her,  if  necessary,  against  the  world 
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in  ftnns.  This  may  be  called  strong  language 
by  some— and  rank  nonsense  by  others — ^but  we 
are  not  responsible  for  it.  It  is  merely  die  sum- 
mary of  what  composed  a  train  of  congratulatory 
efiusions,  poured  out  in  all  the  eloquence  and 
amplification  of  a  lover,  between  the  seventy- 
ninth  and  sixtieth  mile-stone  on  the  high  North 
Road — ^when  a  change  of  horses  at  the  George,  at 
Buckden^  reminded  Percy,  firom  certain  internal 
remonstrances,  that  his  companion,  who  was  no 
her^e  of  romance,  might  find  some  refreshment 
in  the  shape  of  breakftst — ^if  not  absolutely  ne- 
cessary, at  least  consolatory  and  refreshing.  De- 
scending, therefore,  firom  the  carriage,  and  his 
heroics  at  the  same  moment,  he  gave  his  orders 
with  all  the  distinctness  of  a  man  of  the  world, 
and  partook  of  the  eggs  and  muffins,  which  Loo 
BeOenden  was  equaUy  disposed  to  discuss — ^with 
many  a  matter-of.fiM*t  observation  upon  what  was 
passing  that  would,  if  repeated,  very  seriously 
ofiend  all  those  young  ladies,  who  have  no  notion 
that  lovers  can  be  assailed  by  any  of  the  ordina- 
xy  wants,  or  demands  of  nature,  which  tend  to 
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compromise  the  dignity  of  the  rest  of  man  and 
woman-kind. 

But  as  it  is  our  desire,  as  well  as  our  interest, 
to  please  every  order  and  description  of  readers, 
this  sensitive  portion  of  our  fiur  friends  may  rest 
assured,  that  neither  Percy  Mallory  nor  Loo  BcU 
lenden  shall  be  permitted  to  eat  or  drink — that 
is,  in  public— during  the  remainder  of  their  jour- 
ney— ^which,  owing  to  the  prodigious  powers  of 
somnolency,  exhibited  by  the  bodkin  chaperon, 
was  occupied,  I  am  credibly  informed,  by  olie  of 
the  parties — ^not  the  sleeping  one— by  a  display 
of  sentiment,  that  would  have  done  honor  to 
Grandison  himself,  in  one  of  his  most  oratmcal 
moods.  As  to  Loo  Bellenden,  Harriet  Bjrron  was 
an  Ethiop  to  her. — What  can  we  say  more  ? — 
Nothing,  but  that  the  parties  arrived  safe,  and 
without  interruption,  at  the  end  of  their  journey, 
or,  at  least,  in  the  outskirts  of  the  town,  when 
Percy  directed  the  boys  to  drive  straight  to  the 
house  of  my  Lord  Harweden. 

When  the  carpage  drew  up  to  the  docHr,  there 
appeared  to  be  persons  unceremoniously  passii^ 
backwards  and  forwards  through  the  principal 
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entrance,  and  all  the  state  and  form,  which  Percy 
had  observed  in  his  former  visit,  superseded  by 
that  sort  of  indifference  and  confiision,  which 
marks  the  absence  of  supreme  command.  His 
forebodings  soon  attributed  the  change  to  its  true 
cause.  The  first  inquiry  informed  him,  that  Lord 
Harweden  had  expired  that  morning,  in  conse- 
quence of  another  paralytic  attack.  The  second 
disclosed  to  him,  that  Mr  Dossiter  was  in  pos- 
sessicm  of  the  house,  as  his  Lordship^s  executor, 
and  that  he  and  his  son  were,  at  this  moment, 
busily  employed  in  sealing  up  his  Lordship^s 
drawers  and  papers. 

Percy  felt  the  difficulty  of  deciding,  without 
preparation,  upon  the  measures  necessary  to  be 
pursued  in  this  posture  of  affairs.  He  had  nei- 
ther right  nor  pretext  for  interfering  with  the 
Dossiters  in  the  discbarge  of  what  might  be — 
and  which,  at  all  events,  he  had  no  means  of 
proving  was  not,  their  duty.  It  would  be  im- 
possible, in  such  a  moment,  to  enforce  the  claims 
of  Miss  Bellenden,  whatever  might  be  their  na- 
ture,— and  the  indelicacy,  independent  of  all 
other  considerations,  of  bringing  her  into  contact 
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with  them,  who  had  rendered  themselves  bo  per« 
sonally  obnoxious  to  her  resentment,  determined 
him  upon  taking  the  counsel  of  his  pillow,  if  no 
better  were  to  be  found,  before  he  proceeded  to 
take  any  measures  in  the  business. 

With  respect  to  the  disposal  of  Miss  BdD^ideB, 
he  saw  that  decisive  steps  were  immediatdy  ne- 
cessary ;  and  fortunately,  although  he  had  not  a 
choice  of  resources,  he  was  the  more  readily  gm^ 
bled  to  fix  upon  one,  which  was  not  only  onob- 
jectipnable,  but  which  could  not  be  exceeded  I7 
any  advantages  the  whole  range  of  London  socie- 
ty coidd  have  afforded  him. 

He  ordered  the  drivers  to  proceed  to  Lady  Sa- 
rah HenesseyX  and  felt  as  secure  and  confident 
in  her  Ladyship^s  protection  of  his  beloved  tra- 
velling companion,  as  he  was  of  her  essential  ^pia- 
lifications  for  the  office.  The  peculiar  situation 
of  Miss  Bellenden  woidd  have  prevented  her 
making  objections  to  thus  obtruding  hersdf  upon 
a  perfect  stranger,  even  if  she  had  not  felt,  hoot 
Percy^s  description,  that  minds  influenced  by  the 
genuine  impulses  of  our  nature,  are  drawn  and  at- 
tracted towards  each  other  by  sympathy,  and  that 
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Lady  Sarah  and  herself  would  not  be  strangers, 
even  on  a  first  meeting. 

Every  thing  turned  out  as  had  been  anticipat- 
ed; and  Lady  Sarah,  who  was  fortunately  at 
home,  received — as  a  parent  would  a  returning 
child — the  firiendless  and  amiable  Loo  BeUen- 
den. 

After  the  first  ceremony  of  introduction  and 
explanation  was  over,  Percy  made  his  apologies 
to  her  Ladyship  for  his  apparent  neglect  in  not 
having  answered  the  note  he  had  received  just  as 
he  was  leaving  town,  upon  what  had  proved  so 
propitious  a  mission.  Her  Ladyship,  in  turn, 
explained  to  him  the  cause  of  her  writing,  and  of 
the  sudden  retreat  of  the  De  Lacy  family,  in 
pretty  nearly  the  same  terms  in  which  we  have 
ventured  to  anticipate  it.  The  young  lady^s  ill- 
ness had  been  attributed  to  a  disappointed  pas- 
sion, and  the  blood  of  the  De  Lacys  boiled  at 
the  degeneracy  of  a  daughter  of  ^*  the  house,^ 
#ho  could  look  downwards  with  an  eye  of  at- 
tachment—or descend  to  view,  as  a  lover,  any  man 
whose  ancestors  coidd  not  be  regularly  traced  to 
a  period  previous  at  least  to  the  War  of  the 
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Roses.  The  firiendship  of  Sir  Hugh— and  of 
Grandison,  for  Percy — ^which  had  grown  with 
his  growth,  and  strengthened  with  his  strength, 
had  first  taken  root,  when  our  young  fiiend  ap- 
peared as  Mr  Bycott's  son  and  har  (who  was 
known  to  Sir  Hugh  as  a  branch  of  the  Claras 
don  family)  was,  in  the  generosity  of  their 
hearts,  rather  increased  than  weakened  by  there- 
verse  of  fortune  which  had  despoiled  him  of  his 
honors — ^but  from  that  period — ^both — but  parti- 
cularly Sir  Hugh,  who  deemed  the  passions,  as 
well  as  the  manners  of  mankind,  subject  to  the 
laws  of  etiquette,  considered  an  union  between 
Percy  and  Gertrude  de  Lacy  as  much  out  of  the 
question,  as  that  the  sun  should  deviate  firom  his 
course,  and  make  his  appearance  to-morrow  mon- 
ing  in  the  west ! 

When  the  supposed  discovery  was,  therefore, 
made,  the  poor  prVs  sufferings  were  ranked  a- 
mong  those  diseases  of  the  mind  to  which,  in- 
deed, lenitives  may  be  applied — ^but  which  forbid 
compliance  with  any  of  the  disordered  fancies  or 
demands  of  the  patient.  There  was,  indeed,  a 
fearful  counterbalance  of  feeling  in  the  ojqxMite 
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scale,  which  rendered  the  regimen  most  afflicting 
to  those  who  were  called  upon  to  practise  it — ^but 
it  was  imperative,  and  no  doubt  or  qualm  could 
be  admitted  to  interfere  between  the  sufferings  of 
an  individual,  and  the  common  interests  of  all 
who  were  concerned  in  the  pure  transmission  of 
the  blood  of  the  De  Lacys  to  posterity. 

Percy,  as  we  have  seen,  was  probed  by  his 
6dend  Grandison  upon  this  delicate  topic — and 
although  he  came  out  pure  and  dear  from  the 
ordeal,  the  latter  dared  not  trust  himself  any  long- 
er to  meet  a  man,  who,  even  without  intending 
it,  had  caused  a  sort  of  schism  in  a  family  whose 
orthodoxy  was  coeval  with  its  antiquity.  To 
remove  Miss  De  Lacy  from  the  scene  of  conta- 
gion, was  the  first  measure  that  the  wisdom  of 
the  internal  cabinet  suggested— and  her  physi- 
cians making  no  objection  to  her  leaving  town*- 
the  whole  family,  including  even  Grandison, 
were  packed  up,  bag  and  baggage,  and  carried  off 
to  the  only  place  in  which  they  considered  their 
charge  could  be  safely  deposited — the  seat  of 
their  ancestors  at  Lacy  Royal — where  every  re- 
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collection  would  add  force  to  the  fiunily  notknB 
of  what  was  due  to  the  fiimily  Uood. 

Lady  Sarah  was  too  deeply  interested  in  the 
fitte  of  her  young  fiiend  to  part  with  her,  until 
she  had  ascertained  how  she  was  likdy  to  hear 
the  journey,  and  had,  therefore,  taken  chaqpe  of 
the  invalid  in  heic  own  carriage,  and  accompanied 
the  party  their  first  day^s  pc^on  of  it. 

The  air  and  motion  of  the  conveyance  ap- 
peared to  produce  the  most  fiivourable  efiect  upoa 
Grertrude^s  health— or  at  leadt  upon  her  nerves — 
and  Lady  Sarah — the  gentlest  and  kindest  of 
human  beings — thinking  she  perceived  a  wish  on 
the  part  of  her  young  companion  to  open  her 
heart  to  her,  as  cautiously  as  tend^ly  led  the 
way  to  it  Her  I^adyship,  in  a  very  short  time, 
ascertained  that  poor  Percy  must  be  fully  ac- 
quitted of  all  part  and  share  in  the  sufferings  of 
Grertrude.  She  spoke  of  him  as  a  brother  when 
she  loved — ^but  when  Lady  Sarah  distantly  al- 
luded to  feelings  of  a  more  tender  nature  in  asso- 
ciation with  his  name— she  quickly  perceived  thai 
if  love  was  the  young  lady^s  disease,  it  must  have 
been  contracted  in  some  other  quarter.     Further, 
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however,  she  could  not  penetrate,  and  this,  her 
Ladyship  informed  Percy,  was  all  that  she  could 
collect  before  her  return  to  town — ^but — ^what,read^ 
er,  will  be  thy  feelings  of  sympathy  and  commit 
seratifm  for  the  family  of  De  Lacy  whai  it  is 
told — and  told  it  must  be,  for  the  proceedings 
of  such  a  fiunily  cannot  be  carried  on  in  a  com&t 
•—that  two  days  after  their  arrival  in  their  fisut- 
hold  in  the  mountains  of  Cumberland,  Miss  De 
Lacy  was  missing— and  whilst  every  wood  and 
coppice  were  searched — and  all  the  fish-ponds 
dragged— for  derangement  was  the  only  view 
taken  of  the  young  lady's  case— she  having  reach- 
ed the  Scottish  border  in  company  with  the  ^*  in- 
nocent and  harmless''  shadow  of  her  brother 
Grandison- was  sacrificing  all  for  love  at  the 
shrine  of  Hymen,  under  the  jJebeian  substitute 
for  the  great  patronymic  De  Lacy,  of  Mrs  Birt- 
whisUe !  This  is  just  one  of  those  incidents 
which  occur  every  day  in  the  world,  and  at  which, 
nevertheless,  the  world  as  constantly  holds  up  its 
huids  and  cries, "  Who  would  have  thought  it !" 
But  what,  after  all,  can  be  more  natural  ? — a 
girl,  educated  in  perfect  seclusion — ^ignorant  of 
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life,  as  of  the  influence  of  the  passions — ^thrown 
into  the  society  of  a  young  man,  the  fiiend,  as 
she,  knowing  nothing  about  flappers  or  doaUes, 
supposes  him  to  be— selected  as  an  object  of  at- 
tention for  the  first  time — flattered  by  exdusiTe 
deTotion,  and  excited  by  new  sensations,  whidi 
seemed  to  melt  into  life  by  being  placed  within 
the  influence  of  a  foreign  siun — what,  we  ask,  can 
be  more  natural  than  that  this  poor  girl  should 
be  made  captive  to  the  designs  of  Mr  Birtwhistle, 
who,  whateyer  he  might  appear  under  the  ludi- 
crous pencil  of  Grandison — ^was  a  gentleman  ap- 
parently of  rank  and  fortune,  and  pasiHvelf 
of  good  features  and  personable  pretensions? 
There  is  always  some  danger  in  the  calculadons 
of  vanity,  and  the  inferences  of  conscious  superi- 
ority. Birtwhistle  was  a  man  who  might  have 
measured  intellect  with  his  presumed  protector, 
had  he  not,  for  his  own  purposes,  consented  to 
play  second  fiddle,  and  to  follow  him  into  sodeQr, 
where  custom  had  forbidden  him  at  once  to  take  the 
lead.  He  had  fortune,  and  through  his  patron  the 
entri  into  high  life.  A  fashionable  wife  would 
fix  him  there  beyond  the  reach  of  fate — and  hii 
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patron  had  promised  him  even  this,  as  the  final 
consummation  of  his  protectorship.  Such  things 
occur  every  day,  and  every  hour,  as  any  man 
may  perceive  who  casts  his  eyes  around  him. 
Grandison  did  not  condescend  to  forbid  ^^  such  a 
person'"  aspiring  to  a  daughter  of  the  house  of 
De  Lacy,  because  such  an  egregious  piece  of  pre- 
sumption never  occurred  in  a  presentable  shape 
to  his  imagination.  Consequently,  whenever  the 
substance  was  engaged  without  his  shadow^-the 
services  and  attendance  of  the  latter  were  still 
**  with  steady  l9yalty^  taught  to  follow  the  "  next 
of  kin.'*  Percy  might,  indeed,  have  proved  a 
formidable  rival  to  this  yoimg  aspirant,  but  the 
beloved  companion  of  her  infancy  was  fixed  in 
Gertrude^s  heart  in  brotherly  union  with  Gran- 
dison— and  his  attentions  received  exactly  in  that 
tone  of  feeling  in  which  they  were  paid. 

Lady  Sarah  never  felt  occasion  to  interfere  with 
Mr  Birtwhistle^s  operations — ^for,  even  had  his 
flirtation  with  her  niece  displayed  anything  of  a 
marked  nature  in  it,  he  appeared  as  the  licensed 
friend,  as  he  was  the  constant  companion  of  her 
nephew— and  whenever  the  latter  wished  to  be 
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independent  of  his  adjunct,  he  would  inthout  ce- 
lemony  bid  Grertrude  and  her  Ladyship  ^^  enter- 
tain  Birty,  who  was  the  best  fellow  in  theworid,^ 
^-or  *^  keepBirty  to  dinner,  who  would  aflord  them 
ample  amusemait  in  his  *  unavoidable^  absence  !* 
Her  Ladyship^s  little  select  parties,  whidi  were 
^constant  during  the  season,  afforded  every  oppor- 
tunity to  ^<  the  best  fellow  in  the  world,"^  to  row 
der  himself  agreeable  to  the  young  lady — as 
nmther  of  them  joined  the  curde  of  the  ^^  Blues,^ 
—-or  the  card-table,  which  together  made  up  the 
occupations  of  Lady  Sarah^s  evening  oonver- 
saudone. 

Percy,  indeed,  frequently  presented  himsdf  as 
a  third  in  the  little  party — but  Birtwhisde  quidt- 
ly  perceived  he  had  no  rival  to  encounter  in  him 
-—and  there  was  nothing  in  his  presence  which 
could  interfere  with  his  scheme,  which  was  as  in- 
geniously as  successfully  prosecuted,  under  the 
ordinary  forms  of  social  int^t»urse. 

It  was  on  the  evening  whai  Percy,  describing 
all  the  doubts  and  perplexities  of  his  own  passiim 
to  Gertoide  de  Lacy,  that  she  first  discovered 
and  acknowledged  to  herself-^^om  the  sudden 
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consciougiiess  of  the  symptoms  described,  that 
she  was  indeed  a  victim  to  the  same  passion, 
and  that  her  fiiture  happiness  was  in  the  hands 
and  exclusively  dependant  upon  her  brother^s 
firiend,  Mr  Birtwhistle ! 

The  subsequent  iUness  of  the  young  lady,  al- 
though severe  at  first,  had  been  rather  exaggerat- 
ed in  the  rqiorts  made  to  Percy,  as  a  more  de- 
cent plea  for  declining  his  visits,  than  a  direct 
avowal  of  their  suspicions — whilst  the  real  cause 
of  all  the  family  embarrassments  was  suffered  to 
come  and  go,  just  as  he  pleased,  like  a  favourite 
poodle,  whom  every  body  tolerates  for  its  mas- 
ter's sake — ^whom  many  like  for  its  own  monkey 
tricks — ^and  whom  nobody  thinks  of  when  they 
have  anything  else  to  think  of  or  to  do. 

The  conviction  on  the  minds  of  all  most  con^ 
cemed — after  the  young  lady  herself — ^that  Percy 
was  the  object  to  be  apprehended,  afforded  Birt- 
whistle still  more  frequent  opportunities  of  com- 
muning with  Ids  love,  than  coidd  otherwise,  even 
among  the  most  secure  of  those  who  consider 
rank  and  birth  insurmountable  barriers  to  plebeian 
pretensions,  have  been  left  open  to  him.     To  do 
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him  justice^  he  made  the  most  of  his  good  for- 
tune— and  when  he  acknowledged  to  Gertrude, 
as  he  laid  his  pretennons  and  fortune  at  her  feet, 
that  if  Sir  Hugh  were  to  demand  his  pedigree, 
he  could  scarcely  trace  a  grandfiither  through  the 
mist  and  obscurity  of  his  genealogy,  she  saw, 
and  confessed  that  their  hopes  were  indeed  des- 
perate. We  all  know  with  what  fadU^  expe- 
dients are  welcomed  in  the  hour  of  despair- 
especially  when  they  come,  suggested  as  they  did 
in  the  instance  before  us,  by  a  friend,  whose  in- 
terests claim  to  be  identified  with  our  own ! 

To  gain  the  consent  of  her  family  to  sudi  an 
union,  was  beyond  the  range  of  eren  possiUe  cal- 
culation— to  give  up  her  first  love — ^the  being 
who  alone  could  secure  cTen  a  portion  of  happi- 
ness on  this  side  the  grave,  was  a  hard  alterna- 
tive, in  the  event  of  yielding  to  the  prejudices  of 
her  family. — This,  when  urged  in  the  subdued 
tones,  and  with  all  the  tenderness  of  a  lover — for 
such,  and  a  sincere  one,  we  must  honestly  confess 
he  was,  aiforded  too  powerful  an  argument  to  be 
resisted  by  one — who  had  been  educated  almost 
•upon  mechanical  principles,  and  who^  with  all  the 
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milder  qualities  of  her  nature,  had  been  taught 
rather  to  obey  than  to  reason,  upon  the  few 
events  in  her  short  career  of  womanhood,  which 
admitted  of  altemative  or  selection. 

Grandison,  who  was  to  make  up  a  part  in  the 
melancholy  family  procession  to  Lacy  Royal, 
called  for  Birty,  as  he  called  for  his  gloves-^and 
thus  good-naturedly  saved  the  happy  bridqproom 
all  die  inconvenience  of  a  northern  trip,  by  set* 
ting  him  down  almost  at  the  door  of  the  Temple 
of  Hymen. 

Such  was  the  purport  of  Lady  Sarah^s  com- 
munication to  Percy*— who  felt  for  the  fiunily,  and 
lamented  the  prejudices  which  would  probably 
mar  the  fiiture  happiness  of  their  daughter.  The 
evil  was  without  remedy — but  the  more  evil  con* 
sequences  might  be  averted. 

Grandison  had  pursued  the  fugitives— but, 
fortunately — ^because  there  is  no  saying  into  what 
excesses  his  irritable  feelings  might  have  hurried 
him— they  had  too  many  hours  start  of  him. 
He  had  ascertained  their  marriage,  and  reflecting 
upon  the  irremediable  nature  of  the  calamity,  and 
being  entirely  without  a  dew,  when  he  had  reach- 
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ed  Edinburgh — ^he  wrote  a  few  hasty  lines  to  his 
fiither,  whom  he  could  not  bear  to  meet,  since  Us 
own  folly  and  vanity,  in  fact,  were  the  cause  of 
all  the  mischief  which  had  ensued.  Finding  t 
vessel  at  Leith  destined  for  the  Baltic,  he  pat 
himself  on  board,  and  fled  from  the  consequoioes 
thus  entailed  upon  him,  which  he  feared  to  oi- 
counter  among  his  old  friends,  in  the  shape  of 
banter  or  reproach,  for  having  been  made  the  dope 
of  his  own  &u^/ 

Percy,  in  his  turn,  acquainted  Lady  Sarah 
with  the  outlines  of  his  own  adventure,  and  leav- 
ing his  fidr  companion  to  fill  up  the  details,  he 
took  his  leave  of  the  ladies,  in  order  to  pursue 
such  measures  as  might  be  found  necessary,  in 
consequence  of  Lord  Harweden^s  death,  and  pro- 
mised to  see  the  ladies  on  the  following  morning. 
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Pebct  now  pursued  his  inquiries  with  unre- 
mitting diligence,  and  soon  learned  all  that  could 
be  gleaned,  as  to  the  actual  occurrences  which  had 
taken  place  during  his  short  absence.  The  se- 
cond attack  of  paralysis  proved  immediately  &tal 
to  Lord  Harweden,  and  the  elder  Dossiter,  who 
was  in  the  house  at  the  time,  declaring  himself 
executor  according  to  his  Lordship^s  will,  in  his 
possession,  was  without  opposition  admitted  to  the 
free  exerdce  of  his  office,  by  servants  who,  for  the 
greater  part,  were  his  own  agents  and  depend- 
ants. 

To  check  or  control  him  and  his  son,  who  had 
joined  him  on  his  arrival  from  the  north,  was, 
Percy  found,  impracticable.  He  could  only  reach 
them  through  some  regular  and  legal  channel,  and 
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for  this  purpose  hastened  to  his  old  frigid,  JAt 
Spencer,  the  Special  Pleader,  under  whom  he  had 
been  placed  on  his  first  arrival  in  London. 

To  him  he  related  every  thing  that  had  passed 
between  Lord  Harweden  and  himself — and  the 
detail  of  his  adventures  in  the  progress  of  his  late 
journey,  as  well  as  the  circumstances  connected 
with  Miss  Bellenden'^s  caption,  detention,  and  es- 
cape. The  lawyer  listened  with  attention  to  the 
recital  He  knew  the  Dossiters  wdl — and  saw 
that  the  strcmgest  and  most  prompt  measures  were 
necessary  in  order  to  counteract  dieir  schemes, 
unless  the  infiituation  of  their  late  employer  had 
anned  them  with  a  power  against  which  it  migfal 
be  impossiUe  to  c(mtend.  As  a  preliminary  mea- 
sure, he  advised,  that  the  ckim  <^  Miss  Bdkn- 
den  should  be  immediately  brought  forward^  and 
as  they  were  aititled — after  the  communication  of 
Lord  Harweden,  to  info*  that  this  was  for  some 
purpose  or  other,  hereafter  to  be  explained,  an  as- 
sumed name— that  the  claim  should  be  made  out 
under  the  style  and  title  of  Lady  Louisa  Claroi- 
don. 

Percy  still  hesitated  to  examiae  the  papers  con- 
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tained  in  the  blue  trunk,  whidi  had  so  strangdy 
&llen  into  his  hands,  although  he  felt  justified  in 
retaining  them  for  the  benefit  of  Miss  Bellenden, 
should  they  be  driv^  to  extremities  by  the  chi* 
canery  of  the  Dossiters. 

Mr  Spencer,  as  the  o£Scial  agent  of  Lady 
Louisa  Clarendon,  took  die  necessary  steps  to  es- 
tablish the  pretensions  of  Loo  Bellenden  to  that 
title,  and  the  property  which  was  attadied  to  it — 
Crusting  rather  to  the  light  which  might  be  thrown 
upon  the  subject  by  the  answers  which  should  be 
put  in,  than  to  any  actual  information  beyond  that 
of  Lord  Harweden^'S  verbal  communication  to  Per- 
cy, 

In  this  he  was  disappointed — for,  within  a  few 
hours  after  the  ddiivery  of  his  notice  to  Mr  Cle- 
ment Dossiter,  he  received  a  note  Arom  that  gen^ 
tleman,  simply  stating  his  general  ignorance  of  the 
existence  of  any  such  person  as  Lady  Louisa  Cla- 
rendon ;  and  the  necessity  of  waiving  all  discus- 
sion connected  with  the  afiairs  of  Lord  Harweden 
until  after  the  ftmeral,  when  his  Lordship^s  will 
would  be  opened. 

In  the  mean  time,  Chancery  lawyers  were  con- 
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suited  .as  to  the  practicability  of  making  Miss 
Bellenden  a  ward  of  that  Court — but  the  difficul- 
ty of  proving  her  legitimacy  presented  a  formid- 
able bar  to  the  assumption  of  even  a  title  of  cour- 
tesy ;  and  under  the  name  of  Bellenden  she  would 
have  no  ground  of  proceeding  against  the  repe- 
sentatives  of  her  late  father,  if  such  he  should 
eventually  prove  to  have  been. 

It  was  resolved,  therefore,  to  await  the  event  of 
the  opening  of  the  will — and  the  only  requisitian 
made  by  Fercy^s  lawyer  was,  that,  as  the  represen- 
tative of  Lady  Louisa  Clarendon,  known  by  the 
name  of  Miss  Louisa  Bellenden,  he  should  be  pie- 
sent  at  the  reading.  A  civil  assent  was  returned 
to  this— -and  the  day  appointed  for  the  ceremony 
was  at  the  same  time  communicated  to  Mr  Spen- 
cer. 

Loo  Bellenden,  supported  by  Lady  Sarah,  fdt 
not  only  equal  to  the  task  of  meeting  the  inquiry, 
but  expressed  her  determination  to  pursue  it  until 
she  should  be  relieved  firom  all  suspense  on  the 
question  of  her  birth,  and  if  she  could  not  shake 
oiT  the  obloquy  which  had  hitherto  galled  and 
wounded  her  high  spirit,  to  ascertain  at  least  the 
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ftdl  extent  of  the  evil  under  which  she  was  con> 
demned  to  sufier. 

On  the  day  appointed,  Mr  Spencer  attended  at 
the  house  of  Lord  Harweden,  and  was  received 
with  perfect  civility  by  Mr  Dossiter,  who  conduct- 
ed him  to  the  library,  where  the  principal  servants, 
and  some  other  persons  whose  business  there  was 
not  so  evident,  were  in  attendance. 

At  the  head  of  a  table,  round  which  these  per- 
sons were  assembled,  was  an  arm-chair,  evidently 
placed  there  for  some  person  who  was  yet  to  make 
his  appearance,  for  Mr  Dossiter  and  his  son,  with 
papers  and  parchments,  and  boxes  before  them,had 
taken  theirstation  at  thebottomof  thetable,butwere 
still  standing,  and  in  the  act  of  waiting  for  some 
superior  authority  to  open  their  proceedings. 

At  length,  the  folding  doors  from  the  adjoin- 
ing apartment  were  thrown  open,  and  an  elderly 
gentleman  in  deep  mourning,  slightly  bowing  to 
the  company,  took  his  seat  in  the  vacant  chair, 
and  made  a  sign  to  Mr  Dossiter  to  proceed  in  the 
business  for  which  diey  were  assembled. 

Mr  Dossiter  broke  the  seals  of  the  cover  which 
inclosed  the  will. 
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On  perceiving  another  sealed  indosure,  he  etait- 
ed,  and  evidently  changed  colour.  He  paused 
for  a  moment,  and  turned  his  eye  upon  his  son, 
who  stood  looking  over  his  shoulder. 

^*  Proceed,  Mr  Dossiter,^  said  the  gendemsD 
somewhat  impatiently,  who  appeared  to  prende. 

^*  It  is  superscribed,  my  Lord, — *  To  be  open- 
ed only  in  the  presence  of  my  Brother^  the  Earl 
of  Hanveden.'' "" 

"  Well,  Sir—4Uid  I  am  here  to  warrant  your 
breaking  the  seaL^ — Mr  Dossiter  could  no  longer 
delay,  and  r^noving  the  impe£ment,  bq;an  to 
read. 

The  will  opened  like  most  wills,  that  are 
technically  drawn  up,  and  Mr  Dossiter  began  to 
read  with  a  rapid  and  derk-like  sort  of  articula- 
tion— ^which  seems  to  take  for  granted  all  that  is 
to  be  rehearsed  and  recited  until  the  more  import- 
ant specifications  are  to  be  more  elaborately  enun- 
ciated. This,  however,  did  not  seem  to  satisfy  his 
Lorddiip,  who  waved  his  hand  for  the  lawyer  to 
stop — and  observed,  that,  probably  Mr  Dossiter 
had  previously  read  the  will,  md  was  master  of 
its  contents. 
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**  Not  of  the  will,  my  Lord,"  was  the  answer ; 
^^  but  the  rough  copy  which  I  drew  up  under  the 
late  Lord  Harweden'*s  instructions." 

^'  That  is  pretty  nearly  the  same  thing,  Sir— 
we,  to  whom  this  advantage  does  not  extend,  must 
entreat  you  will  read  it  more  dbtincdy— and 
first.  Sir,  the  date,  if  you  please." 

<'  Certainly,  my  Lord^^unquestionaUy-«-the 
date — ^the  date  is — ^here  is  some— «ome  mistake   ■ 
it  purports  to  be  dated  as  late  as  the  fifteenth  of 
last  month,  whereas  — — «" 

**  We  have  only  to  do,  Sir,"  observed  his  Lord- 
ship somewhat  sternly — ^^  We  have  only  to  do  with 
the  document  before  us — ^you  will,  therefore,  Mr 
Dossiter,  be  pleased  to  read  on." 

"  Certainly,  my  Lord — only — Clarendon,  let 
me  see  the  envelope^— it  is  docqueted — ^hey !" 

'<  In  your  own  hand-writing,"  observed  the 
son,  with  a  look  that  seemed  to  stagger  the  wor* 
thy  lawyer. 

"  Proceed,  Sir,"  cried  Lord  Harweden,  "  or 
deliver  the  parchment  to  be  read  by  that  gaitle- 
man,"  pointing  to  Mr  Spencer,  ^^  who  professes  to 
be  the  agent  of  a  client  in  the  clouds.     He  will, 
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at  least,  read  intelligibly,  and  he  looks— as  if  he 
would  read  straight  forward."' 

Mr  Dossiter  bowed,  but  did  not  ofifer  to  resign 
his  office,  although  it  appeared  every  moment  to 
become  more. and  more  irksome.  He  read  more 
slowly,  indeed,  than  the  check  he  had  originally 
received  seemed  to  warrant.  The  words  ran  thus, 
after  the  preliminary  vouchers  before  alluded  to 
touching  the  fiiith,  and  the  sanity  of  the  testativ — 

'^  To  atone  in  some  measure,  however  inade- 
quatdy,  for  the  criminal  and  crooked  policy 
through  which  I  have  been  induced  to  injure  and 
wrong  those,  whose  natural  claims  ought  to  have 
secured  to  them  my  best  offices,  and  kindest 
affi^tions;  and  to  inflict  the  penalty  of  tbeb 
crimes  upon  those,  who,  having  subjected  me  to 
their  control  by  a  sense  of  my  own  degrading  sub- 
serviency to  their  schemes, — I  hereby,  in  the  first 
instance,  revoke  and  cancel  all  former  wills,  or 
codicils,  or  testamentary  dispositions  whatever, 
which  I  may  have  been  induced  to  subscribe,  con- 
firming this  to  be  my  last  and  final  will,  touching 
the  disposal  of  aU  my  propertv*  as  well  real  asper- 
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sonal,  of  which  I  may  be  possessed  at  the  time  of 
mj  death.^ 

Mr  Dossiter  had,  by  a  strong  effort,  contriyed 
to  read  so  far,  although  half  suffocated  apparent- 
ly by  It — ^but,  with  the  close  of  the  sentence,,  end- 
ed even  the  possibility  of  a  further  struggle,  and 
he  would  haTe  fiillen,  had  not  his  son  caught  him 
in  his  arms,  and  placed  him  in  his  chair. 

'^  Mr  Spencer,^  said  Lord  Harweden,  address- 
ing that  gentleman,  without  vouching  an  observa- 
tion, or  evai  a  look  of  sympathy,  upon  the  faint- 
ing lawyer — ^^  will  you  do  us  the  favour  to  be- 
come Mr  Dossit^'^s  substitute?  It  is  possible 
you  may  not  be  so  interested  for  a  living  client 
as  that  gentleman  appears  to  be  for  a  defunct 
one." 

Dossiter  attempted  to  speak. — His  son,  Claren- 
don, offered  to  undertake  the  task  in  whidi  his 
fiither  had  fiiiled.  Lord  Harweden  looked  only 
for  Mr  Spencer'^s  assent  to  his  requisition,  and 
then  desired  the  papers  to  be  transferred  to  him. 

After  stating  in  substance  the  causes  and  cir- 
cumstances which  led  to  the  adoption  of  the 
scheme  to  secure  a  male  heir,  in  his  own  line,  to 
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the  fiunily  title  and  prq>erty,  the  will  of  Loid 
Harwedaigoes  on  to  relate  more  in  detail  the  le- 
moval  of  his  infimt  daughter  to  the  charge  of  Mr 
Clement  Doflaiter,  declaring  the  person  called, 
and  known  by  the  name  of  Loo  or  Louisa  Beilen- 
den,  to  be  his  lawful  child — and  as  such,  legally 
entitled,  upon  her  coming  of  age,  to  certain  es- 
tates, rent  charges,  &a  therein  enumerated  and 
specified — ^'  Mr  Clemait  Dosater^ — it  proceeds 
to  say — ^'  is  in  possession  of  every  requisite  docu- 
ment to  establish  her  just  and  legitimate  daims, 
although,  from  time  to  time,  and  under  yariooi 
pretexts,  he  has  delayed  to  place  them  in  my 
handB."" 

^  The  case  of  your  dient,  Sir,^  obsenred  Lord 
Harweden  to  the  reader,  ^<  seems  to  improve. — 
Mr  Dossiter  will  have  no  objection  to  fumidi  such 
documents— or  if  he  does ^ 

Dossiter,  for  the  first  time,  lifted  his  eyes  to- 
wards  the  speaker : — 

"  They  may  not  be  forthcoming,  my  Lord,'* 
said  he,  in  a  low  and  tremulous  tone,  as  if  be 
doubted  whether  his  biddi9ig  would  be  taken. 

^<  I  understand  you,  Mr  Dossiter— -Proceed, 
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SiT,^  added  his  Lordship,  addressing  Mr  Spen- 
cer. 

A  wiD  is  not  a  very  interesting  documait  to 
those  who  are  not  expectants — we  shall,  iherefore, 
simply  observe  that,  as  the  one  in  question  was 
intended  to  operate  as  a  sponge  upon  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  noble  testator,  for  nearly  twenty 
jewtB  of  his  life,  it  was  not  only  what  the  Ameri- 
cans would  call  lengthy — ^but  what  every  body 
present — ^with,  perhaps,  two  exceptions,  in  which 
the  Messrs  Dossiters  were  certainly  not  include 
ed — ^might  call  rather  prolix  and  prosy.*— For  our 
purpose,  and  for  that  of  our  readers,  it  is  suffix 
cient  to  know  that,  after  exposing  many  of  the 
schemes  of  the  Dossiters,  with  proofs  and  referen- 
ces for  the  instruction  of  his  heir,  Lord  Harweden 
devises  the  whole  of  his  unentailed  property,  real 
and  personal,  to  his  brother  and  successor,  with 
the  exception  often  thousand  pounds  to  his  daugh> 
ter,  which  had  originally  been  settled  up<m  her, 
when  her  alienation  from  her  family  had  been 
considered  irrevocable.  His  Lordship  assigns 
a  double  motive,  as  operating  upon  him  in  this 
disposition  of  his  property. — First,  because  the 
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fortune  of  his  daughter  is  conaderaUe,  and  ap- 
parently more  than  ought,  with  propriety,  he  ea- 
trusted  to  a  young  woman,  naturally  of  a  weak 
and  nervous  habit,  and,  for  some  time  past,  un- 
fortunately subject  to  mental  aberration. — ^At  this 
part.  Lord  Harweden  turned  to  Mr  Dosdter,  and 
asked 

"  Whether  this  unfortunate  young  Lady  were 
past  all  hopes  ?^ 

^^  I  can  answer  that  question,  my  Lord,^  said 
Mr  Spencer  with  a  smile. 

^<  I  would  radier  Mr  Dossiter  answered  it,^  was 
die  dry  reply. 

^^  My  answer,^  replied  ihat  worthy  gentl^nan, 
still  in  a  subdued  tone,  ^^  must  depend  upon  cir- 
cumstances— she  has  lately  evaded  her  keepers." 

^'  Then  she  must  be  desperate,  indeed,"  ob- 
served his  Lordship— and  the  order  of  the  day 
was  continued. 

The  other  motive  assigned  for  this  dispoation 
of  the  property,  was  the  desireof  making  a  peace- 
offering  to  an  injured  and  offaided  brother,  whom 
a  first  crime  had  alienated  from  his  affections,  and 
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t  second  justly  incurred  his  contempt  and  indig- 
nation. 

This  was  the  only  part  of  the  will,  which  ap^ 
peared  to  have  any  efiect  upon  the  feelings  of  the 
new  peer — and  he  seemed  as  sedulous  to  conceal 
what  he  felt,  as  Mr  Dossiter  himself,  who,  how- 
ever, did  not  succeed  quite  so  well. 

The  ceremony  being  concluded,  his  Lordship 
addressed  Mr  Spencer  in  a  tone,  which  would  ad- 
mit of  several  interpretations,  but  none  of  a  very 
conciliatory  cast.  He  observed,  that  he  was 
disposed  to  pay  every  attention  to  the  wishes  of 
his  late  brother — but  that  it  could  not  be  expect- 
ed the  claims  of  a  daughter,  whose  existence  was 
unknown  to  the  world  only  a  few  weeks  since, 
should  be  admitted,  without  proofs  incontrovertible 
of  her  identity,  to  the  possession  of  so  considerable 
a  portion  of  the  property  of  the  family, "  of 
which  I  now  must,^  said  he,  "  consider  myself 
not  only  the  representative — but  the  trustee. — I 
am  sure,^  and  he  threw  a  glance  of  deep  intelli- 
gence at  the  elder  Dossiter,  "  the  late  Lord  Har- 
weden's  agent  even  will  admit  the  justice  of  a  de« 
mur "" 

VOL.  III.  B 
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^'  Enottgh— enough,  my  Lord,^  cried  Dosnter, 
with  restored  animation,  after  so  long  a  suspennon; 
^^  you  are,  beyond  a  doubt,  justified"" — and,  with 
his  habitual  caution,  he  looked  round  to  catdi  the 
efiect  of  his  Lordship^s  observation,  and  his  own 
re^y,  upon  the  countenances  of  his  auditors.^ — ^He 
was  not  quite  pleased  widi  the  moTement  of  die 
musdes  on  that  of  Mr  Spenoer^-and  added,  appa- 
rently on  this  account 

**  I  speak  as  a  lawyer,  Mr  Spencer.^ 

'^  And  will,  no  doubt,  act  accordingly.'** Bn 

Lord  Harweden  put  a  stop  to  the  converaatioB, 
l^  the  dry  observation,  that  ^  he  beUeved  there 
was  nothing  further  to  detain  the  gentlemen  ;*ad- 
£ng,  <*  Mr  Dosater  will  hear  from  me^ — thiawas 
said  in  a  very  marked  tone,  which  the  lawyer 
seemed  to  understand,  and  hn  Lorddup  bowed 
and  retired. 

When  Mr  Spencer,  upon  his  return,  lepoarted 
to  P^xsy  what  had  passed  at  the  meeting,  it  is 
difficult  to  say,  whether  he  was  most  surprised 
€ft  mdignant.  The  existence  of  a  direct  heir  to 
die  title  was,  indeed,  a  matter  of  astcnuahment ; 
but  the  evident  collusion  attempted  to  be  pfa&- 
tised  by  this  person,  in  conjunction  with  Doiriter, 
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—whom,  from  the  exposure  in  the  will  itself,  he 
must  know  to  be  a  villain — ^was  not  to  be  borne 
with  patience  or  forbearance.  The  will  of  Lord 
Harweden  was  a  sufficient  authority,  on  which  to 
appeal  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  for  his  protection^ 
and  he  directed  Mr  Spencer  to  take  such  mea- 
sures as  might  afford  his  more  dum  ever  interest- 
ing charge  the  full  advantage  of  that  paternal 
regard  and  solicitude,  evinced  by  the  constitu- 
tion, for  the  rights  and  property  of  those,  who^ 
firom  their  youth,  or  unprotected  situation,  are 
disqualified  from  upholding  or  defending  them. 

It  will  not  be  supposed  that  Percy  returned  to 
his  chambers,  before  he  had  paid  a  visit  to  Lady 
Sarah  H&neaaefs,  in  Seymour  Place— or  that, 
having  been  prevailed  upon  to  stay  dinner,  he 
left  anything  untold  or  unsaid,  that  could  be  told 
or  said  upon  €0  interesting  a  topic  as  her  own  a£> 
fiiirs,  to  Loo  Bellendai— or  as  we,  who  are  ac- 
quainted with  focts  without  entangling  ourselves 
in  questions  of  legal  proof  and  identity,  may  call 
her.  Lady  Louisa— or  Lady  Loo  Clar^ad<m. 
Night,  however,  will  come— 4md  lovers,  as  well  as 
mere  mortal  men,  must  sleep,  and  must  go  home 
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to  do  80.  It  was,  however,  twelve  o'clock  before  he 
reached  the  Temple — and  in  his  wicket  he  found 
a  card  of  Mr  Rycott's^— with  a  pencil  memonm- 
dum,  that  he  would  call  again  at  eleven  o'clock 
on  the  succeeding  morning.  Percy  wished  he 
had  rather  left  his  address — as  the  hour  would 
probably  interfere  with  the  arrangements  he  mi^t 
have  to  make  with  his  lawyers.  To  meet  Mr 
Rycott,  however,  had  been  his  wish  for  some 
days  past,  and  he  had  been  surprised  that  he  had 
not  before  received  some  notification  of  his  being 
in  town.  Money,  more  than  he  could  command, 
might,  he  felt,  be  necessary  to  carry  on  the  pro- 
ceedings in  Lady  Louisa's  cause — and  upon  sudi 
an  occasion,  all  the  delicacy  which  he  would  have 
felt  in  seeking  pecuniary  aid  for  himself,  was  ab- 
sorbed in  the  paramount  consideration  of  obtain- 
ing redress  for  an  injured  and  oppressed  orphan 
— at  least,  so  he  reasoned^-and  the  possibility  of 
being  influenced  by  passion,  never  once  occurred 
to  his  mind,  whilst  it  was  settling  itself  down  to 
the  resolution  of  making  Mr  Rycott  a  party  to 
his  benevolent  purpose. 

Eleven  o'clock  came,  and  with  it  Mr  Rycott 
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punctual  to  his  appointment — ^but  he  had  not 
been  long  in  the  room,  before  Percy,  from  dertain 
well  known  symptoms,  almost  wished  he  had  been 
accompanied  by  his  travelling  supplement,  Mein- 
heer  Schwartz,  with  a  phial  or  two  extraordinary 
of  soothing  sedatives.  He,  indeed,  expressed 
himself  glad  to  see  his  ci-devtmi  son — ^but  talked 
himself  into  a  rage  for  having  been  left  in  the 
lurch  so  unceremoniously  at  Stamford.  He  could 
not  deny  that  the  plea  of  favouring  the  escape  of 
Miss  Bellenden  was  a  legitimate  one,  but  that 
placing  her  under  his  care  and  guardianship, 
would  have  answered  the  same  purpose,  and  have 
avoided  the  indecorum  of  having  travelled  ninety 
miles  in  her  company.  He  did  not  condemn  the 
zeal  evinced  by  Percy  in  the  prosecution  of  her 
claims  against  Dossiter,  and*  the  newly  found 
Earl  of  Harweden — ^but  he  reminded  him  that 
he  was  exhausting  his  own  funds,  which  he  was 
too  proud  to  replenish  at  the  expence  of  his 
friends,  and  that,  if  he  got  his  nose  into  Chance- 
ry, it  was  like  a  mouse-trap,  which  every  attempt 
to  retreat  from  would  only  serve  Xo   goad  the 
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poor  ciq)tive  cm,  until  he  was  feirly  caged,  and 
livetted  in  on  every  side. 

«  Besides,''  added  he,  "  you  know  nothing  rf 
diis  Lord,  who,  for  aught  you  can  prove  to  die 
contrary,  may  be  disposed,  upon  hearing  the  wfaok 
case,  to  do  justice  by  the  girl.^ 

<*  What !— When  he  openly  invited  that  viU 
lain  Dossiter  to  suppress  the  evidence  of  her  le- 
gitimacy ?^ 

**  Aye,  aye— that  may  be  your  way  of  telfiiig 
Ae  story — but  what  is  become  of  the  box— this 
blue  trunk  you  were  speaking  of?'* 

**  It  is  there,  Sir,"— pointing  to  a  book-dielf 
on  whidi  it  lay. 

"  Let's  see  it — ^it  may  tell  us." 

^^  I  am  doubtftd.  Sir — ^whether  in  proprie- 
ty  ^ 

*•  Propriety  ! — fiddle-sti<^ — By  Jove!  Sir,  yoo 
may  have  the  very  evidence  you  are  making  such 
a  fiiss  about  under  your  own  lock  and  key.  Hey, 
what's  the  blockhead  staring  at  ? — By  the  Lord 
Harry !  you  are  a  pretty  fellow  to  encounter  sudi 
adversaries  as  these  T)o8siter8 !" 
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<<  It  is  not  becaufie  they  are  unprincipled,  that 
I "^ 

*^  Should  turn  their  own  weapons  upon  them  ! 
— Psha  ! — give  it  to  me,  Sirrab<p-Hiot  a  syllable- 
call  up  my  carriage— give  me  the  key.  By  Jove!  I 
have  a  lawyer  wiU  untie  this  knot  in  half  the  time 
your  Spencers,  and  their  squeamish  clients,  like 
Mr  Percy  Ry ,  confound  it — Mallory  T 

"  But,  consider,  Sir ^" 

*^  By  Jove !  Sir,  I  will  not  consider — I  never 
considered  in  my  life  without  committing  some 
Uunder — ^here.  Sirrah— draw  upon  me  at  Mesors 
Drummonds— your  drafts  will  be  answered  to  any 
amount — not  a  word— by  Jove !  I  will  be  obeyed  !^ 
— and  with  more  alacrity,  though  with  the  same 
tenaciousness  of  opinion  which  had  ever  charac- 
teriied  his  proceedings,  he  took  the  Uue  trunk 
under  his  arm,  regardless  of  Percy^s  ramon* 
gtnunoes,  and  entered  his  carriage,  which  imme- 
diately drove  off. 

Percy  lost  no  time  in  proceeding  to  Mr  Spen* 
cer^s  house.  That  gentleman  had  been  actively 
empbyed  in  his  service  during  the  whole  morn- 
ing— so  much  so,  iQdeed,  that  an  appointment 
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had  been  made  by  the  Chanodlor  finr  a  meedag 
with  his  counsel  on  the  sacceeding  day. 

Percy  was  not  a  little  posiled,  nor  a  little  sur- 
prised to  find,  in  the  course  of  the  aftemooai^vfOD 
his  return  to  chambers,  two  notes  from  Mr  Ry- 
cott,  the  one  in  the  usual  authoritatiye  style  of 
paternity,  forbidding  him  to  proceed  fiother  in 
the  business  until  he  should  see  or  hear  from 
him— -and  the  other,  dated  about  two  hours  sub- 
sequently, appointing  a  meeting  with  him  and 
Mr  Spencer,  at  Percy^s  chambers,  on  the  fdlow- 
ing  morning  at  twelve — ^where  ^^  he  would  him- 
self attend  with  his  own  lawyer,  the  man  in  Eng- 
land most  capable  of  bringing  the  affiur  to  t 
right  issue.*" 

To  oppose  Mr  Rycott,  would  haye  been  so 
contrary  to^  the  habits  of  his  life,  which  the  sud- 
den re-union  with  him  had  brought  htuk  in  aD 
their  original  force — ^that  Percy  only  turned  his 
thoughts  to  the  best  mode  of  reconciling  the  con- 
tending arrangements — ^for  twelve  o^dock  was 
the  hour  appointed  by  the  Chancellor — and  Mr 
Spencer  was  necessarily  to  be  in  attendance. — Mr 
Rycott,  he  was  aware,  would  be  the  more  defter- 
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mined  in  his  opinion  in  proportion  to  the  strength 
of  the  obstacle  opposed  to  it — besides,  in  neither 
of  his  notes  had  he  indicated  his  place  of  resi- 
dence—nor had  Percy  recollected  to  make  the  in- 
quiry during  their  short  and  agitated  interview  of 
the  morning. — Fortunately,  in  the  heat  of  this  di- 
lemma, between  the  horns  of  which  he  was  tossed 
to.  and  fro,  like  a  shuttle-cock,  Mr  Spencer  him- 
self made  his  appearance,  and  with  a  look  of  dis- 
appointment, informed  Percy,  that  the  Chancel- . 
lor  being  obliged  to  attend  a  Council  at  Windsor 
on  the  following  day,  the  meeting  was  necessarily  * 
postponed.     He  was  surprised  in  turn  at  the  to- 
kens of  satisfaction  displayed  by  Percy,  at  what, 
he  conceived,  would  have  sent  him  dancing  round 
the  room  in  a  fever  of  disappointment;  but  when 
he  understood  the  cause  of  this  change,  he  agreed, 
that  if  any  dependance  could  be  had  upon  the 
judgment  of  Mr  Rycott  in  such  a  cause,  the  de- 
lay might  be  advantageous,  inasmuch  as  the  more 
the  evidence  could  be  cleared,  before  it  was  laid 
before  the   Chancellor,   the   more    influence  it 
would,  of  course,  have  upon  his  Lordship^s  deci- 
sion. 
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Percy  shrugged  his  shoulders — and  thepsKties 
separated,  the  one  to  prepare  such  papers  as 
might  be  necessary  for  the  proposed  meeti]ig«- 
the  other  to  communicate  with  his  fair  j^incipd, 
whom  he  found  it  necessary  to  consult  at  the 
great  expenoe  of  shoe-leather — or  coadi-hire  at 
least  three  times  a-day — and  not  un&eqnenlfy 
four,  when  the  business  thickened  upon  thenu 
He  was,  on  this  occasion,  however,  doomed  to 
disappointment;  for,-  cm  his  arrival  at  S^fmonr 
Place,  Miss  Bellenden,  as  she  was  still  calkd, 
was  from  home— 4nd  Lady  Sarah  either  ooaU 
not^  ot  would  not,  afiord  any  rational  plea  tmher 
absence.  Indeed,  there  appeared  to  be  some  degree 
of  confusion  in  her  Ladyship^s  manner,  which, 
contrasted  with  her  usual  and  habitual  candour  of 
diaracter,  could  not  pass  unnoticed  by  so  inter* 
ested  an  observer  as  Percy  MaUory .   He  shortcm- 
ed  his  visit,  and  was  not  solicited  to  extaui  it^ 
he  had  intended  to  be  over-persuaded  to  stay  din- 
ner— but  although  now  near  six  o^dock,  aot  a 
suggestion  from  her  Ladyship  had  ever  bdwd 
that  way.    He  was  extremely  indignant — but  he 
knew  not  precisely  with  whom — and  had  neaify 

10 
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involved  himself  in  a  duel,  by  sitting  down  at  a 
table  in  Steven'^s  Coffee-room,  pre-occupied  by 
another  gentleman,  and  snuffing  out  both  the 
candles  in  a  fit  of  absence. 

Fortunately  the  gentleman  was  of  a  placable 
disposition,  and  Percy  was  not  so  insensible  to 
the  value  of  his  own  life,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, as  to  risk  it  in  an  attempt  to  shoot  a 
man,  because  he  preferred  light  to  darkness — 
even  if  he  had  been  disposed  to  result,  what 
BUght  have  easily  been  made,  as  Sir  Lucius 
O^Trigger  would  have  had  it — ^'  a  mighty  pretty 
flort  of  a  quarrel.^ 

He  recalled  his  scattered  thoughts  sufficiently 
to  make  the  necessary  apology  for  his  inadver- 
tency— and  either  his  own  stomach,  or  a  sympa^ 
diy  occasioned  by  what  was  passing  around  him, 
seized  upon  the  occasion  to  suggest  the  fitness  of 
the  time  for  supplying  the  wants  of  nature — and 
having  no  reasonable  argument  at  hand  to  inv». 
lidate  the  intimation,  and  much  to 'enforce  it,  he 
very  liberally  added  a  bottle  of  claret  to  the  de- 
mand, and  went  home  to  his  chambers  in  in- 
finitely better  humour  than  he  had  originally  set 
out  for  them. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


368  PEECY  MALLOBY. 


CHAPTER  X. 

We  have  not  thought  it  necessary  to  break  the 
thread  of  our  narrative  with  an  account  of  Bloi- 
coVs  return  to  the  service,  or,  as  Percy  would 
have  termed  it,  to  the  protection  of  that  yoong 
gentleman — but  he  had,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
sought  shelter  in  his  friend'^s  chambers,  when 
ejected  from  office  in  Chancery  Lane — and  re- 
mained ready  and  willing  to  perform  all  the  little 
services  of  an  attendant  that  Percy  would  autho- 
rise. Percy,  indeed,  had  other  matters  to  think 
of  since  his  return  to  town,  and  Blencow  had,  in 
a  great  measure,  settled  down,  with  little  oppoo^ 
tion,  into  what,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  and 
to  his  entire  satisfaction,  might  be  considered! 
regular  domestic 
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With  all  the  ceremony,  therefore,  of  an  expe- 
rienced groom  of  the  chambers,  he  broke  in  upon 
a  reverie,  in  which  Percy  had  been  indulging 
after  breakfast  the  next  morning,  by  announcing 
Mr  Rycott,  who  followed  Blencow  into  the  room, 
with  the  blue  trunk  imder  his  arm,  a  blue  bag  in 
his  hand,  and  a  fidgetty  sort  of  importance  in  his 
countenance,  at  least  half  an  hour  before  the 
time  of  his  appointment 

*^  Percy — ^you  must  send  off  to  this  Mr  Spen- 
cer— ^to  prevent  his  coming — that  is,  until  we 
want  him ^ 

"  Will  it  not  appear  odd "^ 

^*  Confound  appearances — ^by  Jove !  you  are 
the  same  obstinate  fellow  you  always  were — send 
this  lad— do  as  I  bid  you,  Sirrah^ — ^it  is  necessary. 
—When  you  see  my  man  of  business,  who  is  wait- 
ing in  the  carriage,  you  will  agree  with  me ^'* 

And  Percy,  as  usual,  was  compelled,  however 
reluctantly,  to  obey — ^but  as  Blencow,  after  re- 
ceiving his  directions,  was  about  to  run  off,  Mr 
Rycott  bad  him  send  up  the  gentleman  who  was 
waiting  in  the  carriage.  In  a  few  minutes,  a 
gende  knock  at  the  door  was  heard — and  Percy, 
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with  his  natural  urbanity,  was  flying  to  open  it, 
when  Mr  Rycott  checked  him,  and  in  a  voice  of 
unusual  sternness,  cried,  ^^  Come  in«^    The  door 
slowly  <q)ened,  and,  to  Percy^s  utter  aatonidi- 
ment,  and  no  slight  disgust,  Mr  Clement  Doni- 
ter — ^not  with  his  wonted  confidence — not  widi 
the  searching  eye,  which  seemed  fiir  ever  pene* 
trating  into  the  bosom  of  his  neighboura— not 
with  that  air  of  mysterious  consequence  whidi  was 
intended  to  mislead,  and  to  confound  trifles  widi 
matters  of  importance,  so  as  to  distract  the  pene- 
tration, and  divert  theattention  of  his  auditors — 
but  with  a  downcast  eye,  and  a  nerveless  bend  of 
his  body,  that  spoke  acquiescent  despair,  and  en- 
tire submission  to  his  fiite,  slid,  or  rather  crept, 
into  the  room. 

Mr  Ryoott  took  no  notice  of  his  abject  sppeu- 
ance — but  pointing  to  a  chair  whidi  he  had  him- 
self placed  at  the  table,  desired  him  to  be  seated. 

''  Mr  Percy  MaUory,""  said  he,  with  moie 
form,  and  more  of  foibeaiing  dignity  dian  was 
usual  with  the  old  gentleman,  ^^  you  aie  abead^ 
aware  of  the  debt  of  obligation  which  you  owe  to 
this  person — but  as  it  is  out  of  his  power  to  make 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


CHAPTER  X.  £71 

either  you  or  me  reparation,  ve  will  waive  this 
head  of  his  offence.  His  wickedness  and  cunning 
are  alike  baffled  in  remedying  the  evils  they  have 
occasioned — and  as  my  agent — ^my  confidential 
man  of  business  for  twenty  years,^ — the  old  gen- 
tlemui  spoke  this  with  bitterness — ^*  I  leave  him 
to  settle  his  accounts  as  he  may  with  his  con- 
science and  his  God — but,  by — ^no — I  am  wrong,*** 
—and  he  bowed,  as  if ,  apologizing,  to  Percy,  for 
having  momentarily  forgotten  himself — '^  there 
are  other  accoimts  for  which  he  can  afford  vouch- 
ers, but  which,  as  a  proof  of  his  long  known  seal 
fi>r  the  house  of  Harweden,  he  would  have  sacri- 
5ced  in  favour  of  the  presait  Lord. — ^Am  I,  or 
am  I  not,  justified  in  the  assertion.  Sir  P"^  address- 
ing Dossiter,  who  only  bowed  assent. 

"  Well,  Mr  Percy  Mallory,''  again  seeming 
to  brace  himself  up  to  the  sticking  point  c^  d^- 
nity,  ^^  these  vouchers  were  promised — pledged 
to  the  noble  L<»d — but  anodier  rogue,  it  appears 
from  this  worthy  person^s  statement,  stept  in,  and 
stole  Ihem.^ 

"  I  have  amended  that  — "* 
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<<  Silence !  Sir,""  and  again  Mr  Ryoott  hid 
nearly  lost  his  balance. 

"  That  rogue,  Mr  Percy  Mallory,  was  youT* 

Percy  was  on  his  legs  in  a  moment. 

"  Sit  down — sit 1  beg,  Mr  Percy  MaDory, 

3rou  will  not  interrupt  me — but  simply  inform  me» 
in  the  hearing  of  this  person,  how  you  came  in 
possession  of  this  blue  trunk.^ 

Percy  related  all  the  drcumstances  connected 
with  the  affiur. 

**  Have  you  anything,  Mr  Clement  Dossiter, 
to  urge  which  may  invalidate  diis  statement  T 

^^  Invalidate  r  exclaimed  Percy. 

"  By  Jove  !  Sir — I  will  not — ^will  not— Sit 
^edy  in  your  chair — and  allow  me  to  recaie 
this  worthy  person'^s  answer.^ 

"  Nothing,  Sir.^ 

"  You  admit,  then,  you — Psha  ! — In  that 
trunk,  Mr  Percy  Mallory,  are  all  the  vouchers  ne- 
cessary to  establish  the  daims  of  your — ^your  Meod 
Miss  Bellenden^ — and  the  old  gentleman  smiled 
for  the  first  time — ^^  to  the  rank  and  inheritance 
derived  from  her  father,  the  late  Earl  of  Harwe- 
den.     You  were  fortunate,  Sir — very  fortunate, 
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in  having  thus  accidentally  possessed  yourself  of 
them-^-or,  by  Jove  ! — ^pish  ! — I  mean  they  would 
by  this  time  have  been  at  the  disposal  of  the  pre- 
sent Lord,  whose  character,  if  it  may  be  inferred 
firom  the  previous  knowledge  had  of  it  by  this^-^ 
this  person  would  have  disposed  of  them  in  a  very 
different  manner — hey,  Mr — Mister  Dossiter  T 

Dossiter  only  moved  as  a  man  may  be  suppos* 
ed  to  do  who  is  sitting  upon  a  bed  of  thorns  or 
nettles. 

'^  But  I  believe  I  am  now  at  liberty,**^  continu- 
ed Mr  Rycott,  ^^  even  with  the  permission  of  this 
person,  to  place  these  documents  in  the  hands  of 
Lady  Louisa  Clarendon'*s  agent.'" 

At  the  sound  of  the  name— or  the  associ- 
ation  it  produced  from  being  for  the  first  time 
coupled  with  its  legitimate  title  in  his  presence, 
Dossiter  half  raised  his  eye — and  almost  started 
as  he  did  so. 

"  Am  I  justified  in  so  doing,  Sir?"" 

"  Perfectly.'' 

"  And  you  acknowledge "^ 

**  Every  thing.'' 

*•  And  now,  Mr  Percy  Mallory — ^if  you  will  al- 

VOL.  HI.  s 
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low  your  servant  to  direct  my  carriage  to  Mr 
Spencer^s  chambers,  it  will  enable  him  the  sooner 
to  take  charge  of  these  papers,  and  at  the  same 
time  terminate  an  interview,  which,  judging  fay 
my  own  feelings,  is  not  particularly  agreeable  to 
any  of  the  parties  concerned.^ 

A  convulsive  motion  of  Dossiter^s  head  seemed 
to  nod  assent — and  the  messenger  was  despatdied. 
In  the  mean  time,  Mr  Rycott  drew  forth  from  his 
blue  bag  several  large  pacquets  of  paper  and  paidi- 
ment,  docqueted,  and  carefolly  bound  with  red 
tape — ^which  he  noted  and  placed  on  the  table  be- 
fore him.  Percy,  who  thought  of  nothing  but  Ae 
victory  achieved  in  favour  of  his  beloved  charge, 
paced  the  room  with  hasty  steps,  and  Mr  Rycott 
himself,  had  he  attended  to  him,  would,  or  might 
have  inferred,  that  he  was  the  person  to  wlu»n  die 
protracted  scene  was  the  most  irksome — ^uritathig 
as  might  be  the  restraint  imposed  upon  himself  by 
the  dignified  Mr  Rycott— or  afflictive,  as  cer- 
tainly was  his  pilloried  exposure  to  Mr  Clement 
Dossiter. 

This  trial  of  patience,  however,  was  soon  at  an 
end,  and  more  quickly  even  than  an  absent  lover 
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might  have  calculated  the  moments,  Mr  Spencer 
was  announced,  and  advanced  into  the  apartment 
with  a  general  bow,  that  kept  his  head  in  an  in- 
clined posture  until  he  was  almost  in  contact  with 
Mr  Rycott,  and  Mr  Lawyer  Dossitar. 

Farcy  was  disposed  to  smile  at  the  look  of 
amasement  with  which  he  first  viewed  the  lugu^ 
Mous  visage  of  the  crest-fallen  lawyer — ^bntit  was 
diecked  by  his  still  more  strongly  expressed  ad- 
miration on  seang  Mr  Rycott— ^and  by  the  cxp 
clatnaticm  which  fiJlowed— 

"  Your  L<Mrdship  here  I"' 

"  You  see,  Percy,''  cried  his  loi^-supposedfi^ 
dier— '^  the  honors  that  are  thrust  upon  me''— 
tMs  was  uttered  with  an  accompanjring  smile- 
but  a  doud — and  perhaps  what  clouds  usually 
produce  followed,  when  he  added,  *'  And  for  thee, 
Percy — ^my  boy — only  were  they  cherished  in  an- 
ticipation— but  this  viper,  who  corrupted  the 
heart  <^  a  man  bom  for  better  things — ^not  con- 
tent with  robUng  me  of  the  child  whom  Heaven 
granted  to  my  prayers,  and  Uasting  his  prospects 
here  and  perhaps  hereafter,  dashed  my  fond 
hopes  with  a  phantom  whom  I  cherished,  and 
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found  the  very  fonn  and  substance  of  Virtue^  on- 
ly to  see  it  flit  away,  and  elude  my  patenud 
grasp.  Yet,  Percy — ^you  are  all  that  b  left  to  me 
— ^be  to  me  a  son-^o  not  desert  me,^  and  the  old 
man  looked  the  spirit  of  desolation. 

"  Never,  Sir,*"  and  Percy  was  folded  in  his 
embrace. 

The  latter,  however,  soon  recovered  himsdf, 
and  doubly  angry,  if  possible,  with  Dossiter  br 
being  witness  to  such  a  sceiie,  he  most  perempto- 
rily commanded  him  to  proceed  to  business  with 
Mr  Spencer.  The  regular  surrender  and  neces- 
sary attestations  respecting  the  doctunents  con- 
nected with  the  birth  of  Lady  Louisa  were  soon 
completed — butthere  were  other  papers  and  parch- 
ments, concerning  wluch  Mr  Rycott,  or  rather 
Lord  Harweden,  gave  such  prompt  instructions 
as  were  necessary  to  Mr  Spencer  acting  as  his 
agent — and  which  served  to  retrieve  considerable 
property,  which  a  few  hours  would  for  ever  have 
transferred  from  the  Clarendon  family,  had  not  Uie 
fraudulent  means  by  which  it  had  been  involved 
been  developed  by  the  contents  of  the  blue  trunk. 
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The  young  Dossiter,  as  we  have  seen,  left  this 
sacred  depository  of  his  Other's  confidential  pa- 
pers behind  him  at  Stamford.  It  had  been  en- 
trusted to  his  care,  for  the  special  purpose  of 
enabling  him  to  baffle  any  attempt  that  might  be 
ma^e  to  establish  the  claims  of  Lady  Louisa 
Clarendon,  should  Lord  Harweden,  suspicious  of 
his  mission,  have  called  upon  the  elder  Dossiter 
to  produce  the  papers,  which  were  known  to  be 
in  hb  possession.  It  was,  therefore,  of  import- 
ance to  Clarendon  to  have  them  with  him,  fi^r 
th^  double  purpose  of  eluding  any  attempt  to  get 
possession  of  them  previous  to  his  marriage,  and 
of  producing  them  immediately  after  it,  if  neces- 
sary, to  establish  her  claims,  which,  by  this  event, 
would  be  transferred  to  himself.  The  other  dor 
cuments  in  the  trunk  had  been  collected  in  a 
passing  visit — as  Clarendon  pursued  his  journey 
northwards — ^to  Lord  Harweden'^s  estates  in  York- 
shire— which,  together  with  the  instructions  de- 
spatched by  the  father,  rendered  the  chain  of  evi- 
dence  against  the  conspirators  complete.  It  is 
not  to  he  supposed  that  the  loss,  when  discover- 
ed, was  patiently  submitted  to ;  but  Clarendon, 
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fiMigued  by  bis  rapid  joumey,  and  tbe  litde  rest 
afforded  eitber  to  bis  fiur  companion  or  bimadi^ 
bad,  soon  after  bis  being  seated  in  tbe  mail,  mod 
fieed  from  tbe  apprebension  c^enoounteringPeicj, 
fidlen  into  a  profound  sfaunber,  firom  wbicb  be 
did  not  awake  until  witbin  a  few  stages  of  Lon- 
don. From  Stevenage,  wbilst  tbey  were  diaog- 
ing  borses.  Clarendon,  wbo,  firom  bis  fiuber*s  de- 
apatcb,  knew  tbat  bis  presence  was  essentially  ne- 
cessary to  their  scbemes  in  London,  bired  an  e&* 
press,  and  addressed  tbe  strongest  injunctions  to 
tbe  Stamferd  landlord,  to  take  diaige  of  die 
trunk,  wbicb  be  remembered  to  bave  left  in  a 
specified  spot  in  tbe  bar— but  receiving  no  ao- 
iDoimt  of  it,  in  die  course  of  the  following  day, 
and  tbe  death  of  Lord  Haiweden  rendenng  it 
mmre  than  ever  necessary,  if  not  to  the  ftordicr- 
ance  of  their  schemes,  at  least  to  their  secori^, 
be  himself  set  off  for  Stamford,  and  only  return- 
ed from  bis  bootless  errand  in  time  to  be  pmet 
at  tbe  opening  of  tbe  will. 

Tbe  history  of  Mr  RyootI,  or,  more  properly, 
referring  to  the  period,  Mr  Levison  ClaroidM, 
is  contained  in  a  few  words.    His  bnytb^  and 
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lumself  were  rivak  in  the  afiectiong  of  an  heiress ; 
and  either  through  the  ambition  of  the  hidy,  or,  as 
he  had  some  reason  to  suspect,  the  intrigues  of  his 
own  family,  she  gave  her  hand  to  the  peer,  after 
haying  assured  his  younger  brother  of  the  posses^ 
skm  of  her  heart  The  reader  will  give  him 
credit. for  a  obtain  irritability  of  temper,  which 
evm  the  calm  of  retirement  was  never  able  to  ex- 
tinguish—4Uid  the  opposition  and  disappointment 
«f  his  wishes  in  the  first  object  of  a  young  man^s 
hopes,  turned  the  current  inward,  and  having  in 
his  boyish  days  seduced  a  young  woman  from  her 
paternal  roof — the  daughter  of  a  respectable  yeo- 
man on  one  of  his  father's  estates — ^he  returned 
to  her  in  his  fit  (^  desperation,  married  her,  and 
hurrying  off  to  the  wilds  of  Cumberland,  deter- 
Boined  to  bury  himself  and  his  cares  in  a  volun- 
tary banishment  firom  the  world.  There  he  lived 
in  a  state  of  constant  regret  and  irritation  at  the 
imprudent  rashness  of  a  marriage,  opposed  to  all 
the  most' inveterate  prejudices  of  his  life,  as  well 
M  his  better  judgment — and  equally  unproduc- 
tive of  everything  that  could  tend  to  counteract 
the  evil,  by  securing  to  him  a  companion  conge- 
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nial  with  his  views  of  domestic  happiness.  The 
Hrth  of  a  son,  after  the  loss  of  several  other  diil- 
dren,  was  not  sufficiently  influential  on  his  mind 
to  calm  and  subdue  it  to  a  philosophical  endu- 
rance of  the  ills  to  which  he  had  subjected  him- 
self by  one  false  step  in  the  outset  of  /t^9— but 
it  served  to  concentrate  all  the  afiecdons  of  his 
soul,  and  he  loved  the  boy  with  an  intenseness  of 
affection,  quite  in  keeping  with  his  natural  cha- 
racter, but  which  it  was  a  constant  eflbrt  with 
him  to  keep  in  check,  as  if  ashamed  of  betrayii^ 
tenderness  even  for  his  child.  He  assumed  the 
name  of  a  female  branch  of  his  family — gave  out 
that  he  had  left  the  country — and  entrusted  his 
secret  alone  to  Clement  Dossiter^-as  a  yooog 
man,  who,  bom  and  educated  under  the  roof  and 
patronage  of  his  fiunily,  had  always  expressed 
himself  devoted  to  his  interests— and  was  then- 
fore  thought  worthy  of  his  entire  confidence. 
Dossiter,  at  the  time,  might  have  besti  sincere 
in  the  professions  of  his  attachment,  but  want  of 
principle,  which  his  fitther,  intent  only  on  making 
the  most  of  a  profitable  employment,  to  whidi, 
firom  a  subordinate  situation,  he  had  been  raised 

10 
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by  the  former  Lord  Harweden,  took  no  pains  to 
supply — and  a  quick  perception  of  his  own  in- 
terests, as  opportunities  presented  themselves  in 
the  shape  of  temptations,  involved  him  in  a  suc- 
cession of  intrigues  and  chicanery  which  finally 
ended  in  the  climax  wc  have  just  witnessed. 

One  only  glimmering  of  principle,  or  of  attach- 
ment to  the  fiunily,  could  be  perceived  through 
the  whole  series  of  misadventures  in  whidi  he, 
for  his  own  interests,  had  involved  it  He  had 
sacredly  preserved  Levison  Clarendon^s  secret 
Indeed,  he  had  no  temptation  to  betray  it,  as  it 
was  his  policy  to  keep  the  brothers  separate— and 
the  late  Lord  Harweden  was  fully  persuaded  to 
the  last  thati  his  brother  was  still  living  abroad, 
although,  as  he  was  aware,  purposely  concealing 
the  place  of  his  residence  firom  him.  When, 
therefore,  the  idea  first  suggested  itself  to  the  mind 
of  the  late  Lord  Harweden,  in  revenge  for  the  in- 
dignity Ae  had  offered  to  his  brother,in  roblnng  him 
of  the  object  of  his  affections — ^for  that  is  the  fair 
mode  of  stating  the  operation  of  the  human  mind 
in  such  exigencies — and  Dossiter  not  only  closed 
with  his  proposals,  but  urged  him  on  to  the  exe- 
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ciuion  of  the  pkm,  in  order  that  he  night  have 
the  future  mastery  over  him,— *the  lawyer,  who 
had  received  &om  Levison,  together  with  aome 
commissions  for  die  occasion,  the  infonaalkm  of 
the  expected  aecou^Jiement  of  his  wife,  determm- 
ed,  if  the  one  brother  should  be  disappointed  af  a 
male  heir,  the  other  should  be  able  to  suppty  the 
deficiency,  that  this  arrangement  should  be  made 
in  order  to  enable  him,  should  it  hereafter  be  his 
policy,  to  render  justice  to  all  parties,  and  thus 
ensure  his  peace  with  the  adverse  one,  should 
the  stream  <^  Fortune  change  her  current,  or 
in  any  contingency  expose  him  to  a  penalty  fer 
having  engaged  in  so  nefiuious  a  transaction, 

We  have  seen  the  result  of  all  these  intricale 
intrigues,  and  we  may  infer  the  folly  of  buildings 
upon  such  rotten  foundations,  schemes  of  futurity, 
in  whidi,  when  Providence  ddgns  not  to  inter- 
fere, she  permits  tilie  agaits  themselves  to  puD 
the  baseless  fSdnic  about  thdr  own  ears. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

When  Mr  Rycott,  or,  as  we  must  now' call 
hun.  Lord  Haiweden,  upon  his  arrival  in  town, 
recaved  the  account  of  his  brotheifs  death,  the 
indignation  which  he  was  ready  to  pojor  fOTth 
upon  him  for  the  felonious  abduction  <^  his  child, 
and  the  fiital  issue  of  his  treachery,  was  turned 
into  sincere  sorrow  at  the  retrospect  of  a  life  past 
in  family  disunion,  and  regret  that  the  object  of 
fOdbition,  which  he  had  only  coveted  for  the  sake 
of  his  Percy,  was  now  useless,  and,  under  his  pre- 
sent circumstances,  a  burthen  to  him. 

When,  however,  the  story  of  Miss  Bellenden^s 
claims,  represented  under  the  most  unfavourable 
circumstances  by  Mr  Dossiter,  came  to  be  heard, 
he  felt  a  new  interest  awakened — and  the  fitvour- 
able  impression  she  had  made  upon  his  mind, 
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previous  to  her  leaving  Cumberland,  together 
with  her  undeniable  attachment  to  Percy,  conjur- 
ed up  something  in  his  imagination  which  served 
almost  to  realize  the  hopes  which  the  fiUal  dis- 
covery of  Percy's  birth  had  so  completely  extin- 
guished. 

It  would  be  no  difficult  matter,  he  concaved, 
considering  the  influence  of  his  family  connec- 
tions, to  have  the  title,  with  the  fortune,  entailed 
upon  the  husband  of  his  niece,  the  only  repreaai- 
tatiive  of  the  family — and  cheering  himself  with 
this  picture,  he  would  not  suffer  either  the  diflL 
qilties  which  obviously  stood  in  the  way — ^nor  the 
influence  of  the  plebeian  descent  of  poor  Percy, 
upon  his  aristocratic  feelings,  to  interpose  or 
check  his  glowing  career  of  speculation.  To 
Dossiter,  however,  he  was  perfectly  silent  He 
bad  fully  discovered  the  character  of  that  gentle- 
man, which  Percy's  previous  epistolary  communi- 
cations had  not  a  little  tended  to  elucidate — bat 
as  the  fiill  extent  of  his  operations  were  yet  ob- 
scured, he  resolved  to  bear  with  him  for  a  time, 
not  doubtmg,  that  with  such  a  man  more  inaght 
into  his  schemes  would  be  obtained  by  appearing 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


CHAPTER  xr.  285 

to  be  a  dupe,  than  by  any  overt  acts  of  defiance, 
which  might  have  a  tendency  to  pat  him  on  his 
guard. 

The  ingratitude  of  Percy,  in  espousing  the 
cause  of  a  girl,  who  was  evidently  an  adventurer, 
against  his  patron,  was  most  diligently  urged  by 
the  lawyer — and  when  his  Lordship  quietly  inti- 
mated that  the  young  man  was  altogether  igno- 
rant of  his  claim  or  accession  to  the  title^— and, 
consequently,  of  his  being  opposed  to  his  old 
friend  and  protector,  the  lal^yer  smiled  an  inti* 
mation,  which  might  have  satisfied  any  man  not 
acquainted  with  him,  that  Percy  was  as  fully  im 
formed  of  the  fact  as  himself. 

We  have  seen,  how,  in  accordance  with  this 
mode  of  proceeding.  Lord  Harweden  conducted 
himself  upon  the  occasion  of  the  reading  of  the 
will — and  the  encouragement  given  to  DossitWs 
advances  to  betray  the  trust  reposed  in  him,  re- 
specting the  claims  of  Loo  Bellenden.  His  Lord- 
ship conceived,  that,  being  in  possession  of  these 
important  documents,  he  would  annex  to  the  sur- 
render of  them,  conditions  with  which  neither  his 
honor  nor  his  interest  could  induce  him  to  com- 
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ply — and  that,  by  sufferiiig  him,  at  all  &rm%  to 
commit  himself  to  the  full  extent  of  Mb  own  in* 
tentions,  he  should  be  able  to  involve  the  lUHal 
manoeuvrer  in  his  own  toiU^ 

When,  however,  after  his  interview  with  Per- 
cy, he  foimd — upon  reference  to  the  contaits  of 
the  blue  box — that  he  was  himself  in  poasettkm 
not  only  oi  every  document  necessary  to  estafaliak 
the  claims  of  the  young  heircos  .but  of  instm* 
ments,  and  confidential  notices, both  of  tfaefiidber 
and  the  son,  sufficient  to  bring  them  within  tlM 
precincts  of  the  Old  Bailey,  he  could  no  longer 
abide  by  the  cold  si^Q^estions  of  policy,  but  send- 
ing for  the  crafty  lawyer,  poured  out  upon  bin, 
in  an  ample  torrent,  the  abundance  of  his  wralh, 
and  indignation,  and  contempt,  and  what  was 
more  moving  in  its  effects  upon  the  culprit,  fak 
intention  of  puUic  exposure  and  condign  punirii- 
ment  Dossiter  made  one  desperate  dPoxt  in 
charging  Percy  with  having  stolen  the  trunk 
through  the  agency  of  Blencow,  when  acting  as 
his  clerk — ^but,  in  two  words,  the  real  £M:t  laid 
open  this  masked  battery,  and  in  the  most  algect 
manner,  the  man  of  law  threw  himself  uneodb- 
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tkmally  upon  the  mercy  of  the  being  whom  he 
hmd  80  cruelly  and  basely  injured — and  still  had 
hoped  to  make  subservient  to  his  interests.  Lord 
Harweden^s  disinclination  to  expose  to  the  world 
the  share  his  late  brother  had  in  the  transactions 
of  this  unprincipled  agent,  was  his  best  8a£>* 
guard  and  guarantee  against  criminal  prosecu- 
tion. 

What  followed  may  be  easily  traced  by  the 
reader — and  such  papers  as  were  necessary  to  be 
cancelled,  and  others  signed  in  the  shape  of  re- 
leases, having  been  duly  arranged  under  Lord 
Harweden^s  directions,  between  Mr  Spencer  and 
Mr  Dossiter,  the  latter  was  permitted  to  depart ; 
and  after  Percy  had,  unrestrained  by  his  pre- 
sence, given  ftill  vent  to  his  feelings  in  congratu- 
lating Lord  Harweden  upon  his  new  honors,  and 
the  early  use  to  .which  he  had  applied  them,  he  was 
permitted  to  scamper  off  to  his  late  travelling 
companion,  to  pour  into  her  ear  all  the  wonderful 
events — and  the  satisfactory  results  of  the  morn- 
ing meeting. 

She  was,  however,  prepared  for  all  that  he  had 
to   communicate— and   she  now  accounted  for 
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her  absence  on  the  preceding  day-Hmd  for  the 
rare  neglect  of  hospitality  on  the  part  of  her  amia- 
ble protectress,  by  acknowledging,  that  she  was 
at  the  moment  closeted,  and  receiving  the  im- 
portant and  interesting  onnmunication  from  Lord 
Harweden  himself. 
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That  Percy^s  fiselingd,  powerfolly  as  they  had 
been  excited,  were  disinterested,  will  be  readily 
admitted,  when  it  is  known,  that  at  every  ad- 
vance towards  the  attainment  and  security  of 
Lady  Louisa  Clarendon'^s  claims,  he  not  only  felt 
bis  own  chance  of  uniting  his  &te  with  hers 
diminish — but  as  he  hailed  her  by  her  new 
titles,  and  placed  the  hand  he  had  covered  with 
kisses  upon  his  palfHtating  heart,  he  declared, 
that,  although,  in  the  glory  of  her  rising,  he  saw 
his  own  hopes  set  for  evar — ^yet  "  would  he  not 
exchange  the  feelings  of  the  moment  for  all  that 
the  world,  independent  of  herself,  could  bestow 
upon  him.'"  She  smiled  her  confidence,  that  she 
should  yet  be  aUe  to  conquer  his  scruples— and 
when,  a  few  hours  afterwards,  the  impatient  Earl 
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followed  Percy,  and  again  embraced  her  as  his 
niece  and  heiress,  he,  in  the  Mness  of  his  feel- 
ings, poured  out  the  purpose  he  had  nearest  at 
heart. 

We  must  have  very  faintly  delineated  the  cha- 
racter of  his  Lordship,  if  the  reader  be  not  pre- 
pared to  find  him  determined  to  carry  any  mea- 
sure he  had  once  seriously  deterknined  upon — 
and  as  his  pres^it  hobby  may  be  said  to  have 
combined  and  concentrated  every  object  in  which 
he  could  poiSsibly  have  an  interest  in  this  life,  he 
wUl  not  be  supposed  to  have  listened  with  any 
measured  philosophy  to  the  high-flown  opinions, 
and  delicate  objections  urged  by  Percy  against 
his  own  claims.  Several  very  active  scries  are 
said  to  have  passed  between  them,  in  which  it  ap- 
peared that  the  Earl  of  Harweden  had  no  inten- 
tion of  shedding  the  habits  of  old  Rycott  of  Wol- 
ston  Worthy — ^in  adopting  the  more  sploidid 
coat  of  his  ancestorial  bearings,  «id  Michad 
Schwartz  found  his  position  in  his  Lorddiip^s  fii- 
mily  at  this  time  less  of  a  sinecure  ev^i,  than  in 
the  Squire^s  retirement  in  Ciunberland. 

To  let  our  readers,  however,  into  a  secret  which 
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the  Earl  himself  would  have  dismissed  his  whole 
establishment  had  it  been  whisperedamongthem-^ 
there  was  certainly  a  bitter  drop  at  the  bottom  of 
the  cup  which  he  was  thus  anxious  to  quaff,  as 
the  eliadr  vitce. 

There  was  deep-rooted  in  his  nature— or,  if 
ypu  will  have  it  so,  in  his  early  education — such 
a  feeling  of  family  pride — such  an  ample  sense  o( 
the  dignity  and  importance  which  attached  to  a 
long  line  of  ancestry,  that,  at  every  turn,  and  in 
the  most  zealous  moments  of  his  present  pursuit, 
a  sort  of  sudden  pang  at  the  heart — and  a  flush 
on  the  cheek,  which  he  would  not,  and  dared  not 
to  analyze,  would  check  and  interrupt  him  in  the 
mid  career  of  his  speculations. 

His  own  rash  marriage  had  only  tended  to  con- 
firm him — justly,  or  not,  is  another  question — ^in 
the  opinion,  that  a  diflerence  in  the  rank  and 
birth  of  persons  united  for  life,  was  a  perfect  bar 
to  matrimonial  hi^iness. 

When  turning  on  his  restless  pillow— as  he 
would  occasionally  bestow  a  passing  anathema  up- 
on Schwartz  for  having  abridged  the  contents  of 
his  ^^  sedative  draught,*"  he  would  acknowledge  to 
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himself,  that  he  might  haTe  dqit  without  it  alto- 
gether^ if,  by  the  sacrifice  of  half  his  fortune,  Per- 
cy could  be  made  the  sou  even  of  a  gentleman ! 
His  dreams  scoaetimes  took  the  same  turn,  and  ht 
would  swear  he  had  been  afflicted  with  an  ineu- 
busy  and  all  owing  to  the  unskilful  management 
of  Michael  Schwarts — who  had,  however,  only 
to  make  his  appearance  to  n^e  his  peace* 

Now — I  speak  to  diose  only  who  have  beat  at 
the  pidns  of  studying  something  of  human  na- 
ture— rthe  more  his  Lordship  was  haunted  and 
worried  by  the  intrusion  of  these  drawbadu  to 
his  fiivoiuite  scheme,  the  more  urgent,  and  the 
more  violent  was  he,  in  resisting  all  ojqposition  to 
it — and  one  evening  he  nearly  ruptured  a  blood- 
vessel in  earnest,  because  Percy,  in  prosecuting 
his  arguments  in  fiivour  of  self-denial  to  its  ut- 
most verge,  declared  to  him,  that,  ^^  situated  as 
he  was — a  poor  low-born  being-^-connected  only 
with  in&my,  and  sprung  from  a  dunghill,  it  would 
be  d^prading  even  to  him  to  avail  himsdf  of  the 
generosity  of  a  patron,  who  had  been  beguiled 
even  into  the  reception  of  him  under  hia  protec- 
timiT 
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Nothing,  in  short,  tended  more  to  keep  Lord 
Harweden  steady  and  immoveable  in  his  purpose, 
dian  the  opposition  which  he  had  to  encounter  in 
Percy-Hmd  it  may  certainly  be  questioned,  whe- 
ther, if  the  latter  had — as  might  very  naturally 
have  been  the  case — ^&Uen  in  at  once  wifh  the 
views  of  his  Lordship,  the  contest  in  his  own 
mind  might  not  have  ended  in  die  victory  of  his 
fiunily  prejudices,  over  the  wanner  feelings  of  his 
heart 

Whilst  these  domestic  afiairs  were  going  for- 
ward, however,  and  wh«i  Percy  even — ^not  pos- 
sessing superhuman  powers  of  resistance — ^was, 
perhaps,  bending  under  the  excess  of  friendly  ty- 
ranny, or  rather,  perhaps,  under  the  more  irresisd- 
Ue  temptations  of  love^  other  matters,  of  a  less 
i^eeable  nature,  obtruded  themselves,  and  serv- 
ed  at  least  for  a  time  to  vary  the  monotony  of 
discussing  this  one  ii\terminable  theme.  The 
Earl  of  Harweden  owed  it  to  himself,  no  less  than 
to  his  family  and  the  public,  to  bring  to  public 
justice  Jarvis  and  Driblet,  the  men  who  were  in 
confinement  under  the  charge,  if  not  of  the  ac- 
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tuaF  murder  of  the  ill-starred,  as  misnamed  Lord 
Brandon,  at  least,  of  being  accessaries  to  it. 

The  Old  Bailey  Session  was  at  hand,  and  Per^ 
cy  was  indefiitigable — for  the  purpose  of  saying 
his  patron  as  much  as  possible  from  so  unpleas- 
ant a  task,  in  procuring  the  necessary  evidence, 
and  consulting  with  Mr  Spencer  upon  the  proper 
mode  of  proceedii^.  Blencow  was  a  principal 
witness  against  them ;  but  the  lawyos  very  much 
doubted,  if  it  would  be  sufficient  to  bring  the 
charge  home  to  the  culprits,  although  so  mudi 
came  out  against  them  in  the  course  of  the  pro- 
ceedings, as  evinced  the  share  they  had  in  lead- 
ing the  unfortunate  young  man  into  the  snares 
which  had  proved  fatal  to  him. 

In  order,  therefore,  that  the  ends  of  justice 
might  not  be  completely  baffled,  and  with  the  se- 
cret conviction  on  his  own  mind,  that  the  Dossi- 
ters  would  be  found  more  deeply  implicated  in  the 
transactions  of  these  men,  than  as  yet  was  made 
to  appear,  Percy  was  easily  induced  to  proceed 
against  them,  for  stealing  his  portfolio  andwatch, 
which  the  zeal  and  exertions  of  Blencow  had  en- 
abled him  to  bring  hometo  one  of  them — .Tarvis — 
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and  which,  there  was  little  doubt,  would  be  ftimd 
also  to  implicate  Driblet. 

We  need  not  trouble  our  reiiders  with  details, 
which  can  be  little  interesting  to  those  who  are 
not  engaged  in  the  agreeable  task  of  arraigning 
culprits,  or  prosecuting  felons.  It  is  sufficient  for 
our  purpose  to  state,  that  the  evidence  failing  on 
the  trial  for  the  murder,  as  had  been  anticipated^ 
the  prisoners  were  again  placed  at  the  bar,  on  the 
charge  of  stealing  a  portfolio  belonging  to  Percy 
Mallory,  Esq.  from  the  person  of  Piers  Blencow — • 
the  said  portfolio  containing  bills  to  a  considera- 
ble amount,  together  with  a  valuable  gold  repeat- 
ing watchj  &c.  &c.  The  property — at  least  part 
of  it,  as  the  reader  will  recoUect^^was  found  in  the 
possession  of  the  two  prisoners,  by  Blencow ;  and  a 
sub-agent  whom  he.  had  encountered  in  his  inqui- 
ries, and  who  trembled  for  his  share  in  the  various 
transactions,  in  which  he  had  been  employed  by 
his  principals,  was  easily  induced  to  give  informa- 
tion against  them,  when  he  found  they  were  al- 
ready in  the  hands  of  justice. — This  man  wajs  now 
produced,  when  Fer^  perceiving  that  be  preva- 
ricated— and  after  exchanging  looks  with  the  pri- 
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sonen,  even  to  deny  statements  tkat  he  had  pre- 
viously made,  ventured  to  make  some  obeervadoa 
from  the  bench,  on  which  he  was  seated,  near  the 
Judge,  but  being  diecked  by  the  Court,  he  sal 
down  somewhat  ruffled — and  the  more  indignant 
at  not  being  aUe  to  express  what  he  felt-^H^ 
however,  left  his  seat,  and  made  his  way  towards 
die  table,  where  Mr  Spanker  was  sitting,  and 
urged  him  to  probe  the  witness  home,  upon  cer- 
tain points,  which  he  had  evidently  laboured  to 
evade. — ^The  man  faltered  undor  the  ezaminatioD, 
but  in  the  result,  fully  proved  die  guilt  of  one  of 
die  prisoners— this  was  the  man  Jarvis — and' 
Percy,  when  called  upon  to  identify  his  property, 
the  watch  and  die  portfolio,  which  had  been  sidK 
sequendy  recovered  from  the  watchman,  who  had 
detained  it — did  so  in  a  tone  of  decision,  and  even 
acrimony,  which  to  an  indiflferait  observer  would 
have  conveyed  the  idea,  that  there  was  a  d^ree  of 
vindicdveness  in  it  not  altogether  crediuUe  to  the 
humanity  of  the  witness — ^nor  sufBdendy  justffied 
by  an  act  from  whidi  he  had  suffered  so  little  in- 
convenience. But  Percy,  from  certain  pmnts  ef 
evidence  in  which  one  of  the  witnesses  had  been 
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diecked  as  not  being  strictly  in  fonn,  clearly  tra. 
ced  the  connection  with  the  Dossiters,  in  which  it 
appeared  that  he  had  been  marked  out  as  their 
dupe  from  the  beginning — and  to  this  must  be  at- 
tributed a  disposition  to  severity,  which  certainly 
formed  no  part  of  his  natural  character. 

He  had  just  uttered  the  words — "  To  the  port- 
folio as  well  as  the  watch  I  could  swear,  even 
if  I  bad  discovered  them  in  the  wilds  of  Ameri* 
car 

^^  Beware  !^  cried  the  prisoner  Jarvis,  fixing 
his  eye,  with  a  strongly  marked  expression,  upon 
Percy. 

Mr  Spencer  interposed — ^^  The  prisoner  must 
not  be  allowed  to  intimidate  a  witness.^ 

Pax^  smiled  at  the  interference,  and  was  pro- 
ceeding in  his  evidence,  when,  a  secpnd  time,  the 
fnaaaet  Jarvis  w«med  him  to  *^  Beware  !^ 

Percy  £^t  indignant,  and  appealed  to  the  Court 
whether  it  was  to  be  tolerated,  that  the  prisoner 
should  impede  the  course  of  evidence. — The 
Judge  commanded  the  silence  of  the  prisoner,  ob- 
serving, that  he  would  have  an  opportunity  of  put- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


298  PERCY  MALLOBV. 

ting  any  qu^tions  to  the  witness,  when  the  evU 
dence  was  gone  through, 

^^  That  may  be  too  Lite,  my  Lord>^  obsenred 
the  prisoner,  doggedly. 

^^  I  am  ready  to  answer  any  he  may  be  dispo- 
sed to  put  to  me,^  cried  Percy  contemptuously. 

The  prisoner,  without  waiting  for  the  sanction 
of  the  Court,  instantly  availed  himsdf  of  Yercfs 
o£fer. 

**  Are  you  ready  to  swear  to  the  property.^ 
demanded  he. 

"  Before  (rod  and  my  country." 

"  You  may  repent "" 

<<  My  Lord,"  began  Mf  Spencer,  riong  hastily. 

"  Prisoner  !"  observed  the  Judge,  "  I  repeat  to 
you,  that  every  advantage  will  be  afforded  that 
you  can  promise  yourself  from  examining  the 
witness — ^but  the  Court  can  admit  of  nothing  diat 
may  appear  to  bias  or  influence  the  evidoice  as 
it  is  delivered  before  the  jury." 

^^  Then  the  consequences  be  upon  his  own  head," 
was  the  observation  of  the  prisoner. 

^^  I  am  content  it  should  be  so— my  Lord — I 
swear  to  the  property  as  mine." 
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*'  And  as  surely,^  exclaimed  the  prisonerj 
^*  you  have  sworn  away  the  life  of  your  own  fa- 
ther r 

^^  By  Jove !  it  is  a  lie  !^  exdaimed  Lord  Har- 
weden — ^but  the  reprimand  he  was  about  to  re- 
ceive from  the  Bench  for  the  indecorum,  was  ar- 
rested by  the  general  tumult  which  prevailed 
through  the  Court 

The  words  of  the  prisoner  had  scarcely  stricken 
upon  the  ear  of  Percy  before  they  were  lost,  with 
the  sense  of  all  that  was  passing  around  him.  He 
fell  forward  from  the  situation  in  which  he  had 
been  standing  behind  Mr  Spencer,  and  would 
have  been  precipitated  upon  the  table,  round 
which  the  counsel  sat,  had  not  that  gentleman, 
who  was  turning  towards  him  at  the  moment, 
caught  him  in  his  arms,  and  carried  him  out  of 
Court.  The  situation  of  Lord  Harweden,  who 
was  on  the  Bench,  was  scarcely  less  pitiable,  but 
he  contrived  to  leave  the  Court  unaided,  and  to 
find  his  way  to  Percy  in  an  adjoining  room^  where 
he  had  been  carried  by  his  fiiend  Spencer. 

The  trial,  in  tEe  meanwhile,  had  been  suspend- 
ed, and  the  peculiarity  of  the  circumstances,  which 
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had  interrupted  the  proceedings,  induced  the 
Court  to  aiiait  the  return  of  Mr  Spencer,  to  enable 
him  to  consult  with  the  prosecutor,  or  his  friends. 

Percy  was  incapable,  even  after  he  had  reco- 
vered the  first  shock,  either  to  suggest  any  mea- 
sures, or  to  benefit  even  by  the  advice  of  Lord 
Harweden  or  Mr  Spencer.  He  was  placed,  there- 
fore, under  care  of  his  Lordship^  servant  to  con- 
vey him  home  in  the  carriage,  having  first  so- 
lemnly enjoined  his  friends  to  probe  th6  truth  of 
the  man'^s  averment,  and  to  use  every  possible 
means  of  saving  him  from  the  consequences  o(  his 
guilt. 

The  Earl  felt  only  indignation  and  resentment 
against  the  prisoner.  It  was  dear,  as  Percy  had 
previously  affirmed,  that  this  man  had  been,  and 
probably  was,  a  mere  tool  in  the  hands  of  the  Dos- 
siters,  and  that  the  present  avowal  might  be  made 
only  in  the  hopes  of  averting  the  penalty  of  the 
law  about  to  (sll  upon  his  head. 

At  all  events,  his  regard  and  friendshq),  even 
for  Percy,  were  not  powerfrd  enough  to  induce  any 
interference  on  his  part  in  the  present  stage  of  the 
business — and,  indeed,  the  evil  was  to  a  certain 
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point  irremediable,  since  the  exposure  had  been  so 
piitdic. — When  Mr  Spencer  confirmed  him  in  his 
<^xinion  that  there  was  no  possible  mode  of  stay- 
ing the  proceedings  in  the  present  sti^e  of  the  h^ 
siness — that  the  kw  must  have  its  course — but 
that  there  need  be  no  apprehension  respecting  the 
life  of  the  man, — they  returned  together  into  the 
Court ;  and,  after  a  few  words  between  the  Judge 
and  CouQsel,  the  prisoner  having  no  witnesses  to 
produce,  the  Judge  proceeded  to  sum  up,  and  the 
Jury,  finding  the  case  too  dear  to  admit  of  a 
doubt,  returned  a  verdict  of  Guilty  against  Jarvis, 
but  with  evident  reluctance,  as  was  further  prov- 
ed by  a  recommendation  to  mercy,  in  consequence 
of  the  relative  connection,  which  had  been  disco- 
vered,  in  the  course  of  the  trial,  between  the  pro- 
secutor and  the  prisoner. 

The  verdict  was  recorded — but  the  Judge  only 
shook  his  head  when  the  Foreman  explained  the 
grounds  of  this  recommendation  of  the  Jury. 

There  was  some  delay  in  Imnging  on  the  next 
cause,  during  which  the  Judge  had  retired-— and . 
befere  the  Court  was  resumed,  Mr  Spencer,  aid- 
ed by  the  concurring  opinion  of  some  of  his  leam- 
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ed  friends,  had  made  up  his  mind  to  a  mode  rf 
proceeding,  which,  being  sanctioned  by  Liord  Har- 
weden^  he  brought  forward — and  addressed  to  the 
i^proval  of  the  Bench.  He  stated,  that,  by  the 
Common  Law,  a  man,  who  had  been  convicted  rf 
one  felony,  might  be  prosecuted  for  another,  in 
order  to  bring  accessaries  to  punishment — that  al- 
though his  client,  as  might  easily  be  inferred  from 
what  had  recently  passed  before  the  Court,  was 
not  likely  to  be  influenced  by  a  spirit  of  persecn- 
ti(m,  there  certainly  was  a  mystery  connected  widi 
his  birth — and  an  exchange  of  children  had  been 
fraudulently  made,  affecting  property  to  a  con- 
siderable amount— ^and  the  interests  of  a  family  of 
the  highest  rank  in  the  country.  It  was,  there- 
fore, desirable  that  the  parties  inculpated  in  the 
transgression  should  be  brought  forward,  and  the 
fiict  ascertained,  if  possible,  whether  what  they 
heard  from  the  prisoner  was  capable  of  proof— 
and  if  so,  how  far  he  had  been  privy  to  the  abduc- 
tion of  Lord  Harweden^s  son — ^who  had,  as  he 
should  be  able  frdly  to  prove,  been  surrreptitioiis- 
ly  exchanged  in  infancy  for  the  person  who  had 
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unhappily  appeared  as  prosecutor  in  the  late 
trial 

AAer  some  discussion  on  the  point  of  fonn^  the 
Bench  interposed  no  objection  to  the  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding, and  Lord  Harweden  left  the  Court  with 
his  counsel — enabled  at  length  to  give  free  vent 
to  his  feelings,  which  had  undergcme,  and  were 
still  undergoing,  a  very  cutting  and  severe  triaL 

He  proceeded  to  his  house,  in  the  conviction  diat 
he  should  find  Fercy^-nalthough  he  ahnost  dread- 
ed to  meet  him  after  the  terriUe  explanation  whidi 
had  taken  place.  At  one  moment  he  repeated  the 
exclamation  which  had  escaped  him  in  Court,  and 
felt  assured  that  it  was  a  trick  of  the  prisoner  td 
excite  sympathy — that  he  had  discovered  the  his- 
tory of  Percy  probably  from  his  connection  with 
Dossiter,  and  had  resorted  to  the  manoeuvre  on 
the  spur  of  the  occasion.  The  Earl  would  then 
seize  his  hat,  and  declare  his  intention  of  proceed- 
ing to  Percy^s  chambers  in  order  to  comfort  and 
console  him^— a  doubt  would  as  suddenly  flash  up- 
on his  mind  of  the  probability  of  his  speculation — 
and  he  would  then  throw  himself  into  his  chair, 
and,  after  giving  fresh  vent  to  his  irritated  feehngs, 
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wonder  upon  the  fresh  difficulty  whieh  §o  public 
a  declaration  of  Percy^s  d^rading  connectioiii 
would  throw  in  the  way  of  hia&Tourite  schenies ! 

^  What  the  devil  had  he — or  I,  to  do  with  pro- 
aeeutions?— curse  thewateh  and  the  portfolio— By 
Jove !  it  is  all  the  work  of  the  devil,  or  Doesiter 
himself.  I'm  deadly  ilT — and  when  Mr  Spencer 
left  him  to  commence  proceedings,  the  old  goitle- 
man  was  gradually  drilled  into  a  calm,  under  the 
personal  command  of  Michael  Schwarti,  st  the 
head  of  a  regiment  of  bottles  and  boxes,  duly  mar- 
shalled on  the  library-table. 

Loa  was  socm  informed  of  the  event  whidi  had 
caused  this  scene  of  confusion — and  deeply  lament- 
ed it,  from  her  knowledge  of  the  senative  feelings 
of  poor  Percy — and  of  the  difficulties  which  she  was 
aware  it  would  place  in  the  way  of  securing  their 
mutual  happiness.  • 

There  was  a  promptitude  as  well  as  vigour  in 
the  mind  of  this  high-minded  gbl,  whidi  always 
pointed  to  the  readiest  means  of  applying  the  re- 
medy to  an  evil— -or  of  preventing  consequences 
which  she  could  ahnost  intuitively  perceive  in  the 
result  of  any  particular  action  or  mode  of  proceed- 
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ing.  We  have  already  seen  that  she  was  abore 
the  trifling  etiquettes  of  life,  when  no  offence 
against  moral  feeling,  or  the  higher  duties  wore  in- 
volved. 

She  now  determined  to  see  Percy — since  he 
persevered  in  absenting  himself  from  his  friends. 
Ordering  the  carriage,  therefore,  she  declined  the 
offer  of  Lady  Sarah  to  accompany  her— observ- 
ing, ^*  That  her  Ladyship  might  conclude  her  to 
be  an  odd  being — ^but  that  she  had  long  been  used 
to  think  and  act  for  herself,  and  must  do  so  in  the 
most  important  crisis  of  her  fiite^ — and  drove  off 
alone  to  Percy'^s  chambers  in  the  Temple. 

She  ascended  the  stairs  with  her  servant,  who 
knocked  several  times  at  the  door  without  receiv- 
ii^  any  answer.  At  length,  after  one  of  those 
impatient  summonses,  which,  on  other  occasions, 
only  announce  the  arrival  of  some  great  person- 
age, the  door  was  thrown  violently  open  by  Per- 
cy himself,  who,  with  anger,  or  rather  the  expres- 
sion of  a  maniac,  demanded  **  What  the  fellow 
wanted  ?'" — ^before  he  perceived  the  retiring  figure 
of  the  lady,  who  was  seriously  alarmed  at  his  slo- 
venly and  disordered  appearance.     His  arms  and 
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his  countenance  fell  as  he  discovered  her.  There 
was  no  longer  an  expression  of  rage  or  impetuo- 
sity on  his  countenance,  but  it  was  succeeded  by 
a  look,  so  woe-b^one-— so  indescribably  miser- 
able, that  Loo  Clarendon  could  only  beckcm  to 
the  servant  to  leave  them,  and  o£fer  her  support- 
ing arm  to  lead  her  friend  back  into  the  room. 

When  she  had  taken  a  chair,  and  he  had 
thrown  himself,  or  rather  fidlen  upon  the  80&, 
she  no  longer  suffered  herself  to  be  subdued  by 
the  feelings  of  the  moment,  but  ooUecdng  herself 
for  the  twofold  o£Bce  of  rallying  her  own  s^ts, 
and  recalling  his,  she  addressed  him  with  as  mudi 
calmness  as  could  be  expected  under  the  csrcom- 
stances,  and  with  all  the  tenderness  which  die 
thought  due  to  one  who  loved  so  truly,  and  had 
suffered  so  much  for  her  sake. 

^^  Be  calm,  my  best  friend,"^  she  began^- 
^^  consider  what  those  who  are  interested  in  yoa 
must  suffer  from  this  unreasonable  despondency, 
with  which  you  have  suffered  yourself  to  be  over- 
whelmed. Reflect  upon  the  blessings  still  with- 
in reach  of  your  hopes,  and  do  not  reject  the  gifts 
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of  Providaice,  because  you  are  not  at  liberty  to 
separate  the  evil  firom  the  good.^ 

"  Is  it  Loo  Bellenden  P''  cried  Percy,  raising 
his  head — ^^  Is  it  the  companion  of  my  happiest 
— ^my  only  happy  hours  ? — Is  it  she  who,  blest 
with  every  advantage  that  Heaven  can  bestow — 
rich  in  all  that  makes  the  sum  of  human  riches, 
and  suffering  only  the  shadow  of  the  Utter  ills 
which  now  weigh  me  to  the  earth — ^is  it  she  who 
rejected  wealth,  station,  and  the  truest  heart  that 
ever  beat  for  love  of  woman,  because  a  suspicion 
hung  about  h^  birth — and  does  she  now  bid  me 
look  up  from  the  very  depths  of  infamy  and  de- 
gradation, to  dwell  on  a  prospect  which  angels 
might  envy— -and  none  beneath  them  be  worthy 
to  enjoy  ?" 

"  Come,  come,  Percy — this  is  a  theme  I  have 
often  forbidden  in  happier  days,  although  from  a 
very  different  motive— but  we  have  nothing  to 
do— 4ind  little  in  common  with  angels-— so  as  I 
descend  from  the  clouds— do  you  rise  from  your 
imaginary  depression,  and  we  shall  not  only  find 
ourselves  much  nearer  upon  an  equality— but  in- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


908  PEECY  MALLOEY. 

finitely  more  capable  of  seeing  our  way  before 
us." 

^^  Never — ^never,  dearest  Loo— I  am  for  ever 
dishonored— and  the  taint  of  my  dqiradation 
must  never  reach  you."*^ 

^^  In  this,  Percy,  you  are  at  liberty  to  act  for 
yourself — I  speak  neither  of  taint,  nor  dish<Mior, 
when  I  would  urge  with  you  the  inducements  to 
return  the  kindness  and  sympathy  of  friends, 
from  whom  you  appear  resolved  to  banish  your- 
self." 

^^  Who  told  you  so  ?"  cried  Percy,  starting 
from  the  sofo. 

<<  The  foct  speaks  for  itself.  For  three  days, 
my  unde  has  entreated  your  presence.  His  en- 
treaties and  mine  have  been  equally  unavailing, 
and  yet  you  must  be  conscious  of  the  pain  you 
inflict  upon  us.*^ 

*^  Forget  me — ^banish  me  from  your  thoughts— 
I  am  not  fit  for  society — I  feel  the  soil  and  fildi 
of  sordid  villainy  adhere  to  me— I  cany  conta- 
mination in  my  very  breath — ^it  is  inherent — it 
sticks — ^it  cannot  be  washed  away — and  what 
then  have  I  to  do  with  friendship— with — ^with— 
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Oh !  thought  of  distraction!  with  Loo— Loo  Cla- 
rendon !^  and  again  he  fell,  nerveless,  upon  the 


Again  she  sought,  by  every  incentive,  to  rouse 
him  from  this  efieminate  torpor  of  mind.  She 
used  none  of  the  common-places  of  consolation, 
but  admitting  the  aggravation  of  his  misery  by 
the  new  discovery,  she  endeavoured  to  throw 
some  lights  upon  its  darkest  passages,  by  a  sup- 
position that  it  might  still  be  a  fiibrication ;  and 
when  she  had,  to  a  certain  degree,  entrapped  his 
attention,  by  thus  leading  him  into  a  labyrinth  of 
hope,  she  reverted  to  the  result  even  of  his  worst 
suspicions,  and  laboured  to  shew,  that  they  were 
merely  chimeras  which  a  few  years  would  dissi- 
pate, and  which  a  life  of  privacy  and  virtue  would 
dispel  altogether. 

**  You  know  me,  Percy— or  ought  to  know  me 
— and  having  pledged  my  faith  to  you,  it  is  you 
only  can  absolve  me  from  it — ^not  by  rejection — 
not  by  any  fidse  notions  of  delicacy — Nay,  nay, 
listen  to  me — it  is  only  by  forfeiting  the  honor 
on  which  I  reposed — ^repelling  the  virtues  which 
you  have  hitherto  cherished — tarnishing  the  cha* 
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racter  I  have  been  taught  to  reveie — ^it  is  through 
these  only  that  you  can  acquit  me  of  the  £uth  I 
have  solemnly  pledged  to  my  deUverer  in  the 
hills  of  Cumberland,  and  the  man  who  claimed 
it  as  my  first  debt  of  gratitude.  You  may,  I  re- 
peat, spurn — reject  me,  Percy — ^but  you  must 
yourself  be  changed  in  all  things,  before  my  truth 
can  be  shaken  ^ 

^^  Is  this  not  an  aggraration — a  tenfold  aggra- 
vation of  my  sufierings? — ^is  it  not  to  embit- 
ter  "^ 

^^  Nothing  I  intend  to  say  shall  embitter  a  mo- 
ment of  your  life,  Percy.— I  am  the  more  deeply 
bound  to  you,  by  what  you  consider  your  misfor- 
tunes, and  did  you  fairly  judge  of  me  by  your- 
self, you  would  give  me  credit  for  appreciating 
you,  not  according  to  the  goods  you  may  possess 
in  this  life,  but  by  the  virtues  which  alone  can 
enaUe  you  to  lay  up  a  store  for  a  better."^ 

"  Leave  me— leave  me,  Loo— in  pity — for 
mercy^s  si^e— I  shall  forget  myself— my — my 
resolutions.^ 

^<  Not  only  forget,  but  abandon  them — ?<»* 
shame— will  you  sufler  a  poor  weak  girl  to  out- 
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man  you  in  firmness — and  strength  of  purpose  ? 
Hear  me,  Percy — I  am  above  all  the  coquetry 
of  my  sex — not  because  I  am  better  than  others, 
but,  probably,  because  I  have  never  had  occasion 
to  resort  to  it.^ 

"  You  !— you "" 

«  Nay — ^nay,  Percy — I  daim  none  of  the  fine 
things  you  are  about  to  appropriate  to  me,^  in- 
terrupted she,  smiling ;  <^  but  I  am  what  you  see 
me,  and  if  I  have  sometimes  compromised  the 
dignity  of  my  sex,  as  defined  by  the  laws  of  so- 
ciety, I  have  only  conceded  it  to  something  more 
valuable,  and  consistent  with  my  duty.  I  have 
been  sincere — and,  therefore,  saved  both  you  and 
myself  many  a  heart-ache,  which  the  want  of  it 
would  have  entaOed  upon  us.  I  have  foimd  the 
benefit  of  firankness — ^and  I  will  not  abandon  it, 
in  a  crisis  when  everything  is  at  stake.  I  see 
that— what  shall  I  term  it  ? — ^not  obstinacy,  but 
your  pertinacity  of  opinion,  is  inaccessible  to  ar- 
gument.*" 

"  You — ^you  may  command  me,  Loo,  in  all 
things,  except ^ 

**  The  only  instance  in  which  I  would  be  arbi- 
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trary — But  attend  to  me — ^you  have  taken  a  view 
of  your  situation,  which  ndther  my  wishes  nor 
my  sympathy  can  alter."" 

^^  For  mercy^s  sake,  do  not  reproach  me.  Loo  T 

"  Neither  in  word— nor  in  my  heart,  Percy — 
but  I  must  have  the  benefit  of  the  fact — ^you  can- 
not face  the  world — ^you  must  therefore  torn 
your  back  upon  it.— All  I  ask — all  I  claim,  is  to 
be  your  companion  and  your  friend — ^my  uncle 
loves  you  as  his  son-^he  is  anxious  to  strengthen 
the  tie,  by  an  alliance  with  his  new-found  niece.'" 

^^  Be  not  too  sure  of  that,  Loo — ^he  is  proud 
-—justly  proud  of  his  high  descent — and  I  have 
not  seen  him — ^he  has  been  content  to  bandy  mes- 
sages with  me — ^he  has  not,  as  he  was  wont,  sought 
me  out — since  the  fatal  disclosure  of  Thursday — 
he  was  before  staggered  by  the  obscurity — be  as- 
sured he  is  now  shocked,  and  disgusted  by  the 
infamy  of  my  family  !^ 

^^  Be  it  so,  Percy — still  his  word  is  pledged, 

and  his  affections  imchanged.     He  might — with 

his  worldly  notions — ^be  averse  to  the  publicity  of 

an  union,  thus  formed  by  his  niece  and  heiress 

-*but  he  will  not  refuse  to  bestow  upon  us  hi& 
11 
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own  abandoned  cottage  on  the  hills ;  and  there, 
in  seclusion,  if  we  do  not  find  our  own  happiness, 
we  must  have  forgotten  what  first  constituted  it 
—or  have  drawn  strange  inferences  firom  the  lit- 
tle we  have  seen  of  what  is  ailed  the  world."" 

"  Loo — Loo— tempt  me  not  with  such  a  pro- 
spect— ^point  not  out  the  cool  spring,  to  the  ex- 
hausted victim  of  the  desart — ^hold  not  up  the 
fixdts  of  paradise  to  the  eyes  of  a  famishing  wretch, 
who  has  not  strength  to  reach  them.  I  cannot 
listen — I  dare  not— fascination  is  in  your  voice 
— ^heaven  in  your  accent — and  the  more  they 
breathe  their  balmy  influence  upon  my  distracted 
soul — the  more  surely  they  speak  of  happiness — 
which  never — ^never  can  be  mine,  without  sinking 
me  to  the  depths  of  infamy,  even  lower  than  my 
cruelfatehasplungedme. — Forgive-- forgive,  blest 
being— think  of  my  struggles — call  me  not  weak 
—deem  me  not  feeble  or  infirm,  when  I  have  the 
resolution  to  bid  adieu  to  thee — and  to  happiness 
— ^for  ever.'' — ^And  before  she  was  aware  of  the 
action,  he  had  snatched  up  his  hat — and  flown 
rather  than  precipitated  himself  out  of  the  room 
and  down  the  stairs. 
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She  had  struggled  with  her  own  fidelingB,  m  or- 
der to  mspire  him  with  resolution,  but  thus  left 
and  abandoned-*the  powers  of  woman  conld  go 
no  fiirther — she— yes,  reader — she  burst  into 
tears,  and,  overcome  by  the  variety  of  s^isations 
by  which  she  had  been  assailed,  wept  as  heartily 
as  ever  did  any  of  those  ladies — ^who-^-Jf  their  his- 
tory is  to  be  credited — spend  their  days  in  a  doud 
of  white  kerchiefs — ^and  their  nights  in  m<Hsteii- 
ing  their  pillows  with  tears. 

^<  What  became  of  her  7^  asks  the  sentimental 
reader.  She  returned  home,  to  be  sure— -not  so 
Percy. — Inquiries  were  daily  made  after  him  fiir 
a  week  subsequent  to  this  meeting,  and  the  only 
intelligence  which  could  be  gleaned  from  the 
neighbours  was,  that  his  friend  Blencow  had  been 
observed  to  enter  the  chambers  in  the  dusk  of  the 
same  evening,  and  to  carry  off  certain  packages 
in  a  hackney-coach. — ^An  additional  piece  of  in- 
formation was  indeed  collected  in  the  course  of 
another  week,  namely,  that  the  porter  of  the  In- 
ner Temple  had  received  the  key  of  his  cham- 
bers, with  directions  to  keep  it,  until  Mr  Paty 
Mallory  should  authorize  some  person  to  demand 
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it,  and  that,  if  not  demanded  before  the  expira- 
tion of  six  months,  it  was  to  be  conveyed  to  the 
landlord  of  the  chambers,  who  had  notice  of  his 
intention  to  surrender  possession  at  the  end  of 
that  period. 

We  are  perfectly  aware,  that,  at  this  place,  our 
history  will  be  put  aside— either  in  the  slovenly 
way  of  some  people,  who  turn  a  book  open,  with 
its  leaves  upon  the  table— or  by  those  scarcely 
more  tidy  ones  who  boldly  turn  down  the  leaf— 
and  that  with  an  ominous  ^*  cluck,^  the  reader 
will  be  called  upon  for  an  opinion  upon  the  con- 
duct of  a  lover  who  could  thus  leave  a  fair  mistress 
to  pine  in  ignorance  of  his  fate — and  in  so  un- 
gallant  a  procedure,  take  upon  him  to  decide 
for  himself  in  direct  opposition  to  the  wishes  and 
commands  of  his  liege  lady.  Such  over-rigid 
judges  should  wait  until  they  have  the  whole  evi- 
dence  before  them.  It  does  not  suit  us,  however, 
to  enter  at  this  time  upon  his  defence.  If  there 
be  no  kind  considerate  maiden  aunt — ^no  &ther  of 
a  family  whose  daughter  has  lately  had  a  narrow 
escape  of  running  away  with  a  strolling  player — 
ready   at  hand  to   bestow    an  eulogium  upon 
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Percy^s  admirable  example  of  self-denial,  be  most 
be  subjected  to  a  jury,  not  of  his  peers,  because 
it  would  be  di£Bcult,  if  not  impossible,  to  find  so 
many  within  any  reasonable  allotted  space — ^but 
of  young  ladies  under  the  age  of  twenty-one— 
and  we  may  add — ^Heaven  grant  him  a  safe  de- 
liverance. 

How  Lord  Harweden  alternated  in  his  ravings 
between  the  opposite  feelings  of  dread,  at  a  om- 
tamination  of  his  fieunily  genealogy — and  the  wil- 
fid  retreat  of  the  only  being  who  had  ever  e£fec- 
tually  conciliated  his  a£fections — and  how  Lady 
Loo  comfortedherself  after  the  first  burst  of  grid^ 
and  disappointment  at  the  open  rebellion  of  h& 
lover,  it  is  not  in  our  power,  at  this  moment,  to 
say — and  we  leave  our  readers  to  settle  the  mat- 
ter, which  they  may  easily  do  firom  the  forgo- 
ing premises,  in  the  manner  most  congenial  with 
their  own  taste  and  imagination  respecting  such 
things.  We  only  beg  leave  to  premise — for  fear 
of  accidents  which  might  interfere  with  the  lead- 
ing truths,  and  the  very  authenticity  of  our  his- 
toiy — ^that  the  lady  did  not  die  of  the  disease  call- 
ed Love — and  that  the  old  gentleman  found  time, 
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and  even  indination,  to  proceed  against  the  cul- 
prit Jarvis,  under  the  advice  and  counsel  of  Mr 
Spencer. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

At  length  the  second  trial  came  to  be  heard, 
and  Lord  Harweden,  prepared  for  the  worst  that 
could  now  happen,  again  took  his  seat  near  the 
Judge  upon  the  Bench.  The  prisoner  had  sum- 
moned as  witnesses  the  Messrs  Dossiter,  &ther 
and  son,  and  one  Mabel  Green,  a  laundress,  who 
could  not  be  found  according  to  the  address  giyen 
by  him.  He  had,  in  the  first  instance,  expressed 
a  strong  anxiety  for  her  discovery,  but  learning 
that  she  had  left  her  former  lodgings,  and  was 
gone,  no  one  knew  whither,  he  expressed  no  wish 
to  postpone  the  trial  on  account  of  her  absence. 
The  Dossiters  had  been  served  with  subpcenas, 
but  some  days  before  the  trial,  it  appeared  that 
they  had  silently  decamped — and  it  having  been 
ascertained  that  they  had  previously  made  several 
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large  remittances  to  the  Cimtineiit  of  America, 
it  was  presumed  that  they  had  followed  in  the 
same  direction,  without  acknowledging  the  neces- 
sity of  taking  any  formal  leave  of  their  friends  at 
home. 

Mr  Spencer,  as  leading  counsel  for  the  prosor 
cution,  had  been  fully  instructed  in  the  details  of 
the  story  of  the  stolen  child  by  Lord  Harweden, 
and  the  evidence  given  at  Carlisle  supplied  him 
with  every  thing  necessary  to  trace  the  agent  in 
the  business  to  Giles  MaUory,  if— as  he  affirmed 
— this  Jarvis  was  the  same  individual  pers<m. 
Alice  Halpin,  who  was  now  liberated  from  her 
durance  at  Carlisle,  was  brought  up  from  the 
north,  to  substantiate  the  evidence  she  had  fiir- 
merly  given. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  day,  the  Court 
was  occupied  with  the  recapitulation  of  facts,  with 
which  the  reader  by  this  time  is  frdly  acquainted. 
The  prisoner,  far  from  attempting  to  evade  the 
charges  brought  against  him,  seemed  to  fed  that 
his  only  hope  of  escape  depended  upon  the  na- 
tural feelings  of  Percy  as  his  'son— who,  from  his 
connections  and  character,  he  doubted  not  would 
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be  able  powerfolly  to  interpose  between  him  and 
any  disgracefol  or  degrading  punishm^it.  He 
threw  himself  upon  the  mercy  of  the  Court,  and 
trusted  that  the  absence  of  such  material  witness- 
es as  the  Dossiters,  whose  dupe  and  instrument  he 
profisssed  himself  to  have  been  made  through  life, 
would  entitle  him  to  the  indulgent  considerati<Hi 
of  the  Jury — ^thathe  was  a  man  more  sinnedagainst 
than  sinning — that  he  had  long  repented  of  his 
share  in  the  transaction,  and  should  years  ago 
have  claimed  his  son,  but  for  the  threats  and  ar- 
tifices employed  by  Clement  Dossiter,  ^ho  held 
the  terror  of  the  law  over  his  head  on  one  hand, 
and  his  own  private  vengeance,  which  he  had 
ample  power  of  inflicting,  on  account  of  his  de- 
•pendant  situation,  on  the  other.  Another  most 
important  witness,  he  added,  who  could  expressly 
prove  his  having  been  employed  by  Dossiter,  was 
lost  to  him,  from  his  ignorance  of  the  woman^s 
abode, — and  when  reminded  by  Lord  Harwedai^s 
counsel,  that  he  had  been  at  Uberty  to  pos^ne 
the  trial  to  the  next  sessions,  if  he  considered  her 
testimony  essential  to  his  cause,  he  observed,  that 
he  had  already  suffered  so  much  from  the  share 
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he  liad  had  in  the  af&ir,  and  from  the  loss  of  a 
child,  for  whom  he  had  never  ceased  to  feel  the 
deepest  interest,  and  had  never,  indeed,  lost  sight 
of,  that  he  would  rather  suffer  under  any  verdict 
a  Jury  of  his  countrymen  might  return,  in  their 
view  of  his  whole  case  as  it  now  stood  before  them, 
than  any  longer  labour  under  the  odium  which 
he  had  incurred  to  his  own  injury,  for  the  exclu- 
sive benefit  and  advantage  of  others. 

There  was  something  about  the  man,  apparent- 
ly above  his  station — and  unquestionably  there 
were  circumstances,  which,  if  taken  with  a  de^ 
gree  of  latitude,  were  calculated  to  awaken  some 
/Sympathy  in  the  misfortunes,  however  criminally 
induced,  of  a  person  who  stood  in  the  situation  of 
the  prisoner — and  this  was  evident  in  the  general 
feeling  of  the  Court  and  the  spectators. 

Just  in  this  critical  moment,  when  Mr  Spencer 
was  about  to  make  some  observations  upon  what 
had  just  been  stated  by  the  prisoner,  it  was  an- 
nounced by  the  Clerk  of  the  Arraigns,  that  Ma- 
bel Green,  the  witness  in  question,  was  now  in 
Court.  Beinj  produced  in  the  witness  box. 
Lord  Harweden'ft  counsel  congratulated  the  pri« 
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soner  upon  the  timely  arriTal  of  his  witness.  Thi^ 
tone  and  manner  of  the  obserration  attracting  aU 
eyes  towards  the  dock,  no  small  d^ree  of  curiosi- 
ty was  awakened  by  the  expresdon  of  the  prison- 
er's countenance,  which  was  suddenly  changed 
from  the  air  of  confident  appeal  which  had  so 
lately  characterised  it — ^into  one  not  only  of  sur- 
prise, but  alarm.  The  effect  was  transient — and 
his  heightened  colour  quickly  dispelled  the  cada- 
verous  hue  which  had  spread  over  it  only  for  a 
moment.  The  woman  having  been  sworn,  an- 
swered without  hesitation  the  several  necessary 
questions  touching  her  name,  occupation,  jdace 
of  residence,  &c.  She  was  asked  if  she  knew  the 
prisoner — upon  which,  turning  towards  him  tor 
the  first  dme,  and  having  surveyed  him,  with  an 
air  of  some  surprise,  she  answered  in  the  affirma- 
tive. Jarvis  was  then  permitted  to  put  his  qqes- 
tions  to  her,  the  answers  to  which  tended  frilly  to 
justify  his  claim  to  the  name  of  Mallory,  by 
which  she  had  known  him  for  nearly  twenty 
years. 

^*  This  is  all,  my  Lord,^  said  the  prisracr, 
addressing  the  bench,  <^  that  I  haye  to  ask  of  the 
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witness.     She  has  proyed  what  is  necessary  to 
confirm  my  statement.'*^ 

'<  Let  the  witness  stay  where  she  is,^  cried 
Mr  Spenc^ ;  <<  I  ha^e  some  questions  to  ask,  with 
his  Lordship^s  permissioiiy  which  may  perhqpa 
make  the  case  even  clearer. — Pray,  Mistress 
Mabel — Green,  I  think,  is  your  name  ?^ 

**  Yes,  your  Worship,  that  is  sin**  I  were 
married  to  — — ^ 

^^  No  matter  when  or  to  whom  you  were  mar-i 
ried,— »we  don^t  want  your  history.*" 

"  No — ^your  Worship*'* 

^  Be  silent,  woman — and  cmly  answer  directly 
to  the  qnestians  I  shall  put  to  you-— Tou  say  you 
have  known  the  prisoner  for  twenty  years  f^ 
\  **  Aye,  ril  warrant  ye— your  Wordup-nfull 
twenty,  if  not  more.*" 

'^  Worship  me  no  Worship-*-an8wer  me  plain, 
yes  or  no.*" 

"  Yes,  your  Honor^-or  no,  if  your  Worship's 
Honor  likes  it  better." 

**  Pshaw ! — since  you  have  known  him  for 
twenty  years,  I  b^  you  will  tdl  his  Lordship 
and  these  gentlemen  what  you  know  of  him." 
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^^  No  great  good,  your  Honor-^e  paid  me  « 
^uity  of  ten  pounds,  accordbig  to  a  Innding  oath, 
for  some  years,  till  he  was  dead.^ 

'^  Dead !  why,  thou  foolish  woman — ^lunre  yoa 
not  just  sworn  to  him  livii^,  and  standing  there 
before  you  f" 

^^  Yes,  your  Worship— ^ut  I  didn^t  know  that 
till  sueh  time  as  I  came  here — and  it  was  all 
along  of  sedng  his  name  in  this  here  Ut  of  a 
summons,  as  was  sent  me  firom  my  ould  lodgings 
in  Broad  Court,  to  Finchley,  as  I  come  at  all, 
for  thinks  I  to  myself——" 

^  Well,  well — ^we  have  nothing  to  do  with 
your  thoughts— you  came  here  because  you  saw 
his  name?" 

^'  I  thought  him  as  dead  as  a  door  nail^  your 
Worship." 

^  But  you  see  he  is  aUve^  and  have  sworn  to 
the  fact?" 

*^  Vm  sure  he  gave  out  as  he  was  dead»  to  rob 
me  of  my  'nuity." 

<<  Well-^you  must  settle  that  question  hereaf- 
ter 'y  at  present  you  will  have  no  olgection  to  in- 
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fonn  the  Court,  for  what  service  or  consideration 
you  received  or  claim  that  annuity  7" 

"  It  was  for  keeping  my  secret,"  interrupted 
the  prisoner — ^whose  countenance  could  not  con- 
ceal the  violent  internal  agitation  of  his  mind. 

^^  Prisoner,  you  must  not  put  words  into  the 
mouth  of  the  witness — ^you  will  be  again  at  liber- 
ty to  ask  her  any  questions  by  and  1^,  if  you 
think  it  necessary  to  impeach  the  testimony  of 
your  own  witness.**^ 

The  question  was  again  put— and  Ae  woman 
returned  the  answer  suggested  by  the  prisoner. 

"  It  were  to  keep  his  secret,  to  be  sure.'* 

^^  It  must  have  been  a  valuable  secret  to  be 
worth  so  much,  my  good  woman— but  as  there  are 
no  secrets  in  this  Court — and  as  the  prisoner  has 
thought  proper  to  bring  you  here  for  the  purpose 
of  letting  out  his.  secret,  you  will  not  object  to 
stating  what  it  was  ?^ 

^'  Lah !— if  your  Worship  knows  the  rights  of 
it  from  he,  you  maun  know  naturally  it  were  aU 
about  them  childer.*^ 

^^  What  had  you  to  do  with  these  childer,  as 
you  call  them  ?"* 
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^<  Why,  wam^t  I  hired  to  take  caie  cm  ^em, 
your  Honor  7^ 

**  Oh,  no  doubt ! — but  youmay  as  well  inform 
the  Court,  because  they  do  not  know  all  about  it, 
what  two  children  you  are  speaking  of  7"^ 
'    ^*  Why,  MaUory^Sy  to  be  sure,  and  the  one  as 
come  from  foreign  parts.*" 

<'  That  is  the  stolen  one  ?*" 

*'  Aye,  sure^  your  Honor — I  had  no  hand  or 
part  in  it,  so  I  donH  care  who  knows  it.^ 

^'  Of  course  not — ^but  how  do  you  know  it  was 
stolen?" 

Some  objection  being  made  by  the  Court  to  the 
question,  the  woman,  without  hesitation,  took 
upon  to  answer. 

'^  I  was  told  so  by  Judy  Mallory— as  true  a 
woman  as  ever  lm)ke  bread." 

'^  And  you  were  to  keep  this  secret  cm  receiv- 
ing an  annuity  of  ten  pounds  from  the  prisoner." 

'<  Sure,  you*^  aH  out  there !" — But  here  die 
prisoner,  as  if  in  apprehension  ^i  the  womaH^i 
proceeding  fiirther  than  was  necessary,  exclaimed; 
^<  Yes,  witness,  you  know  it  was  for  keeping  die 
secrev* 
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**  I  did'nt  say  it  wam't.'' 

"  Silence,  prisoner — attend  to  me,^  continued 
Mr  Spencer ;  *<  Did  Mallory  himself  or  his  wife 
acquaint  you  with  the  secret  ?^ 

"  Judy  did." 

**  And  she  promised  you  the  annuity  for  leepx 
ingit?'* 

'<  Not  she.  111  be  sworn,"  cried  Alice  Haljon, 
who  had  been  an  attentiye  observer  of  what  was 
passing,  and  who  heeded  not  the  repeated  com-, 
mands  of  silence— ^^  She^d  neither  the  means  not 
the  will — She  suffered  along  with  me,  and  had 
no  secret  to  keep— or  money  to  pay  for  keeping 
it,  if  she  had." 

'^  To  me,  my  Lord,"  cried  the  prisoner,  with 
increasing  confidence,  *'  it  was  an  important  se- 
^t — she  might  have  betrayed  me  at  any  time." 

^^  1  admonish  you  again,  prisoner,  to  be  si^ 
lent,"  said  Mr  Spencer ;  *'  it  will  be  better  for 
yourself— your  anxiety  to  conceal  the  details  of  a 
secret  which  you  have  yourself  avowed  in  open 
Court,  is  not  likely  to  be  of  any  service  to  your 
cause."    Then  turning  to  the  witness,  he  asked 
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her  again,  "  Whether  the  wife,  Judy  Mallory, 
or  the  prisoner,  offered  her  the  bribe  ?^ 

**  Why,  kh !  your  Worship^— A«,  to  be  surci— 
Judy  wamH  to  know  a  word  about  it^ 

<^  I  only  told  her  so,  my  Lord,  at  the  time,^ 
again  interrupted  the  prisoner, 

**  Why,  Giles,  you  know  it  was'' — the  woman 
was  proceeding — ^but  the  counsel  interposed. 

*^  Witness,  you  are  not  to  attend  to  the  pri- 
soner, but  to  answer  to  the  Court — and  you  will 
recollect  you  are  upon  your  oath — ^and  must 
therefore  answer." 

*^  Lord  bless  thee !  TU  answer  to  the  deril 
himself — Fm  no  afeared  of  him  nor  your  Wor- 
ship.''— (J  laugh.)  • 

'^  Attend,  then,  to  my  question — turn  your 
eyes  firom  the  prisoner,  and  look  steadily  in  my 
face.'* 

"  There,  your  Worship." 

^'  You  say  the  prisoner  it  was,  who  offered  you 
the  bribe  ?" 

*^  I  don't  know  what  you  caDs  him— it  was 
Giles  M^ory,  there," 

"  He  offered  you  the  bribe  ?" 

10 
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<«  Him  called  it  a  'nuity." 

"  Psha  ! — ^whatever  it  was,  he  ofl[ered  it  to  you 
— and  I  again  ask  you,  as  you  shall  answer  to  Hea- 
ven, why  he  irffered  you  this  ^x)infortable  annui- 
ty?'* 

^*  I  shan^t  answer  to  Heaven  nothing  at  aQ  i^ 
bout  it— -if s  as  plain  as  a  pike-staff;  he  gave  it  me 
to  say  nothing  about  the  childer.^ 

*^  So  far  so  good — Keep  your  eyes  this  way— at 
what  time  of  the  day  was  it  that  he  made  you 
this  offer  P'* 

"  It  wam't  no  time  of  the  day,  your  Worship 
— ^it  were  all  along  of  a  pitch  dark  night,  as  th6 
thing  happened.*^ 

"  Very  well — ^was  the  wife— this  Judy  Mallory, 
present  when  he  offered  it  ?^ 

^'  Why,  what  a  memory  thee  hast — I  ha  told 
your  Worship  over  and  over  again,  she  wam't  to 
know  it — and  if  s  likely  he  would  go  and  offer  a 
'nuity  before  her  eyes,'* 

"  Silence  the  prisoner,"  cried  the  counsel,  see- 
ing him  again  about  to  interrupt  the  proceedings. 
— ^"  Why  i^as  the  wife  not  to  know  any  thing  a^ 
bout  the  matter  P" 
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**  Why,  that,  1  tell  ye,  were  the  whole  secret** 

**  Keep  your  eyes  firom  the  prisoner.*^ 

**  Lah,  your  W<»r8hip  i  Fm  sure  I  don^t  want 
to  see  nothing  of  hun — ^he  do  look,  for  all  the 
world,  as  he  did  when  he  threatened  to  be  the 
death  on  me,  if  I  ever  uttered  a  word  about  it** 

<^  About  what  ?** 

'^  About ! — there  again — ^why,  what  about,  but 
4he  secret  to  be  sure  P^ 

**  That  is,  of  stealing  the  child  firom  Cumber- 
land?** 

*^  Not  a  bit  of  it — ^that  were  done  and  gone — 
it  were  his  taking  it  away,  your  Honor  !** 

^*  Now,  then,  we  are  in  train.— -Keep  the  pri- 
soner quiet — The  wife,  Jiidy,  then,  was  not  pre- 
sent when  he  took  the  child  away  ?** 

^  I  warrant  she  were  though,**  replied  the  wit- 
ness. 

"  You  equivocate,  woman.** 

^'  1*11  do  any  thing  your  Worship  Hkes,  if  you 
will  but  ha  done  teasing  one  cross  like.** 

<<  You  say  the  prisoner  oflSered  you  the  bribe 
t)n  the  night  on  which  he  took  the  child  away  ?** 
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'^  Yes,  your  Honor,  as  sure  as  I  stand  here, 
and  for  the  matteir  of  that "^ 

'^  Cease  your  habUing^— answer  me  directly  to 
Ae  question.^ 

*^  I  answers  directly — as  fiist  as  I  can,  your 
Honor.'' 

The  Court,  as  it  infidlibly  does  upon  such  oc- 
casions, indulged  in  a  laugh,  at  the  ezpence  of 
the  lawyer — ^but  he  was  not  to  be  laughed,  or 
talked  out  of  his  purpose. 

^^  You  have  sworn,  that  he  offered  you  this 
money,  or  annuity,  on  the  night  on  which  he  took 
the  diild  away.— You  have  also  sworn,  that  he 
did  so  offer  the  money  in  the  absence  of  his  wife 
—and  you  now  swear  that  the  wife  was  present  ?^ 

'^  And  I  swear  again,  she  were  present  when 
he  tooked  the  child  away.'' 

*'  Then  how  could  he  tamper  with  you  without 
her  knowledge  ?" 

"  That  were  after." 

<^  After ! — afi«r  he  was  gone  ?" 

**  But  he  comed  back  again,  your  Worship." 

"Without  the  child?" 
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"  Lord  love  your  Worship — ^no— with  it,  dead 
as  a  herring,  as  I  thought  me.^ 

^^  Silence  the  prisoner,^  absolutely  shouted  Mr 
Spencer,  seeing  him  again  about  to  interrupt  the 
evidence.  The  woman,  turning  her  eyes  towards 
the  dock,  in  spite  of  the  frequent  prohibitions 
she  had  incurred— « 

<^  What  harm,  now  Giles,^  adced  she,  *<  thee 
be^st  laid  by  the  heels,  and  it  casCt  signify  tdling 
these  here  gentlefolks  in  the  wigs,  what  they  all 
seems  to  know  aforehand."" 

The  prisoner,  with  difficulty,  was  restrained  by 
die  officers  near  him— hso  desperate  seemed  his 
determination  of  cheddng  the  volubility  of  the 
witness.     The  counsel  tesumed  his  vocation. 

^<  He  returned,  then,  with  the  child  dead  ?^ 

"  No,  yoiur  Honor— I  heard  afterwards  as  it 
lived  and  did  well ;  though,  for  my  part,  I  took 
un  for  a  bloody  corpse,  ratber  nor  a  living 
child.'' 

"  And  you  were  paid  to  conceal  yoiur  know- 
ledge of  its  murder  ?" 

*^  Lah  !  defend  me,  yoiur  Worship-^io  such  a 
thing.— -I  were  only  to  leave  the  house,  without 
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saying  nothing  to  Judy,  and  to  meet  her  next 
night  at  the  Nine  Bells  in  the  Borough.*^ 

^^  And  get  your  first  ten  pounds  as  an  ear- 
nest P'' 

"  Yes,  your  Worship.*" 

•*  Merely  for  leaving  the  house  P** 

*'  That^s  just  the  upshot  of  it — and  now  youi* 
Worship  knows  as  much  on  it  as  I  do  !^ 

^^  Not  quite — there  was  another  condition  be- 
sides leaving  the  house  ?*" 

^^  Yes — I  wam^t  to  say  nothing  about  it  to  his 
wife.^ 

"  About  what?'' 

^^  Lah ! — ^why,  about  his  tumbling  the  poor 
thing  down  in  the  kennel,  and  near  killing  it,  as 
I  told  your  Honor."  ^ 

<<  Oh  ! — ^he  dashed  the  child's  head  against  a 
stone  ?"" 

^^  That's  all-*-only  he  never  meant  it,  I  maun 
say  that  for  him." 

^^  But  still  he  didn't  wish  his  wife  to  know 
it?" 

^^  Sure  he  didn't — ^the  poor  soul  would  have 
pined  after  it-*-for  she  were  a  good  mother,  what- 
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ever  else  she  mought  be— Lad,  GileB-«wliat  be^«t 
makiiig  such  wry  &oe8  at  one  fSnr  ?^ 
.  Again  the  woman  was  directed  to  attend  to  die 
counsel — and  again  the  counsel  continued  his  eof^ 
amination. 

<<  When  the  prisoner  retired  from  his  hooK 
thai — after  having  deposited  the  wounded  chSd^ 
you  left  it  with  him  ?^ 

'^  No,  your  Hono»^ — ^he  stole  down  fixst— and 
left  me  to— -to  put  out  the  light^ 

<^  And  then,  — ^  said  the  lawyer  smiling. 

<<  Yes,  your  Worship — and  then  I  went  out 
too.** 

<<  That's  the  whole  truth,  my  LcHrd,""  cried  the 
prisoner,  whose  pallid  visage  seemed  again  to 
have  summoned  back  some  portion  of  its  natural 
hue. — ^Mr  Spencer  proceeded. 

^^  Still  you  appear,  my  good  lady,  as  I  said  be* 
fore,  to  have  earned  your  annuity  at  a  very  dheap 
rate — by  just  putting  out  a  candle— and,  as  you 
call  it — taking  yourself  oflF!'' 

"  And  to  keep  the  secret,  your  Worship." 

'^  That  was  somethii^  for  a  woman," — and  a 
laugh,  in  tum>  was  raised  against  the  sex^  whidi 
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the  one  most  interested  did  not  appear  to  under- 
stand— as  she  joined  heartily  in  the  mirth  of  the 
Court,  which  seemed  much  better  suited  to  her 
temperament,  than  the  graver  interrogatories  of 
Mr  Barrister  Spencer. 

^^  Now,  Mabel  Green — ^it  appears  that  Judy 
Mallory  was  soon  beyond  the  reach  of  your  se- 
cret— and  yet  you  continued  with  a  safe  conscience 
to  receive  the  annuity — at  least,  as  long  as  die 
conscience  of  the  prisoner  would  allow  him  to  pay 
it?" 

<^  That  I  did,  yoiur  Worship— till  he  swore  he 
was  dead." 

^^  I  wonder  so  sensible  a  woman  as  you  appear 
to  be,  Mrs  Mabel,  took  him  at  his  word — ^but, 
pray — ^what  did  you — or  could  you  conceive  the 
annuity  was  continued  for,  after  Judy  Mallory 
was  disposed  of  over  the  seas?" 

"  Why,  how  often  must  I  tell  your  Worship — 
for  keeping  the  secret,  to  be  sure.  I  never  knowed 
such  a  man  for  bothering  a  plain  ^estion." 

<^  We  shall  see,  Mabel,  which  is  the  ablest 
botherer  of  the  two— but  you  havnH  told  his  Lord- 
ship, or  the  gentlemen  of  the  jury^  from  whom 
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you  were  to  keep  the  gecret  after  Judy  was  fiurly 
out  of  the  way  f* 

"  From  every  body,  mun — ^he  told  me  it  would 
be  the  death  on  him  if  it  were  to  come  to  be 
known.^ 

"  How  could  that  be— if,  as  you  say,  you  knew 
the  child  was  still  alive  ?'^ 

*^  I ! — I  couldnH  say  it  were  alive — I  never 
heard  on  it  aterwards.^ 

**  Woman,  take  care — ^yoU  swore  just  now  that 
you  had  heard  that  it  lived,  and  was  doing  welL*" 

"  That  were  t'other  child." 

"The  other  chad  r 

^^  The  child,  as  he  brought  back "^ 

"  The  wounded  child  r 

"  Of  course.'' 

*'  Of  course,"— repeated  the  counsel,  and  turn- 
ed a  significant  look  towards  the  bench — "  the 
wounded  child  was  brought  back — and  the  other 
was  carried  out  of  sight.'* 

"  I'm  sure,  your  Worship— it  were  no  business 
of  mine ;  I  don't  know  where  it  were  carried." 

'^  But  I  DO,"  exclaimed  Lord  Harweden  firom 
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tbe  BendH-in  a  tone  of  extreme  agitation,  which 
was  gently  checked  by  the  Judge. 

*^  One  moment,  jny  Lord,^  said  Spencer  in  a 
lowar  tone  to  the  Earl— and  he  again  applied 
himself  to  the  task  of  interrogating  the  woman. 

**  Of  course,  you  say — and,  of  course,  I  agree 
you  did  not  know  where  he  carried  the  child^- 
but  you  saw  him  carry  it  away  ?^ 

•*  To  be  sure,  I  did— or  what ?• 

«  Be  quiet — and  this  was  the  secret  r* 

*^  The  whole  and  tote  of  it,  your  Worship,  and  J 
what  harm  ater  aU — it  was  his  own,  and  he 
mought,  I  thought,  do  as  he  pleased  wp  bim.^ 

'<  Admirably  reasoned,  Mabel,— so  he  brought 
back  the  stolen  child,  wounded— or  unfit  for  ser- 
nce,  and  carried  off  his  own,  which,  as  you  very 
properly  say,  he  had  a  natural  right  to  do."" 
^  That^s  just,  your  Honor,  what  I  meant  to  say, 
and  should  have,  told  you  at  once  without  all  this 
bother.'* 

*^  I  am  sorry,  Mistress  Mabel,  to  have  bother- 
ed you — but  there  is  still  one  question  to  be  an- 
swered before  we  part — How  did  you  know  that 
the  wounded  diild-^now  that  we  are  able  to  dis- 
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tinguish  the  one  from  the  other— *«till  lired^  and 
was  doing  well  ?^ 

^^  For  the  best  reason  in  the  world,  your  Wor- 
ship, because  I  seed  it,  in  this  here  very  room^ 
restored  to  its  own  flesh  and  blood.^ 
"  You  were  at  the  trial  ?** 
*^  I  was  sent  by  Giles,  there,  your  Worship,  to 
see  how  things  went  ^ 

<^  And  you  saw  the  child  restored  to  its  own 
friends?'* 

^^  To  be  sure  I  did,  and  thought  no  harm  done, 
since  all  had  their  own.^ 

Here  the  Court  was  thrown  into  the  utmost 
confrision,  in  consequence  of  the  effect  produced  by 
the  evidence  upon  Lord  Harweden — and  upon 
the  prisoner  at  the  bar. — Both  had  fidlen  into 
something  which  had  the  appearance  of  a  fit-— 
and  every  body  having  some  remedy  at  hand,  or 
to  propose,  much  bustle  was  created^  and  little  ad* 
vantage,  as  usual,  derived  from  it 

We  necessarily  accompanied  his  Lordship, 
who  was  carried  into  an  adjoining  ro(Hn,  where^ 
perhaps,  for  the  first  time  in  his  lifi?,  Michad 
Schwartsr,  who  had  been  especiaUy  ordered  oa 
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duty  in  case  of  accidents — ^had  it  in  his  power  to 
be  of  real  serrice  in  his  official  department,  and  by 
throwing  in  the  contents  of  his  domestic  labora- 
tory, to  restore  his  master  to  a  sense  of  the  hap^ 
piness  that  awaited  him.  The  sensations  which 
accompanied  the  resuscitation  of  the  prisoner 
must  have  been  of  a  very  different  nature — and 
the  result  of  the  trial,  and  its  consequences,  may 
be  readily  anticipated  by  the  reader,  without  any 
necessity,  on  our  part,  of  descending  to  painful 
and  offensive  details. 

The  facts  of  the  case  came  out  in  detail,  and 
may  be  summed  up  in  a  very  few  words.  Mal- 
lory  having  pledged  himself  to  obtain  the  child  of 
Mr  Levison  Rycott— or  Clarendon — and  the  re- 
ward to  be  received  from  Mr  Clement  Dossiter, 
being  calculated  by  the  difficulties  opposed  to  the 
abduction  of  a  child  from  a  family  of  respectabi- 
lity, and  at  such  a  distance  from  the  scene  of  ac- 
tion,, would  suffer  no  obstacle,  when  he  had  so 
nearly  achieved  his  purpose,  to  interfere  with  its 
completion.  When,  therefore,  on  the  night  ap- 
pointed for  the  delivery  of  the  stolen  child  to 
Dossiter,  or  Maitland,  as  he  then  called  himself 
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— die  man  Mallory  took  it  from  die  anns  of  hb 
wife,  he  left  his  dweUing  by  a  badc-door,  feaifbl 
of  being  traced  with  his  treasure — and  with  all  the 
speed  which  fear  suggests,  even  without  a  reason- 
able apprehension  of  pursuit,  as  he  was  whisking 
through  a  dark  passage— one  of  the  labyrinth, 
which  the  curious  reader  may  trace  under  the  va- 
rious distinguishing  titles  of  Glass-house  or  Fish- 
er^s  AUeys,  between  the  Temple  and  Bridge  Street 
-—his  footstumUed,  and  befell  with  such  violence 
that  the  child  was  precipitated  forward,  and  its 
head  brought  in  contact  with  the  edge  of  a  pro- 
jecting step.  He  instantly  recovered  himself,  and 
caught  the  infant  up  in  his  arms — but,  by  the 
glimmer  of  a  distant  lamp,  assuring  himself  that 
the  blow  had  been  fatal,  not  a  moment  was  to  be 
lost  in  supplying  a  remedy.  The  hour  of  ap- 
pointment had  arrived,  and  not  to  produce  the 
child  was  to  lose  the  benefit  of  his  hard-eamedre- 
ward.  The  ready  suggestion  of  substituting  hii 
own  child  was  not  likely  to  escape  in  such  a  pie- 
dicament ;  but  he  was  ftdly  aware  of  the  fimni- 
dable  opposition  he  should  meet  with  from  hii 

wife,  who  would  resist  the  exchange  of  her  own 

I 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


GHAPTBR  XIII.  841 

diild,  to  whom  she  was  devotedly  attached.  His 
intention,  therefore,  was  to  steal  bade  to  the 
chamber  where  he  had  left  it  asleep  in  the  cradle 
— and,  if  possible,  without  betraying  himself  to 
his  wife,  to  exchange  it  for  the  disfigured  body  of 
the  one  which  he  intended  to  leave  in  its  stead.-* 
As  no  suspicion— should  he  succeed  to  his  wishes 
—could  attach  to  him  in  the  bosom  even  of  Judy, 
he  meant  to  leave  her  to  account  for  the  state  in 
which  she  might  find  the  injGmt,  in  any  way  most 
likely  to  suggest  itself  to  her  disordered  imagini^ 
tion.  His  own  feelings  he  found  means  to  put 
asleep. 

On  his  arrival  at  the  back-door,  through  which 
he  had  issued  on  parting  with  his  wife,  he  found 
all  quiet  within,  and  stealing  up  the  stairs,  gent- 
ly lifted  the  latch  of  the  door  which  opened  into 
his  bed-room,  where  the  cribs  of  the  two  children 
also  stood.  He  was  at  first  startled  by  seeing  a 
light  within — ^but  felt  reassured,  upon  finding  the 
woman  only  who  had  been  employed  as  nurse  for 
the  few  days  the  little  stranger  had  been  destined 
to  remain  under  his  charge.  Without  entmng 
into  any  explanation  of  his  intentions,  he  seised 
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this  Mabel  Green,  and,  placing  his  hands  befbfe 
her  mouth,  threatened  her  with  instant  destruc* 
tion  if  she  moved  or  made  the  least  noise.  He 
then  entered  upon  the  subsidy  and  treaty  with  her, 
which  we  have  heard  so  amply  discussed,  and 
placing  the  child,  whom  he  supposed  dead, 
in  the  crib  from  which  he  snatched  his  own,  he 
prepared  to  make  the  best  of  his  way  to  Dossi* 
ter^s  chambers.  He  was  stricken  with  apprehen- 
sion at  the  scuffle,  which  reached  his  ears,  as  he 
passed  the  door  of  his  own  parlour — and  the  me- 
nacing tone  in  which  he  heard  his  wife  addressed 
by  the  rough  voices  of  her  evidently  unwelcome 
visitors,  assured  him  that  she  was  about  to  £dl 
into  the  hands  of  justice.  His  measures,  as  we 
have  before  seen,  were  taken  accordingly.  His 
anxiety  to  have  the  child  identified  by  Alice 
Halpin,  who  was  the  active  agent  in  the  business, 
will  explain  itself,  and  the  mark  which  he  put  up- 
on it  was  to  answer  the  purpose,  which,  fiitally  for 
his  peace  of  mind — at  least  for  that  porticm  of 
peace  which  remorse  and  a  hardened  course  of  life 
had  left  to  be  operated  upon — succeeded  even  be- 
yond his  anticipations,  and  explained  to  a  fiither. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


CHAPTER  XIII.  343 

in  the  moment  of  its  discovery,  that  he  had  not 
only  contributed  to  undennine  and  deprave  the 
morals  of  his  own  child,  but  had  actually  been 
instrumental  in  bringing  him  to  a  premature  and 
disgraceful  death ! 

Alice  Halpin  could  explain  the  remainder  of  the 
tale.  Judith  Mallory,  when  she  escaped  for  a 
moment  from  the  runners  of  justice,  by  turning  a 
spring-lock  upon  them  as  she  slipt  through  the 
parlour  door — ^ran  up  stairs— and,  in  the  dark, 
felt  for  her  child  where  she  knew,  within  a  quar- 
ter of  an  hour  previously,  she  had  placed  it — and 
catching  the  half-dead  substitute  in  her  arms,  ran^ 
or  rather  flew  down  stairs — and  had  reached  the 
labyrinth  of  alleys  already  described,  before  the 
officers  could  interrupt  her.  The  scent,  however, 
soon  lay — and  a  glimpse  of  her  flying  drapery 
called  forth  the  view  holloa,  and  led  to  all  those 
consequences  which  are  recorded  in  the  beginning 
of  our  history — and  which,  having  duly  developed 
themselves,  have  brought  us  to  the  end  of  it. 

The  satis&ction  of  Lord  Harweden,  upon  the 
whole  story  being  laid  open  to  him,  was  express- 
ed with  so  little  of  moderation,  and  his  feelings 
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were  so  little  under  control,  that  the  attentions  of 
his  niece,  who  felt,  perhaps,  as  much — ^^  in  mo^ 
deration,^  Lady  Grace  would  say — as  himself 
were  in  a  great  measure  superseded  by  the  at- 
tendance of  Michael  Schwarti.  Whether  the 
diagnostics  of  plethora,  angina,  paralysis,  or  apo- 
plexy, were  uppermost  in  the  theory  of  this  phar- 
macopolist — ^his  practice  was  wisely  applicaUe  to 
all — and  the  worthy  peer  shed  many  a  drop  of 
the  blood  of  the  Plantagenets  and  Clarendons, 
and  Grod  knows  whom  else,  in  order  to  preserve 
the  faculties  necessary  to  appreciate  the  happi- 
ness which  had  so  nearly  overwhelmed  him.  Fot- 
tunately,  the  unaccountable  absence  of  Percy, 
and  the  possibility  of  his  having  thrown  himself 
into  the  Serpentine— or  hanged  himself  in  his 
garters,  which  was  charitably  suggested  by  hii 
medico-domestic,  to  check  an  approximation  to 
what  he  presumed  to  call,  in  an  unguarded  mo^ 
ment,  stark-staring  madness,  kept  his  Lordship  a 
littie  witiiin  bounds. 

Lady  Louisa  could  have  rendered  tiiis  expedi- 
ent of  the  wcnrdiy  disciple  of  Gralen  perfectiy  nu- 
gatory, had  she  not  been  bound  in  honor  not  to 
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reveal  what  Percy  felt  equally  bound  in  honor 
to  reveal  to  her — namdy,  the  place  of  his  retreat 
He  was  awaiting  her  last  letter  at  Harwich,  pre- 
paratory to  a  self-imposed  banishment  to  the 
Continent— where  he  trusted  a  conviction  of  his 
own  honorable  forbearance,  and  absence  from  the 
temptation  to  forego  it,  might,  in  time,  so  far 
recover  his  peace  of  mind,  as  to  enter  upon  the 
prosecution  of  his  studies,  and  provide  independ- 
ently for  his  future  subsistence.  ^^  He  would 
never  return  under  the  roof  of  his  revered  bene- 
&ctor :  he  would  never  again  trust  himself  in  the 
presence  of  his  lost  Loo  Clarendon  !^ 

These  were  his  last  vows — ^but  although  they 
could  require  no  answer,  he  waited  for  one,  and 
lost  not  only  the  packet  on  board  which  he  had 
taken  his  passage  to  Helvoet,  but  the  wind  also, 
which  veered  round,  and  blew  right  on  shore  for 
the  next  eight-and-forty  hours !  *^  How  un- 
ludcy  i^  This  was  his  gaculation  ! 

Such,  good  reader,  is  the  nature  of  human 
vows — and  such  the  inferences  of  man,  who  is 
not  permitted  to  see  an  inch  before  his  nose. 

The  post  arrived — ^he  expected  a  melancholy 
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adieu— 4ie  received — ^no  matter  Harwich,  and 
its  port,  and  its  packets,  and  its  contretemps^ 
were  many  miles  in  his  rear,  forgotten,  abandon- 
ed, before  he  had  read  six  lines  of  the  despatch, 
which  love  itself  had  worded  in  all  the  glow  of 
sympathy  and  enthusiasm — ^and  which  evinced, 
that  however  a  man  may  ride  the  high  horse,  and 
vow  and  swear  to  the  right  hand  and  left — ^he  is 
the  mere  creature  of  circumstance — a  weather- 
cock influenced  by  every  change  of  wind — and 
that  he  has  but  one  &st-hold  against  the  mi^v. 
ings  of  despair — ^hands  dean  enough  to  lift  up 
before  the  footstool  of  Heaven — and  a  conscience 
clear  enough  to  appeal  for  its  support. 

Percy  forgot  not  to  whom  the  first  thanksgiv* 
ing  was  due — and  the  next — ^he  bribed  the  post- 
boys, to  enable  him  to  pay  in  person,  as  nqndly 
as  a  man  travelling  without  wings,  or  steam, 
could  well  devise. 

How  Lord  Harweden  deported  himself— or, 
rather,  how  he  felt,  upon  the  restoration  of  a  son, 
and  that,  too,  a  son  beloved,  and  endeared  to  him 
from  the  cradle — ^how  Lady  Louisa,  who  would 
have  united  her  fate  to  that  of  Percy,  when  she 
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have  their  foundation  in  plain  matter  of  fiict — and 
that  there  are  readers  who  will,  without  owning 
it,  perhaps,  acknowledge  this  to  themsdyes,  and 
acquit  the  author  even  of  exaggeration  in  the 
mode  of  recording  them. 

'<  Le  vrai  ne^st  pas  toujours  le  yraisemUaUe,^ 
and  if  it  were,  it  would  hardly  be  worth  recording. 
—No  man  ventures  on  a  story  round  the  table, 
unless  it  has  something  to  recommend  it  out  of 
the  common  way— and  if  an  unfortunate  wight  is 
caught  in  the  act  of  reciting  a  *^  says  he,^  and 
*^  says  she,*^  and  ^^  so,*^  without  some  redeeming 
points  of  discursive  fancy,  he  is  for  ever  estaUish- 
ed  as  a  Proser  ! 

Mrs  Rycott,  or,  as  she  was  called  up  to  town 
to  i^pear— the  Countess  of  Harweden,  althoagh 
no  conjuror,  was  somewhat  of  this  sort  of  critic^ 
for  she  declared,  *^  It  was  the  most  unnatural 
thing  in  the  world,  for  people  to  send  all  the  way 
into  Cumberland  to  steal  children,  when  there 
were  more  in  London — as  she  had  been  credi- 
bly informed — than  they  knew  what  to  do  with*" 
— and  when,  with  some  difficulty,  and  not  a  little 
of  the  petulancy  of  impatience,  on  the  part  of  her 
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Hege  lord,  the  circumstances  connected  with  the 
several  mysteries  and  involvementSy  were  in  some 
measure  rendered  intelligible  to  her,  she  only  ob- 
served,  that  ^^  There  was  not  much  in  all  this^ 
for  that  she  said,  from  the  beginning,  it  would  be 
hard,  indeed,  if,  after  all  the  expences  of  his  edu- 
catton  and  bringing  up,  Percy  should  turn  out  to 
be  no  child  of  hers  ;'^  adding, "  But  you,  Mr  Ry- 
cott — Lord  Harweden  I  mean — were  always  so 
positive, '  there  was  no  beating  any  thing  into 
you.*** 

**  No,  Madam — ^nor  any  thing,  by  Jove ^" 

But  his  Lordship  was  checked— or  rather  si- 
lenced, by  the  Lady^s  immediate  resumption  of 
her  <^  knotting'" — and  it  is  time  for  thee,  thou 
fairest  of  my  fiur  readers,  to  follow  so  notable  an 
example,  if  thou  hast  n^lected  thy  work,  on  my 
account — since,  to  my  sorrow  be  it  spoken,  I  am 
compelled  to  make  my  bow — ^wishing  thee,  at 
parting,  whatever  thou  mayst  wish  most — ^in  the 
full  and  firm  conviction,  that  the  purity  of  thy 
mind  is  equal  to  the  beauty  of  thy  person — and 
Aat  thou  canst  wish  for  nothing,  that  angels 
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niight  not  smile  in  granting.  —  What  can  I 
more? — and  canst  thou  find  in  thy  heart  to 
abuse  me  or  my  story  af^r  this  ?^ — Impossible  !— 
Fare  thee  well  I 
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